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L.e.D. is H@r@ ltoa
L€D is Ehe futura of divo lights, ond os oluoys, Dive Rite
leods tho ruog uith L€D technologp for divors...

Combining the tri@d 6r trusted Slimlino
Conister, housing o 4.5oh N|MH botterg pock

ruith on oll n@u L€D heod, Lho neu L€D-300

utilises o speciolly designad 3 L€D orroy
module, delivering o mossive 300 lumen

ouEput, 6r over 50 hours of burn Eime on
o single chorge.

No other L€D on the morket
todog delivers this combinoton

of output 6r burn time.

PineTank Dive Lodge has been designed by cave divers to meetthe needs of divers.With affordable

accommodation and only 5 minutes driving time to the best cave diving sites in the South East of South

Australia (Pines,Tank lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, tossil,Sisters, Mud Hole, Stinging Nettle Cave), divers can

maximise their time in the water. Follow the blue signs.

Three bedrooms accommodate up to 12 divers. Relax between dives in the open plan, self-catering kitchen anr

spacious living area are ideal for divers or cave diving courses,300 bar air fills and BBQ facilities are available,

Pine Tank Drve Lodge is close to the Glencoe General Store for all your fuel, bottle shop,

post office, EFTPOS and store item needs.
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Holvin, Eho

LeD-300 burns
pur@ u;hi[e, 6r is

vi rtuolly unbreokcrble

FR€€ Storm Cose uriEh evotv L€D-300

PINE TANK orvr roosr !
Proudlg distributed in Rustrolio by Hquo Tech llustrolio. Tel: 03 9775 0400

Pine Tank Dive Lodge

klro.EdwAid,Road,,', ".

6lencoe,'5outh Au$ralia

Ph0ne 088739 4020

Mobile 0438 833 103

Email stay@ptdivelodge;on;net
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Manager Research & Mapping - Stuart lvlccregor.
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STANDARDS DIRECIOR - steve Trewavas

Email: standards@cavedivers.com.au. Mobile: 0423 02'1 488.

lnstructor Records - Andrew Higgins.

3 Harris Crescent, Glen Waverley, VlC. 3150

Email: ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au. Mobile: 04'13 569'154.

lnstructor Materials - lan Taylor

Email: materials@cavedivers.com.au. Mobile: 0411 118 134.

BUSINESS DIRECIOR - Heike Apps

Phone:02 6291 0566. Mobile:0407 230 108

Email: business@cavedivers.com.au

Treasurer - Tammy Beattie. Email: tazltam@dodo.com.au

SITE DIRECIOR - Gary Barclay

Email: site@cavedivers,com.au. Mob: 0408 052 070,

Kilsby's Access - craig Larkin.
Email: kilsby@cavedivers,com.au. Mobile: 0418 821 191.

Tank Cave Access - Noel Dillon
Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au - Mobile: 0407 530 103.

Shaft Access - Linda Claridge
Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au. lt/obile: 0408 052 070.

Quality Control Officer - Stan Bugg

AH: 03 9379 8791. Emair: sbbugg@micronica.com.au

PUBLICATIONS & RECORDS DIRECTOR -TerriAIlen.
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Records Officer (Membership matters) - Michael Kelly.
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(not contactable by phone).

Graphics & Advertising - David Bryant.
Email: seaprcs@alphalink.com.au. BH/AH: (03) 59 853 104

Mobile:04'17 125 710. PO Box 2198 Rosebud VIC 3939.

CDAA Products - Helen Higgins - Mobile:0411 120 440.

3 Harris Crescent, Glen Waverley, VIC 3 150.

Email: products@cavedivers.com.au

Webmaster: Tony Richardson. Email; web@cavedivers.com.au
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NSW: [Iark Jobbins. Mobile: 04]1 191 590

Email: nswrep@cavedivers.com.au

South-East SA - Grant Pearce. Mob: 043 8833103.
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Public Officer - revin Burrowes
Phone: 08 8272 5833 email: kbunowes-cpa@senet.(om.au

CDAA INSURANCE
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linrmlti's Conrunn
ln this edition of Guidelines we have another great mix of reports from
uSA, local diving, mapping, handy hints and lots of photos from the very

successful AGM Membeft symposium (see a shot of the audience below).

We welcome on board new adveftisers for the coming year: Metalsub or
make HID lights, Peter Fea(s hoses, Allendale East General store airfills.

Thanks also to our other supporters. All advertising layout and invoicing is

now handled by David Bryant, so p/ease talk to him for all your adveftising
needs. P/ease remember as members you are also able to adveftise your
own second-hand gear for free in Guidelines and on the web page so

make the most of this member service. I also ask that all instructors p/ease put their courses up on the web
page. Makes it easier to co-ordinate access betlveen instructors as well as letting new potential members
know what is happening.
Thanks to those who voted me back in for another term as publications and records director and thanks to
Helen for putting her hand up to nominate for the position. The directors are still busy working on course

updates, instructor updates, membership matters and starting to plan for next year's symposium and other
events including talks in SA.

Recently I was lucky enough to be involved in the Tank Cave project weekend organised by Stuart McGregor
and Warrick McDonald. Despite being well advertised, the turn up was initially disappointing and the task

rather daunting, but we got stuck in to things under !tu's great guidance. Since my partner Geoff has to pull
out at the last minute with a crook back I was left to buddy with Warrick. For each dive Stu would load us up
with our neoprene "goodie" bags complete with new tags (thanks to Rob B for organising thil, zip ties, cut-
ters and hand drawn maps. We soon got in to a routine of removing tags, swapping them around and tidy-

ing up line. We "created" the new P section, tried to renumber the I section and averaged

at least 1 00 minutes on every dive. Les and Stu redid the entrance to the 5 section and the
new N line. Steve and the scooter lads ventured out and renumbered the G and H area,

now much more logical. I think one of their dives was close to 3 hours. At night we dis-

cussed scenarios of rescue in Tank as well as the pros and cons of snap and gaps, etc, it
was very thought provoking stuff . I think for us all it was a very satisfying 4 days of hard
work, completing many tasks. Once again another new map is available on the web and
up at Tank Cave.

Geoff and I are currently doing an IANTD

Trimix course and look forward to some of
the deeper sections of 1080, Blacks and
Kilsby's next year.

Have a happy and safe Christmas
and New Year.

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director,

E ma i I : pu bdi r@cavedi vers. co m.a u

Photos by David Deng

*AmTlcl",ris F0tt GumH[,[NIis*
. Send articles & photos via email to Terri Allen and David Bryant:

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

. Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.
lf mailing please send pics and text to PO Box 2.1gB Rosebud VIC 3939.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi

at 1scm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's, orTiffs if mailing.

I



Kilshyl Mapping Weekend r Pt,z
Richard'Harry' Harris

Perfect weather greeted the team for
the second and final mapping week-
end at Kilsby's Sinkhole in early
November 2007. Once again due to the
generosity of the Kilsby family, we
were granted special access to the site
in order to complete the survey and
exploration work. The 8-member
group performed approximately 32
dives over 3 days to finish the job.

The divers involved were Linda Claridge,
Gary Barclay. John Dalla-Zuanna, Chris
Edwards, Richard Harris, Peter Horne, Grant
Pearce and Ken Smith. As before, a mixture of
open circuit air and trimix diving was per-
formed as well as rebreather trimix dives. All
dives were completed safely and without
incident.

More detail of the deeper SE .,ril,,
area of the sinkhole was
recorded. The side passage
in the NW wall was sur-
veyed, and a number of
important points within
the cave were "pinged" by
Ken Smith. This will signifi-
cantly increase the accuracy of
the survey work done.
Photographic and video work was
performed by Ken, Harry, Gary and Puddles.

Checking and rechecking of the deeper sec-

tions of the cave have confirmed the lack of

any deep conduit leading to China (or ever
Victoria), so it looks as though the maximur
depth will remain in or around the "Scissc,

Room" at 64m. The entire perimete
of the cave was again sc.rutinise

.* for leads but nothing ner

-\ found. So the challeng
remains for others to fin,
the way on!

As an interesting asid,
to the mapping activitier

we attended a meeting o
Saturday night at th

Allendale Community Hall. Thi
hall is under threat because of risinr

insurance premiums, and so Peter Hornr
organised for himself and Richard Harris tt
give talks about cave diving to the local com
munity. Peter's CDAA history talk, and Harry's
discussion of modern developments in cave
diving seemed well received and will hopeful
ly assist with the local effort to save the hall
The hall actually has great significance to tht:
CDAA. as it was here that the stakeholders all
met in 1973 to consider the formation of our
association after the cluster of cave diving acci

dents. lan Lewls who was present at those
early meetings, also took the opportunity to
address the crowd to commemorate the sig
nificance of the hall to the CDAA, and to wisl'r
the locals good luck with their fundraising.

Back to the sinkhole, and most of the explo
ration and survey lines were removed at thr
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Porreilul 50 Witt Hl uahle liUht
o Variable light powen, 50 Watt 0r 28 Watt.

o Burn time is 180 minutes or' 320 minutes with the 13 Ah NIMH batteny pack,

o Weight under water is only 100 gram.

o BatterV charge is displayed in the back of the cable light'

. Optional Goodman Handle o Optional flood neflector

And this is just one of the high quality Metalsub pnoducts.
Metalsub pnoducts ane manufactuned acconding to militany specs.
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end of the weekend leaving only one triangle
shaped guideline that will be a useful visual ref-
erence for new divers in the site. The data will
be processed over the next few weeks and a
new and improved map of Kilsbys will soon be
available to all members. The project was the
second mapping project in the region using
trimix gas to collect data in deeper wateL and
was the first to utilise rebreathers for that pur-
pose. ln that regard the safe completion of the
project has been particularly satisfying.

/".,-
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AAAT 3/, Star ffi
AVAtOil MOTET
"The quiet mottul off the ftighway"

LOCATED 
'N 

THE C'TY CENTRE
www.avalonmotel.com.au

. Very quiet and central location

. Fee Austar Channels

. Walk to shops, cinema, restaurants

.21 Ground Floor Units

. Family Rooms

.4 Bedroom Apartment (sleeps 8)

. lndoor Solar Heated Swimming Pool

. Enclosed Free Guest BBQ

. Guest Laundry

.lnterconnecting Room

. Fully Refurbished

. Microwave Ovens

.lroning board and lron

. Hairdryers

. Toasters

. Tea & Coffee facilities

. Air conditioning & heating

. Fully refurbished

. Non smoking rooms available

. lnternet Kiosk

. CDAAMembers Discount

ffosfs; Jim & Sue
Phone: (08) 8725 7200

Fax: (08) 87259491
Email: avalonmotel@bigpond.com.au
92 Gray Street, Mount Gambier 5290

NSS.CDS
Ar,UARD
T(, t(ltA
TEA]UI

The National Speleological Society - Cave Diving

Section (NSS-CDS) have awarded t0 the Kiia Blue '06

Expedition the NSS-CDS Exploration Award for 2007.

Ken Smith, one of the expedition members attended

the 2007 NSS-CDS Annual Workshop "Cave Diving

Around the World" held at Camp Weed - Live 0ak,

Florida during the week

of May 25-28,2007.
Ken made a number of small presentations including
cavediving at Kija Blue, the Nullabor and Mt Gambier,

all of which were enthusiastically received.

At the workshop, Gene Melton, NSS-CDS Chairman,
presented to Ken a stone award plaque and certificate
for each of the Kiia team members.

The team consisting of Paul Hosie, Craig Challen, John

Dalla-Zuanna, Richard Harris, Steve James and Ken

Smith would like to thank the NSS-CDS for their
acknowledgment.
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"lfyoudontputsomemeshoveryourmouthpiecetostopstones
g"iti'g in You will be sorry one daY"

This was some "";';';r;i 
iiiin that Daves warnes gave me in 1988

....llnfortuiria1 ft lrrrok me almost 20 years to act on it'
By Ken Smi

ln 19BB Dave was training me

and my buddy, Doug Alford, for our
category 3 cave diving test. For

those who don't remembe; the cat
3 test was a much feared event that
took place in Goulden's Sinkhole. lt
was the highest level of testing
done at that time. The higher cate-
gory 4 qualification was obtained
just by demonstrating enough cat 3

diving experience.

As we trained we sometimes
dragged our regulators in the mud
and Dave always said this would
cause trouble. These days, of course,
we know how to clip our regulators
into a safe place. However; debris
can still enter an unused mouth-
piece. Stage regulators are particu-
larly at risk.

A Problem in Tank Cave
Pictures I and 2 show the condi-

tion of my Poseidon Cyklon second
stage after a dive in Tank Cave in
2006. Stones had entered the
mouthpiece and two had passed

through the relatively large holes
that lead to the exhaust valve. The
exhaust valve is prevented from
opening very far by the close prox-
imity of the plastic cover. This meant
the stones could not pass all the
way through. So they stuck there,
qivinq me very wet breathing.

Fortunately I was wearing twin
indt'pondcnt side mounts and the
ollrt'r l,rnk had plenty of gas and a
workirrq rcqulirlor (not a Cyklon). I

<orrlrl slill lrrr',rlh lrom the Cyklon by
r,rrolrrlly prr,ssirrq lht' purge button.
lkrwovr.r, llrr,rlivo w,rs r;rllt'd at this
sl,u;r, ,rnrl wo lrt,,rrft'rl lor lhc txil. I

,rl,,o lorrrrrl llr,rl il I prrl llrr'p,rlrn of
rrry lr,rrrrl ll,rl ovcr llro trrrl rrl llrt

regulator it would block the exhaust
ports and I could get a dry breath.
This is a handy trick which could be

useful one day.

I think the Cyklon is particularly
prone to this problem, as stones can

enter the exhaust valve through the
large holes and then get stuck.
However, stones in your regulator is

never good news and after almost
20 years I declded to take Dave's

advice and put mesh on all my reg-
ulators.

What Type of Mesh to Use?
It is important to choose the right

type of mesh. Nylon panty hose has

been recommended by some peo-

ple. However there are a number of
problems with this approach.
Firstly, panty hose are difficult to
buy as there appears to be a very
wide selection of types. Then you
have to deal with a young female
sales assistant who is not sure
whether you are a bank robber or a

transvestite, or both. Secondly, they
tend to shred after a period of use

and may get caught on some of the
working parts of the regulator; par-
ticularly in the case of the Cyklon

which has a lever mechanism quite
close to the opening of the mouth-
piece.

I resolved to use some stainless
steel mesh. A cheap source of stain-
less steel mesh is a cooking sieve.

These come in all sizes from tea
strainers to very large. I found one a
bit larger than a tea strainer that
had the right size of mesh. An open
mesh is needed to give good air
flow, but the holes mustn't be too
large of course. Avoid using the flat
mesh devices that stop fat spatter

from frying pang this mesh is of
not stainless and will conode.

The mesh can be cut with sh

tin snips or scissort then flatter
out and cut to size to fit the regt
tor.

My Failed First Attempt
My first attempt at using stain-

less mesh looked OK. I cut out an

oval piece of mesh and fitted il
inside the rubber mouthpiece in

contact with the body of the regula

tor. This worked well initially, but

after while the mesh started to
come apart. I didn't like the thought
of a mouthful of sharp wire needles,

so I decided that something war
needed to hold the mesh together.

I decided that full strength
araldite (N0T 5 minute setting)
could be used to hold the mesh irr
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placg as well as preventing it from disintegrating. Below
is the procedure I used.

Procedure for fitting Stainless Steel Mesh to
Your Regulator.

Remove the rubber mouthpiece from your regulator.
You should also dismantle the regulator as far as possi-
ble. lf you don't fully dismantle the regulator you should
take care not to get dust and araldite in the working
parts.

Place a sheet of medium grade wet and dry abrasive
paper on a flat sheet.of glass or metal. Theq rub the

mouthpiece part of the
regulator on the paper to
provide a flat roughened
surface for the araldite to
adhere to (see picture 3).

Cut out a piece of wire
mesh which is a bit larger
than necessary to cover
the mouthpiece hole.

Place a sheet of newspaper on your flat piece of glass

or metal. Place a piece of cling wrap on the newspaper.

Finally, place the piece of mesh on top of the cling wrap.
Mix up some full strength araldite and place a thin

covering of araldite on the roughened surface of the reg-
ulator. Don't use too much. You need just enough to fully
wet the mesh, but not so much that it flows into the
mesh and blocks the holes.

Place the regulator downwards onto the mesh. Make

sure it is square and firmly pushed down. Use a small

weight to keep it in place,

Wait at least 24 hours until the araldite has fully hard-
ened. lt should then be possible to lift up the regulator
and peel off the cling
wrap.

Use a sharp pair of
tin snips or scissors to
cut back the mesh

until it is flush with the
body of the regulator.
Then use a small sharp
file to round the corner
of the mesh and get rid
of any sharp points (see pic 5).

Use some clean water to wash away any dust.
Re-assemble and test the regulator.
It will not be possible to make adjustments to the reg-

ulator setting if this has to be done through the mouth-
piece hole. However, I found that I could set my Cyklon

venturi by holding the regulator together by hand to test
the breathing. I could then take it quickly apart to adjust
the venturi. When all was OK I fully assembled the reg-

ulator.

Happy Cave Diving, and Dry Breathing!
Ken Smith CDAA 799

r Air Fills . Scuba $ales & Service . Nitrox Fills
o Minor Repairs . Scuba Cylinder Testing'

Guaranteed a'night Air/Nitrox fills... drop off before gpm... filled by 7am next morning!

ffikffihEhtircffimmrvenreflhtrIs
All enquiries

Call Darren Walters
4408 845 511

Emai l: dwalters@seol.net.au

Lot 7, Cafpirco Rd, Compton
(via Mt. Gambier)

PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier West, S.A. 5291



I trust those who attended the 2007 AGM enjoyed the range of
presentations put fonrvard. I would like to thank all the speak-

ers for both their time and effort, which cumulated ln a num-

ber of high quality presentations. We had approximately 60

people attend which is the largest number at an AGM in many

years. Additionally I would like to thank those of you who

made the effort to attend as the audience. We hope to further
capitqlise on this success next year. To that end the directors are

already contemplating a guest speaker line up of an interna-

tional flavour for 2008. Please contact me with any suggestions

of who we should invite.

Team Dynamia Research (Fromthe NACD wehsite)

Researchers from the University o{ Florida are sponsoring a

research study for the underuater cave diving community. Your

participation is requested for study into underurater dive team

dynamics and its effects on the success of undemrater explo-

ration,

Participation in this research will enhance awareness of team

characteristia and processes that influence the enjoymen!

safety, and overall effectiveness of cave diving. The findings

from this study are expected to expand your underuater

awareness, add to your diving capabili-

ties, and help promote the continua-

tion of undenrvater cave diving as a

safe and enjoyable sport.

Participating in this research will require individuak to fill out

two surveys-first a brief online survey at your convenience and

then a short paper survey on site after your team completes a

dive. Your responses to these surveys will be kept completely

confidential. As an incentive, after each dive, i{ the majority of
your dive team completes the on*ite survey, each participating

member will receive a $5 Amazon.com e-gift certificate. You

may receive this gift multiple times.

You are encouraged to join in thls important effort to under-

stand the intricate nature of underuuater team interactions and

its impact on the success, effectiveness, and safety of underuva-

ter cave dives and explorations. You may begin immediately by

completing the initial online survey at the link listed below
http/Aruww.su rveymonkey.comA,aspx?sm=wn_2ft GtU g Lm4H iT

Xfsj8UmQ_3d_3d

lncident Management

There has recently been a thread on the email list relating to
incident management at a dive site. I wish to reiterate that in

the event of an incident the emergency services should be the

first phone call made by divers on site. This may be a phone

call lrom the surface whilst team members are searching for a

missing diver. lt ii far easier to cancel them than explain to a

coroner why they were not contacted immediately.

Consideration should be given to getting other divers in the

area to the site - ls it a tank weekend or a shaft weekend?

Consideration should be given to contacting Pine Tank Lodge

or Blue Lake Diving in order to get assistance from divers that
may be close by. The air available to a lost diver will in most

cases be limited and speed is essential. lmportantly, someone

should make notes of what has occurred and what procedures

they are implementing.

All media contad concerning the CDM should come from the

National Director. All incidents attracting media attention

should be reported to him as soon as practicable.

Tankhve Renumbering

Please be advised Tank Cave has recently had line and num-

bering modifications in an e{fort to change the original
mapping lines in to a more user friendly series of diving

lines within the cave. Several sections have been marked

with new numbers and lettering. Please make yourself

familiar with the changes via the map which is posted on

the website and at the shed at Tank Cave.

Steve Trewavas, Stand ards Director
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AAA TOURISM ****
"The Cave Divers home away from home"

Facilities lnclude:-
* Four Star Flag accommodation & hospitality;
* 50 Modern Motel Units;
* Under cover access to the Restaurant;
* lndoor heated Pool/Spa/Sauna;
* Tennis Court;
* Austar Multi Channel Television;
* Secure floodlit off street parking;
* Late Check in's available;
* Quiet location, central to diving sites.

ns Srngle Room: $60 w TwinlDouble Room $70 ng Exfra Person $10
Accom.lMeal Deals - 2 Cource meal and one drink deal - $20

(SouplMain or MainlDessert)
Breaklast $14 Continental $18 Full. ($2 less in lune to August)

For these prices, rooms will not be cleaned over the weekend, but towels will be replaced.

Rates will not apply over Easter.

RING TOLL FREE ON 18OO 088 877 TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION
(Advise Reservation Staff you are a CDAA member)

MT. GAMBIER INTERNATIONAL MOTEL
MILLICENT ROAD, (P.O. Box 797) MOUNT GAMBIER

TEL:08 8725-9699 FAX:08 8725-0843
EMAIL: internationalmotel@bigpond.com

WEB 51TE: www.internationalmotel.com.au

3.5 cfm / 100 lpm.
Built 1995 and Built 1998

in as new condition.
Fully serviced, can supply in
either - 3 phase / Petrol or

Single phase - drive motors.
Price $3,500.00 each.

. Clean Air Servicing
. Scuba High Pressure Compressor

Repairs & Maintenance
. Bauer -Trained service Mechanic

Certificate No. 121 206/58

Contact;
Peter Gronin . 0409009149
Seaford VlG. . Og 97769249

WALITY INN INTERNATIONAL
Mount Gambier

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION RATES AVAILABLE TO CDAA MEMBERS



CDAA AGM 2007 - Minutes
13t1012007
Vlrrrrr' ( orrrlurl lnn Silver Birch, Mt Gambier

A(,1 NI)A

,r oltlllrl,rul Wrltotne

llrl A(,M w,n otnred at 6:00 pm by Wanick lVcDonald. The public Officer
Klvrrr lJrrrrowr who usually chairs the AGM sent his apol0gies.

l) llraurl ,ild Apologies
l'l\(,nl:
W,rr rr k McDonald, Heike Apps, Steve Trewavas, Gary Barclay, Teni Allen,
(rr,ill Pear(e, Neville 5kinner, David Raymond, 5haan Evans, Tim Payne,

l,rrria Yana, .Jason Caldwell, David Deng, Jeremy Cass, Srott Edwards,
Aillrew Higgins, Helen Higgins, Graham Keating, Wayne McCabe, Darren
( rorkell, Rob lee, Gawain Lynch, Liz Rogers, Dean Chamberlain, James

Arundale, .john Dalla Zuanna, David Scarlett, Deb Wiiliams, Geoff Stebbing,
Ken 5mith, Suzie Quick, lan Taylor, Maria Brennan, Rob Brennan, Richard
Irndorler, Aqnes Milowka, Lonaine Hardman, Linda Claridge, Garry Barford,
Andrpw Lockwood, Darren Walters, Bruce Bulled, Andrew Childs, Geotf
Parker, Naomi Dickinson, Heath Winkler and Stuart McGregor

Apologies:
Kevin Bunows, Max Mariott, lVichael Kelly, Grant Sommer, Noel Dillon,
lohn Vanderleest, Richard Hanis, Andrea Gordon, David Fielder, Janod
White, .Jane Bowman, Sarah lbison and Geoff Chambers

c. Acceptance of the minutes 0f the previous AGI\4

Minutes o{ the previous AGM were accepted - M0VED by Terri Allen and
SEC0NDED by Deb Williams

d. Business Arising from the previous AGM
No business arising from the previous AGM

e. Adoption ol the Annual Reports
All annual reports were in the previous issue of Guidelines and accepted.
\ldnddrd Drrectors report [Steve Irewavasl arrepled and N4oVED by Rob

Lce and 5[C0NDtD by Ken Smith. Site Directors report lGary Bardayl
accepted and MOVED by lan Taylor and SEC0NDED byTerri Allen. Business

Directors report IHeike Apps] accepted and MOVED by Gawain Lynch and
SEC0NDED by Neville Skinner National Directors report [Warrick
McDonaldl accepted and MOVED by Jason Caldwell and SECONDED by Liz

Rogers. Publications and Records Directors report [Terri Allen] accepted
and MOVED by Gary Barclay and SEC0NDED byWanirk lVlcDonald.

f Appointment of an Auditor
Cleland MrFarlane Selth Pty Ltd were appointed auditors Ior 2006 and
2007. The company has been reappointed for the year 2008.

g. Results of postal voting
Wanick olfered his congratulations to Helen Higgins, Rob Brennan, Terri

Allen and Gary Barclay Ior standing. He said it was excellent Ior the asso-
riati0n and thanked the nominees. Voting results were very close, with
0nly 1 2 votes between two nominees.
Voting Results : 1 36 votes received.
1 1 of these were informal
Watrick MrDonald was returned to office
Ierri Allen was returned to office.
Gar1l Barclay was returned to office.

h. General Business

L Andrew Higgins wanted clarification on matters concerning the conduct
ol a CDAA member lt is alleged that one member has been causing trou-
blt with other members, including assault and verbal abuse. Warrick
Mt Do[rltl lWMcDl answered that it was difficult for the CDAA to become
irrvolvul in sues between rnembers. Any complaints need to be lor
rfirliserl WMrD al\o stated that the constitution is weak and open to
iilto()r('l,rlion A merrber slated that we need to look at the constitution
,rs lxror lx,lrrviorrr lrrinqs lhe organisation into disrepute. Grant Pearce

sl,rlerl llr,rl llx, ( DAA ilmrlr lo have a code ol practice among members.
Ilrrll w,rs ,r rlrcr,rl tlisr rrssion on this topic and also on where the CDAA
sl,n(1., or i1\lr0\ lx'lwour rnornberr, with one member stating that we
(,llx)l lx{ {nr(, irrvolvrrl il issrrrs helween members are off site.

2. l,rn I,ryIrr llrrrrkul llrr, r rrrrtrrl l)ire( torate for their work

3. Liz llogers,rrkerl il lhe CDAA rorrll lxry,r GPR lGround Penetrating

Radarl as was discussed in an afternoon talk by Stuart l\4cGregor. Cost ol
unit is approx $50000 (Laughs all round and advised that the next model
could be cheaper and better!)

4. A question was asked as to why there is a hold on the number of
Victorian instructors. A reply was that there are too many instructors per

student ratio. The constitution states that instrudors are taken on as ne0rl

ed. Linda Claridge asked when instructors were notified. Reply was they

are notified when they apply through the Standards Director. lan Taylor
stated that a cap was needed, as for example there were 75 Deep Cavenr

students between 20 instructors. There was discussion on this subject
between members; Steve Trewavas stated that instructors should list their
courses online. Wanick stated that there needed to be a push to encour
age interstate instructors, particularly in SA

5. lncreasing CDAA membership - particularly in 5A was discussed. WMr I t

stated that we need t0 advertise the Association more widely in 5A as a
lot ol effort had been made in previous years in NSW [eg ozTEK and Div,'
Expo in Sydneyl, perhaps to the detriment of 5A. WMCD said the comin(l
year would see a greater effort for promoting CDAA in SA

6. A member stated there was a neoative resnonse from Mount Gambier
to cave divers, probably a hangoveifrom the past, Mount Gambier is a

cave diving mecca but locals do not dive. Do we need PR?, Deb Williams

suggested we get professional PR to promote cave diving, JDZ stated th,rl
the caves are a limited resource - an eco environment, and we do not
want the cave environment to be trashed with huge numbers of divers.
One member stated this [professional PR] was a waste of CDAA money.

Another member suggested we look at associate memberships - with
people interested in cave diving re(eive Guidelines - but are not divers
themselves This will be discussed by the Directors.

7. Financials
A preliminary financial audit report is available {or those members inter
ested. The auditors are still waiting for responses Irom the bank belore
they can finalise the report. When complete, the final report will be avail
able on line and in the next issue of Guidelines.

8. A member asked if we were still getting a site shed at Pines. Answer
apparently Trevor Wynniatt has said that the site may be Ienced and merrr

bers will have to pay to dive Pines. ie user pays system. CDAA cannot
lease Pines or other Forestry sites. They will lease where possible - eg

Kikbys - which has better access now.

9. lason Caldwell asked if the permanent line was going to be replaced in

Stinging Nettle.Wa{rick said it had been removed due to complaints. Jasor

said the site was better without the old line but a better placed new line
would be 0K. To be acted upon by the Site Director
1 0. Barnoolut - WMcD stated the stairs in Blacks would be installed soon.
This would be without additional cost - as Grant Sommer, the access man

ager had monies left in the Barnoolut kitty. lt was mentioned by a membor

that working bees need to be better advertised with more lead time. Dive

dates need to be better advertised, as do dates ofworking bees.

1 1. Andrew Higgins asked if Grant Sommer was insured or is it covered by

CDAA insurance. WMcD stated that the Barnoolut lease was in Grants
name for the CDAA to dive, therefore it was covered under our insurance,
He also stated that Grant has told him he is lully insured.A member asked

what the ramification would be in case of accident il CDAA is named on

the lease. Could it cost the Association many $$$? Wl\4cD said he would
discuss this matter with Grant.

12. Thanks were given by the National Director for the large attendance al
the workshopt talks and at the meeting. A special thanks went to the
guest speakers Bill Rouse, John Dalla-Zuanna, Craig Howell, Ken Smith,
Tania Yana, Steve Trewavas and Stuart Mccreqor. A reminder was qiven to
attendees that a set menu was available for dinner at the Silver Birch for
any interested people. Thanks also to Heike and Steve for arranging the
venues and activities, and Terri for organising the swap meet,

13. Stuart McGregoI with his ground penetrating radaI was meeting at
Pines il members wished to join him the following morning.

14. Next year will see other workshops and talks and possibly an over-
seas guest speaker.

i. Any other Business
No other hrrsiness

j. Close - Meeting closed at 6:55
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The postal votes for the CDAA Annual Elections result-

ed in all previous Directors being returned to office.

Ihanks to Helen Higgins,and Rob Brennan for standing

for position, it is only members who are willing tb back

their opinions with actions that will see this Association

grow and l'm sure that all members thank them for nom-

inating.

So you are stuck with me for another two years and

unless someone or something upsets me, that will be it,

1 0 years is enough for anyone, thank god I lost my sani-

ty after the first two!
TheAGM was an outstanding success with 60 members

attending the Members Symposium events. The SRT

workshop run by Bill Rouse was a knockout and what can

be a boring subject to some, turned out to be a "mind

blower" with equipment and techniques that really

opened up everyone's eyes. Ken Smith took us through

his "high" adventures with helicopter transfers to "Kija"
and proudly showed us his and the other team members

awards from the N.S.S. in the USA. Tania Yarra went
through what it takes to get to "Toad Hall" in

Cocklebiddy and beyond. When you listen to Tania you

appreciate the determination and guts it takes to under
take a project of this proportion. Steve Trewavas gave a
presentation on scooters and it highlighted just how

important dive planning was especially with scooters.

Many ride scooters but how many can really use one

safely? John Dalla Zuanna used a Power Point

presentation, to talk-about rebreathers. Most discus-

sions I have attended on rebreathers seem to go right
over the heads of the audience. This time here was some-

one talking at a base level, instead of trying to impress

everyone with how much the presenter know John

aimed it at the, what I consider the basic level and then

slowly progressed right through to closed circuit
rebreathers. You could not help but come away from his

lecture and understand the subject well done! Craig

Howell stunned us with his talk on the Pearse

Resurgence. Damn cold, damn deep and damn hard that
was my impression. So how do I get there? This was the

first time I had listened to Craig and I found him to be

very knowledgeable and it made the subject even more

interesting with his side stories about the adventure,

Stuart Mccregor spoke on his Ground Penetrating Radar

and managed to use one of our young attractive girls (am

I allowed to say that?) as his demo model. (Yes she was

a CDAA Penetration Level diver), The meeting itself was

started in a rush to stick to the Constitution require-

mentt unlike previous years the Directors were not all

present at the front. I apologise for the informality of this

AGM as previous ones have not been like this, the next

one will return to a more formal approach and I take the

blame for this as I didn't give the Directors proper direc-

tion as to what was expected. Even though most atten-

dees were exhausted by the day's events the members

attending blitzed all attendance records in my memory.A

meal followed the meeting and it was attended by about

45 people, (We couldn't fit anymore!) Congratulations to

Steve Trewavas who suggested, planned and made the
presentations happen. Heike as usual did all the arrang-

ing of the venue etc and in her normal efficient way

everything promised just happened. The "Swap meet"

held at the same time, and organised by Teni Allen, saw

a number of bargains pass hands and next years event,

given the information already at hand promises to be a

real "knockoutl" Look out for more guest speakers,

workshops and another swap meet. Steve T is not just a

pretg face but a real worker and when you see the

results such as this you appreciate his position as a

Director and the value the Association gets from him.

Sunday had Stuart Mccregor and a tribe of people

walking over sites with his Ground Penetrating Radar. The

smiles were huge, new caves, extensions of existing sites

and leads that weren't known all showed up on the com-

puter.

001 it's a number that is held by only one person, CDAA

member Dave Warnes. Dave is one of those likable char-

acters that the CDAA has as a member and in Dave's case

a Life Member. Dave is the guy who DOES the work not

talks about it! Dave built the style so that the fence at

Tank Cave didn't get broken down, againl Dave was the

main builder of the original shed and Dave recently spent

the best part of a week at Tank with a jackhammer mak-

ing the entrance safer and larger. lf you had hit your head

on the rock halflruay in the entrance more than once you

know what l'm talking about. Getting into the water

because of the drop in water level was becoming a major

issue as a huge boulder blocked the way. Well, Dave

stepped up and fixed it, a quiet achiever who works

behind the scenes, wore out his boots, froze his backside

off, all for you! Try shifting about 4 tonne of rock and

earth by yourself someday while crouched down or lying

in water then maybe you'll appreciate his effort. And



yet...there will always be those who "knock' anything that
they didn't do or think of. Cries of "foul " were raised about
damage to the formations on the roof, well first you have

to appreciate that the roof was not the "roof" anyway and

had been "adjusted" many times over the last 30 years or
so. Then we have to consider what's "natural" and what's
not. The small roof decoration is formed by the seepage of
water caused by a split in the water tank above ground

that has progressively become worse over the years. lt's a
form of recycling I supposg with the water that's pumped

out of the cave running back into it again, albeit more

siowly and it forms small protrusions, man made stalac-

titeslwhich will re-appear over the years, Personally the
small crawl through suited me fine because I am, or I like

to think it anyway a fine specimen of the male gender,

although a little old and on the compact style. The site has

progressively grown to accommodate those who are the
opposite of my description and perhaps aren't as supreme-

ly agile and fit (My mum thinks so but she does show
everyone my baby photos and uses that as an example so

perhaps her description can't be relied on). While on the
subject of volunteers, look at the effort led by Grant
Sommer with his trusty deputy Hugh Moore. We now have

3 solar powered lights in Tank Cave flick the switch and

presto! The boys (when you are my age you can call men

thatl) also fixed the ladder by moving it from the vertical
to an angle that allows all but the most cholesterol

enhanced members to negotiate the climb down, oh and a

few large sidemounters need to do the twist but who cares

about them...right?
Good news on the Barnoolut front as Grant is now work-

ing on getting "Blacks" opened. Grant has had his "knock-

ers" and the ill informed comments I have directed at me

or are relayed to me; make me shake my head in amaze-

ment of how quick some of us are, to judge people nega-

tively, Grant has been collecting a fee to act as the owners
'Access Facilitator" does he want to dive 1080 every

weekend? What would you think? What would you do in

his case; he negotiated the access and allows the CDAA to
dive on the property acting on the owner's behalf. Why
should he put up with the animal droppings that are aimed

at him verbally? Would you? With the fee surplus Grant
has now established a fund to build an entry staircase into
" Blacks" has he asked the CDAA for funds...N0! Would we
pay...probably... if it benefits our members why not? So my

call to you, the members without the chip on the shoulde;
the members who give fair reward, for fair work done, the
members who understand what it's like at the coal face, to
give the guy a break and recognise that he's doing it for
YOU!

I seem to be talking a lot about Tank cave in this report
but thatt where my main focus has been lately, between

examining on the Penetration Program, which lets me dive

Gouldens, Engelbrechts West, lddelbiddy and Pines and my

Guiding in Tank Cave I don't get much time to go else-

where. The recent "Tidy Up" in Tank Cave was long over-

due and l'm sure most (you need to read some of my com-

ments above) would agree. The confusion on new diver's

faceq when they try to plan divet has been experienced by

all who dive there. After a while you get used to it and

adapt to what was there. Now all numbers run consecu-

tively, in other words the higher the number the further
you are from the entrance, makes sense doesn't it? Now
when you enter an alphabeticai section it isn't confusing,

as the line runs through that section and not into different
areat hence the "S" section is now also the "P" and "N"

section, all distinct areas. By having to jump out of an area
we (the Guides read ..."rescuer") should know where you

are or more importantly where you are notl Will it be con-

fusing...sure to divers who rely on memory some things
have changed, you may actually have to look at the map

on the wall and plan your dive. Maybe you are a "live
jumper" (sorry for those who don't know or understand

the term it means 'A diver who does not mark their return

or way and doesn't use a jump reel or spool to create a

continuous line to the surface." Also to be found under
"FatalityWaitingTo Hafpen" and "Temporary Cave Diver"
lf you arg well we won't have a clue where you are but
you probably don't care anyway because nothing will hap-
pen to you...will it? 0f course the ovemrhelming majority
of cave divers are safe and always mark the line and put
in jumpl so should something happen we will be able to
find you now The next assignment will be to see how the
"Snap and Gaps" work and whether a "f" or some other
method is better suited. The measurement of distance

arrows also need changing as routes have changed, new
tunnels opened and what was once a good reference has

now in some cases become very inaccurate. The line

arrows also could be facing the wrong way given the new
numbering system, it will only be a rare happening and
would still lead you out but this needs to be tidied up as

well. Stuart McGregor as the leader in charge of the
Mapping and Research Committee has done a marvellous
job and his planning, foresight and cartography have been

a godsend to the Association. Thanks to Steve Trewavat
Teni Allen, Les Rothbart, Hugh Moore, Grant Sommer, Rob

Brennan and Stuart McGregor for attending and diving
with me for far to many hours but at great personal

reward and the satisfaction of a job well done. To all those

that were "Gunna, forgot or were busy" maybe next time.

Thanks to the few who sent their apologies.

Kilsbys has been conquered againl Or so the headlines

should heraldl The deep mapping team consisting of
"Harry", Grant Pearce, Chris Edwards, John Dalla Zuanna

and supported at air depths by Peter Horne and lan Lewis
have ventured where only a few have been before. Ken

Smith provided his "pingers" and valuable help to make

sure accuracy was verified. The

map is now being prepared and

will be available soon. A great

effort by these guyt as we all

knowTri-mix is not cheap.

Regards, Warrick McDonald
CDAA National Director.

ffiDlttrnltlsmucTroil$muc
Speciolist in Recreotionol & Technicol Diver Troining & Equipment

. Speciolist in Swimming & Snorkelling Equipment
. 55f Diver Troining Focility

. TDI Advonced Trimix Diver Training Focility
' TDI Dolphin/Atlontis Rebreather Troining Facility

. TDf DrogerRoy Rebreother Troining Fccility
. TDI Azimuth Rebreother Troining Focility

. CDAA Cove Diving Troining Focility
' DAN SEAP Oxygen Provider Troining Focility

279 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood 3134

Ph: 61 3 9879 2868 Mob: 0407 785 591

www. diverinstructionseryices. com. au
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Report from the Business Director
Business is as always going along pretty

smoothly. This is a quiet time of year and not
too much is going on with the financial side of
things,

ln this issue of Guidelines you will find a sum-
mary of the audit report. The full report will be

available on the CDAA web site. lf anyone
without access to this site wishes to have a

copy - please contact me. You will also find the
minutes from the AGM in this issue.

The AGM was a success with 47 people

attending. This is the biggest attendance I have

seen in the last few years. No doubt the pre-

sentations for the workshop were a big draw-
card. The talks were very interesting and I

would like to thank Steve and the presenters

for an informative afternoon.
Most of the members attending the AGM

stayed for a tasty meal and a

chat. I think the evening was

enjoyed by all.

Best wishes for Christmas
and the New Year

Regards, Heike
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2006
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INCOME:
CDAA Frod*c{s net incoffis
CDAA ln$iruction Materials net i*corne
Msrnbenship rees
Non Acfive Mamberships
lnstru6taf $ membership fees
Lste rnembership tse$
Joinlng and ratlng upgrade feee
Nitrox endorsement faes
Trlmix and Rebrcalher endoresments
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Tank Csve Fss$
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Visitor Permits
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EXPENAEA:
Accounting and a&dit feee
Bank ieea
Credit facility fees
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Gift$ & Donation$
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Mornbera Manuals
Po$iaSs
Post Office Box Fees
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Peneiradsn courlie disbursgmen&
gite e)(penses
Repaid & malntenance
Tank Caye licormfta
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Web $ite er(pen$e$
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NET ll{ColvlE

20*6

resc
333

40,855
1,{35
1,040
2,790
5,660

ry
*,142
8,444

115

16,55$
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5.550

r3;88n
1S

s00
to,rso
*1,714

I

l

I
l

ASSETS
SuryontAxsats
National Australia tsank ehoque account
Natianal Australia Bank Common Fund
Propayments
CDAA Froducls slock
tn$truction Matedals atock
Membere Manuels stock
Tobl eurrentA$ssts

Hon CurentAsseta
Prope*y, Plant & Equipment

le*s aedumulaied deprs.iation
Office equipmeni

l6ss acsumu lated depradation
$lte Beveloprnent Cost

lss$ eccumula&d doprecistion
Aolal ilon4urfontAssets
?OTALASSNTS

LIAtsILITIES
Current Li*billlles
Memberehips racaived cne year fn advance .

lnactive Msrrtership$ recelved one year in advance
overpaymenls
Trade and othsr payables
Periatialion murse deposits
Cn$ditor$ and At$rued expon$eg

SankCavo Foet Recelved in advance
Total Current Llabllttles
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lnaclive Membarships raceivod two yeare ln advanoe
Msnberships receivedtwo year$ in advance
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Member$hips received fve lrears in advance
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(7,170)
17,823

(r6,s64
,$,353

t886)

,,,*i*li911

7,170
{7,170)
'17,923
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13C
2,379

20,141
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1,5Q1
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\rc;
15"433
2,175

651
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s05

8
s$2
969

22,119
9?8
lc/I
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o
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1,SOl

790
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10.240
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140
't40
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7A

:o
19,{5S 14.O{0
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2W.,734
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175,134
27,600

. 34,$42 27,440 237,075 202,7e4
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NOTE 1. SIATTftIEI'IT OT SIGNINCAN} ACCOUNTING POLICI E$

This financial report is a special purpose financial repo;t prepared in order to satisfo the firrancial reporting
requiremenl of the Associations lneorporaiion A6t 0f S0uth Auslralia.

The cornmittee has detemined that the Associaiion is noi a reporling entig.

The financial repo{ has been prepared ir accordance with the requrreme*ts of the Associations
lncorporation Act of south Aushalia and the follow{ng Ausiralian Accouniing standards:

MSB 1031 Materiality

AASB 110 EventsaJterihsBaiance SheetDale

No oiher applicable Accounting Slandards, Urgent lssues Graup lnterprelaiions or olher authoritrve pronouncements

of the Australian Accounling Slandards Board have been applred

The financral repo( has been ptepared on an accruals basis and is based on historic costs and does not
take into account changing money values or,except where specilically staled, cunent valuations of non-
cunent assets.

The follow{ng material accountlng policles,which are consistent rutn the prevLous period unless othelwise
staied, have been adopted in the preparaiion of ihrs financial report

a. Fixed Assels
Pnperty,Plant & Equipment and 0ffice Equipment are carried at cost less, wlrer"e applicable,
any accumulated depreclation.

The depreciable amouilt 0f all fixed assels are deprecrated over the useful lives ol the assets
io lhe Association commencing hom the time the asset is held ready for use.

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED
,ABN 65 0S2 ?5S gSS

TRAOI!.IG ACCOUH? FOR YE.AN IN}Etr JU}IE 30 2OO?

$ALE$:
CDAA Prsducts
lnstru*i*n Materials

LE$S CO$? OF SALES:

0prilrHs sTscK:
CDAA Produ*ts
lnstruction Materials
Membars illanuals

ADD PURSFIASE$:
CIAA Products
lnstruction Msteriais
Members M*nuals

LESS CLO$11tr6 $TOCK:
CDAA Products
lnslruclion Maleflals
Members Manuals

TOTAL COST OF SALES:
CDAA Frod*cte
lnstruction Materiale
Members Manuals

GROss TRADllrlG PR#IT (LOS$):
GDAA Pluducts
trristuction Matedats
Memberg Msnuels

LESS PO$TAGts:
SDAA Products
trnstruction Materigl*

2007 ?006
$$

10,712 5,437
6,855 S.740

4,459 5,443
2,000 2,.114
5,00G s,614

7.S04 3,0{7
3,088 8,818
s02 314

8,345 4,459
2,000 2,000
4,500 5;000

e,10s 4,037
3,0s8 s,233
802 $28

Joining Rating Upgrade Fees

Joining

Sinkhole

Cave

2007

t
1,680

'1,680

bbu

2006

$

2,460

2,46A

640

4,605
3.$67
(802)

35S

s09

'1,399

$CI7

(s28)

0
174

4,020 5,SS0
rr*@ft?rei NET PROT1T {LO$S}:

CDAA Prqducls
lnstruction Materials
Members Manuals

4,048 1,399
3,058 333

{802} (e28)
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T.Shirts. $25. The crew neck T-shirts are back in new colours with regular logo.

These are now available in black, navy and steel grey in sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL.

Ladles' Contrast Tee. $25. The ladies'Tee now comes in a stylish new design in white
with marle grey sleeve in sizes 8,10,12and 14.

STUBEY IIOTIIER - $8
You can never have enough slubby

holders! Features the CDAA logo and

is made of high quality 5mm neoprene

with a base.

GultltitlNtis AtlvtittTlslrsc ltat.us
Size/Placement

Back Page
Page 2 or 3

Full Page Colour other
Full Page Mono
Half Page Colour
Half Page Mono
Quarter Page Colour

Quarter Page Mono

Full Year's Booking (4 issues) receives 1 Free lssue and free web page link. Contact David Bryant for
advertising enquiries and free ad design service. Call 0417 125 710 or Email to seapics@alphalink.com.au

DEEP CAVERN Courses

Jan. 7-20, 08 in Melb. & Mt Gambier (option A). lncludes: 3hr poolsession in Melb.,
6 dives at Mt Gambier. lnstructor: Terri Allen 0419 176633 E: terri.allen@baker.edu.au

January 25-28, 08. 4 d^ay full time, entirely in Mt Gambier.
Contact: Linda Claridge or Gary Barclay - 03 5565 8793 E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

Jan 29th-1lth Feb. in Melbourne and Mt Gambier.
lnstructors: Jane Bowman & Warrick McDonald - 03 9579 2500 - info@abocean.com.au

Cave Courses

January 11 - 13, 2008 - 3 days full time in Mt Gambier.
lnstructor: Linda Claridge 03 5565 8793 E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

February 18 - 24, 2008 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Terri Allen - 0419176633 E: terri.allen@baker.edu.au

Feb. 25th - March 2nd. in Melbourne and Mt Gambier.
lnstructors: Jane Bowman & Warrick McDonald - 03 9579 2600 - info@abocean.com.au

CD AA P e netr ati on Courses

January 18 - 27, 2008 in Mt Gambier (18thl19thl20th and again on the 26thl27th.)
Penetration Co-ordinator: lane Bowman 03 95792600 E: info@abocean.com.au

March 21 - 25, 2008 in Mt Gambier
Full time program over 5 days (inclusive dates) run in Mt Gambier

Penetration Co-ordinator: Jane Bowman 03 95792600 E: info@abocean.com.au

Please download the latest application form off the webpage www.cavedivers.com.au

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REM!NDER...
A Tank Cave returning diver application form and the annual $150 fee will

be required before any bookings can be accepted.

STOEIiINE
FItLERS...

MASH srAP STRAP - $18
Are you sick of broken mask straps or the strap ripping

your hair? Why not try a slap strapl These are fully

embroidered and made ol high quality neoprene and

replace your current mask strap.

TRAUEL MUTi - sr2
Great for that drink on the runl

It's ideal for in the car on

Gambier trips and between dives.

It comes in white with black logo.

To order

nEY RnrES - $5
There is nothing worse than losing

your keys! This need not happen

again, The key ring is engraved

with the CDAA P0. Box on the

back, lor its safe relurn. lt comes

in blue with gold motif.

this item or any others listed, please use the order form in Guidelines
or order from the new online store via the web page.

REGARDS, HELEN HIGGINS, CDAA PRODUCTS.

Type

Full Colour
Full Colour
Colour
B&W
Colour
B&W
Colour
B&W

1 issue Yearly*

$1 3s0

$1 260

$1 2oo

$ooo

$+so
$szs
$Eoo

$zzs

$+so
$qzo
$+oo

$zoo
$zoo
$t zs
$t oo

$zs

January 5i6
19t20
26127 128 (Australia Day)

February 9i 10

16117

23124

March 8/9/10 (Vic Labour Day)

April

21122123124 (Easlet\
29130

19t20t21t22
(Extended w'end lor non Vic/S.A. divers)
25126127 (Anzac Day)

3t4 10t11 24t25
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, CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au
CDAA SITE ACCESSReurrnrher: Arrcsr is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

(N (AVIRN 5-5INKHOTE C=CAVE P=PENETRATION Please direct all access questions to: site@cavedivers.com.au

SITI TEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAII.S SITE LEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAII.S

MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRALIA MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRAIIA (continued)

DEH 5ITE5

Ewens Ponds

BARNOOLUT SITES

Ten Eighty

Blacks Hole

DEH

P0. Box 1046

Mt Gambier 5290

(08) 873s 1 r77

DEH

P0. Box 1046

Mt Gambier 5290

Ph: (08) 873s 1 177

Fax (08) 8735 1 135

as above

Scotts Agencies P/L

5 s(otts Agencies P/L

Nil

CN

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept, for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

Smaller groups, no need,

Far (08) 8735 I 135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notily of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone orfax only,

Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry current

financial CDM membership card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before acces is permitted,

Training: The lnstructor is to notify DEH ol the date the sites are needed and to forward

signed indemnities from each student and their temporary card number/ membership number,

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of delicate vegetation. $25/dive or annual Permit $55.

NoTE: Indemnity form to be (ompleted with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. M'ship.

NOTE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indemnities at least 2 weeks prior to theh intended dive date.

AccessrGrantSommerph,04l2266826, Mail-l4TKenihansRoad,HappyValley,SA5l59

Download indemnity and book online at wvrrw.cavedivers.com.au,

CHECK WEBSITE FOR CURRENT DATEs

Site undergoing development.,.Watch this space forinformatlon!
Gouldens

2 Sisters

tosil

Piconinnie Ponds

Shaft 5 Generally open one

weekend a month.

Trevor Ashby

For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDAA webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix
is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes
attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA

Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
dive experience with twin tanks
Download form off website.

Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au (Linda Claridge 0408 052 070)

CN

C

Hannl cave P P&ALasslett

Manager: Mike Haze

Groups of four divers only apply by email to the Site Director. Limited groups will be

allowed access over the summer months. The site h very delicate and therefore only limited

acces h available. Divers applying will be notified as to further access details.

Horse & Cart

Tea Tree

Peter Cunningham

P0 Box 2168,

Mt Gambier 5290

Engelbrechts

. East

- West

lVlt Gambier

Council

Lessee

Ph: (08) 8723 2299

CN

CN

By phone or mail, 1 week prior. Ph: (08) 8738 4003. 0btain key from l\4t Gambier Tourht Information Centre, Access agreement must

be signed priorto diving.2 divers must sign out keys, all divers must sign in

advising which groups they are diving with. Diving should be avoided after heary rain due to
posible water contaminance. Diving hours are now restilcted to 8am to 8pm CST.

c

P

Little Blue 5 District Council of Grant Little Blue - permhsion not required -must carry card,
Three Sisters P Millirent Council Download lndemnity from Web Page. Acces available for experienced Penetration

divers only, Low profile or side mounted independent air systems required. Access agreement

must be signed prior to diving, Please allow 4 weeks for indemnities to be processed.

Allendale C Dhtrict Council ol Grant 0btain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Information Centre.

tla Elap

one Tree

FORESTRY SA SITES

Davet Cave

Helb Hole

Mud Hole

Nettle Bed

S [/r. Peter Norman

s

Vhit the house before diving.

l{ no one home - no dive! McKay's Shaft Contact Email: site@(avedivers.com.au.

Tank Cave P Mr DYCER Ac(ess lvlanager: Noel Dillon. Email: noel.dillon@macquarie,com

C Maximum 3 diverc all weekends between May & November inclusive (check and update on CDAA website)

5 At least 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experience.

Baker's Cave C Manager: Brad Dibble Please email the Site Access Director to dive in Baker's Cave.

E: site@cavedivers.com.au Climbing equipment required. 0nly open 0ctober to April.

Pines UP Unrestricted days or numbers-Cave rated dive6 must not enter Penetration sections

C Unrestricted days or numbers.

P Open every weekend. Maximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking I dive only (check bookings on CDM website)

NUI.LARBOR. WESTERN AUSTRAI.IA

Cocklebiddy C/P

Muna El Elevyn C/P

Tommy Grahams C

Apply in writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: District Managel

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)., P0 Box 234 kperance, WA. 6450.

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3557.Stingrng Nettle Cave P Open every weekend max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check bookings on CDAA website).

lddlebiddy P Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

Owner: Contact Forestry 5A by email: forestrysa@{orestrysa.sa.gov.au. Fax: (08) 8724 2885 or Phone: (08) 8724 2876 or book on-line via the
CDAA wcbsite to arrange permit. Collect permits from the Forestry Of{ice, Permit Box, Jubilee Hwy, Mt Gambier.

IMPORTANT

. No divinq on Total Fire Ban Days.

. Pcrrrril ,rlso rcquired to run compressors during fire danger season.

. Koy\ lor I lolls Holc, Nettle Bed, lddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on
llr,\{.nl,rtiorr ol Forcstry 5A permits. Please Drsplay Permits in windscreen while diving.

Kilsby s

Weebubbie YC DPI The Department for Planning and lnfrastrudure, Midland, State Land Services South East.

P0 Box 1575, Midland 6936. Contact Kim Allison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.govau

Phone (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 5004

N.S.W.-

[imekiln

(McCavity)

Water (Antkline)

C/P Both Penetration and Cave Level are being a(cepted for this (ave depending on it! water level at the time. The cave

has a restriction at the entrance whi(h h underwater making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level drops to

form a small lake below the restridion allowing experienced Cave Diverc acces to this delicate cave.

Affected by high C0, levels during Summer/Autumn.

Acces h co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan - gregr@cs.usyd.edu,au. Phone (02)974341575 Ros Kilsby leased

to CDAA

Access - 0pen Fortnightly.

Refer lo CDAA website. Must use Twin Tanks - Maximum depth a((ording to training,

Meet at gate of property at 8.55am or 12.55pm. Book on-line at lrrww.cavedivers.com

or contact Craig at kilsby@cavedivers.com.au

No animals, visitors or mid-week diving allowed.

Buninjuck This is a tri rated site. Please see detaih in issue No. 73, There are no specifi(

access arrangements.
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N.T. Rum Jungle Lake

YC/P

Unrestricted a(cess currently exists - Che(k CDAA website.
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CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FORM

Please send to: Helen Higgins

CDAA, 3 Harris Crescent,

Glen Waverley, VIC 3150.

()tY /
( ( )L/SIZE ITEM U NIT

PRICE
TOTAL

An lntroduction to Techniral Diving. By Rob Palmer. Explains clearly and simply the advanced

techniques & technology used to undertake Technical Diving, and what is done to overcome
problems arising with nitrox & mixed gases. CURRENTLY UNAVAIIABIE

$45.00

Basic Undenruater Cave Surveying. The standard publication for anyone remotely interested

in research and survey techniques used in water filled caves.

$30.00

Gve Diving Communications. A manual from NSS - CD5 dealing exclusively with all underwater
communications used in cave diving, Including touch, torch and line signals,

and use of line anows and jump reels.

$2s.00

Cave Diving - A Blueprint for Survival.
A book by the world+enowned cave diver; the late Sheck Exley, this is a case study

of a number of accidents that have occurred in the USA and how to avoid them.
$20.00

Caverns Measureless to Man.
The story of the passion for cave diving of the late Sheck Exley who spent
his life exploring undemater caves. Publications Directors pick.

Amazing book you can't put down once you start, a must read!

$50,00

$2.00CDAA Orcasional Paper No. 2. From National Conference 1981. Includes topics such

as Fosil Cave, Belay Techniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.

Deep lnto Blue Holes. By Rob Palmer,

This is the project manual written about his trips to the Bahamas, diving

some of the most advanced and spectacular caves in the world.

$ss.00

Diving in Darkness By lvlartyn Farr. Personally signed by the author. Provides a clea4

concise and modern overview ofthe essential equipment, skills and techniques required
to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Publhhed in softback Diving in Darknes

is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.

$65,00

Hidden Splendours of the Yucatan.

Hidden Splendors o{ the Yucatan is photographer/author Lalo tiorelli! story of exploration,

teaching, and photography in the caves of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula. His stunning photography

is complemented by the lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of
exploration to the reader. A must read for those planning a Mexico trip or at least dreaming of one!

99.00

NSS Cave Diving Manual.

The standard reference manual in cave diving covering just about every conceivable topic. New Edition. $5s.00

NSS Cavern Divers' Manual.
The $andard reference manual in cavern diving covering almost every conceivable topic,
Also most principles behind safe sinkhole and cave diving"

$30.00

New Edition of Peter Horne's Lower South East Cave Reference.
AnillustratedcataogueoftheLowerSouthEastRegion0fsouthAustralia. CURRENTTYUNAVAILAEIE $130.00

$7s.ooThe Darkness Beckons. By lvlartyn Farr. The history and development of cave diving

The Cave Divers. By Robert Burgess. Paperba(k 352 pages. CURRENTLY UNAVAITABLE

Fu I h (ory of cave diving in the States and further afield. An interesting mix of adventure & archaeology.

Robc( Burgcs has been diving for over 50 years. He lives in Chattahoochee, Florida.

The Taming of The 5lough. This is Sheck Exley's exciting story o{ the discovery and mapping

of thc Pcacock Sprinqs C,)ve system at the tirne the world's onqest underuvater cave..

$40.00

$45,00

QTY /
couStzE ITEIV]

UNIT
PRICE

TOTAL

Sidemount Workshops - DVD $10.00

Australian Cave Diving - A Contrast, By Tony Carlisle. Four short documentary type videos on Warbla
Cave, Three Shters Cave, The Road to Toad Hall and Tank Cave.

$25.00

'Nullarbor Dreaminq". Durinq November 1988, a team 0fAustralian cave divers set out on an amazing

adventure to explore ihe mystdrious subterranean wate6 of the Pannikin Plains Cave,

This epir underwater exploration nearly ended in tragedy when a Ireak cyclonic storm hit the area and the cave

collapsed trapping the expedition below DVD 0l{tY AvAlt, $29.9s

$3o.oo

CaveDivingBeneaththeOzarkMountains-DVD-withlootage0fGinnieSpringsandthe
Gasconade River in the ozark lvlountains, l\4issouri. 0ver four days the team reath 2000 feet in, 200 feet deep,

usingscootenwhichtheydragthroughrestrictionsusingropes. lnthisDVDtheyextendthesurveyofthecave.

"Down DeeD Down Under".
A soecta(ulai film bvAlextflVschnia. Discover the hidden secrets ol Mt Gambier's famous fresh water caves

Tucked awav in S.A.'s Sth Ea(t are'some ol the countrv's best known freshwater (aves.

The physical chalhnge of cave diving makes Mount 6ambier a diver's mecca,

$25.00

$35,00

"Facing Darkness". Following some of the greatest (ave divers in north Florida,

Facing Darknes invites you to dhcover the undemater caves and how divers safely explore them.
About the geology, the danger and the pasion,

Florida "Window to a Hidden World". The ultlmate cave diving adventure.
Andrew and Liz with fellow cave diver-explorer Wes Skiles, take us on a iournev to discover

the beauty and danger of the Florida aquifer, Beneath the surface of Floiida lids one of the
planet's largest freshwater reserves. Producers: Andrew & Liz Wight,

$15.00

$15.00

Cuba "Beneath the Suffare'. Explores the role water has played throughout time in the history of Cuba.

Reveak some of the beautiful aspects ofthis maqical Canibean island, explores the bizane subtenanean

caverns and provides unexpected contrasts with Cubat turbulent history 
sEE - ptease Advise

. Embroidered Crew Neck T+hirts. Black, Naryand Steel Grey"l [4, l" Xl" XXL $25.00

$35.00. Embroidered Polo Shirts, Grey with blark trlm or black with red trim, Look very smart!

. Polar Fleece Jumpers. Colours: Bluq Black. 0riginal logo. Keeps you toasty warm & smartl $60.00

.PolarFlee(eVests.Blue,Black,Originallogo,Greatt0wearasextralayerunderthedrysuitl 
I

$40.00

.LadiesContrastTee.Ladies(utstylishTinWhitewl\4arleGreysleeve.SizesS,10,12,1a, 
I

I

. Beanies. Elack only.

$40.00

$20.00

. Caps. Biack only. $20.00

. CDAA Key Rings. Blue with gold motif. CDAA P0. Box on back $.oo

cDAA stickers. Yellow Indude $amped self addresed envelope for delivery $1.00

Tank Cave Poster. Full Colour 14.5" x 25" poster of Tank Cave by Peter Rogerc. Price indudes p&h.

Tank Cave Map. Prem um matt or glos 120g paper $95.00 (laminated $22.00 extra, silver back g132.00)

CD of Guidelines 1-91 All Guidelines as searchable pdfs on CD.

$8.00

$10.00

Stubby Holders - high quality 5mm neoprene with CDAA logo $8.00

$r2.00Travel Mugs - great for having a cuppa 0n the run

. Mask Slap Straps- fully embroidered with CDM logo $16.00

Cardholders Name: Order Date: Sub Total $

Plus P&H $S.oo

TOTAL $Postcode:

Card No. I Bankcard I Mastercard [Visa

Expiry Date: Signature:
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APPS, Heike (CDAA 2776)

BH 02 6249 9170
AH 02 6291 0566

E: herke.apps@ ga.gov.au

FEATONBY Tim (CDAA 3372)

Mob:0402 129 253

E: tim.featonby @ delence. gov.au

GRILLS, Peter (CDAA 1780)

AH 02 4955 4497

Mobile 0419 820 920

E: peter*grills@ hotmail.com

WALTERS, DESMOND

BH 02 6041 1405

AH 02 6025 3506

dive @descend.com.au

MARRIOTT, Max (CDAA

Mob:0428 897 897

E: dive69@ chariot.com.au

SELBACH, Steve (CDAA

Phone:0413 134 827

Email: steve.selbach@

ALLEN, Teni (CDAA 3483)

Mob: 0419 176 633

E: terri.allen@baker.edu.au

AXTON, Paul (CDAA 2826) t
t

Phone:0419 346 442

E: PALdiving @ people.net.au

BARCLAY Gary (CDAA 1735)

AH (03) 556s 8793

E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

BOWMAN, Jane (CDAA 1BB0)

BH: (03) s979 2600

E: info@abocean.com.au

www.abocean.com.au
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*, MEMBERS STMPIISIUM A'
Scarlett

CLARIDGE, Linda (CDM 22

Mobile 0408 052 070

E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

AH (03) 5565 8793

DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA

Penetration instructor

Phone: 0407 887 060

Email:jdz@pai

HARDMAN, Lorraine (CDAA

Mob:0418 304 120

E: PALdiving @people,net.au

HEARD, Barrie (CDAA 262)

Phone:0419401276

Email: iantd@dcsi.net.au

HIGGINS, Andrew (CDAA

Mobile:0413 569164

E: ahhiggins@ optusnet.com

LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 3184)

Phone: (03) 98979 2868

Email:

McD0NALD, Wanick (CDAA 1

BH: (03) 5979 2600

E: info@abocean.com.au

Mobile 0408 374 1 12 {}l
www.abocean.com.au

MONACO, Rubens (CDM 1

BH 03 5984-1799

E: inlo@idcscuba.com.au

Mobile: 041 3-429-533

TAYLOH, lan (CDAA 3568)

Phone: 041 1 1 18 134

E: ian.taylo14@ defence.govau

WALTERS, Des (CDAA 687)

Location: Albury

Phone: (02) 6041 1405

Email: dive @ descend.com.au

wwwdescend.com.au

WEALTHY Bob (CDAA 464)

Mob:0417 524 005

JDZ shows
the side-

mount
rebreather

set up

Ken Smith
and his
pingers

Tania Yarra
talking on
Toad Hall.

Photos by David

Yes

Yes Yes Yes

CUHRENTLY INACTIVE

Yes

Yds Y6s

Yes

Yes Yes

CDAA INSTRUCTORS

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

Yes

Ken Smith and Bill Rouse



Hedven t-g d a

Pfr{ce on Eafth
Agnes Milowka

I thought writing this article would be dead easy as l'd just re-use the emails I sent
from abroad, stitch them together and voila - l'd have a ready-made article.

I arrived home and figured that perhaps this might not be the brightest of ideas.
My emails sound like fm on some serious drugs... or perhaps I should be on even
stronger medication. So l'll make an attempt to restrain my enthusiasm just a tad

here... but just quickly - the Florida caves are bloody awesome!!!
Florida really is heaven on earth... or rather is mous Ginnie Springs. The place is definitely impres-

about as close to heaven as a cave diver can get sive,notjustbecauseofitsinfinitevisibilitybutalso
without abstaining from drinking and spending because of the sheer size of the tunnels - you can
their entire life helping little old ladies across the easily drive a bus through some of them! Further,
road. lt is home to some very pretty caves, with Ginnie is famous for its flow... if you decide to do
beautiful clear tunnels that allow for wonderfully your deco in the Ear; be prepared to hang on to the
long penetrations and very long dives. lt seems that log for dear life. To get into Ginnie without blowing
any old cave in Florida resembles a map of our ,,.";,

very own Tank cave, with tunnels that just go l,if:i;

and go forever... it is hard hot to be ,'I',tlr

flow made the numerous finger marks on the walls
seem very out of place and made it seem like some-
thing horrific had happened in the tunnels rather
than divers simply using the walls to pull themselves
against the flow.

Now Peacock is their so called 'training site' but
don't be discouraged by this, as it is a very. very dis-
tant cousin of Gouldens. Those two are about as

related as a centipede is to a unicorn. The Grand
Traverse is particularly fun, you descend into Orange
Grove and follow a crystal clear tunnel for over 4600
feet before finally exiting in Peacock l. Along the
way are various small sinks or 'emergency exits,'

impressed.
Summer is usually not the time to hit the

caves in Florida as the sweltering heat equals
much pain, sweat and suffering whilst gearing
up. On the upside many of the caves are virtu-
ally deserted which means you can have a

whole cave system to yourself. Mind you this
type of peace and serenity does not apply to
weekends. The hot weekends mean that every
man and his dog along with a li-lo and per-
haps a beer seem to seek out a watering hole.
Thus popular caves become popular swim-
ming holes which means divers have to dodge
much traffic and many flinging legs to get to
the cave entrance... l'm thinking here of
Ginnie in particular. Having said that, swim-

mers can be a

source of
much
amuse-

, ment on
I long deco

hangs.
Still, you

can't go to
" Florida and not
visit the infa-

P

all their gas divers tend to clamber Spiderman style
along the ceiling and across the walls. Do as the
locals do!

The gold line is great, but so is the flow, so it is not
ideal to stay on the main line. Swimming against the
current for over 2000 feet is, from personal experi-
ence, rather tiresome. The smart thing is to do a
jump at the 'park-bench' (dont worry you can't miss
it, this is about the time you feel like resting and
catching your breath... and conveniently it looks just
like its name sake) and head towards the Hiller
Tunnel where you will be safely away from the roar-
ing flow. On your way you will find the infamous
bats which are very amusing, and also if you look
really carefully a bunch of small fossils in the walls
and on the floor of the cave. Another nice place to
visit is the white room - welcome to the disco! As
Iong as your torch is pointing at the roof and illumi-
nating the hundreds of air pockets you and your
buddy can have a little dance.

Another cave with a great deal of flow is Little
River and again most people jump off the main line
and head through the Mud Tunnel in order to get
into the guts of the cave. The recent droughts have
reduced the flow which made my dive here a pleas-
ant dip as opposed to a marathon swim. While spec-
tacular; the cave is a bit spooky with a lot of high ver-
tical fissures and reminded me of a dungeon with so
many tunnels all merging into one another. The low
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famous Rocky Horror and big drop off and
instead I found myself jumping off to the
Roto-rooter tunnel. This mind you was not the
end of the world as taking this jump and fol-
lowing even this small tunnel was still rather
extraordinary. But the moral of that story is, if
you dont care much where you want to go
then it doesn't really matter; but if you're keen
to head somewhere in particular... invest in a

half decent map!
Cow is a truly wonderful cave and is my per-

sonal favourite, if for no other reason that it
reminded me of home... you could actually
get to the end of the line in this onel Actually
Cow is my favourite for a number of reasons,
its smaller tunnels and various restrictions are
challenging but most importantly it is incredi-
bly beautiful. Some parts of it reminded me of
lddlebiddy back home, as it has some beautiful
multi-coloured stratified clay banks. To top it
off a turtle was visiting the cavern, which
made for a perfect distraction during the long
deco hang.

At the back of Cow I had my not so smart
moment. At the end of the line is a plastic moo
cow and for a few seconds I thought to myself,
what the hell is a cow doing all the way back
here? Then it hit me, like a freight train... duh I

So far I talked about the caves in the
Suwanee River Basin, where I was staying at a

house in Ft White (www.fladivehouse.com)
and which I would highly recommend as base

camp, especially if you're diving with a large group.
A bit of a drive from these caves and part of the
Woodville Karst Plain are Jackson Blue and Hole in
the Wall. WKP might sound familiar as itt the home
of the famous Walkulla Springs. While Walkulla is

off limits to divers, Hole in the Wall is not a bad con-

litre rather than by the tank, but you can drive your
car up to the filling station, chuck a whip on your
tanks and get a fill without dragging the damn gear
out or stripping it all off. To top it all off, the gas
goes on the tab if you're a regular! Like I said, heav-
en... One thingt for sure, Mud Hole is definitely off
my list of favourite cave sites and the crystal clear;
beautiful and seemingly endless tunnels of Florida
are definitely onl

l'd like to extend a huge thank you to Lamar Hires
and the wonderful bunch at Dive Rite who were all
incredibly generous, helpful and truly wonderful. A
big thank you also to Scott and Kathleen Byars who
took me under their wings and made sure I got wet
and to Lamar English who kindly let me use some of
his dive gear. lt was these guys who made much of
my trip possible and I am most grateful.

And of course, hats off to my fabulous dive bud-
dies who led the way, or led me astray as the case
may be - Scott, Kathleen, Kevin, Lee-Ann, Lamar and
Mike!

which allow you to recalculate your thirds as you

9o... or if you're like me and have a small bladder;
let you jump out for a quick toilet stop. Now, if you
left your car at Orange Grove and did the grand
toul guess what, it's a long walk back. Unless of
course you can hitch a ride with a bunch of friendly
Floridians on the back of a tray - many thanks to the
boys!

The grand tour allows you to see some of the
best parts of the Peacock system but don't
ignore Peacock lll. This cave is a bit tighter and
a lot more silty than its counterparts, with that
thick dark mud that you'd see in Stinging
Nettle or Fossils back home, but it's definitely
worth a look.

Further up the road is Madison Blue and it is

an amazing cave that goes through more 'cos-
tume' changes than Whoopi Goldberg hosting
the Oscars. Every bit of this cave is different and
around each corner is a little surprise; really the
place just gets more and more stunning. The
biggest surprise for me was that the gold line
does not in fact lead all the way through to the

solation prize. lt is a great dive and offers the added
attraction of a boat ride through the rather stun-
ning Merriits Mill Pond area. The best part, you get
to drive the boat yourselfl Jackson Blue is also a
beautiful, big and extensive cave and it is certainly
worth the drive to this part of the State to dive these
two caves.

Apart from the great diving one of my favourite
things about the Floridian cave diving scene are the
fill stations. Not only do they stock 32% as a stan-
dard gas of choice, not only do they charge by the

bellunn hctel
Room discounts lo
CDAA members

All rooms ensuite, with secure outside oreo
Centrol to oll mojor dive sites

Only 500m from Uttle Blue
Restouront open lunch ond dinner 7 doys

Bookings preferred. coll > 08) 8738 5269

Boy Rood, Mount Schonk
info@bellumhoiel,com. ou

o toste of ihe couniry
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Above Average Below Water

Back plates + Harness; Wngs; Hoses; Guidelines;
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HALCYON dive equipment
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