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EDITORIAL On Science and Sport

At the risk of being submerged by a flood of abusive
letters to the ¥ditor, I am resurrecting an old speleological contro-
versy——'Caving-Science or sport? It is some time since this was last
mooted around SUSS circles-I think Tom Landecker's celebrated article
some years ago was the latest rejoinder. So, prompted by the recent
visit to the Society by Joe Jennings, I fecel that this is an opportune
time to review our position.

SUSS Speloology is 99% sport and 1% science (perhaps a
little more if science is stretched to include surveying). Only 2 or
3 current members of the Society are actively engaged in research,
and these few only in the biclogical field. From time to time a
member takes an interest in the geology or geomorpholdosy of caves but
it is usuwally only a passing interest. To my knowledge no member of
SUSS (certainly not in the last few years) has done a thesis on any
aspect of scientific speleology for even so much as an honours degree,
although one member has expressed interest in working on aspects of
karst morphology for an honours B.A. degree next year.

It secems to me that the primary reason for this state of
affairs is the lack of encouragement by academics. There simply are
no members of the staff of this University conductong, or qualified
to supervise, full-time research in bio-speleclozy or karst morpholozy
for example, and N.5.W. caves do not appear to contain anything of
significant archaeological or anthropologieal interest. The other
problem is one of access. Dven if researchers were able to pay regular
visits to their field sites, which they frequently cannot for reascns
of finance or remoteness, there still remains the prospect of hawingz
to apply two weeks in advance to visit arasas controlled by the Tourist
Bureau.

For those able and willing to surmount these obstacles
however there is great scope for original research in areas such as
Coolemon, Yarrangobilly or even Jenolan.

NEXT G.M. JULY 9th SEE NOTICYE WITHIN —,
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23rd GENERAL MEETING, 11th JUNE

- For the first time in three years or so the Soairty had
a special guest speaker at its mesting. The occasion was doubly
noteworthy in that the speaker was an authority on karst morphology
and a caver of many years standing, well known to many earlier
seneration members of the Society. Joe Jennings has inspected karst
i.e. cave) features in many parts of the world but on this occasion
he dealt with his exhesustive research at VWee Jasper, an area some-
times visited by the Society. The most informative talk was illust-
rated by excellent slides of some caverns which because of their
size are most difficult to photograph well.
For those members interosted in pursuing their knowledge

of cave development and karstic features, some notes and references
%o literature compiled by Joe are available in the Library,
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FROM_RUSSIA WITH LOVE AND 54th GENERAL MEETING

egotiations are at present under way for a first-release
extravaganza in 35mm and SUSSCOPE, to be screened (it is hoped) at
the next G.M. on July 9 at 7.30 in the usual place. Smuggled at
great rigk through the Iron Curtain, "From Russia with Love" starring
Margaret Innes is an exposé of the USSR in the 1950's. The supporting
attraction will be a documentary on Scandinavia. Box office plans
are now open,
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ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO YEARBOOK

Those who have not yet received their 1964 Yearbook
should apply forthwith to the Secretary. Apologies are tendered for
the irregular pagination and typozraphical errors--this was due to
the great haste with which the Yearbook was compiled.

Please note the following alterations and additions to
the membership list:- :

Full Members: Transfer Dick Crowle from Prospective list
add: EKNOWLAND, Peter Lot 1, Sagars Road, Kenthurst

HINWOOD, Jeffry 162 Shaftesbury Rd. Eastwood 8568562
Corresponding lMember
CAMPBELL, _I*Ioegf__P.D. Box 99, Armidale, N.S.W.

Prospective lMember
BRYSON, Allan P. 3 Clanville Road, Roseville 462017

CLOTH BADGES

For sheer ostentatiougiulgarity you can't go past a
genuine SUSS cloth badge. Sew several om your pack and parka--it
might assist you when hitching., Also, SUSS badges are very useful
for patching strategic areas of your trog-suit. Barbara Dew will be
pleased to supply any number at 2/3 each,
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BASH-HATS

' For the very latest in speleological millinery, the
Safety Center, 42-48 Pacific Highway, North Sydney (XB6061) can
supply you with fibre-glass bash-hats at 38/6 each, plus 4/- if you
want a headlamp bracket and flex-clip so that you can pass yourself
off as a Newcastle or UNSW speleo. (might be useful in emergencies)

EQUIPMENT QOFFICER

Due largely to matrimonial commitments, Jeff Hinwood has
resigned the post of Equipment Ociffer. His successor is Wade King.
When presenting your congratulations you might also tell him what
you did with all that SUSS Equipment you have been hoarding these
last couple of years.

TRIP REPORTS

YARRANGOBILLY 4-7 June Tom Landecker
. The long awsited gate wias finally installed in the Rest-
oration Cave. No other details of the trip are available, .

WOLLONDILLY-BE:RIMA RIVER ARTA 27 March _ ~ Jenny Anderson

As a result of a report of a cave in this area, a one-day
surface exploration trip was undertaken. A search of most of the
valley allegedly containing the cave failed to find even so much ..,
as a patch. of limestone, least of all a cave. Further exploration
will be undertaken in the future to locate the cave, which allegedly
containsg some formation.

JENQLAN gE—E4 Max ; John Dunkley
Thwarted in a bid to continue surveying minor side-pass-

ages in Lower Level Mammoth, the party attacked a high (estimated
40'+) chimney at the end of Smirnoff's Passage (so called for want
of a better name). Pitons were used as an experiment in an effort
to gain traction on the extremely smooth limestone which is covered
with a thin layer of muddy water, without success. Efforts had to
be abandoned affer a little more than three hours because the air
in this ckember appears to be almost super-saturated with moisture.
After two hours it was impossible to light a match or candle, but
trog-lamps continued to burn. Visibility was down to five feet. More
work in this area may reap dividende as the chimney in question
obviously carries a large volume of water in flood—time. Traces of
small pieces of charcoal and wood were observed.

TUGLOW 23-24 May L Allison Jessup

For some participating members at least,. most of the events
of this trip occurred in getting there. A certain Vauxhall succeeded
in getting~from Windsor to the top of Five-mile Hill without the
generator. The night was spent in the Grand Arch. No report is yet
forthcoming from those who did make it through to Tuglow, but it is
believed that the main cave was thoroughly looked at.
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RECORDS, LE GOUFFRE BERGER, AND RECENT ADDITIONS TO SUSS LIBRARY

The Gouffre Berger is widely known as the deepest known
cave in the world and those who have rezd Cadoux's "1000 Metres Down"
will agrec that here is caving on 2 mountainecring Scale. However
recent periodicals from overseas show that interst in this cave is
growing to internmational proportions; it has definitely not yet been
'trogged out'. Following the initial French expeditions (sce "1000
Metres Down") subsequent assaults have plumbed the cave to -3705 Feet
A Belgian-American expedition renched the bottom in July 1963 (see
NS5 News, Vol.22, Mo.3, March 1964) and a few days later s separate
British party dived through the ferminal sump but was stopped by a
second syphon for lack of equipment ("Cave Science”, Vol.5, No., 34
October 1963). The crisp account of this expedition minimizcos whnt
must have becn an enormous fest.of organisation and preoision Leamwork

25ottsterrat, Vol II, No.5 {Bologna Speleo. Group, Italy)
contains an account of the 3 Nationnl Expedition to the Spluga
della Preta, situated near Verona a2t the head of the Adriatic Sea.
Cxploration lasting three weecks resulted in the known depth of the
cave being extended from 619 to 879 metres. At 2883 fe:t the Spluza
della Preta therefore displaces the celebrated Gouffre de 1a Pierre

Saint-Martin as the second deepest known eave in the world, after
the Berger.

Speaking of records, there is an authoritative discussion
entitled "For the Record" by a SUSS contact, Trevor Shaw, printed
in the NS5 BULLLTIN, Vol.21, pt.1 The article contains documentaed
facts on the deepest, lomgest and largest caves in the world, The
same Bulletin contains sometime SUSS President Brian O'Brients =ri-
icle on "Speleology in Australia®

"The Cave. of Rouffignac" by L-R Nougier and R. Robert
If you coan't read literal transiations of that odd dialeet krown
as Casteret-French, but still want to know something about French
caves, here is the answer. "This book is intensely French and thercin
lies much of its chorm" says the dust-jacket blurb. It is concecrned
with prehistoric paintings 2and archaeology but is very readable and
certainly not of merc academic. interest. "The hook tells us of the
fascinating animal world revealed in the Cave of Rouffignac, of
hordes of mammoths and of rhinosceroses contemporary with Stone Age
man ... of the amazing story of these pointings in a cave which had
been known for centuries (since 1575 in fact), 2nd the difficultics
encountered in establishing their genuineness.

SPACE-FILLER

In case you have by now forgotten what wns contained on
page two, this paragraph, which is here for no other reason than to
£fill this page of the newsletter, will serve to remind you that the
next General Mreting of the Society will be held in the usual place
at 7.30pm on Thursday 9 th July 1964,
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CAVING LITERATURE

I have received a number of queries about the availability
of popular books about caves and caving of which Casteret's are the
best known and most casily obtainable. A quick survey around town
shows that there are at least twenty full-length books on the subject
readily accessible in Sydney. In the list below, F indicates the book
is available in the Fisher Library, S the SUSS Library, M the Mitchell
and C the main City of Sydney Library. Most of Casteret's books are
also available in the various municipal librories.

Great Britain

British Caving ; C.H.D.Cullingford (ed.) FSC
Britain Underground (catalozue of British caves) 5
Underzround MAdvonture A.Gemmel & J.0.Myers M
Caving: Lpisodes of Underground Adventure E.A.Baker I
Deep Down G.Hozg C
Life and Death Underground James Lovelock S
France
Ten Years under the Earth Norbert Casteret F3C
Cave lien 0ld and New " == M
My Caves = —-- M
The Darkness under the Darth o= ="- MC
The Descent of Pierre Saint-Martin -"- =" Mc
llore Years under the Tarth == - SC
Subterranean Climbers Pierre Chevalier MC
Caves of Adventure Haroun Tazieff MC
Caves and Cave Diving Guy de-Lavaur - SMC
1000 Metres Down Jean Cadoux FSC
The Cave of Rouffignac L-R Nougier & R.Robert 3
Austria
The World of Caves Anton Lubke FC
The Wilderness under the Earth H.%.EBranke MC
United States of America
Caves of Mystery J.S5.Douglas FMC
Celebrated American Caves .E.Mohr (ed.) i

The Caves Beyond
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