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VOTE FECK! The day of judgement draws near for two
_men in Australia, and all eyes are upon them. One sits
in a corner, nervously chewing his finger nails, while
the other stands confidently to the fore,smiling and
woving to the cheering crowds. The latter as our
Fresident...:...
The outcome of the ASF elections at the end of
December will provevery interesting. =+t the moment, Warren
Peck appears to have the ASF Presidency alltaped, and
justliy so. His strength lies-in a majority support by
N.3.9. societies, won over to his side by vigourous
campaigging in true electioneéring style, -~ from whom
expects Tout 13 votes. 4Also, his ambitiomB programfor
ASP ,and lack of active opposition from 'Hamilton-Smith
will probably win votes foom societies .of other states
who would otherwise oppose a N.8.W. monopoly. These, if
they are interested in the welfare of ASF will admit
that thesSF improvement scheme,if carried out only in part
will lead to a more efficient structural organisation.
This raises the guestion of the wvalidity of ASF.'s
existance. Its value lies in th:e guidance and co_ord-
ination of speleological work, especial}y in recording
it in = form easily accessible to all speleologists.
In all possibility it will always remain a political
puppet, whose strings are to be pulled at the whim of
the executive, The greatest and most enduring asset t
that AST has and may ever have is its potentiality.And
80 we may yet witmess the materialisation of at least an
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