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FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES

MARCH 22 FIELD DAY (Palm Beach-Avalon)
APRIL EASTER (4-7) RENDITHEDA Rick Crowle
Wh-7hi g
L " COOLEMAN Ron Mureay
6L9-E520
10 NNUAT, GENERAL MEET NG

i i e = -

Top rloor, Gecgraphy Building 7430 pem.

19-20 Jenolan (Collecting insects) Glenn Hunt

929-8675
19-20 BUNGONIA Rick Crowle
Li.7l1 g
MAY 1 GENERAL MEETING
Top Floor, Geography Building 7.30 p.me.
3-L COLONG Ron Murray
649-8620
17-18 CLIEFDEN (Surveying) Denis Ward
6442497
JUNE 5 GENERAL MEETING -top floor, Geography Building
?130 Pallla
14-15-16 Bendithera Ron Murray

649-8620
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SUSS history was made during Orientation Week this year when
seventy-eight (78) new prospective members were signed up.
Thanks are due to Zygmunt Szramka, Lois Seddon, and Jim Seabrool,
Without whose help in manning the SUSS stall this could not
have been achieved,

FRESHERS' TRIP
Thanks are also due to Ludwig Muenzenrieder, who gave sterling
service in arranging transport for the Freshers! Trip to Timor,

LAST MEET ING

-The meeting supported the Committee decision to establish
the Barbara Dew Memorial Lecture.

~-The.President, John Dunkley, resigned his position as

President because of his coming overseas trip, and un election
was held. Ted Anderson was elected as SUSS'S pey President,
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4 The nineteenth Annual General Meeting of the S /
Sydney University Speleological Society will
be held on Thursday, April 10, at 7.30 Pellle

Geography Building, opposite Manning.Please

come along and vote,

£ f
/ /
/ /
/ /
/ The location will be the top floor of the ﬁ
£
/ /
/ /
/ /
#
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As this is my last newsletter before the A.G.M. I would
likecto take this opportunity to thank those People who assisted
me in the production of it during the past year, and espeecially
John Dunkley, Denis Ward and Chris Fieldhouse.

-R-J on
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Annual Freshers Trip TIHOR 15~ 16 HMarch
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About 50 members and prospective members attended the
traditional freshers trip, this year to Timor for the first times
Also in the area were at least a couple of dozen unidentified
cavers, making the place llok as densely populated as Bungonia.

In traditional style, Saturday began with ceremonial instale
lation of lacdders and rdpes 50' or so up a large tree, by courtesy
of Rick Crowle, Faul Jackson organized a demonstration of
basic knots and most new members had some practice at ronewrok
and ladder climbing, Groups of about 6 or 8 then split up to the
various caves. A4 few parties had trouble locating caves up the
hill from the camp . Later in the afteenoon a party drove
up the Isis River to wvisit Glen Dhu (Woolshed) cCave, located on
Glen Dhu property, an impressivecomplex of large chambers on
several levels, which guite likely could accommodate all the other
Timor caves together.

Saturday night entertainment included lusty singsonging by
nameless people, subdued singing by other innominates, accordion
and guitar playing, ham radioing, war games ete, After all that,
only a few people relt inclined %D go caving on Sunday. lMost
left quite early, some to return with varying degrees of success
via Barrington or Gloucester Tops.

Postseript : g note for prospectives

e wouldn't want to give the lmpression that TFreshers Trips
are typical of most SUSS trips. They are an introduction to
the variety of experiences you might expect on a caving trip,
with a definite bias to the social side, forobvious ressons as
there is no oprortunity for serbus caving on such a trip. And
we wouldn't want to give the impression that all, or even a
majority ofi our trips , are designed to make great advances in
exnloration or surveying or other serious work, They aren't
and they don't. There is ample room for the sciehtist and
sloth alike in our ranks.

S0 if you enjoyed the trip to Timor, and/or the Tield
Day and sloth trin to Falm Beach the following weekend, there
must be a niche in SUSS for you. If you didn't find what
you expected, perhaps you had better come on another trip
anyway, one designed for you particular interests. See the
programme on front page or come to the next meeting.
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Two Hpanlsh potholers, exploring a cave ness
Hibadasells an the nevtheen vorst of Spaln in

Aprit last year, stmmbled on an anpmzing display

ik T,

eartiest art ...

FOR A MOMENT the dark-
ness Bs absolutp. §U prosscs
on tie cyes like velvet. Thiee
hupdied  feer below  the
gronnd there is pothing 1o
hear dxcept a eonfused rush-
it of sublerrancan waters,
Then a torch snaps on, plays
over the rock walls of the
chamber and comes 1o rost
on a great homse drawn in
faded  violer  and  black.
tubiby, at ease, plmost mun-
dane iy s verisimilitude. So
Far bfowe davlight, the elfec
b bsome,

Mow we tyrp on onr helmet
Bmps again, anel talk breaks
olit, b the harsh, cmphatic
atcenjs of Nojthern Spain.
Through moving  bheams  of
ugln wo see a wide expanss
of rotk which looks at frst
nerely g jumbfed mass of
line amd colouwr. Then slowly,
as the eves foous, it beging 1o
ritvea] itself —- horns, hooves,
nihwirits:  frapments  af deer,
rlindoer, more horses: animal
plledd on painted  animad 10
alake § paleodithe bostinry,

For 15000 yeas these painl-
ifps hgve been Iosd. Poday we
ate wmong ihe first exiern qien
L see them and ihe first forgign-
ebs [ ke the arduous desceng

hand over fist ™M mounling &
ladder amd ropd) aronnd  the
witiaf,

A team ol sfelealagisis has
beeny  assombled o pide  us
down (ke steen and  shopery
chitnaey apd row, moddy from
Fead  fo Toop  apd  somewiat
treafhiass, we  have al Jast
reacked the chamber ajroaly de-
swribed by some Spapish experts
ns ong of the grem maptements
i’ Enropean |;r¢-_|mn'. ¥.

The possible imporiance  of
the cave—mear  Ribadesella in
the lipdr and by provisce of
ARprins-<booape. known  only
Lt oot when Professor
Mugin Beronguer, of the Spanith
Acadony of Find Aps, presem-
ed A preliminard staly of the
painlings,  compdring  1them o
thasg ar Altamirk and Laseaux.

Sinve fadl Aneil. when ot group
of foeal pothelers matde tha find,
Professar  Berenduier  has  been
dewwin g seore of tfes 10 photo-
graph,  skaich  amd  anafvse.
“Fvery tima [ fdo down | am
filfed with emoiidn.” he says.

For tha youwhful eronp who
mide  fhe t!imminrv during an
crdinary  potholing  expedition
the firsl view af iha prea; wall
wis overwhelmme, The omve is
larpe snd ramblithe, with o river.
sttden verliginous descents, jne
fuops  eadleries.  [lurine  (heip
explaratim the
sfanbiod of o elbicler of painied
wmbefs, I escilement. ey
beean w methodicnd  seurch of
the walls, Mext oy thev fogned
the anime.

Fiise Ruompos, &7 el aped
20, dikes up five =y Ouick,
ek, one of the bove cplled

prphinlers,

By ADAM HOPKING

duy 'l'-'rl"'-‘i_. X

il We ran. 'I’h:||| f
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thrge hours ist
will. Wa fidn"t waenl W do &
thing else.™ In & moyniing rever
they bepan m ke e the
shapes of MY or s puingings,
s af theyn & Dl e vapds
liana.

Bt the aninitaied visnor,
expeching o see  perthaps  the
clarity  amd  mngnilicence | of
another Lascalin, the st sinht
of the Ribgdasclln  painlings
conld be 3 shock, Only pwe. a
fine horse’s hend jn black out-
fie on the poof and the well-fod
hapie near . exist n anything
like pompapable form.

On the main wall at Riba-
daselln some dmjails are cicar
caough.  There i a hresbtaking
reindeer’s head. streteied ujien-
pively forward. bup mech of the
b hegsts by a5 losp, Sov-
epsl horkes can ke mmdle out.

Mueh  of  Preser  Beorep-
guer's werk Bas been simply
contemplate the wall in an pifore
ip see whal i» there. The md-
dening  palplithic cospm of
making gantings on op ol one
apoiher bas e hoponred by
opsprvance W Hibdieeila. B

an e prefesent fraces o fines

wilh b loreh, snimals ) fiest

algosy jnvisible spring surpris-
mgly o Jite, )

Perfiaps 1he most haunginely
oragpifn] of ail i o deor, unside
hiwrt with pia Mese poinling -
wards the grooamd. The ek fol-
s gocontony i ibe vk, the
plhummeting  Jesd B lemderiy
skatehed in black.

The eeat gan just e maide ong
with the cve of Gith. Amd the
cileet oF this lovely reiped paint-
mg s almos) g

y_Haming Herald, Saf., March B, 1967 2§

of paleotlihic art, Nothing camparahle ifi splens
diiur bas heen fonnd sinee the spectaonlar pres
Eistorie eavespaintings at Lascuns were discovered
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The colnurs —- mostly red,
black apd violet—are on the
whole darker than in  other
caves. Dme inleresting pojme i
the atimdance of mmd]trr At
Altamita—miles  away—ihere

bisem i the  most  impeaint
anmuale &0 b stoms preiable
that dBpite murked simalaritics
ol ﬂﬂ-'lu_ the wie caves  wer
puiqrn’ tmider diflereps climalic
conditions and {ar apan in lime.
Ribochibeella with s reisdesr
would appear fo be the earlier.
ful e dating of cave an is
a rich fiell for academie argu-
ment. On siylistc proynds Pro-
fessor  Berenguer  assecls  that
musl @F the work at Ribadasella
ie of the late Sohmrean snd
earlier  Magdulenian  perjods,
This ™eans that jt is prabably
Fotwedn 15000 and 20,000
aurs Bld, Excavation may throw
%Lmhc.l' light on the gquestion,
Certtinly.  Ribadaselia,  with
its cotplex jumble of paintings,
wouild scem jo support the com-
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menty held theory thet for slepe
age man the virtee of paintings
lay in the act of crestion rather
than in coptemplating the finish-
ed work, Some of the paintines
are on Jow overhangs and can
omly be seen by a man lying
Mat on his kack. Most scholars
heligve that the printing of ani-
mals was a form of sympathetjc
magic o do with bhuniing. Ag
Ribaduse]la, the site of the paint-
ing  conforms 1o ihe  magic
theory, being far inside the cave
in a part that would certainly
not heve been used for domestic
purposes.

During our rin {o ke cave, Dr
Mizuel Arpel Garcia Guinea,
director of the Museum of Pre-
histery ai  Saolonder,  spent
absorbed  hours  pottering  in
nooks apd crannics, His reward
was g discover a deficale en-
graved goag and A lively profile
of a horse, “With zood lighting
and patience, Ribadasells will be
a mine of paleolothic enprav-
ing,” he said. “Lindoubledly thig

Magice...
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is one -of the greatest caves of
pre-history.”™

But of 2l the unexplained
phenemena in the cave, perhaps
the most intripuing iz the group
of painted signs st found by
the potholers. From the main
hall, an uneven gallery winds
more than a quarier of a ile.
Towards its end a small shaft
stopes upward. Here, in an al-
cove. gre four painptings, each
the size of a soup bowl and to
all appearnnces symbolic repre-
sentations of the female sexual
orean, One i@ complete  with
puhic hair, another with lipes
to indicate the inside of the
thighs. On 2 free-standing rock
not far away there is another
sign of distinctiy phallic shape,

If this sombre <ening, hung
about with stalagrites and owver.
Inokad by evesshaped apertures
in the roof. was indecd the zile
of magical fertibity rites, then it
i= time we staried 1o think again
sk those siock canoons of
randy caventen.

o e B o it
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in red, black and violet
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Students
in the
cave age

By PATRICIA
CONNCGR

THE PNISCOVERY of a
rich gallery of pajenlithic
cave art js of muior signifi-
cance tp archeolozists. The
lind at Ribadaseily will, hap-
pily. support existing theories
about the origin and devel-
orment of cave arl, by sub-
stantiating  ideas based on
glim evidenze. For in arche-
nlogy sweeping theorics, par-
ticulerly  concernipg  such
carly periads, are often nec-
essarilv founded on single
examples, and any discov-
eres o confirm beliefs arg
of tremendous importance.

30758

Paleclithic cave art, in the

form of painting and engrav--

g, seems fo have ariginated
exclusively  in South-West
Frrm_mz and Morthern  Spain.
Possibly man's first inspiration
o mark cave walls were the
claw  scramichings of  bears,
which he copied with paraliel
furrows  ealled  “mocaroni™
marks found in many early
sites, Other primilive carvings
of female reproductive organs,
animals and patches of colour
have been found a La Fore
russic in France dating back
to Z7.000 B.C.

Over the next 15000 yeurs
cave aft developed from  these
scralchings, through handprints,
te monochrome two-dimensional
outlined animals. And fnally ro
the elaborate naturalistic. multi-
colowred beasts of the so-cafled
micddle Magdalenian perind, o
which the climax of Alamira's
art belongs, A carbun-14  date
for Aliamira of abput 13,500
B.C. his hecn estublished, The
art of Ribadasella fits well jmo
the scheme, belongine (o a stage
of  mid-development,  about

1o B.C.

It s generally  aereed  that
caves were decorated far ritual
or magi: purposes. The informa.
tion they provide js invaluable,
concerning the beliefs of the
paleolithic hunicrs, and the pe
of beasts. on which man's life
depended, roaming  souifiern
Europe in the wake of the re-
treating  ice. Thev show, too,
that the 1echnological =kill of
Stone Ape mah was such that
he conld mahe brushes apd good
paints, coubd kindle 5 worch and
rekindle il quickly in the dark,
And evidence thal art “schools™
exised, where studenis learmt to
carve aml draw on ceraps of
stone, and thed became (ravel
ling artists, indicates fluu society
wits indeed more sophisticated
thun gencrally believed. :
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Husband and wife
rescued from cave

A woman with a fractured pelvis and her
hushand with a broken arm and probable
fractured skull spent seven hours in a Tas-
manian cave before being rescued early

vesterday,

Forestry experis and police strugzled
through dense rain forest to make the rescue
at Maydena, 50 miles from Hohart.

Mr and Mrs Michael White, of Maydena,
are recovering in the Royal Hobart Hospital.

A hospital spokesman said their condi-
tions were satisfactory.
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NEW BOOK
Carsos de Cuba (Cuban Karst) : A.N, Jimemez, V. Panos, 0.Stelcl.
Serie Lspeleclogica y Carsologica No., 2. Academia de Ciencias

de Cuba, Habana, 1968,

SUSS has possibly the only collection in Australia of books
on caving in Cuba. The collection includes an extensive treatise
on the geography of Cuba by the first-named author, who is
Proflessor of Geography at Havana University and an exchange corr-
espondent of SUSS. This latest arrival is mentioned here not
betause it is of much interest to cavers here, but may be a useful
reference and key to Cuban karst types for any serious worker who
reads this newsletter., The other authors are apparently khown
for their work on karst in Central Zurope.

8ix types of karst in Cuba are differentiated and described,
each with several subtypes, the main criteria being morphkological
and tectonic factors. Limestone, mostly quite young (not older
than Cretaceous), outcrops over some 90% of the whole island.
Not all of this is caverniferous, but caves are quite common thro
throughout the island (ec.f., Fidel Castro who, because of his
garly attachment to caves before the revolution, is now patron
of the local speleo. society). L good deal of the non-cavern=-
iferous limestone is very recently emerged from the sea, and
there arc vast Miocene and Quaternary deposits at shallow depths
offshora. Inland, some deposits are intruded or interstratified
with Cretaceous volcanics. A wide variety of both tropical and
temperate karst features are found, such as dolines, poljes,
mogotes, lapies, tower karst, cockpit karst and aligned karst.
There is a key map to the karst features of the island, quite
a few good photographs and an extensiwve bibliography.

n.b. The above inadequate review is based on a very inadequate
browse through the Spanish text and may have a few
inaccuracies in interpretation in it.

ODDS _AND _ENDS

In Sydney last week =~ Dick ("Mad Dog") Heffernan,
fresh from cruises in Antarctic waters on which he met John
Hinwood, sometime (about 1960) President of 8.U.S.S. Flushed
with the feel of real money for the first time, Dick has apparently
gone to New Zealand for some climbing.



