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The ASF Ceonference was the time and place for appraisal of
Speleology up to 1960 and a glimpse of Speleclogy to come. I
felt, sitting in that stewingly hot YMCA camp shed that I was
Witnessing a basically Speleclogical meeting such as has al-
ways been held and will always be held, like a prayer meeting
or a speech day.

Speleclogy in Australia has changed very little, and why
should it when it is sound and practical. Speleclogy here is
nst carried on with the same intensity, scientificness, and
professionalism, which is accompanied by expensive probing
scientific equipment and & good deal of publieity. It lacks a
bevy of scholars and sclentists who have been churning out
papers since 1930 on matters related to speleclogy

This is because Speleclogy in Australia is relatively a
tiny tot, there hasn'$ been time for this type of person to
grow up in speleology and confer om it the aura of prestige
itenjoys in Britain, Europe and America. Other factors in the
retardation of its growth are the immenseness of the distances
compared with the swallness of the population, but the mush-
roowing of small, keen societies will help to advance the bar-
riers of knowledge into the great unknown, crying Speleology
Alivel Alive 0!
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The next General HMeeting of SUSS will be held on THURSDAY
February 2nd at 7.30 p.m. in the 3rd Year Lab. on the third
floor ef the Wew Geography Building, Manning Road, University
of Sydney
Adgenda: 1l:0pening by the President in the Chair

2:Confirmation of minutes of last General Meeting.
3:Correspandence and business arising.
4:Reports; Treasurer.
ASF Conference.
S:General Business b

Hotice of motionz ete. MEET
ASF Conference EHEEES iRl i

Circulars ING: FEBRUARY 2nd.
Irresponsibles ete.

Ropes NEW CGEQG. BULLDING
Gropes 3rd Yr.Lab. 1}
Gripes.

Say after mesccrives
Several erronecus statements concerning Jeff Hinwood and 5085
Frpductions were made in the last circular. I hope to rectify
all mistakes wade as pointed out to me in letters from both

" ‘Hinwoods.

Jeff iz concerned about the circulation of variosus rumours
suggesting bad managership by himself and Jon, alleging that
losses were made due to ineerrect bookkeeping and sales losses
made due to delays in despatching orders. These are groundless,
erders dropping off due to failure of or delay of supplies of
slides. The minutes of a past committee meeting also state
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incorrectly that the books were kept amccording to Mr.Hinwood's
instructions. A further incorrect allegation in the minutes was
lack of interest by Jeff.

The above points were the ones about which Jeff requested an
apology or e note in the minutes to mark them incorrect. He did
not ask the meeting to adjudicate, and he has not withdrawn his
request for an apology. There is nothing for a Business Hanage-
ment Consultant to investigate.

Aind that's where it stands.

I would like to bring to your notice the good work done by
our Jenny Tomlinson in the field of exploration. Jenny has led
several trips to Jenclan over the last few months and on one of
these an extension to the Glass Cave was discovered on 27-11-60.
Jenny claims discovery because of the complete absence of detrim-
ental marking in the pale flowstone floor, and because a boulder
was removed to enter the extension.

The extension is entered through a horizontal squeeze four feet
long, leading from the floor of a cavern situated to the right of
the foot of the ladder in the Glass Cave. The passage 1s narrow.

The extension consists of two caverns Tx10x10 to 15 feet,
separated by a dip in the roof, A third small chember 3x5 fest is
situated at the end of and above the first entered cavern and is
connected to it by a squeeze. Formation is good, consisting of
white to pink flowstone, stalactites, and cﬁ?stalline fldors in
3 and in part of 1. PR fi"‘*“
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TRIPS: Bungonia; Jan. 58-30, Tan Williams,JY1694.To look at newly dis-
covered sections of the FOSS5IL.
Tuglow; Jenny Tomlinson,Febd-5.XXT105. TUGLOW TUGLOW TUGLOW

Orientation week revels will be held in the PHR on Monday Taes—
day and Wednesday, with the usual talks, slides ete. Purther, a
semi-social sysposium evening which will concern itself with
Jenolan, will be organised by Jon and Marisn Hinwood.The place?
Thursday of Orientation Week. The time? Frd Yr. Lab. New Geog.

The food? is provided.

Again I exhort, beseech,order, and beg you tc enlist your servie-
&3 with Glen Chandler, Phone or present yourself at the Science
Road table.DARLING we need you,more than that mannequin needs your
tomatoes.cauas
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Mey I =ay a word about ropes in homely spun NYLON. Discussed and
rejected at the ASF Conference, by the Safety Comuittee, on the ad-
vice of Alpinists as being fusible, frayable, and too springy. How-
ever Jon Hinwood BE {Syd?? who has tested exhaustively all manner
of ropes claims all sorts of advantages for nylon over natural
fibres.(1l)Belaying conditions in caving are different to those in
rock climbing. A fall of at most a few feet can be expemted with a
properly conducted belay in a cave, as opposed to one of up te S0
ft. and more in rock climbing. The shock is thus much less, and
the spring, far from being a disadvantage, softens the shock on
the body.(2)With 1 inch circumference rope as used by SUSS, the
factor of safety is enormous, and the chance of knots fusing is dim-
inished as compared with thinner ropes by the geeater bulk of rope.
A fused section of this rope would gquickly cocl to give a rigid
bar of nylon.(4)The wet strength of nylon far exceeds that of nat-
ural fibres,

Terylene rope is less susceptible to fusing, btut is far wore ex-
DALSLYS. & nylon. SOeseses  yre, Elizabeth de Burgh Hon. Sec.



IRRESPOUSIELE RUSHES INTO PRINTY

0 Frosident Peck his views has axpressed;

In all of SUSS hiptory his scrasd is tho best.

Te sove SUSS repute's his ostensible aim

But npmeoritie perhaps egomania's really his game.

Ha'll aguash anybedy who questions his law

But hig own pecosdlillos he'll gladly ignoro.
0

The sttechad communicetion wes mailled to selocted members of SUSS
by the vresident. It is quite transyerently Im depigned to muster &
*otack® to thip magiing go that some me yot unepocified disoilplinery
setion can be takon ageinet certain membors who are alleged te be ir.
rgspongible. The Prepident desoribsa this irrepponsibility in the
vaguent possible termp, but no doubt be hap o vast supply of facts
ready to put hefore the meoting, and if ke zune tran o the form he
digploysd ot the Llast Comnittes weetding. we can expeot to soo mopntalns
of maledichion made from molehilis of mimitime.

Whothor you oz 3 morber are aanoyszil or werely coussd by thiz highe
anmied getion, tho fact rempine that it is only ons of & serise of
mmhaqctiung by tho Prasddeni, which promplo ma % ask the following
SQUARNLLONLT

{73 Wiy did the Presidont t&ke 1% on himpself 4o weite tho
mianses of the lant G.3.; when zpcoh action iz cleardly buayond hias
ATy -
111 ¥y hap he parsisctently obotructed attonpis by mewbere
te heve the moupk fopy of % minntes reptoord to the Sacrotesy?

iii} Paving writien these mimmtes himaelf, why 0id he givo
ther %0 %ha Aooigtond SHscret oniy to remove then Irom the Assistant
Senrc‘a&.r?’é} bouny while thdives unatlended?

iv) Wy did he pippress & odreoplar pul oot by the Secretory
end osubogtiiute cne of his ovn oeiking, doppite ths faet thet hoe has
atated 4Em. over hie own signature thoat &g bas 1o power Lo do guch a
thine?

£ faving ipsued hie onh cirvcular, way @es ho a8t auch
great paing o bheve it kept pepgret?

E.h .31 men
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i s Colave To reje D i vt 1l i b T
roadn puddlng o decislion on the Hoclety ¢ fulule Al YLt wre ne
doubt swurs, SUSS visite the Touriet cuvo wreas uy righi.  The
persono who decide whother 8USS is to be parmitted to visit these
aress, baso their decision on the Scoiety'e reputation. But the
paot year or two heo ssen the rive of & new oult in 8088, knoen anm
the Cult of Irresponsibility. It is bad enough that these self
ptyled "Irrepponsibles” often sbuse the Socisty's Privileges, but
what is far worse, thay broadcast full detaile of their escapadse
far aod wide, and even add a fow fictitious details o give extra
spioe to their stories. A few "Irresponsibles® openly state that
they couldn't care less if, because of their activitles, SUSE was
bvannsd from theso caving areas, and certainly, unloss some actlion
ip taken goon, this could sasily result.

¥ot content with using word of mouth %o harm the
Socitd'e reputation, the "Irresponaibles® have rusghed inte print.
Their latest offort (which probably reached you in mid-December)
was & poorly produced, immature and not alwaye even factuel political
porondy not expreseing Scoitty Policy, although it bore the Club'a
nene, but one individeal's views. It attempted to wesh all the
SUSS dirty lines in public, end carried & juvenile “advertisement®
of doubtful %taste. I shudder %o think how the Scclety's stocks
wonld have crachad in the ayes of the Touriet Depsrtment, Mr.
Durhill et Clisfden Caves apd the Avstralian Speleclogicel Feaderation
had thay received the copies ths secretary intended them to get.

I congider thet behavior at caving arese caloulated
to affaend the puthorities in charge of these sroas, or calculated
t0 give & bad impression of the Society, is irreconcilebls with
Aimg of 8USS ss mel oul in the CGonstitution , and indesd with the
pin of ony bene fide Speleclogical Soolaty. Ag I understand the
Poaition, the solf-atyled Plrreaponsiblas® have sither thelr own
nighly diastinetive interprototion of the Aiws of EUSS, or no regard
for them at =11, Semo go oo far as to make no seeret of their
digregerd of the Soclety’s Rules and virtuslly challenge the Scclety
to pin somathing on them if 1% can,

One of the leeders of the *Irrssponsibles® who was
slacted(nat the last poorly attended feneral Meeting), the Sooiety's
voting spokscmen 0 the A .S.F., Cenberrs conference, inter alie,
apparently disregardsd a Society instruction and voted %ﬁu;n§t the
only 5USS member to be a candidate in the A.5.F. Executive Elsctions,
Fhe noxt gonersl meeting will hear his reasons, waich he assured
the Committee tock 16 hours to think up.

To miem wp, this cult of irresponsibility is o candaroun
sromii, wad ppbiesocial movement, whish ig o major threat wo tha
aontiuuance of SUS8 aa o bona fido Speloological Scciety. It is
time to teke a definite ptand sgeinst the egoism and polfishness of
the Trremponpiblea®.

Decivions affeocting tho whole future of SUSS will bo made
et the noct General Maeting, %o ba held on Thursday 2nd. Feb. 1961.
Juagtions euch ma “Will izru:Eﬁnnihiliﬁy te tolernted 9 and "Is SUSS
o beoomo a juvonile political and picnic olub®' plus meny more will
ba anowered. The answers are important, as they will decide whether
you, as & SUSS menber will, in fulure, ba able to go caving at
Tourigt Cave aroes and cave systems on privoate property like Cliefden.
Tha “Irresponsibleas® ard confident of getting their own way at thie
mossing, me elthough they constitute under 205 of the Society's
Megmbership, thoy are going to turn out in force, and anticipating &
amall sttendasnce of other SUSS wombsrs, mxpect to be a majority.
Therafore, 1 requeet your pressnce, and the presonce of all wsmbars
g0 that decisions of the meeting will reprosont soolety opinion.
If you can't make i%, pleape axpress your views in & letter to me
2% tho above addrese.

Yours fai thfully, Warren Pack SUSS Presidant
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