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THE SUSS GUIEZ TO CLVING

This issue is intended e3 a guide to caving undzrtaken by the
Sydney University Spelecgical Society, Moctly this is in N.S.W. which
iz convenient for students in tha club, hovever there are freguent
trips to such places ez the Hullakor and Tasmania for more active mem-
bers, Indeed this Dulletin also prcovides a tantalising glimpse at
international areaz that ers currcntly attracting interest from some
members of SUSS, Future trips the club is planming ere listed in the
back of this (and every) Bullstin, Romember that permits are needed
for most areas, end thet these are conly issued to recognized clubs,
Contact the Secrctary, President or & Trip Leader if thers are no
trips listed to your favourite arec| - . ;

SUSS trips eré normally edvertised in the monthly bulletin and at
the. monthly meetings, All you have to do is contact the trip leader
and get your name on the list, It is bast to get in early as numbers
are normally restricted and some erees are vary popular, Rememhap that
our meetings are (usvally’ held in the Common Poom in the Holme "Buil=-
ding (neoxt to the f{oct bridge on Parramatta Road) on the first Thurs-
day each month at ebout 7-30pm (akout weans don’t ke too surprised if
no ons else turns un until 8pm!d, ,

Camping and Caving Paraphenalis

The cavers” uniform is a helmet, workhoots end overalls, usually
worn over a T-shirt and shorts with a jumper in cold or wet caves, If
you don’t have overalls and boots then old jeans, a jumper and
sandshoes will suffice, but don’t expsct to vear them again in civil-
ized places bacause caves have shurp rocks as well as mud. Expensive
bushwalking boots are aleo meltroated in caves, Gardening gloves are

used for abseiling and some cavers wear them all the time as protec-
tion against rough rock,

Guides at the tourict caves turn out the lights so tourists can
"see" absolute darliness - well, so thet the caver doesn’t see absolute
darkness he/she/it neads to curry a s'rong, long lasting light, The
most popular light eource is a lead-acid hettery belted to the waist,
with a cord to a lamp tha: fits on the helmet, A fully cherged battery
can last up to 12 hours on high h2am or 15 hours on low beam. The car—
bide lamp ie a common, chesper eltarnztive, but pollutes the atmos-
phere, If you do nct wish to commit yoursslf to thie outlay to begin
with, then the bes® light is & strong tooch, euch es a Dolphin,with a
strong strep - the flimasy plastic on2 ettazhed to the torch by yiel-
ding metal clips are not relieblz. Regulatione also require two emer—

gency lights, such a3 ¢ emzll torch end o candle and matches, to be
carried,
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Caves have a bad hebit of locating tharselves in places with cold
nights, =0 teke warm clothas ond en oilskin cr perka for rain., You
alsoc won’'t feel like wecring wet caving clothes and shoez around camp
or into a cafe on the way heme, 3o take speres,

The most important iters cf camping gzar cre slesping bag and
toilet peper., Other ecssenticlz .re billies, plates, cutlery, mug,
matches, first eid kit and moroy o0 travelling exzenscs, Feod, a tent
and groundsheet are often shared, In scn erces wvater containers are:
necessary &s-there ig no handy tatcr supply. Since cars are usually
parked at the cemp, luxuricc cre net forbidden: en airbed or
sleeping-mat is esmecially useftl in cold veather; can opener, bil-
lyholder, jaffle-iron; soap cnd tcuel add some comfort; end a musical
{nstrument or carsz-a is very civilicad: Lut a camping cheir is just
plain decadent.

‘Trips are orcenicsd at menthly meetings (urless otherwise stated
this is the lst Thvreday of czch morth in the Common Rosm of the Holme
Building) and trip leadz'a orzanise the charing of transport and
tents, Car drivers chould take *the wuci:al precavticon for country
travelling, i.e, check tvres, includc jaci, speve tyre, tools etc,,
since most caves 'are away from civilicaticn and scrmetimes on bad
roads,

There are aluvays logquacic o mei’sars of mestings crnly too willing
to advise you on gear, «n? at last iecort the elub hes a limited
amount of cear for new membera’ uz2.

Tathy Handel
Eea Covos

Sydney’s cosctline cintains masy 2ue caves, rerging in size from
the large St Mizhnals 3ea Cove ci Rvelsn, to cevas which are very
small, Of course mzn' 32c caves are kalow the level cf the sea,

Sea cavesare formed by ercoion of the cliff face, usually at a
weak point such es en ignaous dyke or a feult, The chemical action of
the sea water, combinad with the exutenma hydvolie force of the breaking
waves end - the abrasive action of the rocl: particlec carried by the
waves, soon (geologically spesiing) enlarge these week points and a
cave is formed;

The size and shape o° thn gea cove is controlled by the nature of
the week poin~ (ie the size of the dyke), the typ2 of rock, and the
nature of the bedding, '

The sea ceve that in the subjict of the frechers field day is. St
Michaels Cave. Thais cave was formed whon the s2a level wes some 10m
higher than itis nou, erd the ceve £ollous a dvke ebout 0.75m wide - in
a westerly dirzchiion, if vou look v at the roof near the entrance
this dyke can be scen, At the krekx of the cave the size of the passage
correspords exactly wuwith the width of this dyke; however, mear the
entrance of this ceve tha pacance has hean wicdensd considerebly. This
was caused by the erosive action of ths coa, furthar enlargement has
occured: by the breckdewn of the voof, This hreokdoim caen be seen near
the entrance of the rcave end roazeals “he “wus fleor of the cave,
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The other set of caves that will bz visited is The Ovens, and
Platform Cave in pacticuler, Platfcrn Cave is developed along a fault
which can b2 s2en to extend all the vay un the cliff, Ewvidence of a
previous sa2a lesvel czn b2 secn insida whece there is a ‘Platform” on
either side of the cave.

Sga caving is on idepl spoxt for the summer, end exploration can
usually be ccmbined with & swim (intemtional or not), but beware — sea
caves cen be dangerouz, Be carnful not to got trapped in a cave by
the rising tide!

Pruce Velch

Althouth it is probobly babter known =8 a popular tourist area,
Jenolan conteinzs o lecgs nunbzr ©f egves thot ars only accessible to
members of a rocegnicsd caving club, SUSS has been largely responsible
for the majerity of erploration end manping work that has been done at
Jenolen, and two boolis, " The Erploratien ond Sp2leogeogrephy of Mam-
moth Cava" and " Tho Nocthorn Lincstorz" heve been produced by SUSS
members,

Jerolan is located ekout €0 X frem Vi Victoria: it generally
takes abcut 2-3 howrs to Cuive to  from Sydnzy. All caving trips
require a permit from the Dajortoant of Touriem, On such “official”
trips the usuall comping area is Vommeth Flat - here there is limited
water on tap!

The tourizt covas ab Jeislan are et thocentics of two separate
systemz, The lWorthsorn Svotzon, which is the wost extensive, contains a
numbar of large caves, Tho boot hnown of thoass is ilsmmoth cave which
is onz of the mect stremnus ard cuiting specting caves in the coun-
try. Spider Cave, vhich was dizcovorad by SUSS in 1975 has since been
found to contain roet of a lavnn river, sections of which can also be
seen both in Merooth Cave end in tha Imnmoriel Cave ( in the .tourist
system ), Thore ere numeccus cthar lsrge caves in the Northern limes-
tone, many cf which possozs nnzellent procpent for further extension.,
The Southern Limeston: oysten anvears to L2 lass extensive, though the
possibility of further discovesy ( and mayha evan the fabled Southern
Limestone Master Cave ) if overpresank,

Caving et Jonnlan beo sonething  for every enthusiest, several
separate urderground river systenms, nunerous sporty sections and
squeezes, ag vz2ll a3 esit of the bzst formetion anyvwhere in M.S.W.

Richérd lzokay,
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Bungonia

1 didn"t think anyone needed to be told the location of PBungonia
‘because everybody to whom I mention caving seems to answer - "I tried
that once -~-- at Bungonia". In case you haven't been there yet, turn
off the Hume Highway just south of Marulan, follow the aigns to
Bungonia and then the sign to Bungonia lookdown. The arsa has been
established and a ranger lives on site, Camping fees are $2 a day and
water, toilets and showers are available. S

The area is a limestone plateau between Bungonia Creek and the
Shoalhaven River. The caves are mostly vertical although several do
not require much gear, 154 "caves" are tagged in the area and the
descriptions and maps may be found in the Burgonia Caves book. About
20 of these caves are worth visiting, some baing well over 100m deep
and containing several pitches up to 50m deep. The caves are usually
dry however, they have the added problem of high levels of carbon
dioxide in their lower regionz. The symptoms of carbon dioxide
"poisoning” are obvious and it is easy to avoid problems. Major caves
Ainclude Odyssey, Argyle, Drum, Grille, Hogan’s Hole-Fosail, Acoustic
Pot, Hollands Hole, College and Putrid Pit.

:"Hany SUSS members scoff at Bungonia as an area, however, it has
several unigue adventages,

(1) There are several promising surface digs so you can legitimately
not have to go caving.

Q{EJ_ The scenery at Bungonia Lookdown and Adams Lockout is magnificent

s0o its good walking country, A walk out to Tolwong mines or
through the Gorge is & day well spent.

(3) Finally, there are 3 excellent canyons at Bungonia, To traverse
canyons 1is like exploring a world class cave without the roof,

Lots of swimming and abseiling and then a pleasant stroll back up
several hundred metres to the cars,

Graeme Smith

Cliefden

Cliefden Caves are located 35km S.E. of Blayney, past Bathurst,
on the banks of the Belubula River, The limestone here was the first
discovered in N.S.W, and the caves were known in the“early 1800°a,
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Trips to Cliefden cre notoricusly luxurious, Cavers have the use
of a house with fridge, slectricity and a wewn fireplace in the win-
ter. Many an inspired trip has £loundsred within the realms of the
house! The ceves, k2ing in rivate pronarty, heve controlled access,
80 numbers are limited on thzso tripa, '

Cliefden Caves urdovhtedly hrwve gzome of the most magnificent
decorationa of any ceve in H.5.0', Cliafdsn llain, the major cave, con-
tains the Helictite Wall, wivalling the helictites in Orient Cave,
Jenolan, Most major caven ore gated cnd cortain numarous speleothems,

SUSS's major project ot Cliefden is the surveying of Taplow Maze.
Every trip discovers riow cavae, end of couree, this has to be surveyed!
This has b2en continuing for 4 or 5 yeere and a reasonable map is

developing. Volunteers to restert this moribund project would be wel-
come,

The immediate cres arcund then: caves is iccated in gently undu-
lating farm couniecy end in a conlogist’s poradise, Trilobite Hill has
had many trilobits foroils takon fosm it

So for a trip sway in the country for a quiet gentleperson’s
weekend, Cliefden is definitely racommendsd,

Randall King

e e T P
LbEzresoTuie Coxen

: Abercronbie Caves con iy <1 beotere reserve located 75
kilometres south of Deotboras oo 15 kilumztires south of the nearest
hotel at Trun%ey. C~xpdvg froilitios includa back=acuos, hot showers
and powsr points for carovaas (althoueh  cavera would never be so
decadent as to "coamn" in oush o Fonaes),

The Grand Rrch ot Ihorororbis surrsozes in size end beauty the
Arch at Jenolen thoush I am luath: to edmit it, Measuring 221 metres
long, about 50 matres wida, eni in placos, over 30 metres high, the
Grand Arch is cne of the greatest natural tunnels in the world.,

Within this Areh is the Mall of Terpsichore which includes an old dan-
cing stage from the gold rush davs,

There are arourd savonty five uridevelonad caves et hbercrombie:
Bushranger Cave wzs elleradly vaed cn a nids-away by the notorious Ben
Hall and Jack P, Pienl:vw,

SUSS tripa to Rbororochie ars ugually erranged in  collaboration
with MSS (Matropaliten Spzleclogical Socinty), Abercrombie iz a fine

_____ 28 a visit,

Mike Lake
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II°FER SHOALHAVEY KAMST REGION

The caving.region is loceted in the Deuva National Park some 30 km
south of Braidwood and consists of five distinct cave areas. With the
exception of Bendethra, all are reached by travelling south along the
Krawarree road which parallels the Shoalhaven River. Access to Ben-
dethra is something of a 4-whez] drive epic and not often visited by
the likes of SUSS., The main cave is relatively large (about 200m of
horizontal passage) while the remainder are mostly vertical - and
require tackle. Windlass Pit is 6lm deep.

Access to the other 4 aress involves crossing ‘the Shoalhaven,
Previously it was possible to cross at Emu Flat property to get to Big
Hole, Marble Arch end Cleatmore. The ford wes'quite deep and tales of
water washing over the bonnet were not uncommon, Recently the farmer
solved this problem by closing the road entirely, The walk from the

river to Big Hole takes about | hour, Cleatmore 2 hours and Marble
Arch 2 hours,

Big Hole, as the name implies, is a big hole and nothing more.
Located near the top of a hill this 110m deep hole is well worth a
visit. The hesically frec-hanging 90m pitch is tiring but not techni-
cally difficult (unless you have to pass a knot) and the view from the
bottom inspiring, This "cave" is nusually attempted by SRT enthusiasts
keen to practice their technigues,

Cleatmore (or is it Cheitmore) is further north and down in the
Deua wvalley. Theze caves are gensrally small and not worth more than
a casual visit, The largest cave (CH2) hes a 100 or so metres of
reasonable passage end is reported to contain & bat colony, A small
resurgence is active, even in times of extreme drought,

At one stage on its journey to the Deva, the water of the Reedy
Creek travels along a narrow band of marble and has formed a number of
caves in this area, including the large, walkthrough, Marble Arch,
This area is well worth the walk for the gorge and arch alone, It
also has two or three interesting caves worth poking into. The more
enthusiastic cen even get wet and muddy. Marble Arch Cave has four
main entrances and about 90m of passage (mostly large). Moodang Cave
has 4 entrances and about 140m of pessage, With the current drought
it can be negotiated for most of this distance although one is bourd
to get very wet. The resurgence (MA 4) ig located a few metres up the
wall of the gorge and iz cuite tight and wet < obviously worth doing.

Finally we have tha Wyanbene Cave area, Access is via a ford

across the Shoalhaven at Gundillion and a drive along 8 km of road to
the cave entrance, In wet weather the road and river crossing can be
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quite impassable to 2 whezl c¢rive vehicles and it is easier to camp at
the river and walk, Sovaral omall caves are reported to exist but
I've never found thsm., Wrenbane Cave hes ebout 1200m of passage and
is entered at the resurgince end, Tho cave is wabt by HSW  standards
and trips into the cave can exterd for severnl hours so dress accor-
dingly. It is basically korizoate) but thore ave a few short climbs
and ladder pitches, Th2 cava iz u2ll dzcorated end boasts a magnifi-
cent aven - "the Gunkarrel" - which risea 10%+ wmotres up into the
rocf, Several lerge chowbors exist and a wade or two through the
Diarrhoea Pits eventually lzeds to the tamminal sump aptly named Frus-
tration Lake. This cave s bocot conridered a ceve for people who know
they like caving erd mot ons for those vho like to keep their feet
dry.

Graeme.Smith

Conlew:n Plain

« Conlamziy tende £a ko A “noce Dzlation” to noarby Yarrengobilly,
particularly since hoth vz in tho Keosciucko Metional Peark, and the
same access conditions arply. It is, however, a distinct and umique
area in its own right. Coolemzn PFlain is caly sbout 50 km from Can-
berra as the crow flies; ebcut 100 km by the shortest route (the rough
Brindabella Road (dirt) ard a steen fouwr-wheal-drive track), or about
200 km from Canberra Ly sealed preed, with obout 30 Im of dirt and a
slightly easier trachk, In other words, it is guite remctal

The area is deminated by the Bluz Haterholes, a huge rising from
which a river flouwa throush gpzctaculer gorges to join the Goodradig-
bee, Downstreem iz the much-visited Darber cavo, a through-trip tri-
butary to the main streem. U the dry wclloy above the Waterholes are
the Cooleman - Right Cocleman systam and liurcay Cave, both dry and
much trogged, These are the lergest and Pra~known caves at Cooleman,
but these are not vhat give the Plain its spacial attraction.

Above all, Cooleman is a rogion of active streem ceves. Barber
is one such, but the strozn is erall,  Tho ently-narmsd Wet Cave, above
Murray, is more tyoical - a larg., very wot streom passage with even a
free-diveable sump. The Cloun, Truztration, Naw-Year, Zed Cave system
is even more choice -~ tight, sherp pescages ofton half full of water
and seeming ten tLimos their real length, Any Yorkshireman would be
instantly reminded of tharfedale.

Becauze of its distance £on Sydnov ivirs to Cooleman tend to be
long weekend affairs (thocugh not alwvays on official holiday week-
ends!). There is a leny traditicn of Zestor Coslomon trips, always
worth attending,

Guy Coxn

2
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Yarrangobilly: An Introduction

Yarrangobilly (Yagby, for short) is located in the Kosciusko
National Park about 70 kilometres south of Tumut and it provides a
stimulating venue fer extended caving trips, particularly during the
vacations, since there is an opportunity to undertake worthwhile pro-
jects with cavers of meny societies.

The Yarrangobilly outcrop is a nerrow band of Silurien limestone
running approximately north-south for a distance of some 13km. and
varying from 0.5 to 2 km, in width, Like Jenolan this limestone has a
steep dip, although here it is to the west, Rising teo the east of the

‘limestone, the Yarrangobilly River crosses the outcrop near its north-
ern boundary and tnen turns southwards giving this area a 200m plus
gorge. All the caves here, bar a few small relics, are located to the

east of this gorge and the main caves are found on the plateau or down
the limestone cliffs,

Younger granites and porphory completelv surround the limestone
and gives rise to many westwardly Fflowing steams that, on striking the
limestone, form large blind valleys and dolinzs that mark the begin-
ning of each cave system, The water evertually resurges into the Yar-
rangobilly River in a fairly complex hydrological pattern but is basi-
cally a series of- lateral cave systems, with an ebundance of water and
sumps.

Yarrangobilly has an abundance of well decorated caves, &mong
them are the tourist caves which have very dense and delicate forma-
tion of a high standard, Eagles Nest is the mein undeveloped cave,
being the deepest (174m) and the seventh iorgest on the Australian
mainland, This system has three parts: Fast (¥2) and West Eagles Nest
(Y1) and the Eyrie (¥3}. It contains huge caverne, rockpiles and deep
stream canyons and has gocd formation, This system is an excellent
example of stream piracy in which the creek has moved progressively
eastwards, There is, however, little possibility any significant depth
_increase as the level of Deepest Dig is estimated to he approximately

that of its resurgence, Hollin Cave (Y46),

About lkm north of Eagles Nest are the Deep Creeks (East, West
and North), Each of these is fed by a separate creek and has an active
stream with plenty of crisp mountain water. Of these East D.C. is the
most substantial being the third deepest cave (139m) on the mainland.
The main entrance, Y5, has a rockpile chamber giving way to an active
streambed crawl and huge roof pendents with deep scallops on the

walls, Further in, on a higher level there is more formation in the
"Donkey Tail Room’. :

. To the north, the next main system is Coppermine (Y12), which is
the resurgence of Y8, Y9, YI0 and Y45. Coppermine Cave is at river

level and one has to wade thrcugh the stream passage before the
decorated parts are reached,
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SUSS has h2d a long history of euploration here gterting in March
1950 but now most work is done within the Varengobilly Research Group,
This was fcrmed to stimulote cnd co-ordinate svaleological ‘work in
thias area and comrises mainly cavers from Canberra and Sydney,
Although most of thz work on the documantation of Lhe caves has been
completed there is still a need for mongower cn joint trips to help
with hydrological, geclegicel and biolegical rescarch ba2ing undertaken
by the YRG. MNo epzcial caparticss is roquired on such trips and they
provide en epportunity to hrooden maes lmowledoe of the many aspacts
of speleoleogy as well @3 szeing a vory cttrective area in comfort (the
YHG has the vse of Cotieriil’s Cottags for comping),

Like all NPUS eontrolled cmzas, a parmit ic roguired for entry
and the caves are gated, Sirce SUS0 doos not currently have its own
project there, tripzs ers veually corducted in conjuncticn  with other
societies so that it io Dast to wateh ou for theosa trips end to let
interest ba known &0 thel neve trirs will bo crgenicad,

=

Pater Winglee

Ermedition Sovirs

- el A e o

Drizzling rain eszce, ths rhonmy womnth of +he tropics seeps
through the undirgrawth, 1o sirain with laden pachs to lift our feet
from the mud that sucha et eash foststen, bp ahsad, a New Guinea
native, bush knifs in band, cowortly ciiczs the vines and bemboo, Uri
Pogoba squsals excitelly end we move foresrd Lo whave ho stands at the

edge of a dazp sheft, Instonbtly tha maod chansos a3 packs are taken
off, throwing recka seuchi | end poeple clanbar sround the rim of  the
hole for a battor luvlk, i rocit io drepzod ... one L., two ... three

seconds bafcre & thud de poard, That's 150 fret drcp, the same size
as the deepsst undergrourd piteh hock hema in N3H, Quickly a rope is
produced end tied off in & trez - thore's no leck of anchor points
around here, - Fs ths caver deazends into the musk tho onlookers wait
for the answcr, Doea it 907 Cr 1o this just  enother shaft blocked
with debris? -

Expedition cevipg in widoriiedly the ract orciting end unpredic-
table aspaet of ermslealeay. Por thozs of vs wha live in Sydney the
potential for rew @icrovnrias cn kevs teiritary is rather limited,
There are cartainly oo oe2d  discovarics  to k2 made at Jenolan,
Bungonia, Varangobilly ond the othir wall-vieited areas, but such
discoveriss ere hawd wmn, ond nod likaly to naho eny irpact on the
world caving scene, To rotinfy thy fundacentnl voge, present in moat
cavera, to go vhare no other how gena bzlorn, Lo daszend pitches of
uncertain depth or to gain an videroround rivar that  flows into the
unknown, he or £ha rust taks nast in en cgpedition to distant parts,



Scme of tha first expeditions undertaken by SUSS marhars were to
the NHullerbor Plain in the coarly "60s, Aerial photegranhs were used
to spot entrances end os a result many new caves were found in tho
flat, alnost featurelens, desert. This included Mullamullang which,
at 6 milss was the longest cave in Rustralia at that time, There is
still rvotential for firding long caves on the Nullerbor, espacielly
for ceve divers, who recontly made the world’s longest undercround
‘dive of over a kilomstre in a water-filled posasge thot is still
going.,

Int>rest in Tesmanien Caves hos always bzen strorg, end  althiough
it iz ok nzcczoery to mount a recl expedition to go thzwe, I-rantion
it hore bogauna of ds renatenszs from Svdnov,  Variovn  i=dividusls
from . SU3T have meda contribubions to exploration in Teemonia, end tha
emallaoct ntete now boests the lonvest, despost and wettoot covren in
Mestralia, '

iha Scuth Isle=d of How Zealand ic the lend of the no-called
mini-gpeditien,  Thare are thres arcas of snozial interczt: Tzkoka
Hill, ¥t Lrthur and Bt Cuen, Over the vears those cress hava vield=d
some of the world’s createct sportivg caves, L Tekeke Hill there ia
Farwocd’s Hole, with its 180n entrance pitch follauad by a  kilomstre
of strocmizy to the Sterlight Cove exit, which much renk &5 ore nf tha
best of el) threugh trips. Moarby is Greenlinlt C-wve, cwhich haz 16
pitencs, wmeotly in weterfalls, down to tha firs: rumo ot o danth of
27Cx, koyord which enploration is still continuing, AL IS Owen and ¥
Arthur miny of th? coves ere in the alpine heath ahove ths treelirs,
The ron2, teskle, fmod and camping equipment must ell he cassic? in,
and geod orcenizetion is et a premiun. Forturately cavorn have usuclly
Laan renordcd for their offerts and most mini-expaditions ke ocne or
two majer finds, A L Owen trip in 1977 fourd and ernlered 14 new
caves in e poriod of ten doys., One of them was  700ft dasn, ansthar
was 650ft, and anything undor 1008t wos considered too insignificent
to be called 2 cave,

RC Y RrGwr grplanstion has trediticnally talion pleza  in high
‘altituds erean, which in not awrpcising co varticel cavems are con-
tinually searching for the ‘duecsst cave’. Thic hes prodused ceves
Iike Gorgmoeth and - Bleckbird, hoth in the ordor of 3304 dz2ep. More
recently somn troco with invertad thin“ing have she-tad aploving at
the feot of Mt hrthur, Exrloring caves from thoe bolian and end clim-
bing w» iraide thom hos hecons all the vogua, In Jemuary 1961 Hottle~
bed, which hord been explored from the bettom ua during severnl cnpedi-
tiona over the last coupls of vears, bhasame the deswnst cove in New

L
Zealerd,
As clirlars hava eenired to oo to the Himalayes, Auzirelicn

ceveras have erzrired to co oa expeditions to PeovaNon Cuirea, which
may w211 contoin the deencat ceve on Farth, Most hugtonlicon efforts
heve eantred en tha tuller Pence in the Southern Hiohlanda, Pour full
‘8cala exdaditiona have gone intn this erca, Caving in MNow  Guinsa
requiras, az wall es caving skills, the ability to carry.a hoavy nazhk
all cay, thrcugh wet end muddy cenditions, end to rovein choa=ful
about it,
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Why do we keep goiny bacl: to Hew Guinea? It is because there are
vast amounts of limestone still unexplored, becausze New Guinea already
contains the deepsalb (Dibina) and lorgesst (Rtea Kanada) caves in the
Southern Hemisphere, bsceuze thera ave dolinss which gould swallow up
the whole Central Busins:es Diztrict of Sydney and ceve rivers with
volumes of water grezter thon anywhere elsa in the world, Much of the
exploration hes boon denz by Rustralisn and low Zealand Cavers, but
British, French and ESpanizh cavers have aleo found it unrthuhila to
trek halfway around tho globz for a couple of months’ ceving there,
The best account cof why we gd thore, and vwhot we have found, is in the
published roport of the 1978 Mustralesian expedition, Caves & Karst of
the Muller Rangs.

Malecolm Handel

Corive Snfevy

Every caver i surely gcoiva vhoab ra nmnect of caving deserves
more attention than that of undorgoound cafety, This is true for a
number of reasons, e.g. if caving ecccidents ore allowed to mount,
caving as a sport will docline in publie favcwe, ceving socleties will
dissolve, and thon thal vhot would ell wa weirdas do foc tongenial
company? Furtharnora, coreless caving is hed for the caves themselves
- blood spilled in csves ic unsighily end piics them slippery for
cavers to negotiatse, Fiqall,, arl purhaps moast worthy of note, cer—
tain caves are b constructed as to make rocovasry of eccident victims
virtually impo=aible, If euffiniont pnfoly precoutions ars not taken,
such caves will become pocked sclid with bodiss end will thus be ren-
dered impa.auhlﬁ for explosoes, It is thescforo in the caver’s own

interestas to pey hesd to the dictum~ cupeundel in this erticle,

First; we will conzider a fou pareonal rules Tar pareonal safety:

1. MNever co into a £lcocied cave.. You will ks uncble to keep
your carbide lams burning wundlar vaber and uill sucely bocome lost.

2. Maver enter o gaeve Curirng en ecrthous®e, Elecks of stone may
fall from the rcof and in doing co may tear your clothing, This may
cause you to cetch cold vhen you la2ave the cove

3. Always u-o a rop2 vhan you ebogil,  This point cannot be
stressed tco strongly,

4, Stay ewvey from caves thet e knoun to ba inhabited by cave
bears, dregons, snbre-toothed tigers, pterodactyls and bunyips, Some
scientists feel thoge enimale ray be donzssous,

S. Showing off in 2 cova is frounsd uvoon, i'o mettor how skilled
you may be welking en your hands on the Heiry Traverss in B4-5
(Bungonia), it is eutrewaly wneufe, The rock her» iz rowch and you
may scrapz your palps oot poinfulle,
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6. Be choosy about your caving companions, If you have just
stolen your mate’s girlfriend, or if your flatmate has taken to drop-
ping pellets in your coffee and standing beside your bed at night with
a meat cleaver in his hand, it is best not to take these persons into
a cave with you, Though they may appsar physically weak and puny,
they could be possessed of diabolical cleverness, Play safe!

7. Do not go caving if you are suffering from gangrene, a hroken
neck, bullet wounds, hydrophobia, small pox, fractured ribs or food
poisoning, Many situations arise underground that demend alertness
and top physical form.

8. Under no circumstances should you ever try to drive through a

cave in a car. If you run out of petrol there is no place to buy
more.

EXTRACT from "SPAR" 46, July 1975

Editorial

This Bulletin is the ususl Orientation Week issue. More
established members will be more than familiar by nov

with the annually recurring content. However, there has
been no new copy whatsoever to print, so no apologies will
be made for an uninteresting March Bulletin., At least, the
future events list should make it worthwhile.
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Judy Clarke, 10 Holden.st. Crping, 863 1275 (h)

Phillip Cole, 12 Ma2ldvun Zve, llirerndsa, 525 2496 {h}

Guy Cox, 180 Short Zt,, Daln~in, 218:18%5 (h): 692.3176 (w)
Ivan - Desailly, 10 Sezond.Ct,, Ashhwry, 799 7254 (h)

Grant Elliott, 2 Dehaen Crosmcent, Turden, 858 1194 (h).
Anne Gray, 392 Abercro-bis st., Chipmendale. 698 7242, (h)
Paul Greenfield, 02 iccauley 2., Stoncerce, 560 4952 (h)r 692 3524 (w),
Geoff Innes, 3/2% Emrvesc GL,, Busgltwillic 57 6422 (h)

Randall King, 89 Mowien SU,, Ircra. 519 5296 (h)

HikE:Laka; 31 Crspeont B., Caringboh 524 5229 C(h); 692 3145 (w)
Guy McKeanna, 48 Vincpod SL,, Yoma Vale, 997 3758 (h).

Richard KcNeall, £9.30ax%4nn P4, ¥illara, 45 1347 L(h)

ol

Kreiatdn Young;- & Levick Ju., Usooorrn, G0 6367 (hY
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CCHMMITTEE MEMBERS 1983

PRESIDENT Richard HcMeall, 49 Stanhope Rd, Killara,
46 1847 (h)

VICE PRESIDENT Guy McKanna, 48 Vineyard St., Mona Vale.
997 3758 (h),

SECRETARY Graeme Galloway, Psychology Department
; : - 692 3571 (w)

MINUTES Kristin Young, 8 Levick St., Cremorne,

SECRETARY 90 6867 (h)

EDITOR Paul Greenfield, 89 Macaulay Rd., Stanmore,
S60 4952 (h): 692 3524 (w),

LIBRARIAN Phillip Cole, 12 Meldrum Ave, Miranda.
525 2496 (h)

TREASURER Grant Ellicott, 2 Dobson Crescent, Dundas.
858 1194 C(h).

EQUIPMENT Judi Strickland, 10 Secord St., Ashbury,

OFFICER 799 7264 (h); 692 2947 (w).

ASF COUNCILLOR Kristin Young, & Levick St., Cremorne.

& SAFETY 90 6867 (h)

PUBLIC Rardall King, 89 Marian St,, Enmore,

RELATIONS 519 5296 (h)

* JIM SEABROOK MEMORTAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Peter Campbell, 6/45 Albert St, Strathfield,
764 1027 (h)

Guy Cox, 180 Short St,, Balmain,

818 1898 (h): 692 3176 (W)

Bruce Welch, 21 Thompson St,, Marrickville,
569 9928 (h): 660 2222 (w).

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Roy Winstanley, 5/68a Smith St,, Wollongong
Geoff Innes, 3/29 Empress St,, Hurstville
57 6422 (h)

Mike Lake, 31 Crescent Rd., Caringbah
524 5229 (h); 692 3145 (w)

REMOTE AND INACCESSIBLE PLACES SUBCOMMITTEE
‘Bryen Cleaver, Helen Turton, lan Mamn
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Future Events

ESEESmsEEEZEEE

February

EmmmE=EEEE

Tuesday 21st Committee Meeting, Madsen Tearoom, 7.30pm,
22nd-24th Orientation VYeelr. See our stall on the Front Lawn.

Sunday 26th Field Day at Avalon. BBQ at Richard McNeall's
afterwards. Sec separate sheet for details,

March

=====

Thursday 1st General Meeting., These are held tge first Thursday
of every month in the Common Room of the Holme
Building, at 7.30pm. Come along and find out
about new end old events, Everybody welcome.

3rd-4th Freghers' Trip, Bungonia. Everybody welcome.
Contact Mike Lake, €92 3145(w), 5245229 (h).

17th-18th Wyanbene. Contact Mike Lake, as above.

24th-25th Canyoning; Kaleng or Spring Creek.’ Everybody
welcome, Contact the very same Mike Lake,

April

EEEEE=E

7th=8th First Aid Course organised through St Joha's
Ambulance. Trip Leasders and intending Trip
Legders must have first aid certificates. Any
other interested people may also attend this
private class. GContact Kristin Young, 906867,

Sometime Jenolan, depending on when we can get a permit,

Contact Mike egain.

Thursday 5th  Annual General Meeting., Come along and vote for
new Committee Members. Common Room, Holme
Building, 7.30 pm. é

Easter Annual SUSS Ceslenan trip.

SUSS FIELD DAY - Sundsy 26th February.

Sea Caving ‘and Abseiling and Laddering Instruction. Bring your
swimmers. Meet in carpark opposite Avalon Fire Station at 10 am.
Those requiring transport, contact Mike Lake, 692 3145, 524 5229.
The actual location of the abseiling practice is on the cliff edge
near the eastern end of North Avalon Road, Avalon,.

Don®t forget the BBQ afterwarfs at Rlchard McNesll's place, 49

Stanhope Rd, Killara, 46 1847. :BYOG end-Meat and swimmers. All
Welcome,
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