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Bditoriml

A2 rether different Bulletin for yvou thiz month, with 1ittls being
written by Guy ckanna, Luckily, we were able to find ennugh other
material to make un uﬁnth&f ftull issue but I am not sure how long this
degres of juck will continue, So unless you want & rather thin bul-
letin in the future, stert writing now, Trip reports, speculaticn and
acientific articles eare aluays welcome, Even if Guy is contributing
ieas now due to pressures from universiltly work, his previsus contribu-
f.ipna should be some sori of insniration to the "non-writing’ menbers
nf S5USS,

Surveying this issue, there iz a long reprint of the new conci-
fions of ecceas teo Tourist Depactment reserves (to De read a
digested) and the f;ra*-'nsta‘lw nt of the (slightly stolen) 3038
Supar - Speleo Seri&l {5H49S 555), 1f vou were ever wondering why i
aseemed so reluctant to show other EEUp!P where J168 was to be found,
shis serial wmay hﬂlg clear up the mystery., 5U55 will pruhab-v be
reising its fees next vear to cover the defsmabticn charges sarizing
from the serial, but #Hark Twigy and rest sf the 5U55 legal contingent
heve offered their time at the very reasonable rate of only $200/hour
to help reduce our costs,

As ¥ mentioned in t{he last bulletin, the next biennisl ASF con-
ferance is being held in Adelaide between Christmas and New Year, WHe
have now received the "Ceall for Papers". 1f you wish to submit a paper
T the c¢onference on, any . matter of speleoicgical interest, 1 have

copies of the applicatior forma, ASF Conference papers do not need Lo
ne  'scholarly’” or ‘scientifie’” and normally people are much mor:
interested in papers about caves and ceving technigueés, I1f you ore
thinking of attending the conference why not write & paper and achiove
iasting fame in the conference proceedings. Even if . yow..decide that
giving & papsr iz-too much hard work, you should consider. zttending
the conference itself. This is vour chance to ezxpleore the South Aus-
tralien caves (Hullarhor, Harracoorte,...) on trips that 'somesone else
hos gone to the trouble of arranging, ASF conferences are also 2njoy-
able social events and well worth attending for this reason alone,

As you all knew, the annual Speleo Spoeris will be held at  lac-
guarie Universibty on 4th and 5th of anLcrHCP. 5U85 (or rather lan
Yann) is organising tham this year and so vast crowds will  he  noeded
ta  ‘help prepere- for thsm and %o run them on the day, Ian will be col-
lacting “volunteers’ et the next meeting. People are needed to he both
marshals and general lachevs on the dey of the event and on the wsak-
and previously. fan will have more informaticn on how to enter Lhe
sports at the meebting.
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WUSTRALIAN SPELEOLOGICAL FEDERATIO
20, BOX 368
BROADWAY,
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T repty, ploase address all correspondence 1o Uinaﬁﬂgsﬁidﬂntq
H- ﬂ,rmmﬂm L T T L e I I U Murﬂ‘n#lm -
§ PLEASE MAKE SURE THIS TIACULAR 15 Jf Duniclay,
] 5ROUCHT UP FOR DISCUSSION AT YOUR EH;EF*T?; l;‘; -
B CLud MESTING, NOT JUST HE.'LE_IUE.EJH iIFLEY, AC

MmO S T R vt <Ry T T R A T

Dzar Sscratary;

Your clup shouid be aware Yrom discussions at the ASF Committes Rsebting and
its NSUW Speieo Councll, that wa hava =stablished an Advisory Group with. the NSY
Department of {eisurs, Spert and Tourisim, The Group is velatively anformal and
sohtains individuzls from tha aajor clubs with interests 2t Jenclan; Wombeyan and
fbercrombie, This is a2 relatively long nrogress repert ond 1 hops you will bear
with me in visw of its importancs.

CAVE ACCESS PGLGITIBNS

cirst, the gouod neus. Following the widespread adverss rsactiuvn to proposals
gant to a8ll clubs by the Department lezt year; without ous Involvement, I am pleasor
to zepert copsiderable pregress on mccess to Joaolan, Wombeyan and Absreromble.
‘rha Deapartment has accepted pur sungasticns end Lthe new corditions will be applied
far all trxlpe after 1 July, 1882. The most significant changes are:

1,  The Conditions ere in tun parts; the Piret being requirements for cbtaining @
pezmlt, which muat bas strictly follownd: the sscond being guidolines relating
to aztivities while on ths Raservs, which should be read in conjunctian with
the ASF Lode of Ethics ana Safoty Code,

4o Tha requiremant that the purpuaa bz Ydemonstrably sclentific® has been rsmoved,
though we would hope that all trips will continus to aim at productive caving.

3. Tha raqulremont tao supply rames in advanca when applying for a pasrmit has beun
romoved, but a toip leader must sbill be identiflisd and names of sll the party
msmhars will he raguired upon arrvival.

%o Tiip reports ars no lsagar taauired by tho Depariment; hwe e lng bock may uta
kapt locally. i

5. B strengthening of ths responsibilitiss imposed upon the Trip Leadar, both for
tig mafety of his group and for thsir behaviour on the BRasarve and in the causs.
& Tem pupgestions were ek mads explisiily in these conditiorms bub sie worth

pantioning to you:

Firet, s simple teleghons szll {o dob MeKenzia at the Depzariment e
o o

217100
Syrray) will snable you o Find out whether your trip can ha Titted in whan you weny

it. (This contact may changa in time and we will try %o kesp clubs up to deate),

ecnns

%
Jg/{;z?’ E r?ﬁuw FEiAE o @z’, M{a&u m.rsk" AL 4:: ——— DONSENVYE AUSTRALIAG CAVES
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Second; 17 for =oma raason you have to cancel thes trip or
e ie»ﬂ} starkere then axpected, a8 phone cell %o Bob might
Ptk Ak lar mboW bH by flbhend Fey

Third, if vou have to change plans upon arrival on tha Reserus
parhens to flooding in the caves to be visited, consulf the '
Senigr Duide or Supsrintendeont Flrst.

Fourth, make sure your membars and sspecially your trip leadars ksep thanselves
informed sbout locel conditions with regard to camping, the menagement of particular
cavas atc, HRemembarn, wo will a1l rar:y ithe can if your Trip Leaders do not assume
proparly the considerable responsibilitias now expacted oV tham,

CAEPING  AY _JEMOLAN

Maxt: thse mey-be-gond news. dfegociations are conbinuing on Lhe mattexr of
camping st 19nﬂ1sr and a dratft of our proposed submission to the Oepactment on thies
was oirculated for discuszsien 2t Lbhe Lisison Council mestine on 22 May, 1982, Ue
Bre pp*imist*r arnut & aatisfactory outcome to this contenticus matisr within a Fou

pontha.  In the meantime, camping wiil continue to be locatod at tho top of the Flus
file Hill.

ETHICS AND  ACCOUNTASILITY

3ut now for the bad news. In the =sarly staoes of negotiatlions we ware treated
“n many instances of behaviour ranging Trom udsubstantisted rumour and misunderstandin
bz thoughtlss=siness and plain f“cpapuwsib¢11ty for erampla, thecp have been saversl
instances of major discrepancies bsluween what Trip Leaders said they did on trips to
ths 3enicr Guide, and what waa later repontsd in club newslettars., Some grouns have
vizslted ceves far which parmission was not shiained, and there have besn a numbar of
siizged braachas of good gamning ethics,

Yo wera at pailne to peint oul ts the Cepartmsnt Lhe lack of disciplinary powsrs
within ASF., Howsver, we do seem to have coawinced them that inter-club liaison end
pasy pressurs bave been ramarksbly successful over ths years, ss evidencad by ths
rgletively small numbar of complaints cuar ths 24 years or oo sines access conditions
wary lmst cverbauled extaensivaely. '

fven so; platitudes will not In the leng run zupplant precticalitles, We ars
shnrtly qeing to need answers Lo guastinne Like Lhaszes

How can ASF continue %o offer ressopabls assupancass about the accpuntability of
membar olubs, without infringing on their sovereignty?

How can wo continue to hemmer home thasas mﬂssagas to the several ciubs which
coneistently Pail to attend meetings. eppoint 2 proxy or answsr letters and
writien reports like this?

How cen we bast deal with the insviitablco cecasional compleint about behaviour,
before it osts Llown ouwbt of proporiion, again without infringing zlubs' rightsY

1t should be avidant From all this that tha crus is now baing passsd to each
oiub to ensura that its bhouse do in ovdar at ell timee, and that its Trip Lesders
arg capable of assuming the increassd responsibilities now axpscted of them.

Lonclusion . . .
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Thosa of

lucky to
happened
solution was
ngaessary to remind you that in the
are nob ellowed acceasa Lo any noyses

e sy pleased with the common

issus and with ths outcoms so far,
iz still no camping at Jenolzn. &Y

the Department, il these new condin
tzkino & responsible interest in mat
may not ceb another opporfunity.

thiz particular job hae now
the lashk year, including & tripa &

anmstimes have doubis that 1t 1a

l.-

apprehension the steady srosion of caving
the vesvs will agrze that on this coccesinn we
avoid a total ban on ca
before ard

ions dp not

]
token 4 fuil davs of my leisure (saving?) tims i

mu?ﬁh ths affort.

whio, Like me, have watchag with growing
flaxibility over
may havs been
soma areas: it has
this tima that. paszy
T should nct bBe
ciaving clubs par s

you

ying in
irn the early stages
put En us guils strongly.s
United States, for eaxample,
in Hatinnal Uaplks,

sense exhibited by both sides to this partloular
However. we are not out of the woede yet, and thes
ws cannot mainkain end improve credibility with
work out, i? some clubs insist on not

tars a¥ commor: concorn by atlsnding mestings, we

Al
the Denartment in Sydney znd to Jenolan, and I
Howsvar, I do want to taks this

gharnca to thank those who havs assistsd in the Adviscry Group's work =6 far, notabiy
Bandall King, John Bonulei, AL Leacmonth, Kon ¥eck, Phil Toomsg, Andraus Pavey and

fika Leke.

?Eaﬁ misvas,

wfhﬂ'ﬂhﬁ ey,
VICE-PREBIDLNT

& Chaioman; fave Access Commitise, NSU

s s o 802l.t  Access Dondltiocns,

Janolan;

Yambayan and Aberciombiy

« BUES
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it | AUSTRALIAN SPELEOLOGICAL FEDERAT
PO, BOX 24
BROADW

N.Dﬁr 4 Li

EFELEEL GICAL ACTIVITIES -~ Jsnalan; Womboeysn & Abercrombis
- CONDITIONS OF  ACLEZS -~ Effective 1 Ddy, 1982

92 Tha ciub or organization must be o full nambar of the Australian
Speleclogical Federation.

%+ kach pacty should consist of a maximum of twelvs apelsologists. This sould
ba made uwp Trom mors than ors saciety, :

¥. Applications should be submibted in writing net less than 14 days in advanco
signed ny the Secretasy, Presidsnt o Vice-Fresident of the club, and should
contaln thae foliowing minimum information:

i} Dates of proposed krip;
ii} Mame of trip leadsr snd ths sxoscted runber of pacticipantas
ili)Waturs of tha nroposad sctlvitiss and/hr tha coves to be visited.
4s ¥he trip leader should ba familiar with his neneral responsibiiities in the
srea wisited and shall undertasxe tha following partiruiar respensibilities:

i) As soon ac practicabls afisy arrival; to report to the Senior Guids oy
Superintendant and discusa with him the proposad activitiss;

1i} Yo provide the names of a1l participanto;

132)Ae wless te the conclusion of the uisit as la practicable, and before
cgupariure; Lo provide the Senicr Guide or Superintendent with a brie?
description of ths work earvied oul and the caves visitad.

Se The nominated trip lesedsr shall at all timze be responsible for the conduct
sntd safety of members of his pacdty on thea Fessrve, Problerms arising shouwld
in the flpst Instance be discosssd with the Senier Guids or Supsrlniendant.

Ba Parmits tu visit Uembeyan anc Abeccrombis will not be issved for public
hwiidays or public holiday wezkands,

% Gy : '
}é’:ﬁiw' we fane wow @ obd Heic i cves o~ CONSERVE AUSTRALIA'S Chve:
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SPELEQLOGICAL AL ‘E'Iig;&l - ““rﬁlxq, Wombeyan and  Ahercrombie

GUIDELINES FOR SCCIFTIES AND TRIP LERADERS - Effective 1 July, 1962

s =

These guidelines roooonizz {ha nsod to balsnee legitimats speleclogleal
activities with Sha lono-%cia consarvabion of some of Australial’s finest
heritaga of cavs ang lavzt l:”ﬁgsmpgs,

Speleologiczl projecis sl ru‘d La plannsd in sccordance with any management
objectivas and przeticns, pacticularly for the specific caves visited.
Projects liksly to nvurisp on L-u" affeet relations with others shouwld Flrest
bs discussed in detall with cbhop novs users and management.

Indivicual sovcietiss showld ensure that trip leaders are well qualifisd and
experiencsd =rolsolsgiste, «blo Lo essums ths considerable rasponaibilities
of leasderzhin erpaciad of tham at Lho cave arvea,

The primary raspensibiiify of tha Trip Leader is to ensure that speleological
activity is carricd ovi wliil meximum consideration Tor ita impact on the
cova environmgnt end fon tho cofety of ths party membera.

4 (1

The trip lzadzr sheuld La shic ta senept 211 of the following responsibilitiss

in eddition to Lherz dmposed ender the porwit systems
i, To enzurs tWﬂ“-f;l_mmr”?zs.n tna party oro femiliar with and ﬂnmply
with tha Cods of Efhiez ana Fﬁfthy Code of the Australian Speleclogical

Faderations:

_,-.-.a-

2. To ensura Lhxt oll pnaluniogicel motivities comply with any local
man;rcn**ﬁ chizniiven ool noroticss, particularly for the specific caves
vizite i

3. To ensurce thst noeonely cusditicd cub-Lirip leaders are nuailabla when it
bscomes Rsoscoany Lo wividn the parbly Tor any reasonj

4, To ensurs, Fow sofshy meoeane, Shab the Senior Guide or Suparintendent
is informed of tho anolyesl ond departure of the group. If for any
reason this connrt Lo oo rupsonslly, acrangaments may be made for a

] LA a
i

masasgas wrofai iy Lo mulilng, fo ba l=ft in an appropriate plecej

B« To discuss giSh fh?'fjﬁiﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁifﬂ o7 Superintendant any preposed variations
from tho ctated objeoctivis of the trip e.0. changes due to adverse
eenditicns _

B. To ensura that oy pasoei on tha- o *p is written in an accurats and
responzlble azanos ohnh will be of valus to future visitors;

7. To ensurs bheh Tha Senior vqiﬂﬂ, Semerintendznt or the Department is

= s ri"

informed prongi ne tnieshans LF noc2ssary, should a trip be cancelled
or substantislly zltazedd, ea Lhat others may have the opportunity to
teke up tho be r:lrﬂ,

spus Bull 22(4):64



Wheamio agm il A
10-1) July 1932

¥resent: Michael! Garhen, Mark Hunter, Judy tlarke, Fhillip Cole,
Richard Mcieall (D.ALD

Judvy reached the Bungonia campsite in her Cornlia at about 9.00am
Returdey accompanied by Richard and Phii. Hichsel and I arrived ir
hie Weach bugegy & little later, heving been misled hy Coroplila tracksa
running off the azide . of an Burgonia road, The group eventually
beaded off for Blowfly Cave and entered AlH at about 10.00am,

_ We ahseiled the first two amsl) drops leaving @ Bluewater and two
sadders  in p]ﬁL& tor s seif-belay ewit with Gibbks., Richard found the
uay on tov the Dregoun’s Teeth after persavering with an 30cm high slot

ndjacent to the correct way oan. This led, wvia a chamher, to @
downuards rift vhich was shasiled 211 the w#ay by Ltheose wanting to Ery
in get stuck. A surprise was in store at the bhottam, in the form of o

narrow vertical shaft with a depth of SCm. By vhance we had a long
annugh rope end $RT gesr to descend what Phil toio me was called the
hdytum pitch (but Mike assured me that the correct pronunciation was
"indightem.") " While Phil and Judy "did their thing" (a bit like rig-
alng a pitch), Mike picked up a lumpv glove which had been "misplaced”
Dy aomeons in the slot above the pitch., After putting it down, I
arvived, stepped on the glove inadvertantly, asked him to explain =&
sungent ndour which came about - and he did =szo. €1 still had to put
my foctioops on,)

The Advtum pitch itaelf cen be judged by the fact that most of us
were more excited by the elaborate rigging at the top (especially
Phil), An uneventiful exit was made at about 5. 00 pm when the Coroclla
team decided to ecxplore Drum Cave (Bi13) and Accustic Pot (B22)., Mike
antg | returned to camp to exploures the Esky,

We all rraahﬂu st about 7,00 am, ths other three having arrived
asch  about 1.30 pm  and Richard having concluded the rumble ritual
with Judy, ﬂeklng un late meant hat we became about the first
3.11,5.%. group to bhe greeted by the ranger with a $10 camping bill.
an even later start was made and we agreed on Acoustic and Drum, since
¥ike and 1 had not dene the former. Accustic wes worthuhile even
though a couple found it a Lbit havd on the ears (and in Richard’s
cese. on the head,) But Phil had a scft landing ai the bottom and so
uan in best condition for the race to the top.

only doing the first pitceh in Drum avoided & late departure. The

Corolla headed off with Richard and Judy driving tandem style while
Mike and I braved Lhe esipressvey (and rain) in an open buggy.

Hark Hunter

wnAtT  Alsuy
#g? ”
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S RTINS

Rope protectors can be a major hassle on prolonged SRT tripa when
cold, numb €£ingers are unable to tie knots in the cord which socures
the protector to the correct place on the rope, This cord is usually
2mm in diameter and tied into eyelets at each end of the protector,
secured to the rope by a few simple knots, -

The system which [ heve developed uses large cord-grips
{i,e.Karrimor) end thin 2mm venctian blind cord, (See figurel). Thread
one and of the cord into the protector eyelet. Then thread both ends
of the cord into the hole in the cord grip., Tie a small neat double
fisherman’s knot to join the two ceord ends together., The kneol also
nrzvents the cord-grip from coming off again,

To uze the system, simply position the rope protector, then place
the cord-grip acainst the rope. Wrape (sic) the loop of cord with the
simall knot in it arcund the rope and over the bottom end of the cord-
arip. Squeeze in the cord-grip and pull down on the rope protacior Lo
tighten it.

Don‘t loap the cord over the top end of the grip or else it will
pe hard to remove. Only wone hand is required to remove the cord
~qrip. Squeeze the cord-grip buttonr in and pull it awey £rca Lhe
rope. The cord loop w*ll lengthen end can then be z3lid off the bottonm
end of the grip. :

This svatem can be used at both ends of the protecter and the
thin rord actually grips onto the main rope better than the larger
diameter cord. The greatest adventage is being able to remove it with
a celd, wet or gloved hand in o matter of seconds.

Happy SRTing.
Hike Lake
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Y s
R#“.:;'luﬁuhﬁt Ve e i dhese eabig g P thig fecl oo seven apiel Meeat 1o
Auwstralia. The first and most important is geologieal structure.

Ay a whole the continent tends to be alder than otisers. Many of its rock systems
antedale significant life forms and much corbonate rock depends on its formution
05 the calcareous skeletons of marine organisms. The second is the availability of
water. Tha third is relief to promote active circuistion of undereround water, ™
Conditions in Australia have been unfavourable for the development of caves and
karst on all these three counts. For speleologists this places all the more emphasis
on identifying and protecting Australia’s important caves,

A Marional Estate grant was given to the Speleclogical Federation in 1974 e
preduce a computer-hased inventory of Australia caves, The Federation has, like
cther bodies dependent on voluntary efiort, found it difficult to collect the data
quickly. Data sheets were disiributed to all local societics. From that distributinn
4000 individual forms were returned. The quality of recording, however, varied
greatly end the Federation decided that the data were too uneven to be entered
into 2 computer file. It is accordingly revising the forms and rewriting the
instructions. It expects to reissue the forms within three months. The completion
of the inventory is thus likely to tzke another twelve months.

In the meantime the Federation published in March 1979 A Check List of
Auwsizalian Caves and Karst.¥ The check list assigned a number to each cave and,
where the information was available, briefly summarised the name of the cave, its
location, its length and depth, other important features and the agency or person
responsible for its management.

Caves are very unevenly represented in the Register. The representation
ranges from good in Tasmania to poor in Victoria, to non-existent in the
MNorthern Territory. Some of the more important caves listed in the Register,
loosely grouped according to their outstanding characteristic, are:

Landform : Kubla Khan (Tas )

MNuliarbor Plain, kasst (WA}
Founa,; Mt Ewna/Limestone Ridge (Qld)
{Bats) Willi Willi near Kempsey (NS.W.)
Scenic ! ; Jenolan (M.S.W.)

Yezrrangobilly, Kosciusko (N.S.W )

Naracoorte (S.A.)
Anthropological- Buchan Caves, (Vic.)
archaeological : Koonazlda Cave, (S.A.)
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Ricnard and T P44
Stay funed for e !
next exciting instaliment
Inthe next SUSS bui il
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Ly Malepin dandsl

Why la 1h said bhat the angile wetvesa the twe cwpee when  two
anchor points are used should be no greater than 120 degrees? The
reagon is that at greater angles the force exerted on each cf the two
anchor points becomes greater than the weight force of the caver han-
ging on the rope. In the extireme case, a rope hung from the middle of
4 horizontally stretched rope exerts an infinite force on the anchor
points,

W

i keep referring to the force on the anchor point rather than the
rope bacause if there is & weak point in the system, it is most lilkely
to be the anchor point., A reope’s conditicn should always be kiaown
gnereas the cave wall is more of an unknown guantity.

T T 7 = welght force cf caver
T # T = Zorce sxerted on esach anchor
Vs point
;x;f a = angle betwean ropes
e
T)f appiving a simple vector argument
e havel
I‘ = L s e e T TR
'if 2 cos (a/2)
E
i.a, if a = 0 deg. T = W/2
i€ o = 120 deg. T=W
if a = 150 deqg. T = 2W (= 1.9
if a = 180 deg. T = infinity

Thua if vou wish to apread the waight between two or more points
auch that each poiat sxperiences a small load, the angle must be nar-
O,

I{ the angle is 120 degrees then the force on each point is egual
o the weight force of the caver., That is the same force as if the
=ope was suspended from a single puint. Hence the adventage here is
not - to spread the load, it doesn’t, hut to have two anchor poinis in
czse one should fail,

if the angle i3 greater than 120 degrees then disproportionately
large forces ars exertad on the anchor peints. Thia should never be
dona,

it muat also he renembered that if one anchor point should fail
auddenly, the other anchor point will he subjected to a shock load
which is greater if there ia a wide angle bhetw2en the ropes. Remamn-
hering that caving ropes are "static” and that jumars are only made of
cast aluminium only servea to underline the fact that in Single Rope
Technigue the enchor points and sguipmant should never be subjected fe
& shock load.

Obviousiy one should slways try to rvig pltches such that the
sngle subtended by the anchor points is as narrow as possible,
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prosent: Guy McKanna (TL), Mike Lake, Joha Xaye, Graeme Galloway.
Bruce Stewart, Zain Scoit, David Schofisld, David Salkes

satug

=M
:"U
|“\|.

Thls was the first frip to Wombeyan crcanised by SUSS for many
vears and as  such we wers anticipating a nlzasant change Zrom our
uaual aress of inv cion

guy’ s ageing VYolvo,. Demosthenes (a# he fondly calls -it), scaked
- an“*uﬂluﬁﬁns with many & shudder as he skillfully guided the
car douwn the winding gravel rodd into the cload laden valle nf Wom-
+ i LI v
wiyan, (1 h*n” Miks muat he trying for scme literary sward, ed), This
ST "I e
road is 8 La;hhﬁu gravel version on the "Five Hile Hill" section ot
the road into Jennlan, but about ten times longer and with washouts ob
most corners., 1§ suspect that. it was designed to ahed cars like a gull
peat _ ; ;

-

aheds wabter, The other members’ in our group hed arrived in two
Suzukis rDmpL&tE with pushbutton CB redios (f1), and were waiting on
the kioak werendah, consuming Weston's Wagon #heels. [The astute
i

vepdar will note the interest shown by ¥ike in the particular form of
funk  food being consumedl. Guy checked in with the guides and then we
saf. un canp. The Wombeyen camping-arza, apart from not bheing lUkm away
from the caves, has fireplaces and hot showers (these -wers well appre-
ciated on Saturday night). thn praovision of showers is alsc environ-
mentally zound, as the copious guantities of cave mud are returnad Lo
“he local ehnﬁyqtem, rat.her than being brought back to Sydney.

Qur first trip ¢as to Basin Cave which wes about & half hour walk
{rom the campsite, +This rceve is mostly walk-through with the mast
sqriking feakture being exceptional rimstone pools, up to just under 7
watves deep, Guy HeoKanne took numerous pholographs, which may be seen
et A future S$.U.5.5., meeting., After the photography, we descended a
ten nebtre piteh tn oxplorse the lover levels. Nothing significant was
fcundw acﬁe ald tin cans and a five metre length of steel cable was

Aftar W2, ve nroceeded tu the Efflux, Seeing a decent flov of
water pouring oub of the ground some tuo meters above creek lavel
»aines the spirits. However, there were oniy a few centimeters of air
apace  and | this . precluded any further progreaz. The hiuff above this

Pflux was seacched for ony uther prospective entrances amongst the
vosrarowbh, Only a feuw simall silted-up holes were found. As evening
wmg spproaching, we hecded hank bo the canpsite for hol  shovers and
tood .,

Sunday was spent mostly digaing in some hopaful looking . holes.
Theee were located north-east of Eul]tc Cave (W55). One of theae
holes wag.a.claft in the ground full of humus, Much of this was remo-
ved by.Guy, Graeme ant John, BAbout [ F+y metres szouth of WSS, another
annil hele was found by Jobp Kaye. This wes enlarged by the removal
uf some rocks, ensbling him to gain access to & short sclution tubsz
ghich ﬁrupp?ﬂ_iui{ & hiEL. The rift was tﬂw tioht for Jonn and needc

#o be pughed by sdmeane ssallsyr. The r* can bhe seen to curve under
ltzelf to a depth of 1ﬂuﬂt ten metred, h:a hnle is among many. cther

amall heles aﬂﬁ dolines, snd, 88 meany are on 4 simiiar bearing, the
area could be qguite 1ntet&£ting.
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B v had AL Eidml ghoi o O : 3 ¥ " . i L .t ;
(iraeme, .The weather was looking bad, s0 the trip was only a ahor!
one, Late in the afternoon, we checked out with the guides and heade:n
back wup that tortusus road to the highway after a very pleazant and
rewarding weekend.

Future trip leaders should note that, like Jenolan, caving gear
may not we wecrn in the tourist area and must be carried in and cut
unchtrusively.

Mike Lake

"A Hsrd Day’'s Hicht”
Jenolan Trip Report
26th - 27th June, 1982

Upon an early arrival at Jenolan, we divided 1inte two groups.
Phillip and Warren Cole went to dig in J1€8 along with Bruce Stewart,
Colin Matthews and Mike Gibbeon, whilst Grant Elliott and myself went
to investigate a few holes in the Scuthern Limestone. J268/9 was des-
cended till the rift that this cave follows downwards became too nar-
row for me to safely descend. Rocks cdroppad down this cift fell for a
long way: it seems ss if this cave proceeds down to at least reek
level. Further investigation of this cave could prove profitable; if

~

done by someone slightly narrower than myself, it would also be sater,

J270 was also investigated but found to be partly silted up. it
is near the Heffalump Trap, which still seems to be the best site for
further progress towards the Souvhern Limestone Master Cave, as a dol-
ine on the other side of the creek would tend to suggest substantiz!
cave underneath this area, J273 was alszo found (accidentally). This
is near Block Cave on the opposite aide of the creek and looks prom-
ising from the surface,

Grant and I returned to J168 and met Mike Lake and Francia Chee
and the others. Further digging in this cave revealed a relatively
strong breeze. However, the digging was mesking the digging site
rather wunstable and definitely unsafe. A3 & result we retreated from
the cave, leaving a rock with a cross on it blecking the entrance to
the dig. Digging cannot continue £ill the area is either shored up or
blasted, Unfortunately, prospects losked very geoed but are not worth
the dangers involved,

Meanwhile Judy Clarke and Richard McNeall had gone to Spider o
use the secaling poles again; however, after much trouble in tho sump
with floating packs and sinking boots, this idea was abandoned, with
Judy half-drowned, This effort tocok them most of the day. Anyone fin-
ding a shoe at the bottom of the upstream sump should return it £o
Judy, she is starting to get tired of caving in plastic bags.

~ In the meantime, those of us on the surface proceeded up the val-
ley. I investigated J29 and J54 with a view to looking et their rela-
tion te Mammoth Cave., They seem tc bhe silted-up past entrances Lo ths
Entrance Chamber of Mammoth Cave as does J14 (the old wvalk-in
entrance.)

We then proceaded up the wvalley to J%4. After some rathw
removing, it was decided that much work would have to be done Lo
remove more rocks stopping progression, However, it 1s the o2
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i . ’ ¥ AL W . . oo Pk % JREE Y B laiee k1 Binies b
then dnvestlgated., 'The clils ware nob. Blovliog  but  ored neaoptialis
Century Cave covld. dotibe Founds

Wiburd's was next on Lhe agenda, Henry's Uig wes- srlted Lips
rock was removaed from the top of the cave peacis in Yavning Gulches -
it looked as if someone.had puh it there. v a3 & rasult thay were
ealhay  dry.ane. peehinlly darbeoyod: agwa serborabion wory vae glone. w
ceturn them to their griginal state,

The whoe'« of Jenolan sppears to be very dry at rpresent. Love:
River in Sp.uer appears to be a feu centimetres lower than uysusil. ¥
raturned from within the wvest vweoids of Wiburd s el dusk end met fhe
others along the way back Lo the campsite.

Gn Sunday, Grant and- 1 proceeded inta Spider to survey Lha Nt
srtensicons, We gpent % hours in the cave surveying over 250m of pas
sages. Judy and Richard added details to Mike’s earlier Tdownstaire

| =
e 4

survey wvhilst Phil and Warcen aided them., The cthers ware too

To gn ceving st all, except Hike Sibbeon whn attempted Spider bl
difin't get through Pirate’s Delight. All of these surveys have now sil

haen added to .the Spider map thanks to Guy NcoKanna ' a work (ed).

The lazt of usz left Jeaclan at 8.20.if the evening after a ful.

weakand’ s paving,
Guy #cKanna

Lining Butierfiv % T
~iping Butterfly rp H{rf' S

f 3{ L)
N
‘J,M ——
i ;ﬂﬂ“’é\h_

!

ﬁiiﬁf-

ALBINE BOTVSRTLY
Dge7 haking a Loop aleontg LHe
lenghe of the roupn. Strain -
ia the same 'direction as'Ehe
cope; dirgetion is not changed
by the konot.
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The 3lpine Butterfly
and ila relevance to rigging
hy Haligolm Harndel

Trhere are very few knote that tha cever needs to he skille
tving, hmunq-thesc the double figure-nf-sight knot, bowline and t©
anet are the most important and rmosat cavers will do all their rigg)
cuite safely vaing just these three knots,

Only rarely is the alpine butterfly used and it ia not. even mern
tioned in Hontgomerv's book Single Rope Tachnigueas for Vertica!
Lavers., MNevertheless it is an ecxtrenely useful rigging knot with on-
‘ery distinct advantacge over hhﬂ double figure of & knot and bowline.

The Lypical use for the buw;xn& and the dauble figure of & ig -
make a loop in the end of & rope., - In the situation wh e a fres eng
of the rope has Lo be pagsed around & large object (e.q. houlcer,
opillar) it is guicker and eaaisr to tis a bovline h&:a ise using &
double figure of B knot reguires initially tving a single figure of .-8
knct a long way from the end of the:cope and hopefully in the right
place. X long running end must ke pulled through when tying 'thm
gingle ficyre of 8. The elpnine butterfiy iz not at all syiteble fo

this purpoae.

Fow 1ain*nq two wopes end-Le-end either the double fisherman :
knol or a double figure ¢f % may be used. Many people now use ths
double figure of & because they are so fsmiliar-with it, it iz immedi-
ately pbvious if it has been tied f“f‘l“ﬂ"LlF and it meanz that anz
less knot is needed in their renetgire,

The alpine butterfly and the ucwblc £1gure of & knets ars bol
ugeful for tying a loopiin the midd ;f 2f a rope. In the double figur:
vf 8 the runn]rq and s*unihnq end 0f the rope should not ke widel:
separated (fig.la), and certainly the ends should not be loaded such
*hat the rope is pulled straioht KEig,Lb}. On the other hand, .the
sipine butterfly is ideally suith kn havinq the standing and ruanire
ands loeded in a straight line (fig.lea}

The inceorrect vse of the donble fijyure of 8 has the tendency Lo
pull the knot apart causlng it %o loce the smooth contoursz that mak:
the double figure of 8 such an excellent knet.

The situation often eriases in vertical caving where one wishes to
aang a rope with egual leoad olaced on 2 anchor peints. This can he
achieved in severel wavs., Se2 tigures 2a,b,e.d. It is clearly evi-
‘dent from the disgrame that 1Lne most economical of these rigging

ethods is that which uses the alpire butterfly. Thig method use:
legs rope, or taps, and on2 less kerabiner, Other nmethoda of rigging
that are frequently pmrluyeu use the double ficure of 8 in the norrent
manner, §



e
g

jas AP of 8B ib: &.F of B8 ic: alpine buttexily
used correctly used incocrastly used correctly

Figure 2: Feur wethods of distributing load betwsen
two anchor points, demonstratine the economy of

using the alnine butterfly

{ 8]
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e

M
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28, - in, 2c 24,
4 d.F of 8 1 2ipine butterfly 1 d4.F of § 3d4.F oFf 8
4 karabiners : 4.F 8 - 2 sliags i sling
2 karabiners 3 karabiaers 3 karabiners
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This was not a caving trip ! 1 was to spend % manths in
lelaee Wk billig M0y hr vyapd wriainl hight woliaps i1 eibliben vt mlealyen
microscope there, but paturally encugh [ soon got in touch with my old

clud -~ Ozferd University Cave Club - and fcund tham even more sciive
fan they had been in my timme (anr*- one oli fcasil from those days was
atill caving with them }! Cf coursa, they bod just discovered the Tih
deepest cave in the world "llui.-l--_i, u.fhlu i 18 quiic a boost to any club -
but also makes ynost British caves seem ratker shallow. Sincs the
English academic year starts in October, the first couple of trips 1 got
on to were freshers irips,

. irst of these was Ewildon's ecave, in the Mendip Hills in Somerse
which was a faveurite {or such trips sveu before my itime, The entrance
16 # small streain s.ir:k_ which leads to a steeply descending: and most
atiractive strezin passage. The cave is around 130m: deep, and contains
several km of passage, with sevérel free-divabls sumpz aad similar delights,
and is a'most enjoyable trip, It is deservadly one of the most popular

trips on Mendip, but on' thes first Saturday of the university term it iz
Jdecidedly too popular, with eavers arriving in bus locads,  The numbey

of peopie in the cave must have been over 50, which tended tc cause
congestion at times, Nevmihme% a good trip, with enough water in

e streamway te make it sporting. 't_h‘? Queen Victoria =t Priddy still

hes the same landicrd, and is a2s good 2s ever., On the way back to Oxford
we even gicpped at the same tzke-away chicken place that we used to
gatronize iZ years ago.

Next trip was o nf, or Jazk Pot, in Derbyshire - egually popular

fur such trips, but one which 7 i.a:‘* not been to hefore, The weather
by this time was gelting distinetly chilly, aad & very cold stream was
#i uking at the entrance. This is snatm classic swallet cave, much

shorter than Swildon's, but i1l a Tirst rate trin, in other circomstanoes,

1

Thkis time, however, there were just too mary 1 ople.  Abdut hal~way

gown there 15 a wet pitch - only E»*m_ Lut with larpge partiez af hay 3couts
;rﬁ*rfr down, getting scaked, and coming sir uph' up again, it caused 4

I-
tal bottleneck, We were laft 5iiti.'ﬂg in the cold for i+ nours hefire
we could get dewn - which left me with a cold fur days ofterwards.
A good bl for waekday trips only!

l'l'|_

hat wa cugh of {reghers trips, znd for our next trip

‘izy Sheppard, Jan Hunning and ! set off tc do cne of the best trips in
t?e counkry = Qgot Ffynnon Ddu, in South Wales, This iz the despest
cave in Britain {300m)} and umtil]l recently was the longest (40 iom),

it has three enirances; we weare ¢ go in through the highest of these,

antd out of the Cwra Dwr entrance. A clzssic through trip. - The upper
entrance leads to a complex series of large, old phireatic passages,
tepding to a steep geries of climbs {one of which hss a fized ladder) down
to the underground riverway. We got iotally lost in these passages,

in spite of having 2 survey with us, but mei another party who showed
ug the way te the rivar, The viverway is a deep vadose canyon, with
inte of water, and some r:l*f;ni{:'rﬁ_, almest invigible potholes, It is

zis0 long ! Al goed things come (¢ an end, however, and eventually
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fuy Alg sy -ih.':s”u.wul.-. Iejkur 0 e-|1u|*}_ el wem Basd gy '-Iltrlti_-' tha “”‘“W“”“‘
dry levels again, 'There iz u sump aypass, leading to an entrance

(GFD 1) close to the resurscocs, but our route led wia some eniertal ing
traverses and 3 boulder choke to the cwm dwr inlet passage | from which
the way out is 400 metres of [lat-out ¢rawling and a -ahf:n-t 1ndder piteh

g m Jdesbnplpe. Ve anly gt laat twlogs In o thle wecllon o

After that the snows descended on England, and caving was irapossible
ifor a while Lh{n,g'h 1 did get within a2 few kilometres of some Yorkshire
LAVES, th:n they finaliy thawed, Teress znd I had a couple aays
in Wales again, Water levels were, not surprisingly, rather iaiglﬂ but
w2 did several caves in the Little Neath system. as well i Porth yr
Ogef, s short but fopressive through irip carrying the whole flow of
ihe River Meilt '

o

i

e

somehow 1 can never keep away from Yorkshire if [ am in
England, sc in early February we paid a visit te John Forder, on =
our way to Scotland where I hed to give a2 seminar (and where we hoped 9
i0 go skiing). John is one of England's top cavers, end lives with hia
wile and various daupghters in 2n unbelievably pmturf—s"ue cottage  in

a Sieep ccbbled sireet in the centre of Dent, a tiny village surrounded
by limestone and caves. We went down Calf Hole, a stream sink
which gives a through trip to Brow Gill, the resurgence, A short, but

“D}G}Iabl” trip, with a waterfall entrance pitch and :1C"fﬂﬂ fine stregm
passage. Halfway through is a waterfall - freeclimbable if one wanted

to, but bypassed by an alternative climb. Joha, however, bhad laboriously
brought his Mamiya large-format SLR down the cave with him, and
iniended to moke me suffzr for it, so [ had to climb up the waterfall

and pose in the icy torrent for scme pictures. Much later, az we left the
cave, John said "Oh dear (or words to that gifect) - 1 think I had the
wrong shutter speed for the flash!" .....

Skiing in Scotiand was HOPELESS | The huge spowfalls of
early January had been followed by an equally huge thaw, and all that wae
ieit wers patches of ice among the heather and rooks, Nwert cless we
skied. Teresa gave up after lunch, but I kept at it to get the value i
of my day ticket (which was at least cheap). Howsver the {aciiities
for ron-skiing were even groitier than the snow - unlike most Oz resorts
where you are usually better off in the bar than on the slepes, Words
of advice to anycne pPlanning to ski there : 1. only go if the snow iz
good (the slopes would be first-rate with good asnow) 2. bring your own
food and grog 3. doa't hire skiz 21 the resort - the cnes at flenshee
were simply honeless,

After thai, of course, Teresa and | pot married land I still
d'm't know how the news of that got to the SUSS Bull) and it was time

to lesve - in my case back to Australis vie Calife roig, Arizcona and i

Mexico. And a few warm days of Auturin bafore my third winter in - .

Buccession, :
O S T D D T SR T I S S S



Fubine Yyenis

General Heeting, ommon Room, Holme Building, 7.30 pa
Bungonia, SRT only. Contect Phillip Cole on 5285 249%,

Crass-country 2kiling. Come for the wsek, part of the
week or one of the weelends, Peginners welcome., Contant
Eristin Young on 90 6867,

5> deoy bushwalk in Deua WNational Park, with passibility
wigiting Bendethera and/oer Deua Caves. Cpntact Paul
Chatterton on 4% 19140

General Meeting. <Common Room, Holme Building, 7.30 pu
Spelecaportz, at Hacguerie Uni, Everyone must come!!iiii
If vyou can't make a teal 2f 4, enter anyway. Contact lan
Hanm for a rvregistration {orm and for more informaticn

on how you are going to help on the dav.

Jenolan, Hike Leke's hirthday trip. Contact Hike Lake
524 5229,

o
.l-.ll
R

coame, Contect Rirhard Hodesll on 44

I

¥es Jamper, WVertieal - but no experience necesssr
ladders). All wel

Jenolen., Learn skboul sceling poles and do the dreaded
Dwyer's Cave, Contact Judy Clarke on 85% 1274&,

Bushwaiking., Contact Judy Clerke on 869 1276 or Kriatin
Young on 30 6867 _

Bathurst 1000, Ceontsct Richard Medeall on 46 1847,

Coanyoning. Contact Mike Lake on 524 5279,

—

Tve got it decipheiad . ., I* sayvs exit.
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