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Editor’s Corner
Publications and Records Director Report.

Well the 3 last months has raced by. I told you of the saga of Geoff and I late last year and all our
goings on. Well it seems like everything is resolved, all passed on the Pen course, a new car for Geoff
and the yacht is back in the water, well except now we need a new garage for all our cave diving
gear as well as a new trailer! !
The directors have all been very busy since Christmas. Rob has been cleaning out Dave’s secret cave
and continuing landowner negotiations. Rob and George gave all the landowners gifts for Christmas
of wine and choccies on behalf of the association. Warrick and I spent most of the week between
Christmas and New Year going through and sorting our memberships, cards still missing and the files.
Thanks to the crew from AB Ocean Divers (esp Jane and Sara) for putting up with all the junk stored
there and the phone calls during this busy period. The great news is we now have a new records offi-
cer, please welcome Michael Kelly to the fold. Michael lives in Melbourne and as well as being a keen
cave and tech diver he managers a groovy nightclub The Lounge at night but has some free time dur-
ing the day to make your cards, do your banking, etc. It is a bloody hard job and Michael has taken to
it with great gusto. I taught my first cav/sink course a few weeks ago (nice to be on the other side!).
Sent in the jpegs, scanned in the paperwork and made a payment by ET. Michael had the card made
and in the mail the Monday night after the course, such service!  Paul is doing a good job with
products with members being able to drop in at his shop to see and try gear on. A small amount of
product will also be on display at Oztek.
We have also been very busy with other instructors rewriting the cavern/sinkhole standards,
powerpoint doc and student manual.
We have 2 new maps available to us which you can download off the webpage. A terrific colour map
of Tommy Grahams produced by Stu McGregor is featured in B&W in this issue on page 27.
We are itching to get back there in October. The other is the new improved Tank Cave map
containing a lot of data. A small description of this is in this issue. Well done to John Winkler and the
mapping tam a fantastic job. Look out for the new Tank Cave t-shirt coming soon to products.
Also don’t forget the terrific mud map of Heike’s with all the sites of the Lower SE marked on a map.
Chris Edwards our former Pubdir has just completed the mammoth task of scanning in ALL Guidelines
from issue 1-90 as a pdf. This will soon be available on CD. Please contact me if you would like to
purchase a copy. Well done Chris!
Finally Caves Alive 2005 is coming very soon (March 19/20). A great line up of speakers, live video
feed, Channel Seven and other local media to attend. Great way for us to showcase what we do and
how important cave diving is to the Mount Gambier region. 
Thanks to those who contributed the articles and photos for this edition.
But we need more.

See you at the back of Pines….

Terri

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director, pubdir@cavedivers.com.au
Email: pubdir@cavedivers.com.au
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A new cave, “Split Cave”, has been explored in the
Solomon Islands. In August 2004, a previously-unex-
plored cave was investigated near the popular diving
resort of Uepi Island in the Solomon Islands. Richard
Servadei explored the cave on the Island of Matiu in
the Solomon Islands. A sketch map of the cave dive
was produced, and some photographs were taken.
The cave, which had been previously explored once only by
the owners of Uepi Island Resort, contains crystal clear
water and decorations, and seems to be connected to the
ocean. It is a full penetration dive of about 100 metres, at a
depth of about 20 metres, although parts do go deeper.
Although the main body of the cave is clear and open, parts
of the cave system are very silty and contain restrictions.
The cave has been named “ Split Cave” as it is accessed
though a large split in the ground on Matiu island....

The Adventure begins...
During a scuba diving holiday to the Solomons, taking in
Gizo and Uepi Is, the opportunity presented itself to do an
exploratory dive on a cave on the nearby island of Matiu.

The cave had been explored only once before, by Grant and
Jill, the co-owners and operators of the Uepi Island Resort.
It was hoped that, if suitable, the cave dive might become
a draw-card for future divers from Australia and elsewhere.
Richard Servadei (CDAA 2251) a Melbourne-based cave
diver was asked by Grant and Jill to do an investigation of
the cave.
Richard, using full cave-diving equipment including side-
mounted cylinders, a helmet, a reel, and lots of lights, car-
ried out an exploration of the cave. One of the aims was to
produce a sketch map and photos of the cave, and another
aim was to see whether the cave connected to the ocean.

Where is this place?
Uepi Island is in the part of the Solomon Islands called the
Morovo Lagoon, the largest lagoon in the world. The
waters around Uepi are warm and clear and contain an
abundance of fish life, including a lot of diver-friendly
sharks. Uepi Island contains a Resort catering mainly to
divers, and the Resort is the only habitation on the island.
The island of Matiu is accessible from the Uepi Island

New Cave Explored in the Solomons
by Nick Jones
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other decorations. This is a clear indication that the cave
was formed above the water level, where it remained for
many hundreds of years, and then subsequently became
flooded.
After exploring the cave, Richard determined that it did, in
fact, connect to the ocean as had been suspected. This was
evidenced by several things. Firstly, the water temperature
in the cave was recorded by Richard’s dive computer was
exactly the same as the ocean around the island, a balmy 29
degrees C. After a two metre layer of brackish, run-off water
in he entry pool, the cave contained salt water, as deter-
mined by the well-known taste-test. However, the most
telling evidence was the discovery of sea-life towards the
end of the cave, in the form of fish and sea stars. As a final
clincher, the end of the cave was determined (by dead-reck-
oning) to be fairly close to the edge of the island, right near
where the preliminary unsuccessful ocean dive was con-
ducted.
After the dive, Richard’s equipment was quickly hauled up
and our return journey, by land and sea, was uneventful.
Some photographs of the cave entrance were taken, and it
is hoped that additional underwater photos will become
available in the not-too-distant future.
According to Richard, because of the warm, clear water, and
the beauty of the underwater decorations, this site is one of
the “ top ten” cave dives he has done.

How to arrange a dive in “Split Cave”
If you are a diver planning to do a diving holiday to the
Solomon Islands, then you may consider doing a dive in
“ Split Cave” . However, be aware that the cave dive should
only be undertaken by suitably qualified divers. The exact
policy on this has yet to be determined, but will rest with the
owners of Uepi in consultation with the villagers of Telina.
Any prospective divers will need to arrange their diving, in
advance, with the operators of the Uepi Island Resort. Be
aware that as the site is remote, and under the control of the
local Solomon Islanders, there will probably be additional
fees and “ custom fees” associated with the dive. Divers will
also have to be prepared to carry their equipment over
uneven terrain and dodge big red spiders!

But wait, There’s more...
Thanks to Tracy Price of Dive Adventures in Melbourne for
arranging this trip.
If you want additional information on dive travel, Cave
Diving in Australia, or pleasure diving in the Solomon
Islands, you could visit the following websites:
•  Dive Adventures: http://www.diveadventures.com
•  CDAA: http://www.cavedivers.com.au
•  Uepi Island: http://www.uepi.com

If you need more information about the cave dive in
“ Split Cave” , Richard may be contacted by e-mail
on richard_x_servadei@national.com.au
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Resort by a 40 minute boat ride. On this exploration trip,
the boat from the Resort was under the control of
Divemaster “ Deliva” , a 20-year resident of the Resort. The
boat was driven by Edley, one of the drivers responsible for
getting Uepi Resort divers to and from the various sites.
Matiu is a small island about six km long, also in the
Marovo Lagoon, and falls under the control of local
Solomon Islanders. We met the local representative, “ John
Wayne” , from the village of Telina on the main island of
Mbareke,and he climbed on board our boat and directed us
to Matiu Island.

Preliminary Dive - Wishful Thinking
John Wayne, who knew the location of the cave on the
island, mentioned that he had followed the fault line on the
island right out to the island’s edge. He indicated that the
fault continued down into the water, and suggested that it
may be worthwhile checking it out from the ocean side.
We agreed, and thus was born “ Plan B” . This involved
doing a short exploratory dive from the ocean. Nick Jones
(using twin back-mounts) and Richard (using side mounts)
entered the water and dropped down to eight metres
where a huge, triangular-shaped underwater split was
apparent. Richard entered the split but it rapidly became
very narrow and impassable, even using side mounts. So
after a few brief minutes, the ocean dive was abandoned,
and a new plan-of attack was determined. We reverted to
“ Plan A” which called for us to traipse across land, trans-
porting our equipment, and entering the cave from a pool
at the bottom of a large split in the ground.

Access - Getting to the Site...
Once the boat was safely moored on a beach on Matiu,
Richard’s diving equipment was carried over land for about
200m, to the edge of a giant split in the ground. The sur-
rounding area was uneven and full of sharp volcanic rocks,
and the tree-life was fairly dense. In addition, there were
many large red spiders, which we were assured were harm-
less!
Divers can climb down a steep, sharp, rocky slope to the
bottom, where there is ample room to assemble equip-
ment. Because the water is so warm, wet suits are not nec-
essary, but lycra suits are good as they provide protection
from the sun and any stingers.
Diving equipment can be lowered using a rope, although
care will need to be taken in this.The split in the ground has
a sheer side, and is about 10m deep.
Once deep inside the split, access to the water by a fully
geared-up diver is simple - a giant stride into clear water.
There is a pebbly bottom at about 3m, which could be use-
ful in case anything falls off or is dropped. Exiting the
water after a dive is a bit trickier; it may be best to take off
the diving gear and pass it up to a helper. Climbing out is
then quite easy, although care is needed as the volcanic
rocks are very sharp.

What was found - was it worth it?
In general, underwater caves can be classified as ones
which were always wet, and ones which were, at one time,
dry. Split Cave was once dry. How do we know this?  Well
inside the cave Richard discovered many stalactites and
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I should say at the outset that I approached
this as a diver with a healthy degree of scepti-
cism about both GUE and the “ Doing it Right”
philosophy.
There is a lot (eight hours) in these DVDs and I
would recommend them to anyone who has an
interest in “ technical” diving.
You are taken through all of the equipment
components of the DIR system and they are dis-
cussed at length.
Most of the DVD features an “ interview” with
George Irvine 3
and Jarrod
Jablonski of the
Woodville Karst
Plains Project
and GUE.
These two really
are extraordi-
nary men. They
are Hillary, Exley
or even Mawson
(read “ Home of
the Blizzard” if
you don’t under-
stand what I
mean). They’ve
worked out how
to get there,
been out there
and come back
alive. The
opportunity to
witness a “ fire-
side chat” with
these two is
remarkable and

shouldn’t be passed up.There are a lot of fasci-
nating insights into both their personalities and
the genesis of what is now called “ DIR” .
They are very different personalities. George
was pretty much what I expected. He fidgets,
his speech and ideas jump about and he inter-
rupts Jarrod. You can, however see his enthusi-
asm for diving in everything he says.
Jarrod on the other hand is quiet and very cool,
almost withdrawn. He’s patient, organised in
his thinking and speaks very clearly. With
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DIR 2004.
A review by Andrew Bowie
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It did leave me with the impression that George
and JJ do a lot of their diving “ on the backs” of
a huge number of support divers, who like
Hillary’s sherpa porters, never get to see the
summit.
The discussions about decompression (also
about 50 minutes) were tantalisingly interest-
ing but don’t give anything of substance away
about WKPP’s methods.
In summary:
My verdict? Great entertainment.
Comparing the diving that the WKPP do to vir-
tually anything 99.9999% of recreational
divers will ever do is like comparing the space
shuttle to a paper plane. Once you realise that,

the rationale behind DIR becomes somewhat
clearer.
I can see that if you’ve gone to so much effort
to develop a system that lets you go 10,000ft
into a cave on a 300ft dive that takes 6 hours
plus 9 hours decompression you’d think that
you had something worthwhile to tell the
world. And you’d be perfectly justified in want-
ing to make some money out of those you’re
telling about it too.
Whether that systematic rigidity needs applying
to lesser forms of diving is a question that only
the individual diver can answer.
I highly recommend this DVD.
Andrew Bowie.

Caves Alive, 2005!
Mount Gambier, March 19 and 20.

Watch live video feed out  of  Englebrechts West  on Saturday afternoon.

Saturday 6-9pm Lady Nelson Theatre, Lady Nelson Tourist Office
Drinks, dinner and talks.

SPECIAL GUESTS INCLUDE:
•  Neil Vincent , cave diving photography, 

•  Jarrod Jablonski (USA)- cave diving in Florida, 
•  Ken Smith- Cave diving a Spectacular Past ime and 

•  Peter Horne, on the history of  cave diving in Mount  Gambier.

Many landowners, local and interstate media and VIPs in attendance.

A night  as a CDAA get  together with locals and tourists
Chance to show how important cave diving is for local tourism in the Lower SE SA.
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BELLUM  HOT EL
CDAA members $35.00

per room per night.
Ensuite Bathroom for All Rooms

Each room has one Double bed and a Single bunk bed.
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Contact Simon or Lisa:-
08 87385269

or email bellumhotel@internode.on.net
And if you don’t know where the Bellum Hotel is,

it’s that pub on the road to Port McDonnel
just next to the turn off to Little Blue!

George you sometimes need to review what
he’s said to understand it, but with Jarrod it’s all
there for you. This is possibly related to the
amount of teaching Jarrod does.
I, like most people reading this, had heard a lot
about “ GI3” before but it was interesting to
hear it from the horse’s mouth.When compared
to the internet “ legend” that he has become,
George was surprisingly tame and whenever he
started to go off on a tangent Jarrod managed
to rein him in.
The greatest single criticism I have about this 3
DVD set is that the technical quality of the
recording is really substandard. Sadly, the qual-
ity of the lighting, audio and set organization
was pretty “ Wayne’s World” . All the video is
very amateur and is seemingly shot in George’s
lounge room.
Next time they will hopefully employ a profes-
sional studio team rather than propping

George’s “ video-Gavin” aka “ Mini Me” up on
an empty Kool Aid crate. At one point where
they are demonstrating how to fit a backplate
they have obviously stepped a couple of metres
(feet?) to the left of the main set. Pity no one
thought to adjust the lights so they are actually
on the presenters.
The sound is particularly annoying, with George
bumping the mike with every wiggle and fidget,
and a terrible 50hz hum overlying a significant
proportion of the video.
Disc 1.
There was a lot of useful information and I
found myself strangely compelled to go and get
my backplate (yes, I really do have one) out and
start fiddling. George’s Uri Gellar imperson-
ation (D Ring bending) was pretty funny.
I did cheat at this point and watch the 18 min-
utes of Wakulla at the end of DVD 3.This is the
only diving footage on the DVD and is absolute-
ly breathtaking.
Disc 2.
We move out to, you guessed it, George’s
garage. Looks just like my garage except:
•  It’s a lot cleaner but there are a lot more

jets taking off next door
•  There’s substantially more helium 
•  There’s a veritable forest of Gavin scooters

in one corner 
Again it’s predictable but interesting. George
does some simulated trimix blending (gets a bit
confused with the labelling) and gives us the
Cook’s tour of the Gavin scooter, which is inter-
esting if like me you’ve never seen one before.
He keeps on going on about how simple they
are, and like a lot of the other DIR stuff (back-
plates, canister lights and spring straps) he’s
right. There is more on the evolution of the
Gavin on DVD 3.
Disc 3.
There is a long (50 minute) discussion about the
benefits of a “ team approach” in this sort of
diving, which contains some interesting pearls.
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The size and complexity of  the cave and the limit -
ed access for the mapping team combine to pro-
long the effort . However spirits remain high and
we cont inue to push on. As always any assistance
is welcome, part icularly f rom divers on-site on
non-mapping weekends.
The new download map image release at  V5-01-29
prints by default  at  A3, and has good resolut ion
up to A1 if  you have access to a larger format
printer. Another opt ion is to use sof tware such as
the Mapmaker applicat ion which can use small
format  printers to print  across mult iple sheets that
can then be joined together.
In addit ion, this map image has also been geo-ref -
erenced and comes with a separate calibrat ion
world f ile (.jgw). This f ile should be kept  in the
same directory as the image f ile. Many GIS & map-
ping applicat ions including f ree viewers will sense,
load, posit ion and scale the image based on the
calibrat ion f ile. The applicat ions tools then can be
used over the image, for example for coordinate
display, distance measurements, compass direc-
t ion, drawing lines and adding text  overlays etc.
Note that  the coordinates used in this image are

unique to this part icular public release and are in
metres relat ive to the lower lef t  corner.
The MapMaker Grat is applicat ion has a suite of
tools which can be used and also allows any added
overlay informat ion to be saved for re-use, or
emailed to others for viewing.  Anybody consider-
ing joining in the mapping effort  should give this
a t ry out  as it  is a good int roduct ion and a very
useful collaborat ion tool. A f ree version of
MapMaker “ Grat is”  is available for download
f rom ht tp://www.mapmaker.com/
<ht tp://www.mapmaker.com/> 
An updated version of  the on-site laminated map
used for dive planning has also been created. This
has the same simple look and feel as the original
and has been enhanced with the new wall details.
This will be on-site short ly.
A big thank-you to everyone who has helped so
far, especially to those who cont inue to work on
the project . We look forward to providing further
updates later in the year.

Cheers, John Winkler 
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The latest  release of  the Tank Cave map is now
available for download as a high resolut ion JPEG
image f rom the CDAA web site.
The map has been signif icant ly revamped to a new
baseline and ref lects the signif icant  ongoing
efforts of  the Tank Cave Mapping Team and the
count less individuals who have stepped in to help
out  along the way. 
The team has been busy with the ref inement  of
the pingers & thumpers and the techniques used,
and have now accurately located and posit ioned
164 reference points within the cave. 
A comprehensive adjustment  of  the ent ire previ-
ous data set  into the Map Grid of  Aust ralia has
been completed. This alone took 3 man weeks of
effort , and whilst  the results may appear subt le, it
has allowed all subsequent  work to be added
st raight  into the map with precise f it .
Techniques have also been developed to ut ilise
simple low cost  technology to plan, record & t rans-
fer detailed informat ion quickly, direct ly and accu-
rately into the map data set , thereby avoiding
t ranslat ion errors for bet ter accuracy & retaining
the original informat ion. Common & f ree GIS sof t -
ware tools are in use for online collaborat ion
amongst  the scat tered team members.
As a result  of  this the signif icant  changes in this
release are: 
Wall and other details have been progressively

added over a number of  addit ional areas of  the
cave where previously only lines existed. 
As wall details have been added, “ Line Removed”
and “ Line Unmapped”  f eatures have been
removed f rom the map to bet ter ref lect  the actu-
al site and minimise confusion. 
Addit ional tunnels have been located and added
such as the new S12 extension. 
A number of  connect ions have been ident if ied.
These include the locat ion, re-alignment  and addi-
t ional details for the goat  t rack connect ion to the
G tunnel. 
Some tunnels have been relocated. 
A number of  exist ing tunnels have been reviewed
and wall and other details revised. 
Commenced adding ‘Low Areas’ & ‘Window’ fea-
tures. 
There is st ill a great  deal of  work to be done.
There are numerous areas current ly being worked
and ref ined for addit ion to the map and there are
other tasks on the schedule to enable complet ion
of  the plan. Primarily these involve adding the
outstanding wall details to the current ly ‘line only’
areas, and adding the remaining known tunnel
details. There is also a great  deal of  work to be
undertaken to complete the 3D model, and the
surface terrain model is also current ly undergoing
a detailed review with addit ional areas being
added.

Tank Cave Progress Report
and Map Update.

Tank Cave Progress Report
and Map Update.

~ Articles for Guidelines ~
Members wishing to submit articles for inclusion in Guidelines can do so
in the following manner:

• Send articles & photos via post, or preferably by email to:
Terri Allen, PO Box 7592, Melbourne 8004.

• Email to pubdir@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

• Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.
If mailing please send pics and text on CD.

• Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least
200 ppi at 15cm wide or equivalent, and saved as Greyscale as JPEG’s.

WEEZLE UNDERSUITS
Now available from AB Ocean Divers in Melbourne

M&fekin? thftt sptciai nwlmaK Mf/i ivii/i its cm fmrfcrmirg together in j unique manner,
to 3tif< cwiianiYiff a single factor ranmatoh fapertoTwe, FEKITK-mates up ifaOuter%er

Mule from»unique comhirMiiurt a/.nirrofi'rs yjos wlfa uttn^teiist fondsparing.
HLLMJlS- 4 Dfvntwiat»rr of fibres cto»So dann anrf ea^io care for

[anuroussofties and tody pufctandug eternalperformance.

E ? ji/fideif pof/^s ter - The rtnng fatuic.hnap^redwave miar to sunk - sattarri
ramfcrfabfe (Afarm to (lie toudi and traps ai'randbody best ir? its fibres. Hiother tHSHralatey

is ID wxk mottune f/mwtk to out

Be warm,wet or dry, suitable for ice diving, caving or long sea dives.

Give up the cold now!... Starting from $400
ffteilf is now OvOptoNe front

AB Ocean Divers. 237 East Boundary ftd. Bentlelgh East. 3165
Ph C3 9579 2500 irtfoQobQCC'an.LQOS .du
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CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
(Incorporated in South Australia)

M embership Renew als
are due before June 30 th!

Membership Renewal Instructions...

1) Please print  and f ill out  the Membership Applicat ion Form over the page.

2) Enclose a stamped self -addressed envelope

3) Include 2 x Photographs passport  quality and please write your name on the
back of  the photos or email good quality photo as a jpeg (3cm x 2 cm) to
records@cavedivers.com.au. Please do NOT staple  to the form.

4) Enclose your payment . Save t ime, money and hassle join for more than
one year, no limit !

5) If  you wish to have Non Act ive membership pay $35/yr. You keep your
membership going, receive copies of  Guidelines, but  cannot  dive with such
a membership and you do not  receive a card so don’t  need a photo.

6) Af ter August  31st  any unpaid renewals will incur a $45 late fee. 

7) Anyone wishing to add a Nit rox Endorsement  will need to include a photocopy
of  their cert if icat ion and pay a once only processing fee of  $10.00

Memberships cannot be processed until everything is sent in.
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I N ST RU CT OR M AT ERI A L ORD ERS:
Procedure for ordering student packs:
1. Check you are insured & f inancial.
2. Send order & cheque or by phone/credit  card.
3. Allow 14 days from when the order is received - so allow plenty of  t ime.
4. Student kits cannot be returned.
5. Instructors must be act ive.
6. Please do not pass my number on to dive shops - you should deal with them not me.

CONTACT:
HEIKE APPS - INSTRUCTOR M ATERIALS OFFICER, PH: 02 6291 0566

PO Box 292, Calw ell ACT 2905
Email: heike.apps@ga.gov.au

VSSTlty;&
0 SERVICES 2

CDAA Cavem/Sinkhole & Cave Courses
IANTD Technical & Trimbt Courses

IANTD Rebreather Courses
GUE Training Courses

Nitrox Fills
Trimix Fills

Full Range Of Technical Diving Equipment

279 Manuondah Hwy
Ringwood Vic 3134
Ph: (03) 9879 2868

www.divcrinstnjctiocscmccs.coffl.au
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Association that volunteers when they can, that offers
help whenever, the real unsung heroes! These mem-
bers do not deserve to be treated differently they are
the strength of the CDAA, I will NOT put someone in
front of them and declare -  privilege! So what do you
do when the CDAA won’t let you keep your bat and
ball? Why start another group, get your friends to pub-
lish your exploits and rubbish the CDAA at every oppor-
tunity. Sorry, we don’t need you! 

It  is gett ing close to election t ime so my words of advice
– Don’t bother standing unless you are willing to f ind
out who your friends are. Don’t bother standing unless
you are going to be available at all t imes to members.
Don’t bother standing if  you have thin skin, because
some of our members are experts at winding you up!

Do stand if  you can put the CDAA
first in your life, this is what I have
found and whether I win off ice
again or not I will hopefully con-
t inue to work for the Association
on special projects, because I
believe in the CDAA.
Warrick McDonald,
National Director.

•  March 25/26/27/28  (Easter)

•  April 9/10

•  April 23/24/25 (ANZAC Day)

•  May 14/15/16 (Adelaide Cup)

•  May 28/29

•  June 11/12/13 (Queen’s Birthday)

•  June 16/17/18/19  (preference given
to non Vic/S.A. divers)

•  July 16/17

•  July 30/31

~ DATES FOR 2005 ~

BUSINESS DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Life as the business director is going smoothly – with the accounts in a healthy condit ion.
So far is has been a mat ter of  keeping t rack of  all deposits and reimbursing members for
work, items and services. A reminder for all members who deposit  into the CDAA
account  - please include your name and/or CDAA number, and a hint  as to the reason for
the deposit . It  can be dif f icult  to work out  somet imes who the money is f rom. 

One thing I have discovered in the last  few months is how many people are involved
‘behind the scenes’ of  the CDAA. Without  these people volunteering t ime and effort  –
the associat ion would not  be as successful as it  is.   

I have st ill cont inued with the inst ructor materials – which comes
under the standards director. In this posit ion, I have made a new mud
map showing the locat ion of  all CDAA sites on a topographic base.
The map is an A4 size and in colour, so if  anyone wants a copy to
print  for themselves, please email either me or Terri. Thanks,

Heike Apps
Business Director
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly....
The term “unsung hero” is seldom heard these days
as we are all ready to proclaim others as hero’s at
the drop of a hat. We have our own “special peo-
ple” as I like to call them in the Association, take
Dave Warnes for example, CDAA member number
001. Dave was responsible
for exploring most of the
Mt Gambier sites and
many Nullarbor caves that
are being declared as
“New” now. Dave
designed and built most
of the Tank Cave shed, the
stile over the fence to get
access to the forest, has
served on committees, been  a leader in the CDAA
in it’s formation in the introduction of safety proce-
dures and has given more good advice than you can
find in a set of encyclopaedias. Dave is one of the
good guys, Happy Birthday Dave! 70 years young
and still diving Tank Cave!
There are a lot of “ good”  members and the work that
Terri Allen has taken on has been nothing short of
amazing. I don’t care if  this embarrasses her, others
should know what goes on behind the scenes. Terri not
only produces Guidelines and is responsible for Records,
(recently took over the mess that existed and restored
the off ice, so that it  could be passed on to our new
Records Off icer Michael Kelly) but is a workaholic
where the CDAA is concerned; take for example the
putt ing together of “ Caves Alive”  at very short notice
and basically alone. I am guilty of handballing this off
to her and she has run with it , from an idea of the Mt
Gambier council it  has now come together as a huge
public exposure of the CDAA to locals and the country
via Channel 7. Guest speakers such as Neil Vincent,
Peter Horne, Ken Smith and Jarrod Jablonski from
Halcyon have been organised thanks to George Yarra
and others who have helped Terri put together this
event. JJ comes under the banner as “ Good” . I say this
without bias JJ ignored polit ics and made himself avail-
able to the CDAA, others gave in to pressure not to
attend. Adelaide’s event held before “ Caves Alive”  was

put together by volunteers as well, these are the
“ unsung heroes”  of the CDAA, we can all be proud of
the effort. George Yarra and Rob Brennan attended Oz
Tek representing the CDAA. The Association publicised
the event and I hope our members gained experience
by attending. Hopefully the Association will continue
to support events such as Oz Tek but we must give
equal support to shows/events in other States, as the
world does not revolve around Sydney.

The Bad? 
Well apart from those wackers that break the rules
about access, it ’s another approach completely that I
have in mind. I would like to think that most members
don’t give a hoot about the polit ics that go on behind
the scenes. That most members, just want to go diving
and simply want things to run smoothly. Well I want to
share a few things that get under my wick! Pressure
from other Training agencies for one! Putt ing up with
comments from members that work for (own?) a
Training Agency are one of my pet hates. Vested inter-
ests must be taken into account each and every t ime a
crit icism or comment is made. What is in it  for them?
What are they gett ing out of it? Often what seem like
harmless comments have underlying tones that most
members would not be aware of and my occasional
f lare-ups often stem from background manifestations
that make me feel like walking away from the job. I
would like to see a Constitut ion change that forbids
employees of Training Agencies able to take off ice in
the CDAA. One fear I have is that someone will stand
for election that is employed by a Training Agency and
will completely undo all the good work that has been
done for the last 32 years in one foul swoop. Be wary of
the “ bad”  guys! Is support ing the Association banning
YOUR speakers from speaking at our functions?

What do I consider ugly?
One example is when you put yourself above the mem-
bers, where your ego says that you are so good you
don’t need to follow Regulations etc. If  I was to allow a
member who hadn’t paid his fees, to simply pay and
forget back fees or worse, give him free membership,
because he’s some sort of “ hero”  what would the mem-
bership say? Would you all agree to give him a pass
because he’s blah blah blah? I don’t think so, it ’s the
member that  pays each year, that  supports the

National Directors Report

David Warnes

kMEam
f
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(f ree low-priority delivery in Melbourne/Mt  Gambier, elsewhere
dependent  on  locat ion & urgency)

All other access hardware for cave diving, caving, climbing, safety and rescue.
(dist ributed by Compet it ive Advantage Technologies Pty Ltd)

$ (inc GST) Product Application
$104.95 Speleo Caving sit  harness, with maillon,

suited to SRT.
$94.95 Triad Basic sit  harness.
$119.95 Shaf t Includes the Triad, a screwlock karabiner

Access pack and sling saving you $15.00 and preserving
sanity of  the Guides.

$159.95 15m Ladder 6m, 9m and custom lengths also available.
$p.o.a Hardware SRT Kits, pulleys, ascenders, descenders

karabiners etc. for recreat ional or
commercial use.

Aspir ing Products now  in Aust ralia.. .
Caving, Cave Diving, Climbing, 
Safety and Rescue Equipment

Email:- tonymorris@optusnet .com.au

Phone:- 0407 807 076

RE: SHAFT - DID YOU KNOW...
Some divers are f ront ing up to dive this site without  a harness, carabineer

or even a sling. Whilst  prior arrangements with the guide may allow for this to
occur, please be aware that  you may be charged for the hire of  those items. The

guides will happily supply the A-Frame, ropes and pulleys but  it  is
highly recommended that  you own your own personal climbing equipment .

SHAFT DATES, 2005
The upcoming dates are...

April 1/17  •   May 7/8  •   June 4/5  •   July 2/3
For informat ion on the Shaf t  contact

Linda Claridge on 03 5565 8793 or email shaf t@tpgi.com.au

l<£HAQUA ZERO DIVE CENTRE
aquazero.com.au aquazaro@aquazflfo.oom.au

76 Pacific Highway Swansea NSW 2231
Ph. Q2 4$ 720 see Fas 02 49 720 276

D.YE ccNrnt

GREAT TECH GEAR FROM DACOR AND IKELITE,
THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE

Viper Tec MataI Rags
* 170" 1rt stage swivel and

nevemible 2"4 stage, perted
tor twin tank configurations

Rig Pro BCD
75 lb lift, back inflation BCD with
Stainless Sieel Backplate .

•integrated Weights
* Including FREE Double Tank Kit

worth S135.005650.00
11500,00

Viper Octopus

$295.00
PCM Light

incredibly Smdll. yet as bright as
your primary light.

* Great backup or helmet light
•t . 5 hour bum tune, 7.2 walls

Titanium Folding Knife
* Great corrosion resistance

in a backup knife

$65.00$69.00

*
Wfl dfE ilM> dttfen
ia MJ:U Ku=k uid
IHWPNT Imĥ
FklM- ptWfK Ml
LTTUll -=. if JUtjhnc
.i-wn...:rirh

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN AUSTRALIA
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Hi All
Just the usual gripes again - ACCESS is still a prob-
lem. We have received a letter from Forestry SA
(below) re terms and conditions that we need to
adhere to so our access is not jeopardised. (Letter
included) 
If we are diving in a site and we notice other divers
who are not members diving, REPORT them. As they
are diving illegally they do not lose their access, they
have none, and the only access to dive that will be

lost is ours.
Please remember that we have two shows coming
along – Oztek on 12/13th March in Sydney and Caves
Alive on 19/20th March in Mount Gambier.
Safe diving
Just remember
“ACCESS IS A PRIVILEDGE NOT A RIGHT” .
Safe diving Rob Brennan.
National Site Director

Site Director’s ReportSite Director’s Report Green Force
lt’& not only a Light,

it's a System!
r
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Green-Force l ighting is here and as an introductory
special to the cave and technical divers DivcTck is

offering the Green-Force Arrow 12AA 1UD 50 with fast
charger for the amazing price of;
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While you’re waiting for you next Issue of
Guidelines, keep up to date with all the latest

on the CDAA website...
w w w .cavedivers.com.au

IF YOU WANT TO KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST NEWS,
REGISTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

ON-LINE! DON’T FORGET THE WEB PAGE...

•  Course Dates  •  Photo Gallery
•  Access Protocols •  Classif ieds -FREE to members

•  On-line Dive Bookings •  Latest News

Maps and more on
the CDAA website...

For those members who aren’t  aware, the CDAA website
w w w .cavedivers.com.au offers a wealth of  knowledge, new

art icles, dive site overviews, course dates and some
awesome maps. We’ve featured two of  these in this issue. The f irst  is on

the facing page of  Tommy Grame’s. This is available as a colour jpeg
download and is one of  the best  overviews of  a cave dive site we’ve ever

seen. Next  t ime you f ind yourself  on the internet , take 15 minutes to
browse the CDAA website, you never know what  you might  f ind,

that  sparks your interest . It ’s a well maintained site,
thanks to some hard working volunteers. The Map on the facing page is

credited to Stu McGergor. What  a fantast ic composite design!
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CDAA INSTRUCTORS

NAME CONTACT No.s Cavern Sinkhole Cave Penetr Email
A.C.T.
APPS, HEIKE BH 02 6249 9170 Yes Yes Yes heike.apps@ga.gov.au

AH 02 6291 0566

N.S.W..
FEATONBY, TIM Mob: 0402 129 253 Yes Yes No tim.featonby@defence.gov.au

GRILLS, PETER Home 02 4950 6262 Yes Yes Yes peter_grills@hotmail.com
Mobile  0419 820 920

ROBERTSON, ANDREW Home 02 9548 5987 Yes Yes No lscb005@bigpond.net.au
(currently inactive) Work 02 8868 8025

Mobile 0417 664 255

WALTERS, DESMOND BH 02 6041 1405 Yes Yes Yes dive@descend.com.au
AH 02 6025 3506

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

YARRA, GEORGE M: 0418 847 889 Yes Yes Yes gumbyg@adam.com.au

WEST AUSTRALIA
BUSH, GARY M: 0402 339 652 Yes Yes Yes garybush@bigpond.net.au

NTH. TERRITORY
ELLIOTT, CLAIRE BH 08 8981 3049 Yes Yes No

Mobile 0417 808 647 claire@divedarwin.com

WEISSE, RICK BH 08 8981 3049 Yes Yes No rick@divedarwin.com
Mobile 0411 470 033

VICTORIA
ALLEN, TERRI Mob: 0419 176 633 Yes Yes No terri.allen@baker.edu.au

AXTON, PAUL BH 9782 1671 Yes Yes Yes lozhard@bigpond.com
Mobile 0419 346 442

BARCLAY, GARY AH 03 5565 8793 Yes Yes Yes Yes garinda@tpgi.com.au
Mobile 0407 052 074

BOURKE, STEPHEN Mob: 0405 314 204 Yes Yes No scubasteven@bigpond.com.au

BOWMAN, JANE BH 03 9579 2600 Yes Yes No info@abocean.com.au
Mobile 0407 566 455
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‘Standards Direction’‘Standards Direction’
“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeing new landscapes, but in having new eyes” Proust
I would like to encourage all to attend Caves Alive on the 19th and  20th March. There will be some terrif ic
guest speakers such as Peter Horne and Ken Smith with presentat ions on the History of Cave mapping. For
those of you who have never heard any of these two speak I encourage you to come along both Peter and Ken
have spent a lifet ime of dedicat ion to research and mapping, most of the maps we use today have in someway
shape or form have had input by Peter Horne. Fingers crossed we may even have a live video feed into
Engelbrets West. There will also be a photography talk by world renowned award winning photographer Neil
Vincen. We may also have an overseas guest presenter (Jarrod Jablonski of GUE)

January has seen another penetrat ion program run smiles all round to most congratulat ions and well done to
all part icipants. Thank you to all the instructors on the program and well done and congratulat ions to Warrick
McDonald on achieving penetrat ion instructor.
On the course front the instructor advisory body [great teamwork]  has spent considerable t ime on reviewing
the Cavern / Sinkhole program.  The revised course will soon be put to instructors for comment and addit ional
input.

The fact that more divers are traveling abroad, and given the caves are generally more complex e.g. Florida,
Mexico, the cave program is also under review with an extra supplement on permanent line, line arrows, cook-
ies, line markers previously taught on the penetrat ion course.
The New Year has brought about some busy t imes with changes to instructor renewals with the adoption of
the Australian standards some t ime ago It  has become necessary to ensure all our instructors comply with high
standards in order to protect both instructor and the associat ion in event of an incident occurring.

It ’s good to see Australia holds interest in the cave diving world, 7 OS visitors permits have been issued so far.

Looking into the future as we progress more t ime will be spent on the improvement and developments of pro-
grams please feel free to provide input as the associat ion cont inues to move forward.

George Yarra CDAA Standards Director

Thank you for your ongoing commitment and support.
George Yarra, Standards Director



An Introduction to Technical Diving. By Rob Palmer. $45.00
Basic Underwater Cave Surveying. The standard publicat ion for anyone remotely interested in research and $30.00
survey techniques used in water f illed caves.
Cave Diving Communications. A manual f rom NSS - CDS dealing exclusively with all underwater $17.50
communicat ions used in cave diving. Including touch, torch and line signals, and use of  line arrows and jump
reels. A must  for all cave divers book shelves.
Cave Diving - A Blueprint for Survival. A book by the world-renowned cave diver, the late Sheck Exley, this $15.00
is a case study of  a number of  accidents that  have occurred in the USA and how to avoid them.
Caverns Measureless to Man. The story of  the passion for cave diving of  the late Sheck Exley who spent  his life $50.00
exploring underwater caves. Publicat ions Directors pick. Amazing book you can't  put  down once you start , a must  read!
Cave Practice & Equipment. Edited by David Judson Brit ish Cave Research Associat ion. Updated 295 Page $40.00
book fully illust rated with over 200 line drawings & 33 pages of  dramat ic photographs. Full chapter on cave
diving by Martyn Farr.
CDAA Occasional Paper No. 2. From Nat ional Conference 1981. Includes topics such as Fossil Cave, Belay $2.00
Techniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.
DAN Emergency Handbook. 1995 Edit ion by Lippmann and Bugg. Printed on waterproof  paper, $17.00
this essent ial f irst  aid manual should be part  of  every cave Divers kit .
Deep Into Blue Holes. By Rob Palmer. This is the project  manual writ ten about  his t rips to the Bahamas, diving $55.00
some of  the most  advanced and spectacular caves in the world.
Diving in Darkness By Mart in Farr. Personally signed by the author. Provides a clear, concise and modern overview $75.00
of  the essent ial equipment , skills and techniques required to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. 
Published in sof tback Diving in Darkness is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout  its 128 pages.
NSS Cave Diving Manual. The standard reference manual in cave diving covering just  about  every conceivable $55.00
topic. New Edit ion.  CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE
The Darkness Beckons. By Martyn Farr. The history and development  of  cave diving. $75.00
The Cave Divers. By Robert  Burgess. Paperback 352 pages. Full history of  cave diving in the States and further af ield. An
interest ing mix of  adventure and archaeology. Robert  Burgess has been diving for over 50 years. He lives in Chat tahoochee, Florida. $30.00
NSS Cavern Divers’ Manual. The standard reference manual in cavern diving covering almost  every $30.00
conceivable topic. Also most  principles behind safe sinkhole and cave diving.
New Edition of Peter Horne’s Lower South East Cave Reference. An illust rated catalogue of  the Lower $130.00
South East  Region of  South Aust ralia.  CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE
Australian Caving Diving - A Contrast. By Tony Carlisle. Four short  documentary type videos on Warbla $25.00
Cave, Three Sisters Cave, The Road to Toad Hall and Tank Cave. Reviewed in Guidelines 54.
Australia “Nullarbor Dreaming”. A world record explorat ion into a desert  cave. $29.95
This epic underwater explorat ion nearly ended in t ragedy when a f reak cyclone storm hit  the area and the cave
collapsed t rapping the expedit ion below. The program is a graphic account  of  the expedit ion and their escape f rom
the cave. Execut ive Producer - Andrew Wight .
DIR 2004. With Jarrod Jablonski and George Irvine - 3 DVD set . Approx 8 hrs veiwing $99.00
Florida “Window to a Hidden World”. The ult imate cave diving adventure. Andrew and Liz with fellow cave $29.95
diver-explorer Wes Skiles, take us on a journey to discover the beauty and danger of  the Florida aquifer. Beneath
the surface of  Florida lies one of  the planet ’s largest  f reshwater reserves. Producers: Andrew & Liz Wight .
Mexico “Water of the Gods”. An explorat ion of  ancient  Maya ruins and underwater caves. $29.95
Producers: Andrew & Liz Wight . Director: Liz Wight .
Cuba “Beneath the Surface”. The underworld of  Cuba. This documentary explores the role water has played $29.95
throughout  t ime in the history of  Cuba. Producers: Andrew & Liz Wight . Director: Liz Wight .

T-shirts. Colours: Black, White, Maroon. (some 30th Anniversary available) $25.00
Polo Shirts. Colours: Black or Grey. $35.00
Polar Fleece Jumpers. Original Logo. Colours: Navy or Black. $60.00
Polar Fleece Vests. Original Logo. Colours: Navy or Black. $40.00
Beanies. Navy only. $17.95
Caps. Black only. $19.95
CDAA Key Rings. Blue with gold mot if . CDAA P.O. Box on back. $5.00
CDAA Stickers. Yellow. (Include stamped, self -addressed envelope for delivery.) $1.00
Tank Cave Poster. Full Colour 141/2”  x 25”  poster of  Tank Cave by Peter Rogers. Price includes p&h. $8.00

Please make payable to:
CDAA, 279 Maroondah Hwy,

Ringwood VIC 3134
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PRICE TOTAL

CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FORM

Cardholders Name: _____________________________________________ Sub Total $
Address:________________________________________________________ Plus postage & handling $6.00
____________________________________________ Postcode: _________ TOTAL $

Card No. ❏ Bankcard  ❏ Mastercard  ❏ Visa 

Expiry Date: _________  Signature: __________________________  Ph: (    ) ________________  Fax: (    ) ________________

SIZE - Please Advise
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CDAA INSTRUCTORS
NAME CONTACT No.s Cavern Sinkhole Cave Penetr. Email
VICTORIA cont.
BUGG , STAN AH 03 9379 8791 Yes Yes Yes sbbugg@micronica.com.au

CLARIDGE, LINDA Mobile 0408 052 070 Yes Yes Yes Yes garinda@tpgi.com.au
AH 03 5565 8793

CORNELL , BRIAN Home 03 5985 2514 Yes Yes Yes cornell@alphalink.com.au

DALLA-ZUANNA, JOHN Home 03 9434 1216 Yes Yes Yes Yes jdz@smart.net.au
Work 03 9480 1316
Mobile 0407 887 060

EDWARDS , CHRIS 0417 116 372 Yes Yes No cedwards@teksupport.net.au

HEARD, BARRIE AH (03) 5627 6474 Yes Yes Yes Yes iantd@dcsi.net.au
Mobile 0419 401 276

KLEIN, PEDR AH: 9750 6682 Yes Yes No oxygenuser@optusnet.com.au

MCDONALD, WARRICK Work 03 9579 2600 Yes Yes Yes info@abocean.com.au
Mobile 0408 374 112

MONACO, RUBENS BH 03 5984-1799 Yes Yes No info@idcscuba.com.au
Mobile: 0413-429-533

WEALTHY, BOB Mobile 0417 524 005 Yes Yes Yes wealthy@pac.com.au
Home 03 5985 8338

FOR SPACE - APPLY TO TERRI ALLEN, PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR...
Mobile: 0419 176 633   Email: pubdir@cavedivers.com.au

ADVERT ISING RAT ES
Size Type 1 issue Yearly*
Back page Full colour $450 $1350
Inside front page Full colour $450 $1350
Inside back page Full colour $400 $1200
Full page Black+white $200 $600
Half page Black+white $125 $375
Quarter page Black+white $100 $300
* Book up for 1 year’s advert ising and get  1 issue f ree. You also receive f ree full
colour advert ising on our web page: www.cavedivers.com.au
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CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au
Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

CN = CAVERN   S = SINKHOLE   C = CAVE   P = PENETRATION

SITE LEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAILS

MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Ewens Ponds Nil DEAH Groups of  6 or more, phone/mail to Dept . for Environment  & Heritage (DEAH)

P.O. Box 1046 Smaller groups, no need.
Mt  Gambier 5290
(08) 8735 1177 Fax: (08) 8735 1135

Horse & Cart CN Peter Cunningham By phone or mail, 1 week prior. Ph: (08) 8738 4003.
Tea Tree CN PO Box 2168,

Mt  Gambier 5290

Little Blue S Dist rict  Council of  Grant Lit t le Blue - permission not  required - must  carry card.

Allendale C Dist rict  Council of  Grant Obtain key f rom Lady Nelson Tourist  Informat ion Centre.
Gouldens CN DEAH General Diving: Divers to contact  DEAH and not ify of  date and site to be dived. Please make 

requests by phone or fax only.
2 Sisters CN P.O. Box 1046 Divers must  have the correct  CDAA diving endorsement  for the site and carry current
Fossil C Mt Gambier 5290 f inancial CDAA membership card. The diver must  have signed an indemnity with DEAH

Ph: (08) 8735 1177 before access is permit ted.
Fax: (08) 8735 1135 Training: The Inst ructor is to not ify DEAH of  the date the sites are needed and to forward

signed indemnit ies f rom each student  and their temporary card number/ membership number.
Piccaninnie Ponds S as above Permit  holders by phone or fax. Be aware of  delicate vegetat ion. $20/dive or annual Permit  $50.

NOTE: Indemnity form to be completed with membership renewal.

Ela Elap S Mr. Peter Norman Visit  the house before diving.
One Tree S If  no one home - no dive!

Dave’s Cave Dave’s Cave - New site, informat ion to come next  issue or see website.
Hells Hole S Hells Hole - Minimum of  4 divers to be on site at  all t imes..
Pines P/C Pines - Unrest ricted numbers / days
Mud Hole C Mud Hole - Unrest ricted numbers / days
Nettle Bed P Net t le Bed - Open every weekend. Maximum of  4 divers, 1 dive per day.
Nettle Cave Net t le Cave - New site, informat ion to come next  issue or see website.
Iddlebiddy P Iddelbiddy - Open every Saturday. Maximum of  4 divers, 1 dive per day.
Owner: Forest ry SA PO Box 162 Mount  Gambier SA, 5290   Ph (08) 8724 2876.  Fax 8724 2885   Email: forest rysa@saugov.sa.gov.au Contact:
Forest rySA by email, fax or phone to arrange permit . Collect  permits f rom Carter Holt  Harvey Mill Gatehouse, Jubilee Hwy Mt  Gambier.                
IMPORTANT:

•  No diving on Total Fire Ban Days. Forest rySA may apply Forest  Work Bans if  forest  f ire danger is expected to reach ext reme.
Such bans exclude the public f rom entering the forest . If  in doubt , check with Forest ry Ranger or Forest ry Off ice, although signs
are generally erected at  diving sites to indicate such bans.

•  Permit  also required to run compressors during f ire danger season.
•  Keys for Hells Hole, Net t le Bed & Iddlebiddy can be obtained f rom Lady Nelson Visitor Centre.

Kilsby’s S Landowner leased Restricted access condit ions apply - refer to the CDAA Website. Twin tanks, maximum 
to S.A. Police of  40 metres depth. Write to: Gerret  Springer, 30 Lorikeet  St reet , Mt  Gambier SA 5290.

Email: rolukage@ozemail.com.au, 4 to 6 weeks prior to want ing to dive. Please enclose stamped
self -addressed envelope (Do not  contact  landowner) or book via web page.
Access date now the f irst  weekend of  every month.

No Visitors No animals permitted. No mid-week diving.                                                                             
New Access Conditions Apply - see Web Page or Guidelines Number 89 for details
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Back plates + Harness; Wings; Hoses; Guidelines;
Lift bags; SMBs; HID& Video Lighting Systems; Scout Lights

Bolt Snaps; Diver Notebooks; Dry suit P-Valves& Pockets

HALCYON dive equipment

www.halcyondive.com.au


