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EDITORIAL

Apparently serious cave accidents just dor’'t happen teo 5.U.S.8.
members. Is this the result of safe caving practices or exceptidnally
good luck? Rerorts from overseas speleclogical groups tend to support
the latter concept. For exarple, New Zesland apeleclogical groups have
recently suffercd two sericmz cave accidents within o puriod of six mon-
ths, As we have been fertunste enough not to bave experienced such un-
plezsant occurrences, we con learn a lodt from the experience of others.

One Mew Zealard spelec wrs sericusiy injured while eaving in
Popamaru in June last vear. ",..Her fonthold was a substantiol looking
piece of formantion which suddenly Erolie away. She fell in o sitting
pesition for chout gix feew, hit*ing the lumbar region of her spine on o
large block of limestone, and slid down on to n poteh of sandy mud." The
subsequent resecus took 14 heurs, even though the fall oceurred about a
half mile, or 20 ninvtea +trogging, from ibke entrance, Despite & deter-
mined effort a doctor conld not veach the szere of the accident, so after
an all too brief instruction course one of tlhe rescuers wae able to give
the patient a morphine injection to relieve the intense pain, "Progresas
along the stream passage depended on the stamina of those underneath who
crawled in the stream on hands and knees, or walked doubled over at the
waist, depending on the height of the roof, while these who could stead-

ied the stretcher from any available position." "The patient was per-
suaded to have a warm drink, but it was not 1long before she shared it
with theose below." "Meanwhile up top tbhe newspupers were certainly hav-

ing & field day. Always avid for any sensational news ahbout cavirg, this
little episode had addiiional elemznts of drema and human enduronce.”
"Underground the rescuers eventually reached the shoit 'cat run' that led
to the sgecond tome,.." "Tn nlaces it was only two feet wide and thirty
inches high. The transportatisn ofrg _3id feet initlexible locd seemed
almost impossible and man could hardly be distinguished from mud in that
purgatorial passage." The pavient was lifted to ground level at 4:45 am,

The other cave naccident occurred during an expedition to the
Mt. Owen area in January this year., The scene was the 125 feet 'Shower-
bath Piteh' 600 feet down the 'Gicnts Stairense'. The caver was  being
belayed from below wusing » lifeline and puiley. "The rope was running
through John's hands steadily, and he could see Lee's light coming nearer
down the shaft, until just before halfwoy..." "John hod begun to call
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upward waen thave w¥1s a rry and Leze came crashing down the shaft iike a
fu1lling star. There was not eveu a puil on the lifelire - it junst went
siack, John rusted forward wiih the ides of browking Lea's fell, Yhut
arxrived only ir <ime te stop hiwm falling backwards into the pocl. Lae
gaid {ilat he could not feel his legs, end thought they wece loilh breken",
" .lce apparently tied & correct bowline round himself, but used a fanity
#not to tie the waist loop to the lifeline."

Wnet can we learn from these experiences? The firasi incident
zhows that sericus aeccidents are net restricted to long pitches or dif-
ficult ladder climbs. Also this was an accident in the truc scnse of the
word, in that no omoun*t of skill  or experience goulc hove prevented it.
Obwiously then, it iz importont to be prepared, with & prasiiced and pro-
perly egquipped rescue team available. Tha sccond case indicates that
even ekilled and experienced cavers, using rropar technigues, are not im-
mure from errcrs. It would s2em +that the odh ave against those who do
not understand and praciice corresct cavingz iechnigques. Also we shonuld
note ithat the second trip was well prepared, with a stretcher ocnd medical
supplies included in the essertial equipment list. By some mystericus
merans S.U.5.5. has enjoyed 15 yecars of caving without a serigsus aceideut,
BFat the number of near misses, whiech each of _

ug has probably experienced at some time, arc i ERRATUM

une ecunted. If these close shaves are insuf- B

ficient +to show us that our luck won't hold Hewploddae. (wod FHLZ
for ever, surely we can't overlook the mea- Page 1, Item 3. Delete
snge contained in the experience. of others, "...0ne shilling per
wvhica is so heavily underiined with pain, doy..." and insert
ntter physical exhaustion, and mental anguish "...five shillinga per
of all concerned trip. " I

9OTH COVMITTEE MESTING

Severai proposals from the A.5.F.N.5.W.5.C.C. were discussed by
the meeting. The first, a suggestion that a hut be erceted At  Jemolen
for the use of speleos, was rojected. However the idea of a combined
N.S.,W. or Sydrey search and rescue organizstion was well received, and
the metter is being investigated forther. Aleo matters of genersl policy
reiating to Spelco Societies visiting Yagby were decidad. Harley Wright
wag admitted to frll membership of the Soeciety.

497H GENERAL MERTING

Hignlizhts of the G.M. on 12th Sept. were improved esttendance
(30}, extreme brevity on the business side, and some excellent films, A
mave to abolish the $.U.3.8. Code of Ethizs arose from discussion of the
opposite intention, e&nd once again demonstrated that raising such debai-
able matters - no matier hov good +the intention - only serves to stir up
fruitless reiteration of old arguements. To facilitate the writing up of
ecovrate minutes, the proceedirgs were recorded or magnetic tape. As the
Society insists on narrative minutes, this should make the Assistant Sec-
retary's job easier, Two films were shown; "Faure Cavernicole" and
"Pierre St Martin", The latter originally had a French soundtrack, with
commeantary by none other +tnon Casteret. A tronslaetion wos moade eand o
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cvnplete soundtraclk of our own vas recorded cn magnetic tape and run in
eypoaronism with the film,

DISTINGUISUED MIMERR

Brian J. J'Brien, inangural president of A.S.F., and. Homorery
Life Membar of S.U.$.S., who was honoured by N.5.5. in 1360, is cuce
again ir the news. A lenpthy article of his, on the earti's magoel.on
fizld ard rodigtion in space, was publisked in & rccent issue of "1HS
SCIERTIFIC AMERICAW".

YEA®R BCOK 1663
Members may obtain this invaluable publicetion free, from the
Secretary.
Errata Steve James, mistakenly placed in the Preospective Mem-
tere List, is on Associain Menmber,
Graham Fraser's telephons mnumber is 832200, (not 852209).
Alteraticns & Additions Ierley Wrighi; trensfer to Full Mem-
baws Liat.
Peter Enowland, 204 Beccroft Rd. Cheltenhom, 862756; include in
Full Members List.
Jeanetie Partridge; postal nddress, 7 dMears Ave., Randwick,

NOTE FPlease notify the Scerctiary of any further errors or omissiors.
SUSS JOUPNAL

Dase Drummond, editor, reports that the next issue of the Jour-
nel - which will be crnilanle shovily - will Be an extra giunt, ("...get
'em all ¢érad eclean in no time..."), king-size, packed chonk tull of nour-
ishing morsals c¢f spelenioricel infermatvion. Tom Lendecker has refigrad
os editor of a secord journal, go pualication of the matericl already
gothered is tempoerariiy held up, Arve there wny takers for the editorship¥

TRIP_REZORTS T T e
$5.U.8.8, FIFTEENTH ANNIVORSARY
DINHIR
TUESDAY, SEPTEMIER 24, 1963

Celzbroving the founding, in
1948, of the Sydney University
Speleolozical Sceiety

HOLME AND SUTHERLAND ROOMS
6-3[} PI:I.

Charge: 21/*
Plense pey the Trecsurer

Jenolen, Zrd-4th August, 1967,
Leader: Jeff Ilinwerod.

Caleite formationa in Imperial
and Temple of Banl caves wers rhoto-
graphed using unlirevioleu irradicticn,
wovelength 3500 £, White, green and
yellow fluorcscence ond after-glowwere
observed. Photography wus unsvecesatul
ag insufficiert filtering allowea nv-
radiation to reach the fllm. The Lucas
Cove rockpile was checked for movement
and gauge readings were ncied,

Jenolan, 3rd-Sth Augnst, 1863
leader: Tonn Londecler.

1

Dress: Leasonably Fornal

(Plense contact Tom Landecker,

FI.4931, ipmediately, se that
Wiburd's Leke Cove wos further nembers con be determined)

investigated, and it was found thut — A
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the lake had virtually disarperred, leaving a flowing stream which would
be difficult te reach hecause of the slippery mud slope leading to it.

Wombeyan, 10th-12th Ausust 1963. " Leader: John Lotz

This trip included Biology in the Fig Tree, photography in the
Falacs, general exploration of Bullio, and the discovery of a new cave.
Batting was very successful as 108 recoveries were made. Also, 82 blood
elides were prepared to check for haemoparasites. John Lotz found the
new eave while szearching for Bouverie cave. It consgists of a 200 feet
iong, almost horizontal, dry, celcitised stream bed rumning approximately
NE - SW, This possage, up to 20 feet high and 10 feet wide, is entered
roughly at its mid point +through & 60 feet deep chimney which opens out
at the surfeece inte o ecireuiocr sinkhole. A ercss-gection of the cave re-
sembles an inverted "T"., Showing wonderful imagination, and with approp-
riate University flavouring, the proposed name for the cave is "THE OVAL
TEA ROOM". (Please, no "Cave" on the cndl).

Bungonia, four trips. Leader: Ian Williams

A small party of wembats, thinly disguised as 5.U.5.5. members,
have recently spent 4 weekends digging in D31. Enthusiastically follow~
ing an air draught, they dug a totul of 40 feet at & rate of cbhout 2 feet
per hour only te find +that the small cavern at the end of the dig had
been previously entered via & flattener, Howcver frum the experience of
this dig came the idea of using a coal scuttle, with ropes to pull itto
and fro, for shifting earth along the narrow passage to a converient dump.

Wee Jagper, 30th Aug, - 1st Sept. 1663. Leader: John Diment

Three 8.U.S.S. and two Canberra trogs joined forces to explore
Mr. Greg Ward's property about a mile south of the General Store omn the
west bank of the Goodradigbee River. The latest on thermal activity at
Wee Jasper is a report of a sudden increase in the temperature of an ef-
flux. The property owner scid that this had occurred after heavy rain.
Severel holes were investigated, and one wus found to contein a warm lake
which is about 25 feet wide. The group weould like to express their thanks
to Mr. Ward for his co-operation and hospitality.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Erik Halbert has changed his address. New nddress: 26 Third Ave., Epping.

NOTICES

SATURDAY, SEPIEMBIR 28, 1963
Concrete pouring =t the Knowland Block, Lot 1, Sagers Rd., Kenthurst.
The usual Knowland hospitality, in the form of & barbecue conforming
with the best 5.U.$.8. traditions, will be provided for the workers.
Plense contact Peter Lnowland.

NULLARBOR EXPEDITION 1G63-4.
leaving Adelaide. 28th December 1963 and returning 18th Jonuary 1964,
the expedition will visit all the known deep cuves on the Plain, end
will travel as for west as Oocklebiddy in Western Australia, covering
a total of 2500 miles. Full cost will be £35, cnd & deposit of £8
with epplicetion form, will be required by 1st November, 1963. For
further detsils contact the Secretary, . Ted Anderson (933157).
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