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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

JUNE
29-30 Wombeyan Barbtara Dew
68-L51YL (W)
JULY
L GENIRAL MEET TNG Top floor,
Geography Building
7+« 30 p.m.
5 ANNUAL SUSS DINNER Geoff Butlin
Late July Cliefden Denis Ward
AUGUST Sl-2h9y
1 GENZRA, MEETING Georraphy Building

7:30 p.m.
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EDITORIAL

A glanece at the front page reveals a poor situation. Two
trips ran in as many months! While, no doubt, the July meeting
will be overrun by people clamouring to run trips, this is
unfair to many people who, while unable to atterd meetings,
still wish to go caving, due to the fact that these trips will
not te able to be included in the Newsletter. SUSS has a large
crop of Trip Leaders and it isg a poor sijuation when none kbut
two of these can find the time and/ or energy required to lead
& trip during this period. If you are a trip leader and wish
to lead a trip, but are unable to come to the meeting, drop a
line to Box 35 or ring me up and let me know about it in
Plenty of time for it to te included in the Newsletter,

GENZRAL MEETING

The 78th General Meeting of the Sydney University Fipongita
Speleological Society will be held on the top floor of the
Geography Building, Sydney University, at 7.30 p.m. én July b,
1965, Guest speaker for the evening will te Athol Atrahams,
from S.U.B.W. , who will give a talk, illustrated with slides,
of mountaineering in N.Z. s Plus numerous other things.

At the last Committee Meeting, the following members were
admitted to full membership of the Sceietys

Angela DUNN Zygmunt SZRAMKA

—_—

Quote of the week wyean century:-

Quite!
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HANDZOOI
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Queve up now to get your cnpy of the best pukliecation
econzerning general caving vet publlisbed in Ausirelia- The
A.5.7. Handbock,. This 300-phzge beowt is a8 pine of inform2tiion
(no pun interdedl), with articles on technique, equiprent,
and cave liestz of Australisn ceve ArseAas,

411 this for a mers $3.50 to members, and #3.00 to

non-rembers. Appiiscctione muy be made &t SUSS meetines or
addressed to SUSS, Bew 35, The Unisn, Sydney Universiiy.

At b e et b

SUSS PROUDLY PRESENTS ITS
_2QTH_ANNIVERSARY DINNER

To be held on Friday, July 5, 1968, in the Holme and
Sutherland rooms, Sydney University Union, at 6.30 p.m.

COST: Single:- ¥3.00
Double:- #5.50

If you did not receive the eireular sent out by Geoff Butlin
and wish to go, please send your name and address together with
the necessary cabh to Geoff Butlin at P.0. Box 29 Roseville
2069, Or ask for Geoff at Fisher Library.

Applications must be in by June 29,
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Content of motion passed 4¢ t.¢ June 5, 1900 general meeting
of BUSS:- .
"That we contider the: wac granting oi mining leases
in the Mt. Armour / Unlong a=ea te the Associated Portland
Cement Manufacturing vompany f: vt in the national interest
or even in the interests of ithe State, as has been elaimed
Ly the Government in deferrc oo ihis action, and we feel
that to regain los* public faith ihe Government must hold a
putlic inquirg to recousider the granting of these leases,"

I X h THi,'T.. Tl =
Ik bR R »
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Some Aztivitics on the Wee Je8pal Froshers:® Trivp.

March 9-10, 1948 Graham Bradley
Thy large suriap 8t this trin w2s divided inie wWe parties
which visited Aifferany -avez,

After preliminary ladder-climbing, rope-climting,
knot-tying and abseiling—cum—prmsikking exercises the two -
parties headed off to their respective caves: one to the Dip
@nd the other to Punchbowl.

The Dip party entered through the rutkish tip and some
through the Daylight Hole bty abteeiling. Several fantastic
first-cave-abseils wer~ Se2n. The party then headed off into
extensions 3,4 &5 with reasonstle success,

Back at camp on Saterday night was seen a sort of Battle
of the Sounds with Hugh Jones!' vigorous hearty singing
drowning out the much more sukbdued and less spontaneous
folk-singing led by Margaret Parkes,

On Sunday the Parties split up again, some going to the Dip,
others to Punchbowl and also Dogleg.

The Dogleg party started off very enthusiastically
hesitated a little (in anticipation of things to ooms)
at the first bit of shallow mud and water, then plunged on
into the cave, The sand-siphon was negotiated after a little
digging and a short ladder set un to the wet upper passage,
The mud siphon was not very wet, btut consisted of highly
viscous mud which seemed very reluctant to release any
unfortunate trog who happened to get stuck while crawling
through, The party finally reached thevend rock-pile where
keener memters did some exploration. About half the party
returned to the surface at this stage, The remaining six keen
trogs, (Ron Murray, Bruce Kirbty, Lois Seddons, Rick Daniel,
Anne ? and myself (G.B.)} enigaged in a kit of acting and/or
caving and some photographic activity was noted. On returning
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through the mud-siphon some tright nut realised it was great
fun to slide down the mMid-81lope seesvessBLOGOPlcissinssneana
into the mud-siphon, whereupon a spontaneous mud-wallow ensued.,
Horrifying photographs were taken of trogs in various stages

of immersion in the evil thick mud. One mud-encrusted Fentax
EV managed to be extricated from the mess,

The party pulled out to the surface and was driven in Ron
Murray's LR down to the Goodradigbee where most jumped in
fully trogged-up to wash the mud off. Lois and Anne in their
bikinis contrasted sharply with the mud-encrusted -trogsuit
clad males. (strangely enougheseeees)

The last two cars of the party left ijee Jasper about 6 p.nm.
and headed for home.

WYANBENE 20-21 April, 1968 Graham Bradley

This was a combined SUSS=CSS trip, the purpose of which
was to survey serpentine passages for Ed Ongley's geomorphology
studies, and to have a look at the new extension.

Four 5USS people (excluding Vicki Ongley) and four CSS
people made up the party which entered Main Wyantene Cave at
atout 11 a.m. on Saturday.

One sprained ankle had bteen sustained before entering the
cave and Id sprained his ankle in the cave, so the two injured
(Zd and Noel) remained tehind to survey the meanders while the
remaining six pushed on into the New Extension.

Some really deep (atout 24 ft) "quicksand" mud had to be
traversed and some tricky muddy chimneys and slippery
mudslopes were negotiated to reach the beautiful blue-green
pool at the end of the 3Ixtension. Some really teautiful
gypsum flower and calcite crystal formations were seel,
however little stalactite-stalagmite or straw growth was
observed.

The "Gunbarrel" in the New Zxtension was also visited. This
is a very large and impressive dome-pit with water-carved
"rifling"” down the walls. The vertical development of the
dome-pit is rather great and the topmwas not really wvisitle
beyond a constriction in the upper part. Vertieal development
of the dome-pit has removed all limestone and most of the
collapse material on the floor consists of tlack cherty
material, some conglomerate and slaty material, It is aquite
conceivatle that such vertical development with full collapse
from the surface in would result in a feature comparable in
size to the Big Hole further north.

Much of the collapse material in the New Extension is very
fresh and unstable and care should bte exercised to avoid
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dislodging btoulders.

The party then moved back out, met Zd and Noel who had
completed surveying, and by this time were amusing themselves
by running around té keep warm. The party then continued back
out through the wet cold river passages and emerged into the
night air akvout 7 p.ms feeling cold and miseratle, However
hot soup provided ty Vicki and a campfire revived everyone.

On Sunday the Ongley-mokbile party (SUSS) drove out to the
Big Hole and a tit of Newtonian physies was carried out to
estimate the hole's depth. Ve arrived baclk at the Kombi-van
Jjust in time to greet the €3S i's which had driven out also
to have a look at the Big Hole.

A relatively unhurried trip home was only interrupted by
& trief sojourn at Berrima's Historic Oldest Licensed Lnn.,

CLIEFDEN April 6-7 Rick Daniel

Rick Daniel (L), Denis Ward (M), Ron Murray (M), Graham
Bradley (M), Zygmunt Szramka(P), Joanne Griffiths (p).,
Jim Seatrook (i), Dale Robinson (V).

Most of the party arrived at atout 2 a.m. LAfter usual
sloth-type trealifast the next morning Taplow Flat Cave was
entered at aktout 11 a.m. with the object of mapping sections
of the cave. The maze section of the new section was mapped
and also anothar "wing" of the old maze. Th e two parties came
out at about 7 p.m. Feed was had, then sleeping bags were hit,
Sunday the parties :ntered Taplow Flat Cave at 10 a.p, with
the otject of surveying main fall rooms in the "old section",
After an exhilarating E% hours of mapping we emerged at 2.30
P.m. ith the two parties, 2,300 feet of cave survey was
completed. From the results T think that the weekend was
very successful.

I L i, e

HAVE YOU PAUD YOUR FEES YET % ik

If a cross appea®s in tha square below it can be taken as
& sign that the gods are displeased and can only be
progitiated by an offering exactly equal to your fees fop

1968-9, which are: Full & Associate- 2,50
Prospective- 50¢
F e ot e
+ + Please give your offering to the
+ - + Treasurer at the next meeting or
Fo send it to Box 35, The Union,

Sydney University
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BUCIAT = LURRIHDAL pestier 4 12«15 oril John Dunitley
JoWLLLoy 4 Dolred , G,T03esun 4 CaTesuam y Ladassup 4 H.ouurrsy,
GeSTEALIE ¢ Goiunt o Ja20vkes | 3. 0eniol ’ ﬁ.%ﬂnmumﬂr d.50rd
deu02 TR0k, Hadeiferann , C.ubansfield g ecdldsrecn , J.Bost
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Vennle manoors @ Coolf, Grahame , Uol? sar , lLolf jnr L

Coves visited : Urog Din (4310) , Hopes (a31h) , Uilson's (uBY),
qﬂurﬂﬂy{ﬁ} mmﬂum.bﬂ}.aﬂﬂs(ﬁﬂ,
aub aguae (L28), -JTPJLﬁ galens mianc (L113) cte,

Other Liversions : Xosciusko siasit trin s LNOWY Jiver swimming,
nnunwgiaﬁ —olden , Buochen nua y frec hev showers
brakes on the ;.“. y Lenis's pencekes , Yad's puns Tor
2ll occasions “gte's guitar

vost of the nerty crrived at iurrindel 'ridey afternoon for
recuperrstion. Yhe only easuclty was a stonc through Greenc's
sgalzd bean, Contoet wvas Nﬂuh ogin caturdsy with nemb rs ol the
Vesutie 2nd we fronted un to the romshockle Tsrahovse which ong
of tham rents noer Jvehan, Bobies wore in ebundones, caving is
a forlly affeir. In tho covrsa of tine wo reprirad to Ilodgats
oronerty =t .st Buchan anc went down the hill,

iroy Din is locatzd in ¢ elcft above the surrindal. Giver., ..ost
of The sxplored scetion is an old river passace sxteading obout
000" into 1,1,,. nill, .t the first squeeze ('The inerus 1m-r)
w2 abandonsd Glama and S3Pr32 and pusacd on to the Tiret weotep
trap throuzh somz basutiisul vtr*an DasErgls. After sone orile
ment Jlui, uliqcn, hnann.iu, OLL ané dussell shed some elothes
and pushac on throuzh o uaeond woler trap and Finsliy to the
Irog vﬁutts ncar the vrosent limits of axnlorstion., 4 diffieult
cove DY “ewene standerds,

doves Cavz 1
which k k”ﬁt ov
Did] I‘l(.-f‘o_ Cnvg
g00C 1oz Cion,
By év.m. there was no sign of the Troz bip warty snd impate
ience wes not holnod whon Russell cmergad 2t 7 to soy thet he
had not scon Dick ot al. sines they went throuzh tho ?“?ﬁ?
5¢Uh0ﬁ soic § hours bofore. Trog Din being o 1oﬂ" AL TTd
eve we dacided not to push the red outuhn. but neveriho
suun e erelivinery 5 & R into asetion. ‘ortunstaly,

s @ clessic joint-controllad, three-discnsionat moze
gryone inecluding song r"u-nrrd SUrveyors napouy,

wes entcred by o fuvw  oudple 2nd conteins sova

n

¥
e

roinforcarents arrived fro. ceimy of 9n.nm, the noriy
suffsring only from a surfeit of mud. Inadaynate
was the cause of this little ineldant, togethor with

£ 4

A, b . k=
renorts Tros an irfornﬂriﬁ T3 e ooave 0F thie nagvurs 3
clearly necessary to wake firfl nians and meike sars thes
vartiss know then,
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Rellevie winkhelc is en imnrossive colisnse dolire of ‘ullarbor
provertions, laocing throuvgh a tortuous rockpile to superb river

passages and fine formation. Exploration prospects are good.

Sub_foua Cave is the resurgence of the Murrindal River down -
stresw from Dalley's, Rick Daniel and Ron Murray found the
Sulip open with 2" of air but did not push through., The nezrby
galena mine was visited and the river swum.

Wilson's Cave offers pleasant caving in river. passages between

tWo entrances on opposite sides of %he Orbost road,

Lilly Pilly is an old tourist cave entered by courtesy of V.S.A.
containign some excellent formation of several kinds.

All departed on lMonday as it was raining steadily. The trip
is long (ﬁDD miles from Sydney) and tortuous over the last 100
but is;almost worth it for the superb scenery along the Snowy,
Some vgried the scenery by returning via McKillop's Bridge to

Bombals, others by the long return via Orbost and Bega,

Our: sincere thanks are extended to members of the Viectorian
Speleological Assoictaion without whom we would have been at a
loss fér caves, if not for words for this report.

YARRANGOBILLY 8 ~ 9 = 10 June John Dunkley

Thig trip, which had originally been scheduled for the May
vadalior), wes undertaken at the request of the Koseciusko National
Park Tyast to report on the possibility of installing gates on
some off the caves on the Flateau. The forward trip was made via
Tumut zad we arrived at Yarrangobilly at lunchtime after battling
icy and muddy roads east of Talbingo. Heavy snow still blanketed
the arga and extended right down to the Yarrangobilly Caves
camping area. After consultation with the ranger, Mr D.Everall,
we adjourned to East Deep Creelt, arriving at sunset and emerghng
at about 8p.m. The hot showers laid on by the ranger wers very
much apbreciated.

Nexti morning we drove up the hill, amused some tourists with
the mysterious snowman out of whose mouth came s carbide-fed
flame, and in time made it to Last and West Eagles Nast Caves
via ¥18. There was ice on the walls of Yi doline, the ground
was frozen hard and tlere was no lack of snow, An inspection
was made of the Eyrie. Return was made to the road just after
dark, with the usual thrashing around and getting lost, a change
this time being deep snow drifts through which we floundered,

L detalled report on these and other caves in remote parts
of the Yarrangobilly reserve has b=en prepared for the National
Parks Service and the Kosciuslo National Fark Trus:,
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REVIEWS

"Speleo Handbook" edited by P.lMatthews. Published by the
Australian Speleological Federation, 1st edition, 1968,
322pp. 4 maps & diagrams, extensive bibliographies,

Price: A.S.F. members &3, 50 nhon-members apnroved E5. 00

This is by far the most exhaustive publication ever on
Australian speleology, and is indicative of the growing maturity
of speleological publications generally tn this country,
Gontegts are too long to list here but includes 4,8.F. Reports
9 articles on cave sclence, 4 on equipment and techniques , ’
appendices containing addresses, caving films, library lists
and exhaustive lists of known caves (over 1000) of alil states
and Fapud-New Guinea, except W.A.

t is impossible to do this book justice in a few 1i
Although it appears 4% years later than glanned, the waitligzséell
worth the while and the editor deserves some well-merited
congraﬁglgtlcns for overcoming tremendous difficulties costs
and qwilclsms, _Applications for cepies should be di;ected to
the E.U,S,S,_Gommlttee. There are g fey people who paid last
vyear ; they will get their COPYy very soon at the old price,

"Syngenetic Karst in Australia" by J.N.Jennings. pp. %1- 110
in Contributions to the Study of Karst by F.W.Williams and
J.N.Jennings. Aust. Natn, Univers, rress, Canberra, 1968, B2, 50

The dune limestones of southern and western shores of this
country are probably the most extensive in the world. The only
relevant studies to date in such limestones has been in Bermuda,
where successive karst development was assumed. The present paper
discusses the degree to which karst processes have gone on con-
currently i.e. syngenetically, with the consolidation of calcareous
shell sand into asolian calcarenite. This syngenetic development
of caves in limestone of late Quaternary age differs markedly
from the classic subsequent features developed in more massive
much older limestones of N.S8.W. for example. The author discusses
lithological wvariations in cave development and the possibility
that the present caves have developed extremely rapidly in the
Recent period. Turther dating of the limestones is needed and
there are many other problems awaiting investigation.

Although definitely on the technical side, this m per will
be of interest to the intelligent speleo. and should in partic-
ular be read by those who went on the field trips following the
Perth Conference of A.S.F. in 196%, or who are thinking of going
to the Kangaroo Island trip after this year's conference in 5.4,
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COLONG (again)

No, we have not hesrd the latest in the Colong saza, as
was explained at the last meeting, Herley Wright and JohnbDunkley
went to a meeting of interested conservationists on 29th Way in
The 8.U. Union. Seversl speakers ineluding such notablas as
Hilo Dunphy and Dr J.G.Mosely spoke on the background to the
present controversy, f@liowing which a very lengthy motion was
debated which, afser condemiing the short-sighted aection of
the Government, proceeded to appoint a "Colong Commitiae" among
whose duties would be the submission of the meeting's views %o
the Premier and take such action as the Committee felt necessa
and esirable to bring this matter to the attention of the public,
A press release appeared in remote parts of the dally newspapers
the following. (it has been alleged that pressure has been
brought to bear on the papers to suppress further discussion of
this matter).

The facts of the case were put to and discussed by the last
General Meeting of S.U.38.8., and a motion passed at the meeting
expressing our attitude is contained on page 14 of this issue of
the Newsletters The purpose of this harangue is to alert members
to the need to write to their loeal member of State Tarlisment
demanding that the Government review its decision to gant a lease
in the 1t irmour / Colong,

The correct procedure is to address your letter to your loeal
member
e¢/o Parlisment House,
Macquarie Street,
SYDIZY N.S.W. =000

Names of members for the Sydney srea elected in 1968 ate as
set out below. Tt might help you to word your letter a little
differently according to whther he is a member of the Government
or the Opposition, foints to make in your letter are -

1« It has not been demonstrated that limestone can he obtained
from Colong area withour upsetting the wilderness value of the
locality

2. Jlternative supplies have not been adequately investigated in

view of cogent arguments agsinst the present site.

Contrary to the Minister's statement that this mining would be

in the nation's best interests, it is true that in fact cemapﬁ

from Tasmania is cheaper. SBurely efficiency in resource use is
vhat constitutes the nation's best interests.

%. In the special circumstances of this case, has sufficient
attention been given to the rationslisation of existing lesses
at Marulan,
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M.L.4.5 from Sydney

area, returred to N.8.W. Parliament 1968

ASKIN, R.W.

BARRACLOUGH, L.J.

CAHILL, T.J.
CLOUGH, J.A.
COLEMAN, W.F.
CRABTRuli, W.T'.
DARBY , E.D.
DOYLE, K.R.
BEARL, C.J.
ELLIS, K.
FLAHERTY, J.P.
HATGH, W.H,
HUNTER, D.B,
JAGO, A.H.
KELLY , R.J.
MeGINTY, L.7.
MAHONEY, D.J.
MEAD, T.F.
MUTTON, L.¥.
RUDDOCK , M.S.
SOUTHEE, J.B.
WADDY , J.L.
WILLIS, E.A.

While you are
R.W.4skin,

sheer volume of
the Government.

Collaroy
Bligh
Coolts River
EASTWOOD/
Fuller
Kogarah
Manly
Vauelusge
Bass Hill
Coogee
Granville
Maroubhra
Ashfield
Gordon
Fast Hills
Willoughhby
Parramatta
Hurstvible
Yarralls
The Hills
BLACKTOWIT
Kirribilli
Barlwood

BANNON, B.J.
BOWEN, L.E.
CAMERON, J.A.
COADY, R.T.
coX, P.F.
CROSS, D.D.
DEGEN, R.C.
DURICK, V.F.
EINFEZLD, S.D.
FERGUSON, L.J.
GRINFITH, I.R.
HILLS, F.D.
JACKETT, J.G.
KEARNS, N.J.
McCAW, K.M,
MADDISON, J.C.
MANNIX, N.J.
MORTON, P.H.
QUINN, E.1.
RYAN, P.N,
STEWART, K.J.
WALKZR, N.D.

E. & 0.E,

Rockdale
Randwick
Northeott
Drummoyne
Auburn
George's R,
Bilmain
LAKEMBA
Bondi
Merrylands
Cronulla
PHILLIF
Burwood
BAnk stown
Lane Cove
Hornsby
Liverpool
Mosman
Wentworthville
Marrickville
Canterbury
Sutherland

at it, write a similar letter to the Premier
and to the Hon.W.C.Tife, Minister for Mines, The
protests about this affair may be enough tc sway

It is Q?E sgfficiant fo rely on the Society to write a letter or
two. SUSS does not have 3 vote and in any event one letter is
nothing - several thousand are needed.

Sincze some o

the proposed operations of the minin

g company, in

articular running of g_crushing plant, will require a large dam

he walter from wihich will subsequently

after being pol.uted with

vamenthdurhtendpesbarveiTlvyimniciekteditenvpiopidochinprasanha

about pollution of their water supply.

Write to them and zir

your views in a somewhal more polite manner since it's their
fault only by default of the Govermment.

S.He

T 3

Smith,_ Se
MW, 5. D.B.

Bathurst & Fitt Street,
SYDNEY

eretary,
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USE _OF SPACE BLANKETS TN CAVING

In uthe "N.S.S.News" Vol, 26 no, 1 ( January 1968) there is
a consumer's report on the use of space blankets in & cave in
Virginia vhere it was not feasible to take sleeping bags owing
to constriefions in passages, Fifty hours were spent undarground
including two nights under the blankets. Results:

1. Blankets too small (56" x 84") o wrap in comfortably,
Diffieult to hold ends together, nothing to attach pins to.

<. Blankets are rather inflammable - beware of trog lamps,

3. Biggest problem is their waterprocf qualities., Body moisture
collects on inside and starts to drip after 2 few hours,
requiring sponging off every faw hours.

L. Ground insulation was not received from the blamkets,

Beeause they weigh so little (Yoz per square yvard) these
blankets have great potential not only in exploring remobe systems
but as part of emergency supplies and for Search and Reseue
they would be s great improvement over a sleeping bag, It seems
that what is needed is s sleeping bag made only of this material,

LATE TINAL EXTRA

Porthcoming Activities:

19th July for two weeks - Avers Rock return
details from Rick Crowle at 447415

June 29 - 30 Kosciusko skiing trip
details Rick Crowle again

July 14 possible tobogganing trip or open to
suggestion. fick Crowle again

first week September - possible Yarrangobilly trip
details John Dunkley in August

Former Secretary Alison Jessup has been removed north, Address:

Univac, c¢/o Cables and Wireless,
lMercury House,
HONG KONG

You may have gathered the impression that Rick Crowle is back,



