
C.D.A.A. Newsletter
No. 103 - MARCH 2008

-CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIAIION OF AUSTRALIA
(lncorporaled in South Australia)

Print Post No. PP 38169U00020



[.e.0. is H@r@ llto
L€D is the fulure of divo lights, 6l

os eluroys, Divo Rite leods tho u,oy
uliEh L€D technology tor divors...

0nnouncing the L€D-500
lls bright os o l0 uott HID

Mossive 500 lumen ouLpuL

Virtuolly Unbreokoble
Over 30 hours burn time
OnlV ovoiloble in Rustrolio l!

$999.00

Free Storm Coso Volued ot
$139 uith ove;tv LeD-500 !l

NDive Rite H
ll lnnovoEors, Not lmitoEors..., MARCH 2OO8 - PAGE 3

COlSTTJ]UTS
Standards Report
National Director's Report
Quality Assurance Report
Business Darector's Report
Membership Renewal
Site Director's Report
CDAA New Product NEWS

5

11

14-15
'17

18-19

17

19

20

24
25

27

2a
30

Course Dates
Site Access 26-27
CDAA Produds
CDAA lnstructors
Guidelines Gallery

Articles and Pictures this lssue...

Vale Barrie Heard - Tony Richardson
Slug Lake - Ken Smith

34-35

_6-7
8-1 0

Wookey Cave, UK - Gary Barclay _12-13
Just a Bed Lodge opens 16

To Plate or Not to Plate - Warrick McDonald
Kilsby's Map completed

_22-23
31

lmages of Florida - Ken Smith_ 32-34

,unee Cave - Dean Chaimberlain 35

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION
OF AUSTRATIA
ABN 65 062 259 955

P.O. BOX 290, NORTH ADELAIDE 5006

GUIDELINES is a newsletter of the Cave Divers Association of
Australia. All articles for the following issue are to Lre sent to
the Editor; David Bryant PO Box 2198 Rosebud Vic. 3939.

All articles and submissions shall automatically constitute an

expressed warranty by the contributor that the material is

original. We assume no responsibility for unsolicited material.

Articles and information may be reproduced without prior
permission provided reprints are accredited to the authors and

GUIDELINES" Private advertising for caving and diving equip-

ment may be advertised free at the discretion of the Editor.

Opinions expressed in GUIDELINES are those of the individual

authors and are not necessarily those of the C.D.A.A.

Front cover:

Photo title:
"lan Taylor and

Suzie Quick inside
Weebubbie"

Photographed by
Craig Larkin using a

D'|00 in Subal housing.

Composite art design:
David Bryant

CONTACT LIST
Please (ontact the most relevant person or, if unsure write to:
C.D.A.A. PO. Box 290 North Adelaide 5006
Website: m.cavedivers.com.au

NATIONAL DIRECIOR - Warrick McDonald
Email: national@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0408 374 112.

Manager Research & Mapping - Stuart Mccregor.
Email: research@cavedivers,com.au Mobile: 0438 329 942.

STANDARDS DIRECTOR - Steve Trewavas

Email: standards@cavedivers.com.au N4obile: 0423 021 488.

lnstructor Records - Andrew Higgins.

3 Harris Crescent, Glen Waverley, V|C.3150.

Email: ahiggins@optusnet.com.au Mobile: 0413 559 164.

lnstructor Materials - lan Taylor
Email: materials@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 041 1 1 18 134.

BUSINESS DIRECfOR - Heike Apps
Phone:02 6291 0566. Mobile:0407 230 108
email: business@cavedivers.com.au

Treasurer - Tammy Beattie. Email: tazytam@dodo.com.au

SITE DIRECIOR - Gary Barclay
Email: garinda@bigpond.com Mob:0407 527 921.

Kilsby's Access - Craig Larkin.

Email: kilsby@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0418821 191.

Tank Cave Access - Noel Dillon
Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au - lVlobile: 0407 530 103.

Shaft Access - Linda claridge
Email: shaft@cavedivers,com.au Mobile: 0408 052 070.

Quality Control Officer - Stan Bugg

Email: sbbugg@micronica.com.au AH; 03 9379 8791

PUBLICATIONS & RECORDS DIRECIOR - Terri Allen
Email: publications@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0419 176 533.

Records Officer (Memberchip matterc) - Jason Caldwell.
Email: records@cavedivers.com.au
PO Box 840, Beacons{ield VIC 3807

Graphics & Advertising - David Bryant.

Email: seapics@alphalink.com.au BH/AH: (03) 59 853 104.

Mobile: 0417 125710. P.O. Box 2198 Rosebud VIC 3939.

CDAA Products - Helen Higgins - Mobile:0411 720 M
3 Harris Crescent, Glen Waverley, VIC 31 50

Email: products@cavedivers.com.au

Webmaster: Tony Richardson. Email: web@cavedivers.com.au

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

NSW: Mark Jobbins ph: 0411 191 590
Email: nswrep@cavedivers.com,au

South-East SA - Grant Pearce Mob: 043 8833103.

EmaiI sarep@cavedivers.com.au

Public Officer - revin Burrowes
Phone: 08 8272 6833 email: kburrowes-cpa@senet.com.au

CDAA INSURANCE
Public Liabilitypolicylimit$10,000,000.00 PMEL99/0055779.

lndemnity Insurance of $2,000,000 PMEL 99/0053498,

Expiry: 16 July 2008 Insurer: Dive master Insurance

n "\ nn ilr'\-q\t

Editorial



between dives in the open plan, self-catering kitchen and

courses,300 barair filli and BBQ,faiilitles are available.

Pine Tank Dive Lodge is close to the Glencoe General Store for all your fuel, bottle shop,

post office, EFTP0S and store item needs.

, Pine Tank Dive

I tate Edward Road

linmon's Cotttulitt
Another report form Florida this time from that great contributor Ken Smith.

Thanks to Harry and the team for the new maps of the deep paft of Kilsbys. These will also be put up on the

website. Thanks also to Mattie Skinner and Craiq "Kilsby" Larkin for their photos and congrats to Craig on the front

cover. Speccie photos from Dean Chamberlain again, this time of Junee cave in Tasmania. I believe not many divers

have brought cameras through to this chamber in Iassle so quite a rare look at these amazing decorations. JDZ has

an afticle on slug lake and Gary an article from Wookey Hollow so a good mixture of different places.

Deep cavern and Penetration course materials are almost ready including new instructor manuals, new students

manuals, new skills, new videos of skills and new powerpoint slides.

Sixteen of us including many deep cavern members were part of the last dive day at 1 080 in February before the

slte was ctosed. I guided here for the day to help develop this site and get things moving especially for our deep

cavern members. How sad to see thr's slte closed again and how sad that many making comments about the access

were pen level divers who said they didn't care and they didn't dive there anyway" Shame they didn't think about

their DC buddies. Lets hope we can get access in future to fhese 3 main sites as well as the potential other 7 caves.

I believe keeping sites like this is very impoftant especially for our entry level members and for retaining them in the

association and gives great access to deeper places for trimix, etc.

This issue also marks the very sad passing of Barrie Heard in January. There was a terrific turn up at his funeral a real

who's who of the dive industry including many CDAA members. Thank you to Tony for his very nice tribute in this

lssue.

Finally a huge thanks goes to our hardest working volunteer Michael Kelly who hands over the records officer iob at

the end of the month to lason Caldwell. Michael's efficiency in getting cards made and softing out membe*

problems and "stories" was truly inspiring. He has an amazing sense of humour and has really made my iob so

much more enjoyable/bearable in the tough times. His loyalty to both me and the directorate and association was

deeply touching. He even managed to teach Warrick a few internet acronyms! So now I hope Michael has some

free time to spend with his young family and hopefully some time to get back in to cave

diving. Thanks mate enjoy your "retirement" and welcome lason who brings great lT

expertise and is working with Tony to transform our database to on line, making it easier for

student registration and eventually membership renewal.

Speaking of which, memberships are due June 30. Please see the new form in the centre of
Guidelines.

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director,

Emai I : pu bd i r@caved ivers.com.au

ffi
ffi

* /Sttrlcttis l.oh GulDlil[Isl]s *
. Send articles & photos via post, or prelerably by email to:

Terri Allen, PO Box 6492, Melbourne 8008.

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink'com.au

. Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.

lf mailing please send pics and text on CD.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi

at 1scm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's, orTiffs if mailing.

Mobile 0438 833 103
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Barrie Heard
l, along with many other memberc
of the association, was shocked to
hear of Barrie's passing. While
Barrie was not a close mate, I had
known him for over 25 years and
our recent expedition to
Cocklebiddy (:ve together compels
me to write about one of the asso-

ciation's longest serving instructors
and most experienced divers.

I first met Barrie at a CDAA Category
3 test in the early 1980s when he

was the CDAA State (Vic) Testing
Officer - one of many positions he

held within the association over the
years. Barrie was an individual and
would think "outside the box". On

the occasions the CDAA held instruc-
tor meetings, Barrie always ques-

tioned the status quo. He champi-
oned the use of manifolds years

before the phrase'Do lt Right'was
coined in an environment in the late
'1980s where everyone used inde-
pendents. He was one of the first to
dive the western side of

Engelbrechts Cave and was instru-
mental in the discovery of the air
chamber at the end of the first
sump. Barrie worked on the deep
mapping project in The Shaft (under

the ASF-CDG banner) where his
expertise in on site mixing of trimix
was invaluable.
Barriet expertise wasnt confined to
cave diving. Wreck diving probably
took precedence. His exploits are
well documented including discov-
ery of the City of Launceston,
Mountain Maid and other wrecks.
Banie was the first to dive the HMAS

Bayonet scuttled by the navy in deep
water well offshore in the hope of
making it off limits to divers. He

owned the Australian agency for
IANTD. Barrie loved his cars. He held
the unofficial "record" for
Melbourne to Mt Gambier in a time
under three and a half hours in his

XU1 Torana in the late 1970s. I had
the "privilege" to travel to Mount
Gambier on numerous occasions in
his Range Rover; complete with bil-
lowing roof lining, no internal door
panels (it was in a continual state or

Barrie above Toad Hall -

Cocklebiddy Cave - April 2007

renovation), and huge transmission whine (it had done hun-
dreds of thousands of kms). Barrie was a dedicated ski

patroller at Mt Hotham where he worked for well over 20

seasons. ln his professional life he was Principal of a small
rural primary school in eastern Victoria.
My fondest memories of Banie, howevel are just last April
when Barrie accepted a role as support diver in our team to
dive Cocklebiddy Cave. On site at Cocklebiddy Cave, Barrie
was the ultimate team player. He saved the expedition early
on when he dismantled and repaired three scooter chargers

that had been damaged on the flying fox. While Barrie was
easily the most experienced diver in the group, he accepted
his role without question. On one occasion just before a big
dive he asked what my dive plan was. "Get wet, have fun,
come back" I quipped (the standard Chris Brown dive plan).

He jun looked at me with that Wvinkle in his eye, I am sure

he did not approve as Barrie was a perfectionist when it
came to planning and technical diving. Barrie's diving skill
came to the fore when he coolly took off for Toad Hall com-
plete with twin independents (he was happy to standardise
with the rest of the team), three stage cylinders, and second

scooter in tow (after minimal experience in using scooters).

On the return trip in sump two he gleefully "cut a few
donuts" to allow his buddy on a slower scooter to catch up.
Banie took the record of oldest man to Toad Hall and at 53

years of age that record should stand for some time.
Above all Barrie was a loving husband to Andrea and ador-
ing father to Lauren, Tom and Ben.

Barrie, you will be sorely missed.

Tony Richardson. CDAA 641
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We are wriling to convey our sympathy on the pqssing sf lhe late Earrig Thomas |leard
and to lhank you tor your recent dtrlation.

Mernorial dcnations are vitat to our work and we hope that you will gain some confort in

the knowledge that your donation will be used lo further our fighl against heari, stroke
and blood ve$s€, di.s€ase.

A special letter will be sent lo the family acknowledging your support.

The Heart Foundalion holds a Memorial Service in Heart Week Bach year to remomber
thoso who have passed away a$ a re$ult of heart di$eas€ and skoke. You would be
welcorre to ioin us. Please contact us on 6282 5744 for further infonnation.

Piease accepi our gratitude for your donation.

Saroi $weetapple
Dqnor Liaison Offis*r

Yours sinoerely

Official Tax Invoice / Receipt No: ACT 12889
Oghations tax deductlble, G$T included where applicable.

af Auotralia

Date Partieuler€ Amount

23t01t2008 OONATISN s200.00

grji tII -iu\I S'l' U-llji,

iust been re-fittet
...clean air-fills!!

Price reductions on ait
fills at our dissretion!

FREE Tea and Coffee while your
Tanhs are being filled!

Drop in and see lohn and his family,
Good Service, Petrol and Supplies.

Phonq (0s) s7I8 7274



Slug Lake, what an uninviting
namq that is,
cavediver,.,,

unless you're a

,..arguably, one of the most
exciting cave dive locations
found in the Jenolan Caves

region, NSW.

Recently, Ken Smith, by now
known as the legendary "Pinger

Man" aka nuclear physicist and
rocket scientist., and l, generally
good looking cavediver and all
round nice guy, got an invitation
from the Sydney University
Speleological Society (SUSS) to
assist in their ongoing survey of
the underground riverways
throughout the Jenolan Caves

region in NSW, Australia. ln par-

ticular; the pinpointing of Ground
Zero (GZ) of a place called the Gargle Chamberi which,
at this point in time, is only accessable via Slug Lake!

What does all this mean? The story of the ongoing
SUSS exploration of the Jenolan Caves started way back
in 1948, with cunent preparations for SU55's 60th
Birthday Celebrations underurray. (A link to their activi-
ties can be found at www.ee.usyd.edu.au/suss/

Through numerous excursions over the yeart and sur-

veys, an excellent map of the underground system of
one of the most complicated caves in the world, has

slowly evolved.

Add the presence of an underground river system and
the map gets bigger and of course more complex and
exciting... (link -

http://www.tri mixdivers.com/Navigate.do?tableName

=caves_maps&code=jenolansn_map )

Thus, on the weekend of the I 5/16 Sept 07, the plan

included getting a party of 1 2 people including the two
divers, Michael Collins (of http://wwwtrimixdivers.com
fame) and myself to Slug Lake with our dive equipment.
From here, we were to set up series of pinger points to
assist in bringing the accuracy of the cunent sketches of
the waterway beyond Slug Lakg and in particular; locate
the position of the Gargle Chamber within the mapped
network of the dry passages on either side of the water-
ways.
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Early on Saturday morning, the party entered the

enormous Mammoth Cave, and very quickly found our-
selves on our hands and knees crawling through a myr-

iad of passages, descending ver-
tical drops by rope (the Forty

Footer), sliding through scal-
loped tubes, bracing across

crevices over streams, wading
through chest high waterways,
rigging a Tyrolean Traverse (fly-

ing fox) to transport packs and

dive gear across the river and up

the pitch on the far side and
finally sliding down a 40 degree

long muddy slop to the waters
edge of Slug Lake. The journey to
the Iake with all the equipment
took approximately 3 hours!

Whilst Slug Lake was initially
dived by Ron Allum as far back

as I 980, further dive pushes into
the waterway on air only yielded

more question marks as the depth of exploration reach

70 meters with no end in site. ln Dec, 1998, the SUSS

team gained permission to explore further with Trimix

0pen Circuit and here, Ron Allum and Rod O'Brien
descended to a depth of 96meters leaving a continuing
descending passage....

Slug Lake is currently the only access point to what
could very well be the deepest section of the Jenolan

streamway with the very real potential of this being the
deepest cave dive in Australia,

0n entering the dive, you find yourself in a roughly
round tube of approx 3-4m diameter and dropping at an

angle of approx 60 deg. At 5m depth a streamway

io*"oo"J': '
Vl,l-eb*r

enters from your left and you can feel the gentle out-
pouring of the Lower River into the downwards pas-

sage. At 30m the scene gets interesting. . . you are at the
base of the siphon tube and the soil and sediment has

settled forming a restriction of less the 100mm highl
The guideline slips under the upside down apex and
here the diver encounters a 40cm length of line

attached to the guideline with a trowel attached to the

other end! Yes you guessed it, time to digl The sediment

floor does give way to digging and forward pushing by

the diver; and after approx 2meters you break out up

into a rising passage and then the floor drops away

from underyou....
By the way, the visability of the first diver on this dive

was approx 100mm, and the second dive6 0mm. Yes,

those figures are correct! The riverway visabilty can

reduce to zero, depending
on prior upstream activity,
sometimes though, upto
10m viz can be experi-
enced.

So, following the cur-
rent fixed line finds you

swimming in free space

until reaching the far wall
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AVAL0i{ [{oTEt
"The quiet motrll rrff the highway"

LOCATED 
'N 

rHE CTTY CENTRE
www.avalon motel.com.au

. Very quiet and central location

. Fee Austar Channels

. Walk to shops, cinema, restaurants

. 21 Ground Floor Units

. Family Rooms

.4 Bedroom Apartment (sleeps B)

. lndoor Solar Heated Swimming Pool

. Enclosed Free Guest BBQ

. Guest Laundry

.lnterconnecting Room

. Fully Refurbished

. Microwave Ovens

. lroning board and lron

. Hairdryers

. Toasters

. Tea & Coffee facilities

. Air conditioning & heating

. Fully refurbished

. Non smoking rooms available

. lnternet Kiosk

, CDAAMemberc Discount

ffosfs; Jim & Sue
Phone: (08) 8725 7200

Fax: (08) 8725 9491

Emall: avalonmotel@bigpond.com.au
92 Gray Street, Mount Gambier 5290

of the chamber al 24m, where one line heads down-

wards into an abyss and the other heads upwards and

right to another tube (similar to the entrance tube) rising

also at approx 60 deg and surfacing into what is now

called the Gargle Chamber.

The Gargle Chamber is a vertical fissure like chamber

with mainly smooth wallt little more than 5m across

and 10m long, here, the diver exiting from the waters

edge, is faced with a vertical wall of approx 10m, which

needs to be scaled in order to reach the upper levels

with possibility of new passageways. The muddy sloping

floor and sharp rocks need to be negotiated with
extreme caution and then a vertical wall needs to be

climbed, To date, it has been climbed to a height of
approx 5m by bolting the wall, and more trips are

required to continue.
Back at the u/w junction, heading downwards into a

somewhat large "cavity", there is a floor at approx 60m

and an entrance to another sump, which heads down to
a depth of at least 96m and continues downwards.

SUSS is committed to the ongoing exploration in this

cave, however permits, logistics and personnel are

required and access, not withstanding trimix require-

ments, requires due process. Ken and I would like to
express our gratitude to the SUSS team for giving us the

opportunity in assisting with their exploration. O
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Plenty of exciting news in this edition of Guidelines. The vol-

unteers have been working hard and CDAA divers have been

off exploring extensively all over the planet.

Richard Harris, Grant Pearce and Andrew Bowie recently

dived the Pearce Resurgence in New Zealand to a depth of

182m on a Mkl 5.5 Rebreather and wistfully watched the cave

tunnel continue onward.... Grant Pearce and others are prdpar-

ing for multiple dives in to the Blue Lake to asist the City of

Mount Gambier with additional information about their great-

est attraction. Doctor Andrew Fock from the Melbourne

Hyperbaric Unit at the Alfred Hospital is coordinating with var-

ious CDAA divers, performing doppler tests on trimix diverl as

part of his ongoing scientific research paper into deep stop via-

bility. Stuart MacGregor is about set to announce perhaps the

most exciting scientific cave research project in this country We

will be looking for available and qualified cave divers to active-

ly contribute with in mapping, sampling, video and photo-

graphic areas of the project. lnterested parties please contact

the CDM Mapping Officer (Stuart)

On the course and instructor front we are in the midst of

amalgamating our databases in preparation for our move

toward interactive online materials. Update o{ CDAA course

and program materials have been tak-

ing up a lot of our time in an effort to

get them modernised and reflective of current diving trends.

On the negative side, Barnoolut is now closed indefinitely

and an investigation has been commenced into the actions of

one member and his effect on that closure. Additionally, infor-

mation has also been received that several divers have been

diving without current membership after friends with current

membership obtain access permits and keys. We are working

with Forestry to addres that isue. I don't think I need to fur-

ther express my views on this point.

Although thd AGM date has not yet been set I have set to

work on scheduling presenters for this year's workshop. I want

to include an international flavour and several overseas explor-

ers have been mentioned as potential guest presenters. I hope

to see many of you there. lf anyone has ideas or requests for

included events please contact me to have your input consid-

ered.

On a closing note, congratulations to Brian Cornell (58) ably

asisted by lim Vernon-Smith and Bob Wealthy, now the oldest

person to successfully reach Toad Hall.

Steve Trewavas, Standards Director

EqJDa UDUr staa at
Just a Bed Lodge
. 6 individual bedrooms, 4 with two single beds and 2 with a double bunk and a single bed.

. Each bed is supplied with mattress cover sheet, pillow, doona & blanket.
please provide your own linen or linen is available for a small additional cost.

. Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing for a secure area for personal effects.

. Keys will access the front sliding door and your individual bedroom only.

Rates from $3D PP Per night!
. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigeratoL two microwaves,

crockery and cutlery toaster & kettte), kitchen table, lounge area, TV & DVDlvideo.

. 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom with instant hot water shower & vanity.

. Barbeque, seating area and provisions for drying of diving equipment if required.

Clean air fills, Nitrox and Trimix is available from Blue Lake Diving nightly.

Contact Suzanne anytime on 0427 884 729.



Woohey HoIe, Somerset was the site of
the UKis first cave dive using Standard
Dlving Equipment - lead boots, metal hel-
met and surface supplied air. In 1935 two
dlvers - Penelope Posell and Graham
Balcombe entered the sater here for the
first time at Chamber 5 with this bulhy,
loaned equipment in a bid to explore and
hopefully confirm, a linh and possible
cave between here and Swildons Sump,
some 3 hms away.
My thoughts \Fere a million miles away from
llresc early days as I slowly entered the cold
(lirrh water of Chamber 5. The thich silt was
rlislurrbed far Iess than I expected and that
wlrich clid Iift up created interesting swirling
l)irllcrns in the thigh deep water around us_

llgllyy and clay based the bottom iras more
slippcry than I expected though, and care was
rrccticd not to end up unceremoniously
rlrrnrpcd on your bachside.
A linul checlr of our gear - we were all wearing
sitlc mounted 55is, and a quich orientation to
llrt' locution of the fixed line stretching out
irt ross the silt beside us and we all slowly sunh
lrlneirth the surface to follow Martyn Farr into
( )nL' ()t his favourite caves. The first 5-1Om vras
vt ry low vis but once clear of the entry area
llris irrcrcased to a pleasant yet chilly 2-
iirrr vis. lVc had all shipped our person-
irl tlivt' ccluipment over to the UK for
llrt lrip and I was most appreciative of
rry rlry suit and undergarment in the 9
(l('\ll'('r' watcr irs I watched Martyn fin
irlonll irr ltis wetsuit, rubber boots and
lirrsl Slirnrlard cave diving attire for
Wirk s irrrtl ltnllland it seems.
:,wirrr)inll irlorrq in single file we
I r rovr'r I I I r ror r11lt lltc c.lve to Chamber 9,

lrliul( iutl lrI irl llr('irir surftrce above us
ir., w(, l)it.,.,( (l l)y ('ltiulbcrs 6 and 7.
',ilrlil( iltl,rrrl ('lrirtttlrr'r () wc were Sur-

lrr r',('(l I)V ,t iltit:,\ ol Irrlsitlinll Co[Ofed
Irr,lrl',, l, rrrrl rrrrr,,ir iIrrl ir scit of faCcS

Mnlt( il .ro{)8 PA(it 't2
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staring bach at us. Not a !0elcoming party but
rather a tour coinciding rrith our dive.
XToohey Hole has regular tours throughout the
cave allowing visitors the opportunity to view
Chambers 3 - 9 N?ithout getting their feet wet
and to Iearn about the history of this cave. This
artificial tunnel was driven to this area of the
cave in the 1970s by the then orsners, Madame
Tussauds and allowed 70m of submerged tun-
nel to be replaced with a 2 minute walh.
X7e descended again, mindful of the fact that in
only about lominutes we had traversed an
area of the cave - 92m in Iength - that had tahen
the early explorers 13 years (1955 - 1948) to
negotiate.
I7e continued on with our dive, each section
differing from the one before, silty, muddy,
sandy, roch collapse or Iong roch slabs. Down
towards Chamber 15 1fle squeezed through the
tightest area of the dive, also the deepest, at
just under 22m. Using air and our sidemount-
ed cylinders this was a relatively straightfor-
ward exercise but in 1960 when John Buxton
finally negotiated this iawhward, but passablei
constriction on a 50/50 mix, Iead boots and
front mounted rebreather it was a whole differ-
ent ball game and a major step forward for
cave diving and especially for Woohey Hole.

Meanwhile in other areas
of the worlcl the new
aqualung was beginning
to be used and only a
year betore had report-
edly been used on a dive
to l02m in .Southern
Rhodesia to establish the
bottom of the Sleepino
Pool. In Britain a few
dives had been complet-
ed on the aqualung but
the conventional organ-
ised cave diving iraterni-
ty remained sceptical
about aqualungs. By
1962 this scepticism waned and the aqualunq
tooh over as the equipment of choice. \Tetsuits
also toolr over from the old style dry suit and
tins replaced the need to walh upright in
weighted boots. The style of exploration was
changing in Woohey Hole.
As we swam along the tunnel towards
Chamber 90 i felt the gently flow of water
agajn-st me. even in my dry suit and warnr
undergarment tr could feel the chilly 9 degree
water cooling me down - bugger the \oetsuits!
I7e eventually located the 3 way intersection
and surtaced in Chamber 22 - our planned turn
around point - for a chat prior to descending
bach down through the now much lower vis
and beginning our traverse out of the cave.
The Iow sandy flattener secnrecl much morc
user friendly on the way oul wilh rhc slir,lht crrr-
rent norv worhing with us. Wc soorr irrrivt,'tl
baclr at chamber I - no rJrcLrtinr.l l)irly llris linr('
- very cold but elatcd at lrirvinr,l t onrlrlr'lt il
Chambers 3 - Chambers 29 rrrrrl rt'lrrrrr ir irr:l
underan hour. The early riivcrs wlro lrirvt'rl tlrt
way, without tixed line-s to llLritlc cv(ry st('l).

without the advances in morlcrn tlivc lt't lrrol
ogy that we now tahe tor grantcrl l()()lr 31; y('irs
to get to this stage.
!7e carefully climbed up lltc rnurlriv slopt'
made worse by our wet prcscncc rirr it irrtl
exited up and over the ladcler anti ririlinll iit
Chamber 9 - no mean feat at all ilr our sirle
mountsl- and headed out of the cavc. slill lrrlly
hitted up via the echeese roorne. 'l'his rrrcir ol

the cave has been set
aside for the curing and
aging of the very tasty
$Toohey Hole Cheddar
cheese.
()utside in the sunshine
we lvere finally able to
tlchit on the grass much
l() the pleasure ol the
tou r euides and their vis-
itors. A rather unusual
clehittir-rg area we \vere
in the midst of the famed
lToolrey Hole theme
parh surrounded by
witches, dinosaurs, cave

men and wooley mammoths, our excited
chatter often interrupted by the recorded roars
of the numerous dinosaurs in the area!
A most n-Iagical dive steeped in history and
only made possible by the generous assistance
offered to us by Martyn Farr , Steve Marsh and
Andy who share their lrnowledge, dives, tall
stories, cvlinders and epintsi with us.

'^r^. undt"*'by @H
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NrmoFdA[ l]utticT-olts lttit r]ttT
I , rt lr issrrr, ol Guidelines seems to outdo the last, once

,rr;,rrr k,rri,rnd David have excelled.

Ilrr, loss of Banie Heard, a long time lnstructor and

lrokl,r ol rnany offices for the CDAA over the yearl has

l,lt ,r lrrrqo hole in theAssociation, which will take a long

trrrrr, to fill, if ever. He will be sadly missed and it was
(Jr(',tl lo see so many members at the funeral, remem-

lx,rinq a mate and saying fare well.
lirno rnarches on and Office Bearers come and go and

Mit h,rol Kelly has finally called it quits as the
Mt'rnlx,rship Records Officer and has been replaced by

l,rsrrn Caldwell. Michael's sense of humour will be

rrrissoil and his loyalty to the job, for the Association can-

rrol bc questioned. Let's hope Michael can now go div-

irrry ,rnd enjoy himself without the "oh, l'm going diving
tomorrow and my membership ran out a year ago and I

lr,rvtrr't noticed, haven't had time, why didn'tyou tell me
(lrrvc that one), why should I pay l'm an instructol
bloody CDAA all blah blah, blahh" Michael has heard it
,rll! lllW don't think this behaviour is limited to some of
tlx, general membership, lnstructors are just as guilty,
jtrsl irsk Andrew.

Once again the weakness of our Constitution has

lrotrr hiqhlighted when a member who was sent a num-

lrr'r ol allegations and advised that an investigation was

l,rkirxy place and his input was requested, decided to
ptrlrlir isc it on the members email site. Surely this is a pri-

v,rlr, rlrirtter between the accusers (who remain anony-

rrrorrs) the National Committee, their Officers and the
,rrrusrrl (who I might add is innocent until proved

ryrrilly). 0nce this became public the Directors were put
irr ,r position, by another membel who took it into
lris/ht'r head that they were the saviour of all and "if
tlrty didn't do it, who would" as if it is their unelected,

rrrr r ,rlled for; god given right to tell the membership, that
tlu' lx,ople the members voted for in a democratic

l)r(x('ss are wrong and that he or she is the only one

wlro should be listened to because they are obviously
wisr,r llran ALL of the members of the CDAA. Forget the
I,rrl llr,rl there is an ongoing investigation; forget the
l,rr I llr,rl lht,Directors can't comment on the case, forget
llrr, l,rr I lh,rt accusations are made willy-nilly and

Irrvr,,,tir;,rliorrs rk'manded by this person. The Directors
r,rrr lr,rulI, tlri,,, wo follow the Constitution and it is our

lolr ,rr r orrlrrrr; lo llr,rl Constitution to interpret it. But do

wr,nr,r,rl l0 r,rn,ril,, in one day or is this bordering on

Ir,rr,r,,,,nu,rrl lronr ,rrr irrrlividual? Do we deserve to be

,rr ru',r,rl, ,urrl lrrvr,,,ltr;,rliotts demanded of Directors

before the case is even heard? lf it was the first time this
person had attacked the Directorate then maybe it could

be understood but it's happened before and the same

old names join in. lt's almost laughable, we sit back and

wait, for so and so to make contact and we know that
will be followed by the next one. How transparent this
group is and an embarrassment to the Association, but
you know what? Their existence is the very reason I stay

in office, how boring it would be if every now and again

they didn't pop out of their boxes and start a fight by

standing on a new soapbox and demanding this or that!
As per any case the Directors (National and Standards)

are charged with a responsibility to investigate and we
will meet that by looking at the alleged charget advis-

ing the accused and the other Directors of the alleged

charget then we appoint an lnvestigations Officer to
look at the evidence and see if the alleged charges war-
rant an outcome, so that a meeting can be held to hear

anything the accused wants to put fonruard if they
attend. At that meeting a conclusion will be reached by

following the Investigation Officers report. ALL parties

concerned have approved the lnvestigations Officer; his

findings will be strictly followed. Punishment is at the
discretion of a majority vote of the Directorate. No other
person has input at this stage but should the accused

person/s, once they are advised, not be satisfied and

want to appeal, that is their right. This is laid down in the
Constitution and Regulations and whereas I find the
appeal process very daunting and restrictive there is

nothing I personally can do about it. This particular case,

which is now a matter of public record, thanks to the
accused member posting to the CDAA email site, is

about the loss of access to a diving site. The Access

0fficer put this information on the members email site as

well. Does this make every member biased? lf the
accused person goes out of his way to "flame" members

of the Directorate and call them biased and state that
they have a "Conflict of lnterest" what do we do?

Maybe the member should have considered this before.

Can any member say they are not concerned that one of
the best sites and with the potential of at least 4 others

now being closed as well not causes angst to every

member? Who does not have a vested interest? The

Directors are bound by the Constitution and will follow
it, we therefore will decide if we are able to make a deci-

sion, if the outcome is not favourable to the member. The

Directors act in the best interests of the majority of the
members and our landownert we will not be cowed by
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threats of legal action or personal charges made against

us.

During the email war that has been going on a certain

attack was made against me. I have heard this said before

and I will now use Guidelines to deny this unfounded

rumour being spread by those same people mentioned

above. I did not lose Barnoolut access to the Association,

Mr Alan Scott purchased the property and he closed the

site for a number of reasont which are his right, one

being the fact that the whole properq/ was bulldozed and

topsoil laid. My approach to the Landowner came about

many months after our Site Director at the time had hit a
brick wall with negotiations. Some members were diving

the site through arrangements with the property manag-

er at the time and others through Mr Scott's grand-

daughter. Their diving was stopped when I pointed out
that the CDAA did not have an access agreement and

therefore our CDM insurance etc. did not cover private

diving. lt was only through the effort of Grant that access

was re-gained under strict rules. As we had accesl was

this better than no access? I will say no more and hope-

fully by the time you read this, the case will be over and

some settlement will be reached.

Sorry to air dirty laundry but this is the only means we
have of reaching every member.

lf a CDAA member dives in a CDAA site with a non-

financial member or non-member then that member will
be punished for their indiscretion. lt is the duty of all

members to report violations of the access requirements,

Do not risk CDAA access to sitesl

Good news time,,.the new course materials are get-

ting closer, Many hours have been spent filming and pho-

tographing for the new Deep Cavern Workbook. Re-writ-

ing of the Deep Cavern Manual, which was slowed down

due to unforseen circumstances that could not be avoid-

ed, is almost complete. The Penetration Power Point pres-

entation has been completely revamped along with the

manual. The two now match and the updates have

removed some of the outmoded areas and included new

knowledge and subjects. This will be going out to all

Penetration Examiners soon for feedback. Next step will
be the Cave Course with a fair whack of the Penetration

Course subjects going into that to increase the knowl-

edge at an earlier time in training.
A bit of overlap nightmare for the
lnstructors for a while but as pro-

fessionals l'm sure they can handle

it.
Regards,
Warrick McDonald
CDAA National Director.

a
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r Air Fills . $cuba Sales & Service o Nitrox Fills

o Minor Repairs . Scuba Gylinder Testing

ffikr.rd DruPo @ @ anmflhHls
Guaranteed o'night Air/Nitrox fills... drop off before 9pm... filled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries
Darren Walters - 0408 845 511

, Email: dwalters@seol.net.au

Lot 7, Cafpirco Rd, Compton (via Mt. Gambier)
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier Wesl, S.A. 5291



'Just a Bed' Lodge D
Just a Bed Lodge is the brainchild of Darren and

Suzanne Walters. The couple established the new

venture on their Compton property five minutes

from Mount Gambier to service the needs of divers

visiting the area looking for a cheaper alternative

for overnight accommodation.

A local of three generations, Da'rren has 20 years dive

experience and extensive local knowledge as a penetra-

tion level diver. He manages Blue Lake Diving which is sit-

uated directly beside the lodge,

Meantime, Suzanne hosts and manages all bookings for
the lodge. Just a Bed Lodge Features overnight accom-

modation in a newly developed building nestled in a

rural setting on the outskirts of Mount Gambier.

It features:
. Six self-contained, lockable bedrooms, four with two
single beds and two with a double bunk and a single bed.
. Kitchen {acilities including kettle, microwaves, toastel
fridge, cutlery and dinnenruare
o Two toilets
. Large shower with instant continuous hot water
r Reverse cycle air conditioning
. Large common area with ry DVD & VHS facilities
. Pergola and Barbecue area
. Close car parking . Cold drink machine
. Dive gear washing and hanging area

Costs:

$30 per person per night, twin share.

$25 per person per night, twin share for more than three

nights.

Bookee stays free when booking six or more people.

Lodge can be booked out entirely at a reduced cost.

Linen is available at cost. - $4.00 for two sheets,

pillow case, quilt and a towel.

Continental breakfast packs available for $5.00 include

Cereal, Milk, Toast, condiments and Juice.

Cooked breakfast packs available for $8.50 including:

Bacon, Farm eggs, Toast, Tomato and condiments and

Juice. Barbecue Meat packs are also available at a cost.

Blue Lake Diving,..
Blue Lake Diving is situated next door to Just a Bed Lodge

and provides Air fills, Nitrox fills, Trimix fills, Overnight

Cylinder Testing, Cylinder Maintenance, 02 Cleaning and

High Presure Oxygen.
. Clean Air Fills $6.50
. % x Nitrox Fills - 02 at two cents per litre
plus Air Fill at $6.50
,0/ol% xfrimix Fills - 02 at two cents per litre
plus He at eight cents per litre + Air Fill at $6.50
. High Pressure 0xygen - 02 at 2 cents per litre

plus a $2.00 Booster pump
. 0vernight Tank Hydrostatic Testing $33.00

Discounts only apply to Air fills and Cylinder testing for
people who stay at the lodge.

Contact...

For all enquires and bookings regarding Just A Bed

will be happy to address any

questions you may have.

Phone: 0427884729

Email: jablodge@seol.net.au

For all enquiries regarding

Blue Lake Diving,

contact Darren Walters.

Phone: 040884551 1

Email: dwalters@seol.net.au
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(}t ]ALITY /tSS[.illA]UCli
Quality Assurance Officer's Report. January 2008. by Stan Bugg

As you are probably aware, CDAA intro-
duced a quality control questionnaire, that
all students need to complete before they
are issued thelr new certification card.

It is my job to'review these question-
naires.

The questionnaire, which was developed
by Warrick MacDonald and Terri Allen, with
input from Steve Trewavas, was installed
on the CDAA website by our own webmas-
ter, Tony Richardson.

So far I have reviewed more than forty
questionnaires, and I am pleased to report
that they confirm that our instructors are
doing a very good job in training the next
generation of cave divers.

ln the rare event of a questionnaire that
suggests a breach of standards, I contact
the candidate again, and ask for a clarifica-
tion of their comments.

So far, when this has been necessary,
discussion with the candidate either by

email or phone, has revealed that proce-
dures were in fact correctly followed, and
that the error was in misinterpretation of
the question.

As a result, some questions have been
modified to reduce their ambiguity.

Occasionally candidates make sugges-
tions as to course structure and content. I

pass these suggestions on to the stan-
dards officer for consideration.

From time to time I email instructors to
inform them that their students spoke posi-
tively about their
training. After all,
feedback is a two
way street, and I

expect that instruc-
tors are encouraged
to hear that their stu-
dents found the
course to be benefi-
cial.

Report from the Business Director
The Business side of the CDAA is as always

going along pretty smoothly. This time of year

usually consists of identifying member deposits

and informing the relevant people leg products

or Tank Cave] of the payment. A reminder

though to please identify any deposits you
make in to the CDAA accounts with a name

and/or CDAA number as some still come

through with no identification,
The CDAA made a donation to the National

Heart Foundation in memory of Barrie Heard.

He will be sadly missed by many CDAA mem-

bers. You will find a letter from the NHF in this
issue of Guidelines.

This is generally the quietest time of year for

me - though there is always a constant flow of
communication with other directors on more
general aspects of the CDAA - from updating
courses to any member issues. Due to the
extremely hectic nature of my job at the
moment [until end of June] I have been

unable to devote as much time as lwould like

over the last three months

This includes the Business Plan

- which I will be trying to get

sorted in the next couple of
months.

Regards, Heike

D_Wmnr&*xffi€rv
1&f



GAUE DIUERS ASSllGIAIItlN tlF AUSTRATIA

Mail to: Records Officer, PO Box 840, Beaconstield VlC. 3807.

Srrr rr,rrnc

Arldress

(TNCORPoRATED rN S0UTH AUSTRALTA)

CDAA #:

(iivcn Names

Please

emailjpg
or attach

1 photo

I

I

il

I

P/code

l'lrone: (h) (-)

(w)(-)

Date of Birth: 

- 

Gender:

Email:

lr roils (lilration 0f me being accepted as a member ol the Cave Divers Association of Australia lnc. ('CDAA)'
I l,r(lr(x)loilrdemnilyandkeepindemnifedtheAss0ciati0n. tsdirectors,officers,€mplOyees,agentsandcontractorsagainstanyliability,loss.
rxtxilr,r), (liilraqcs. claims, suits, actions, demands, costs 0r pr0ceedings whether arising 0ut 0f statute or at common law in respect 0t personal

rrlrrry (rrrr; rrdirg illness) or death arising 0ut of or in connection with 0r caused by any activity, functior, event, dive, expedltion, training or adminls-
lr,rl vr liuk or ol)ligati0n, including but n0t limited t0 equipment lailure, damage of equipment during transportation, failure to check equipment ade-
rlLr,rlrly l)rior l0 eiltering the watel physical 1oss 0f equipment, lack of emergency, rescue 0r medical personnel or equipment at the site of an acci-
rll!rl orili ol lrsirble lrreathing gas, breathlng gas c0ntaminati0n, inc0trect measurement of oxygen concentration n breathing gas. rncotrect measure-
ilrfl ol (tiI lrir(Jr0ns in l]reathing gas, running 0ut 0f breathing gas, use 0f inappr0priate breathing gas, mask flooding, llecoming physically stuck
ilillfrwirli (;0llisionwithphysicalobjects,lineproblems,includinglineentanglement,cutline,l0singtheline,linebelayfailure, ineroutingfailure.
l,r(:k r)l lnr) iundion, lailure in line following, unexpected removal 0f line, r0ute finding railure, unrec0gnised destinations, visibility failure, including

lrrrrrr vr;ihilily. dOtsrioration 0f visillility, physlcal 0r mental health problems (pre-ex sting 0r otherwise), including hypothermia, blocked sinus, unable

lr) ( llriil |iris. rcspirat0ry illness, physical or mental impa rment due to alc0h0l 0r other substance, mental impairment due to narcosis caused by

lrrirllilr(t (tirs. lack 01 dlver fitness, sudden medical emerqency, pulmonary barotrauma, fatigu€, lack 0f sleep, animal attack (above and below wate0,
!r11 r)l i)(xi, (lchydration, vomitinq underwater psych0l0gical disturbance as a result 0f being present when a diving accident 0r other related activity

rrrrr.rrr lIrilnrAticinjury0racutemedicalcondition,weatherproblems.includingundergr0undandunderwaterfl00ding,cavepr0blems,including
l,rln(lrirlrrrirlandunnaturalobjectsab0ve0rbel0wwatetphysicalchanges nthecavewhilstdiving,strongcutrents,fallingwhilstenteringorleav-
il{t llr wirlcr (uflderwater or otherwise), falling undergr0und whilst beyond a sump, air contamination in c0nfined air spaces above water, nearlly use

ol rxlr (,r;ivcs, procedural problems, including inadequate or inc0rrect pre-dive planning materials, failure to 0bserve gas margins, failure to interpret
(lilr{)il}l)r)r;rjror talr es correctly, inadequate understanding 0f dec0mpressi0n techniques, lailure to observe cotrect decompression profi e, failure to
olr,frv| fi)rrc0t assent or descent rates, lack of personal judgment 0f personal capabilities t0 execute a planned dive safely, communication failure

lrlwcflr (liv0rs lilderwater confusion over the expected actions 0f other divers whilst underwater, public interlerence by a non-diver, fa lure to locate
,r lrlr il,rlrvc l)l)rlhing supply during swapping of lrreathing supply. 0bstructi0n 0f alternative br€athing supply during swapping of breathlng supply,
r),:, ol irlnvr (lrclrnd c0mmunications or lack of or unexpected loss 0f undergr0und t0 surface c0mmunications.
:'WAllNlN(ItJNDERTHEFAIRTRADINGACTl999(Vlc).Underthepr0visionsoftheFairTradingActl999,severalconditofsareimpliedintocon'
lr,rlri lr)r llu rirl)f)ly 0f cedain goods and services. These conditions mean that the supplier named 0n this f0rm is required to ensure that the recre-
,rlrilrir ,rrvi(:Ii il sltDplies to y0u are:

llrrrriIrrriwrllrrlrrr;arcAndskill;and Asfitf0rthepurposef0rwhichtheyarecommonlybouqhtasitisreasonallletoexpectinthecircumstances;
,ilrl llr,r,.r)ilirl)lV I I lor ilny particular purpose or might reasonably be expected t0 achieve any result you have made known to the supplier. Under sec-
lnr l;'Nr)lllrliil lrir(liilUActlg99,thesupplierisentitledt0askyout0agreethatthesec0nditionsdonotapplytoyou.llyousignthisf0rm,y0u
w ll l,r, ,rIr,rlIr(t llr,rl you r (tlrts t0 sue the supplier under the Fair Trading Act 1999 if you are killed or injured llecause the services were not rendered
u, llr ,1il,r,rrr, Irl ,,k ll or llrry were not reasonably fit for their purpose, are excluded, restricted or modified in the way set out in this form. NoTE:

l l , , lr.ilril,, l,) yiIr ilrtlrlr, ,ri rir)l out in this form, does not apply if your death 0r injury is due t0 gross neg]igence on the supplieas part. 'Gross neg-

lrrr.rri,,r r1r,lrrri,rlrilllr,l,il lr,r(linQ(RecreationalServices)Regulatl0ns2004.
I llr,rv,,r.rl,rrl ilrl,!,l,ilrlllr(lorstitutionandRegulationsoftheCDAAandamlnsuppOrtthereof.lherebyapplyformembership.

Please tick applicable boxes

tr I wish to pay $80 Renewal Fee (incl. Kilsby's lease fee) 2008/2009.

tr I wish to pay $ being CDAA Membership for 

- 

years

tr I wish to pay $35/yr for Non Active Membership (non diving) for 2008/2009. (no photo required)

tr I wish to pay $35/yr for Associate Membership (non diving) for 200812009. (no photo required)

tr I wish to pay $45/yr being for back fees (max 5 yrs)

tr I wish to pay $45 being for late fee (Aug 31st onwards)

tr TOTAL cheque / money order for the amount of $

D I have electronically transfered $-on date /08 to account:

B5B = 085-070, ACCOUNT NO. = 69-701-2377. PLEASE INSERT CDAA NO, iN HEADING
Account Name - CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA lNC.

ll Please charge to my credit card for the amount: $

tr BANKCARD

Credit Card No:

tr VISA D MASTERCARD

Office use only: Database: Payment: Card:Slgnad:

MARCtt 
'OO8 

-

Membership Renewal lnstructions

1) Please print and fill out the Membership Application Form

2) Enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope
3) lnclude 1 Photograph and please write your name on the back

of the photos or email good quality photo as a jpeg (3cm x 2 cm)
to records@cavedivers.com.au. Please do NOT staple to the form.

4) Enclose your payment. Save time, money and hassle join for more
than one year, no limit!

5) lf you wish to have Non Active membership pay $35/yr. You keep
your membership going, receive copies of Guidelines, but cannot
dive with such a membership and you do not receive a card so don't
need a photo.

6) After August 31st any unpaid renewals will incur a $45 late fee.
7) Anyone wishing to add a Nitrox or Trimix Endorsement will need to

include a photocopy of their certification and pay a once only
processing fee of $10.

B) Memberships cannot be processed until everything is sent in.
9) Please send all question by email only records@cavedivers.com.au

Pn(,t 'ilt

Date:

Expiry Date: Signature
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Srun llutncT()tt's ltupohT
I ,rrrr,,,rrkk'rrerl by the recent loss of Banie Heard, a

wr,ll rtsgrcctcd instructor and diver both within the
('l)AA ;rnd in the wider dive com-

rrrunity. Barrie had a passion for
rlivirrq which he projected through
his instruction of others.

ll was great to teach alongside of
Barrie and I learnt a lot by doing so.

Hc was CDAA through and through
and never let his work within
TANTD conflict with his cDAA
teachings. I still laugh when after
one Penetration course had finished
and the students had been signed

o{f he handed out to all of the
Penetration instructors that were
lcft, an IANTD hat just to show his

sense of humour Barrie will be

sadly missed"

One the Site front we are going

along ok except for the ever
decreasing water level. This is not
just the Mount Gambier region

thought. Recently we put 7 new
Deep Cavern students through their
paces in Wellington Dam and Lake

Stockton near Perth in WA. These

sites were also suffering from the
lack of rainfall - a planned dive in

Waroona Dam was cancelled due to
an extreme drop in the water level.

Most of these sites are catchment
areas and no rain means low water
I would like to thank Geoff Paynter

for all of his assistance and behind

the scenes work in getting this
course together. lt has been many

years since a CDAA course has been

run in WA and even longer since we
had a WA instructor based there.

Now wt: have an lnstructor in train-
irrq ovcr there, so in the next few
ttronllrs lrc should be able to com-

pk'lr, hir intornship.

Wr, ,rrr, ,rlio .rbk' lo add a few extra WA fresh water
lr,ririn(l ,,il(", to orrr li,,l of site dives. These will fall into
tlrr, r,rtr,r;orir,,, ol (,rvtrns and Sinkholes and offer
.,onr, {,xlr,r rlivr, silr*, lo llro WA members.

I also had the chance to dive Wookey Hole in

Somerset UK and some very interesting Welsh caves

recently which was great. Like

here, Mexico, Florida, Vanuatu or
any other area they all have very

unique access requirements and

their own politics. Always check

the local requirements for any dive.

Some of our own sites are get-

ting harder to get in to due to the

lower water table but hopefully as

trained CDAA divers, should not
find this too much of a problem -

hopefully it should only be short
term and with the return of the rain

we will see the return of the water
level. We have lost nearly 3m of
water from the table in the last 1 5

years but still get the annual rise

and fall.

Anywhere we can, we will
attempt to make improvements -

with landowner support of course.

lf you have any ideas please let me

know
We are having another working

bee again with the planned week-
end being the 31st May - lst June.

Please call/email me with ideas or
confirmation of your attendance.

On a different subject it is good

to see Richard Harris aka Dr. Harry

has been to New Zealand and was

able to get to a depth of 1 82m in

the Pearce resurgence ably sup-

ported byAndrew Bowie and Grant

Pearce. Well done guys - cant wait
to see the photos and hear the sto-

ries. lt is still great to see divers

pushing past the barriers and lay-

ing line for others to follow.

r:r5o.l:undlrrh.Sjtr

iirrl€;Ii::::lkd{ii
looking for

those never ending tunnels.

Gary Barclay
Site Access Director

Perth Deep Cavern course

Kt"'..,,t,:,
.1t:.:,:.&&&.

l.::,: &.*..--,. t

DIVERS WANTED!
supervised dive

1st of June.
Come and have a dive in hells, all Climbing equipment supplied

Followed by sausage sizzle. No need to climb Ladder

This will include some cleaning of the hole.

Let me know if you can make it.

Gary Barclay ph 0407527921

Hells Hole

for the

ffiDlllEnlltlsmucTtoltl$mucE!
. Specialist in Recreotionol & Technicol Diver Troining & Eguipment

. Speciolist in Swimming & Snorkelling Eguipment

' 5SI Diver Troining Focility
. TDI Advonced Trimix Diver Training Focility

' TDI Dolphin/Atlontis Rebreother Troining Focility
. TDI DrogerRoy Rebreother Troining Focility
' TDI Azimuth Rebreother Troining Facility

. CDAA Cove Diving Troining Fccility
' DAN SEAP Oxygen Provider Troining Facility

279 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood 3134

Ph:61 3 9879 2868 Mob:0407 785 591

www. diverinstructionservices.c0m.au
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To Plate 0r NotTo Plate,
That ls The Ouestion!

Maybe it's the confused look on a per-
sons face that makes me Ponder'
rnaybe it's the fact that as divers we
rcly on our "mates" knowledge or the
"cxpert" advice of someone in a dive
shop. The worst place to get any idea
of the equipment you need is from the
web! Biased information of one per-
son's limited knowledge is a poor rea-
son to part with your hard earned dol-
lars- How many times do we hear "l
use Blah Blah and it's been great." has
this expert used anything else or are
they iust exposing the bad information
lhey were given originallY? Or is it
sorne stooge for the comPanY that
sells the product, giving You the
:rclvice and You think its Joe
Salnaritan? Dive shops normally have
;r lairly wide experience with equip-
nrc-rrt but one needs to look at the
lrrands they sell and what they push.
I lre fact is the particular shop you
visil rnay have all of the knowledge but
llr;rl cloesn't mean You will get it
:;lriric;ht away. Which member of the
:;l;rll rrre you talking to? What is their
l).!r 1;()nirl experience or are they telling
y()u :;()nrcone else's stories?

1L,rrl ,rllr,rll:, rl:; litit sllare of dubious experts

rlrl I,llrrr',.ry lo lrcttltlt: "Tllere is only one shark

.,,1u lr,rrrlrl worry.tlrrttl, llt;tl':; tlle one behind the

lr,,t, ,1,rllr'r Iltt', lttttttltt rrrrl ltl the gist of my

It,r , l,(, I lrrry ,r lrl.tlr' ttt ,t r;ttll lllrr;k BC? AS I hope

..,, i .rll l,Ir)v, llr,lr' ,llr' ttr,ttty lttlttttl:; frl Vefy gOOd

,t, l ,,il llI rrr,rtl'r'l tlt l,l( I ll)(r llt;llly;ttltl IOO many

r,l1ol,ilr,Il .tt1r;rltIt , lir lll,ll( ll /\rt:,lt:rlt;t il; Only a

rrr.rll r r,rlrlt r,, ,tttrl Iltr llll llrr\/i', ltrtrl vtillt:lt r:tttllltltred

lrr llrr' ll',i\ l tttrrlr' ,ttttl l,tp,ttt t" l;trtltll littlrl!

Therefore we are flooded with brands. First thing we

need to clear up is (a) Just because it's on the mar-

ket, that doesn't mean it's any good. (b) Price is

merely what the equipment supplier (that's not the

retailer) thinks they can get for a product. (c)

Branding means nothing if they don't make it. We

are flooded by "Stick a brand" equipment. That's the

"Turbo", "Extreme" and the Volcanic" they are all the

same, just a different sticker. One particular regula-

tor I know that comes out of China is branded at

least five times; each seller tells you theirs is better

than the other mobs, more silt to cloud your vision!

When I am asked for my opinion, I give it as hon-

estly as I can, because sometimes as Jack

Nicholson said ". . . People iust can't handle the

truth!" Peoples feelings must be considered and if

they have spent the last 20 minutes telling you that

the "Flimbo model X" is what their recently departed

dad told them to buy it will be a brave and silly per-

son who tells that customer, that dad, was wrongl

Maybe age has caught up with me, but now I just

give people my thoughts and let them decide.

Something else I discovered, as I started to notice

my hair going grey I also noticed that older people

in general had a lot more to offer. I guess knowledge

comes with years not necessarily colour. But back to

the subject...When asked, "What would I recom-

mend?" I first qualify the buyer, wasle of time talk-

ing thousands when they might only have hundreds.

Then, if they fit the description l'm looking for, I tell

them the facts, the truth and to hell with compro-

mise. l'm sure you have all experienced sales per-

sons...lips moving but they are shouting in your

brain "SH0W ME THE MONEY!" lf you feel that this

is happening to You...WALK!
Plates are becoming very popular and you can

buy them made from stainless steel, aluminlum and

polycarbonate. I used a polycarbonate version with

six "D" rings for 1 5 years. I figured that was enough

practice but also thought, "Why did I bother!" The

beast dug into my hips, pulled back on my shoul-

ders and the harness cut into my body because of

the chest strap, which was required so that it didn't

slip off my f rame. 0ccasionally I used BCD's for nor-

rnal diving (single tank) but always found them lack-

ing in shape, or comfort. lcould go on about BCD's

and how poorly they are designed yet cost the earth,

but maybe another time. After trying one brands soft

pack with webbing I thought this was it, although

noticed a fair amount of roll when using it with sin-

gles and with doubles it was inclined to fall back,

when out of the water. lt was very comfortable to

wear though and possibly would have suited anyone

else but with my short body I couldn't get it t0 work

properly. After much adjustment and manhandling

f rom the local equipment supplier and the manufac-

turer in the USA I gave up. lt still caused the tanks

to sit too high on me and although great with a bit

of aclaption for sidemounting what was the point.

The damn thing was never going to be just rightl

Back to the polycarbonate plate...a wider crotch

strap, padded shoulders and bent "D" rin0s, nope

this wasn't the answer either! Jane my partncr, ll:td

gone to the "dark" side and I shook lny ltcarl itl wtttt

cler. After doing thousands of dives all ovcr lltc plrttr

et and still as keen to get in the watcr as llro lirsl

time she tried it, here she was ventttritlo ittltt lt ttt:w

approach and mindset when it came to llairllll(l illl(l

equipment. I shuddered to think of the cosl ;ttttl llttr

waste of time! Alright I'm an easy tarqcl' llcxl llllll(l
you know lam signed up to colnplete lt t;tttlt:;tl lttttl

SHE wants me t0 use this aluminium plltltr lttttl ltltt

rress. Taking a look I could see instantly lllitl llrtr:;y:;

lem was a crock of dung. 0nly 3 "D" tittt;:;, tttt

r;hoice on how far apart the bands wtll.0, slil(l{l lilllk:l

on the left and battery canisters on thO ri(llrl willt llttr

Iorch head in the left hand held by rt "(itttttlttrrrtt"

lrandle. Well it better be a good matl wlttt (rlrll l)lov{}

llris all works, lth0ught. Well yoLt t;ttttltl lrrtvtr

knocked me down with a feather, the plalo wil:i irolll

rrlly comfortable and although the adilrslrrr0rrl l(rll

nrore like going parachuting than divirttl wlutl

r;oulcl it hurt to give it a go! Now that I lrltvc tjttttt:

over 250 dives with it lwonder how I evcr tttlttlitrltlrl

lrofore. lt's comfortable, no corners to ditl ittlo llttl

lrips, its lightweight so that when I travel ttly cottt-

grlcte kit weigh just 17 kilos and the harness sits just

right. No need of chest straps, no need of extra "D"

rings to make up for poor design, no break away

shoulders that rely on the strength of a bit of plastic

to hold it on your body and a solid wide crotch

strap,..per{ect! Now the wing, first the maths...can

yoLr swim up frorn the bottom without putting any

gas in your suit iI using a dry sult, or in y0ur wings?

lf you can't and we are talking 30m here then you

are overweighted! Can you stay at smetres when

you have only about 30 bar in each tank? lfyou can't

then you are under weighted. So maybe you need a

stainless steel plate that gives more weight.

Whatever your situation you need to get it right! I

chose a wing that was a horseshoe shape because

that's what I had always used, but in hindsight I

made a mistake, I followed instead of leading again.

The latest doughnut shapes where the air moves

around a lot better will be my next step. The wing

offers fantastic lift and compensation, so that diving

in the sea or fresh water it is more than adequate.

Horizontal body position is now automatic, stage

tanks, gauges, hot mixes, all have a place to go, the

rioht placel

Thc biggest decision for you is which brand. I

krrow the answer where it concerns me but you may

Invc tlillcronl ttoeds Try the units out, borrow one

Irorn rr rrrrlc bttl tttakrt sttre it's adjusted for you. Go

Io ir r;0orl tlivt: sltttlt ltttrl ask if you can use one, g0

lo r l)0llor olr(r il lltcv say rto! Now rule number 62

0ornlrrrr:, corll)1u0, (lotllpa[c and remember price

ir;rr'l cvcryllrittrl. Work out cost averaged per dive,

llrr: rlillr:r0rror: is ttu tttore that a beer. Don't be put off

lry rrry r:xpr:ricttt;tt witlt a soft pack system it may be

pr:rlr:r;l lot yott.

My rrrlvit;0.. buy a single tank plate and harness

:;yr;lr:rrr willt a small wing and single tank adaptor

llr0n lirl0r progress to a bigger wing for twins. Step

lry slr:p, l0arn to grow with the system and get a sys-

lorn that will grow with You.

Rrrle 67. lf it's got bungy cord - forget it!

Rrrlc 84. lf it has a long corrugated inflator hose

("so you can reach it easier") - forget it!

Rule 89. lf it has over the shoulder dumps in the

hose - forget it!
No names, no blame. 0pinions expressed purely

rrine but by all means copy me and quote me.

Warrick McDonald.
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Thls quarter we have two new Books to introduce. To order these or any other products,

please visit the online store or use the order form in Guidelines.
AIso note a price increase to $8 for postage and handling.

REGAHDS, HELEN HIGGINS, CDAA PRODUCTS.

DEEP CAVERN Courses

April 19 - 27, 2008 and May 31 - June 9 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier
I nstructor: And rew H iggi ns 041 3 5691 64 E mai I : a hh igg i ns@optusnet.com.au

April 14 - 17 and June 6 - 9 in Mt Gambier
Contact: Linda Clatidge or Gary Barelay - 03 5565 8793 E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

May 19-31; lnstructor: Jane BOWMAN - 03 95792600 info@abocean.com.au

May 26 - June 9, 2008 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Terri ALLEN 0419 176633 terri.allen@baker.edu.au

July 1 - 5, 2008 in Adelaide & Mount Gambier
lnstructor: Steve Selbach 08 8121 5881 steve@elitediveacademy.com.au

Cave Courses
April 18 - 20, May 19 - 21, luly 4 6 in Mount Gambier SA

lnstructor: Linda Claridge 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

April 21 - 27, 2008 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Terri ALLEN 0419176633 terri.allen@baker.edu.au

May 1B - 20, 2008 in Mount Gambier SA
lnstructor: Linda Claridqe 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

July 28-3 August in Malbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: lane BOWMAN 03 95792600 info@abocean.com.au

CD AA Penetration Courses
October dates to be finalised contact lane; 03 95792600 E:info@abocean.com.au

Please download the latest application form off the webpage tvwtw.cavedivers.com.au

(2002, A5, 37 pases)

Compiled by Bruce Postill
For those involved in basic recreational

abseil instruction, this book details safe

abseil practises for beginners. Contents

include, risk management, equipment,

anchor systems, abseil site set-up and

instruction and emergency procedures.

IHE DARKNESS BECKONS

dcscribes the risky yet fascinating
irr;livity of cave diving-where cavers

Irnd open water divers have adapted

tliving technology to explore flooded
oirvo systems.
llrc first known cave dive was made

irr I lrrrce in 1B7B and dives were

rwrrlc irr Britain. Switzerland and

Arr;lrirr in the final years of the cen-

lrrry lrr 1934 a 90-metre dive was

rrr;rrkr irr Swilzerland and the follow-
rrrr; yt;rr llrt: irritial chambers of
Worrkry lloir (l.ttOland) were

r:x;rlrrrr:rl lrr lr0 rttclres. AII these

wr:tr: rlrlr wrllr "Slrrrtdard Dive

I rlrrrpnr:rrl willr il:; lrrrniliar globe-

',lr,rplrl lr,'ltrtr,l ;tttrl ';ltttrly ait pipeS

lcrl lry',rrrl,rr:r: lrtttttlr:; Mttltttwhile

rorrr,rl r.,rvu', wcrl ltrr;klitttl :;ltort
Jlrrrrrllr|'.r'r Irotr', oI lr,r'...ttltl lt:;illtl
t ttrlrrrrlrrl,rr y ltotrtl ttt,ttlt: r:t;tttltttttltll.
/\llIr lltr w,l I ttrrlttt;ttt' tltltttltttttlttl
w,r'. rt,r:rl lry llrtlt',lr.rttrl ll,tlt,ttt

rlrvr:1. wlrr[: llri: ',rrltt,rlttttr;" w,r;
ctrrployr:rl lry llrr I l:ttr.lt ll w,ll, lll{l

metres in South Africa and Mexico

with the l0ngest dives, often assisi-
ed by underwater scooters, are now
reaching distances in excess of
4000 metres in France and the

United States, the latter at depths of

around 90 metres.

Yet the sport remains hazardous, its

dangers manageable only by excel-

lent training, high-quality equip-

ment. skilful planning. monitoring
and judgement and an iron nerve.

Its eventful history will surely be of
inierest to all adventure sportspeo-
ple who will surely identify with the

disciplines needed to explore this

daunting underwater world.

June

July

7t8t9
14t15
't2t13

26t27

(Queens Birthday)

Ahseiling Handbootr - $ZO Gauern/Eave lliuer Workhook - S+0
Compiled by various authors for the NACD to be used as a training

aid for the student cavern/cave diver. This workbook is the offi-

cial training manual used by the NACD for the Cavern Diver and

Cave Diver courses" lt includes sections on accident analysis,

cave types and their formation, equipment, communication and

emergency procedures. lt has a very useful section on gas man-

agement and dive planning with some worked examples. lt would

make a good supplementary manual for CDAA studenis and a use-

ful tool for CDAA instructors.

The llarkness
Beckons - $ZS
Author: Martyn Farr

Iatter, wiih compressed air, that has

steadily developed to become

today's "standard cave-diving
equipment""
Since the '60s cavers have adapted

diving skills to expl0re the turbid
sumps of inland systems.

Meanwhile open water divers were

concenirating on ihe spacious,

clear water passages of France, the
West lndies, Australia, United States

and South Africa. Each group

brought their technical know-how to

solve the problems of visibility, dis-
tance, temperature and depth in

ever more challenging flooded cave

networks.
The book widely describes each of
these periods. During the past

twenty years the physiological dan-

gers of prolonged underwater activi-

ty at depth have been steadily mas-

tered" The sport has become inter-

national with ideas and technologies

now rapidly circulated. The depth

record has been pushed around275

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REM!NDER...
April 19120 121 122 (Extended weekend

for non Vic/S,A, dlvers)
25126127 (Anzac Day)
3t4
10nl
24t25

MARCII 2(X)1t l',A('l l4
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CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au CDAA SITE ACCESS
ltlnrr.mh'r: Artcsr is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

(N (AVtRN 5=slNKHOtE C=CAVE P=PENETRATION
SITE LEVEI. OWNER ACCESS DETAII.S

tEVEt OWNER ACCESS DETAITS

MOUNT GAMBIER - 50UTH AUSTRAIIA (continued)

MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRALIA

DEH 5ITE5

Ewens Ponds

BARNOOLUT SITES

Ten Eighty

Blacks Hole

5 Scotts Agen(ies P/L

5 scotts Agencies P/L

A((ess:GrantSommerph.0412266826. Mal l4TKenlhansRoad,HappyValey,SA5159

Download indemnity and book online at www.cavedivers.com.au.

DATES OPEN: Saturday 7th April, saturday 19th l\,4ay, saturday 9th lune 2007

Site undergoing development...Watch this space foriniormationl

Gouldens

2 Sisters

fossil

CN

DEH

P0. Box 1046

lvlt Gambieri2go

(08) 8735 1 177

DEH

P0, Box 1046

lvlt Gambier 5290

Ph: (08) 8735 1 177

Fax: (08) 8735 1 135

as above

Groups of 5 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

5maller groups, no need,

Fax: (08) 8735 1 135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notify of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone or fax only,

Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry current

financial CDAA membership card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before acces h permitted.

Training: The Instructor h to noti{y DEH of the date the sites are needed and to fonruard

signed indemnities from each ttudent and their temporary card number/ membership number.

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of delicate vegetation. $25/dive or annual Permit $55

NOTE: Indemnity form to be completed with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. M'ship.

NOIE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indenniiles at least 2 weeks pr'or to thei intended dive date,

For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDAA webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix

is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes

attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA

Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document

dive experience with twin tanks

Download form off website.

Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au (Linda Claridge 0408 052 070)

Shaft 5 Generally open one

weekend a month.

Trevor Ashby
CN

c

Hann's cave P P&ALa$ett

l\4anager: l\,4ike Haze

Groups o{ four divers only app y in writing to Site Diredor Limited groups will be

allowed acces over the summer months. The site is very delicate and there{ore only limited

accer is available. Divers applying wil be notified as to iurther access detai s. Please include a

stampcd self addresed envelope.

0btain kcy fronr [/lt Gimbicr T0uri( lnformati0n Centre. Access agreement must

br: siqnrd prior lo divinq 7 divfr\ must slgn out keys, all divers must sign in

advirirrq wlrirlr qroups llrey aru,divinq wilh. Diving shou d be avoided after heavy rain due to

po5! blc w,rlrr ({)nl,llrinin(0. D v n(l lx)ub Jrc now re(rided to 8am to 8pm CST.

0ownlo,r(l lrd('ln ly frorr Wch P,rqr. Arics avallab e for erperienced Penetration

rliverrony.low;rrol rorrrdtnrounlrrlindcpendentairsystemsrequired.Acce$agreement

mrrsl trl sirlrrlrl prior Io rl virrr;. Ple,rr: a low 4 weeks for indemnities to be processed.

(of1,r(l I r)r.lrl \ lr,o\,lvr\Ivfl5({)rn.du

Alrlrly n wr lrrrrl lor pcrnrision 1o div€ at least 4 weeks in advance oJ trip to: Distrid lvlanager,

l)(,lnrlmr,rl ol I rvronmcnl and Conservation (DEC)., P0 Box 234, Esperance, WA. 6450.

l'lrolr, ({)11) 1)0ll J ll00 lax: (08) 9071 3657.

Piccaninnie Ponds

Horee & Cart

Tea Tree

CN

CN

Peter Cunningham

P0 Box 2168,

Mt Gambier 5290

By phone or mail, 1 week prior. Ph: (08) 8738 4003. Engelbrechts

. East

. West

l\41 Gambier

Counci

Lessee

Ph: (08) 8723 2299

Little Blue S District Council of Grant Little Blue - permission not required - must cany card
Three Sisters P lvlllllcent Counc I

Allendale

ila Elap

0nc Tree

C District Council of Grant Obtain key {rom Lady Nelson Tourht lnformation Centre.

5 Mr. Peter Norman

5

Visit the house before diving.

ll no one home - no divel McKayl Shaft

Tank Cave P MT, DYCER Ai(('\\ l\,4,1r,r(lr,r Nu,l l)ilIrn. Email: n0e].dil on@macquarie.(om

Manager: Brad Dibb r l'1r,rrI wrrlr, lo llr(' 5 1(, 4{rc$ Dircct0r t0 div€ in Bakefs Cave. lnclude stamped 5elf-

E: site@cavedivcr.rom.arr ,rrirlrl*r'rl trrvcIrpr'. ( imhinq cquipment requ red. 0nly open October to Apri .

I ORESTRY SA SITES

t)nve'sCave C lVaximum3divereallweekendsbetweenl\.4ay&Novemberinclusive (checkandupdateonCDAAwebste)

lhllr Hole 5 At least 4 d vers in group - 1 w th previous s te experien(e

I)n$ C/p Unre(ricted days or numbers - Cave rated divers rnust not enter Penetration sections

C Unrestricted days or numbers.

P gpen every weekend. lltaximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

\l1r(tirxt N(,tl(. cnve P Open every weekend max 3 d vers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check an update on CDAA website)

llilh,lrrkly P Open every saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

{)wrr,r (i,nt,rtlor*lry5Abyemail:forestrysa@forestrysa.sa.gov.au.Fax:(08)87242885orPhone:(08)87242876orbookon-lineviathe

r I rA/\ vvi l,rt,,l(),lr,lr(le lrcnnit. Collect permits from the Forestry Office, RHS o{ drivewayto Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, Mt Gambier.

ilvI,()ilIAN I

. lJ,,,l v rrr; ,)n l()l,rl I tr('ll,tn Days.

. t".riril ,rl,,r) rr,rlrrrlrl lo rutr totnpressors during fire danger season.

. L.y,, t,,r I ti 1,, lt.lr., N|ilh'ltr,r1, lrldlcbiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on

t,il ., rl.,l ,'f ,il I 0r,,,lry \n l)(,rrr)ils.

Eaker's Cave

Mrrrl Holc

Nr,llk'B({l

It rl.,l ry1.

NULTARBOR. WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Cocklebiddy gP

Muna El Elevyn P/C

Tommy Grahams C

L!ndowner leased

tO CDAA

No Vhllorr

Access - Open Fortnightly.

Reler to CDAA website. Twin Tanks ' Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air.

Meet at gate of property at 8.55am or 12.55pm. Book on'line at www.(avedivers,com

or contact Craig at kilsby@cavedivets.com.au

No animals, visitors or mid"week diving allowed.

Weebubbie YC DPI llrt l)r,lr,rrlmorrl lor Pl,rnning and lnfrastructure, l\4idland, State Land 5ervices South Ea(

1,0 lJru 1!i !, [/i(llafd 69]6. Contad Kim Al ison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.gov.au

lllrorrr'(0tl)()i4l 5l)47 Fax (08) 9347 5004

N.S.W. . WELLINGTON CAVES

timekiln P/C Both Penetration and Cavr, I tvll ,rrl lrl n1 armpted for this cave depending on it'5 water level at the time. The cave

(Mccavity) has a restrlction at tho rn I r a r rr r, wlrr I r n I rrrlcrwa ter making it a Penetratlon Dive. Duri ng drought, the water leveL drops to

{ormasmal lakebcowllrcrrrlrirlrn,r owinqcxperencedCaveDiversac(esttothisdelicatecave.

Water (Anticline) Affeded by high C0 cvolr drrr rq 5lrntntcr/Autumn.

A(cess is (o-ord nated w th llre Wcl inqIrn Caves management by Greg Ryan - gregr@a.usyd.edu.au. Phone (02)97434157

Rum Jungle [ake Ur$tr( l(1l d(r€$ rurrently exi(s - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDAA website.

This s a tri rated site. Please see details in issue N0,73. There are no specific

ac(ess arrangements.

MAR(ll /{X}ll l'A(rl ./{r

Buninjuck voP
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CDAA PRODUCTS
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Please send to: Helen Higgins

CDAA, 3 Harris Crescent,

Glen Waverley, VIC 3150.

Q'I'Y /
COU5IZE

ITEIVI
UNIT
PRICE

TOTAL

Abseilino Handbook. For those lnvo ved in bas c recreational abseil instruction, this book detaik

safeabseiipractises{orbeqinners Contentsinclude,riskmanagement,equipment,an(horsystems,

abse I sile set-up and :nstrJ(tio' a10 ene'gency p'oredrres.

An lntrodudion to Tethnical Diving. By Rob PaLmer. Explains clearly and simply the advanced

te(hniques & technology used to undertake Technical Diving, and what is done to overcorne

problems arising with nitrox & mixed gases. CURRENTLY UNAVAIIABIE

Basi( Underwater Cave Surveying. The standard publication for anyone rernotely interested

in research and survey techniques used in water {illed caves.

Cave Diving Communications. A manual from NSS - CD5 dealing exclusively with all underwater

communications used in cave diving. lncluding touch, torch and line signals,

and use of line arrows and jump ree s.

Cave Divino - A Blueorint for Survival.
A book bv ihe worldlrenowned cave diver, the late Shetk Exley, this is a case (udy
of a number of accidents that have otturred in the USA and how to avoid them

Cavern/Cave Diver Workbook. This workbook is the ofiicial training manuai used by the NACD

for the Cavern Diver and Cave Diver courses. lt includes sections on accident analysi5, (ave types

andrheirformal.ior,eqripmelt,commtniraLionandemergencyp'ocedures lthasa.vety.usefu

secrion on gas managemenl aro oive olarn.ng with some wotkeo exanp es. ll would make a good

supplemeniary manu'al {or CDAA students and a useful too for CDAA instructors

Caverns Measureless to Man.
The storv o{ the pasion tor cave divinq oI the ldte Sheck Exley who spent

his life exploring underwate, raves. Pubiicarions Di'ecton pirk.

Amazinq book you tan t put down once yau start, a must tead!

CDAA Occasional Paper N0.2. Frorn National Conference 1981. lncludes topics such

as Fosi Cave, Belay Tethniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.

Deep lnto Blue Holes. By Rob Palmer.

This is the project manual written about his trips to the Bahamas, diving

some of the most advanced and spectacular caves in the world.

Diving in Darkness By l\,4artyn Farr. Personal y signed by the author Provides a clear,

concise and modern overview of the essential equipment, skills and techniques required

to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in so{tbatk Diving in Darknes

is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.

Hidden Splendours of the Yucatan.
Hidden Splendors of the Yucatan is photographer/author Lalo Fiotelli's slory of exploration,

teaching,'and photography in the caves of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula. His stunning photography

is compiemenied bylhe lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of

exploration to the ieader A must read ior those planning a Mexico trip or at least dreaminq of onel

N55 Cave Diving Manual.

The standard reference manual in cave d ving covering just about every conteivable topic. New Ed tion

Nss Cavern Divers' Manual.
I l)c slnndard reierence manual in cavern diving covering alrnost every conceivabLe topic

Al,,o mo\t prin(iples behind sa{e sinkhole and cave diving.

NIw trlition ol Peter Horne's Lower South East Cave Reference.
Ar lr,tr,rtrrli,rlaoqueoftheLowerSouthEastRegion0fSouthAunraia. IUBBEIIIIYUNAV-AII/\BIE

Ih,,l),rkil{,ss Bc(kons. By l\,4artyn Fan. The history and development of cave diving.

Ih,,(,rvi,l)rvr,rs llylli)lxrlllurgcss.Paperbackl52pages. CURRENTLYUNAVAILABLE

lLrl lr,t,,ry,rl,,rvr rirvirrrl rrllrc-Statesand{unherifiild.Aninterestingmirofadventure&archaeology
li rlr rl lt r r1r,,, lr,r, lrr,r rr rlv rrrl lor ovct 50 yea6. He lives in Chattahoochee, Florida.

llrr.l,rrrrrrrrgolllrr'5kru;h llrrrr5lrirkExleytextiting(oryofthedi(overyandmapping

'rl tlri lr 1.,,',llrrt,( rv(riy!1r,n ,rt lhrlinrclheworld's ongestunderwatercave..

$2o.oo

$45,00

$30.00

$r5Jo

$2o.oo

$4o,oo

$so.oo

$2.00

$5s,oo

$6s.00

$49.00

$ss,oo

$30.00

$130.00

$75.00

go.oo

$45.00
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Sidemount Workshops - DVD

Australian Cave Diving - A Contrast. By Tony Car isle. Four short documentary type videos 0n Warbla

Cave, Three Sisters Cave, The Road to Toad Hal and Tank Cave.

"NullarborDreaminq",DutinqNovembcrl98S.at,umoIAu'tra,61 6vnflvclr5ol691o1rdndrd/ing
advenrure to exolore ihe mvster 

'ouS 
SrOtenanean Wdtpt\ 0l Ihp Pdrntl'tn 

p 
d '\ ( dve

This epic undemater erploiation nearly ended in tragedy when a freak cyclonic storm hit the area and the (ave

collapsed trapprng the expedition below. DVD 0NLY AVAlL,

CaveDivingBeneaththeOzarkMountains-DVD withfo0tage0fGirniespringsandthe
Gasconade Riier in the Ozark l\.4ountains, l\4issouti. 0ver four days the teari reach 2000 leetin, 200 feet deep,

using rooters which they drag through restricti0ns using ropes.'in this DVD they extend the survey ofthe cave.

"Down Deeo Down [Jnder".
A s0e.taculai film bv A ex Wvschnia. Discover the hidden seoets of Mt Gambier's famous fresh water caves,

Turked awav in S.A.i Sth Ea(t are'some of the countrv's best krown freshwater raves.

The physrcal challenge or cave diving ma<es Mount G'ambie' a diver's metca,

"Facino Darkness". Followino some of the 0reatest (ave divers in north Florida,

Facinqbarknes invites you t6 discover the underwater (aves and how divers safely explore them.

About the qeology, the danger and the passion.

$r0.00

$25.00

$29.95

$3o.oo

$25.00

$35.00

Florida "Window to a Hidden World". The ultimate cave diving adventure.

Andrew and Liz with fellow cave diver-explorer Wes Skiles, take us on a iourney to dis(over

the beautv and danoer of the Florida aouifer. Beneath the surface of Florida lies one o{ the
planet's laigest {resliwater reserves. Producers: Andrew & Liz Wight.

slzE - Please Advise

$r5,00

. Embroidered Crew Neck T*hirts. B ak, Navy and lteel 6rey 5, l\,4, L, XL, XXL

, Embroidered Polo shirts. Grey with black trim or hlack with reil trim. L00k very lmartl 
I

.PolarFleeceJumpers.Colour:8lue,Black.Orlqinall0g0.K€epsyoutoastywam&smartl 
I

. Polar tleece Vests, Blue, Black. Original 1090. Great t0 wear as extra layer under the drysuitl 
I

. ladies Contrast Tee. Ladies cut stylish T in White w l\,4arle Grey sleeve- Sizes 8, 1 0, 1 2, 1 4 
|

, Beanies. Black only.

. Caps. Black only.

$25,00

$35,00

$60.00

go.oo

$4o,oo

$20.00

$ro"oo

CDAA Key Rings. Blue with gold motif. CDAA P0. Box on back.

CDAA stickers. Yellow, lndude stamped self addressed envelope for delivery

$5,00

$1.00

$sJ0

$,*
$8.00

!!q
$2o,oo

. Tank Cave Poster. Full Co our 14.5" x 25" poster of Tank Cave by Peter Rogers, Price includes p&h.

. Tank Cave Map. Prem !m matt or gloss l20gpaper $96.00 (lam nated $22.00 extra, silver back $132.00)

. CD of Guidelines 1-9.I All Guidelines as searchable pdfs on CD.

. Stubby Holders - high quality 5mm neoprene with CDAA logo

. Travel Mugs great for having a (uppa on the run

. Mask Slap Straps - fully embroidered with CDAA logo

Cardholders Name:

Address:

Card No.

Order Date: Sub Total $

Plus P&H $8.00

TOTAL $

IBankcard EMastercard EVisa



AI'l'S, Heike (CDAA 2776)

BH 02 6249 9170

AH 02 6291 0566

E: heike.apps@ ga.gov.au

MARRIOTT, Max (CDAA 1268)

Mob: 0428 gg7 Bg7 ,:r::.::lYe9:.i:t:r:

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 3483)

Mob:0419 176 633

E: terri.allen @ baker.edu.au

AXTON, Paul (CDAA 2826)

Phone:0419 346 442

E: PALdlvlng @peoplo.nel.au

BARCLAY Gary (CDAA 1735)

AH (03) 5505 8793

E: garlnda@tpgl,com.au

BOWMAN, Jane (CDAA 1880)

BH: (03) 5979 2000

E: lnlo@abocean.com,au

www.abocsan.com,au

Yes
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Mobile 0408 052 070

Mobile 0408 374 112

www.abocean.com.au

Kut stlYs N[AI' c(}Nlt'[,lirlJ,,.

Hi all. Well here it is finally, the prod-
uct of our efforts in Kilsbys for your
inspection and for the use of the CDAA.

Whilst one is never happy with the final
product of such efforts, and the big map

certainly doesn't compare with Stuart's
amazing efforts, I am satisfied that wc
achieved our objectives in exploring and
mapping the deeper or unrecorded sec

tions of the sinkhole.
Thanks to the CDAA for the opportuni

ty and to all the divers who voluntecrcd

their time.
lf you would like a large version ol

FinalA4.jpg to make posters etc, I can

supply a high resolution A3 version. Thc

maps supplied should be OK for the web'
site I think. The Kilsby overlay is just a bit
of fun but shows what you can do with
Google Earth these days.

Our next project is Pics and I look for-

ward to giving you the results of our
findings as they come to light!

Kind regards
Richard Harris

On behalf of Kilsby Mapping Team
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CDAA INSTRUCTORS
Deep Gavern Cave Penetr

FEATONBY Tim (CDAA 3372) i

Mob:0402 129 253

E: tirn.leatonby@defence.govau

GRILLS, Peter (CDAA 1780)

AH 02 4955 4497

It/obile 0419 820 920

E: peter_grills @ hotmail.com

WALTERS, DESMOND

BH 02 6041 1405

AH 02 6025 3506 LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 3184)

Phone: (03) 9879 2868 Yes

Email:

McDONALD, Warrick (cDAA 1BB2)

YesYes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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ImiiiHs ol SI,(lttInA
ln May 2007 lwas lucky enough to enjoy
a week of cave diving in Florida. Forrest
Wilson was my generous host. He lent
me gear and organised a great week of
diving. lt was a nostalgic trip for me,

bringing back memories of my first visit
to Florida, with Forrest, in 1982.

Our first stop was Jackson Blue where a Dive

Rite demonstration day was under way. A group
of students were taking a

Dive Rite rebreather class.

There was some great
gear on display and the
huge Farallon scooter
parked on the beach gave
me a severe case of scoot-
er envy. After diving
Jackson Blue we spent a

day on Merrit's Millpond.
Dr DeWayne Hyatt joined
us for dives in Twin Cave

and Hole in the Wall.
There are several dive

shops which provide fills
for cave divers and "air"
banks are a thing of the
past. The banks are filled
with 32% nitrox which is

the standard mix for cave
divers. Oxygen is used in
large quantities and is sometime delivered in
"dewars" continuing liquid oxygen. Helium is in
abundant supply and is cheap compared with
Australia.

At Peacock Springs we met Paul
Heinerth who was diving his Cis-Lunar
rebrcather. He told me he had visited
Arlclaidc briefly but didnl have the time
visit Mt Garnbier.

Forrost Wilson is known for the devel-
oJrrrrr.rrl ol llrc line arrow that we all now
rrst.. l.il, ,rlso rlcvcloped the first transpar-
crrl lrrlly crrr loscrl dive reel. Another inno-
v,rtiorr w,n ,r lrrroyart<y system which put
tlrc brroy,rrrry orr llrc t,rnks rather than on

tlrc rlrcsl ol llrt' rlivor. Wirtqs and jacket

BCs wt:rc unkrtowtr ,tt tlrc tirtttl arrd all cave

diving was done
with horse collars
BCs or "belly
bags". Forrest
mounted the
tanks upside
down to protect
the valves from
hitting the roof" I

had the pleasure

of using this system at
Madison Blue in 1982.
Forrest dives with side
mounts now. However; if
you go to the dive museum
at Cave Excursions near High
Springs you can see one of
his original systems is on dis-
play.

We visited Ginnie Springs
on a hot afternoon to dive
the Devil's system. The park
was full of holiday makers
enjoying the water. Cave
divers shared the water with

canoeists, and people drinking beer from float-
ing ice boxes. Beer drinking is permitted in the
park, but not through funnels, as I found out
when tried to photograph a young lad doing

this. He had just put the beer filled funnel to
his lips, when he received a severe reprimand
from a uniformed park ranger on a quad bike.
Undeterred he quickly opened the valve and
the beer was gone in a second. I can see why it's
illegal. We also saw two girls in a pickup truck
with the sign "Specialising in Sinkhole Repair"
on the side? l'm not sure what this involved?
Richard Vaughn joined Forrest and me for an
excellent circuit dive in the Devils system.

cont. page 9.,"
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Forrest and Richard at the Nitrox Bank

bellurn hole.rl
Room discounts to
CDAA members

All rooms ensuite, with secure r-lulsirJo rrrr;<r
Centrol to oll mojor divo silr:s

Only 500m from Little []ltte:
Restouroni open lunch oncl rlinnor / (loyn

Bookings preferred, coll > 08) 8738 5269

Boy Rood, Mount Schonk
info@bellumhotel.corn.ou

o toste of the <;ounlry

Forrest's Rutan Def iant

Sinkhole
repair

experts
at Ginnie

r, irl

What is
sinkhole
repair?
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The NSS - Cave Diving Section workshop took
place on the Memorial Day long weekend of May
26-28. The first event was a dinner behind the Dive

Outpost shop a Luraville. lt was a well attended
event with a live band, good food and free beer on
tap. They even had a giant cake specially made and
iced for the event. The talks all took place on
Saturday at Camp Weed near Live Oak. There was

also a trade show with some great gear on display.

ln the evening Wes Skiles showed some short movies

that he had made many years ago. They were bril-

liant! The first, called "Scuba Ballet" showed just

how graceful a cave diver with a Tekna scooter can

be. The second shows the fictional French free diver,
"Jacques Eyear", attempting to free dive from
Devil's eye to Devil's ear. Sadly he fails and sinks life-
less to the bottom (a joke of course). The on camera

interview with the retrieval diver is a real laugh.
Finally we saw the tragedy that befell two open
water divers who broke the rules and enter the cave

with a single light each. One is attacked and killed
by a Godzilla like monster. The other is rescued by a
cave diving superhero wearing a yellow wetsuit and
riding an Aquazepp. Brilliant films, perhaps we can

ask Wes to lend them to us for the next AGM?
Forrest Wilson is a keen amateur pilot and flying

instructoL as well as a cave diving pioneer. For many
years he has been building a Rutan Defiant in his

basement. At the end of the trip he took me for a

flight. The Rutan Defiant an unusual looking aircraft
with a rear wing, and engines front and rear. lt real-
ly goes! with plenty of power from the two engines.

It was an exciting end to a great week!
Here's a fact that not may people know. Tiger

Woods is a cave diver. He was trained by Bill

Rennaker.
Ken Smith CDAA 799

Iunee Cave, Tasmania

CDAA members Jim, Sara,
Liz and I had a look at Junee
Cave while we were in Tassie.
The diving itself was pretty
average (8 degrees, tight,
sharp and dirty), but the air
chamber between the first
and second sumps was pretty
spectacular. Here are some of
the pics...

by Dean Chaimberlain

- GUIIIE1INES GAI.I.ERY -

Paul Heinerth at Peacock Springs
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Above Av€rdge frelow Wter
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Back plates + Harness; Wngs; Hoses; Guidelines;
Lift bags; SMBs; llID & Wdeo Lighting Systems; Scout Lights

0o/t Snaps; Diver Notebooks; Dry suit p-Valves & pockets

HALCYON dive equipment

www. ha lcyond ive, csm, a LI

The Right Choice!

Halcyon Australia
admin@halcyondive.com.au


