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Trip Report - HAWAII - January 1983

Present : Guy Cox and Teresa Dibbayawan

Airlines are getting competitive these days, and we were
" given the cpportunity of a stopover a2t no extra cost on a cheap fare
to Californiaz {where we were attending a conference). New Zealand

or Hawaii were the choices - which would you have chosen ?

International flights all stop at Honolulu, which is on the island
of Oahu. The active volcanos and the caves are on Hawai'i Island
(the Big Island), which also has about one tenth the population density.
We arrived at Honclulu airport at about midnight, slept there and
caught the szarly flight to Hilo, capital of Hawai'i. This was on Monday
10th, and we had until Saturday evening ﬂl:l the island. We also had
a ﬁhntne&py of the report of a British expedition to the caves - though
as it turned out we did not visit any of the caves which they had
explored, . Hilo is on the east ccast of the island, which is the wet
side, so we decided initially to spend a few days at Kona, on the drier
west coasi, We organised a cheap car-hotel package, and drove
around the south side of the island, taking in the active volcano
Kiiavea on the way. Driving up the west coast we picked up a hitch-
hiker who turned out to be a zoologist/archaedlogist from the University
of Hawaii, who told us of some cave locations near Kona.

Next day, Tuesday, we set out tc look for one of these,
near Kona airport, but on the other side of the main highway. He
had warned us that the entrance was not sasy to find - it proved to
be impossible ! - We spent the whole morning in some rather hea-v;,r
bush-bashing, but coulda't find any sign of it. We found a marvellous
beach, instead, at Kiholo, and spent the rest of the'day there.
On Wednesday we went looking for ancther cave, with much more
satisfactory resulis, as described on the next page.

On Thursday we decided to return to Kilauea, driving up
around the norith end of the island, so as to complete the full
circuit., Kilauea is where most of the well-known caves are, 5ut
we decided that the opportunity to see a volcano errupting was
not to be missed, and spent Friday walking out to the edge of
the currently active zone (along trails which were very determinedly

marked cloged).
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LAVA TUBE CAVE NEAL KONA -~ CAVE DESCRIPTION

Location Near Kahulu'u, between Ali'i Drive and Kuakini Highway.
‘The . main entrance lies on the HE side of King Kamehamesha III Road,
by electricity post no.8, where eleciric wires pranch off to the east.
Coing uphill {towards Kuakini Highway) thiz is just ajter the 35 mph
speedlimit signs, The eatrance is a circular hole, partly svrrounded
by a stone wall, up a gravel slope (road cutiing} at the side of the
rosd. This entrance is a pitch of approximately 5 m, but a smail

hole to one side provides a ireeclimbablie way in.

Downflow The cave extends from the enirance in both directions.
Downflow, it consists of a apacious walking pesssge. Two u-de passages
on the right ioin each other, and continue - we did not follow this
branch te its end. The main passage continues st walking size for
4 considerable distance, until a coliapse causes a short constriclion.
After this il opens out into z big chamber, at the end of which daylight
iz visible, entering through a smszll eyehole. Just beyond the eyehole,
on a ledge on the left of the passage, is the first of a number of burials.
‘Tc the right, beyond this, is znother entrance, which has staps
formed up t5 it and a drystone wall screening it from direct communication
with the chamber. The entrance itself iz 3 sguare hole, approx.
0.5 m oo each side, and is presumably the means of access used
for the buriais - pessibly it would formerly have been clocsed by a
flat stone. In ihe chamber beyond this enirance are many more
buriale on ledges on the left and right of the psssage. In some the
bones are more -::-rl less in their natural positionz, whiie in others
the bones are jumbled, Some have what appears to be rotted timber
and cloth with them.

At the end of this chamber the paesage forks, The left-hand
branch passes above the right-hand, and joins it again via two holes
in the floor, the second of which provides the easisr descent.
The lower route is 2 hands-and-Xnees crawl. TFrom here the passage
is epacious for a while, but debris graduzlly {ills it to the roof.
My166 fest is written on the well at the end ~ this is presumably

the distance from the roadside entrance.
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Upfiow Initially the upflow passage is large - 5x5 m - and ascends
steeply. After an S-bend there is an oxbow passage, above which
the slope becomes more gentle. The roof lowers just before a large
collapse which has formmed a pit open te the sky - it looked as if it
would be difficult to climb out here, however. The #ay on is a dogleg
crawl among boulders, leading to big passage again., The passage
shape becomes more variable, and it ends in a low, wide chamber,
Two other passages lead downflow from this chamber; one is initially
quite large, but the roof soon lowers and we did not follow it further,
Upflow, the passage seems to be totally chokad, but a small passage
on the left leads to a smazll and very inconspicuous hole to the
surface. Thie enirance, too, seems to have heen modified with
dr}'-.-stnne walling inside the cave, but we.saw no sign of burials

in the chamber beneath.

General The cave probably contains at least 2 km of passage. It
seems to have been frequently visited, though not seriously vandalised.
Many visitors seem to have unrolled balls of string as they went -
a somewhat suparfluous precaution in 2 cave consisiing of a single
passage with five entrances along its length ! The cave also
seems io have been surveyed. The passage is generally in a
dull, dark-coloured lava, and devoid of lava gpeleothems. Near the
hntto_m entrance, however, there is a small chamber lined with
glossy chocolaie-brown lava which has formed attractive patterns.
Tree rocts hang from the rcof in several places.

At the time of our visit the whole area above the cave was
being éurveyed for a new residential and commercial subdivision,
It is to be hoped that appropriate steps will be taken to preserve
and conserve the cave, both for iis archaeoclogical significance and

its geographical and scenic interest.

Guy Cox
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frip hepory
Rockolimbing and Claustral Canyon
o '
The Day Hike Set Himselif On Firs
i9th - 20th Noveumber,K 1923

Present: Judy Clarke, Kezir Vaughan-Tayior, Anne sGray, Hick
Helhuiah, Mike Lake and his stove,

We left Sydnev at a comfurtable hour on Saturdey morning and
headed for Mt Piddington where we intended to do some climbing
pricr to visiting Claustral the next day., Keir antertained us an
the way up by wmeans of sick jokes and intereating driving techni-
gues, We had & short stop at Springwood for Mike Lo buy some Shel-
lite to put in hia infewmous stove, Little did we know what the
fiery conseguencea of this were tc bs. We +took & s=second gquick
break o viszit an old convict dungecn and flegging stone which Keir
wished to investigate and which Mike decided were just a ripoif for
guliible tourists. We left this svea by a rapid, unorthodox rouie
up & steep embankment which Keir®s Escor® hendled well, much to our
amusement ang oo the shockasd amazement of some hreakfasting tour-
ists,

We reached ¥t Victoria without Further dncident and stopped
Ffor some food st the cafe. Then we drove ihe short distance teo ML
Piddingten, Instead of parking in the normal spot, Mike encouraged
Keir t0 drive right to the end of the steep, rough fire trail, say-
ing " 1 would even take my Audi down There”. Keir believed him,
untii halfway down the roughest pari, when the car jammed itself on
a large roci ard Wike said,“Well, perhaps 1 wouldn’'t after ali™,
Keir began +to reverse, but 1t was tos late to turn back, =0 we
slowly bumped cur way onwards and reached tha end without damage,

We then uslksd down to the hase of the cliffs and met Anne ana
Wick at the baze of Angular Crack. We watched a group cf people
bettle up Graveyard Wall {Grede 243 whiie we ourselves apent a few
hours making a leisurely ascent of Tombatone Wall (Grade 15). Aft-
erwards  alackness prevailed. and when we discovered a horde of
people on Hocus Pocus (8), wa daecided that the pub was the most
attractive option. Keir drove his car saefely wup the rough hill
while Mike and [ walkzd., hinne and Nick left to return to Sydney
and exam sbtudy.

The pub proved to be rather boring apsrt from our discovery of
some beer mats containing entry forms for a Naughtie Week in Paris,
5o we entertained ourselves by ringing Richard in Sydney to tell
him that we wera sending in some entries on his kehalf,

After this bit of silliness, we drove to HL Banks to camp, 80
thet we would be fairly clese (o Clauatral for the next day. Mike
then decided that it was 4ime to test hig stove on Shellite, having
previcusly successfully run it on Metho. We waltched him with aome
apprehension, but our fears died douwn when the stove proceeded to
burn docilely at simmering speed. The only problem was that it
refused to go any faster., MWike wendered why, and fiddled with the
valve, while #Heir and ! peacefully finished eating dinner., Sud-
denly Hike gave a vell, and we locked over to see him struggling to
push the wvalve back into the stove as flames were shooting out.
The futility of this ranidly became avident and we were shocked to
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see Hike leep up and run, with his scm and back on fire. Luckily.
the flames quickly went ocut, leaving Mike and his fibrepile only
glightly singed, We &8ll ran away £rom the burning stove and
watched with ave az the campaite was brichtly 1it up by the £flames
from +hree querterz of a bottis of ignited Shellite. Luckily no
exploaicon occurred; the Escort was out of range (just)! and the
open space was big enough to aveid starting a bushfire, Once our
pulses slowed down, we stamped out the remaining flames and doused
Mike's Dburning food box. Hike asked somenne to put water on his
hand, 30 Keir threw water ail over him. Thia enabled us to see the
funny side of the whole situation and we laughad for a long time,

On Sunday, we woke to a cool, cloudy morming and set coff to
Claustral. Having overslept, we arvived to find nine cars already
parked ithere, Mike hed decided that it was tco cold for canyoning
so only accompanied us as far as the start of the wet part. Keir
and I continued on, expecting long dalays £from all tha pecple
ahead, ¥e overtoock a party of {our befocre the pitches, and saw
noone a2lse from then onwards, In spite of freezing cold water and
no wetsuits (it had snowed the previcus week in the Blue Mountaina?
we eninyed the cenyon, and even tosk scome photographs, The water
level yas fairly iow, but the pools zeemed much clearer than usual.
Tt wae a pity that the sun wasn’t shining but the place wes still
very impressive and attractive. We rearched the end, feeling
somewhat chilly, walled out guickiy, being met by Mike on the way,
and returned to Sydney in geood time.

Epilogue

Hika’s stove wag undamaged after its fiery eaperience, so it
and ita owner are still alive to cause furthar holocausts on future
tripe.

Judy Clarke

Ticip Repart
Jenolan
August 29th - Septembaxr znd. 1%82,

Present: Richard McNeall, Judy Clarke, Rolf Adama, Keir Vaughan-
Taylor, Joanne Kamiade, Peter Southern, Robert Brand,
Geoff White, alsc Mike Lake <{our Hemmoth Guide) and
Graeme Galloway turned up for Thursdey.

Honday

It was the crack of noon as we hovered ceremonially outaide
the guide cffice, waiting for the appropriate book signing to tgke
place inside, The touriats walking lazily about in The sunshine
could obviouszly tell we were herdy speleos by our serious "I’ve
just got out of bed" look., Ceving is a ssrious business. You have
to be silly encugh to venture underground but not silly emough to
not be serious., Hondav, despite the slightly late start, was still
to be a day of seriocus, no mucking about caving,
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ihe sericus objective nf the Wihurd's C(Cave miasion was &0
experience rihe stmosphere of Yawning Gulchas and take note of the
water level, The ztmusphere was myateripus and the water level Bll
but gone. - only a smell residue of yecchy clop into which we sll
ceremonially teated the knze depth.

it was Joanne's first caving *triv and she was practicing
tricky moves Ffor the more difficult ceving that lay mhead in the
coming week, TIronically, the slippery manouvre out of the Yawnirng
Guiches entrance turned out to be the most difficult conquest of
the whole weekend, She eventuslly did get tc the itop and in fact
all the way out of the ceve where she triumphantly declared. that
she liked sgueezes, Sc we s=et off to try oul the Ffirat faw
squeezes in  SYpider Cave in order to deteyrmine if Pirate's Delight
had sunken beneath the wavea, It hadn't,

Tugsday

Block Teve was obviously the route tg the vet undiscovered
Southern Limestons Master Cava. There wers juat a few handfuls of
itose gravel to remove from the tunnel connecting the twe., It was
only seconds before we had remcved the few handfuls of gravel
sepsrvating the two cave systems and vet still nc breskthrough was
mace, It began o lock as though the promises Richard had made
avout the ease ol the great dizcovery shead of us were slightly
gxeggeratad, Hae suggested <hat we remove s f2vw more handfuls of
gravel,..., 8till no breakthrough. we widensd the tunnel, we
deepened and even went forwards some., We unzarthzd large boulders
that threatened t6 cancel the dig. By attaching e rope Lo the
blockagss and 1lots of people to the other end the obaztructions
couid be hauled along the tunnel and out of the way of progress,
For £ive or six hours, we dug, hauied, smcraped end tunnelled., The
tunnel rouf started to leok far too unstekle for common sense and
wae cencelled the dig. Block Cave iz undoubtediy the route to
nowhere,

Cold, criap, Wednesday morning and somastbing ovarcams
BVRryOne We 41l decided to go o1 & morning constitutional
through the glorious gqums to check out the arrival of Rebert. Sure
enough Lhere he wes at the main cate with & video camera perched on
hiz sheulder like a pet parrot. At times he would twiddle its heak
and  zoom in on some true to life sspsct of con site caving., The
plen was te return to SUSS with & videc trip report.

Spider Cave 18 one of the goodies, The atecries about Dingc
it around the campfire had suitably primed the uninitiated with
th2 right psycheliogical terror, Just as you think you couldn’t fear
any sguaeze as much az Dingo Dig, they tell! vou about Pirate's
Delight. Usually it would be bast te 8ave the Pirate's Delight
stories till sveryone is in the chember between the twe and raught
hetween the devil and the deep brown crawl.

After Robert very senaibly lefi his body on ths cutside worlad
side of Dingo Dig, it was me that became the largest person in the
perty., I therefore followed cur fearlessa leader Fichard to see how
it was done, He flowed his body into the constricting funmel and
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explained that larger people can remove their boots to make getting
round the bhand 2esier, "Move forward on your bsck, rotate the left
hip up with you, laft arm up and right arm down....," and his
volce diseppeared down the tunnal somewhere, "Was that directions
e a new dance atep?" At least hz  knew how w2 get half way
through, His Dpoots thrashed the mud and at *imes nis body would
quantum leap to 5 higher mud level zmitting high frequency squarks,

Bare feet through Pirate’s Dalight has good cosmetic value for
the feet but bare feet have no purchases on the mud floor for the
upward slither 1o thz chamber akove. %Vou have Lt put your boots
back on and of course there is no turning round, This has to be
docne blind and using only toes and maychekinesis. In the Bus Stop,
cur mottley crew of pirites lnoked ss though they had been run down
by a bus, but the real caving iay onuards and through the rockpile,
Lhrough gloppy chambers and firaliy the Gm&azing appearance of Lower
River. There in that grand chamher you would expect to see satars,.
Somewhere up there is Terror Traveras, Ue ware going there on the
way back, Joanne asked, "Why is it calied, Terror Traverse?" "Oh,
because it traverses across to the Eyrie." "Whet’'s this about ter-
ror?” Time {or cafeteria caving: "Care for a jelly baby?" On the
benks of thet beautiful river, we picnicked non chocolate, lollies
and nuts over the dim glow of romantic caniiag,

The object of the Spider Cave MNission was te remove the
acaling poles that had been in the cuve for nearly a year, There
was some doubt ss to whether the bolts would budge from their
rusted positions and pernit dismantling of the poles. Dislodging
the bolts was easy, all we had to 4o vas make suatained remarks
about how hopeless women were at mecharical taska, Like magic, the
nuts were removed from their hent and stripped threads and anly
with the wuse of hare testh, aloppy ernifting spanners and female
enthuaiasm, ®ich the poles in piecas, it was merely a matter of
carcrying the peles back through the vockpilies, the aquezzes and the
tunnels to the outside world, Khan pDeanaos was vigited and all in
all... Wow! Great photographic =tuf?. ¥han passage was definitely
worth the crawl with its amazing forratiasns of aragonite growing
gnaried and twizted ocut of the cave wall., The crauwl was worth the
crawl. The crawl with scaling poles was not all ‘that bad, The
poles are in fact & climbing assst as you can use them te bridge
nasty sharp rocks and form handholés whare none normally exist,
The return agueazes zuzmed easy on the return, Prectice makes per-
fact,

Once again the moment ef entry inteo ths resl world on the out-
side was in dackness. Tomurrow wes the big one that all this caving
had really been in practice for; Hamapth Cave, dastination the
famed South Rustralian discovery Twiddly Om Pom, Herely up down and
elong a bit. '

Keir Vaughan-Taylor

Thursday

With ideel westher neot to be out in, and at a punctual nine-~
make-that-ten, our party of ten set 0%, some of us naively
unsuspecting of our fate. Our dastinstion, the most northerly
extreme of Jenolan’s largest cave, "Tuiddly~cn-pon"”,
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vammoth Cave 13 certainly not without variety, It contains  an
abundance of grotiy ruckplies and an occasional ﬂudalupﬁ one for-
ming the grand finale to the trip in,

If

There were saveral “delightful" ag
tlet and groveliy kind ioved by =3
silestiy. or not 2o aile t &
to mind zomehow, where &5 o %

seaze2, the vertical and Lha
il with %¥naas pads 2nd cursed
est. TGraevel Grovel™ comass
ling ability was uvseful,

Some OK  f[ormetions and gquite =seulnturesgue passaves were
a7ic ﬂ; tered, a3 were good glimpses of fentral River for the mors
npf1cahlf inpclined,

There was a ¢hallenging, s=shoest, wvertical ascent near the
start, where nmnewly-acguived chisneying mathads ware applied, with
or without stvie,

"oomeneezr! Igquesze was interentinq, # humblipg mudslide which
well deserved iteg name afier the navrovw holdup at the top. After
extruding our bodies through this, we encountersd an invigorating
path, where Richard (watch the formabtions! Meleall failed to droun
Judy, although it provided good entartsinment,

"Graval Crovel” turned out Lo be & good weir-up for North Tun-
nel, which 1§ loved (now Lhet I am far away from it) and which, at
times, meguired worming ones body through winiature pillarse of
stalactites whieh had long since Fused uith the Sloor. The unaf-
fectionate razer bhlade was svoidsad, At last we came to Great Neorth
svaern and LUNCH ~ aof widely differing degrees of nutritional
value, HMost ventured on to Twiddly-ow-por and towerds suspicicusly
sinister sounding aniggering from those ahead, Thia 10m drop began
with a frae descent by ilsdder throuvgh & sgusexe, which was a bhit
squeezier than aome would have liked, particularly an the way up.
There f{ollowed a steep mudslide and a ropo whizh continued over the
eage of a two meire drop., FKolf and Kelr sncoped around further on
and did loovsen & few stones, hat #id rot mapage to substantially
extend maps of Mawmmoth Cave,

Tt was already .00 pr &s those humans amuny us  toppled back
down Omeneez squeeze, Thoss up irnnt gt the Lime ware lucky enough
tou receive a cultucal sppreciation of aspeleoclogy from Craeme in the
form of zome pleasant poetry.

Avoiding wet feet at this stege by some careful stone-stepping
proved Lo be fulils when a certain ralatively "Dry Siphon” decided
to become "sllghtly” welt, and evaryone secmad t¢ have an emazing
newifound energy in charging Lhoough 14,

By the time we wers near the snirance, I bad long lost those
cajuvenating effzcts of my aubstaertlial {(compressed remeins of dried
fruit, Jjelly beans and chocolate) iunch and had to resist the lure
of & Sluvg Lake detour, Judy, Helr, Hichard snd Rolf could nct
resist the temptation, m&hing thie cne of the few times both the
north and south limite of Mammeth have bsen achieved in a single
trip.

Mzanvhile, the rest of us happily retrsced former footsteps,
axiting 10 houre utter ocur fivrst sight of J13,
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pdin,

1 would highly reccmmend Hemmoth Cove to anyone who relishes
or enjoys diversity in thieir ceving expeditions. It was an

unforgettable highlight of some great firat days’ caving.

Joanne Kamlade

Friday

welr

We walked throuch the Devil’s Coachhouse and down through the
to enjoy the cunshine, MAfterwards we drove home,

Pazant 24ditiers to tha SUSE Library

Downunder, August, 1983, 122(2) - comdrehensive article on
Miniopteruva schroibersii and !linicpterus Auvstralis (bats),

8588 Journzl - Franklin River meating
Spar, July, 19°3

Labyrith (sic), Cepterber, 1933, 24
Margun, August, 1933, 16(%2)

Spelec Sniel, CJuly, 1983, 122 -~ article on diving the June2
Resurgence, complets with map (not for the hydrophcbic); Trip
Reportno - Tensie Pot, Mifdnicht lole, Rescuse Pot,
Slaughtechruce Pat rurvay,

Spelan Spiel, »v~ust, 19283, 150 - Effects of forestry on caves
of the Mole Crack a-ea: Trip N~norts - Lest Pot (with survey),
Hiagara rFot, Sz%ans’ Lair survay.

H.Z. Spolec'~rienl Bullatin, June, 1983, 126(7) - erticles cn
Nettlebed, Plo Pio Caven, nap of Boby Crand.

Laichinge= Hohlenfreund, Rpril, 1983 - various articles on
stratigrashy, petesscaphy, kerst hvdrology, spelecgenesis and

morphogenasis of Laichinge Tiafenhchle cte - all in German,
Proposad drafi of itha constitutien ef 227 incorporated,

NSS News, Mav, 1983 - Croocked Junmn cave incident, NSS index
for 1932, erticle on "mafety”.

NSS Mews, June, 1982 - article cn Huatta project caves, MHex-
ico., Raad ahout diving a sump 272r belew a -1221m systen,
Watch tha prasress towerds a nou world recerd, Tear your hair
out whila you rhudy., Artiecle incluedes mens end photos of thia
fine systoa and cn u~datna en tha letzst 12072 plus cave, Hita
Mante (-1225m). Arnd, yo3, you raad it here first, an article
on the Spelean Shunt (cz2 houy  the Americans reinvent the
wheel, thouch they do achnewledge ite Mustralian daaign).
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the

NSS News, July, 1982 -~ Chillagos Cavez expedition report,
1982+ an intriguing articie on lava caveas forned as lava
moulds around fallen logs which later burn out and leave a
hollow passege, a3 the author says, "trunk passage, in the
literal sensa2™; Fisher Ridge cave and an informative article.
on  brain buckets, ﬂGWu&flﬁg the viztues af various tvpea of
helmets, The abatract of this article iz "a ogood auality
climbing helmet ahould be conaidered for certain types of
caving where rockfali or tumbling fells wavy render a caving
hard hat useleas". No you think it’s time Lo replace that old
mining helmet of yvouvrs?

The following books were purchased pursuant tc a grant £rom
Sports Union, They'rz for your use ~ ['ve already read them,

Their eventual locetfion should he Paul Creeafield’'s office on Lower
Ground Fleoeor, Hadsen, Kot only do they provide a vealth of caving

info,

but some of them provide o dawn mocd read,

Tha Darkness Beckona, Martyn Farr - The definitive history of
cave diving., This book i3 o must read - don’t let it rest in
its watery grave,

Single Rope Technigues, MNeil Hontgomery - The Bible for verti-
cal caving, Getting a bit datzd. but eminentiy useful when

taking wvour firot ztepa (ropewvellk, I hope)d.

Mt Etna ani the Ceves — Report for Quzensland Conservation
Council..

Discover Nerasccorie Caves, 1. Lewiz - for your naxt SA trip.
PHG MSRE trip report, 1873 - good pictures and much info.

Caves and Kerst of the l‘uller Range - A“za '78 report - axcel-
lent, will heve vou dronling intoe vour Wutri-Grain,

ASF CAVCONACT nreceadings, 1976,
Timor Cavez - 825 Ocecosional Peper No. & - and, no, you don't
have to atch ovul for Fretilin guerilles, the caves are

northwest of Sydnay.

Hills Spulﬂalcgy Ciud Yearheok, 1820-2) - includes update “on
Timor Caves.

Wombevan Caves - 8588 Publicecion — & muat for planning a trip
toc Hombevan, '

Phillip Cole
Librarian

All mambers please feel free fto une the SUSS Library &t any

D time, L i3 wall-organisad, end full of interesting material,
All you hovs Lo do iz £i1! in a borrower a card if you want to

take  the boonk or jouranl awsvy to resd., For those who are not
guite sura, it is lccated at the beck of the Hadsen Building
{Computer Sclznoel on the Lewer Ground Floor, in Paul
Greenfieid’s office, LO 21, Peul is ercund most of the time,
but, to awvwoid disaspsintwon®s, you cculd check in advance by
ringinag 692 3524 (or just 23524, it ynu usa ona af the wvarigus
free internz. phone:z zgontiered sround tha uni!
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Trip Report
Hombevan
November 26~27. 1983

Present: Wike Lake, Joanne Kamlade, HKlison Parker, Rolf Adams,

Robert randt, Jurgen Bilessing, Colin Matihews, Graesme
Galloway

Deapite transport problems, & of uz manaved te journsy te Wom-
beyan %Lo partake of the many {eatures this superb karst area
usffers, The main aima of the trip were to introduce the new cavers
with wus to speleology. and tc investizats the upstream section of
Bullio Cave,

After checking in with the guides, ws zet off teo £ind Bullio,
Guided by my vague memories of the vhereabouts of this cave from my
vigit to it some 15 months ago, we proceaeded to Hare’'s Creek, about
Zkm from the campsite, where we locsted the entrance to Balcony
Cave, This short, walkthrough cave opens owvt to overlook the
upstream section of Hare’s (Creek and its imposing canyon, Fol-
lowing & quick trip in Balcony Cave, weé located the entrance to
8ullio further up the hill. A steepish, 10m climb leads down inte
the daylight entrance chamber which branchesz cff right and left.
The right hand passage ends after a short distance in a large
cavern with no obvicus way on,.

The wey to the main nart of Bullie is to the left from the
entrance chamber, & short climb up 2 sced wooden ladders leads to a
mainly walkthrough passsage along parts of which animal benes are
scattared, Juet before the iron ladders, there is a large, well-
decorated chamber, which features & zkull perched atop a stalag-
mite, From this chamber, & steep 3m muddv climb leads up to the
beginning of the mein pitch., Two ancient iron ladders lead down =
gentle, 10m slepe to the top of a verlical 20m iron ladder. The top
of this iadder is connected to the other by a sturdy stick across
which one scurries on the knees in oarder %to begin the deacent,

The leisurely c¢limb down affordas great views of the huge
cavern and its formations, notably & giant shawl, and inspires, (at
least in me), a feeling of aws at the effeort expended on installinrg
this ladder,

At the base of the ladder there are two ways on te the river.
One, a ten metre pitch to the left,is to be abseiled using an iron
stake that has been driven into the floor as an anchor point,

We followed the right hand way and, after descending two more
iron ladders and a short flowstone slide, arrived at the river,

From this point, about five metres of the downstream section
of the river can be aeen flowing over a rim, Colin and I attempted
to traverse this section, during which endeavour I pretended to
fmll into the river and ezhikited “"getting wet" behaviour, I then
climbsd over the vim and followed the passage for about 50m at the
end of which there is a small lake,
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rReturning, I found the others contemplating the importance of
cave gafety., Coiin, Rolf and I then proceeded upstream, whilst the
othera enjoyzd acme “"dry"” humour,

This section of the river finwa throvah a high, narrow pas-
gage, which, zoan after sntering a rockpile, snds in a small cham-
ber and sump.

On the way bach downz=tream, we  exemined & walk-through dry
passage off %to +the right of the river, fThe paszsace goes on for
about 40m, At its end, we¢ obssrved aomething sc terrible that 1
can’'t even write about it,

Returning to the others, we found that they were in a higher
ievel chamber, observing the “Fingevr of Providence™ - a 3Im high
stalegmite which is topped by a smell £inger-~like formation,

We then had a-leisurely retreat from Bulliao,

Jur next endeavouir was to examine what iz probably lower Bul-
iio Cave whosge éentrance iz located right on Mare's Creek. %hen I
atumbled across this section laast vear, I found the first chamber
oone dry, the floor covered by vegetation, This time, the chamber
was submerged in desp water, From. thiz chamber, an impressive
walkthreugh tunrnel thrusts straicht ahead for ahout 40p then heads
off to the right. 1Tt then proceds for 100a. punctusted by numerous
iarge rocka, to what seems to be a dead end, althocugh a tight
upward sgueeze may lead on. Given that this time the water levels
in the early section of the cave wera 30 high, we did not push on
to the tunnel’= end,

Returning to the creoek, zomse of ue locked at promising-looking
holes, but found they led nowhere.

Back st the camp that night, some of vs got maudlin and teld
jokes.

Gn Sunday, ve zat off to.{ind Basin Cave., Located across the
cr2ekx from Bullin, Basin hasg, like many of the caves at Wombeyan,
been visited by cavers for more than & century. Proceeeding to the
right in the entrance chamber, & steep 4m pitch leads to a huge
chamber, Strazight ahead iz a "windew®™ which lookas into another
large cavern, vhoase floor appearg Lo be aome 20m sheer drop helow,

The way on to the main part of Besin is to the left of this
chamber down & 15m pitch, On my last vigit here, a handline was
needed to deacend the last 15m of this piteh., However, this time
we found that a wooden ladder had been placed at this paint. This
leads to a very large chamber whosze floor is covered by many rim-
pools.

Rbout 50m along this chamber, a meandering walkthrough tunnel
(on whose walls thers are signatures dating from the early
1870"8) ,leads teo another big chamber. fhortly on, 2 decaying
wooden ledders lead to a high, long zection at ane point of uhicﬂ

the flowstcone can be climbed to another cavern containing massive
limestone basins.
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A short way on is the 14m pitch which lsads on tc the lower
part of the ceave, A ladder was rigged &nd we all descended intc
the huge, well-decerated cavern, much of the floor of which is
covered in bat dung, A number of bats ware chserved flying to &nd
fro at the top of the pitch.

We then returmed to camp, and, after making cur farewells to
the guides, drove off, both caras remaining in radic contact for
part of the wav, in order that the lead gcar could report auch
delights as “crock on the road”, "car ceming™, and "tourists
reliaving themselvess ahesad”.

Giraeme Gallovey

Trip Report
Kalang Canyon
Sunday, 16th July

Present: Hike Lske, John Kaye, Keir Vaughen-Tavylor.

Hike is ususlly punctual uniesz he is lost. Since  he was
late, it was logical that he was lost. The telzphone rang and Hike
axplainad that his motor vehicle navigational system needed more
ey information such as notable landmarks. I live copposite this
enormous railway station, (recogrizeble by large, clattering
traina}. Thisz date zeemed to put him on the right track and just
to be sure | stocd perched on the kerb end waved furiously as Herly
Stousze’s racing Audi attempted fto reduce the passing railway station
to a mere blur, “House numbers are sasier to see below the apeed
of light"”, 1 said, leaping intsc the car, We =set off to collect
John in Pymble and the navigaticnal eguipment in Hike's car led wus
erringiy to our destination by a process of Newtonian approxima-
tion. The problem was thset the navigationel equipment in HMike's
car consiated of & street directory, mozt of itz peges detached and
gsuffering from an advanced case of entcropy. 1 shall not go into
the details of how we went to Pymble vie Hornsby, At Pymble, the
hudi was left to sleep away the weekend while the Austin Kimberiey
drove threugh the night to Kanangra, -

It was to be a glorious blue sky day for an abseil the next
day. You could tell by the lumincius scdium sunset glowing acrcss
the gorgecus gorges of the mountains as we motored our way into the
aoit blue distance,

Red sky =2t night

Shepherd’s house burning down

The crystal clear night sky holds little heat to the planet’s
surfacsa. Thisa 1is a useful metescrological condition for cooling
vehicles that overheai at Jenolan Caves, We just =0 heppened 1o
have 3just auch a vehicle and took full advantage of this facility.
ag the temperature gauge sank slowly tewards the N for normal we
told each other abnormal jokes. when the punning reached &an
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jn?elerahly low levael it became necessary to atep out -inte the
crxspi.Tlght air and gaze briefly at the blazing stars and sav
Wou" ‘

* & @

. Cur campsite was fully refrigerated for uz by the time we pul-
led over the rolling track to a suitable cempfire, Mike was most
smphatic about gettino an early stert, 2o ws all curled intoc our
pre-cocled sleeping begs and Jdozed away till dawn.

The morning revealed everything covered in frest, Grass, gum
trees, 2leeping bhags and wmoctor car engines, Our early morning
start referred to an early morning moteor car start, Obviocusly the
hattery terminals needed breaking coff zo we did that first., Thoe
fanbelt was loose 20 we tivhtened it, Thias meant we could break oif
the ignition wire and sperk pluy leeds. Az we worked on the car as
a teem, we gradually disassembied the vehicle not conly into its
Lﬂmpbﬂant varta but thoroughly damaged component parts, fully war=
ranteed against peasible future use. This was the moment we all
recogniged . a3 coffee time, When you'ra in a hole, stop digging,
Heny coffes sessions snd battery boosts iater, the engine fired to
1ifé as though there had been nothing untoward with ite aperation,
Away we cruised tc Kalerng canyen. with the added thrill in the
knowladge that we wvould come staggering sxhesusted up that murderous
guily:to a motor car with starting sickneas.

Je used 50m and 45m Bluewater ropes., John and I would zingle
rope - dowun and  HKike followed on dual vopas, There were seven
pitches, sach pitch more far out =snd amazing Lhan the last. What
could be a mere pleasant way to apend a sunny day than becoming a
microdot on the vertical plare of that messive landscape. I gain &
great deal of satisfaction sitting in the sunshine on some inacces-
sible pleteau overlooking great jagged peaks, and reading in the
logbock about the poor unfortunate SUSS pzople who went earlier in
the wet and cold. ¥y heart went out to them,...just a little,

The efficiency cof the moves from one pitch te the other was
confounded hy rope tangles and discussions about which was the best
route to the next pitch, “Even though we alwayg deduced the optimum
route, the discuszions exceeded ths time saved. The final pitch
can be done in twe ways, The famous explover, Richard HeNeall, 'is
inown t¢ have pioneered & route through trees and shrubbery and
ending in more trees and shrubbery. John, having experienced this
route once before, " suggested that there existed an alternative
rote, Mike confidently led us to the correct pitch (Mike inserted
this 1line - ed.) Indeed, it can be clearly seen on the other side
of the waterfall, warked by the yallow tape that everybody else
uses. Thiz  pitch 1s an excelient orand finale, with Kanangra's
arange sandstnn@ walls atanding uxtnesa to another great day, We
were five hours coming down Kalang cenyon and all but a mere three
quarters of an hour coming up Murdering Gully where, not only did
the car start, but we downed a bottle of cider 1°d been carrying
arcund ali day, but forgot about.

Keir Vaughan-Taylor
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Wae Jusper Caves

Located only four hours drive from Sydney, Wee Jasper Caves
affer a special and (for 3USS) unususl type of caving., It is cal-
led "caving without pain”., There are no gruelling squeezes, infin-
ite =orewla or zwkward rockpiles in this system cf typically large
paasages. There are, however, gaveral nitches, large chambera and
pretties to stimulate the brain, Below are descriptions of some of
the major cavess,

Lovely valk- snd cvunthrough cave. It takez lesz than half an
hour €0 go threugh this graffiti-covered cave., 1t offers many
optional sgueézes for people like Rolf, and it 1s noetl possible to
get lost, - :

Punchboul Csve

Apparently this cave once cennected to Signature. The cave is
entered +through a 20m pitch which is easily rigged cff & large
column, It contains two very large chambers, One of theae is
floorad in batszhit and ihe cther hee socme very nice decoration.
From the latter it is possible to climb up some boita and look back
over the entrance pitch., Alsc of intersat iz the Laundry Chute,
This is & slippsry vertical chimney ot the bottem of which there
are some fine crystals, The attached map is not meant to be & sur-
vay., It mainly cives an idea of how the pasaages connect,

Again, it i1z not possible to get lost in this zave., A low vetl
streamwey is followed for a while before you emerge in the best
triangle-shaped pessage 1 have ever seen, £ vou sre keen you <©an
suiim to the sump,

Dip Cave

This cave is comprised of five parallsl ageries, all . linked
together, It hias two abseil entrences, and one walk-in doline.
Series five in particular iz very pretty. Negotiating the two
meter deep pit will keep you amusad for s few minutes, A nice
abgeiling through trip iz to abseil in down the tight 20m pitch and
abseil out down the Rathnls,

N

Gang Lave

This is the siwth series of Dip Cave. It has a separate <f{ive
meter entrance piich. The Gong Chamber at the end is so called
becauss you cen thump the formations and cause them to make &
"gong" noiae,

Richard HNcHeall
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Trin Report
Jenolan
géth - 7th December, 1933,

Present: Grant Elliott, Paul Kamlade, Kristin Young, Boris Zak,
Greg James, Mark Hunter; Graeme Gallcwsy and Robert
Brandt (Wednesaday only},

Tuesday morning waes fine when we met at the guides’ office at
Jerolan at 10,00 am. We were delayed because the permit had not
arrived from Sydney, snd the guides had to ring Sydney tc authorise
our wvisit. S50 we s2t up camp & bit late at Mammoth Flat. Grant
had planned this mid-week trip with a view to checking out a few
things in Spider, While I piked in favour of teuriating around the
lush, green Jenoclan reserve, Grant antered Spider with threa
unsuapecting compenions at about midday. He expected the sgueezes
to be impessebly wet, so I waited for their return at the entrance.
When they didn’t return after an hour, I concluded that they were
able to do the cave so I walked back to Mammoth Flat. There I met
Hark, who went on te join the othera in Spider and do some
exploring of his oun,

Grant’'s group had not done 9pider before, and indeed, were
mostliy new to caving., This didn’t stop tham getting to Lower River
quickly, without stops, There they lunched,., then headed ' straight
to the Conlosseum and up to the Dig at the End of the World, They
did some futile digging at a nearby dig. After this wasted effort,
they took only a few shovei-fulls from the End of the World. Grant
believes this dig i=s promising and not dangerous, as Mike has
claimed. it i= phreatic tube, somewhat like Dingo Dig, half-filled
with sediment and blowing heartily!? They then headed back to Glo-
phole Gallery.

Heanwhile HMark quickly soloed down to the downstreanm rockpile,
He had great ambitions of making the hisztorical breakthrough into
Imperial thig day. RAlas, it was not to be, He climbed a couple of
avensg which ended, or appeared to end, in mud chokes, At lzast he
now knows that hope for a breakthrough doesn’t lie there. However,
it still sgeems likely that the downsteream rockpile area is prom-
ieing for exploration. One gets the feeling that Spider i= not
done yet! il =

Mark met the others at Glophole Gallery and they headed out to
pocuring rain in the just-darkness at 8,00 pm., I had intended wal-
coming them with a roaring fire, but the heavy rain forced me to
hole up with & good book in the back of the Subaru, Frankly, I
hadn’t regretted missing out on Spider that dav. '

We dined in the backs of cars and under flies in the unceasing
‘dnwn?gut;_ Crant and Mark tried to forget the weathasr in a cask of
‘riesling and spirited converszation. We went to bed and it

stopped raining all night, Gk
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Funnily enpugh, it wss raining Iin the morning., Everybody gava
some thought to piking as an alternative to donning wet caving
gear., But Robert and Grasme had come all the way for the day so we
had to remain, We met them at the gate, jus:t &s the wipers broke
aon the Subaru (the only acceptable replacement for a ioat
Kingswood}, The rain shated while we trogged up and headed for
Wiburd’s, The wallevy waz incredibly lush znd green, slthough there
was no unusual amount of surface water,

We spent a frustrating houcr sesarching Wiburd‘s Bluff for the
entrance, I was the aonly other person who bhad heen to Wiburd’'s,
but, as it was my first cave a few vyears bafore, 1 had little
memory of it, It turned out thet we had made the casy miatake of
going too far north., When we did find it, we plunged in  happily,
out of the drizzle, We potrered arcund at a couple of levels,
encountering a few pools but not alwayz the way on, Eventually we
figured out the way Lo the mudslide which was dry, We weren’'t in
the right spiritz for a srotracted z2ession on the slope, but Robert
took a few action shots of £lying bodies before we moved on.

We explored around various pessages with mudslepe £loors but
didn't really do justice Lo this lsrge and interesting cave., T
think many peopls visit Wiburd’s as a fun cave to do after a more
sericus trip, I,for one, don’'t really know the lavout of the cave
at all, Also, it is becoming fairly dirty, as nud froem the £flwueor
is keing spresd everywhere 2ise by cavers. We popped doun into
¥Yauning Gulches, surprising mest pecple with the fun little
Corkacrau, There was wno weter on the €£lcor here, but the water
level mark on the walls iz at a most interesting high level,

On the way out, we took some photes of some of the larger or
longer zections of cave, using Robert’a sleve unit to test its per-
formance. We popped ocut o an imminent thunderatorm, which soaked
us on the walk bhack,

Back at HMamnmoth Fleit, we fixed ths Subaru’'s wipera and packad
upn  the massez of sosking wet gear. The smell oveek near Mammoth
Flat was flowing acrcss the path te Wiburd’s, Thae creek at the
gate at the Playing Fieldsz was alszo flowing, Puddles aboundaed, WHe
farswelled the guides after a lengthy chat, and bought food at the
kicsk, We also stopped at Hampton and Mt Vic, It rained all the
way home,

That ia the end of my first trip report in many months,

Kristin Young
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January

2lst-22nd

Zdth

Anytime

Merch

Future Events

Jenclian, Contact Graeme Galloway (692 3571(w):

Committes Meeting, Place to be advised,
Orientation Week planning!

Canyoning, To be arvanged at the last possible minute.

General HWeeting. Common Room, Holme Buiiding, 7:30pm

Tasmania. Contact Grant Elliott (858 1194) or
Bruce Stewart (94 51663,

Harch is yet to be arranged hut there will be trips every
weekend, Some of them may not even be tc Jenslan or Bungonia,

Easter

Annual SUSS Cooleman trip.

This space intentionally laft blank,
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