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APOLOGIES, THANKS, AND THE S.R.C.

Before assuming the thin dis-
guise of tradition and recommencing
the condemnatory or commendatory
composition so appropriste to the
editorial of an academic society's
newsletter, I want to use simple
English (so appropriate, perhaps,
to an Engineering undergraduate) to
apologize for not producing the
newsletter planned for January. Ly
work unexpectedly tookme from Adel-
aide to Woomera, upsetting most of
my plans., For the same reason some
people mpparently found it difficult
to contact me, and I apologize for
this also. In addition, I owe my
gincere thanks to the Committee Mem-
bers who filled-in during my absence,

S.R.C. stands for the Speleo~-
logical Research Council (Limited),
which is a body, registered in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the
N,S,%, Companies Act, enabling it,
smong other thirgs, to wholesale
colour slides of caves, under the
"3SUSS Prpductions" registered trade
merk. The Speleo, HResearch Council
is non-profit-making, and basically
its aime are to foster aond assist
firancially all aspects of speleo-
logical research. DBDeccuse of  the
scientific nature of the Council,
its income will be non-taxable. The
pmembers of the Couneil must be nmem=
bers of 8.U,5,5. and they are elect-
ed to the Council by o Genernl Meet-
ing of the Society.

Thege are
details of the

the basic, factual
operation of the
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Council; but what about the less
tongible aspects? To me the nane
"Sweleological  Research Council”

geems to carry an inseperable image
of a highly respectable body with a
well developed ethical code and time
honoured +traditions,. This is not
surprising; the word 'research' =~
particularly when qualified by
'speleological' - indelibly brands
the Council as scientifie, and the
respectibility, ethics and tradi-
tions of science are well known and
accepted. You can debate 2ll day
on the theme "Speleology -a science
or a sport", but speleclogical re~
segreh is undeniably o seience, To
adopt this name, then, is to adopt
an enormous responsibility. If the
Council does not live up to the
image crected by its name the whole
projeet could well hecome & farce,
and not without a tinge of froud-
nlence, With 5,U0.5.8, it is not as
importent thot the Society should
live up to the image created by its
neme (indeed, it hasn't), hecouss
there ie flexibility in the image
s0o that it con excuse its actions
a8 merely a sport. The 8,R.C. can't
do this; it must accept the respon-
sibilities and no matter how insig-
nificant or inexperienced its activ-
ities may be in comparisom  with
other sciences, it must pursue itse
aims with sincerity, This means the
§,R.C, must be, as far cs possible,
uncomnitted ond free to assist and
co-operate with anyone inspeléo-
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51ST GENERAL MEETING

Business was kept to a minimum
to allow time for a talk and slide~
show on the recent 5.U.S5.S. Nullar-
bor Expedition.,  The Secretary, as
delegate to the A.S.F., Committee
Meeting in Jamuary, reported brief-
ly on the proceedings. Offieial
Mimutes of this meeting should be
available shortly, Discussion on
the proposed Constitutional Amend-

- cnd often better - able to fill o
Committee positicn, After =& sug-
gestion that some thought should be
directed towards arriving at o .con-
promise, the snendnent was put to
the meeting and lost. This does not
resolve +the issue, and some nore
brain power needs to be expended on
this nmotter. On the recommendation
of T.Landecker, 8 inasugural oenbers
of the S.R.C. (Ltd.) were elected.

ment providing for clection of

NOTICE

Agsociate members to any Com- b
mittee position was noticeably
one-sided, there being 1litliie
aupport for the proposnl, Such
an amendment iz not original and
it is difficult to heliewve that
Aggociate members will ever be
hoappy with a Constitution which
ccapletely debars them from
filling anything but a single
representative position on the
Committee. As usunal, opposition
wag based mainly on two arg-
unents. The {first, o purely
practical issue, alleges that
Aggociates would be wunable to
properly perform the duties of
an offiece bearcr, because they
are unsually not at the Univer-
sity during worlking hours, But
Graduates, working outside the
University, can handle these |
pesitions  fully. Non-student
rmembers ecan coften devote nmore
of their +time to Society nmat-
ters. The strongest opposition
wka concern foar the individual-
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52ND GENERAL MEETING
&

SIXTEENTH ANNUAY GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1964

Business will include: Annual President-
izl address, Secretary's report, audited
financial statenent from the Treasurer,
Subecornittee
officers! reports for 1963; eleection of
office bearcra
Constitution, paragreoph 5,
and parcpgraph 8
of subscriptions

Convenors, .and general

in accordance with the
gsecticn a.,
cf the By-lows; fixing
for the current year.
T+30 PM.
THIRD YEAR GEGGRAPHY LABODATOY
GHIFFITH-TLYLOR BUILDING

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

ity of the Scciety., The '"Univ-

ersity' in our nome is the only
thing keeping the three "S's" apart,
end to neglect its presence is a
thought unbearable to most Full nenm-
bers. 5.U.85.5, nmnust - as far as
pessible = remain 'sui pgeneris' !
This argunert didn't seem to be o
just reply to the Associate renbers!
¢lain, particularly when the facts
that Associates are responsible for
o considerable percentzge of the
Society's activity, and are equally

They are: Dr. J. Lotz, Miss B, Dew,
and Messrs E. Anderson, D, Drunnond,
A.dones, P, Enowland, T. Lendecker,
end J. 3teele,

SUSS JOURNAL OVERSEAS

"The Netherworld News", Vel, X,
Nunber 8, published by the Pitte-
burgh Grottoof the Nationcl Speleo-
logieal Scciety (U.S.4.) displayed
an editorial by Tom Landecker. The
editorial, described as 'Further
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comments on Spelunkers vz. Speleo- P R v
logistas ..s', was reprinted with %ﬂn _b______
permigsion from SUSS Journal Vol. 6 it ZLR A,

No., 2, service, Mountain and cave acfety
"W0 WEY BOOKS and signels are dealt with, and =

biblicgraphy is given. Rescue pro-
Cnce upon a +time, when +the cedure, methods, ond equipment are
shining knights of anti-irrespon- described and first aid is cleorly
sibility were trying to {eatabliah and concisely explained.
an '"ANTI-VICE Presidency' (i.es. leoie
in 1960), the baitle wa: temporally IRLY REPORTS
halted to allow botb sides to fare- Jenclan, 7th-8th March, 1964,
well a cgrtain Margaret InyES, who  j.oders: John Lotz and Glenn Hunt.
was leaving for an extensive over-
geas tour. (B}r the way, M&rgﬂ_re'tj The Ceclite dig wos ro-entered
how's the primus?) Well Margaret but ne further progress could be
is back, and at the liast G.M. ghe w»ade. In the passage off the upper
quietly presented us with two books left side of the Oolite Cavern a
for the library. As it sayz on 1he chinney wos re—climbed and declared
front flap: "The Cave of Pouffiznac to lead nowherc. However a strong
(by Louis-Rene Neugier ard Romain draught, coming from a small hole
Robert) is not & scientific work; it &t the tecp is said to suggestthe
is simply the 'wecord bock' cf the Possibility of an upper level. So
cave., It tells of the discovery of <¢alled "pripming Monster Lake", (4
paintings of 2 time some 20,000 neome suggested by one of the cross=—
years ago, and it reletce the arp- sections drawn during o survey-ed.)
vments that arosze over them." The was further investignted ond except
book is illustrated by 24 pages of for the possibiiity of a siphon,
Photﬂgraphs' The secend book is on nothing new was found. Two apet=—
extremely useful publication, issued imens of Collerbecla were collected
by The Mountain Rescue Committee, from two pools in the Oolite Cavern.,
and iso sort of 'handbook of Mount- Fresher menbers wire introduced to
ain and Cave Rescue' in the U.E. It #1he pleasures .(?) of the -Railway
describes the nius and activities Tumnel slippery-dip. (All these
of the Committee and the rescue locations are in Mcemoth Cove =-ed.)

A N T CONST ITUTTONAL AMENDMENT erfmme e e mtmiait s

The following proposed Constitutional Amendment - moved
by Mr. A. Jones ard seconded by Mr. T. Landecker - was
received by the Hon. Secretary on Thurs. March 19, 1664:

Amend elasuse 5b of the Comnstitution to read:

(i) Before admission to ary grede of membership, a candidate shall com-
plete at least thirty hours caving in non-tourist caves cand be approved
by the Comrmittee wupon their being sctisfied of the candidate's caving
proficiency.

(ii) Delete.

(iii) renunber (ii) and anend the words follewing teonpliance' to: 'with
such further requirements as the Committee nmoy preseribe, sub ject to
paeragroph 3b(i) ebove!,

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS MUST BE FAID BEFORE FRIDAY, ngﬁj;lgﬁh




