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COHMING EVENTS

April 1 Annual Genercl Heeting - hgain a new meeting pl-oce, this time it's -
ROl 328, SOUTH-E/LST CORUER OF THE OUADRAITZLE at 8,15PM. This is the
corner with the jocerandc tree. At this meeting the new Committee
will be elccted, the nroposed Constitutional amendments will be voted
on and the membership fee will be set. LAlso preliminery organisation
for the Daster trins will get underwny.

394 COLONG - New datc for the cencelled March 20,21 trip.
coving for new members. Jim Secbrook 74.6084

General

8-13(Fcster) 1. COOLEHAN - Surveying, exposure tests(?), general caving
and perhans some easy bushwolking in beautiful alwvine
country. Fishing for those with licences. Celebrate
Zyg's deporture from the army. Bring your own flagons.
John Holliday 54.1922 - Ludwig uengenreider is ill

oni eon no longer lead this trip.

Y/RRANGOBILLY - Surveying, gecnercl explorotion in tres
pretty coves, verhaps some easy bushwalking. jgein
BYOF's. Jim Seabrook 74.60%4 - Ludwig is no longer
lecding this trip either.

24

24,25,26 JENOLAN - Continuation of Hammoth work - surveying, vshotogr: ohy
perhaps some hord caving. Uaitng list only - this trip is
clready fully booked. John Nunkley 759.9956

29 Sydney Speleo Society ilceting at which there will be = debzte on the
issue of lrdders versus mechanical climbing deviees - this should
be of interest to some members. Venue: Room lf, CGround Floor, Y..[.C.A.
Building, Pitt 5t., =t T.45pmm.

liay 6 CGencrel Mecting — probcbly in Tm328, Quadrengle, however this is not
definite - full details will be given in the leoy Nowsletter.

15,16 CLIEFDEN - Surveying in Tonlow Meze. Tentotive only. John Holliday
54.1922
29,30 JEHOLAN (tentntivec) Jehn Dunkley 759.9956 (tentotive TL)



- SUS5 — The SYDNEY UNIVERSITY
. SFELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY —————

President: John Dunkley Secretary: Jim Seabrook
22/53 Alice St., 142 Parramatta Rd.
Wiley Park, 2195, Croydon, 2132,
759.9956 T4.6084

Editors: John Holliday
56 Lynwood St.,
Blakehurst, 2221. g g
54,1922 Editorial
EQUIF ENT AND SAFETY

T YRR This is nDt I"Eﬂ-l].air o Gditﬂriﬂl b‘l.lt I‘ﬂ.‘ﬁher an
‘éxplanation of the nresent situation =2s regards 5USS equipment. Thie is
necessary beccuse 3SUSS at present faces a rother large oxpenditure on rones,
the Ushikats compzss znd possibly ladders. Unfortunately everything has
come at once.

Following the Wee Jasmper trip, Murroy Anderson, the Sefety O0fficer,
presented the following report to the Commitiee:

"Zfter seeing the rope failure ot fee Jamper, as well as the
shambolic situation of 'who owns this rone'y, I irould like to
list 2 number of suggestions to increase the relicbility of
the Club's eguipment.

1. Retire =2ll Hanillo ropes from service.

2. Buy 1 x 150" and 1 x 120" No. 4 Nylon for belaying and

1 x 150" and 1 x 120' 11/2inch ilanilla for cbseiling.

3. Loch rope should be mode identifiable by some means (dyeing?)
and an accurate log sheet mainteined, stating the dates used

and the tynmes of usage, eg:

' "ee Josmer, 6/7 March 71 - 150! ilanilla: 8 x 70!
tiristed knot sboeils. 120! Nylon: 16 belays with
some abrosion over rock edge.'’

4. o lending or privetc uscge of gear without the permission
of the Committoe.

5. The following proccdurc before, during and after a trin:
the Triv Leader will arronge the necessory. equipment with the
FKouipment Officer. After returning the eguinment in & good
clean condition, the Trip Leader will give the Equipment
Qfiicer the exact detoils of ecuipment usage so thot the
log shoets for these items may be filled out."”

The Committee agreced to llurray's recommendotions. So far 3 ropes have
becn purchased ond dyed. HMurrcy ond Jim Seabrools (Eqg. Officer) are invest-
igating the purchase of the 4th rope -- perhaps 150' of Kernmcntle rather
than nylon. The Society By-laws concerning eguipment recouire amendment to
wut the other reccommendations on o legzl bosis and this is one task vhich
will confront the new Committee. Fowever, the log sheets have clready been
commenced concurrently with the purchase of the new ropes.

As regards other items of equipment, the Ushikata forestry type compass
vlus tripod ill cost approx. 5100. This has been paid for by private loan,
but the Society must pay for it eventually. Finally ladders -— Murray has
withdrawn one 50' ladder from service and is investigating the possibility

of making or purchesing new ledder. cont. on page T2
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SUSS AT LARGE or KHOVINGS OF THE QUIET ROVER —-

Norm Poulter Reporits on ihaszad—dum.

(Editors note: SUSS member, Norm Poulter, commenced o round Australia, work—
ing holiday im Tesmonia immediately after the AST Conference. This is the
first of a series of revorts thot Ilorm will provide o2s he tours Australiz,
Since early January, despite caving injuries and Landrover trouble (ie: the
Quiet Rover), he hes played a mejor role in the exploration of Khazad—ium,
fustralin's deepest cave. On Jan 23,24 he wos in o party which nushed the
cove to a denth of 860ft. His leg was injured at = 30ft weterfall on this
trip. Then on Feb 27,28 he was in the party thct got to a denth of 970f%t,
ond this article is his description of that trip.)

February 27:

About 13 neople from TCC rnd S5C5 set out from the Junee
llomestead to zorry gear to JI4 (ie: the mrin K-dum entrance) ond partially
rig the main pitches. By prior arrangement the members of the attack team
(I was onc of them) were to take it easy ond were expected only to assist
in cerrying the TFO0ft of lodder ~nd approx 8-700ft of rope to the cave but
not into it, hovever we 211 went in. Peter Shaw(TCC) and I had predecided
to explore the high level dry possage that I had discovered during my first
trip into the moin section of the ccve during the AST Field Tripe, and was
yet still unexplored. I was confident that it bypassed the 70 and 94ft ladder
drops along the usual route down. In 30 minutes we found that it did, coming
out about 150ft downstream from the 94ft pitch. The passogeway hed = 251t
drop followed by = winding damp strcomray terminating at a 60ft drop in 3
stages which I descended with some of Rick Crowles porachute tope and a
woistlength. After seeing where it come out and thrt it was the best and
exsiest way down ond up, I reclimbed the almost sheer drop. The discovery
coused o lot of confusion with the rigging parties and o lot of derigging
and rcrigging went on and set back schedules. The significance of the new
pessage is this —- before there was 164ft of laddering to do, now there is
only 85ft of easy leddering leaving just on 80ft of ladder that ccn be used
elzevhere,

Sundoy, Ieb 28:
Attack ond suvport narties entcred cbout 11.30am. Attack

broke into tiro 3 mon parties, the lead tezm consisting of Phillip Dobinson
(TCC), Peter Show ond myself, the second tecam of Kevin Kicrnaon (scs), Chris
Herris(5C5) -nd Greeme somebodyorother (SCS). I was wvearing a loose fitting
wetsuit. lle come to the watefalls — my pet hote. The first one had me full
of apprchension ond I took a deen breath and storted down, ccught my foot
in the ladder about 4ft from the bottom and hod a rough landing. Next came
o real waterf{cll —- the one where tho rock londed on my foot last time only
this time I just hcd to go through the water. Once again I mustered up
some cournge rnd storted down, but about helfwey ponic set in and I fell
off the ladder cnd landed in the pool below hurting my leg. I was zbl: to
continue down the rest of thc fnlls however to the 860ft level (the furthest
anyone hrod »reviously been), where we snent on hour digging 2 hole for a
Soxin bolt so that we could go dovm a supposed 100ft dron thich turned out
to be only TO0ft and partially wet. Side explorction discovered on estimated
150ft dry crép and a smell draught free, dry chamber good enough to have
mezls in or else sleep sever:l people if they had the encrgy to carry
sleening bogs in.
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Aot emedy daiiacegdy WL Todl WEL a4 Veheess wlibile wdal puer GALD be wih Caiadiwdieve
with another waterfoll drov of unlmown depth. Kevin voluntecred to go down.
He wentb iow cooubt G006 ©0 a swwdll icage verore yeliing fraat.icclay to el
houled up the lodder — he returned scared stiff ond holf drowned to Tovort
throt he still could not see the bottom of the dron. After I took z vater
scmple for flbert Gocde(TCC) we storted back to the others ond a meal — a
hot one in the small chomber mentioned. Ve did not have time to go down the
150ft drop, nor the inclination. ilc had lunch/tec at about 7-85m and then
storted bock in two three men teams. The lead teom (Kevin, Chris end I) to
carry spprox 90ft of ledder each on? at lecast 120ft of rope ecch and to go
back to the moin (94ft) pitch chember. The other teoom would derip ond corry
all that back.

Everything went clright until we reached 2 certain woterfall thet I am
very frmiliar with. Up to this stoge 211 drowns with the exception of the
first 94ft were unlifelined(they ore zll short, hut very wet drovs). On the
way out, cue to my lcg and the waterfolls, I wis the only one in my toom
thet wanted o lifeline so I was olveys the last up. Kevin ond Chris would
g0 up, let down & line for.the gear and then I would.go up on it. Uell,
Kevin went up elright and then up went Chris (this woterfall by the woy wes
o porticulerly hord fell with quite 2 lot of woter in o confined arez).
Chris rcoched the brink end could not get over and things beccme desperate.
I have never gcen enyene so cloase to fzlling —— he only hod one foot on the
ladder rnd the rest of him was spreadeagled all neross the fall —— Kevin
rushed to help him and at one stage it looked s though they would both
go over. After whot seemed on oge Kevin monnged to houl Chris over the top,
“hew! After the geor it was my turn and I foolishly still hod 100ft of rone
cnd my 4oy pack on me. The second party had eought un by this time. I
made sure the bowline wos tight ond up I went — things wont OK until I hit
the edge of the foll and there I stayed. One rung wos in a tight devression
and I could not use it and the next rung wos about one and 2 holf inches
beyond my reach. I did not have the pover in my legs to 1ift mysclf higher,
the poack and the roje nrobably coused this power loss through water dres,
Things were desperate ngein. I tried to shout out but only sucecied in
getting o stomach full of water. I tried ogoin ond another stomoch full
resulted. I tied to rzize mysclf once agoin but could not do it. Then
Kevin and Chris gove an olmighty heave cnd I grobbed ot the elusive TUNE 5
m~de it nd hung on for dear life. The whole incident sceoms quite hilarious
now but believe me it wosn't. The rest of the trin seemed cuite tcme after
that , Chris wisely deociding t0"usé¢ o lifeline up the remrining wotefdlls.

Confusion reigned in the mcin pitch chamber os to how the gear wos to
be reised into the chamber, it finnlly being manhandled up the new passage.
Yo first reoched the chamber at about lam ion., iloreh 1lst. fAlbert and some
of the otuers had been up the ton of the pitch since 8pm thot night. ie
o1l emerged from the cave at nbout 8am after being underground for more than
2lhrz. I'm glad thot this was the last trip this summer (the stream is
gotting too high). If I ever return to Tesmania I'11l meke it a point never
to go near this cove — it's a bit to tough for my liking. Weoter temperature
by the woy is 8-9deg C. IHours expended on my part was 3lhrs without sleep
then one hour slecep followed by ~nother 6hrs cirake before I could bed down
agoin in Hobart.
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TRIP REPORTS

Hee Jasper, 6-7 Harch 1971

"The I'resher's Trip or Caving a la Pitt Street"

Co-ordinator: Ludwig Huenzenreider(IiL); Co-ordination tecm: Jim Secbrook(ML)
John Holliday(l1}, Murray Anderson(ML), Ron lurray(!L), Andy Happ(lM), Zye
Szramka(ML); Visitors: Beverly Riley(UGSS), Graeme 'Bluey' Thompson(CSS);
Other members: Joy ifuenzenreider(il), Jeanette Dunkley(ll), Mark Gainsford (1),
Manfred Listing(li), Brian Wythes(i), R Spence, G Merin, A Dlice, L Blice,
Jack and Judith Vaughan, B Tisher, J Sanderson, G !lcGowan, P Crocker, N DReid,
B Hutchinson, Keith Brister, Weil iiontgomery, P lsheroft, ¢ Roberison, L
Hatts, Steve Williomson, Jeff Turner, Jonice Turner, Cherie Vheeler, DRick
Tunney, Horvey Smith, S Hilligan, B Bailey, P Henry, C iathers, R Stedman,
George Kelen, T ilinty, L Callaghan, B 3pilsbury, . Jenkins, J Helling,

Tony Dowling (all Prospeetivea%u

The aim of this trip was to acoaucint Freshors with coving. Trensport
was arranged by cor and thanks must go to all the drivers who wvoluntecred
their services to make this trip the success it was. llost of the peonle
arrived by 2.30am on Saturday morning, cemp being set up under the causurinas
on the left hand zide of the road as one approaches the ford.

The lodders were set up on a tree with a beley and ihe whole host was
mustered at 9.30am for practice in tying the bovwline end climbing the ladders
as well as some belaying dcmonstrations. Some hints were given on cave
safety and procedure. Having made sure that everyonc wrs sufficiently com-
petent the host was cdivided into four groups — one to go to Punchbowl, the
other three to the Dip system. These ccves hnd been rigged with ladders the
previous night by the advance narty. Thosc going to the Din left at verious
times half on hour opart to insure thot no bottlenecks would ocour. HNeedless
to soy they did, however they were not that bad and everyone spent some six
hours coaving in this system. All sections of the Dip were wvisited and the
perties were all back by 6pm. Those from Punchbowl returned ot the same time
except for ‘lurrcy ‘nderson who remrined hehind to zid a2 group of teachers
rvho had some difficulty in nepgotiating their way through the system.

Dinncr was eaten after which the loeal Council man (or so he said) come

to collect = camping fee. I informed him thot we would not poy as :

i) there were no facilities of any kind provided

ii) we were comped on Crowvn lond
Following this he asked for nll the nomes anéd cddresses ?7?? I asked him if
he wanted then immediately ond he szid yes. He rlso made & vague refercnce
to the fact thet 2 Herlth insnector hod supposedly visited the compsite
earlier that day. By this time he still had collected no money or names
s0 he left saying that he was going to ecall the police. However they ncver
cirived. MAlso no one could rcmember seeing o Health insvector around earlier
on. ILventuclly the whole incident was forgotten and ~ cempfire wes organised
-- minus 2 fire os there was o total fire ban in forece at the time. However,
it wos still 2 success and some of our boys even got slightly slozhed on
the creek water.

cont. over
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Lfter breckicst on Sunday further brips were led to the Gong iloom and
o few bods abseiled into IJ4. Also Dogleg and Signoture vore visited, the
former being pushed to <the first sump. Getting that far involved a swim
through oily mud and 28 ¢ result those covers returned to the connsite some-
vhat grimey — a bevy of comeramen cogerly nhotographed their mud-cncosed
bodics. MAll parties returned to the surfoce by 2om and «11 had left by 3.

Ludvig ilucnzonreider

Editorial —— Equivment. cont from noge 68

Thoat then is the position. The robcs rere urgently needed —— you connot
g0 caving in meny ploces without them cind old ropes just do not suffice.
The compass is necessary if SUSS is to corry ocut cny renl speleclogiccl work.
It was ordered early last ycar and wos hopefully to be finonced with a gront
form the Students Rew Council, but they are arwcrently unakle te help us.
The len's Snorts Union cannot give SUSS a grant becouse SUSS has women as
voting members cnd beectuse sneleolosy is not & spert (euriously enough
mountoincering is). Similarly with the Jomen's Snorts fssoc. At other less
tradition bound Unis they have combined Sports Unions which do give grents
t0 sneleo soclieties,

Thus the unfortuncte rosition is thot SUSS must roise 2ll of its funds
itself cnd so the By-laws have been omended to allow for o 5ﬂcentfperson
trip fce to be levied on all future trips. This still wild not provide
cnough tnd so further socizcl functions will probably be held. Additionally
membershin fees may have to rise cven more than the expected 50cent rise
clrecdy mede necessary by the inereacse in ASP canitation fees. This will
be a motter to deeide at the innunl General lieeting on fpril 1st.

By-low feendment
The Committee has revordied Scction D(3) "Trip Fees™ to read:

"Persons mey ~ttend Society trips at the discretion of the Trip Leader on
peyment to him of a trip foe of 50 cents. I!lembors and Prospoctive [lembers
wishing to attend shall have nriority over any non-ncmboer.!

Ve iembers

SU3S hns three new full or associate members: Jack and Judith Vaughn
and Richord Tunney. Hopefully they will be the first of a large influx this
year.

3SUSS clso has o new Trip Leader: John Holliday.

mit Etna Covea!

John Dunkley has copies of this good UCSS publication available for 52.75
at llectings.i
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ASF EIGHTH BIENNIAL COWFERENCE FIFLD TRIZ:
HT. ANNE, S.H. TASHW'WIA, 6=10th Jan, 1971
by Ted Anderson

Participants: (16) Brian Collin(TCC-Leader), Ron Allum(UNSUSS), Ted
Anderson(UNSHSS,SUSS), John Bennett(VSA), Chris Cosgrove(SUSS), Rick
Counsell (UNSWSS), Tony Culberg(UNSWSS), Ellen Davies(VSA), Allan Keller(TCC),
Bill Lehmann(TCC), Andrew Pavey(UNSW3S,NZSS), Jim Seabrook(SUSS), Henry
Shonnon(UCSS), Wick and Busan "hite(VSA), Isn Wood (UNSWSS).

Objectives: Exploration of ot leest two large dolines in dolomite on the
N.G. ridge of Ht. /inne ——— known to TCC for cbout four years, but not entered.
Investigetions by Collin and Keller indicated probable 400ft entrance pitch
in the largest doline.

Hed. 6th:

Ain odd nzsortment of wvchicles departed Brion's at obout 0930 ond reass—
embled a2t Clear Tater Creek on the Scott's Pack Bd.y; omid typicezlly mognif-
icent 5.7, seenery, including lit, finne in full view. (Overheard: "Are we
going to climb that!?")

Hurried sorting and distribution of about 600ft of ladder ond 1000ft of
rope —-— much muttering about en opperent, large, local, positive grevity
anomaly ("I wonder if I will need the three dozen Stubni Toz. D's and the
can of strowberries?") — hasty farewells aond off ot a scorching pace across
the blockened button grass at 1230, followed by a slow, stumbling =souelch
through the swemp at 1235. Sumptuous scroggin lunch in somewh-t more sump-—
tuous surroundings at Fern Cemp at 1400. Hect, humidity, hcavy packs, 700
metres (one above the other), "horizontcl" and other verieties of Tesmonian
trog-esting scrub (they ~ctually preserve the stuff in national porks)
provided all concerned (very concerned!) with their own rersonal bottle for
the next four hours.

- Contrary to plan tiro camps were established o couple of kilometres apart
on the southern side of the ridge. The glaciated morphology of cloud filled
valleys, towering columncr dolerite pecks, flecked by remnant snow and etched
droamoticaelly by the oblique diffusion of the twilightk provided an inspiring
and memorcble scene os dinner was prepared in the shadow of Mt. fAnne.

Thurs. Tth:

‘hile one party moved along the ridge to cut a trock to "Number two big
holz", the remrinder struggled (fell) through the uver nresent scrub rnd re-
groupcd with 211 the trog gecr at the edge of the MNumber one hole entrance
pitch. Nick, with transceiver, remaincd perched 125m. above on Lookout Rock
to warn avcy any intending gibberologists. The pitch was rigged, 165m. of
ladder being greedily consumed by the hole, as fast as it could be unrollcd
ond lowered. Allon descended first, reloying instructions and sundry super-
latives to the surface by tronsceiver, including efter 28 minutes of climbing
the denth of the pitch — a record at 128m. Andrev ~nd Ton followed, with
extra rope ond lrdder, Rick beleying, Ted, John, Nick end I~n assisting with
the rope and radios ond avid photogravhy. Helf con hour of exploration ond
the holc was bottomed ~t 158m. in a tight, rubble-choked slot ot the side
of the vost main chamber (75m. long, 30m. wide, 60m. high). & quick sketch

cont. over
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map was made and the explorers retrected, looking nerhaps just o little
tired 25 they .coched the surface. The pitech wos puinfully derigeed cid
the gea ossembled in preparction for the Humber itwo hole descent the next
doy. HNumber one hole was therecfier relerred to 2z "Keller's Celloax",

Fri., 8th:

Brian, Ron, John, Rick, Henry cnd Icn set off to Number Two Hbole, while
a large varty took sdvuntoge of excellent weather to ¢limb the final 300m.
to the summit of iit. Anne (1400m.). The mountcin gonte were rcwarded by a
two pi panorcme ineluding Precinitous Bluff, Tedcroticn Peck, the Arthurs,
Fronklin Range, Coronets, Frenchmans Cop, Iit. odge ond 4. Bowes, Tyenna
Peak, Ht. Field and every other namc worth mentioning in the southern half
" of the islend. Dozens of feet of Ektrchrome (well, several metres!) and o
snow fight later s-w the party hesding back to cemp followed by a2 roaring
sou'westor. The trogs rodioced news of their cxplorstion — a 55m. entrance
pitch, & long talus slope and some passages to 2 depth of sbout 150m., Several
smell holes were investigeted on the return journey zlong the ridge without
BUCCCES,

Sat. 9th:

After a cold (6deg C), wet,: squclly — 2 cold, wet, foggy day. The only
thing observed to be moving fast that day wes the declining rate of activity
re it hurtled hotfoot towvards moro.

Sun., 10th:

Heather had cleared considercbly. A guick trip (eactuzlly several in
ripid succession) down the ridge wee followed by a lecisurely lunch at Fern
Cemp. L brisk pace (civilisation in sight) across the button gross ended in
£ minor skirmish which converted Clear Watcr Ck. to a2 muddy pond, thus
effectively concecling the sunken "Cascade" trecsure frem the eager, ponting
strgglers.

S5USS _FIELD DAY - ilarch 13

A full report may zppear in the next issue, but at .. is stage SUSS would
.like to thonk Mr end lirs ‘fnderson and HMurrsy for their hospitality in.stoging
the $ros_enjoycble B-BM. Their efforts o2s hosts werc much apprecisted by
the hungry and thirsty ladder-climbers oand zbseilers. If only there could
be a ficld doy evoery montheacoaoe?

0dd Ttems ——

Don't forget to come to the fnnual General leeting — the new venue is
ROOHI 328 IN THE SOUTH EAST CORNER OF THE CQU/DRAIIGLE ot 8.15PM. The late
stort is neceasscry beccuse the room is used for cvening lectures un till
8.15.

Hoorcy for computer printed oddress labols —— thonks Jeoff.



