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YOU ARE NC LONGER /. MEMBER OF 5.U.8.3. »4D THIS WILL BE
YOUR LAST CIRCULAR IF YOU HAVE NOT BAID YOUR YEARLY
SUBSCRIPTION BY 7ovh APRIL, 1961, Prospective Members

who peid their 2/6 befors September, 1960 and who wish to
remain Progpective Members, should pay & further

before 7uh April. Current Membership fees are:-
Gradustes and Ascoclates - 26/-

Corresponding Members - 1gf-
Full Members - ljf-
Yembers under 17 years - 7/6
rospecsive Hembers - 2/6
EDITORTAG.

Pirstly, I thenk the people who have contributed eny
words of wisdom or articles etc., to this wolume.

It is rewarding to see the number of trips and other
getivities of the society, which have taken place

gince the beginning of the year, These have proved to be

& temporsry break in the political wrangling which played
such & large part in the activities of the scclecy in
arevicus months., One hears the pleesant sound of caving
telk on the Botany Lawn these days, instead of the polit ical
gossip which ren rife last year, Let's hope 1t continues.

The lagt A.G.M. got off to & flying start, the madn
topies discussed in General Business being Jylon Ropes,
belaying snd other safety measures. The sudden splurgs
on safety wes sparked by the unfortunate accldent on the
Three Sisters at Kstoomba, some weeks back, when en experienced
climber fell 1,000 feet to his death efter the snearing
through of the nylon rooe on which he was belayed, This
naturally provoked prolonged discussion on nylon rope of
which 3.U.38,8. cuwtis wob woos sonz 00 Teet in varrying lengths,
Ip wag brought to light that the most commonly used
lehgths (67 feet and 200 feet) were in poor condition.
jome of the meeting were in favour of discerding at least
these two lengtha. Others argued ageinst this as it is
net often that S5.U.3.3. rope 1s used in & direct belay in
ceves and is therefors less likely to suffer "sheek loading".
Y¥o drastiec setvion was decided upon atv the meeting but &
Zefery Officer, Jon Hinwood, was elected Lo carry out extensive
teate on the 8.0.8.8. rope and further actiom will be
considered subjeet to his findings.

Elizebeth Hahn of the Sydney University loubtoingipdbg
Club who was present when the unfortunate eceldent mentionad
sbove, cccurred, has contribused an ariicle on the imporiance
of the correct belay for safe caving. It mey help influence
those people in 8.U.3.3. who acorn sefety ropes oo ledder
desecents. Article to be found on Page  of this Newslevter.
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Further business st the 4.5.M. was meinly the Annusl
Election of Office Sgarers. For the informstion of those
not present, the Commitsee for 196! - &2 is ey follows:i-

FRESIDENT = Chris Court

VIOE PRESIDENT - John LosE

HOY., BETHETARY - Jennifer Tomlinson
HOJ, #nB5I3TANT SECHSTARY Faiegm3mtth
THEASURER - Elizaceck DeBurgh
FJ.L COM ITTEE MEMSER ., = Dr. Ted Faunece.
ASZ0CIATE OOMMITTEE WEMBER = Tager Kpowlcnd

CONGRATULATI NS,

The cun%ratulntions and best wishes of the Boniaty era
grtended 1o Petor and Guil Knowlond who sre the fond paTENSS
of & new baby Gamughter, born on the 1lth Mapch, uot's

hope the beby iz ellowed te go caving befors she gets too
mach blgrer because at present . he ig & ve:wggfpvenﬁcht

size for 'sgueeze holes'. ¢ geduine "Micro-
RECENT 8.U.8.5. TRISS.

Heilsnder's River .imestone Sur Zxzlorasion Trip.
4th and Sth Harch. Leader: David Anderson.

The mein perty exarined some small limestone outocrops
#long and near Hollsndar'a Biver. No poscibilities were
reported in Shis ares, however, g suzsiduery verty who
examinegd two smell cuterops along <he Tuglow River, reporied fimdin
Pinding thres ceves ond & desn hole with vossibilities,

Tha first of these three caves occurred in the fipst AT Cron
usatresm of Tuglow Farm and haed previously been entered,

It contoined some fine fiowstone But wes only abous 150 fees
in total lengih. The hole with possibilities ceccurrsd in
this samo outcrop and is estimeted to be at leest 50 feet
deep but thorny shrubs 2nd other unplessant vagetarion
discouraged descent as shoris appeared o bo in vogus BEONEST
the perty. This hole is definitely listed for lster, more
detailed sxamination. The other two caves occurred in The
second bluff snd did not exiend vary far but would ensourags
cave blasting &s the floors were hollow, o mep of the
limestone outerops in this area is now in the £.0.3.5 2ea
collection.

Bungonis Search and Rescus Trip. 25th and 26th Pebruary.
~eader. Tom .undecker. The trip wss mainly s sesrch.

bod, well hidden in the 'ossil Cove, wos “ound within one
hour. Junday wos devoted to the exserimental constriction
of . tush stretcher . This wss given & jroion.ed try out
tround the camp end shen, on 1t, on it losry inojured trog
was roscued from sh: rum Czve.

Bungonie Fresher's Trio. ©5th end Tfth Morch,

s2ader. ‘om _undecker, 'he Fossil Cave, Grill Cave and B3
were introduced to the oleven Freshers present and Tom
reports tnat they eil ahow slgns of beecoming eopabls troga.

Jdenolon Freshers Trip. 1ith snd 12th Mareh.

wezders: Sarbers Dew and Jenny Tomlinson. OF the 2y presens,

tEQPEngrE slx Freshers and several others naw to CCVing.
Cont'd;
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{Conz'a)

Henning's Cove wns firet on the sgenda, after which the
27ty wod eplit into two for the MHammoth Lower Level.

Holf the perty went to the Lower Level River vis the
"Sgueaze", the other helf via the "Rogkpile”. Some of

the brave- gouls crogsed the river eicher by climbing
tround the well or by swimming it but the L.L.River
Extension wes not visited. The Oolite Cavern introduced
som2 of the perty to impressive cave formation. Most
enjoyed an eusy day on Sunday. The ~Alledin Cave was visited
tn show off the "Golden Waterfnll" etc.,ts the Frashers

rnd sficrwards a few descended the Gless Cove to look at
the new extension,. 4 lurge amount of biological collecting
wes underteken in the Memmoth Cnve with good results, a
apecles of lend Plonerien being found near the L.L. Rivar.
£11 FPreshers snd others new to ceving, present on the trip
put up on excellent performance and needed very little
uesiatance, They show every sign of becoming good trogs.

Teg Jesper Trip. th Ma "
Leader: Deovid Shatwell. This wae & lspge trip with 24 present
Three ceves were visived, Dip Cave, Ne.k SBxcension to
Dip Cave and the Punchbowl Cave, Two partics entered the
ip Ceve, one by the Rubbish Tip entrence, the other by
the €6 253t entrance. They were able tn connast by a 20
lodder drop; i.e., pussages 2 and 3 were linked., Soms
aexploration was carried out in the reglon of the 90" drop

230 vros were bended in the Punchbowl Cove.

Jenclon. 26th Mareh.
Leader: Dovid Anderson. A well oprgedised trip into she
dnrthern River Section of the Memmoth Jeve was carrled out
2 extend it beyond the newly &iemimedsd {llith Morch)3reas
Jorth Cavern. This cevern occours sbout 160 feet pset che
Sink Hole Cevern. Details of this cavepn ere as follows:-
"The Great Norch Cavern"
fore: For the convenisnca, penoing the epprovel of the
committee, a vumber of sections of a large, recently
disenvered cevern snd ad joining passages in the Mammozh
Cove, have been given names. Included 1s the neme of the
cevern itaslf, "The Greet North Cevera".

The Great Jorth Gavern is in the Northern diver Section
3 the Memmoth Cave. It lies &t the end of "The Thousand
Foot Pessage" or Jorthern Hiver Extensicn. The Cevern was
first entered on 7th December, 1960, when the previoualy
blocked "Ian YVilliams Sgueeze" (Sse point C, resched Eanster,
1960, on Mgp "Mammoth Extension";3.U.3.3. Journel £:1) was
foreed by Ted fnderson and Ian Williams.

From the Ien Williems Sguesze another 100 ft, of
passage (messured) have been sdded before The Great North
Cevern is resched, The approximete maximum dimensions of

the cnvern are: Height 70 ;width 50';length 180,

The sceompenying sketch (map) wes drawn mainly from
informotion gathered during the recent exploration of
the cavern, by 8.U.8.3. menmbers: D, Anderscn, J,Coapbell,
K. deFerronti, T. Anderson, with the grestly sppreciated
assigtance of J, Tomlineon snd J. Dunnet.

FOR THE NEY AND INTENDING MEMBERE.
« comprehensive list of reccomnmended cuving end camping
eguipient, the prices and nemes and addresses of places so
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Intepding Members. Cont'd.

uy it at,is avelleble from the Secretary on reguest. It

is advissble to comsult this list before buying as it conmins
gound advice.

GENERAL .

As there ape still & few copies of 8.3.8. "Communicatiams"

on stock, people wishing to build up sheir persopel caving

librery are odvised o contael the Becretary and take
sdventege of this free personil offer without deley.
Thoss svailable sre the Jovember, December end January
gditions. Limited coples avoilable only so hurry.
3.U.8.5. Cloth Badges. These ors avsilable from Berbera
Dew &t Tropical Medicine at the reasonable priece of 2/ 3.
Batilfiroof end suitable for packs or putching Trog suits.
Tney look very chic on the sleeve of a parka or wind jacks t.
SUPPORT YOUE SOCIETY - BUY & BADGE.

COMING TRIPS AND EVENTS.
April 22 - 25, BUNGONIA SEARCH AND PESCUE. beader; John Lotz.

()
day 6 = 7. KANGARQD RIVER SLOTH TRIP.
Eleasant river for swimming cnd Trout, also
very “ine suspensicn fout bridge suitsble
fer tipoing peonle into the river. Good
camp site. Munted: person to organize thia

trip. Gontmet Sec. tnny Lawn or XXTLOS.
- Events-
April Fth. BIS PAiRTY AT §25 NEW SOUTH HEAD ROAD DOUBLE

BAY., Courtezy of Tom Lendecker. Highlighwe d
by the presence of two kegs end danzing
girls, Rinz Tom at FML.215.

April 13th. 7.3%0 P.M. Uspal Plsce in ¥ew Geography
bu%lding. GEN. MEETING.

QVEER_TO_ELIZABETH AND BELAYS.

Dear Caver,
I sincerely hope thet you will aporeciete ihe reason
for this letter and bear it"in mind even if nothing et
gll is done obout it. These following paregrephs are the
rassons why why I think 3.U,8.85. should take proper safeny
precautions.
In your aectivity these precasutions are not needed
aften £nd the amount of time taken in making a correect bday
is negligible compared with loss of humsn life. That ldiot
above wyou thet is supposed to be safeguarding your climbing
ar lrdde» descent - is he doing what he should so that inwa:
the event of ¢ fall you will live to vell the tale? Then
agein, if you are beleying & fellow trog down & drop and
are not tied on to enything, there is no chance of holding
the perasn below Lf you come off too. There will be no
warning in the derkness of a ¢fve, you will fall much
farther than he who 1s oo the other end. 8o therefors,
a greeter risk is telken when ineorrectly belayed than when
sctuslly elipbing. Prey tell me - what is the use of insid ing
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Elizoberh Copt'd

that Freshers shoull be eble to tie & bowline expertly when

it iz gning v2 be of no use 2 them whetaoever. A belay

1s not & belsy unless the nergon sefeguarding the one

climbing, is cied firmly To o wall or face.

If fove does not supply the perfeet beley point, there
are tried ond testved ways, used the world over, Tor making
arsificisl beleays. If any of you are intercaced in finding
‘mt suek hitherts unknown methods (I presume this), climbers
are offering o hend on what they koow for a sefer end
hoopier pastime. Dan't woit until the time when 5U33 will
be "wizer after tho event" - it hos clresdy heppened - but
A oug, not you. Then the lesson eomas to he learnt, is
2.0.8.%. golog vo 1gnore it end plunge hesdlong in fts blis-
aful neglect and ignarence 19 the day when explenation must
be given o police, femily, and court gnd the Vige-Chansellor.
“hy wes the deceased not safeguerded in the spproved mannsrt
Yo3 nre all now eware thos there will be no excuse as these
peonle know &f the aoprowed beleys from our reports ond stete-
ments. You knaw tan, from this lettar.

I grerm tn vemzmber the SJaclety being veedy To ban
ermpletely the use nf nylon rome following the tregle cceidwnt
on the “hree Histers which sporked »ff this big penic emong
the ranks, and to°k their recsons from the recommendations
., F twa sut of hundreds of clubs - climbing clubs, not eaving
groups, EBecnuse there seema o be fransioed crgulry, it is
praaf thet the Saeclety 1g worried sbhouts not dning she righo
thing previsusly. “hat are you at Universisy fov, 50 accept
#lthaat arant the recommandetiong o2f o smell sinoricy - where
are the seientiaste emoug yu¥ Hylon is obviously the only
¢holes for ceving c2 15 d0es not rov. If a natural fibre
repe heoomes wat, even if it is dried properly, it should be
sansidersd ag goon 08 poasible f£it for the rubblish heap or
usc 28 & tow rope. Jdylon stretches whers ngiural fibre
inees nnt and to sheck Bny conaidareble fall on the latter
wnuld probably result in the death of the pasrson frow internal
injuries. Is S.U.8.5. gs financial sz rll thes to discard
noturcl fibre rope évery ecouple of months or 30 Fhether
¥ou use nylon, hemp or m=20illa, sisal nr terylene, it ls
of no more use ihan a8 resl of cotton unless gomeoody knows

how to beloy, If nylon rope of grecter breaking stroin than
any ather fibre (35001bs. in lﬁ”} iz going to heve trouble
teking o shock loed {(bod fellingl), how on ecrth are you going
o teke the load with youwr 100 odd lbs., which is wheo happens
if you ere not tied on. A person fulling oboutr 50 will
regisgtar appraox. 1500lbs. onto you. Yhat is the use of
gpanding vonay o0 rope If it is wnly going to pull the belayer
after the person falling? It is much harder to receive eny
warning of a fall, to heve witnessss end to remove & seriously
injured verssn from & ceve, then in the open, After a fotal
eccident 1ike this there are clways police statements to make,
newspapers tn avoid, the funeral, eountless reports to write, th
the inquest nnd most probebly meeting the loved ones of the
decensed. Deceesed bsecesuse yhar were Too demm lazy to apend
Juat five minutes on meking s securs belay, %o avold the anguish
Thet ig vary avident befare you and most important to you,
would be clesr cmetencs for the rest of your life, Believe
me, 1t is the only thing that will help you carry on and
ad just yourself to everyday life.

Good eaving in the Duturs,

Elizabeth Hahn.
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RATHER 420,

The Durieg of Smme af cur lembars,

L. Dn nat eme nn trips.

Bot i you 49, 41 82 leta.

If the wenther dnes not soit you, 14 not think of eaming.

If yon ootend £ business meeting, find fauls with the

wark of the nfficers and other members.

« Javer nccept en office: 1t is far epsier to eritielise then

tn getually get things done,
D~ nat bather cbout getting new members - let the Sacretary L

. A2 all this alone.

I? agked by the “resident ta give your 7pinimn regarding
gme important matter, tell him you heve nothing ©o soy.
Afzer the meeting tell everybody exaetly how things should
be done.

+ Do nothing mere than is absolutely necessary, but when
ouher members roll up their sleeves and willingly and
ungelfishly use thelr ability to help metsers along, complain
bitterly thot the club is being run by a clique and is
merely "Jabs for the Bors".

12, "hen a function is held, tell everybody that money is

being wasted,

11. “hen na funetions are held, tell everybody that b~ 2ldb

iz dend.

12. Do not see or ssk what the club can do tn help you but

when it dses not - RESIGN, {Extracs - ¥?fqtgineeringi

LIBRARY.
Recent additinns ©> the library include two new issues of
¥38 News; faotures of interest are the deseription of The Devils
LTeebox in Missouri which goes in for 19000 ft., and of which
29000 ft. hes been mepped Trom rubber rafts; als? the description
of the prescue of o bod fram & scuseze uslng Slbs. »f axle grease,
8ege the librerisn for further library inf-rmesion, infact,
use the library; that's what 1t 2 there for, (Glen Chanﬁlerﬁ1-?9&?}
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