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2
EDITORIAL

This issu e contains & number of pages devoted to
t he Austrolian Spelcological Federation, a body of
conside rable inter est to all. It will be noted also,that
the journal contains a list of references to Australian
Caves, published by overscas magazines ste,

all reports, and a num ber of articles, have bcen
severely edited, in accordan cc with past poliecy. The full
report s are held by the Records 0fficer, and m ay be borrowcd
from him if more detailed information is rcquired.

If any persons,with in, or without the Sociecty, hove
written, or have access to an y reports or artielés of
sub staon tially spelcological nature, the Editor will, at a1l
times, be more than willing to considsor them for publication
in this journal,

The Editor wishes to ack nowledge, with many thanks, the
continued help of iir. G.u.Hewan, Headm aster of Cranbrook
College, wh o has assisted by supplying = duplieactine machinc
once again. A lso to lirs. J,Cartwright (wcst Australion Cave
Group), for the typing of many of the stencils, without whosc
help the journal would still be embryonic. '

Laurie B ishop.
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SUSTRLL T 5rnloOLOGICLL WMubsRATION.

The Sustrolian Speleclogical foderation was formallywy
constituted at .,delaide on 28th Deccnber, 1956. Behind
that statement of fact lic several years of effort by
speleos all over fustralia, who fimly belicved that the
formation of a Federation would bencfit their Societies
individually and Justraliaon Speleology in general.

Sorigone lhins written somewhere thot "a religion
requirss not only a body of prilests who know what they arec
doing, but zlso a vody of worshippers who know whet is
being done'. e samc cpplies with the a.5..0. - it is
not enough that the c¢xceutive shiould know what it is
doing and will do; =menbers of 3USS are also mombers of
the 4L.5.1, and as such shiould know wihwat is being done
or what will be done.

In the following limited spacc I will set out in
brief note-1likce form some of the activitics, aimas and
assoclicoted benefits of the a.s... cre:-

1., Dircetly resoonsible for fomizl constitution of the
Sceieties in Victoria, Cooranbong,./... and ilewcastle
(formerly loose-lknit groups) with associated bencefits,

2. Gathers sustralian spcleos as at iAdclaide in 1956, and
in 1958 in Tasmania. Conscquently broadens coving
experience, provides unique opportunitics for
discussions, exchaonge of vicws and lmowledge, ote.

0. Matlonal body with assoeiated represcntative power.

4, Research co-ordination and inspiration with conscquent
advantacces.

5. #Will provide information centre of Australian spcleolosy,

6. Improve .ustraliasn spoleolosicel stondards, Yy exchange
of ldeas and ecritical corzients, ote.

7. Will fostor commion cxpeditions, c.pz. the wvors
successful ifullarbor and Lelly Hill expeditions in
early 1957.

The 1list of DLenefits frou the ...S.i" will increasc as
the Federation grows, Everyone hias a part to play in thie
growtl, cbhr .. ol Ll cic. irates speleological
actlvities within a particuler socictry, or whether these
actlvities are nation-wide. The Federotion will remain
rather nebulous for sonme while, but with a steady growth
over the passage of tine, its strength will inercose and its
eins ncar frultion. The ycear when the Federation rcaches
maturity will be a bountiful one for australian Spoledogy.

Brian J. O'Brien. President: ...5.#.



TRIPS.

It would bhe crroncous to assumc that the greater part of o
caving trip is spent undergrouad; in actual fact, o fair
sharce of the tine 1s spent supine on LILOs., Zach trip is
preceded by weeks/scconds of discussion and planning,
including daily seminars on the Botany Lawn wherc progroarmes
arg decided on and tlic possibilitics of tramsport are
reviewed.

Vehieles are cither borrowed, stolen, hired, or hitehncd.
If the vehicle 18 hired 1t invariahly hapncns that sorconc
with a place in it baclks out ot the last nimute. Thesu
people are trepanncd or garruttu( if accesible, cnd if not
are subsequently asked to lecad the next trip, since cxpericnco
has shown that trips cun be led by ronote control, altheush
it rst be added that renote is the operative word. Thosc
people find it convenicnt to mastoernind the trip from the
Botany Lawn, somecthing after the style of & non-playing
captaln, licenwhile a press gang is despatched to kidnap
people to fill the vacant places. Thesc unfortunates
generally recover thelr scnscs when about 2 mlle from their
destinztion, but sonctines shoelr treoatrient, such as
plunging into ice water, is required.

The trip runs cxactly to schedule until it is time to
depart froma Sydney. Then if the car 1s hired it 1s carricd
to Farramatta whilc the driver is lecarning how to work the
gears and then pushed to Fenrith while 1t is belng coaxced to
go. On arrival at dcstination thosc with super will- powcr
put up tents; the rest lic whore they fall, only to be
arouscd at 4a.a, by the gleoating of cnough crows to sink a
battlcship, 1In faet during the last trip news cane
througii of two droadnouzhts vhich had suceunibed to the
onslaughts of the erows., :hicn asked to cormient, iir. Crow
scid, "iw hell, theci'rc obsolete, and anyway, what ry bovs
do in their own timc is noane of vour jodlam busingss,!

In mony caves no equipnent otiicr than the caver's
personal gear is ncecssur;, btut in others roges and
1. J.r8 arc uscd, citlicr to ncke progroess casior or to
allow furthoer cxpler. tion. ica such cquicient is used
the old speleos scizoe the opportunit; of dcaonstrating
their prowess,

Meals on 2 trip arc unprodictable both 2s theilr noture ond
their number. Fcod to Lo tekan on 2 caving trip is vor:
rach a matter of choice. Sonie people oven take such thinzs
as dripping,macaroni and dricd vesctobles with then, whilc
others rely oan such ospartan farc as braandy, datcs and cheoso.
dhatever the food is it has been the writgrs expericenec that
sorie of 1t alwars returns uncaten to &fquw unlcss onc has
been Inprudent enough to offer it rcund Fronkfurts have
been found good as food s=vers because ﬂftur meals of thon
the very thought of thewm nakes you losc your appctite.



con t inued,

Incidentally,if the fresher who has been on a caving trio»
looks at his tengue in mirror,he is likely to find there
some new and interesting varieties of mould,previously
unknown to scienue,

No previous camping experience is required for a caving
trip.A knowledge of campfire songs is helpful thousgh not
essentlal,and the fresher is guaranteed to return to Sydney
knowing at least three such songs.i perusal of the Honi usoit
song book (if procurable) is advised.

The most unpleasant thing about caving trins 1s ....
Chris Court.
Alex Jones,
( The Edit or apologises for the incompleteness of the
above article,blit the authors have departed on another trip.)
cooo00000000

Casterct Cave at Jenolan.

The cave was discovered and first entered at East er 1956,
since thls date,several parties have visited the cave,and it
would appear that not all have been sufficiently careful in
preserving the cave.

The entrance to the cave is in the hillside downstrsam from
the Mammoth Cave,and a series ofdrops and slopes lead to the
main chambers,where formation is to be found,There are indic-
ations that further work might lead t o new discoveries.

The main floor of the chamber was covered with many
land snail shells,a number being completely calcitised.This
calcite exhibited after-glow when irradiated with ultra-violet
light. :

Dr. Hitchel of the australian liuseum has identified the
shells as being of two species:

l., Strongesta sp. a flat coiled carnivorous snail,

2.Meridolum depressum,a slightly taller shell,with a
slight ridge on the body whorl,

A splder and many webs were alsc observed.

Trip Date:4-5-56 to 6-5-56,

Leader: W.p=ck,.
Author: K.Renwick
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Hed EXToNoIONS OF THE SERPENTING CaVE (JulOL. ).

In decenber last year, o party of sSUSS menmbers led Dy John
Hinwood scaled the mud slope at the end of the solution tunncl
and by sc doing opcned up a previcusly unlkown cavern. Ther
also discovered 2o scluticon tunmncl lecding off this cavern and
similar in construction to tie tuninel which leads to the rmuad
slope. dowever, 1t is of ruch smaller dincnsions and lhas 2
crystal floor and somo ryysteric formation.

lnother passage was clgo found wilen terminated in a
cavern with a roof heisht of apuroxinately 65ft. sxcavations
and survey work in this cavern lilave shovm thet 1t can be jolnod
to the solution pessoze leading to the rud slope.

In a later trip, .lan licLcan climbed an off-shoot of the
mud slope and followed o passaze for sone distance to anothoer

avern. This cavern toerminates in a flow formatlion sonc
30ft in length, climbing to the roof at an ansle of 45 the
flow narrows at the top to 2 maall hole which opens cut onteo
the hillsilde,

iz yet, this extension has not been fully surveryed and
exploredi. There are two or threc promising off-shoots,

On this same trip, it was found that thore existod ancthicr
opening to the surfocece. 'This very snzall hole is at the top of
the mudslope. It was found to be about 250 f£t. distant frou

he entronce to the cave and 35Tt. cbove 1it.

The Serpentine is only a s:2ll cave compared with the
dWarmoth, but it is unusual in that it has three distinet watcer
lovels., There is the originel level which is now open to the
surface through the verw snall appeturcs discovered in the
roof of the highest portions of the cave. (This fact providos
conparison of the cave to Bushraizers Cave which is dircetlss
gbove it and has scveral openings te thwe surfuce large
cnough to cnter the ecove by.) The level contoins only dry
fonmatienﬁ.{n@ﬂin in comparison with Bushrangers which
exhibits only dead fomiction),

The next level, shown clecorly by the second and sualler
solution passage, has formiation wiiich is still being forued.

Lastly, there 1s ti.c prcscnt water level which is still
forming the cave by solution. In 2 wet scason the flcor of
the nain solution passage is a flowing strean, making the cave
inaccesable past the first squecze., dater also cnters the
cavo throush the roof in sceveral placcs. This wator
apparently originates from the hillside, and is nmostly
secpage. However, it nnkes 21l uud slopes 1In the cave
virtually inpassable.

sSurveys have showed that the ecave is in very close
proxinity to Bushrangers Cave and clso to a small cave which
opens out bencath a sink 80f't East of the nmost casterly
opening to the cave found on the hillside.

.lon P. Crook. (Dick).
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TATER-S0CLaTY HuLATIONS.

Although ther are only fourteen speleological societies
scattered throughout Australia,s number of these find conmon
caxing grounds,particularly in the larger cave systems of
N.3.W, - Jenclan,Yarrangobilly,.ee Jasper and the rest,

B ecause of this,a start should be made now on the promotion
of a code of ethics,which will govern the behaviour of one
Society towards another.

To cite an example which arose from a recent lncident -
one N.3.#. Society favours a system of indexing caves by
carving code numbers in the rock of the cave entrances.
Another Soclety disapproves of any numbering system whatever,
whereas another sSoclety again wants a modified system.Each of
these Socities has many active members who cave in common
areas,Yet the three groups have seemingly incompatible ideas,
which must never the less be discussed until a solution is
reached.

One might consider at first that inter-club arbitration
would be a matter for the newly formed Australian Speleclogileal
federation.B ut the [Pederation is as yet weak in stature,and
it will - be a wise policy for the A.5... to avoid petty
"political” wranglings at least for the present time.If
matters of controversy are extended until they concern a
large proportion of A.5.0. members,then the ederation must
act in a gulding,but not dictatorial,way.

There is another solution.It is,quite simply,the extension
of common courtesies by each Soclety to every other Society.
If a proposed course of action by one group "is likely to be
received unfavourably by outside groups,then this proposal
should be discussed,this discussion to be either personal or
by correspondence,an d to include all persons concerned.The
moving Society has nothing to lose - it remains autonomous,
and the decision will be still be made by it.And it may have
mach to gain - in new ideas,in possible co-operation,and so on.

The guiding motives in any concerted action by each and
every Soclety should be simply:

"To aid spelecological progress in sustralia.”

Brian J.0'Brien. President aA.o.F.
000000000000

Apologia pro Vita liea.

Caving is the art and sclence of visiting
limestone caves,
Trogging 1s a way of life.
A.Jones.,

ooooC000oo00
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OVERSEAS RAFERENCES to AUSTRALIaN CAVES.
Compilation by Lt.Trever chaw,R.i.

Australian caves have received a considerable ammount of
publicit y averseas,and this bibliography lists some of the
relevant publications,

Barker's CavejNature,X1X,1879,p.423.,
Big Cave, Har&eoartc H at spel.News,10,4,1952,p.5
Jenolan Cnvcs A,Tissondler: bull.uoc bpcluologie,l 1895,p.50
B, A.Martel La 5peleolagic auiX blecle,l1906,p.448.
tLa France Ignoree 11,p.4l.

N A’ N.Trite des Haux 8outerains,p.705

il :L'Bvolution sSouterraine,p.l29.
Koonalda;A,Lubke;L'Homme dans les profondeurs de la Terre,

Kelly's Caves Dp. Cit.p.278 (op.p.96
Margaret River Caves:i.A.Martel:La vpeleclogle au XX siecle,
1906, p.449.
M, Derribere:La Photographic Spelecloglague
pp.6,8.

Muogarra:M.Deriberc:La Fhotographle Speleologlque,p.22.
Nullarbor Caves:A.Lubke: Op.Cit . P.278,plate op.p.96.
Ookey Creekis.d.iartel:La Speleologlie au XX Siecle,1906,p,.449
Jombeyan:E. A.iartel:La Speleologie au XX Slecle,1906,p.448
Ebraﬁﬁrrie Cave; 4.Lubke: Op. Lit. Plate.
Glow worm caves of Tasmanle: Sci.Am.,73.p.332,23 Hov,1895
Taboo Caves of (Nullarbor rlalns,uoutEThustralia,Lhkuu
discovered;The Times,16 Jan.l936p.6
Caves of Nullarbor Plain: Haturc 137,25 Jan,1936,p. 143
Tindale,N .B .&liountford,C.P: ﬁasu1t¢ “of the Excavation of
Kongaratari Cave,near sccond Valley, South
ﬂustralia,ﬂdel&ldﬂ 1937, 4to.
Argus:the Jenolan Caves and The Blue uountuina'farrnmatta,
1898, 4to.,54p.
Reed,K.The Jenolan Cavesi;Empire Review,lMarch,1937,pp.176=8.
ﬂann,F C.T.:Through the Jenolan Caves of 1.5. de g Austrolicg
Westm,® 143, April, 1895, pp.42€~354,
Richter,J.E,;Fish River Caves near Sydney, Aust.
kKnowledge,6,(c.1895),p.384.
Fish River Caves,now Galled Jcnolun Cavesj;Knowledge, 6,
{c.lEBu],p 489,
Mitchell Library(syd.)On the Limcesténe Caves at +ellington
Valley,N .S5... Phil,liag.(3rd.Ser.)
1X 1893,p.445.

This abbreviation is at present unknown.The mag.is an
MAmerican publication,and the abbr.key will be found in
the Reader's Guide to Periodicel Lit. 1890-99.

ooao00000000
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WY LBEIE,

LOC..LITY.
Broldwood is the nearest town. Drive about 15 miles along
apteins Flat Keoad, then about 10 miles along the

Krawarree Road, at the top of a steep rise, is a farm
gate on the left-hand side of the road. Follow track to
shoalhaven Hiver past forn, and cross ford. .n8 there is e
bridge, the erossing can only be riade when the river is
low, and heovy rain rmst be watelied for., Follow very
rough tracl to Yatt's soarn, then head aceross poadioocks,
wateniing for boygs, towards a pronsinent limestone bluff.,

CoVus,
The exact number is uancertoin, but there are at least tuo
well known conecs. ‘Yhe maln syanbene Cave, ong e Ridae
iiine Pot.
dyambenc Cave: sSituated at hoad of nerrow clearing,
runiting Into the coniping arco. 4 soall streom leaves the
cave and disaoppecrs underground. The mein ontrance is o
ghort way up the hill-side, and is covurua Iyy an unlocked
iron grill, This cove was a formwer EGuPlBt" cave, and
haos o nuiber of stout lron ladders in position.

The cave hos a river near oentrance, oand to enter the
main cove, it is nccesszary to get into the water and to
duclz under 2 narrow arech, and go upstreom, This cave s
two sections: an uppor "dryY scetion, and the river
seetion, The river scetlon io the necst cextonsive, Boil
sections contoin nuicrous caverns with the usual
fornations.

POSLHILS,

Good transverse and lonzitudinal secticns of Crinoid stur
which are bust scen in the floor of the River scection.

LBTHALS .,

Hurierous bats-fSastcern Horshoo DBat, Rhlnophyllotis
regaphyllus., two speeies of splders-Cycloctoenus aorssinus
Urquhart (both malce ond fonale exo pldsi delicate
legged Theridion whiwosc specifiec acne could not boe
deterriined and the Opilionid Holonuncia cavernicola o
creature which as conspicuous roporigl apnenGoazcs.

RIDGs ulIYs POT. .ninmals recovered from this cave includud
two spocies of frogs-The Great Barrced River Frog-aixcphyos
frasclolaotus and a Hyle lesucurii. sSoats were also scgen in
this coave.

SURF..CE CONDITIONS,. Hatcr should be boiled as the shee
liver flook snail - Sinlinmnoca subagquatilis abounds

Date of Trip: 29.9.56 to 1.10.56.
authors: Barbara Dew and Harry FPoemblo.
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LATTER _TO THs #uITOR

T S

iy Editorship of this journal exteals into the di» and
murky past of the Lydney University Speleological Socicty,
hereinafter called 5.U.u.o.

It is with regrct thet I refrained from continuing in
the position, but now that I am in the hapnvy position of being
a mere contributor, I can write a Letter to the Lditor - and
everyone knows what fun it is to write o Letter to the hditor.

I protest most vechemently against vour editorial policy.

I refer not to your writing & few lines yvourself, nor to vour
uctting of other Contributor's articles, but to this: that
you have not ineluded in this journal an article, map, poom,
droawing or report by every literate membor of 5.U.c.o. In my

rcign (I choose the word carefully) as aiditor, I was almost
overwhelmed by the flood of contributions arriving from mony
and varied sources., A lmost c¢very morning I would be wakcned
from my slumbers by vager spcleos flourishing monuscripts
a nd shricking extracts from Castoret or .leroclitus.

Ye t this is o thin e¢dition of the Journal,
Sir, disgorge those articlcs!
Eu da DVB:
(¥ro Bono Fublico)

000000000000

LINKING Of BA oTERN & wooTURN UaGLbs HisT CAVES Ya REAVGOBILLY

Recent digging work by Hugh iivers (C.5.5.) has cstablished
tho connection betweon these two cave systoms, cnd the ¢ omplote
system has now been traversed by & party from S.U.s.S5.

(Zaster 1957), In order to apnrce iacte the importance of this
work, one rust understand that an act of creck piracv has
occurred, and that the creek which once flowed into the
iesturn Lagles Nest (#.E.¥,} sink, now runs only as far as the
Eastern Zagles iiest (E.5.M .).

It will be appr ecicted that linking two cove systems of
widely differing age, is o major step forward in our know-
ledge of cave development. The younger L.h.il. has made use of
2 previously cxisting underground draoinacge system, o nd has
reached this by wav of an entirely now set of solution
passages,

The differing formation patterns in the two caves will
probably be rewarding subjec t of investization, In the «.H.i.
virtually all the formation is restricted to the uppermost
chombers - while in the L. 4.li., the greatest sroportion is to
be found at a level slightly below thc lowest passage of the

W.h.H.



The abrupt cesssation of éépoaltion below the Tyrie
section of the w#.8.¥,, and the sudden onsct in the crystal
corridors of the &.in.N., mast certainly be investigated as it
is water from the w#.i.4,, which apparcntly contributes
towards the calcite deposits of the crystal corridors, and wvet
the lower passages of the ..#,1., are virtuslly bare of
formation.

Owing to the drought, both the Liast Depp Creck and
iiagle's Mest Cave systems werc unusually dry, although ncither
creek had completely ceased to flow. A more recent report
(ifay 1957) indicates that the caves are oncc arain in their
normal wet state.

A. Hunt.
cooo(U00oo00

NULLA REOR PLAIFS EXFEDITICH - Jan, 1957

Following the inaugural mecting of the Australian
Speleoclogleal federation a portv of about sixty trogs, drawn
from almost all the societies in Australia, left adelaide {or
the Wullarber Plain.

This & rticle iz not intended to compete with the official
report of the expedition, but records some of the lighter
inecidents of the trip.

The first crisis arose, when it was rcealised that it would
be necessary to fit 17 persons, with 211 their personal geor
or two or three wocks travel, into 42 squarc fect in the rear
of the truck. This was sorted out gradually cduring the next
three waelts, although, from closc association with the kerosene
several persons now wear permancnt advertiscements for sShell,
though in 2 rather obscure position.

Although the number of known caves on the Hullarbor is
now over 140, they are sprcad over a vast area - cbout 3¢,000
squa re miles - so thecir concentration is not greot. bLefore
leaving Adclaide, we hod bewn told, in o joking manncr, thaot
one only had to walk for enough in a2 straight line to discover
2 hitherto unlmown cave. Onc nember, our Doubting Thomas, to
test this, walked twulve miles, one aftcrnoon, over a featurc-
less landscape, but duly fell into two new caves ond roturacd
triumphant.

Zvenings (lasting till two or three A.il.) provided
opportunities for making test runs of the Diprotoden flacsh
gear, This also had i1ts lighter momonts, as whon one Patcr.
who hac been sleeping soundly, woke beside a brilliant flane
about five feot long. Thinking himsclf in He¢ll, he toolk off
like a rocket across the nurrawijinee sinkhole, still in his
sleeping bag and startled out of his wits.

At White vells cave, was scen he unforgcetable sisht of two



Iz
frogs reading on anemometer in the centre of thoe sinkhole,
using a high power torch and¢ binoculars - thls =2y scom
tedlous, but you just trv rezding an instrument in the
centre of a drop 15fcet wide and 25 fect deep.
e

By the time the expedi tion reached Eucla, there was
exhlbited a true demoeracy of colour, the truck leaders being
&8 dirty as the rcest, however, a2 good scrub in the aarf
worked wonders, degpite the cvening breeze blowing strzight
Trom the Pole. <Yhere was, of course, somc difficulty loter
when truck mates failed to recognisc each other,

The true slze of the caves in the western side of the
Pal in is indicated by Tim's marathon run in the Abbrakurrie
.cave. Tim "filled in' th¢ walls of the cove with a pressure
lamp after a four ounce charge of magnesium hac bean fired
from the Deprotodon. This didn't do the photographs much
good, but it certainly emphasises the cave dimcnsions, as he
ran about 330 yards, without going out of thu picture.

Life on the Mullarbor wios plcasant, execept perhaps for
the ever-present wind, which blew all day, cvery day, ond
wnlch filled our food, clothes, noses and thro:ts with the
dust that was scon stirrcd up oround the comp sites.

A t the Catacombs we finally po rted from our bread
(perhaps it would be more accurate to sov it ron awav), at
any rate, whct is left of a 2§ week 0ld loaf after an inch
has been eut off 2ll round to remove the moulds, is only
just worth cating.

It was at the Catacombs that we shorcd o cave with o
dingo. we were sheltering from the wenther - o temperchre of
1149 and no shode outside, and 62,59 and 2 howling draught
inside. The dngo wasn't sheltering - he was rathoer dend,

Jimmy's cave provided a cheonge, in that it was inhobited
by two rather lively tige r snakss. This provided rather a
cloae shave for one member, but we ended un in undisputed
rossession of the cave.

Finally, congratulations to the wearers of the four
dullarbor-grown beards who continue to defy custom ond
curiosity.

A. II unt.

cooolU000000
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TH.: BOGY MAN.

i8ide from consicderations of why nen lecave brigat
sunny bushland to dsscend Inte the dorkness of a cave, and
aside, too, from all considerations of the discoverics
awaiting the cuve-cxplorer, onc of the most intriguing
facets of caving 1ls the psvehological cffeet of the cave
environment.

It 18 geonerally accepted that the black unknown of
caves led primitive men to inhabat the cdarkmess with their
Imaginings of the s:irit world. The farcus cave paintings
and sculptures in the Pyrcnees are stated te have played
soric part in the supranatural world of Stone ige ian.

This forms a fascinating study in itself, but I anm here
rore concerncd with the effects of cave cnvironment on us -
the modern cave explorers.,

In fmstralia, the transition from surfacc to cave 1s
usually one of grecat contrast. The caver leaves the light
and warmth of the surfacc, where his lonmp is only an
insignificant flicker before the sun, and is alrost
irmediately immcrscd in the darkness and quiet of the cave,
whore his lamp is - now the all-inportant source of li-zht,
without which he will be rendered olnost powerless. Sconebtincs
he will become keyed up to a physical tension by the necd
for some intensce physical cffort, but in seneral he becones
immerscd (the only word api:licable) in the calnm of the cave.

If he is with matcs, the lights of his componions and
thelr voices become sources of intensc intorest, nore
individual than in the world above, anc morce indicative of
the sources of 1life¢ whieh give thoen existence., .nd this
points up the prevalling atmosphere of the cave. HRegoardless
of our knowlecdge otherwisc, a eave secems a barren sterilc
tortb, where we eclone intrude to bring the 1life and 1light
which the forbidding, half-secn walls would bloek out for
reny of our lifetines.

There are fomed ztorics of explorurs in the wilderness
in the .ntarctie, on high riountains - who felt in their
¢ndcavours another "prescnce”, o purson whio endurced what
they endurced, and Aid what they did, yet who sceomed just out
of tangible contact. The last man in an cxploring party
lecaving a blg cave may have the same fecling - ncar hin,
perhaps behind that boulder he just ¢limbed, 1s somethinz
half-ftiendly, yet so unknown that he has no wish to be
left with it”, 1In his weariness and incohecrent thinking
af'ter prolonged effort, the last nian tends to yress close
to his mates ~ behind him, sonewherc in the black silence,
is something which will swoop on him if he is left alonec.
He's not afralc of the dark - that's only for children who
believe in the Bogy lan - and yot ...
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continued.

Several years ase I was, for ny pains, lost and alone
for three days in a big unexplored Yarrangobilly cave. For
all but a few hours I had no light or food, and the only
practical things to do were to shiver (it was 4D¢Fj anc
crawl aroung trying to find uy way ocut. Over this werioad,
as I becanme progressively morc tired ny mind slowed its
working, the Bogv jian himself and legions of his companions
capered just bevond the range of my hearing and my touch
(effectively the only two scnses I could usel.

The Bogy iion was not there all the tinme - he left
when I thoupht deeplv, recited poetry or sang sonzs to
myself; but if I should breck the stillness of the cave
with a sound - be it the 1ilt of my veice in song, tho
glorics of romantic poetry or the cadences of Eliot and
the moderns, or c¢ven nonsensc verses - he would swoop to
the sound and press closc about me. Hy voice would hold
hin off, but vhen it stopped, leaving the absolutc deathly
stillness of the cave, he would pein courasmc 2s I lost it.
In ¢l1 the stillness, he made no sound, ond all I could hear
was the whisper of my breoth and the sound of my heart
beating., (Three favs of silonee in the cave enabled e to
digprove the corrionlv-held tieorr that a heart zocs
"pilt-o-pat". Instead, it goes “wiwoshp, whooshp').

The Bogy iian doss nct like sound or laughter, nor i
singing (please, no ILditorial comrient! Y*.. nor the flarc
from ry remeining matelies, but give hin silence ond the darlk,
and he 1is in his clenent.

uhy is this? «hy is the darkness, unlmowm in its
dorkness, inhabited by Something? I hoave been told several
tines by cmies that the very aet of caving is the rosult of
2 Freudion urge. Yet why do we visualisc the woumb of the
carth as inhavited by Somecthing terrible? (Or cs Jant .. o
Door: would sav, “Something nosty). Purhaps the dark
Soitething is our imanined Other Self, that branch of
nmankind's dichotomy whiech can lead his nind and decds to the
silver of heaven or the sline of hell,

I don't know if this is sc. But I do know that
throuzgh the tensions of caving it is possible to nalre closc
acquaintance with one's other sclf, and to know intinatel-.r
one's sclf. Therein, porhaps, lics one of the nain
reasons for our caving.

Brion J. O!Bricn,

.. Hone neccssary ! &4,

oo000000o000
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YiobaBall LIfeosv0ls LARE...

The limestonc is limited to one large outcrop, luss
than one hundred foet aebove sca level. It rises straight
from the plain to 2 height of about 150 fect, and is
without sink lLoles. It is of the typce Casterct rofers to
as "Lepiaz'. It is covered with razor-sharp ridges and
excrescoences, making sliding extraemoly daongerous.

There are cny nunber of holes, many of those necar the
surmit being craoter-like in formatlion. One of these sconed
to descend for some distonce, but lack of equipment
precluded full exploration. The largest cave entercd hod
about 200 feet of passage, and was the abode of nany
hundreds of bats, which could be renoved from the walls for
closer exanination. Thoere were also a number of frogs,
although neither this, nor any other eave, conteined wator.
frogs were of nomaal colour, thousgh in complete doarknes,
L1l caves cxplored led downviards and werce blocked with bat
guano and/or decoeving vegetable matter of comparitively
uniforr thickness. This layer contained many brachypods
perfectly prescrved, cven to colour. The only formation
scen was o pleec of corplctely desiceated flowstonc.

Lecuss to nmany of the largoer caves, which are locatid
hirh up the hill, is renderced cextrenecly difficult and
hazardous because of the density of the vegctatlon and
rurgedness of the roele.

The extent of the limestone belt is determined by the
circunferance of the base of the hill: about 1% miles, the
distance belng incrcased by an attempt te avoeild many acros
of lantana ond a bull.

The area is not speleologically cncouracing.

Leadoer: ~leXx Jones,
Luathor: Chrla Court.

ooo0Q000c000
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The following records mav be consulted bv intending trip
lenders. lleferences indicate the journal in which part or all
of any report has apoveared.

Jenolan: 26 reports,

lteport
Mo. August I950 H.iairlie-Cunninghame (5.U.5.5.1,2)
irenchman's ,Flaying r#ields,Bottomless Pit Caves,

Jak Kelly (5.U.5.5.1,2)
Descent of Bottomless Fit.

October I950 E,slater (s5.U.3.8.1,2) ’
Possibilities of film on caving in tourist caves.

fugust I95I P.MacGregor (5.U.5.5.1,2)
Physical Characteristics of air in Jenolan Area.

May 1952 H.P=C, {S.U.S.b.I,E}
Central Level of Mammoth Cave,

March 1953 D.T.Burke,i.ctewart,B.ilurse (5.U.5.8.1,3)
nderwater Kesearch in Imperial Siphon and Mammoth,

April IQ'EJE' H oF-Gi {JI e :::I I :}}
Extension across the river in the Mammothe.

June I953 D.T.Burke,
Underwater expedition to the Imperial aiphon.

34 July 1953 Tattersal ¢ .ardrop (5.U.5.5.2,1)
Lakes in the (isammoth.

36 september I953 J.Bonwick (5.U.S5.S. 2, 1)
Discovery of Chevalier Ixtension of the Glass ¢ .

52 November 1953 Dik Dowden
' Alternative to Trickettis tunnel to link Orient
Cave with surface,

Hovember 1953 H. 'y -Ca
Use of scaling pole in Glass and Temple of Baal,

45 HMarch 1954 B.lason (5.U.5.5. 2, 2)
wWater tracing in HMammoth.

54 D.T,Burke (S.U.8.5., 3, 1)
Work done by 5.U.5.:. in 1953 and 1954: ineludes
Diggin's and discovery of verpentine. liammoth
Lower Level and Fire Cavern, Aladdin, Ffalse
Frenchman'ta; Orient and Baal extensions.
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April 1955 T.Faunce.
Discovery of Roe Hole extension and Foul Alr in Baal ext.

June 1955 A,Hunt
Discovery of Aladdin Extension.

December 1955 B.J.O0'Brien (S.U.S.8. 3, 1)
Walkie-TLhlkies in Caves.

April-lay 1956 T.Faunce
Discovery and Exploration of the Casteret,

Hay 1956 t.Renwiclk.
Gastropods in the Casteret.

June 1956 J.Hinwood.
Discovery and Exploration of the Foz Hole.

July 1956 W.Pecke
lHcKeown's Creek and Underground Hiver relationship.
Also Serpentine and ilammoth.

Systematic exploration of the River Cave.

September 1956 K.Renwick,
Brachiopods in the Chevalier Extension of the Glass.

October 1956  A.Crook.
Guiding a party offi scouts through Jenolan.

October 1956 iW.Pecl.
Further work in the River Cave.

Hovember 19586 W, Pecl.

Summary of work at Jenolan and possibilities of further
worlc.

Yarrangobilly,

March 1950 - January 1951 FP.lacGregor (5.U.3.5. 1,2

» =

Initial exploration of Eastern and sestern LEagles' Hest,

June 1952 H.¥.=C. (S Tidube 1y S5)
Examination of features of previous report.

June 1953 F.Stewart and B.J.O'Brien (5.U.5.5. 2, 1)
August 1953 ditto
December 1953 ditto

These three refer to mapping of the Bastern Zagles!' Nest,
exploration of the Deep Creek and Copper Hine Caves,
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December 1953 B.J.0'Brien (5.9.5.5.2, 1)
On being lost in Eastern veep Creek,.

August 19564 B.J.0'Brien and F.Stewart (5.U.S.5.2,1)

August 1955 F.Stewart (S5.U.5.5. 3,1)

Water tracing to find efflux of creek in Lagles' Hest.

October 1955 B.J.0'B. (5.U.d.s. 3,1)
Fluoresceln testing in Hastern Deep Creek.

January 1956 T. and J. &net (».U.5.5. 3, 1)
Discovery of Horthern .Jeep Creek.

Lbercrombie
October 1953 D.T.Burke (S5.U.s5.5. 2, 2)

Belubula and Cliefden.
iiarch 1954 Bob Chapman.

J.Hiscox 'and T.Anet (S0 580 2, k)
Description and map of Cliefden.

_ Bendithera.
Jek Kelly 5.U.8.0. 1; 2)

Canberra Speleological -ociety (5.U.5.5. 2, 2)

Blue Rock.
March 1956 T, Draper,

Borenore.

Tk K115 [olaiads I, @)

Bungonlg,
February 1949 Aalan Tapsell (5.U.S8.5. 2, 1)
Description of area and location of cave entrances.

ilay 1953 D.T.Burke (5.U.8.5. 1, 3)

"Effect of foul air on Speleocloglists,

October 1954 D,T,Burke (5.U.3.5. 2, 2)
Foul air in the Putrid Pit.

Colong.

J.Cummings.
Both refer to Colong Lower Level (-oof's Cavern)

Comboyne.
December 1954 Jak Kelly (s5.U.S8.58. 2, 1)

Ztrema Gorge,
1953 L,Bishop (S5.U.8.5. 2, 2)
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Michelago and London Bridge Caves,
a0 1954 Cooma Cave Club.

lMoore Creck.
f,Jeffries (S.UeB5e5. 1, 2}

Narrangullen.
29 April 19853 ', Stewart (5.U.S8.5. 2, 1)

National Parlk.
N.Friend ~ (5.U.5.5. 1, 2)

-

Hosebroolk.
57 March 1953 Cooma Cave Club [T 0 BT S, 1)

Rosedale.
J-}—-"-."-L-Smj-th {;‘J-Uol"—-"cl—ic .:'L_j :'5}

Tuglow.
Jak Kelly (B.U.8.5, 1, 2)

Wellington.
41 April 195% D,Havenstein et al. (5.U.5.5. 2, 1)

Full report on the area.

'4:'? i‘iﬂ.:lr 1954 B-JiGTB' {.':-"t- C‘.l- {I‘-}t-[]-i L'_i'u bv E, 2}
Jellington, Burran Burran and t'inch's caves.

Wombeyan.
7 June 1949  P.hacGregor (b.U.s.b. 2, 2)

37 November 1953 R.Wardrop (=.U.S.s. 2, 1)

‘meensland - Camooweal,

48 Mount Isa Speleoclogical Society  (8.U...8. 2, 2)

Victoria - Buchan.
50 January 1954 B.Dew (5.U.5.5. 2, 2)

Kangaroo Island - South Australia.
67 January 1956  T,.Kirkpatrick [BelaBade: B3y 1)

Tasmanla.
December 1949 L.Cohen Liena Caves G TN T L,E}

January 1952 P.lacGregor llole Creeck & Hastings
{Lr.U.l'_:-;l_rp 1, 2}

January 1955 H,P.-C. Liena and Hastings (5.U.5.5461,3)
H.F.-C. setas of Tasmanian Caves (3.U.S.5. 1, 3)

2800000000000 00asns
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Degember 1956

I ANE .
1. The Organisation shall be known as the Australian
Speleo logical Pederation.

AT,

2. The alm o £ the Pederation shsall be to further
speleology in all its aspects on a national level, to
g ather together Australian Sieleolog ists and formulate
national pollcies in furtherance of its aims.

LiBBERGI TR,

J. llembership shall be open to those Speleolog ical g rouus
sub scribing to this Constit ut ion. Foundation member-
ship shall b e granted solely on this b asis; f uture
applications for membership @4 all be accepted subjeet to
zfgrds mnajority vote of the member sccieties.

LBETTNGS .

4a, The committee of the Federation shall meet every wyear,

b. A4 full meeting of the Federation shall be held svery scvcond

year, t o which member socleties should send delegutes.
The number of Celegates shall b e optional. BRach Lienber

Society shaoll nominate a spokesman or a proxy to vote on its
b ehalf, such proxy to be accrcdited in a form acceptable to
the meeting. A4t each PFull liseting the Host Society for tho
following Full ifccting shall be elected, this Socicty to be
responsible to the ii ational Committce for the organisation

of the lecting and of any associated aectivities,
VOTINHG.
O. wach m ember Socicty shall have one vote,

GOVELNLLLGT Al OFPICH Bu.iluivs.

6a. The govermment of the federation shall be vested In thoe
cormlttee of the Federation whiech shzll consist of a2
spokesman of cach menber socicty, or proxy acceptable to
the committec., The committee shsll have power to
apuoint subcommittoes.

b. The exccutive shall consist of the following office
PRREETS A Frecsident
Eonorery LHeorutary
Honoreary Trceasurer
Honorary Librarien
whe shall be cleetud at caech Ffull Lectiasz.
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The exeecutive shall exist to carrv out the deecisions of
the Committec and the day to day businuess of the Fedor-
ation in accordunce with the poliey of the Cormittoc.

Members of the oxeecutive shall nobt as such have a vote ot
Committue hicetings but should attend.

The President or his nominee shall proside at 2ll
mectings,

JJOLU:d.

i

7

The quorum for zall mectings sholl be more thon one hnlf
of the¢ Committeo members.

8

£l

AW

The amount of annual subseriustion sholl be a pereentuge
of the total membership recclpts of cach membor soclicty
for thc previous financial year cnding before Docontber
3lst. each ycar., This shall include all rcccipts fron
all forms of membership ineluding, Associcte, prospeetive,
country ond any other lesscr ucmborship category.

The lovy will be bascd on o dotailed budget progromc
that wlll be submitted to the exccutive body by the 3lst
Hareh cach vear., It will be in £ he form of o formal
motion by the Troeasurcr to be deeided by veotins in the
norral manncr By the spokesman dclesate of caeh Soeicty
by the 30th. of ipril cach vcar,

should the motion be defuated, then a ucw budset is to Lo
prescnted within one month for o voting roturn at the end
of th¢ next month, and so on until a satisfactory budsct
ls accecpted.

The exccutive shall thoen, on the satliafcetory passing of
the budget be empowered to lzvy such money ond to frooly
expend such revenue for the detalled purposca nancd and
for the detailed amounts nomcd only,

Mny budget surfeit ot the cnd of the scecond wear of
office of the cxccutive shall be erudited to the noxt
ycar's budget acecount when approved. Therc shall be n o
budget defceit.

A full statcocment of acecounts shall be circulated to
mermber socictics by the cnd of every finaneizl vear,
which sholl toerminate on Deccmber 31st.

SPECIA L iETING,

9a. The time and place of cach annual Committeo Hectings

other than full nectings shall be decided ot the provious
full mecting.
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b. flso Cormittee licetings other than annual mectings shall
be convened by the cxceutive cither on their own
authority or on the rcceipt of such of 2 request signcd
by more than one quarter of the Committec Members,

INPPORITA TTION CENTRE,

10. A Central information burcau shall be cstablished and
malntained in charge of the Honorary Libraorian.

ALTARATION OF TILE COMoTITUTION.

11, Llteration of the Constitution shall be possible only
a t a full mecting of the Federation. H owever an
interim change of constitution maybe enacted at a
corr m ittee meeting but this must be ratified at o full
riceting. Notice of wmotion of alturation shall be given
not less than two nionths prior to such a mceting and
shall be circulariscd to all momber socictics not less
than one month prior to sueh mecting. The m otion shall
requlire the assent of a two thirds majority of moember
Soecicties to be carricd.

BXPULSION,

12. Should ony menber socicty vi olate the constitution of the
Fedcration or from any cousc be deemed undesirable, that
Soclety maybe expclled from thoe federation by the votce
of two thirds of thc memboers of the Cormittce at a
special meeting of the Cormiittec eclled for that purposc.
A Soclety so expelled shall have right of appeel to o full
nceting of the Federation.

B ¥ LAVS,

15. The annual meeting shall have the risht to formmlate
by=laws,

SIS BATDMENT.,

14, A motion for the disbanducent of the Federotion shall be
dealt with in the same wav os 2 rotion for the alteration
of the Constitution, execcpt that such a riotion sholl
require a nirety percent majority of B neber socictics
to be carried. In the event of such disbandncent, the
archives shall bc offurcd to the Natlonal Librory ot
Canberra, any remaining real property shall be disposcd
of cither by tendcr to member Socictics or at public
auctions and the resulting nonies, tozcther with the
liquid assets shall be divided in proportion anonz the
nenber Socicties of the Federation, detortined om the
basis of the last Socictv subscriptions te the Federation,

CoooQ000o000
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HelBaRS 0F THS AUSTRALIANW SPLLsOLOGICAL [MeiluwilaTION,

10,

Canberra Speleoclogical Soecicty
Post Office,

Box 35,

Canberrc ...C.T.

Cave Bxploration Group (Soutlh hLustraliz)
¢/- South fustraolion Luscun,

Horth Torraece,

AGelaide. Hdie

Cooranvong bpeleological Lssociation,
fmstralesion iiissionary Collesne,
Cooranbong. H.io.ow.

Cooma Cave Club,
¢/~ Ray Ferris,
26 Oranc Avenue,
Coona, HWoia ods

Hunter Valley Caving Club,
Fost Offiec,

Box 6,

Bast loitland., W.s. .

Jonolan Speleologicel Society,
¢/- Jenolon Gaves. H.5.:.

lit, Isn Spoeleological Goeicty,
11 TBln Strect,

ilinc 5ide,

iit. Isc. W,

Meweastle Teeliniezl aond University
Collepe Speleol..glcal Socicty,
¢/- The beerctary,

52 Uilfred Strect,

varataly W.5..4.

Oronge Speleologicol Sociotyr,
e/~ The Sceretory,

wolarol College,

OR.ITG . Warde i

sydney Speleoclosical Society,
Fost Officc,

Box 198,

Broadway. Mlasdatia
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continucd.

11, Sydney University Speleological Socicty,
Box 35,
The Union,
University of Sydney;
STGNney. Bolievla

12. Tasmanlan Cavornecring Club,
c/— Frank Brown,
15 Deviation,
Battery Point,
Hobart. Tas,

15, Victorian Caving Bxploration Soclety,
¢/~ 15 Riverside Road,
Ivanhocc. NIG,

14, dest sustrallan Coving Group,

¢/= 79 Reynold Road,
llount ¥Flcasant. 4 R e
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CORRESPOLDENCE,

It would be appreciated by the committee,
if all incoming correspondence were addressed to
the Presldent, Secretary, Treasurer, etec, at
Box 35, The Union, University of Sydney,
rather than to the individual holding the position.

oo0oQ000c000



Correspondence and contributions to be addressed to:
The Editor
e/0 The Sydney University Speleclogical Society
Box 35, The Union
University of Sydney

Walter Jagger, Printer, Eastwood. WLEZGTL



