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£.8.T. N.8.W. Co-crdination Comnittee Meeting 20~ 7~ 68

Some of the mstters discumsed included :

Information given that Goodradigbee Shire Council (Yass) proposes
to open Carey's (Goodravale) Cave ai Wee Jasper for tourists,

-Decided- to-enquire from MWS & DB-re cbtairing an vnrestricted

Water Board access permit to Warragamba czcchment area for all
A.5.T", members,

G. Middleton to act as observer for A.S.7. on Colong Committee,

Press rcleasa to be made rezarding Lang's refusal at gunpoint to
to grant aceess to Church Cieex,

Resolved to ask Tourist Bureau to supply informaticn they may
have regarding miring appliecations in Wombeyan Caves Ressrve, so
that A.S5.F. may support their efiortis.

Cleanup to be held at Bungonia shortly, date to be announced.
Local council to be asked for garbage truck, societies to pravide
manpower,

Complaint to be made to loeal Mining Warden and Department of
Mines re overburden from Marulan Quarry encroaching on the
Bungdénia Caves Reserve.

ASF ASF ASF ASF ASF ASF ASF ASF ASF ASF AST ASF
AUSTRALIAN SPELEOLOGICAL FEDERATICIH
SEVENTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
Graham's Castle, Goolwa , South Australia , 27 - 31 December
Fapers, talks, discussions, slides, movies, arguments ,
demonsirationsirnew equipment, Cavemans Dinner, drinking

~and other revelry. All for B20 for four days, ine. meals

Field trips to Nullarbor, Kangaroo Island, Naracoorite.
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ABERCROMBIE TRIF A1 August Dgnis Vard

o
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Present: D.Ward , C.Fieldhouse , J.Dunkley , J.Parkes , Sue

This psesudo-spelenlogical cun tourist trip left Sydney early
on Sunday morning and after a very fast trip reached Abercromhile
at 1Ca,m. Chris Fieldhouse renewed acquaintanen with Brian Crick,
-the caretaker / guide and the parcty was given a thorough irspection
of the Arch Cave., This arch is about 600' long and contains a
flowing river of considerable proportions, presenting excellent
opportunitias 7or photography., for which we were unfortunately nott
properly eqguipped, Improvements are being made to the caves and
to the facil: "ies at the Reserve, and a visit can b: recommendec.
Scme exploralion prospects wvere pointed out to us but we were not
equippad Ior caving. Another trip is pliviweed somesime in the fuinre
pgsanth early naxt year. idhanks are exti=nied %o ir Crick for his
E}léﬁng and helpful attention; we were glad to patronise Mrs Crick!'s

iosk,

CLIETDEN 17=18 Avgust Denis Ward
Present: D.Ward , C.Fieldhouse , J.Dunkley , G.Jessup s FP.Jessup,
J.Parkes, L.Seddon , R.Murray , R.Crowle , B.KirhngbS%ak

oo

The object of the trip was to continue the Taplow survey.
It has long been a tradition that a cave shall not be entered before
Nnoon ... superstition? ... dithering certainly, for this trip was
no excaeption (the river was flood of course and fording it took
some time). In the cave the party split into three. One to survey
the lower cavern section, one to explore and roughly map the danger
section, and one to complete mapping of the maze section.

After surveylng some 150'- 200" in the maze section, Lois
noticeda small partially blocked hole in the floor of a smaller
side passage. Five minutes digging enlarged it enough for Denis
to squeeze through. On the other side was a small low cavern
(approx. 20' long x 6' wide), Off to the side was another partly
blocked hole whiech was shartly dug out. Yet another cavern on the
other side of that, similar in appearance and as dsmp as the 1968
extension, and apparently on the same level, i.e. below the level
of the maze prpper. Another ten minutes of feverish exploration
suggested that mote digging would be very profitsbie, The new
extension here totals about 2007,

Elsevhere, about 200' of cavern section, and 300' of danger
section was added to the map, and a connection made via a hole in
the roof to the danger section direct from the entrance section.

Sunday was wastefl in procrastination. Overall a fruitful trip;
the map now locks most impressive but there's more to come ;..
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Backeround -~ The furore over granting of a minin- lease covering
the Chureh Creek end of Colong Caves Le=erve resuivad in belatad

attertion being given to “he Church Crecl: Linestone, previously
thought to be lacking in cuves. In Augril 5.8, loeated several
cavas, including one 1200! iong (see "Siopn lrgagn A2 5, 8. Mg, )

Larze numbars of cavers wera needed for - Lioroug! surface reconre
aissaice, The teip was organized for the A.8.F. N.S5.W. Co=0Ord-
inating Cormittee and led Dy Greg Middleiton,

$-1uony_thing hanpened on the way %o ... ~- 13 vehicles and about
20 cavers rendezvoused at Halah Laip wilh the Wster Boavd Ranger
from Yerranderie at 9am Saturday. Societies represented were

S55, SUSS, IZs, €388, 08S and CNSWSS. We were armed with a permit
frow the Water Doard to gain accecse to the area but needed also the
leassholder's permission, Shortly after 9, an unfriendly utility
containing *he property owner and some reinforcemnsis arrived on

the other 51ds of the gate and Lhe confrontation began, Preiliminary
divlomatie discussions on the vice-consular level ware conducted

on the other side of the fence, while outside the natives and
Rercznaries stirred restlessly with dark plots and ravolutionary
talk. Rumours were rife and rash action advocated, Following the
graniing of some concessions, the property owner moved in to our
side of the fence and hegotiations resumed on g fulil plenipotentiary
level,  Purther conressions were sought and granted, a detailed
list of cars and occupants and their soclety affiliations was
telen, Then a quick check for smuggled minis in Halden boots,. 1
the gate swung open and the great safari began, Camp was made

12 miles on at Colong Swamp,

Results -~ TFortunately the weather was good and we were able to
drive the cars right to lit Armour over some indiffarent roads,
The limestone outcrops up to 800' above Church Ck. e found a few
potholes and fissures up to 60' or so deep, high up on the mountain,
Due to thieck scrub and the precipitous hillside we were not able
to search the whole of our ares 80 possibilities are still good,
Known potholes could extend lower, but infiltration and solution
is not concentrated so high on the hill, so that they will probably
all go into narrow fissures or choke off. The same problem exists
on the ridge between Buchan and Murrindal in Vietoria. In either
case a breakthrough, possible but unlikely, could lead to the
deepest cave in Australia,

The first party to return to camp about épm arrived just in
time to see the last of a disastrous fire; two VWs and a tree
were still glowing., The cars were both a total loss, as was a
considerable quantity of camping gear ete, owned by three 8USS
and some CSS members,
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The fire burnt to within a few inchec of four 85S tents and
to within one toct of mine before the {ire apparently changed
direction, Jur sympathies sre extendsd te 411 the vietims of
lhis disaster, particuvlarly to Jim Ssatrock and Ian tindsay, both
of whom lost everything except the clothes they had on., A fund
has been started and the first fund-raising event will be the
feotball match with M.8.S8. on 13th October.

On Sunday most people checked out CC4 and other caves along
Church Creek, and sample the very steep climb back vp It Armour.,

We would like to thank the Water Board Ranger from Yerranderie
who drove 20 miles each way, three times over the weekend, to opan
the gate. Also, the propar%y owner, ir Gardiner was really quite
a nice guy later in the weekend.

A formal report on the results of the trip will be made avail-
able laler by the leader, Greg Middleton, whose unflaggirg enthus-
iasm and genuine concern have maintained the current intersst in
Church Creel:.

Fersonal Observations

1 The scenery is superh.

2, Xts aesthetic qualities are unquestionably wnrth conserving,
and will definitely be impaired by mining activities.

3. Confrary Lo previous opinion, there are caves at Church Creek,
ceme gquite worthy of the nams,

4 The limestone bluffs themselves are nothing to rave about but
are quite attractive.

5. The capital cost of installing equipment in this remote place,
particularly in view of its rugged nature, will be enormous.
The economics of it still 2SC0peS Me.

6. The Government has steadfastly declined to review its deecision
to allow mining to proceeed, and the Minister for iMines has
said that it will be in the best interests of the state

7+ It therefore seems unlikely that the discovery of a few caves
will precipitate the Government ihto reconsidering.

8. Let's be sure never asgain to be only half-informed on vhether
an outcrop of limestone corlains any caves.

SMALY, CONSOLATION «..

It now seems likely that legislation will be introduced into
the current session of State Parliament to establish Xanangra - Boyd
National Park, out of which proposed ares the Church Cresk lease
was excised, (information National Parks Associitiom Journal,
September 1968),
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ASF_SUGGESTED RUT®3 FOR CAVE SAFETY
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PRE-TRIP ORGAMISATTON
« No oné ic go caving alone. Desirati~ minirum a1 ze<FOUR,
2. Each caving trip to bc nnder the con’rol of a trip leader
possessling qualities of rorponsibility, discipiine, and
temperament needzd to ensiwwe the safety of 1ne ity and the
proftecticn of the caverns.
3« Suitable helmet, clothing{one piece boiler suit) ahd footwear
—4o be worn when wrerpground; - - SRR RS AT
L, First aid kit to be carried on all trips and left at the camp.
5. Two totally independent torms of 1ighting to be carried by
each person,
6. Inspeect for wear and damage all safety lines, abseiling ropes,
cable ladders and man winch ropes to be used on the trip, and
ensure that they do not suffer damage during transport by
chalinrg, contacti with batteries, etc.
ABOVE GROUNDC ORGANISATION
7+ Don't take underground anyone whose ability is affected by
drugs or liquor.
8. In the event of all persons on the trip being underground,
leave some indication s at camp as to the intended program and
gxpected time of return.
9. When entering caves-subject to flash flooding some means of
effective ccmmunication with the surface should be set up so
warning can be given should the weather change,
10.Care should be taken to avoid becoming lost or separated
above ground when visiting remote caving areas (e.g. Bendethera,
Nullarbor, Kimberley, Camooweal, Tasmania, etec.).
11 .Radio transmitting equipment should not te used when firing
or preparing explosives for firing, especially when electrie
detonators are to be used.
ASCENTS AND DESCENTS
i2.4A safety 1ine should be used in any situvation where a fall
could result in seriuous injury. The.trip leader sheuld-make
the decision considering: -
2. The experience of the partys :
b. Their physical condition at the times
¢. Diffieculty of rescue should a fall oceurs
and of course the difficulty of the obstacle,
13.The akove considerations apply to any ladder eclimb or
descent below 30 ft., Over 30 ff. the use of a belay rope should
be mandatory. The belay man should be experienced and Securely
ositioned.
4.No more than one person to be on the ladder at any one time.
15. Every member of the party to be experienced in the knots
used to attach safety lines (bowline, anchor).
NOTE: Use at least one half hitch on tail rpre of bowline.




Page 43 SUss September, 1968

= masan — L e —

ASF CAVE SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS {cont.)

16.Use alternative means of commin’cation on pitches where
unaided voice contact is difficvli.

17.Care {o be iaken with safety lines to avoid damapa by sharp
projeetions or nailed boots,

18.Abseiling to be eliminai .1 as muech as poseible.
19.Don't use abseil ropes au safety ropes o vice versa,
~20.#=Inet mowMtid tKed fleme 1light not to be used when
ascending or descending a pitch.

21.Use only metal cables on powered man winches.

22.D0 no{ engage in horse rlay, rock throwing, ete.
CAVE DIVING

23.Don"t 2ttempt to force siphons alons or without proper diving
equipment, A diving party should consist of: 2 lead diver,
follow-up diver, emergency diver, telephonist, a runner, FIVE
members at leasti.

24.Divers must be attached to a guide line at all siphons or
near-siphons.

25.Communications to be established through all siphons by the
lead diver and maintained by an outside party where the trip -
leader considers it necessary.

GENTRAL.

26.5afety lines, abseiling ropes, cable ladders and man winch
ropes not to be used for other than its intended purpose, e.g.
towing vehieles,

27.Dry out ropes etc. and store in a dpol dry place out of
direct sunlight.

28.Do not uncap cartide lamps in confined places,

29.Ensure reserve supplies of carbide do not become damp.
30.Carbide lamps are not reliable indicators of foul air,

Use matches, candles if foul air is suspected.

31.Do not use copper in modifying cartide lamps.

32.Dg _pot construct cable ladders-of materials likely to cause
electrolysis, e.g. copper ferrules on steel cable,

33.Internal combustion engines not %o be used underground or on
the surface where exhaust fumes are likely to enter a cave, ’
34.Persons using explosives above op underground should be
experienced in their use,

+ + + + + -
SUSS is having a football match with the Metropolitan
Speleo. Society on Saturday, October 13, at 1.38 p.m. The
venue will be St Ives Showground.
PROCEEDS WILL GO'TO THE VICTIMS OF THZ CHURCH CRETK FIRE.
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TEXAS CAVES

ANCTHER CONSERVATION FPROBLEM

m
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Page Lk

Introduction

Texas Caves are named for the town of Texas, located on the
Dumaresq River at the N.S.W./ Queensland border, 200 road miles
from Brishanae, The -.ceves are threatened by the proposed Pike
Creek dam, part of the two-state Border Rivers Schenme, The
sumary prescnted here is from a recent Conservation Bulletin of
the University of Queensland Speleological Society. The main
case for conservation appears to rest ultimately on the economies
of the proposed irrigation scheme,

Description of the Caves

The caves are the most worthwhile ones nearest to Brisbhane,
There are 8 caves in the Viator system and 2 in the Glen Lyon
system, Total passage length is about 4500'. Russenden Cave, the
largest at Viator, has an abundance of formations of all kinds,
Another cave at Viator contains a most impressive cavern, while
across the hill at Glen Lyon, the caves possess the only permanent
underground river in Queensland. These caves are a rocst for the
protected bat species miniopterus schreibersii, which is an import-
ant control on insect pests,

Economics of the Dam Project

Australian irrigation projects have frequently attracted crit-
ieism, particularly from agricultural economists, although the
opinion of engineers and agronomists has usually prevailed., The
main economic arguments against the scheme are:

a) the unjustifiably low return on capital by comparison with
other investment projects.

b) the lack of a cost-benefit analysis comparing relative
returns on alternative uses of labour and capital,

e) the resulting distortion of optimal resdurce slloecation
in the economy (there are better things to do with them)

Preliminary investigahions of the ecomomics of the scheme
suggested the following conclusions :

1. Capital cost = probably up to B20m, by completion in 1972

2. Cost of water - §12- 515 acre/ ft. compared to standard
charge of B3 - a subsidy would have to be paid to farmers,

3. BEstimated operating loss to Government 900,000 p.a.
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There is no suitable alternative site for a surfsce water
project. However, investigations show that fnderground water
could be made available in the same quantity (60,000 acre ft p.a.)
as the dam could supply, at anestimated annual charge amounting
to B400,000. This would avoid the capital cosf of the dam, quite
apart from the conservation angle, (h.b. a newspaper report
deted 25/ 8/ 68 says that "investigations indicated that  the
extraction of supplies from the underground beds prezznts signif-
iecant difficultiesh),

Strategy and Developments

The U.Q.5.8, hzs obtained several newspaper reports on the
subject late in Jlugust, and it was discussed in 'Closeup' on
QTQY and in 'Tonight' on ABQ2 television, A petition with nearly
2000 signatures has been preseated to the Queensland Goverhment,
However, as the project is part of the Border Rivers Scheme, the
legislation has to pass the N.S.W. Pariizment as wel’. A petition
has therefore been prepared and signatures are soughi,

POSTSCRIFT
The U.Q.8,8, Bulletin no. 4 on which the above article was
based was prepared by Heney Shannon, President, U.Q.&.S. and a
former member of S.U.8.S. As an employee of the Water Conservation
and Irrigation Commission, he carried out much of the hydrological
work associated with the underground water resources of the area

covered by the proposed scheme. The reprt therefore has some
authoritative basis,

The Texas problem is the second major conservation problem
encountered in Queensland in recent Years, With Mt Etna% these two
h

sustems threatened by 'development' are the onlv o
distance of Brisbane k Ly ones within close

EXTENSION TO_RIVER CAVE, COOLEMAN

On the Easter trip to Cooleman, a SUSS party fou@d the siphon
in River cave empty, and pressed on regardless, finding ancient
inseriptions dating back to the turn of the century. A number
of other cavers unfortunately managed to get in the extension
at Baster, but the siphon has now probably closed azain (there
was a long drought which has since Easter brcken). TFor the use
of posterity, a rough traverse of the main pegsage 1s reproduced
overleaf ; better maps possibly exist but if so they have apparent-

ly not been published (see sketch p. 46)
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W.RHalliday—+ Terrestrial-Psendokgrst and the Lunar Topography.
NeS.8, Bull, 28 , b : 167-170 (Cecicber 1966

Pahoehoe lava appears to be rather widespread on the moon,
though its parameters and those of any lava tubes contained there-
in may differ significantly from those on earth. To date, ccllapse
features characteristic of lava tubes on the moon have not been
identified but the potential importance of lunar lava tubes
warrants considerable study. Such eaverns would provide  lunar
explorers with shelters against mieo-meteorites and other hazards.
Finding such lunar caves, if they exiest, would be a problem zs
terrestrial lava caves are seldom very evident on the surface and
are often entered through very small fissures, Some photos taken
by Luna 9 show a surface remarkably lika that seen in certain
lava caves of Washington state.

J.F.Fisher : Discussion on Halliday's paper on lunar fealures,

Tha azuthor draws attention to the lower gravity on the moon
and consders that this would suppmrt lava flows more readily,
This would lead to larger and more extensive flows thazn on earth
and, hopefully, more common caves,

The South=-lWest Africa Expedition, 1967, Bull South African S.A.

Tor 1968

The frontier of speleoclogy is being pushed back in overseas
areas too. The interest in this issue lies in the remarkable
likenesses between South-West Africa and the Nullarbor. The
climate is almost identical, the caves spectacular but scarce
(they are in dolomite), the Drganigational problems just as
complex, and if anything the area is even more remote than the
Nullarbor (over 900 miles of dirt road from Cape Town, the same
distance as from Adelaide to Mullamullang). The caves contain
plenty of breakdown rock, sand and dust, not to mention large,
deep lakes., Even the water table 1s at much the ssme depth
(about 3501). The expedition account details the organizational
and catering problems and the preliminary biological work,
Another expedition is planned in 1969.

One gains the impression that remote parts of the world
still contain enormous potential for the modern explorer, even
i anlv undereround. The Otavi Dolomite system mentioned above
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SOCIETY FUBLICATICNS
FOR SALE

014 Journals - 15e. each

Val. 1 No. 1 1950

3 1952

-gw 955 Current Jourmals—=- 50c,
]

2

2

o

) Vol. 7 No. 1 1966
Jggg 7 2 *  "1968
1961

OWILF U 10 4o 2

v

others out of print

B1=25gach

"SPELEQ HANDBOOKM

Published by the Australian 3EHEH§§%§§%%§%E%%E%§%5undn
Speleological Federation (to the Nullarbor)

£$3=50 to members :

repr. from

B5=-00 to approved "Caves of the Nullarbor"
non-members

now 10¢, each

Enquiries about the above items ang
about quite a bit of other junk e
nave in stock may be direeted to the
Hon, Secretary at any meeting



