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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
JULY
7 Friday Night - ANNUAL SUSS DINNER - at the Union Ring Mick Morris
(407180), or see
Geoff Butlin at
Fisher Library.
8-9 Tuglow
Combined trip with Macquarie University Mountain- Dennis Ward
gering Society 6442497

13 GENERAL MEETING - 3rd Floor Geography Building 7.30pm.
22=23 Wombeyan : Bar‘ggﬁa Dew
575

ALUGUST
Nothing organised so far, but the Committee remains open to any sugg estions.
Skiing trips, caving trips, or sand shovelling trips to Surfers Paradise, etc.
Ring Harley Wright
461196
Alison Jessup
444016

SEPTENBER .
14 GENERAL MEETING - Usual place, usual time.

N.B., THERE WILL BE NO GENERAL MEETING 1IN AUG UST.

F.S. DOIT FORGET THE DINHER. 25/~ single, 45/=- double,
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SUB.-EDITORTAL

_ The question of trips rears its ugly head. Like Londons Noble Fire
Brigade, we started the year with Courage high and Hearts Lglow- it was to be a
big year for the Society, : _

In recruiting new members we were particularly successful (thanks large-
Iy to the efforts of Ron Murray on the stall), but since then th ere has been a
dearth of trips and activities, Surely in a Society of this size, this should
not be hard to organise.

The Dinner is on again. New and o0ld members {prospectives and oth er-
wise) are exhorted to attend. Last year was a good "rort" and th is year will
be even better, (or worse, depending on your point- of view). Ring Mick lorris
at 407180 or ask for Geoff Butlin at Fisher Library before the 5th of July,

Once again the ritual chant, handed down from Editor to Editor -
FLEASE CAll WE HAVE MORE MATERTYAL, FOR THE NEWSLETTER! ! Stories, news items, trip
reporte all will be gladly received - give them to any of the Committec Members,
hand written, typed, whatever.

Moving from one ritual to arother I would like to take this opportunity
to congratulaoto the Editor on the attainment of hor mjority.

Finally, in a morec sombro vein, I would like to express my sympathy to
Maleolm Watson on the rocens doath of his father. His loss at this time isg all
the more saddening, coming as it did on the evé of his wedding to Elise Hilliard,
on the 8th of July.

On bohalf of the Socicty, congratulations and best wishes to Malcolm and
Elise for the futurc.

fele

HERALD (SYDNFY MORNING), June_29 ;

LONLON.- After three days of searchifg rescuers found the bodies of five ™
potholers drowned on the weckend at the Mossdale cavern in Y orkshire. It was
thought possible that the sixth man, John Ogden, of Colne, Lancashire, may have
found a safe place in one of the passages above the level of the flocdwaters
which poured into the eavern after heavy rain,

——

If a cros s appears in this Sguare, your membership has now expired and as you

have not paid your subseription, this will be the last Newsletter you will

receive until you are again financial,

Current membership rates are -

Frospective (6 months) : $0.50
Full (graduate) :.$2.00
Full (undergraduate)”™ ' $2.00
Associate $2,00
Correspond ing : : $1.50

L1}

LIBRARIANS NOTE: -
For the benefit of those interested, I have discovered in the library
a glossary of Cornish Tin Mining Terms, Please apply in writing,
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The following letter has been received from C S S : -~

The Dip Cave — Wee Jasper

Last week on the 24th June, six members of C S S were dolng some work on
the far side of Punchbowl, 4t about 4,30pm there wos a muffled roar and the whole
of the hill shook. It was originally thought that perhaps part of Punchbowl had
collapsed, but a very quick tripthrough proved this to be incorrect,

Purely by chance we decided to look at Number 3 extension in the Dip
Cave yesterday., Initial investigations in the rock fall at the end of Number 3
seriss which gives access to the extension indicates that the lower scctions of
this rock fall have settled anything up to 10 feet and is extremely unstable,

A trip across Number 4 scries and into series 5 uncovercd a lot of
freshly bre-ten decoration. Fo sttempt wos made to get as far as Dismal Chamber,

Liz'you will be awarc the Dip Cave is approx, i mile directly across
country from the Punchbowl Hill, and the viclence of the noise, which was heard
cbout 2 miles away by a group from the Hational University Caving Club, could
perhaps have been cauged by the collapse of the roof in Number 3 extensoin -
thers is certainly no surface evidence of eollapse. The only evidence of collapse
in a knoun cave is the settling of the rock fall which used to give access to the
extension.

It was thought that we should advisc all N.S.W. societies of this
collapse, and to warn them of the extremely unstable nature of the rock pile,

Ian Nankivell
Hon. Sec.

CLI-BIIG _ CiLLS
. Lis pointed out by Faul Jackson at a recent meeting, it's about time
moré 8 U S S members became acquainted with, and started to use, standard
climbing calls,

Whenbeing belayed up a ladder or difficult pitch it is often diffieult
for either party at the ends of the rope to hear what the other is saying, due to
both poor acoustics and the freguent use of lurid colloquialisms. It can be most
disconcerting to request that the rope be pulled up, in the middle of a hairy
c¢limb, only to be misinterpreted and find more rope conming cown. Over many years
rock climbers have evolved a simple code of ealls which if used correctly
would reduce much of the present confusion.

BELOW  isscrcamed ou by the higher bloke when a rock or equipment has
been accidently dropped or whon he is pitching a rope over or when any other
article, liable to cause injury, obeys the law of gravity,

TIE OF, Having lowered the rope, the chap at the top thus tells the
"belayce™ that he may tie on (i.es. the top end of the rope is sccured and won't
come crashing down on him. :

CLIMB WHEN RELDY, When the belayer (bloke at the top) is firmly sec-
ured, he indicates that he is ready for the climber to comc up.

UF ROFE . The person boing belayed indieates by this call, either
while climbing or at the commencement of the elimb, that he wishes the rope to be
pulled up. He does NOT say "up slack" or "less rope".

THAT'S ME . To save being cut in half by the belay rope the chap
clirbing indicates that there is no slack in the rope. With a long belay e.g. 140!
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Climbing Calls (cont.)

in the Drum, it is very difficuli for the belayer to tell, due to the weight of
the rope, whether he is in fact pulling on the person or not.

CLIBING . When the elimber first moves from the ground, or recomm—
ences to climb after a spell, ho awakens the bod on the top end of the rope thus.

MORE SLACK . 1 the tension in the belay rope is too great, or the
climber is moving laterally or down (under control) he asks the belayer for more
8lack,

FALLTIG 11! It is hoped that this never has to be used. If you do
fall, however, ploasc raisc your voice. Fred Naik up top night be having another
SNODE0e

It is hoped that tho two calls UP ROPE and MORE SLACK will never more
have their prepositions interchanged, If you have too much slack and call™up
slack" instcad of UP ROPE, the bolayer may only hcar Mslack" and give you morg.
slack.

_ There would scen to be no inprovement that could be mado in thesc calls
for caveing, oxcept porhaps NEXT for use whon somcbody has finishod a ladder elimb
without a belay rope and tho ladder is froe for the noxt person. :

H owever, it sometince hapness that one can't be heard from onc ond of a
ladder to the other e:g. Tuglew cn the lost piteh down to the river, In this
Particular casc, when going down, the ladder ofton gets caught and when the per-
son gets off the ladder remaina under tension. Those at the top waiting to go
down think that therc is scncuody on it, and, not being able to hear from those
below, have no idea when the ladder is free. Froyed tempers invariably result.
It is suggestod that whistlcs be used for communication from top to bottom just
to indicate when tlw 1odder is froe, a code being sgrecd upon beforchand, This
has been tried cnce and feind ¢uite sucecssful.,

H, Wright .

uo.ac.nnﬂ"r-:lll--‘!'.ul.?;,r".--"'\p&ﬂfnﬁtgnqnuﬁ‘v:uﬂﬁni

THANKS

Bro, Mickolas, fomor Presiden’ of the Unitod States National Speleologieal
Socicty gave a fascinating cccount of the 1964 oxpedition to the Rio Camuy cav
of Puerto Rico, Theas prosent wili not cas 11y forget the stupendous size of tho:
chambers shown in tho acconponying siides. Thoy would casily dwarf the largest of
the Nullarbor caves, and the cave has so far been followed for cight miles,

I _CONGIUSION

GIRLS 1! ~ You too can partake cof the fest ivities te be held on
Friday, <uly 7th, at the
{NNUAL SUSS DINKER
Dont mizs this golden opportunitys SUSS's answor
to the Sadic Hawkin's Day Racd., :

St oy b oS bt by e bbb
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DEZPEST and LONGEST CAVES IN THE WORLD

—_—— e ——————————

) The International Union of Speleology has circulated a new
revised list of the deepest, longest ete, caves in the world.

Longest - Holloch (switzerland) 58 miles

By comparison, longest in Australia is Exit Cave (Tas.)
surveyed length 6 miles, another ¥+ mile or so known.

Deepest - Pierre Saint Martin (France/ Spain) SV

Gouffre Berger (France) 36801
Australia - Mini-Martin/Exit Cave (Tas.) 720!
Highest - Rakhiot Feak Cave (Nanga Parbat, Nepal) elev., 21, 845"
Australia - probably at Cooleman, or possibly
in Tasmania. At least 4OOO!
Deepest vertical drop
Sotano de las Golondrinas (Mexico) 1069
Gouffre de Juhé (Spain) 1030!
Pierre Saint lMartin (France / Spain)1017"'

Australia = Mini-martin/Exit Cave (Tas.) 360'

OTHER _OVERSEAS _NEWS

Developments over the past few years in the use of artificial
nids to abseiling have enabled very long drops to be negotiated by
rope, with consequent savings in time and equipment. The techniques
were developed in the United States and tested extensively on the
surface before use. In August 1967 a well-drilled team of U.S.
cavers descended the 1017' Lepineux shaft in Pierre Saint liartin
using a +-inch, 1200' Samson rope. . It was possible to prusik out,
the whole operation taking less time that the old Prench winch used
to take. They have also been down Soltano de las Golondrinas by
the same method.

L joint French/ Spanish society has established a permanent
symmer camp at Pierre Saint Martin and is laddering the Spanilsh
entrance to assist in exploration within. There are several
problems arising mainly from the fact that twa of the entrances fo
the cave are in France and one in Spain, with no customs post in

Deswearts (refs: N.8.8. News Jan. 1968 & TFeb, 1968)

A method is being developed to enable predictions of underground
drainage to be made by constructing flood waves (e.,g. damming and
suddenly releasing a stream), Flood waves travel faster than water
particles and therefore fluorescein.

(refs New Zealand 5.S. Bulletin no. 64, Dec. 1967
Cave Research Group Newsletter no. 98, Dec '65)
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This seemz t¢ be the final

State backq chapter 1n one of the most vehement
» conservstion taitles in Austrelian

N & history. it shows thet even The
camh.ﬂ?d weight of the Nationel

e quarrles Parks Association, th Institutbe

- of Architects, the Ketionzl Trust

at Colong

The State Government,
considersd that limestona!
mining in the Colong
Caves Reserve was in the
public  interest,  thel |
Minister for Mines, M:!
W. €. Fife, said yester-

dav.

Aszociated Portland
Crment Manufacturers
(Australia) Lid, proposes

to mine the reserve, in the!
mu'!h.rn Blue Mountaing.
for limestane for m:mcntr
manufrcivre.

Mature preservation |
socicties oppnse the pro-i
poanf.

ERSENTIAL

The managing director
of the company, Mr IT°.
E. Taylor, said in Swdpey:
on Thorsduy that there
were mo limestone deposils

n reach of the main
cement market svitable as
mining ailernatives to the
TesRETVE,

Mr Fife safid vesterday
that the Goverrment care.
fully considered all pamects
of the company’s applica-!
tion 1o mine limestone n)
the Mount Armeonr loeatity,
near Colong before apree-|
ing, on Jaavary 17, "-‘E‘.-‘
thai an additional :m'uﬂ:i

Tha Sydney Morning Heralg.

Sal, Apvil 20, tosg

icase should be granted to
the company in this
lceality,

He said the’ company
alresddy beld two adjoining

| lerscs gramied in 1955 and

a  lurlber lease nearby
Eranizd ia 1958, -

In ail, fhe coverape of
tise  holdings  amonnted
to less than 200 acres on
the fringe of ap ren of
abeut 100000 ac-es pra-
possd  at the Kanangra-
Bovd Natiomal Park.

“The Associsted Port
iand C-:mcn*. grovp  also
operales .n'rﬂ.tnn\, Quarries
at Marglan, bue additanal
igsarveg  an the  Colong
ares are essential fo pro-
vite the necosszry amounts
of limestons 1o emsune
continusus  opsralion oo
a largs scale pr Meldon”
he zaid,

Mr Fife szid the Gov-
ernmeni ook inte accournt
representations by nature
prescrvation societies, baot
decided that in the pubiic
intzrest 2 forther  lease
ghould be granled.

“The cement indusicy in
M.E W, iz most imporian:
{or fhe State economw apd
its product must be renson.
ably priced.” he said,

“Incranssd  cozls  have

placed that  industry  and
IJ.S.\V. 20 a3 disedvantags
compared with other States,

“Already some coment
ix being introducad  into
N.EW. frem Tasmania.

“Surely it is impractic-
abie to suppest Ihatl lime-
stone deposils in remote
locaiities should be worked
it preference  to fhome
cimser  {p prircipal mares

kats,

“Alwer mining operaiions
# iz pelieved that  the
effects of palvse  would
opt io restors the area

o ¥x former siafe
c‘: “iderness in a relative.
Iy short tirme.”

the Nature Corservatiom Courcil an

many other bodiss is ‘ﬁsuffic en
to outvote povwerful minineg interasts
This is not the placz toc argue
the economiecs of limestons nining.
If APCM Ltd. savs thzt the cheszpest
source is by despoiling the Colong
area, who is to srgue? “hroughout
the history ef man, increasing
standsrds of 1iving have been ob-
tained =t tne sxpense of the nazural
gnvirenment. The ”ﬂresuv aN¢ grass-
lands of Horth Afries and the Middle
Bast fed the ezrliisst eoiwilizsiions
and in the ppoesss beosme deserts.
Only one small zrove remsins of ths
once wldesprzad cedsrs of lLebaren
which bullt tre first greas tracing
nation. On pubiic holidsys vizsitors
sre turnei sway from Vosemite and
Great ﬁmﬂﬂj Yountzings ¥ationsl
Farks., Ceving eclubs in the ¥endins
and Ycrksn*Je hook weeks ahesc znd
par 2/= e2ch to pursue thair sport,

ing at Wee quhpﬂ now hursts your
“GGKﬂL and is to conme,

Tl ™ a8

The conservetion dilemms tedsy
is c¢ne or "anﬁti“‘ land-use inter-
ests. The conservetionists +tnen-
selves cannot *1:9? on the bas:t nse
for a given sres of land and they
have %o contend with minsrz ard
dﬁvelopers Ea we1i. It is neot sufi-
ieisnt to 3 the gxcmonic
interssets nd tia peonl
are best served hling goods
to be pr“d 680EST DCSS=
ible means ognise
that rost er in
leisure <time a2zed

o
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standards made available through longer work hours. Perhaps they
may even prefer leisure to cheaper cement, there is no way of
telling. But the decision need never have arisen. If N.S5.W.
nan't make cement cheaper than Viectoria or Tasmania without going
to Colong, why not concentrate on scmething they can produce
more cheaply ? Competition is fine, but the concessions granted
to the mining company are such as to suggest that the publie is
in effect subsidising an economically protected industry, llhat
other conclusions can be drawn when the annual rental for the
site at Colong is %23 - that's right, twenty-three dollars -
plus a 5c. per ton royalty payable on demand only 3 and g
ludicrously low indemnity of B2,000 against damage,

When Kanangra - Boyd National Park is ever promulgated, the
public will no doubt be charged for the use of facilities s Just
as they are now at Kosciusko. TFew would object to this if they
felt that, whatever the merits of the Colong mining, the company
was at least paying a worthwhile fee for its depredations,

REVIEW "Rucksack" - March 1968

bimonthly , numerous photographs , 30 pages
photo - offset reproduction s £ood bond paver

According to its title page, this is "an Australian maga-
zine on bushwalking, rockelimbing, caving, canoeing, ski touring,
mountalneering and conservation.” The activities catered for

are all more or less 'out-sports'. As such, they have no well-
0iled organizational machine s NOT 2 well—heeied paying spectator.
The literature is thus not cheap and is definitely for the enth-
usiiﬁt,i This ;?tempttto bring together what the editors deseribe

s e 'rucksac spor is highly commendable, though hardl

ikely to be very p‘refifgable. ® ‘Fzrhe articles 1ive l%:p tg the
aims of the magazine and the art-work is really excellent when
one considers that it is done by amateurs (the editors are well-
known Gary Steer and John Davisg. For the caver there is a piece
on legalised vandalism at Colong and a review of "Caves of the
Hullarbor", ~ Submissions and subscriptions (83 for 10 issues)
may be sent to 39 Balls Head Road, Waverton, N.5.W. 2060,

£ — . 17
"Cuevas y Fictografias" by A. Nuhez Jimenez. Havana, Cuba, 1967

Seflor Jimenez is one of SU3S's most prolific correspondents.,
It's a great pity that the stuff he sends is in Spanish (and we
have a lot of itga This 146-pagebook is beautifullyprinted and
illustrated, with many colour photos and charts. It concerns two
Cuban caves (Garcia Robiou and Ambrosio) and their cave paintings
which are definitely thought to be pre-Columbian,
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NEW ABSETLING DEVICE - The RAPPELENDER

We have gll wished for a simple, lightweight device with
which to both abseil and ascend. Well, it's here - the rappelender
(see sketch). Since size is not critical, dimensions are not
given. The operation is obvious, but a few words might help,

IF'or abseiling, a seat sling is hocked in under not over the
pseudo-curvilinear trichotometric insert and the line twisted
anti-clockwise, locking out of the space betwosn the centre of
each and the other. Do not bisect the centre-line unless using
the left-hand, in which case at least two, As an ascender, a
clockwise twist is employed but loocking into the opening, when
both facing left and between, but not behind.

Since its advantages are epparent, as any fool can see, April
is an appropriate month to revesl the device,

e

-

by G.P.Burdell
in N.S.8, lNews 2% , 4, p. 70

paer'

]

AN ARTICLE OF INTEREST

"An analysis of the Meandering Tendency of Serpentine Cave",
by E.D. Ongley. J.Hydrol, 6 : 15~ 32 (1968)

It isn't often that a member of SUSS produces a paper that
finds its way into the overseas literature, let alone professional
journals. The statistics in this paper may deter you, but the
results are understandable. Ed establishes that passage direct-
lons in Serpentine Cave, Jenolan, are random distributed, not
joint-controlled. The guestion arises whether the winding form
suggests that cavern geometry may have parameters similar to
thos e of surface meanders.,
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FURTHER ANNOUNCEMEILS FIC.

Some peobnle have apparently had difficulty in gaining entry
for'cars . to the University grounds on meeting nights. The
Secretary has accordingly arranged with the authorities for the
latest copy of this Neuwslectter to bte shown bty members wanting
to park their cars in the grounds. However, you may have
%iff%culty in getting in if ycu arrive too early (before about

$30).

HOT ICEBOARD

The noticetecard in Science Rcad has been ressurected for the
nth time. It is hopedcto keep it up-to-date this time, so if you
want to know about future trips, forthcoming meejings ete,
consult this.

.

: - +
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Cn the 17th May, 1968, the wedding will occur of our
Librarian, Glenn fdunt, to Frances Moore. Best wishes &re
extended to both of then,

i X e
TRIP LEALER.
Chiris FPieldhouse 94 Barker Rd., Strathfield 76-5028
has been approved bty the Tommittee as an Authorised Trip

Leader.

CHANGED ADDRESS.
Glenn & Frances Huni (aftexr May 17)-

23 Hipwood St, Nth. Sydney 929-8675
New Members. We weleone the follouing new Prospective members:-
Peter Best 25 Gardner Ave., Ryde
I, Heckenburg 96 Hughes St., Catramatta 72-909%
Alan Holley 11 Fisher Ave.,, Ryde
Adrian Hulcome 4 Delecta Ave., Beauty Point
Bruce Overton 43 Second Ave., Campsie
D. Rieseberg 55 Culver St., Ramsgate
Bartara Roberts 14 West Wonoona Pde., Oatley ilest
4. Szramka 23 Knight St., Cabramatta
Bob Walker 80 Golfers Pde., Pymtle

As Shakespeare said 2t the end of Othello,
"That's all there iz, there ain't no Moor."
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This month we present a new feature. From time to time, we
intend to putlish some of the better songs not found in normal
Songbooks.They will be published on the back page so that they
can. be.easily removed from the rest of the Newsletter and
stapled or pinned together., If you have any which you consider
suitable, send them in to Box 35, The Union.However, please
keep them reasonatly clean. These songs were kindly supplied
by Stuart Bwing and Hugh Jones.

MEN OF CAVING
TUNE: Men of Harlech. K. Stillman
A, Jones

C. Court

Men of caving, jump to glory

Down the hole which gapes before ye,
See the bats a-hovering o'er ye
Aiming accurately.

Speleos let's P.0.Q. it-

Doesn't take a high I.Q. to-

See they're dropping too much — on
Poor old you and me.

Now they're swooping lower
And I think they show a

Trick or two

In dropping you

A morsel of their G.U.A.N.0.A.

Now we are cavers and we skite

We do not mind a tit of —

But when it's falling left and right
It's only wise to flee,

+ + +

SWING TO RESCH'S

TUNE: Swing to Dixie.

Swing to Resch's Pilsener,

Todayi Today,

Resch's comes from alky land
Swing to Resch's Pilsener

R. B. 8. Cs Ho 18,

Swing to Resch's Pilsener and D.A.



