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Searcn and ResBcus
Jenelan -~ Z3rd-24th Rugust 1282

This a perscnal acecunt of the search for and consequent rescue
of David Sima from AZleddin Cave (Ji9), The search oparation waz coor-
dinated by the N3W Cave Rescus Group and David was actually found by
?ﬁUI Greenfield, Kristip Young, Poas Nevhery (SUSS) and Mark Bonwick

EEL DN

David Sima went to Jenclan on Monday (23rd August), primarily to
visit the <{ourist caves. David hsd had a past history of "sxploring"
the mines in the Blue Kountainz and wea interested in doing sore
illegal exploration at Jenoclan. At about lunchtime Devid went nff with
& box of metches and prompiiy disappsared.

After early sttenmpts st finding him hed failed, the Cave Raszcua
peorle were called in early on Tueadsy morning. Police Rescue were
also involved about the same Lime. These groups, together with the
guides, conducted a search through the day on Tuesday, covering the
tu?gist caves, the Devil'a Coach House and the northern and southern
valleys,

Hews of the search wee on radlioc and television news on Tueazday
morning end wox noticed by Maleolm Handsl who theought that nerhaps
SU8S should be invalved, Melcnln rang Randall King and together thev
organisad a SUSE contingent to go up that night. Halcols rang me
about lunchtime and Kristin (who just happened to walk in at the right
Lime) and I then rang sveryone on the 3USE address list whom we knew,
Unfortunately, being Ruguat end still alightly white, almost everysne
was out, away skiing or learning to hang-glide. Arrangements were then
made to leave Sydney later that afternoon after checking with Grace
Mattaas thaet the boy was stili lost snd that we were needed for the
sesrch, The CRC and police had decided st 2 meeting at 4.00 pm that
efterncon to call in the ceving clubs, considering the increasing
gseriouvaness of the situatisn.

All of the SUSS groups arrived at Jenolan at about 8pm an Tuesdav
night and were teld to get resdy for a short search that evening,
When Bruce Welch arvived, we went through the Northern Limestons book.
drawing up a list ef all caves that Bruce conaidered a* all werth
searching, At this stage, David had been wmissing for 30 hours and
"‘grave fears’ were held for his safety. It was decided that the gearch
would be continued until lam that night by groups of four caveras each
searching about 2 caves fairly thoroughly. If this search had failed,
.an intensive gearch was to be started at dawn on Wedneaday, Ths Tuss-
day evening search groups were all composed of experienced Jenolan
cavera which made thewm far more efficient at ssarching than the groups
during the day. Hany nof the caves to he ssarched are hard enough o
find by inexperienced parties even during daylight., The knowlsdoe of
Jenclan possessed by the caving groups meant that the ssarch parties
could find the cavez on their list without much difficulty, sven on a
dark night and having foound them could conduct = thorough ssarch
without having to turn it into an initiel sxpleoration as wsll,.

Ky group (Kristin Young, Rose Mewbery, Mark Bonwick and mvaelf)
were assigned the Kladdin Bluff caves, mostiy hecausze 1 knew whare
J168 and Ji70 were to he found, We zet off down the valley from search
control (No, 2 Carpark) at sbout 9:30pm and aonon crossed the creek
which was my cue to shtart looking for J168B. 1t wag very dark on Tuag-

dey night and congequently most of the landmarks tha® would normaily
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be used to locats caves wers themselves hard to locate, Mevertheleszs,
we found J168 ‘almest streight away and Foss conducted &n exheustive
search. Two minutes later (it’s not really vwhai one would call a2 bidg
cave, not until we connect it with Jubilee, that is) we hesded up “hs
hillside to find J170., I quickly found this cave too, after Ross had
welked right past it while looking for it, Mark guickly esplored this
ceve and it too was smpty of miszing peopla, Mark thsn went off fo
find Bonwick’s Dig and I started wandering along and up the hillside,
While Mark wea =2till searching, T c&ma upon the entrence +to  Aladdin
Cave, Aladdin is an old tourist cave and still has the original gete,
The distributed key hes not worked for yssrszs and the normel methed of
entrance has heen to move the lonse rocks Lo the left of the entrance
and sgueeze through, Spelen groups are- normaliy very careful about
replacing the racks and leaving the entranca in pristine conditicn so
ag not to attrect casusl viasitors., Rs such, it was immediately ohbvious
from the disturbed rocks st the entrance thel somecnz hed heen through
recently, This wan & cass where local knowledse of the ares was of
great benefit. Previocus searchers hed looked at the entranne. saen
that the gate was still locked and agsomed that the cave wea not worth
further investigation,

I called the others over and Rosz Hewbery and Kristin sgueezad
past the gate. They iumedisatsly found 2 slonpy-joe end I radioced back
its description and it wes confirmed as being similar o that ™ wuhich
David had been wearing., When we firat astarted searching, the gesneral
feeling waz like the one thait one gets on every southern limesstore
search. You - expect Tt gpend much UTime and effort ahsnlutely
fruitlessly, ¥Ye were also not expecting Devid Lo be found safe and
well eafter being missing for 30 hours: et best we thnught he might he
lying injured scmewhere. As s result, uncovering evidence that we wmay
have actually found him gave all of us a digtinct zinking feeling: who
wants to have to recovsr an injuced parseon? How bedlv injured wouid he
be? Weould he atill he alive? He all suddenly felt the autraps
seriousness oi the situetion and reeiized the vaesponsibility it invol-
ved,

" Ross ther started heading into the cave and promptly found a
trail of burnt mpatches, Hristin then wailted while Foss startsed sear-
ching, After eonly ahoul a minute of searching, Poas had voice contact
with Dawid, This w.s somewhat of & rellief Lo cur group as we nov knew
that not only had we found David but he wes also conscicus. Ross then
reported -that he had found David and that he appsared uninjured, This
news was then radiced back te zsearch control and Roas and Kristin hel-
ped David out aof the reve, David wes guits agled to see us (almcst as
glad as we were io see him) Ross hed difficulty keeping up with him on
the way out., He was in excellent condition for having been undercround
for 3% hours, just feeling tired, cold. hungry and +fhirsty. when he
was ogut of ihe cave we gave him what evar fond we had on vs and scoms
apareg clothing 7it wasz a fairly warm night by our standards), 2After
ensuring that he was capehle of walking back, we radiced back that we
were returning and walked back to the cer park. We had spent nn more
than about half an hour foxr the whole search and rescue,  returning
with David about '10:15pm.

David had =started locking for caves ip McKeownsz Velley about lpm
on MKonday ‘and had seen zomsthing that appecared L6 be a cave entrance’
on Aladdin Bluff. He had climbed up and found “he antrance %o Aladdin
when the first attraction "turned out not %o he af interesi, He Lad
rnoticad that there wvers iocowe rocks baside the gate snd had aqgueezed
in to the caeve. He had tried to buy a lighter frem the kiosk earlier
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but bad had fo make do with s single box nf matches instead., So eguip=s
ped, he went in as far a5 the steel cable and decided that he was gat-
ting low on matchea and should start turning back, David was guite
lucky as Aleddin gets a hit trickiar from that point on and without
adeguate equipment would have likely to have injured himseif, Naar the
bottom of the firat climb down, he realised tha* he was slightly lost,
Just after this he ran cut of matches and bsing lest in the dark
decided to wait for rescus. Thirty two hours later his wait uaz ended

When we first arvived that evening, the place was erawling with
teievision news people and 3n we supacted to he awamped when we came
over the hill, Ingtesad the car park waz alwest deserted and it seemed
that no one was really interssted in our discovery. We took David
into the search headquerters whers we were thanked and David was war-
med and fed. We told our story for the first time then. Shortly after,
the hordes descended (they hed all been waiting in Caves House) and we
gave our first interview, WHe then waited around being debriefad,
giving mors interviews, talking and pating., We left for Sydney ebout
12:30 and vere hack bv 2am,

A fsv comments about the szarch and reacus sffort:

some of the orgenisation was guite gocd. The way that the =search
parties wers allotted caveas on Tuesdey night by Bruce waa a good
use of local expertise.

= The usze of radivs by sesrch groups vas also oood,

e David Sima should have besn found at 1lesast 12 houra earlier,
Rladdin Cave hsad not bszer chesclked thoroughly by anyone with loces!
knowledge, In any future such searchasz all groups should heva at
least one local “expert™ with fthem, The zearch on Tuesdsry nicht:
wauld have thoroughiy coveraed all of the likely cavas in the'
northern limestons in only sbout thrae hourg, hecauvas the szarch’
teams knew the caves thev had bheen ellocated. In asavches, laosl
knowledge iz far more impoctent than general caving ability or
8kill in rescue technigues, Would a group of non-Jenoclan cavers’
have vealised thet someene couid he inside Aladdin deapits the
gate being locked? As & result of this zenrch I would recommond
that Cave Reacue should rely much more on the caving graoupe with
1ocal expertias for ssarchesz.

= Tha ASF safety rules about carrying muitiple independent sources
of light were proved to be right., David should have heen carrving
at Iesast three independant boxzes of matches (or lighters),

Faul Greenfield
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SU SPELEQLOGISTS RESCUE

BOY LOST AT JENOLAM

The Sydaey University Zosivologicsl Socicty
viayed a majoi role in the sugsescful search for
a fifteen year old boy who was lost far mors
ihan 20 hours in the jencian Caves last week

Three of the four members. of the search
party which found the boy, Paul Greenfield,
F’<’r|.sur1 Young and Ross Mewkerry, wore mom-

2rs of the Socizty. And the Society's bonk,
Caves af Jenolen (Vol.2 - the Northera Lime-
stone} 'was used to work out all the pessible
caves in which the bov could be lost and to
355gn caves Lo search parties,

About fifteen members of the Spelecl-
ogical Society voluntecred to assisi with the
search, and arrived at Jeaolan Caves at 8pm
on Tur-srjay night, 24 August,

'We organised five scarch sarties, eash with
two or three of our membars and ane or two
ciher volunteers’, said Pac! Greenfieid, 2

fecturer in the Department of computer

Science,

After an hour or so Eftting organised we
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set off and Juckity cur group located the = boy
in the ihird of the gight raves we had intended
tn search that evening, We found him just after
10pm, tired, cold, hungry and thirsty hut
otherwise unharmed.’ _

The boy, David Sima, of Blackheath, had
beer: missing since 1.30nm on Mendav, He
apparenty sgueezed through a wire grate to
expiore Alzddin's Cave {Cave ]19) and ran out
of matches when he was about 30 metres inside,

The successful search pariy had scarched
caves J165 and j170 before trying Aladdin's,
which is. an oid tourisi cave now closed to the
puhlic.

The 5U Speleological Socicty has around
300 members, and conducts trips away nearly
every weekend, 1t was founded in 1949 and is
Australia’s second-oldest speleo sociciy, next to
the Tasmanian Caving Club thai staried in 1947,
Anyore interasted in joining the Society can
ring Michael Lake on ext 3145,

2205182
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The following are three of the meore popular lightweight atovez
guitable for bushwalking, ski-touriny and gensral ligttuahghf camping,
These descriptions ahould be ne}prh for anyone whe ig conaidering
ruying a stove, and who dossn’t know where to atsri

HSh

The MSR stove (Hountsin Sefety Resgarch, Inc., USA) is efficient
cils 48 litres of water with one 1ifre of fuel, or ! litre in abovi
minutes, which weansg you carry leas fuel) and lightweight fabout 550
ams} snd runs on variocus fuels. The /K modal, commenly svallable
re, (G model sveilable in UWSR =2tc) has twe interchangzable deata.
e G jet mey burn shellite. petrol and avistion fuel, the maore wole-
le and mora deangerous tec use fuels (i.,e. im tente) and the ¥ et
urng kerosene, decdorized prefarred, with equal nf‘*“;ﬂ*cy and
greeter safety. This uniqus VﬂLl&hiilTY is an asgset in out of the way
places, where fuel avallabilitv may be zlﬁit&d. Fuel is stored in the
fusl tank itself, an aluminium Sigg bottle in 620 =l and litrse sizes.
vhich ﬁJFELtly hlt frhe atove at tha :rum_:E and ia disconnrected when not
it use, A strong steel fuel line ieads teo the compact 2corm high burnsy
frem the pump/botile amssembly, giving & stable cutrigoger sffect. The
distence of the tank from the birner elspe minimisae risk of explozion
from an overheatsd fuel Lsnx. A wvindshield end heat reflector ars
placed around ihe burner for maximum efficiency The stove is smell
and easy to store and carcy. Teo eperats, one pumpa to low pressurs
fFirst. When burning the various gasolines (avke or aviation fuels,
because of their additives, are not preferred %o shellits’, preheat
fuel iz releaged from the tenk and is 11t by the built-in sparker.
When wusing kero, a wick iz aaturatad and l1it with a match., One can
uw3e shellite insterd of kero as prebeat fuel in the squirt hottle pre-
vided end then the aparker mav be used., Once the atove is vrimed, the
valve is cpened further and the atove goes, maintained by cocasional
pumping. The stoye burns noisily on tuo basic speeds, fast and turho,
One ~an simmer oniy if the pressure in the tank iz low ~encugh.
howesver . the zﬁnww wag primarily designed for speed. J% is advised
nat reoughly 300s! of fusl per person per day be aliocated when snow
ig to be melted, half this, if not. This stove. unlike, for example,
hh@ Trangia metho stove, has numerous small parts and technical prabh-
lems occasionally occur, but the user is supplied with & maintenance
kit, spare parts and detailed instructions, end mest repairs may - be
dong in the field, HKany pfﬂblema merely acise from lack of experionce
in using the'atmve, Practice with the ztove bafore vou reslly nasd it
is ~adviseble to get +he hest cut of it. This vyear's model is sup-
poa2adly an improvement on previcus ones. If around $80 ian’t too much
too pay and you aren’t perplexed by technolegy, the MSR is a very
appealing investment,

o
r}-

o i B R

sl as

This stove runs on white spirit (shellite) and iz wuseful far
bushwalking and skling trips. JYi is vary velisble. providing the Gan
iet iz kept unhlocked. This is no prohlem asince most stoves hevs an
inbuilt, self-pricking system. "he estovae is fairly economicel - 1
heve found that mine will run full blast for 45 minutss won & full
tank, Spare fuvel is easily carried in an aluminium fuel bothle The
stove will boil a billy (spprox 1 litre) of water in 8 minutea ¢
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for snow, of course) end zipmering uses very iittie fuel, zince ths
atove car be turned down very low, Greater efficlency in windv condi-
tiona can be achieved by the use of & windshield. which can gasiiy bs
made out of cardbeard covared in aluminium feil., For backpacking, the
stnve 13 a good choice, since it £its well into a bhilly. I3 !
disedvantage ls thet it muat be primed (hesated ~ usually 2y burning
some fuel in the spirit cup sbove the tank) hefore heing 1it, 1 find
that meths is better than white gpirit %o use for this ~ leas euplo-
sive, Once warm. with snough preassure built up, the stove can he
relit after turning off without further priming, Altogether it is =&
good stove, though not as cheap as it used fo he ~ it now costs around
S40.

Judy Clarcks

P,8., Other Optimue stove models have & similar burner ato,
Optimus slso meke kero stoves as wall as zhellits,

The Trengia ig a methylated spirits burning stove of reasonable
efficiency and weight and is amezingly simple end relighlse. The hasic
Trangia stove consists of o basge with air helea, the actual burner and
the pan holder/windshield, It is designed Lo work under all conditiona
and the harder the wind iz blowing, the €sater it will cook. The wind
ghizlding is so effsctive that with any yreasonably high uind there is
more Of a nproblem stopping thes Trangia from cooking too quickly. Tran-
gias come az complete cocking kite with =sucapnans and 2 frypan all
packed into the space of the various ghieldes and sucports. & complete
Trangisa (1-2 marn) packs dowrn In cylinder 19c¢m dismeter by 10cn nigh
and there is then nu need to take any other cesking gear such az  bil-
ties. A complete Trangie kit coats only ahout §40.

The main adventages of the Trangie are its simpiicity (no moving
paris) end speed. Dy the time vou have finighed mucking arvound priming
and pressurising other shtoves, the Trangia will have boiled your water
already. The main disadvantage is the lower heat availahle from metho
&8 against white spirits but this is compensated for by the design of
the Trangia, Ths saucepans ave luried inside the stove &nd conze-
quently very little heat is wasted. Trangias seem +to be about as
afficient as= any other stoves: on a recert Tasmanian trip, two of us
used just over a litre of metho on an eight day trip using & 2-3 man
Trangis for all our cooking and water boiling, Methylated spivits also
has the advantege of being fairly innccuous, less harmful to the con-
tents . of your pack than petrel. If you want an extremely simple, com-
pact and stabile cooiing aystem, the Trangia is highly recommended.

Complete Unit (f—
Fached For Trave Y

e T T ———
"“_‘IT:‘:M-\-.‘.—'---—.-:__::"'!-_::-';;‘
s s‘m"'"“‘“_‘ s

Simall Frypan
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B Megssage fyrom Your Prazident

I am pleased to inform you that 5. U.8.5. is now & member cf Lhe
Sydney University Sports Union, so the ¢lub’a future nov looks secure,
All members are covered with accident insurance (mors details later!,
The bulletin will s8%ill be produced raoularly, with thanks to those
few dutiful workers, Paul, Kristin and Twiggy fand others =-ad,: e
uaual, material for the Bull i=s aharcﬁ: what has happened to.all these
grand schemez certeain veople once boazted, and those hew ideas YO
"freshers” had? You can uo |h?31j With 3 pen 88 well as with a light
~ hesides it £ills in the daylight hours,

thet very few people out there

This leads one to the realisation
are dezerving of being called §5.Y.5.3. members, A *&lub is For
leizure, sport, relaxation and, yez, even acientifi advencerent and
rasearch, but without effort being put into the whole c¢luk, it wil}
sponer or latey drv up. It is disappointing to see that during oy

absence, wvery little caving or yvelated activity has heen going on.

Once agein 1t has been left up to & few psople to den all: the work,
Sogner or later thosne penple may give up cerrying ths rest: So get up
and show a bit of enthusiasm for the society. Caeving is a'teéam sport,
if the team doegn’t work together. go 3clo caving, but, gince we don’t
want a rescue every weekend, do your hit -~ -hassle a trip leasder,
grganise & dinner party or a RBAQ. Or gai marcied. Some of the team
‘mambers are forming matrimonial teams, and thie should he "an exemple
to :the rest, You don‘t.. have te:heractive,; but you do have tc ke
interested in whsat's happening around you and vour felldu cavers.

This leads to formal congratulations on bshalf »of 85.,U.5.8%, to
those getting married and those juat born or being reborn aa well as
those in-5.U,3.5, who “eﬂﬁuod the boy from Aladdin. Cave  _abt  Jenolan

recently,  ‘But could the rest of vou rescue a fellow caver in diffi-
culty? Tt is your obligation to be able to do so.

Encuch of the pep talk, 1f vyou areé tired of caving, vyou still
haven"t cracked Jenclan vet. or been to Danse and then there is always
China, or else get sstisfactior helping ’*Ierﬂ._ Sp  for .ance he
serious, let”o kKeep S.U.5.3. number 1 in MN.8.¥W.. Lst‘s get this team
werking. . . ! '

Guy MoXanna
SUSS Bull 22(3):85



rip Report
iington Cavaz
17th August, 1952

T
Wel

ewart, Mike Lake, Ian Mann,

Pregent: Tonvy Allen, Allan Skea, Bruce G¢
(member of the floppy hat bri-

Rosie (Carson, Guy NHeKanna
gadael), Marnia Holmes,

Wellingten iz located absut an hour's high speed drive north of
Jrange (Mike Lake’s driving starndard). The road is sealed all Lthe dav
Lo the well-equipped camping area, Juppiementing the hot shower

facilities and 243 welt AC power on gite, there are coin-operated
eiectric barbeques, The caves are all located in o amall hill adja-
cent to the camping area, There are Luc tpurist caves, Cathedral Cave
and Gaden Cave, which we visited on Saturday night,

The first cave we visited was Tank Cave. This involves a short
climb down past some possums, Lo reach 2z horizontal passage which ends
in dirt £ill. A bearing was taken to ascertain in which directicn

this dusty dig would lead. As it heads toward an area in the limes-
tone hill where no raves are known vet, it might be a good prespect.

Peppercorn Cave entrance is next to a iaryge peppercorn tree, We
climbed dewn into extensive cave by Wellington standards to reach a
ladder pitch cverleoking deep hiue weter in which we intrepidly sawam
on Sundeay,

The next cave wa visited was of moce recent formation, being a
phosphate mine which had besn dug into a completely sediment -filied
cave, The geology ia interesting and complex, In many oplaces, the
roof is supported by rotiing colizpsed timbers and we all moved with
due care.

Wellington Caves are cften plagued with £02 and Gas Pipe Cave has
had C02 concentrations of 1i% recorded in it. This originates from an
innocent-looking hole in the flaor. which we didn't put cur heads
into. Mitchell Cave was visited next. This involives an gasy 20 foot
chimney (the most technical climb we had to de all waekend!) which
leads to some nice pasaage.

1t was now late afferncon, =zo we retired from the- caving scemne:
and after a nice shower, we cocked a good meal on the electric barbe-
que. One 20 cent piece sufficed for 4 people to cook theipr dinner,
which is geed value indeed,

After dinner, we visited Gaden Cave. which is not very gaood as
tourist caves go. The cave was vary digappointing, Electrical cahles
for the lights had been pleced right across flowstone sheets and heild
aown every five feet or so by 6" high hlohs of shovel-depnsited con-
crete, Had there been CO02 present, the hapbazardly placed electri
fans would have done a pitiful dob af removing it., Generally it
the werst develcoped cave I have ever been ints. Even on the surfec
air wventilation shaftz 'dug into the ground were coverasd by ghaztl
chicken~wire “tent2”. The Wellington Shire Council has a lot to lear
abocut cave development,

T?!;
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We then viai Cathedral Cave, Entering the cave, one is con-
fronted by 2 cleare chamber which c¢ontaina an old rifle lsaning
against the wall and a campfire with a billy on it, accompanied by the
sign "Ben Hall's Campgite”. Further in one reaches a larges cavern
with a single larqge column sxtending to the vocof, called "The Pulpit”

1ug

From here, Guy deliveced zome "Hellifire and Damnation® verses from an
£
T i

old, 4na+bpran Ribkle sorte, Hoat noticeable were the coloured
lights and the orown zireak down the side of the 50.foot - high wolumn.
(A rusty wvater tank sits on the surface directly abgve)l, Howvever

was still  impressed by the nature of the pulpit and the surcounding
chiamber because of its =ize and shape. Numeroug photographs vwvere
taken from many anglesa, !

Sunday

Harnies Holmes'drrived in the morning to increase our numbers, so
Je - visited - the Phosphate Hine and Gas Pipe Cave for a tourist trip
Tony Allen also had-to collect a sanmple cof calcite from a particular
Yavel 'in. Phosphate Hine. Then we proceéeded Lo Pappercorn Cave with
watsuits (two of us only had webtauitas), We descerded the ladder pitch
and awem along & narrow, low, stalictitoe-rocofed passage., Towards tha
erd, it sumped and we realised that the pessege we swam in | extanded
outvards balow the water level. We ware swimming clocse to the roof of
a large pasgags, possibly sven 2 large cavern. Eventuaily we headad
back agz  some peopld were gatting cold, except Guy and Ian. They had
had a eswim in the passage on Saturday.

That afterncon Yan and Rosie left, fclloued by Guy end myself,
which left three cavers remaining.

Monday

Bruce, Allan and Tony started to dig out two caves, one an
unnamed cave and the. cther orne called Xiosk Cave. This latter cave is

namad thus as it oung Lndeyg tha imcel kinsk, 1§ wonder whether thev
were digging the floor or the raof.

Later in the day they inztalled some metal ladders in Gas Pipe
Cave for the council. This ceve may be opened up for a self-guided
touriat cave in the future.
Tuesday

In the merning, the three rémaining cavers drove down river and
‘went walking., They found zome nav cave entrances which mey be checked

ovt further at a leter date, They left eround lunchtime,

Hike Lake




Trip Report

Janolan

Z4th ~ 25%h Bhugust 1987
This trip to Jenclan wee organised at very short notice and lots
of people were prasent Ong major digcovery was made.
We arrived at Jenclan on Tueaday evening et about 8,30 pm  and

2 carpark. We were surnrised to find lots of
other people there, sowe of them trogs,. some not, Some were oddly
attired in blue uniforms, We trogged up. and although we didn‘t heave
& permit, set off down the stairs to the paves.

parked in the number

Thia was
even in dav-

We quickly found J168 in the dark, at around 190.00 pm,
an improvement on the timas taken tn locate this cave,
light, on other trips. A cursery inspection of this small cava fol-
lowed, then we woved on tﬂ J179, ancther small cave nearby. 0Only one
of the party entersd and soon emerged with nothing signifirant to
report.

We then moved along the hill in search of Sonwick’s Blunder, Ae
we approached the entrance to Aladdin Cave, which we intended ts enter
later, we noticed that the rocks were shifted from heside *he gate,
This is the customary means of sntsring this cave as the keyas do not
work, Although we had no permit, wa decided to enter the cave ANTHEY .

caves,
of the
tired,

Contrary o the ASF code of ethics concerning 1i

e Jjumper and & line cof metches were found left in th
cave, & shert way in, at the base of a narrow 4m dro
'l

entrance
& cold,

hungry, 15

from the cave upon

Deciding that
us had not

one of

We detrogged and lett
Sydney at about threes after & short,

1]
i

ald  boyv was
our exih.

S5Aar

r

2Ven gone

e e et e e

Bey feund in caves |

wa; amﬂ 'bv members d

AJ -yeaf 'é Df'-r whs found
l‘} volintesr “seamhers in the-
Tenolan Caves Jate lasi 'n':ght\
after a 30-hour seazeh by more'

| than 100- Fﬂiﬂl‘:ﬁ and mlum 5

tf&[a,‘ ._.1u e .,

David 31"1.:, ol n:a.rt.v. B]acka_--_
hesth, had been' mussing since 1.30°
pm on Monday whea he left” nls-
asiers o explors the cavies. .

..A police a];-\,Lcsm.:n csand  David
was found “alive anr‘ w*u o ah:-.,u
1915 pm.” = ™ e
"He ~had +‘hi.|."|.|c¢rﬂ dbout TAR
wetres Croto ¢ Aladdin's c Cave . and
when he came 1o & Hrm k= just

froze -and sal dnwu, !hc ;pol.l:&
man said. ¢ '.'

“He .::d :b"."tn B np 1":r_rc a.h
rhn: urw W G EL 4

found,

we'd done snough
undergeound
We were delayed there by some of the people wha were
they kept trying te stert up conversations

Jenclan at ahout

'l.K'fS

Thede three

12,
but sventful

ceving for that evening,
we returned to the carpark.
hanging
anout spelsology.

30 am,
1 caving

2ma werse

remcved

elthough

around:®

arcivad in
trip.

Kristin Young

Bi\"‘u
uF ihe Sydoey. Uni versity Spaleo.

izgpiral Soticly, & caviag group, sad
was . laken - o Oberon | Hospitad
where he is reporied 1o be in a
satisfactory conditicn. |

The rave he was found in hagd

i been blocked of firom the public
Laith a | wire-

cgrale Thu! | Lnavid
squeszed throngh and walied inio
the.tave, one of more than 304 ia

the Jenolan Caves grove. . . . .

When che realised. he - was 'Icsl
Iravid sal gdown and waled 1o b
reseued. (Searshers .am praised his
sensiple witifude:

Aithough shakea by Lh-: grdaal,
he was able lo walk out' of the
umaided and war reenited
with his parenis at mo m r .h*m:].m
srhuql hhcs*
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EHSE Buli

22(5):88

¥

S

26 g ,ﬁlu_%wﬁ' ;

(L]



Trip Regporth
Bungonisa
10€h ~ 1ith August 19287

Present: Phillip Cole, Grant Elliott, Xristin Young, Anne Gray, Mike
Garben

Some people in SUSS are a bit obmessed with SRT and so.  during
the ftirat weeik of holidavs, we went o Bungonia te satisfy the cre-
ving, merely talking about it not heing quite encugh, Phil and Grant
intended practising for a later trip te an unmentionable place, 1 wan-
ted tc see these caves at Bungonie thet 1I°d never =seen, Mike had
nothing better to do and I'm mnot sure that Anne had & particular
reason for coing, except that, like the rest of us, she thought prus-
aiking was such fun,

We arcvived mid-mornine at Bungonia, Hike and 1 having had a
breezy trip in the heach huggy, the others having had a tvre ahredded
in Grant’s Cortina, W#e decided to rig & rope and pulley in a tree (a&a-
the Leokdown for extre acenic valwue) to familiscise ouraelves
thoroughly with our rigs, which were in variouas stages of develapment
to  exchange ideas and opinions snd to argus (a bit), The idesl rhaost
narness was not decided on, figure 8 being suitaple for scme and a
huckling one for others., Jumars for the cheat were favoured for their
smooth running. Qur new sewn legloops were comfortable and uncompli-
cated, and, combined with 3" tape walstbalis, made verv grnd har-
nessesg, After coming up with these snd a few other fairly useful coen~ -
clusiong, we lunched at Adams’ Lockout. decried the herrible mine.
vhich advances, hideously, deily, ard noted the lack of water irn the
craeks,

We went Lo Acoustic Pot, which was riggad nicely from tuc points
uging the alpine butterfly. W¥We went no further than the hottom of the

pitch, except for a cursocy look arcund, Each ascent was timed, but

noe  records were broken {(naturally) I came up laat, wishing I could
cEtezt;ver aplve the problem of hnttum weight with W? DtdE“WlEE good
ropewalker, as it iz much more fun than sit-stapd,

We then vandered over tc Drum which was wvery easily rigosd by
fnne and I, I alsc hed my first experience of protecting a pitch. We
did not explore furt.uL but waited around at the bottom. telling the
worst jokes we could think of. Agein we timed ourselves, ranging fram
ten to tuwenty minutes on the way out. There waz & bhit of =an incildent

where one of my protectors bunched up ahove & rub point. The lesson
ies to make sure the protector has a bottom tie-off and, if it dﬁnﬂ to
Lie it well. No damage to the new rope was done, however, I Found my
ropewalker good, except itz a bit hard or the kness when one rrusziks
againat the wall, and kneepads might be a pleasant ides. Alzo, one
must be thoughtful when using a Gibhs as the fool sscender: IMve atill
got the bruise, B

Ye returned to the campsite for a guick dinner on A small fire at
argund 7 _00pm., We quickly got ready, after dinner, for the drive into
Harulan in Mike's buggy top watch Brideshead Revisited in'thae truckies’
cafe, ¥e managed Lo irritate the waitreas and one truckie: I think
the show waan’'t “eally to their taste, Grent and Anne abstairsd | fron
this foolish addicticon,



Next morning, we rose fairly early end thresatensd Phil with tent
collapse Co get hism up, We weni Lo Argyle and Hike and Grant went in
first to start rigging, We arrived 2 short +time later and writhed
around at the top of the first pitch putting gear on in the con-
stricted passage, The pitch endad up being rigged down the narrow
alet rather than over thz lip due te & dudicicuz use of anchor pointa,
Abseiling through thiz with & pack full of rope on wes funl!l! Ye pre-
ceeded fto the mext pitch down the fairly constricted hutb interesting
peassage while Phil carefully protected the firat. We locked eround
for anchor points and eventually the pitch waz rigged by a combined
affort. This second pitch ig tight at the top but cpens to 2 pleasant
abhselil.

While Phil protected this pitch, we again looked arcund fer
anchore. Grant end HWike ended up abseiling off a reasonshle gingle
ancher, as the rops vsed wes the rest nf the rope from the second
pitch, Anne and I waited around for s while and, when Phil appeared,
a beautiful rigging job enaued, A%t the bottor of this pitch, we
decided that, given our epeed and the the time, we would not hotnez
with the fourth pitch, A very amall amount of €02 was noted.

Grant went out first, es he was feeling the 111l effents of p hout
of flu, and I followed with my ewkward cave pack. Phil hed nicely
redirected the ropa at & possible rubpoint and i learned to cress with
an almeet failure. Tihe rope on the second pitech hed baen redirected
toc. Above this, the rupe occasionally got caught arcund the back or
over the top of a bellard there, This should be uatched, Getting off

the top of this pitch is & little grunty. As thz rope was rigged to
drop free directly intc the piteh, we had to do a little traverze in
this awkward bit, uasing the rope going to the back hbelay. Without

bottem weight, even with sit-stard, the first pitch was not smooth.
Phil had placed fvwo short protectcrs clese together at the top in  the
narrow alot and“crozaing these was fun &g one Jumar was alwava off Lhe
rope. When I came up, Grant left immediately with the rope 1'd beean
carrying and had come to hats with a violent hate. 1 waited for Anne
then surfaced., &n hour later, the othsrs emerged after Wiks and Phil
had dericged.

Now no longer convincad thait vertical caving is really lcocts o
tun, we went Lo Marulan for gresss. stc. We were convinced howevs
that it is a rewarding and satisfying spert. and e good way to e
interesting cavez. The planning and use of a prussik gsyatem also hes
revwards of its own: it's alsp quite a fevourite topic for lengthy con-
versations.

e r1 rin

Keistin Young
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Duyring the winter montha, the secend 5 in $,U.8.8, might as well
atand for "Skiling® ms “Speleolegical™., It iz custemary for many mer-
verzs to take up cross~-country skiing at thig time, +though whather
there will be any more thle year, & record bad one, is doubtful.

Wae started our eventiu) trip by creesing  the Hsrbour . Bridge 3
Limes .early on Sunday worning, Judy Clsrcke. Phil Cole and 1 met
Hichard McNeall in Jindatyne iater Lthat morning. and set off for Per-

isher, We skiied up the rosd bto Charlctte’z Pasa on & small amount of
snow, and enjoved a cup of Gluehwein befors returning by a silly, cic-
cuitoua and wvery scrubby roule, We npiked off onte the road and
reached a very icy Ferisher al dusk. We spent the evening with Psul
Greenfield in the flat they’d hired in Jindabyre end bored him and hie
friends with non-stop diacussions of prussik systems and an  extandsd
rumble,

Next day we skied cut from & digmally snowless Thredbo, After a
atop to prectice turns on the perfect anow in the perfest sunashine
(which continued for the next 7 days), we lunche?d near Seaman’z Hut
and headed for Lake Albina, Ornce imn the warm gnd luxurious Laks
Albina Lodge (which is soon tc be demnlished) it is very hard to 3o
aut again, but in the early evening we skied up Mk Horthcoots and were
revarded by a megnificent view end & fFair run down. The evening waa
gasged with political discussions with the cther cecupanis of the hut,
Certain people found themselwes rather right of. the general tendency
of the company. The stsrs that night were incomparably bhriiliant.

In the morning, we shkied straight up Mueller’'s Peak (I actually
walked up with crampons and ice axelil) and alonyg the rocky ridge high
above Albina towards Mt Teunsend., As there was not a aski track in
aight, we felt we had a smal! taste 0f what mountaineering might be
like, The wview from the rocky, conicel peak nf Townsend over Vic-
toria et was good. ¥e then had & long nisezant run from thers int:
Wilkinson’s Valley, where the =2now was deep and good hut faivly wet..
We played around here for & while but falling was sc cold and saaking
that ‘wa go00n moved nn. Ye followed around the back of Koscivake ine
the burning heat and clisbed its zcuth s3ids. We lunchsd on the top.
efter the numercus day-tourers had gone. Wa skied doun the icy, bumnpy
ridge where ‘1 had a debilitating fell, i{hen ended up having to jump
aver the cornice onto Mueller's Pess., It wes so icey by now thsi)
«aiking down te the hut on crampons was easv,

Next day, we returned to Thredho vie Bagsen’s Hut and Sewz2on’s
¥asa, after a guick ski along Lake Rlhina to losk down Ledy;
Morthcote’s Canyon., The ski track to Thredbo was about 30 fcot wide
thanks to day “tourers. At the pass, after skiing down towards Laks
Coctapatamba to practice Lurns, we watched tso guys on downhill skis
iump cff the cornice from Kosciusko and do tight linked turrs down the
aimost vertical slope. That nighi we met up with Sreeme Galloway and
Ray Williams from SUS3 in Jindabyne pub.

Despite any ill effects from the previovs evening, we ross eerly
antd went to Perisher for dewnhill sakiing. 2lthovgh it was cozstly and
the little bit of snow there was icy, it waz fun having that much co
trol over one’s turns. Touring. bthough there’s less control, is sti
more pigasant, We had & =ix course meal at Paul’s that night, s&aft

cur most Tirving day.
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We were so slark the next dav, we dicdn’%t reach Chariotte’s Pess
£ill lunchtime. The snov¥ was melting so fast that vou could drive ail
the wey there. We left Judy’s car at Guthega and arranged for Paul to
drive Richard’'s Volve (whizch shamed Paul ns end) back te Jindabyne
that night. The weather looked ominous, as there wes fast-moving
cipud and a strong, vold wind but it stayed fairiy fine. The snow uas
sludgy., We skied straight doun to Blue Lake to aveid the wind ang sst
up the tent in & heautifully sheltered spot by the Lake. We buillt a
anoy well for the tent from blocks cut with our ice-pick and also
began our igloo, relying on Richard'zs engineering knowlsdge, as it was
our first iglon. When night fell ve stopped with the igicn unfinishen
and cocked dinner in the freezing cold, clear, starry night.

BRfter & walk on the lake the next morning, to obszerve ths bhlus-
grean, iced-up waterfalles (which zsemed to form like celeite does in
floustone ste) we finished the iglos. It was amall bub zound. After
iunch we hesded up to Twynsem, where it was cold and windy but very
spectacular, Yatson's Crags end the Sentinel looked stunmning half In
ahede and brillisnt sunlight. A narrow gection of unpleasant cloud
uas advancing over Carruthers, so we decided not te climb it. The run
dewn to the saddle below it was very slow but pieasent - those curvad,
totally white, wide ridges are a pleasure to ftraverse, The view fraonm
the saddle inte the deep gorge was the best view of the whols trip,
esnecially in the coloured afternoon light, ¥e absorbed it for a
while then skied down %o the Sepil Conservaebtion Huib (which iz alao
being demolished) for an inspection. We finished dirner back at Blue
ake after dark and piled into the igloo for the night. Four ncople
playing cards in a two-man igloc, which had subsided 1 foobt during the
day, was an experience not to be mizsed, Qur sleap was nobt the bhesti:
heing trapped betwean Richard McNeazall and bhis twu smelly sleeping bags
and the iglos wall, and being able neither ts kEkreseth, see nor
straighten out, proved too much for me and 1 scught the luxury of ths
empty, airy, coel tent, The others endad up poking & breathing hale
in the wall of the igloo.

Next morning et dawn, anaother f£ine one, Richard and Judy were un,
as wuaual, to climb Carruthers. I skied arcund the Leke which wag 30
icy that I didn’t even leave tracks. Leter we stood on the 1igloe to
prove its strength and to justify our deep pride in it, ¥e also hed &
proionged rumble in its confined interier, The ice was good ammuni-
tion in Lthe rumhie and it cooled us dewn ready for the hot ski to
Guthege, We followed the Snowy River high up and ran inte Jwvan and
Judi” and ‘their party. It was a pleasent run down te Illawong, where
wz lunched and lizerded for heours, but from there it wvas scrui-
. hashing, grass-gskiing and watasr-skiing on Guthega Pondage, There was
no snow at the resort, We returned +to Jindebyne for a change of
slpthes end scme drinks then drove to Cooma, Richard having entrusted
the Volvo to me am he wanted to ride in the Corclle. We parted from
judy in Cooma and drove home, reaching Sydney in the wee hours wfter a
very foggy trip.

this has been a iong trip report but I could not see sny way of
shortening it without omitting any essential features of what wasz o
really enjoyable, aimoat perfect trip.
Kristin Young
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. September
_ Thursday 2nd

4th - 5th

11th = 12th

dctober
Lorg Weskend

Sth -~ 10th

Future Evantas

General Heelting. Common Roow, Holme Building, 7.30 om,
Speleosporta, at Magguarie Uni.
1€ you can‘t make a teanm of 4,
Mann fer a registration form

ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

snter anyway, Contact Ian

Jenclan,

Mike lLake’'s birthdey irip.
524 5229,

Contact Mike Lake on

Vertical
All walcome,

Yea Jasper.

- but nn e¥perience necessary (using
leddersi,

Contact PFichard KcNeall on 46 847,

Jenplan, Learn sbout scaling polea and do the dreaded
Duyer's Cave, Contact Judy Tlarke on 863 1276,

Bushwalking. Contact Judy Clarke on 859 1276 or Kristin
Young an 20 K857
Bathurset 1000, Contact Richard McNeall on 46 1847,

Canyoning., Contact Mike Lake pon 524 5229,
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