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Editerial

At last, another SUSS Bulli I would 1like +to reassure all the
doubters amongst our avid readers that we have not ceased publication.
SUSS always has difficulty in producing bulletins around the end of
each vear, Most of our contributors are university students who tend
to suffer from attacks of quilt and panic every MNovember. The last
real bulletin produced was September (really October due to our
guajint titling system) and after that we suffered a severe lack of
material to oprint. This problem would normally be resolved towards
the ‘end of November, but this time most of the contributors headed off
toc go caving {(shock, horror) as soon as their exams had finished. Hy
plans to produce a bulletin in January were disrupted whaern I decided

to go to Thailand. However, all has not been lost and I now have a
reasonable amouni of meterisl to print {(or at least promised)., 1
expect wus to publish this Bull in mid-Merch, another at ths heginning
of April and then at the start of every month until I have nothing to

print again in November,

The lack of a bulletin in the last £f=zw months dust shows how
dependent we are on just & handful of SUSS members. Despite bkeing the
lergest single speleo club in the country (if vou ignore VSA wht are a
state orgenisation). the bulletin is being produced by only a verv fewu
members, If, as happened et the end of the vear. these people decide
to -gqo caving, there is nothing to print and nobody to mrint it. So,
why don’'t you wvoclunteer to helon, either with the actual production ' or
by writing articles and reports, The bulletin is produced uvsing the
Computer Science Department’s {acilities and I would be only to glad
to introduce vyou intsc the crafts involved in creating a bulletin
(typing, type-setting, layout, printing). if vou want a freguent and
interesting bulletin, it’'s up to you to help.

1
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Sacretarial

With the Annual General Heeting coming upon us fast and with
the huge influx of new members, I thought a few words on the roles
of each of the committee positions would be in order,

If you know of anybody who would be suitable for any of these
positions, please come along and vote for them as thev are the ones
who will be running the cluk for the next twelve months. If you
wish to nominate for any of the positions, please take note of the
responsibilities you would be undertaking.

Pregsident

Chairs general meetings and attends such meetings. as necessary
to represent the club (e.g, Union finance meetings)
Vice President

This position asutomatically gpes to the retirine President.
This wperson generally  juat stends in when the President is una-
vailable.

Correspondence Secretary

This person attends to Lhe day-to-day <orespcndence " and ‘the
clearing of the mail box,.
Hinutes Secretary

This peson takes mninutes at all meetings (committee and ‘- gen-
eral?l, It esential that this perszson should be able to attend’all
such meetings and can write legibly.

Treasurer

Responsible tor the club’s finencial affairs, A flair with

Figures and & devious mind are absolute essentials,

Editor
I,uould say thal this ie the hardest position on the commit-
tee. This person is responsible for producing the club’s bulletin

and tor harassing the small horde of helpers and writers.
Eguipment Officer

This perscn i: regponsible for the maintenance of the club’'s
egquipment., This person must have some convehient place to store the
egquipment;

This posifticn involves hesically three tasks: representing'the
club at ASF committeg and NSW Liason Council meetings as well as
reporting back to the club on thess meetings: sending reports on
the club’s activities to the ASF Newsletter editor: reporting on
any accidents thet happen to the ASF Safety Cfficer.

Publicity Dffices

Thie position wac creasted to renresent the club at meetings

with government end other zuvch hodies,

General Committee Members

These pecople are supposed to help out wherever necessary in
the running of the club.

Well, they're thes positions and now it is up to vou. the mem-
bers, to exercise vyour vote at the Annual General Meeting. Orne
further point for vour information, only the President, Vice
President ond Corrreaspondence . Secretary are allowed to apply for
caving permits,
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"rip Renarlb
Thursday 25th Wovember
fThe Day HWe CGobt Paid For hActing)

Legders: Ian Mann, Ed {Sir Edmund) Hillary and some advertising
director.

Gthers: Humerous S5,U0.5.5, personalities, an advertising crew, women
from Women’'s College, a beekeeper {minus bees). a Sherpa and
a little red car.

After a source contacted Paul Creenfield, this trip was organised
by Mr Organisation - alias Ian Hann, to raise funds for 5.0.5.8., 1
do believe we did actually make somg money in the end: after we paid
Mike for some parts for the battery charger and bought some chicken
and champagne (and ice) for the znsuing S5.U.5.3. Christmaz party.

Well this trip wag like any other caving trin, in having %to get
un earlvy +to get to our locatian which was the ¥Women‘s College - but
not to go ceving, nor draining or burrning, raping and pillaging (as
someone thought whe keglt trving to light fires sverywhere and smoke us
all out)- but instead Lo 2ngsge in thet evil of evils, the oproducticn

of propagenda - advertising. Obviously someone knew how good we wers
at acting and thought we wouvld make a gresat audisnce for E4d Hillarvy to
lecture at - &2 was cur scena in the ad, or elss it had something to

do with Hillery., Sherpas, Everest ard the MHountaineering Club (which
5.U.5.5. owns anyway) Whatever the case, we ended up in this ad promo-
ting the forthcoming "Sherna” car.

Overall it was a pretty easy itrip: all wa had to do was sit.
ccgasionally clap and cccasionally stand up, Eve Innesg had the hardest
part and had to take off her het about a2 dezen times, but not to
Geoff, as they wouldn't let him zit next to har because of his hairvy
legs. Other highlights were the "chatting up” of some of +Lthe women
from the college - who was that girl, Pike? I mvself met the daughter
of the cuners of Abercrombie Pouse, 80 if vou're going to Abercrombie
Caveg, wvisit +the house and savy vou're from S.U.5.5. (and be prepared

to be thrown straight out),

Well eventually the director and camera crew gobt it right. eor
else they reelized Ed wass a bit hot in his Tweed Suit (it was 40
degrees that dav), and let us back out into the resl world.

So, after such & hard task, ths sctive people (all +the 5.U.5.5.
contingent’, moved cutside to celebrote our new found fame and forctune
and Christmas at the zame time, and alsc the end of exams For the stu-
dents, It is trulvy amazing hov meny can celabrate so much in =o
little time!

Well, the chicken and champagne was delicicus. though I'm not
sure if Ha Hunter enioved tte champers, az, when he poured it into his
cup, which was in his ghirt pocket, he would bend over to..put the
bottle back and conseguently pour the chanmpagne back into the Esky. 1
ain sure Judy end Winnie enioved it., as Judy was heard to sav “"Richard

icoks cute in the bushea”™ii! And evervone elss seemed to eniov it, as
lan, who thought he had solved the bun-fighting complex that S5.1.5.5.
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members have, by buying loaves, neglected 5.U.S5.S5. ingenuity as the
hot weather made for an idesl ice and later hose fight. Uncle Bruce.
missing his son Henry, decided to play along with the “"kiddies"., the
reault was a soaked but refreshingly cool S$,U.S5.5. Christmas mparty.
As Pike would say, "e good time was had by all",..that reminds me,
Mike, where did that girl &nd up?

Guy HMcKanna

frip Report
Ausiralie Day Long Weekend, 15383

Present: Richard Mackey, Kristin Young. Mark Hunter, Michael Garbean,
Michael Lake,

We arrived at the parking spot feor the Wallara Canvon on Sunday
morning, , havirng spent a pleszsant night at the Youngs’ holiday (7}
house on the Coz’s River, and having caught an unplsasant treffic iam
at Jenolan, We set off at a desrerate pace, expecting o strike the
canyon after about 10 minutez. Instead, we followed a track in the
wreng direction and from that moment on, we were lost for the: fest of
the day.

We arrived at & spot which allowed & view of the area and set off
through the bush downwards, We struck s dry creekbed which Richard
seemed tce recocagnize and followed it., by-passing various cliffs which
Richard and 1 thought were femiliar, We then met up with a larger
(and almost dry) creekbed which made us realize that we must have been

on & tributary of the correct creek, Instead we were miles off
course,

We follcwed this creek for some distence till ve ceme to a "lar-
gish" drop which vwe tried Lo convince ourselves was Margaret Falls.
But this drop was about 150 feet too sheri, so we decided to leave the
creek by a spur on the left. After all, we had done a couple of
"pissy"” abseils, The top of the spur revealed a hill on the left
wiich we convinced ocurselves was Mt Pinderi. but in fact was Mt
Maxwell,

We escended this by ascrambling up a cliff and then realized we
were about 3 miles off course and had been in & separate creek system,
East Christie’s rather than Centrel Christie's,

We got back to the cars and cemped at Boyd River. Apathy and
lack of confidence prevented us irving te get ourselves lost in Tuglow
on Honday, Instead, we succesefully neqotiated Hemnton and the road
home,

Mark Hunter

Note.This report has been left almost untouched., just to make Mike
Lake feel more literate,
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¥et Ansther Sza Cave.

The Northern Beaches region of Svdney is not only well known fbr
ita surf and bathing beauties, but aisec for its seacavez, such aa the
Ovéns at South Whale Beach and St Michael’'s o0f MNorth Avalon ang
anather at North Warriewood and now vet another hasa been found at
South Dee Why.,

This latter seaceve lies halfwav along the headland bLetween Dee
#hy and Curl Zurl beaches, though it can only be reached fraom the Cee
Vhy end and reallv only. at low tide if one wants to get there at all,

The rcave itself is a couple of motres above sea level and about
ten metres befere the shoraslinae. The ceve is about tyenty metresz long
(end is aphotic at the end whezn one entars and blocks the light). The
entrance is rectanwguler and locks liks s coerridor fabout Im by 4m),
This shape decreases in size and symmebiry es the cave recedes into the

cliff, The floor is of talus end has obviously filled in mocst of the
cave, This talus is zovered in guene from the numerous pigeons that
roost in the cave, The rocf is covered with moss end creeners and

forms a spectacular hanging carden, Just cutside the cave is  much
fresh talus which has fzllar from the cverhanging cliff. which locks
rather precarious.

This cave is similar to the Yarriewood seacave but is Tot a=s
long. it is alsze presumobly of a poct-Tertiary date liks the other
dyKe-controlled seacaves of the veaich.

There are alsc some spectacular weatharsd sandstone formations
nearby as well as some fine cliffs for those interested in seacliff
climbing,

Suy HocKanna

Some Sandstone Stalagtites

Juat off . fire treil that runa betwsen ......... FRoad,.
Ingleside &nd McCarr’s Creel Road, there is & small cave (2m by Im by
Im) in the side of 2 cmell zendsione cliff, Wall, Hoddy doesn‘t live
here, (he 1lives in the neoxt cone down), but in this ceve thers is
something just as faytastical -~ sandstone stalagtites, the things you
ccgasionally heat ruwourad about  and nevar aea, Well, beliesve me,
they do existi C(hey, wowl!i) There ere about eight o©f them hanging
from the roof of %this iittis arotto. They are about gix inches long
and sbout six inches in diameter at the base and about three inches at
the tip. And thov are also white (as is the whole little cliff). just
like resl stelagtiles, : s

However they did not form ia the same way .as  limestone
stalagtitas, These sandstone stals appear. te hava béen originally
eroded by the cavillary action of water and then weathered by wind, to
their present shape, imitating the ztalegtites we are all so ussu to,
or maybe Noddy made them, who knows? (Why not esk him?)  But they do
avist and are entirely comuposed of gondstone!

Guy HcKanna
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Irip Heport - Arethuas Canvon

Present: Jchn Kaye, Hartin Scott, Grant Henderson., Daniel Large.

An earliy start was made from the car, parked above Henzon Brook
on the Ht. Hav Road. The descent into Henson Brook was burnt,; muddy
and steep (lots of fun). Once in Henson Brook, it was a two kilometre
creek bash to its qjunction with Arethusa Brook. Along the wavy there
vere two short swims, Hartin was able to chimney the first one and
atay dry, much te our disqgust, and later was to become the object of
duckweed proijectiles. At the sescond swim it was neccessary to get weti,
this being the dunection with Arethusa Brook.

Thirty more minutes of crecgk bashing and we entered a wide canvon
guite like Grand Canvon. Aiter mere jokes about the water being szeptic
and duckweed asdventures,., we reached the abseil about 10.30 AM.

At this point the canvon is fairle wide, but tne abzeil ' descends
inte the nerrowest and darlhest parts of the cenvon. The abseil is on
the right-hand side of a waterfall. The abseil starts from the koltom
6f & human sized pothele which formsz a small window in the canvon
wall, Rope retrieval from vha 1ip of the pothole waes easyv, Leooking wup
into the waterfall we saw the possibility of abseilling down through
the boulder choke at the top of the waterfall, This would be a more
apecltacular abseil taking cne dovwn Lthrough an eroded pothole through
which the waterfall gurgles, This sbssil would reguire more thought.

The bettom of the abseil leads to mere swims and jumps as  the
canvon widens out. We soon reached the flat, wide ledge above & 25m,
waterfall that marks the end of the cenvon, Here we stopped for a
waterlooged lunech.

After lunch we attempted to find the shortcut out of the canyon
described as a "tricky traverze”. All attemnts by Grant and Hartin to
find a way threough the traverae wars not succesaful, Further investi-
gation back up the wanvon was also unsuceessful, By one o'clock, 'blue
sky had turhed to thunderclouds, & drop in tempereture, and a drizzle
that steadily turned into a downpour combined Lo dampen our spirits,
Deciding that it was unwize to b2 caught on the lip of the waterfall
should the water level rige, we decided to take the long cut out via
the Grose Gorgs and Grand Canvon,

Finding & sturdy sapling to tie off from, we. ahseilled down a
rope- that .only just reached the rocks 20m, below. From here the way
out was very wet and dismal. Clembering over boulders down the gqully,
we reached a point where it wes possible to cut across the spurs to
the cliffline belew the Pylen Lockout, During the walk oul we passed a
tree ztump 2till smouldering three weeks after the bush fires,.

Eventually we reached the treack that led through Rodriguez . Pass
end up to Evans Lookout., Very wet and exhavsted we reached the lotkout
ebout 7.30PH, From here two kind Canadian tourists gave us.a 1lift to
the top of Evans Head Road, Ore taxgi ride and $18.00 leter we resched
the car, so ending our masochistic trip.

John Kave
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Tirip Report -- Jenclan
20th~-zlat MNovember 1942

Present: Paul Greenfield, Danuta Kucharska, Grant Ellioctt., Chris
Maltby, Craig Emmelhainz, Lucas Tubergan. Steve Moore

With talk in the air ef ancther Jenolan book, this time on Spider
and Wiburde Lake Caves this weekend had the aim of heving a look at
what had te be done. Specifically this involved a thorough 1look at
giburds Lake Cave for familarisation and assesaing the most promising

igs,

So on Saturday morning after lengthy discussions with the Guides
we set off from Mammoth Flat (cars had to bhe parked st the boom gates)
up MecKeowans Vallev, Wiburds Lake Cave now {and for the last 7 vyears)
is minus the lake and the stream has dried up to become an unconnected
lirne of puddles,

Our first task wazs Lo have & look at some possible extra passace
he oguiden believed axisted in the Heddy s ¥nock area. Ernie Holland
told us he had reached a vpoint from whicihh the river was audible
below, After locking behind meny rocka, Paul found what he believed
wee the new lead,. Rfter sbout 10m irn 2 ressonebly spacious rockpile =
drop was lccated that seemed to match the point that Ernie had found.
With the aid of Peul's waist tapsz T descended abouvt & 7m drop only to
find the ditch clogged with send in every direction, It is a possible
digging site but others look mare promising and accessible,
Nevertheless this area will have to be szurveved on a future trip.

The lasting impression of Heddv's Knock is of the fine calcite
cryatals there, which in some cases are superbly developed,

When we returned to Western Passage the others were already look-
ing at other possible leads further along, We all proceeded to Pitter
Patter Passage and relocated what is probably one of the most prom-
ising digs. The Sand Trap Humber 1 is a silted up phreatic tube that
seems to be inviting a digging attempt,

Western Passage itself hasz numerous side passages that are siltad
up, which we recorded hopefully to investigate completely in the
future. ¥We gradualiv moved hack through the cave to Henrv’s Dig. This
erea still remains probably cne of the most likely approaches ta the
Jenolan Lower River from diburda Lake Cave, if one exists, However
inactivity on the dig for several years means that digging will now be
necessary to find the digging site.

On the way back down the valley Peul and I had & look at J73 or
Biowing Hole. This entrance ia located on Century Bluff which has a
notable absence of maijor cave, vet is certainly not far from the pro-
bable course of the underground river. Indeed J73 zuggests cave has
existed there, for below it is & large doline and the 'cave itself
issues a strong draft, Unforctunaiely the hole ia clogged with rocks
end they would have to be awkwardly moved before any extension could
Le considered, hdded to this the rocks in the cave are extreamely
sharp., However the choclk to the right, as one 2nters the cave, is pro-
bably the best prospect,
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We returned to Mammoth Flat and spent a leiszurely night around
the fire, AL this stage Chris amazingly recited aketch aftsr sketch of
Honty Python for our amusement,

On Sunday we had intended *c visit Spider but given the large
number of freshers in the party we decided on Mammoth Cave to investi-
gate Central River given the fsct it was now dry. but this plan ‘too
had to be altered, Pauvl decided {(with his fiendish sense of humour)
that he wanted to see his friends (who are over-6ft %®all) sguirm in
agony in Hammoth Sgueeze. Bv the fime moast had gone through and the
others by the rockpile we only had time to' go to the  Lower River,
given the stated desire kv some members of the party to be-home with
their families by Christmas, after sgome of us hed a quick swim in the
hydro weir, we did indeecd decide to return to our residerices (such a
useful word, Mike). concluding vet another enjovable Jenolan Trip:

Grant Elliott

Spring Creak (Canyen
Setirday February 5th. . 1943

Piregent: Mike Lake, Ian #Hann, Bruce Stevart, John Kave, RDaniel Large,

We left Ian's residence et Crovdon at 6,00 am Saturdsay in :the
Bedford van and arrived at the walk-in point at about 8.30 am. During
the walk in the scenery loocked slightly different from usual; This
difference became more  accentuated when & one hundred foot pitch
appeared unexpectedly in front of us.

Surmising tha* we had stumbled into Long Cully due to  a trivial
navigational error, we cut up the ridae on the right then back down to
enter the real Snring Creek 'at last,

Soon w2 reecned the clessic slinpery dip. { plummeted doun first
{after lan had checked for logs ete at the bottom} and John and Bruce
actually climbed up the rope to aslide down acain,

The water is reasonably ciean with ‘only a traceof light brown,
The other pitches followed guickly with occasional stops for Daniel to
take photos while we paosed,

As the day was sunny we 2il hed & pleasent time in the warm water
and a good cocol swim at the Shecalhaven raoids just before our walk
cut, which., unfortunately., was stiil in the heat of the day. We fin-
ished - the +trip hy reaching the cars at ebout .00 at night after a
tiring valk out.

Hike Lake
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Claustral
or "Ugly Mob Scenes in Canvon™
nr
'Mike Lake and Audi Escape Uninjured”
13th February, 1343,

On Saturday afterncon we sttended =  barbecus et Tan Xarn's
residence (thanks Mike) and, after a good feed, played with puzzles, a
gquitar and babies, The weather looked threatening, with thunder and
rain, but we were fairly sure Claustral wouldn’t be too wet to do.
More worried were we about the hordes of unscrupulous tourii that are
known to descend on poor Claustrel every Sunday to rape and pillage.
or as Mike said (! think) "tc probe and prod into her oprivaete pas-
sages”, That 1is why we decided to drive up to ¥t Tomah on Saturday
evening to camnp and get an early start.

Grant Elliott had arranged tc meet two wnon-5.U.8.S5. friends at
home, 80 we arranced to see him at Ht Tomah. Mike Lake and Mark Hun-
ter set off in the Rudi, while Bruce and I, in hia <(trusty) Holden.
nad the same intention, but, alas, were wot to have it fulfilled. At
the end of Tan's street, he noticed the autcmatic transmission head
become 4qrossly dysfunctional. We got to Concord, where he tried to
diagnose and fix it. but only managed to get filthy. Az we were
parked outside a car salesverd., a counle of salesnen offered him a
trade-in for a new Commodore and one even offered teo buy hig cassette
plaver from him, Bruce declined all such cffers.

Knowing that Mike and Mark wera waiting on us at Richmond. I rang
home and begged for the Kingswood. We limped back to Cremorne in
Bruce's car., picked up the trusty HZ and got +to Richmond. a little
shamefaced, an hovr and a half late.

The Kingswood having thoroughly outrun the Audi on the drive to
Ht Tomah, we <chose to sleen in the picnic shelter next to the Ball
Roed &s the weather looked bad (as they were tco slack to put up tents
- Ed), Mark slept on a picnic table, Bruce under it. Mike on one of
the benches and me on the floor. We talked about sex and listened to
the huge trucks rolling by and a2 car full of yohbos stopping to answer
Nature’s call, Meanwhile, Grant and friends had arrived and had gone
to the end of the road to camp,.

At 1.30 am, Mark tired of the conversation and suggested we go
end let Grant’a tent doun. We dressed and set cff into the pitch
dark, misty night. Only half way along the road did I remember that
Grant's tent was free-standing and could not be let down. lindaunted
we pressed on, We prowled arcund, played with the zip, put shoes on
his car, giggled & lot and rattlied the tent and ran,

Now ready to go to sleep, we did, until a huge truck pulled up
next to us and =at there idling for ten minutes,

Now for the sericus bit of the trip. We sel off early for ths
canyon at ebout 8,00 am. Grant and two others were ahszad, behind
another party of three. We met up with them soon. The canvon was a
little oqgreotty and fairiy dry, and e&ll the tracks are verv well
defined. At the pitches we were caucht behind a party who were belay-
ing each other down the abseilz. #Hark had to show one of them a tanpe
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knot! Rs we waited, a party of sixteen stacked up behind us, followed
by what wve were told was another thirty. All this at 9,30 am! This
is overcrewding to the point of collective irrezponsibility. it was
fun abseiling in waterfalls agein, but the water was so low that it
was rather tame, Also the water wes warm. After +the pitches  we
raced through the canvon as fast az we could. This was pleasant anrd
uneventful, but for Bruce almost falling flat on his face on one of
the rocks 1in a shallow leaping pool (I've never seen a leaping pool!
ed,) We floated happily through the tunnel swim:; Mark even had a bugy-
ancy’ wvest. The sky was overcast, and. as we walked slowly out, thun-
der rolled over the sky.

It was nica to get into good 'dry clothes ‘again. and we were  wvery
glad we waren't still down the canyon with the miliing and unnijly
mobs. Thet would have been most unpleasant, 1 now feel that it is
irrespongible to go to that canyon on & weskend, unless you like tak-
ing risks in floods or just sitting around a lot.

Kristin Young
P.5,., For the 5.U,5.5. Book of Records, neithsr Mike Lake nor the Audi

suffered any sort of difficulty or injury whatsoever this week-
end,

=i
s
T

1982 Raal Property Finel Exemination (Law

Aubrey ouwne Yzllowacres which: adjoinsg Grevacrss, owned by Barrv.,

Barry has discovered a csve =vatem which extends under both * Yel-
lowacres and Grevacres - at a depth of two hundred metres, The only
entrance to the sysitem is on Greyacres, It can‘'be proved that Barry
often enters thai part of the msystem under Yellowacres and that on twn
ncc?sinns he has removed precious stones which were embedded in' the
yaells,

Barry circles..over Yelloweacres in his helicopter " for an hour
every dey taking nhotocraphs of the ares at varicus heights toc map the
extent of the cave system.

Aubrey wishes to know whether he has any remedies against Barrv,

The editocr wishes te know whether hez can borrow Barrv's helicoo-
ter for his own suveving work and would also like mere information on
the nature of the precious stones,.

(I suppose that this was regarded as a ‘real world’ example by

the examiner, perhaps an invitation to foin a surveying trip would be
appreciated.)
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innual Sports Union Dinner
or
Some Hotes On Caving

The Sports Union cordially invited the executive of each of its
clubs teo attend the second Sportsman of the Year Dinner. So off I
went to put in an appearance for our club (and the 'Mountaineering
sub-branch) and hopefully drop & few hints that we are poor and
improve our chances of actuially receiving what we reguested for a
grant (No, not a Grant Elljott, we already have one cf them,) Oh, and
there vas an offer of a free meal - too good to turn down. Well, 1
finally got there and to my pleasure found it was open bar (that means
free drinks) - what a way to celebrate the last dav of civilization
before random breath testing ceme into force, But, it waas not quite
the same as those "drinks" with other 5.U.5.,5. chroniea, no drunken
rumbles, no =inging and no campfire,

However the food was slightly better than bush tucker. ~ Fresh
(yeg, that means real prawns, crab and oysters) seafood cocktail fol-
lowed by Fillet Steak Au Mignon and fresh vegqes and lots more - I sure
got my Sperts Union fees worth., Well, anyway., I sat next to some exe-
cutive of the Sports Union (that‘s how I knew all the food was fresh)
and dropped good words about our club every mow and then - so, don’'t

worry, I earned my dinner. Then came the presentation. Tha <wwinner,
gecond vyear in a row, Michael! Walker, runner up, a windsurfer - did
you know windsurfing is qoing to be in the next Olympic Games - ah,

the "scoopa” 1 get!

Sir Hermann Black (you know, our Chancellor) gave a speech, the
essence of which wes that no matter what uport vou participated in you
were representing the University., How tree, I thought, but eales how
often we forget this (as they do at Jenolan), He then went on to the
nature of sport and how it meana play. not vioclence., not self-
propulsion nor ego-boosting. Now the alchohol must not have been pro-
perly incorporated inte the blood at this stage, as it made & qreat
deel of sense in what he was saving, Whilst caving is not & cumpet1~
tive sport and there are no winners and losers and recognition. is not

clear-cut, This may be one of the greateat advantages of tha. sport
(unless one wants to be the world’'s best &and gain special recogni-
ticn), The other advantage is that it must be one of the wvery fewu

sports that is a productive leisure,

So for all the debate about what caving is and should be, there
vyou have another opinion,

Guy HcKanna
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iriv Repovt -~ Bungonie
June 1981 {(somevhat balated)

Present: Anne Gray,. Nick Meluish, HMike Lelke, Dean, Greg, Gramme

Two veare aoo, the =i of wus apent &n interesting day at
Bungonia., To stert with, we had 250m of rope and 70m of ladders. all
this to do the 50m pitch in Drum. We needed & lot more gear than nor-
mal _as half the group had no prussik gear so they were abseiling in
and laddering out with a helav, Sramme was the first person down the
pitch and he found thai the absell rope was Im teo short so ve went
back to the car for more rope while he laddered down the rest of the
pitch (it would have been intercsting 1f the ladder had not been
_there), Mike, being his normal .gz2nerovs and self-sacrificing self,
lent me his "copper-pleted whaletail" for the pitch.

The carbon dioxide was not particularly high so we e#plored
further and went deown the Z0m pitch (without knowing it!) uzing & 6m
tape (excenpt for Mike wheo piked here). We then went for a look at the
Railway Tunnel and stopped a2t Lthe Vm pitch which we could not do as we
had no rope and the C0Z level waes gaetiting higher. The ciimb back up
the 20m ©pitch was a4 little rmore difficult, ezpecially for the first
person up, a3 the other end of the tape was only tied off to Mike,

Mick and 1 prussziked the 50:» pitch on "untried’ svstems. Hike and
Gramme then started racing zsch olher up the pitch, rope-walking ver-
sug laddering. Unfortunately, about two thirds of the way up  the
pitch, Gramme found that if he was going to stay attached t6 the belay
rope he would have to sgueszz bhstwsen the ladder rungs! ' He decide
instead to unclip completely and reattach himself properiy.’

The only remaining peraon was Greo, who weighed about 115kg
(about 2.5 standard dHike Lakes), Greg started up the ladder but only
8m up started shecuting that he waz not qgoing tc make it as his arms
were qetting too tired {(4id he iry using hiza legs?? ed.), The situa-
tion was saved thouth by scorme Venturars who had enough gear to rig up
2 pully zystem and Grog waz houlad uo by Lthres pecple at & time,

With our successfyul Drum trip out of the way, Dean and I did Hol-
lands Hole whilez liike and Hick zet off to do Acoustic Pot, This lat-

ter trip was abandorazd though when Mike could not find his way out ot
the Bungonia car park,

Anne Gray
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Trip Repvort
AS5F Conference and South Australia
January 1933

It was holidey season again. Most of the club’'s active members
had ogone ofr to Tasmania, vet some of the hardier speleos remained
at home training and vreparing for an eunpedition bevond compare --
a trip to an ASF conference, Yes some people still spend their
hard-earned money to represent their society at caving conventions
and on behalf of SUSS I would like to thank all those who went for
their participaticn, interest and support, These noble people were
John Dunkley, fan Mann, Rosie (almest) Menn, Guy McKanna, Bill
Lowe, Terry 0'Leary., Bruce Stewacrt and Greeme Galloway.

I went with lan, Rosie, Bill and Terry in the ’Ultimate
Speleo’ van, whilst the cthers made their own wavys to Adelaide, We
left on Boxing Day from Katoomba and, even before we started, 1
noticed a cave, & portent of the future?! It was situated under the
Katoomba railway station, wes walk-through, was not aphotic but .did
have an interesting floor of reworked limestona, I then got inte
the van only te £ind another cave, actually =zix dozen of them to Le
precise, These caves were too amall to enter and would have heen
difficult to survey in any conventional manner, even by poking in a
atick. They were alsc completely flooded and they had to be drained
(i.e, drunk) in order to liberatc the cave itself., This was not an
cnerous task and doing =0 occupied moat of the ensuing davs,
eapecially when combined with leoking out the windew for other pas-
sing caves,

That night we decidad te¢ camp &t Dubke, well actually the wvan
made the decision by atarting Lo overhcat., Ve took advantage of the
a2topover to wvisit Helen Turton but ahe had the cheek not to ‘be at
home,

The next deavy we continuved wesnt, svotting no holes except for
places like Cobar, an old mining toun, Spring Field Tenks was a
real hole with a windpill over it but unfortunately it was too
small <o ellow access, We next vent Lo Wilcannia where we investi-
gated the Darling River for four hours to mee if it sank ‘anywhere,
We then went on to Broken Hill where we found th2 most amazing cave
system in Austrelia, ilext to thz hiochury iz a man-sized tunnel but
locked getes (they'll gate anything these dayal) stopped us Erom
exploring Telecom's technolgical marvel 2o we ceould not crawl the
rest of the way to Broken Hill, guite a pity really &s it is surely
Australia’s longest cave,

The numercus willv-williss we sawv ths: dsy were topped off by
& spectacular dust storm at dusk, It was almost like caving, ijust
the walls were a little less zo0lid than these around the Mullarbor
ceves,
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The next morning we arrived at our destinaticn, Ceduna.
Anvybody who has been there will tell vou that the oniy way to get
to Adelaide is wvia Ceduna, Contrary teo popular belief, Ceduna is
not a hole and there are not even any in sight there! 1 even went
snorkelling there and still found no caves., [ suppoze the White
Pointers have filled them all up., Come te think of it though, there
was a hole there, in one of the tyres, Due to +he lack of caves we
had to content curselves with-crabbing, fishing, eating, watching
eclipses, eating seafood smorgasbords, swimming, relaxing and
‘drinking; it was a hard life. All thig culminated in a party on New
Year's Eve,

On New Yzar's Day we left Ceduna for Rdelaide wvia Port Lin-
Eﬂln{_ We saw no obvisus caves sn route although this was not the
case on the return triu.

The next day waz the ASF committee meeting., my ficst real
exposure to heavy ‘aru-chair caving, Lots of work was done and it
was different to normal caving. There were quite a few lectures
over the next couple of days, I gave one on Surveying Developments
as illustirated by Hemmoth Cava (and I would like to thank my assis-
tants, Bruce and Grasms for their support! and Terrvy gave one on
databases. Highlights of ihe lectucre2 will be printed when %the pro-
ceedings are published, Generally we saw lots of cavas {or at least
photodraphs of them) and vere aducated in what was going "on’ doun-
under-ail-over, The fineal day ssaw another committee mesting with
even more work beipg accomplished, The new ASF  -presideht® 93 'our
vary own’' John Dunliley,

It should alse be noted Lhat Rdeleide 18 Australis®s most
tarst-like city: it has the most arcedes I have ever seen, 1 would
also highly racommend the women and ‘the bear (Cooperali) as-well as
the cave diving, "8L ths fesitival atate®” -- rubbish! "Sh the
cavers state”! If only it had ndre vertical and stream cavea most
of ue would have atayed there (or:at Cedunsd,

The conferenca now heving finished, T went west again while
Ian, Rosie and Bill z2% off hack to Syvdnsv vie the rcoast and Bruce
went off to Kangabron Iclang.,

I joinen Grahem w4

rl GSA conference convenor) and
George Parksr (LEGSL) i

t £

i e WY Combi {which they nacked for two
weeks in & counle 5f hours) and heeded off to Curramulla on  the
Yorke Peninsula (where, once egeain, it reinred). 1 gszem to have ima-
gined it vaining a fey times in South Australie. eaven on  the Hul-
larbor, So we wvent caving (with a fzw sther conference peonple),
Corralyn was my ficrnt S.R

it is the th}rt Yang

1

. caver-and I was survrised to find that
qgeat eave in  Rustrzlia (at about Bkm). it
eppearn to be & woatly dfoint-controlled maze ond  is Heologically
Fascineting, as  s&are sone of the veddse pagsages one has' te kridge
acroas. A trip ko its @Htrexitiua vans guite sgporting’ (though not
comparable to - Bpider) The limeatone in 8,3, ls quite different
from that of the Eastern: states. ﬁere it wes nodular, whilst on the
Eyra Peninaula it was mere liks sand aend on the'Hﬁllarhbr it wasz =o
a0ft it usually was noct supporting the roof

The next day we went &£ Toun-tiell Ceve. A beautiful 30m ledder
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pitch leads down into a small series of decorated passages. This
cave was ance Curramulla’s water supply and a young hov was killed
in 19236 after falling down the entrance shaft, The entrance is now
qated, The folleowing day we searched for Cooborie Cormner Cave which
we relocated and entered., It is a series of low chambers about 2m
nigh, There are interassting fossils in the roof but one tends +to
fall asleep when lying down looking at them, We alsc entered Y21
and this has geod prospecte there are numerous depressions around
it, most of which have been filled in by the local farmera. This is
typicel of the caves on the Yorke Peninsula, there would have been
hundreds of cave entrances once but mcst of them were filled in by
the early settlers., They are new starting to reappear as the Ffil-
ling subsides, The south-west Lip of the peninsula is also guite
spectacular with rough beaches, shipwrecks and a feature called the
"Gap" -~ like the Big Hole chopped in half and placed on the coest.

The fcllwing day we went otf to the other peninsula, the Evre
Penainsula, and to Lake Hamilton homestead where the speleos stay
in 'the shearers cuarters. The farmer encourages cavers to investi-
gate the holes on his property and he will ever misplace their
lights to ensure they return, RAfter a fifty metre walk from the
cottage one comes acrosa & amall cave filled with bottles, plates
and other "rubbish” from the turn of the centurv. & real “"Museum
Piece" cavz and even worth a dig. Another nearby cave was worth an
attack with a sledgehammer but it waz still excruciatingly small.
CEGSA uses an elongated crow-bar for digging, ILt is very efficient
for hooking out rocks and dirt and for general bashing. This
implement vproved wuseful in another nearby cave which George and
Grabham extended considerably while I was surveying vet another
(this was no bludge trip!). Their exiension was from Lhe entrance
collapse, through a squeezz inte a fantasticelly sculptured passage
that finally led to & sump. The limestone in this cave was very
gandy and almost locked as if it was wind-eroded. We named it
"Sculptor‘s Dreamworld” because of the shapes of its walls. roof
and floor. Even though it is enly ebout 2km away., Hemilton Lake
Cave 1is quite different, It is basicslly a long, low but wide cave
with a lake in it that raflects the decorated roof magnificentiv.
One wades through this to ancther lake. The potential for caves in
this are i3 great ss CEGSA now realises and the hydrology and qeo-
graphy of the karst i{s wvery interssting and occasionally quite
unusual,

One day we visited the south west tip of the Eyre Peninsula’ a
place called “Whaler s Way" +though we renamed it "Cossat of a
Thousand Sea Ceves”, Besides being & very spectacular piece of
coaztline, thers were lota and lote end still lots more sea caves.
The longest of these were the best z2es caves | have ever saen! One
wags a horse-shoe shape with voels end real calcite decoration, Some
of the dvke-formed crevicss are also wvery spectacular. Therzs is
also a real ceve just & little inland. This cave was discovered by
accident, 20 to speak. The cava entrance formed by a roof collapse
in a chamber when & road was being made on top of it: they have
since moved the road 100m away. Nezedlesa to =ay, +thiaz cave was
guite wunstable, I thought J168 was unstable until I entered this
ceve! Bits if it would fall down around youl I thought 1 saw the
roof move and so did not stay in there very long.
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We gradually moved up the coast, spotting depressions and
caves from the car., We investigated one known cave, Stone Cap
Pothole, to dig out the bottom but it had silted up. The 10m pitch
and . the squeeze above it were most enjovable though, The Talia sea
caves were also enijgyable. These are formed in an eroded horizontal
layer of softer rock.

The next day it was off across the MNullarbor. First we looked
for a “"missing” doline near Nullarbor Station (coves are always
getting lost out here, théy really do need cavers to look after
them (perhaps this is  what "Cave Rescue"” was set up for?))., We
could not find our misaing friend, only wombats and dingos (no
babies though) so0 we continued on cur way to Cocklebiddy visa the
old Eucla Telegraph Station ruins,

The following day we went off to Cocklebiddy cave. Trog geer
for non-diving trips is a pair of swimmers and a lilo. The cave
itself is very impressive and spectacular, the 120m long lake even
more so. Suberb caving was had by all whe entered. The next cave on
the agenda was Nurra-gl-Elevyn, It has a beagutiful ladder entrance
down a slope to scme attractivs lakes (oh, splash, 1 fell in again,
what . a pity the water is so nice) and uhan some pretty little "pas-
sages” in rockpile and scmé sqgueezes that we explored., The others
decided to keep crawling, I decided to keap wet, After everyone was
out .and we had derigged the cave, the local swallow decided to
emerqge end put on a =spectacular serobatics show Ffor us.

Our next destination was Mullamullang where we intended to
camp in the cave, explore and survey, We were also planning to use
a smoke flare to see if the "Dom2" went but the breeze in there was
not strong enough to ellow us to do so, We did however carry our
packs the 5km %to the Dome, over 48 rockpiles (up to 70m high!).
This wes. to say the leaﬁt tiring, as we had to carry water in as
well, After a sleep we explcred the Donme rockpile and dug a bit on
one side but to no avail., I do remember howzver that it was a bit
much hanging upside down digging that far underqground. Ve _then
went off %o sSurvey in the Ezam (maze epelt beckwards)., It was
incredibly hot in the Ezam, I believe due to the salt breskdown  of
the limedtons there and ths idea of survaying crawls above places
e had aIread? heen did not appeal to all of. us, 3o we left it up
to Graham and Gesorge., After anothar slezp we mede our way out,
finally exiting dat 2am on the third day after 38 hours underground.
We also collected the last of the telepvhone cable left behind by
the 1986 expedition (gosh it was heevy).

That afternoon we made our wav to Witches and did .this cave
the next morning., The ants were 2o bed here that I slept con the
Combi recof to escape them, This cave ie supposedly the tiost decora-
ted one on the Nullarbor and it wae very impreasive -- black stals,
black flowstene and e shatter debris floor that Felt and soundéd as
if we were walking on broken glass baetween petrified columns, It
really did make for a magic cave. We went into Graham’s new exten-
sion and found a‘'little morz cave, but not the hig break through
one always hopes for,

Qur -next journey was %o Thampana but while =sitting on the roof
I spotted another cave lust for & counls of vears, Harpies Hole., We
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also found "Guy Gecho’'s Coffin Cave” (G2C2). Unfortunately. neither
of these were larger than stand-in or lie-down size., We went into
Thampana as it atarted to rain (what an amazing country). The
entrance shaft end chamber of this cave are stunning. We went in to
survey Graham’'s new extension called the Drain,  Thia should gqo
somewhere but leads intp.a collapse series (the Dairy Factory -- a
chamber covered 1n ‘cream’), Rock moving revealed a way on but we
could not £it. Graham thinks that all that is needed -is a deter-
mined attack with a hammer and chisel,

The next day (I do not know what dey it was), we drove towards
Abrakurrie, I was in my normal position, on the roof. spotting
caves, rockholes, roos and bottles (we  decided to clean up the
country a 1little), First stop of any consequence was at Chowilla
Landslip. This is actuallv a doline about 70m wide by 70m deep
without a cave at the bottom, Nearby is Abrakurrie. . a stunning
cave, [t has a white railway tunnel that your light 1ust- reaches
and & silt floor that one could use for a 100m sprint with :little
trouble. You emerge from the cave thinking you either imagined it
all or had eaten too many funny mushrooms that morning - another
magic moment.

From there it was off to our last cave, Weebubbie. We -never
actually reached thie cave and unfortunately I spotted another dol-
ine. Enthusiasticallv I got out, trogged up in shorts, singlet and
Dolphin, ready to investigate my discovery., Amazingly there was a
hole off to one side with a breeze issuing from it. I ‘wriggled
through and, to my amazement, found myself on a ledge, 4m from the
floor in a Im wide tube above a jagged floor. 1. tried to ‘*climb
douwn, only to £ind that the cave was axtrumal? unstable and that it
would be Ennlhardv to continue, I was about to come out when the
ledge 1 was standing on gave way, as did my handholds, Shock, Hor-
ror! 1 was falling. Bump, the light went out and then 1 landed with
a thud., I had landed on the only two flat:rocks in the whole cave,
one foot on each, 1 finally fixed the torch and looked around, I
found that the walls leant inwards and seemed to be made of limes-
tone bricks, The roof was no better, seeming to be just a 1lot of
boulders hanging in_ mid-air, no more than 2m from the surface, I
moved towards on wall and hoped that the others would not move the
Combi to wuse it as a belay for a ladder (which they didl!). Then
the floor suddenly gave way and I sank half a metre, By now I was
slightly nervous. The others knew where I was and answered my calls
for assistance so all 1 had to do was wait., In order to calm my
racing nerves, 1 decided to follow the breeze, It went through a
hole which I dug out and squeezed through, to the detriment of my
ribs, I found myself in a smaller chamber that was even more unsta-
ble! This one had rocks embedded in dirt for a roof. Noticing that
it did not seem to go any further, I soon got out of there and shot
up the ladder when it finally arrived, This cave could lead to
something if you were preparsed to dig or jump up and down., I am not
intending to explore it any further myself, having no adrenalin
left for such activities (I must be getting old).

That was the last cave 1 did on the trip. mainly because I did
not see any others on the way back to Sydney via the Barossa, Ren-
mark, Mildura, Canberra and the South Coast.

South Australia is worth a subterranean visit and I can see
why 5USS and CEGSA are ‘related’ societies. I would like to extend
the thanks of SUSS and myself for their hospitality at the con-
ference and while we were in their state.

G McKanna
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19th-20th

26th-27th

1st-4th

Thurs 7th

l16th-17th

Future Events

Wyanbene, Contact Mike Lake (524 5229)(Ch)

Kalang end Tuglow. Contact Mike Lake (524 5229)
Canvoning and caving on one weekend!!

Committee meeting at Judi Strickland’s place.

The 50SS Annual Easter Cooleman trip,
See Mike Lake for details (524 5229)

Annual General Meeting. Come along and vote for
new committee members (as long as vou are a full
member )., Common Room, Holme Building, 7:00pm,
Note the early start time,.

Jenolan., Cave cleaning in Mammoth, general

exploration. Jubilee and Mammoth via Spider?? -
Contact Paul Greenfield (560 4952)Ch): (692 3524)(w).

NCTICE 0:F

ANNURAML GENERAL HMEETTING

Thias will be held in the Common Room, Holme Building

at 7:00 pm on the 7th of March 1983
Please note the earlier time than usual.

Be there to elect vour commititee members for 1983,

JOINT SOCIETIES TALK

Caving in the Caribbean and Central America

RUSSELL CURNEE (Vice~president, International
Union of Speleology)

Latin IT Room (Upstairs from south-east corner of main gquadrangle)

8 pm Thursday 7th April
{after the AGH)

SUSS Bull 22(7):135



PR S ) T iy ‘iﬁsﬂ ﬂbﬂﬁ
g Volume 22 Number 7

February-March 1983

'y B BB e
i B AF w:i_- ¥ hﬁ BY & ivin

SPELEDINGICAI o

D a 35, THIE afann

UM SSITY e - B
Ry iy
Contents
e ETR

Page
117 Editorial Paul Greenfield
118 Secretarial Ian Hann
119 The Day We Got Paid for Acting Guy McKanna
120 Trip Report -- hustralia Day Weekend Mark Hunter
121 Yet Another Sea Cave Guy HcKanna
121 Some Sandztone Stalagtites Guy HcKanna
123 Trip Report -- Arethusa Canvon John Kave
124 Trip Report -~ Jenolan, November 20-21 1982 Grant Elliott
125 Trip Report -- Spring Creek Canvon Feb 5 1983 Hike Lake
126 Trip Report -- Claustral Canvon Feb 13 1983 Kristin Young
127 Exam Question, Real Property 1982
128 1982 Sports Union Dinner Report Guy HcKanna
129 Trip Report -- Bungonia June 1981 Anne Gray
130 ASF Conference Report and Field Trips Guy HcKanna
135 Future Events
135 Contents

SUsSS Bull 22(7):136



