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We have just enjoyed a bumper Queen3 birthday weekend at Mt Gambier with the Ocean
Divers gang and many other members. We had divers just finishing Deep Cavern, others at
cave level, some guiding Tank, some diving Tank for the very first time (congrats Sara and
Jim). The weather was kind for a change so we even managed to have a BBQ back at Pine
Tank lodge. After a hard time on the director front with crazy allegations of "dysfunctional"
it was nice to just go cave diving.
We have been very busy as directors, as well as having to go through 2 investigations,
Warrick is working on insurance renewal and legal issues, Gary on Hell's hole clean up,
Heike doing a great job on Stds, AGM and looking at capital purchase. Our money is in great
hands with her. Hardly dysfunctional.. My hat goes off to Steye as standards director.
He has been involved with helping all of us but especially myself and also our new records
officer in redesigning forms, standards, Q+A, helping to rewrite our ancient course notes,
organising the symposium, giving talks on his recent trip to China. lt is a real pleasure
working with such a person, who I find is very fair and balanced in his approach.
Well done and please take me to China next time!
Helen Higgins has done very well with products sales and look out for new products coming
soon, suggestions most welcome. Jason is about to hit the very busy renewab time please
do the right thing by him and get them in early and complete. These people are volunteers
working for you!
This issue sees another great variety of articles from all around the world China, NZ, IJSA as
well as closer to home down in the depths of Blue lake. A fantastic selection for your Winter
reading, thank you to our many contributors.
Once again please remember to support our advertisers. While it may be tempting to look at
buying stuff on the internet oyerceas please don't forget to support those
that support us as well as getting excellent advice and back up service
from our local distributors and retailers.

See you diving or at one of the State meetings. Get well soon Jane we
missed you at Tank.

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director,

E ma i I : pu bdi r@caved ivers.com.a u

Pinc Tank Dive Lodge has been designed by cave divers to meet the needs of divers.With affordable

accommodation and only 5 minutes driving time to the best cave diving sites In the South last of South

Australia (Pines,Tank, lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, Fossil, Sisters, Mud Hole, Stinging Nettle Cave), divers can

rn,rximise their time in the water. Follow the blue signs.

lhree bedrooms accommodate up to 12 divers, Relax between dives in the open plan, self-catering kitchen and

s1l,tr ious livinq arca ,rre ideal for divers or cave diving courses.300 bar air fills and BBQ facilities are available.

l'int,Lrrrkl)ivctodqeisclosetotheGlencoeGeneral Storeforall yourfuel,bottleshop,

po,,l ollir r,, I I I1,05 and store item needs.

Pine Tank Dive Lodge

Lake Edward Road

Clencoe, South Australia

Phone ()tt 8/39 4020

Mohik' 0418 833 103

- Attrlcl,tis l.'0tl GumH[",[Nl]s *
. Send articles & photos via post, or preferably by email to:

Terri Allen, PO Box 6492, Melbourne 8008.

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

. Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.
lf mailing please send pics and text on CD.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi
at 1Scm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's, orTiffs if mailing.

prNE rANx uvr luner I Im.riI stayt tptdivelodge,on,net
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l,r:lr:r Horne (CDAA #719)

Report on BIue Lake
Sedimenl end

Besearch lliues,
FehnrarT/Merch 'll8

llrrlrrrr; li:lrnr;rry and March this yeaq a team ol
r:rrvrr rlrvur:; utilized modern rebreather and

Irrrrrrx lrrr:lrrrolugies to collect important samples
irrrrl plrrrlrrr;r';rph/videotape the deepest regions of

Mrrrrrrl li;rrrrlriur's Blue Lake for the lirst time.
'l'lrr: prrr;rrr:l w:r; organised lor the purpose ol

!rrplnrlnul ir number ol South Australian
lirrvrrlrrrnr:rrl ;rrlnncrEs which were aiming to

rlr:lnrrrrrrrrr llrr: rrrrp:rr:t of land use practices to the
I I I r rr r l,; r k r : ; r rrrl :;urrounding Groundwater

lh:lrrrrrlr:rrl lir:rr:;y:;lr:rrr:; (GDEs). It was the lirst
lunu in rrrrrlrr llr:lr l7 yrrars that BIue Lake had

Irrlrrr :ilrrrlrr:rl rirrrr:rr llrler"'Puddles" Horne's initial
riplrrr rrllrrrr :rrrrl lc:irrirrr:lr proiects between 1985
rrn,l l!lll I lr;rr: lirrrrlr:lrnr!ri l:;:iurrs 40 & 41, 1991).
llu lrirrrix lr:;rrr lrrr tlrrr Z0tltl project consisted
nl urr rr r:rrllrr:llr'r; lilrrrrl I1r;rrr:rr lPloiect Leader),

l,irrrl'r lil,u irllp: ;rrrrl l,lrrr:; lllw;rrrl:;, hi del
virlrlrllitplrrr hrlur llirllrr Zu:rrrrrir lirka IDZ) and

rrrrlrr! wirlrr plrllrlp;rlrlrrrlrr li;rry lliu r:liry, Hichard
llrl r y llirr I i!r tlntl llr';ri11 llrrwull, wlrrll lan

I lvriy l,rrwitr lirrr r rrl li;lr irrr;lr' ;rrrrl llrlrrr IrrrrftlI:s
Irrrlrrrrrrrrl tlit tliviltl ;r1qrl r:rrpprnl wrttk

\fl
C,oud-tike "smoky'' layer

'1 -2m thick just aboee the bottom {l about 73m

P. Hcrne 2008
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Following a couple of very successful trial dives in

February the main project commenced in March. The

first deep dive in the approximate centre of the Lake

was undertaken by Grant and JDZ, with JDZ video-

taping the entire dive. The surface visibility was good,

around 20 metres, and the
water temperature was around
250C, dropping gradually to

1600 near the bottom (there

was no thermocline layering

which had always been

encountered during summer-
time dives in the past), At a
depth of around 25 metres

Grant and JDZ passed

through a region of reduced

visibility before breaking into a
much clearer dimly-lit layer at

around the 40m mark; howev-

er as they approached 65m

they were surprised to see that
the apparent "bottom" of the

Lake some 10 metres below
had taken on a foggy, cloud-
like quality. Fortunately this 1-

2m vis layer turned out to be
just a few metres thick, and

Grant deployed his jump-reel

and swam ofi in the hope of

finding clearer water so that JDZ could video their silt-

coring activities. Finding only more dirty water, Grant

managed to collect one good core sample before he

"lost" the other core tubes (and their expensive home-

made carrying basket) in the murk! The second "trim-

ix team" group comprising Harry, Gary, Craig and

Chris performed their

dive soon after Grant
and JDZ returned,
and despite the poor

bottom visibility they
succeeded in collect-
ing several excellent
cores.

ln view of the low-

vis conditions encoun-
tered in the middle of
the Lake and the proj-

ect's key objective to

collect a range of rep-

resentative samples
within the Lake, the deep teams decided to conduct
the final core-sampling dive in a sheltered bay-like

area on the northern wall known as the "stromatolite

field", as previous dives to the Blue Lake's lloor in that

area by Puddles and his teams had found very clear
water there. Before the final

deep team dive, Gerret, Lewy

and Puddles explored the stro-
matolite Jield while Craig and

Gary took a lot of very specky
photos; Gerret also found an

unusual whitish filamentous-

like feature which he dubbed

"Gerret's snototite"! Harry
photographed similar bacteri-
al/hydroidtype growths at
67m during his final deep dive,

and Lewy and Puddles also
had a closer look at the
floor/cliff intedace before Lewy

snorkelled around the walls,

noting various geological fea-

tures of interest. The final

deep team dive comprising
Linda, Hany, JDZ, Grant and

Chris resulted in some excel-
lent cores as well as a great

video of the dive by JDZ and

many truly spectacular under-

water pholos by Hany.

The efforts of the Blue Lake 2008 diving project

team resulted in a considerable amount of new scien-
tific data being collected which we hope will serve to

better protect this extremely important icon of the
southeast by identilying any potential pollutants that

iitt'ls*s

,l



Lake beyond 40 metres" or "the first dives to
the bottom of the lake").

As with previous Blue Lake studies, this
project left us with more questions than
answers, and the study team expresses ils
appreciation to the many individuals whose
support made this prolect possible. Special
thanks must go to dive team members Gary
Barclay, John Dalla-Zuanna, Richard Harris
and Craig Howell for so successfully cap-
turing many of the Lake's most visually
spectacular features on digital media
(including the photos in this article); in the
case of Mount Gambie/s Blue Lake. an

underwater picture really IS worth a thou-
sand wordsl Grant P and Dr Harry are also thanked
for their editorial assistance with this brief report.

(A more comprehensive report on this project is
available as a PDF file; please contact peter Horne
via email at ppuddlesl @yahoo.com.au it you woutd
like a copy to be sent to you - the file size is just
under 10 Mb. Also keep your eye oul for an articb on
the Blue Lake in the next edition of Australian
Geographic).

eryDu uDUr staq at
Just a Bed Lodge
' 6 individual bedrooms, 4 with two single beds and 2 with a double bunk and a single bed.

. Each bed is supplied with mattress cover sheet, pillow, doona & blanket.
Please provide your own linen or linen is available for a small additional cost.

' I.rrlr bedroom is individually lockable allowing for a secure area for personal effects.

' Kcys will access the front sliding door and your individual bedroom only.

Rr=tes from S3D pp per night!
' 

"l),r( 
/()r/\ roorn with kitchenette (sink, refrigeratoL two microwaves,

r tru ht'ty ,trtrl r tttlt'ry, loaster & kettle), kitchen table, lounge area, TV & DVDtvideo.
. .' tn,ltvt,lrr,tl toth'tt ,rrtt a spacious bathroom with instant hot water shower & vanity.

' lt.11ltt'r1ttr'. ',t',trntl,rrr',r ,urd provisions for drying of diving equipment if required.

( k',rlr ,ur lills, Nitrox and Trimix is available from Blue Lake Diving nightly.

Contact Suzanne anytime on 0427 gg4 7Zg,

ll llll .'trrlt l'l\r,t I

rn;ry have been caused by historical land use prac-
lrr;cs around Mount Gambier and the Blue Lake. An
lrrlxrrl;rnt flow-on effect of the study was the consid-
crirblr-. mcdia attention and public interest in the
Ic;rrrr's lindings, and especially the videos and photos
lllrl wcrc obtarned of Blue Lake's floor for the very
lrr:;l ljrnr-.; il was also good to see the media reporting
orrr rlivcs in an extremely positive and responsible
nrimr)or (although some minor enors in reporting
r:rcJrl irr these were in fact not the "first dives in Blue

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATTON OF AUSTRALTA

This notice is issued pursuant to Clause 32 of the Constitution and serves to advise members that
the Annual General Meeting of the Cave Divers Association of Australia will be held on Saturday
October 18, 2008 at thO Comfort lnn Silver"Birch conference room, Mt Gambier, SA. The Rnnuat
General Meeting will commence at 6:00pm and will conclude no later than 7:00pm.

This notice also serves to call tor:
. Nominations for Business Director and Standards Directors
* Member motions
* Amendments to the Constitution

The Returning Officer must receive nominations for the Directorate positions no later than the close
of business Friday August 15, 2008.

Mailto:
Returning Officer
PO Box 7592
ST KILDA RD VIC 8OO4

The Business Director must receive member motions and proposals for amendments to the
Constitution no later than close of business Friday August 15, 2008. ltems received after this date
will not be accepted nor will any extensions to thii date be granted.

Mailto:
Business Director
PO BOX 292
CALWELL ACT 2905

Members intending to nominate for an Office Bearer position must be eligible members of the
Association as defined in the Constitution. Nominations should be accompinied by a pr6cis not
exceeding two hundred and fifty [250] words detailing skills, experience and achievements relevant
to the duties and responsibilities of the nominated position. The responsibilities of Office Bearers
are contained in the Constitution of the Association. Nominations must be in writing and be signed
by the nominee, the proposer and the seconder all of whom must be eligible members oi the
Association. The polling date close for the election (if required) is Thursday October 16th 200g.

The election of Office Bearers and voting on amendments to the Constitution will be conducted
entirely by postal ballot.

lf you wish to vote you must be an eligible, paid up member of the Association and you must only
use the ballot papers to be provided in the next issue of Guidelines (#105) or by special mail out.

The ballot papers must reach the Returning Otficer (Geotf Chambers #3484) no later than close of
business, Thursday October 16, 2008. Detailed voting information will be provided with the ballot
papers. Questions may be directed to the Returning Officer c/o business@cavedivers.com.au.

Heike Apps, Business Director
i

L JUNE 2OO8 - PAGE 9

NOTICE OF 2()()8 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS AND VOTING FOR MEMBER MOTIONS

AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS



Trip Report by Richard Harris #1360

Pearse Resurgense !008
Three CDAA members have recently returned from a successfur
expedition to dive the Pearse Resurgence in NZ. Richard Harris
(Harry)was accompanied by Grant Pearce and Andrew Bowie in

Feb/March on a trip lasting just over 2 weeks.

The next 5 days were spent diving the cave to pro-
gressively greater depths, staging various gases as they
went and adding some detail to previously drawn maps
of the site. Video and slill images were also made along
the way. A particularly interesting find was made by
Grant in a side tunnel at 18m; a fossilized bone laler
identified as the tarsometatarsus of a kiwi (the bird, not
the AII Black variety), This has the local cavers and pale-
ontologists scratching their heads as 1o how it got into
the cave. Small translucent invertebrates (?amphipods)

were noted in the Nightmare Crescent to 1Bm depth, and
two lish (?Native Trout) of approximately 20cm length
were seen in the enlrance pool.

After diving the bone chilling 7 degree waters of the
Pearse, the group were treated to a variety of culinary
delights including Peas Hanis, Pasta Oxygene with

ffi{txxx

Bacon Free Radicals (see "How to light a fire in the rain-
forest using a G cylinder ol 02 and a Jeny Can of
Petrol"), and coflee with one Snickers bar or two (OK
someone didn't pack enough sugar).

After a number of bulldup dives and with numerous
cylinders now staged in the cave, Hany made a push
dive on Saturday 8th March. Following line laid by Dave
Apperley and Rick Stanton to -177m, Hany scootered
down to -182m and examined about 20m ol new hori-
zontal passage belore turning the dive at 1Smins bottom
time. At that point the passage appeared to be heading
gently upwards, however it is entirely possible the cave
descends again to greater depths.4 _ hours later Harry
emerged from the habitat still toasty warm thanks to the
oflerings of hot soup (delicious) and warm Gatorade (dis-

gusting) from the trusty support team.
Following this dive, the habitat was

deconstructed, the stage tanks all
removed and preparations for getting
everything out and back to Australia
were made. A quick half-day fossick in

Nettlebed Cave in search of the elusive
Hinkle Horn Honking Holes finished a
great adventure.

Acknowledgements
The expedition would like to thank the

following for their support: The
Honeybone family in Christchurch, Oz
Patterson, Deb Cade and the NZSS,
John Atkinson, Action Helicopters, Toll
NZ, Pack'N Send Nonruood, Sea Optics
Adelaide and BOC, New Zealand.

lwo lxrllr:ls of diving and camping equipment were
:;lrrppotl Irorn Adclaide before the divers arrived. A rental
v;ur (irk;r "lltt-. Slow Rocket") and a trailer got the lads
Irorrr Olrn;lr;llrrch to Nelson (about B hours drive). Local
(:irvor:; {n Nr:lson (the area is home to some world class
vlrlrr:;rl rlry r;;rvcs Iike Netllebed and Harwood's Hole)
assisted them further. From Nelson they drove
to a logging clearing in the Pearse Valley from
whore they wsre lenied into the camp site by
Syd Deaker from Action helicopters (5 trips
oach way), Amid pouring rain and a fairly
gnarly looking rosurgence, they pitched camp
and prayod lor an improvement in the weather!

The woathor gods must have been happy
becnuao tho rain gradually faded away and
thoy onJoyod some crlsp sunny periods over
lhn nnxt 10 daya, Tho first day was spent set-
tlng trp tho docornprossion habitat at 7m in the

pressing diver can then sit in relative comfort out of thr
water breathing sudace supplied 100% 02. With over i
tonne ol lift, the IBC must be well fastened to the granit(

and Dave Apperley (who has explored the site more lhar
most) has spent many hours underwater drilling anr
inserting bolts to use as anchor points.

l.lrr1lrllr,rr,,( r,

ttlrlrrtrrlrl lll(.
llt,,;,,1,.,111,.

, r |ttl I lrtr, Itv(,lv(]t, t,o(;lIiil(l illl
tltt" 'ttrr',lr rl,, |1rtlf t.,,tll,iltl, t) [|
llrlr lrllrrrrl rl wtllr ;rl A rllr;ottt

l(,Nt .I)r)ll l,n(,1 l(, --l JUNE 2008. PAGE 11
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CDAA State Meetings
Sept. 12, 13, 14,2008

',lrrtl rlct lirrlls irrc tlcfined in our constitution
, r', ll tr' lollowiltll:
',lirl( nr('('lir)lls ntity be called by the National
( orrrIrrillt't'Iront Iirle to time as the need aris-
r',,. :)il( lt nlcLrtinrJs Can serve only for the
lxr lrirnllt' ol intornration.
l)lt'irst lorwrrrrl issues you wish to dis-
i uss willr tlrc rlirectors present, to the
lrusilt'ss tlircctor to put on the agenda
(lrrrsillt'ss(rrtr'itvcrlivers.com.au). These meet-
irr11:. will tliscuss the agenda items,
lor irl/slirlt'wi<lc issues and act as a social get
Ior,1 1;,,',' lor Cl)AA members in that State. The
rlrrcr lors lrolrc lo ltrovide you with an oppor-
lrrrrrly lr) ('xl)rcss irny concerns and to provide
irlt its lr) l)r()t,rcss the association and bring
v()lr ul) lo tlirlc with what we have been worh-
irrr,l orr irs wcll us future pIans. They may also
iltr r,t l,r,t,tl\. it :(.1)itrdlc inStfuCtof meeting tO

rli'.i rr:,:, ;rrolxrscr'l updates to our courses.

I )r oI ro:t'r I st ltctlulc,

l. Mclbourne, AB Ocean Divers (upstairs)
I:ast Bentleigh, Friday September l2th,
7pm onwards. (drinhs available).

2. Arklnide, Adelaide Scuba,

Snlurrlay September 13, 2pm

5. Sydnry, l.ocation TBA,

Srurday, Scptember 14, 2pm

l '1, , t ,, , olrt( itl( ,ll1l ltttr l ('Xl)rt'SS y<lUf ideaS On

Ir,rr'lr,lrt(,\rt( ',', llri lr,,soi iitlirlll. [1ope tO See

lrr,lll\',,1 \,, 'll lllt lr'
',1, r', I t, \\,,r\/,r, ',l,ll(l,rrrl', I)itt't lor
ll, rl', .]\1,1, l',rt,tnr',, l)trr'( l()t

AAAT 3liStar

AUArol{ r$0TEr
"The quiet mrltel r;ff the highway"

LOCATED 
'N 

THE CITY CENTRE
www.avalon motel.com.au

. Very quiet and central location

. Fee Austar Channels

. Walk to shops, cinema, restaurants

.21 Ground Floor Units

. Family Rooms

. 4 Bedroom Apartment (sleeps B)

. lndoor Solar Heated Swimming Pool

. Enclosed Free Guest BBQ

. Guest Laundry

. lnterconnecting Room

. Fully Refurbished

. Microwave Ovens

. lroning board and lron

. Hairdryers

. Toasters

'Tea & Coffee facilities

. Air conditioning & heating

. Fully refurbished

. Non smoking rooms available

. lnternet Kiosk

. CDAAMembers Discount

Hosfs; Jim & $ue
Phone: |.081 8725 7200

Fax: {08} 87259491
Email : avalonmotel@bigpond.com.au
92 Gray Street, Mount Gambier 5290

ffi
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EIlm Memhers
WEETENM

l2 Noon Saturday 0ctoher 18, 2008
o Comfont lnn, Silverbinch, Mt Gambier o

Saturday: ,1fl fiel1ilfie!
. Andrew Cronan - china cave proiect video. frfl 

We

. Richard Harris - Pearse Resurgence 180m dive.

o Peter Buzzacott - DAN cave fatality paper.

. Craig Larkin - Cave diving photo presentation over alternoon tea.

r Grant Pearse/JDZ - Blue lake/Pics.

. Climbing workshop, presenterTBA. ,rL^.A^6n Ea provided

saturdav Morning: e'""":f;l;'ll'J"!iin"i"i'""""t'
I Oxygen Provider course or Update (costTBA) . Climbing workshop

Also Member's Swap Meet:
Bring along your old preloved gear to swap 0r selI during the symposium and

afterwards. Must be personal members' gear, not commercial.

Steve Trewavas, Standards Director
Heike Apps, Business Director



Barno'olut Real StorY

It all started when we purchased
a shack at Carpenters Rocks in
early 2042. ..

llrrlrrrllr ,r rltvrr lrrrrrri lii rnet on my charter boat some
yr.,1;,, lrr,ir1r, I lrrr:;rnlc lricnds with two of the Carpenters
lt.r [,, lrrr,rlr;, Mrr;k;rntl Chris. We shared BBQs and fished
llrr.Irr.,rl w;rlrr:; lrr r;riry and, wouldn't you know, we ended
Lrlr lr,rvrrrr; rr lr crrrlly llllQ on Barnoolut. Turns out lVlick and
(.lrrr'. wor[rrl Il Mr Srxrlt on Barnoolut ripping the paddocks
,rrlrrrrrl llrr: r;rrrklrolr:s;.

I lrr, rnrnru;r:r; ol Ilarnoolut weren't divers and knew noth-

rrrrl , rlrorrl r;l rklrok:s so we enlightened them over many beers
rrrrl vr:;rlr; I krrcw lhlcr Horne, as a keen cave diver, had vast

l,rrowlrrlr;r ;rrrrl inkrrrnation on the sinkholes of Barnoolut so

| ,rlrlrrrr;rr:lrrrl lul k)r help. He was very keen to supply any-

llrrrrr; I w;rrrlorl ,rnrl I paid him for the copying of some maps
,rrrrl,rrlrr:1,,r; orr lltc llslory of the area.

Allrr prcl;rnlin<; the managers with the information on

ll,rrrrrxrhrl, tltoy llocarne quite interested and suggested we
rlrvr: llrr r;rnklrolcs (Hugh Moore and l), The managers
r,orrr;lrl ;r;rprovrrl frorn Scott's Agencies and we began diving
llrr r;rlc Al llrs l)oint I thought there may be a chance to get
llrr,( ll )AA lrrrr;k inlo the site and proceeded to encourage the
nr,n;r(lori lo lrclp us approach Mr Scott. The managers told
u, llr;rl Irorrr wlrirl they had heard about l\,4r Scott and his rela-

Irrrrr::lrryrwrllr lltc CDAA it would be next to impossible but we

rIrr:rrlrrlwc worrld qive it a go.

Irr llrr: rrrr:rrrrlrm0, other groups started to turn up to dive. I

rlrrr::;:; I rrlly lnvc lold the wrong people; the word got out and

rl , rll :,1;rr lr r I l( ) (,ol a bit overwhelming Ior the managers when
( il )AA rrrcrnlxrr:; boqan turning up at all hours, knocking on

llrrrrr lrrlrl rloor

I rlrru;r;, rn lrrrrrlsiqtrt, I should have notified the directorate
r ', rr lrlr r rl rrrr rl ( )ru inlonlions but not knowinq about the politics
rrl llr'(ll )AA I lll()lt(tltt lwould notify them when we knew

rrrorr, I llr; lrrrrrrxl orrl lo be my first mistake o{ the plan to
rlrl,rrrr ll,rrrrrxrlrrl ftl lltc CDAA because when the National

l)llrlrrr rr,,rr,r:rl wc wrtro diving the site without it being
,,,rlr llrrr)r'rl lry lltr: Ol)AA, hr: said we were diving there with-
,,rrl (,1 )nn lr,lt,llcc I lurrln'l thought of that butwe had the
,r;rprrrv,r rrl l\,4r lirroll, rrllcr ;rll il was his land, and figUred it
w,r,. 1)l\ llrl N,rlrrrnr l)l(\rlot (x)ntacted Scott'S Agencies
,rl,ll),,ltl,,lr)ul 1,,ll)r,nl lllitl wo woro not covered by CDAA

rr ,rr,rlr r,,rrrrI ',rrlr,,r'rtrrr,ttlly ollt ;t(ti0a;s wits withdfawn by Mf
',r ,rlt ll prlIr,rlrly w,r', ,r rlorxl llrrrrr; rn lhr-. end as the divers
w rrlrrl rr rr".. lo llrl l)rol)(,tly w;lr; r;rowittq by the month
,Ifl llr'. w,]|l{l lr,rv,,rllIrlIrrrl Wtlll ilty l)toJ)osal IO regain
.r,, ,".'. | ,t llr,, LI )AA

r',.,rr rrr,rl, irr.rl rr| ,rrrrl rrry ltt|trrlr,lttlr Wllll lllo illilnaqefs

grew, sharing many BBQs and outings. I also helped out c

the property at every opportunity spending many hours ar

sometimes weeks repairing fences, feeding stock etc"

ln 2005 I felt I was in a better position to approach Mr Scc

directly, so Hugh and I decided to write to the CDAA ar

apply to act as sub committee to approach Mr Scott on beh;
of the Association. This was the correct protocol and I wishe

we had done this from the beginning. On the 31 st of Janua
2005 we wrote to the then Site Director Mr Rob Brennan.

Please note the extract ol some relevant informatior
Dear Rob,

Diving Access on Barnoolut Station 31st January 2005.
As you are aware, I have a social relationship with the mat

agers of Barnoolut.Through our relationship I believe we ci
negotiate access on behalf of the CDAA.

To facilitate access, the following is required by the CDAA in

tially and on an on-going basis:
Item 2 page 2
The sinkholes requhe improved access and fencing to kee

stock out. The CDAA will be required to repair and mainta
the lences surrounding Ten Eighty, Blacks, Bullock Hole an

any other site that becomes available.

Item 3 page 3
lnstallation of a diving platform in Ten Eighty Sinkhole wi

access ramp and cut stairs making access easier.

Item 4 page 3
lnstallation of a diving platforn in Blacks Sinkhole wi
access ramp and a stair case from the current gantry mat

ing access easier, This can be on a staged construction
basis.

Following paragraph page 3
ln lieu of the ongoing costs site access will incur and the reg-
ular attendance by a site co-ordinators, we recomnend the
introduction of a Diving Fee payable to the CDAA of say $50
per day. This is to be as contribution to site improvements
and payment to dive co-ordinator.

What took place was that I had to cover all costs (except
the fence around 10-80) and then be reimbursed by the
CDAA which put a financial burden upon mysell. The fee of
$30 was eventually decidedon because of the small 4mount
ol divers who would dive the site in the first year or so and
this fee was to be reviewed when the site improvements were
complete, more members were diving the site and other
access ollicers were appointed. The fees are lor the reim-
bursement of fuel and accommodation costs of the access
officer which is the same situation as for the shaft. Money
over and above reimbursement to the access officer would go

to the CDAA for the site improvements and on going cost.

Extact frcm the CDAA web site uncler "The Shaft"
A fee applies to Shaft dives; it is currently $20 per diver per

day but may be amended from time to time and notification in
Guidelines or the CDAA regulations. This fee will ollset the
cave dive supervisors travel, accommodation and incidental
c0sts.

As you can see lrom the above, the collection of fees for
Barnoolut is for the same purpose as the Shalt fees. My mis-
take was to have it deposited into an account; I should have
collected it in cash as is done at the shaft. We received wril
ten permission to act on behalf of the CDAA to approach lVlr

Scott lrom 4 directors 205/05.
Please note the tollowing ertract from Diving Access

On Barnoolut Station 2/05/05:
The letter is to confirm the appointment ol Grant Sommer

and Hugh Moore as our Barnoolut Station Officers.
We, the Directors;
National Director - Wanick McDonald
Business Director - Heike Apps
Standards Director - George Yana
Site Director - Rob Brennan
Publications and Records Director - Teni Allen

confirm that we would like access to Barnoolut Station for
suitably qualilied financial members ol the CDM.

On approval to act on behalf of the CDAA Hugh and I col-
lected as much information on what would convince l\llr Scott
to allow the CDAA access. We talked about the matter with

some directors and members and came up with the access
arrangements we thought would meet with Mr Scott's
approval. The access arrangements were submitted to the
directorate, approved, and returned with minor changes.
Hugh and I then spent many hours writing the proposal, for
access to Barnoolut, that was to be sent to Mr Scott.

I then had a brief trip to the Northern Tenitory with my
charter boat for 4 months so the proposal was on hold until I

returned to S"A. Regular contact was made with the man-
agers of Barnoolut and the CDAA directorate over this matter
while lwas in the N.T.

0n my return to SA, I quickly picked up where we left the
proposal and sent it lirst to the directorate for approval and
then to Mr Scott. I received permission by telephone from Mr
Scott's office in late January 2006 with tough conditions. I

picked up the key from Mr Scott's oflice a lew days later.

Conditions set by Mr Scott
. Grant Sommer was to be on the property at all times

while any CDAA members were there"
. No diving until the site was complete and access

was made safe.
. No rope climbing by divers or lowering ol equipment;

all divers to be able to walk or fixed ladder climb to the water.
. We were to enter the property once and leave once,

all together.
. No one to leave between dives.
. One sinkhole per day.
. No pets. . Non CDAA members not permitted.

ln conclusion
To the people who questioned my integrity, I have acted on

behalf of the CDM at all times, with the full approval of the
Directorate in writing. The plan was always that the CDAA
was to control the site, as I didn't want to have to commit to
Barnoolut every month, and thrs was to occur once all ol Mr
Scott's demands had been met" The fees charged were to
offset the access officer's travel, accommodation and inci-
dental costs.

I have spent countless hours negotiating with the man-
agers, Scott's Agencies and working on Barnoolut using my
4WD, personal tools, like generator and fuel, drill and bits,
jackhammer and incuning damage to it, all without reim-
bursement of expenses. I set up a bank account in my name
under Barnoolut to keep a track ol expenses and I tried to
have all members pay the fees into this account to keep a
track ol income while the ongoing site improvements contin-
ued. I could have been paid in cash on the day, (like the
shaft) and no one would know what money changed hands.

I have been asked by a number of people to provide the
financial details of Barnoolut. The Shalt guides are not ques-
tioned on how much they receive in a year? I wonder why
that is?

I do not deserve or expect any harassment or accusations
of impropriety or mismanagement relating to Barnoolut. l'm
sure if the people responsible for access to The Shaft, Tank
Cave, The Forestry, and DEH were attacked in the same
manner, they would do the same and close or restrict access.

The Access conditions to dive Barnoolut came under fire
with members interpreting them inconectly. I stand by the
access conditions as they were there to protect myself, Mr
Scott, his employees and the CDM from divers who are
unsafe or irresponsible members. ln my 20 years experience
as a divemaster and charter boat owner/operater, I have

continues page 23

the

ItNt ,,ooll l,nt,l l4
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NArror\A[. l]mricTotts llupr]trT
llrr./\t rM Ilrr., yr,,rr r., r;oir)(1 Io bc another beauty with

',tr.vr, lrr,w.rv,r,, orr;,rrrr,,irrr1 rlut'st speakers and work-
,,lr',1r... lrlr.l,r,.t yr,,rr,, l,rrrl,r.,lir ollort.Terri and Heikedid a

lrrrllr,rrrt lolr ol orr;,rrrr,,inr1 il ,tll to go together smoothly
,rr,l wr. ,rll [.,rrrrt lrorrr llro cxperience, so that this year
wrll r.vlrr lr,lx,lllr

lt wrrrril lrr, ,r rhrll rr,port if I didn't have something to
r orrrpl,rrrr ,rlrorrl ,rrrrl lltis one is no exception.

/\lk.r;,rtror,, wlrl rn,rtlo by a member, who is also the
l)rrr.r lor ol ,r lr,rirrinq Aqcncy that is in competition with
r'., ,rl,ul,,t tll(, l)it('(lors. The allegations were listed as
"rlr,rlt ,rl[,r;,rtiorrs" which is probably a term used to
rI",lrlr' "lr,l',, llrrow .rs much muck as possible and see

rl rt .,trr k,,r" tlrr,r.rn,rils sent around were asking for mem-
Irr.r,, lo r[,rl,rrrrl ,r "51locial General Meeting" as per the
( on,,trtutton. Ilrt only problem was that the whole effort
w.r., ur( ()ll,,tttltlion,tl! My point is, why would anyone
.,r(1r rrlr ro "(lr,rll ,tll('(l,ttions"? ls that like me saying that
I w,rrt to rrr,rkr. ,r rrurnber of draft allegations against
,rrrotlrtr lr,rrrrirrr; Arlt'ncy and state that they "give away
ln,,lnr( lor \1x,t i,rlly Ct:rtifications' to lnstructors who are
"rrr,rtr,,,,ltrl l),ty" lhat the Managing Director is "hell
lrrrt orr r;,rirrirrr; rrr,rrket share and doesn't give a damn
,rlrorrt tlrr, ( l)nn" You see, making these "draft allega-
lr(,n,," r,, jrr,,l rrrltbish and a waste of time, and it's
lr,r ,rrr,,r' Al I ol llrt' other Training Agencies, apart from
tlrr' ( l)AA rIrn'l rrr,r'tl to consult their members on mat-
tr.r', or Irlkrw,r ( orrstitution,whatthey do is make a busi-
rrr,,,., rI,ri,,ion,ltrl thon act! The CDAA is bound by it's
( or,,lrlulron ,rrtrl Rcqulations and each member is

,r r orrrrl,rlr[. lo llrr,so ntles, therefore some unscrupulous
rrrr,rrrlr,r., wlro, lor txirmple work for another Training
Ar;r.rrr y rrr,ry try ,rrrrl rrso our Constitution against us and
llrr,rr,", rrot ,r rl,rrrrrr llrirrr; we can do about it but rely on
llr, , r,llrrrrtr ,,r'n,,r, ol our members to reject such

rr,rroluvrr,., ll .,r,r,rrr,, ,r stnall number were "sucked" in
,rrrrl ,rr trr,rlly ,rr1r'r,rl witlr tlrc,se "draft allegations" (draft

rLrrr't lr,rvr. .rrry rr,.rl orros just thought these sounded
r 1oor I ! ) r I rr r't rr rr,rr rlr'r., r r,, rlist' if you have an enquiry you
rrrrrllrt llrrl rrry rrll,.lrorc lr,rrrk account in Vanuatu and
I rrr rw Ilt, rt I lr, rvr. lrr.r,n ,,y;rlrorrirrr; rnoney out of the CDAA
Ir rr tlrr. l.r',t' l yr.,rr..,' ( )l r orrrs| lh,lt's just a "draft alleqa-
trorr" .rrrrl ,r,. ..lrrlrrrl .r.. llrr,rr,,,l! Sortto tnembers need to
l;rnr ilrr.rr r.yr.. ,rrrrl ..r,r'wlr,rl r,, rr',rlly r;oing on and who
lr,r', 1,,1;11, ttl,rt ,rr1r'trrl,r',, lrlr,rtt,r, lrlliovr, il or not some
ur,,rrhl r[,,,tr,ry tlrr,, /\,,,,,rr r,rltr)n to (l(,t llroir way.The strain
rl l)ul'. ,ril l)rt,,, l,,t', i,ilt,,ilt(l .,1(\'l)l(',,,, frirllflS and With
r,rrrrtlr",,,,rll. ,rrrrl lrrr,rrl.. rrrlr,rlr,llrl rl llrr,ir livt's is a toll

that many would not stand for. No wonder so many pre-

vious Directors resigned rather than put up with the pres,

sure. What amazes me the most is that those who would
have Directors thrown out seem to think that if they or
their cronies take office it won't happen to them ! (ls that
those pigs flying past my window again?) One member
relates the running of the CDAA like Zimbabwe or Nepal,
right intention but bad application.

Election time is coming and the positions of Standards
and Business Director are going to be vacated. Steve

Trewavas as Standards Director and appointed after
George Yarra retired has done a great job and has been

consulted on many projects Directors are undertaking.

Steve is always willing to get involved and meets the
responsibilities of a Director head on. Whether Steve will
stand again is the question, he is yet to advise me of his

decision, it would be a great loss to the Association if he

goes. Heike Apps has put in many years as Business

Director and l'm also unaware of her intentions about
standing. Heike has been subjected to many barrages of
questions over the years and her position requires her to
be accurate and to note everything, which she has

achieved. Because of some recent abuse and accusations

of a "lack of transparency" Heike put foruvard that we
should put the minutes (most done by email) of our
meetings oh the web site. Members have always been
able to ask for the minutes at any time by addressing

their request to the Director concerned. Some members
think that by demanding this and that on the email list it
will get them what they want, sorry that's just a chat site,

so all requests to Directors must be made officially to
their office as listed on the CDAA web site and on the
"Contact List" in every "Guidelines". Perhaps the accu-
sations may cease now (was that another pig I saw flying
by my window?) about "secret Directors business" and
"lack oftransparency". Now all a member needs to do is
go to the web site and they can see quite clearly what
has taken place.

The problem with elections is that the majority don't
really know who they are voting for. 5o, they don't vote
and we get Directors who have agendas that may not be

in the best interests of the Association, believe lt or not
some people are out to get what they can for them-
selvesl ! | Shock, horror you say but "what can I do about
it?" Well, first don't be fooled by a name. Recently my
mother who is a keen worker for the RSL at 83 and has

her brain working at an extraordinary capacity was
involved in elections at her RSL branch (a club that has

monthly turnover in the millions) she was elected vice
president but the problem was that the person elected as

President who is a well known Doctor and gallant Officer
during the war and known for his leadership in years gone
past in the RSL, is suffering from dementia or worse. This
poor bloke wants nothing but peace and storms out of
meetings, salutes everyone and has a couple of supporters
who tell him what to do and say, which explains who is

really running the show. So my point ig who do you elect?
Maybe we will see someone stand who for example is

against change maybe they don't like manifolds or long
hoses, maybe they are lnstructors who want to reverse all
the changes we are going through so they can keep their
"patch" and teach how they used tq without interference
(ching, ching) maybe they want to herald the glory of
rebreathers and get rid of any training restrictions or dare
I say . ... They want to allow modified/homebuilt
rebreathers into sites. Who knows, maybe they just want
to get rid of whoever is there now and perhaps they don't
give a damn about you, me or the Association .lust so long
as they win. lf you want to stand for the good of the
Association (that "good" doesn't necessarily mean you
agree with what happens now) and not what's good for
you and once you achieve it you'll bail ou! then please put
up your hand!

Water levels are low, temperatures are down but cave
diving is still the best fun you can have with your drysuit
on I Let's not forget the big picturg we belong to the CDAA
to go Cave diving not be constantly harassed by people

with agendas and nothing better to do than cause dis-
sention.

To address the concerns of members more fairly we
have decided to call State meetings and these are
announced in this issue of Guidelines on page 12. The

members list has been the greatest source of input from
members but is biased and many will not post in fear of
being flamed. Now we wish to get greater, wider feedback
about the Direction of the CDAA. Please forward your
questions to the Business Director as we don't want to
waste time on discussion that is not on the subject.
lnstructor issues will be covered at the same time in a sep-
arate session, this will include the new course formats and
training issues.

An Officer of the Association resigned his position
because of a clause in the Constitution In regard to the use

of the mailing list. lt was a regrettable incident and hope-
fully members and Office Bearers will be careful in what
they do with confidential information, even if their intent
is for the good of the membership.

News on Barnoolut opening up again should be also in
this issue. Grant and I have held meetings and thrashed
over a number of issues that have been put to the
Landownef so let's hope it can open and once again

become a prime dive location.
I want to close this report by reminding everyone of

what can be achieved by co-operating with Landowners
and trusting the Directorate to act in the members best
interests. Who cannot say that Kilsbys has turned out,
since I arranged the lease with the owner, to be a fantas-
tic asset of the Association. Tri-mix courses are taught
there regularly, access is greater for everyone, and apart
from a few who complained about the $10.00 levy it has
been very successful. Tank Cave is the same but numbers
have dropped off although income has remained stable to
cover the cost. This has resulted in more access for those
who are able to fill the spots but costs to the Guides have
resulted in less access days. The new numbering system
proposed by Stuart McGregor has been without doubt
very helpful and is still being tweaked, thanks to Grant
Sommer for our lighting system as well.

There has been no proposal to
increase any fees again this year; that
has to be good news!

Regards,

Warrick McDonald.

CDAA National Director.
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GAUE IIIUERS ASSI|GIATION tlF AUSIRATIA

Mail to: Records Officer, PO Box 840, Beaconsfield V|C.3807.

Surname: 
-.

Given Names

Arklrcss

P/code 

- 

Mobile:

(tNC0RP0RATED lN SOUTH AUSTRALIA)

t)lrorrc: (h) ( _) Date of Birth: 

- 

Gender:

(w) (_) Email:

l1 oo;r;i(l0rrlion ol rnc being accepted as a member o{ the Cave Divers Association of Australia Inc. ('CDAA'):

vrtI .l llrt|ii(t or lcilvil( the water (Ltnderwater 0r Otherwise), falling undergr0und whilst beyond a sump, air contamination in confined air spaces ab0ve

ilrL ilr rlrl|', r)r ,r 11 ol r)r urxrxlnxrled l0ss of undergr0und t0 surface communications.

:'WAtlNtN(iilNt)|l lllllAililRA|JlNGACT1999(Vic).Undertheprovisions0fthelairTradingActl999,severalconditi0nsareimpliedintocontractsfor

'.r l)lrl ,. lrr V0r ,rilr

l{,,rr,.r rivJlt rlrrrr rrr,rrrrlrilrl,iilr(l Asfitforthepurposeforwhichtheyarec0mmonlybOughtasitisreasonablet0expectinthecircumstances;and

1ll, r . I 'r. ,, f,r, .) li,'lr I I orr l'l)l),1

r I tti,v.: r,iil,t (r,l uIrl,!rrr,rll rlx, (lonslilulion and Begulations of the CDAA and am in support thereof. I hereby apply for membership.

Siqtrccl:

Membership Renewal lnstructions

1) Please print and fill out the Membership Application Form

2) Enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope

3) lnclude 1 Photograph and please write your name on the back
of the photos or email a good quality photo as a ipeg (3cm x 2 cm)
to records@cavedivers.com.au. Please do NOT staple to the form.

4) Enclose your payment. Save time, money and hassle, join for more
than one year, no limit!

5) lf you wish to have Non Active membership pay $35/yr. You keep
your membership going, receive copies of Guidelines, but cannot
dive with such a membership and you do not receive a card so don't
need a photo.

6) After August 31st any unpaid renewals will incur a $45 late fee.

7) Anyone wishing to add a Nitrox or Trimix Endorsement will need to
include a photocopy of their certification and pay a once only
processing fee of $10.

8) Memberships cannot be processed until everything is sent in.

9) Please send all question by email only to records@cavedivers.com.au.

Please tick applicable boxes

E I wish to pay $80 Renewal Fee 2008/2009.

E I wish to pay $ being CDM Membership for 

- 

years

E I wish to pay $35/yr for Non Active Membership (no diving) for 2008/2009.

I I wish to pay $35/yr for Associate Membership (non diving) for 2008/2009.

El I wish to pay $45/yr being for, back fees (max 5 yrs)

El I wish to pay $45 being for late fee (Aug 31st onwards)

E TOTAL cheque / money order for the amount $ 

-

-l I have electronically transfered $- on date I /08 to account:

Bank: NAB BSB = 085-070, Account No.69-701-2377.
PLEASE INSERT CDAA NO. iN HEADING
Account Name - CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA lNC.

t-l Please charge to my credit card for the amount: $

-] BANKCARD tr VISA tr MASTERCARD

Credit Card No:

Office use only: Database: Payment: Card:

CDAA NUMBER

Please

emailjpg
or attach

1 photo

It,Nl ,/r)l)lt I'A( ,1 lil

Date:
Expiry Date: Signature:
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I)rvc Cornputer Review

Uwatec Galileo SOt
(ir!;tl(.(l ;tl Uwatcc's new factory in Switzerland, the new
( i;rlikro SOL cotnputer boast impressive credentials. The
:;(,1 is llt0 l)l;rtlorm that Uwatec hopes to base all its next
r;rrrrorirliorr cornpulers on. Currently the SOL operates in
Nilrox/Air and gauge modes. I understand that eventual-
ly l,r(-' ncw Trimix algorithm they are working on will be
incorl)oratcd into the Galileo as an upgrade.
I rrorrnally dive an Uwatec Tec 2G a far less optioned
rnodcl but ln fact, the SOL proved to be an easy menu
(lrivcn unit. lt has three function buttons and is as easy
lo sct up and use as my blackberry.

Alqorillmt
llw;rlrrr; lrr:; rnlroduced its new adaptive ZH-L8 ADT l\,48 PIVIG

,rl(loilllilr ll:; an eight compartment, adaptive micro-bubble,
,rnrl lrrrrirr;livc rnulli gas algorithm. ln simple terms this is a new

.rlrlorilltrrr wlrir:lt llso takes into account water temperature,

lrrr;rllrrrrrl r;rlc rrnd workload.

Irr r:olrl w,rkrr ;r diver suffers vaso-constriction restrjcting blood
l|rw lo llrc pxrriphcries. Thrs naturally affects the rate of off-
(l;r;r;n(l lt Ilro:;c irreas such as arms and legs.The SOL has inte-
rI;rlrxl r;rrli0 lrimsrnitlers for monitoring gas usage on up to four
r ylrrrrll;, llrrcc ol your own and one of your buddies i{ you are
:,o rrrrlrrrr:ri ll rcr;ords current pressure and remaining gas time.
Irr lr,rrlrrr:r:;lrip willt sports watch maker Polar, Uwatec has incor-

lrorrIrrl rrrr;orrrinq data with that of a submersible heart-rate mon-

Irr llr;rl llrr: rlivcr wears around the chest.

A rlvr,r r:rrn now r;ltoose whether heart or breathing rate takes
grrlr;r,rlr:rrr:c ir drro calculations. Alternative the SOL can be

;rrorlrrrlrlr:rl lo calculate deco, on the worse or best case ol the

lwo. ,r; llrr,y r:lt;tnqr: during the dive. The prompt "lncreased

Wrrrilorrrl rrrrlir;;tlos lhat one of the factors is above a predicted

rrrrlrr,rl ,rnl no liloll limes may be shortened. The predictive

rrrrllr r;,r:; ;r[;orrllrlt irrdicales at a glance your deco if you contin
rrr.r ,rrrrl llrr,(liri yoll aro breathing, or alternatively the reduced
il,r rr Irlr,rl yol r,wilr;lt lo a richer Nitrox mixture.

l)i.tplily I rttibilily
Ilrl llrt r' ,r ,,rrrrrl;rr ,;zc, :tIqhlly larger than perhaps the older
r,,r l,rlrltrl,rr ,,lr,r1rrl llwrrlrx;':; but considerably less bulky. The
,r,l r,,,r IlL'r Lrrrr I r,rl wrllr;l;rrtrj dives to a depth of 330 metres.

llllrl,r, rrrr,,,t r,rl lrllrl rorrrlrrrlr:l; Ilro baltery in the SOL iS user

' lr,rrrrl, rlrll llrl r rlrrpLrlr,r llll) r; roprogrammable over the
lrt,,lri,l w tlr .r r ,r rrrlrl lrrlr,rrrrl riowrrloltrj time 0f 6 minutes to
,l rl.r rr., l rr,,w .,,llw, rrl vll rr rl,, i )ll ol llrc baturgs l found neat
. ll r. ,rlrilrly l,,1,,,r'.r,[,r r,.r,llr| rrrlr,rl,r|| vitr yOrtr PC and the SUp-

;rlr.rl ,rllw,Ir llrrrh,rw,rl|r r1 r,rrr rl 1rl,ry yoltr aclUal and your

|rr rir, lr,ri rlrvr,;rr,lrlr,,r. wr'll I, ,ililI)[,])l(:lIto:;:jl]Ch aS CaVeS

ilr1lr

I rrrlrrr,l l1r,,, llri, I ,.i l,i ',1 tl rltvr,,, ,t ,1111t,1y 6l rItt:g Obliga

lr ;rirrlicular I like the gauge mode with automated average depth

lrrrrr;lion This allows me to keep track mentally with what my

,rrrlr;ipated dive profile and time obligations are expected to be.

l)rring normal computer modes the Galileo automatically switch'
r,r; lo gauge mode once you pass 120m. lt then displays ascent
,,pccd and although allowing you to switch mixes it only displays

liilrk pressure. The timer goes into stopwatch mode in hours and

r r ilnutes.

Digital Compass

llrc SOL has an incorporated full tilt

rlrrlital compass with bearing memory.

tlwatec claim it operates accurately

trllod 80 degrees during a dive. At the

r;irme time the computer still displays

r;sential information including depth,

lrre, deco and tank pressure. This compass bearing is down-

krrrdable in the software at the completion of the dive.

Irr summary I found the Galileo SOL an easy to read, easily pro-

rlammable, fully functioned Nitrox computer. The soltware and

rccording of data was very extensive coupled with the Smart-

lrak software. I like the idea of a computer updatable version

which will eventually include a new Trimix algorithm. The aver-

aging ol depth and big display utilized in the gauge mode are

also winners in my opinion. Those looking for a fully optional

computer as a tool that can record and log data beyond the usual

depths, should seriously consider the Galileo SOL.

CoSt: $2750 rrp (cutrenlly $500 trade in deal on any old computed

Ascent rate: variable 7-20mpm
ln water display: Multi visual modes
Depth rating: 330 metres
Logbook: 1 00hrs at 4 second sampling
PC lnteface: lnfrared
Diving Modes: Air/Nitrox/Gauge
Battery: CR2NP
Contact: www.scubapro-uwatec.com

current depth - dive time

stopwatch - maximum depth

heart rate - average depth

tank pressure

temperature

tions for all lhe gases you may be ulilising and includes total

ascent time. The remaining bottom time displayed relates to the

initial gas you used on the dive. Switching mix can be done auto-

matically or manually as pre-programmed by the diver. There is

also an optional pre-programmed alarm when you reach a point

ol 2 minutes of no-stop time remaining, before entering deco.

The Galileo has automated altitude settings even when turned

off it samples and sets it via barometric pressure every 60 sec-

onds.

At present the Galileo SOL is an open circuit only computer and

can not be utilised for Closed Circuit Rebreather use, with stan-

dardised set points. lts Nitrox usage on all 4 sensors can be pro-

grammed between 21% and 100% oxygen. lvlaximum operating

Depth (MOD) alarms can be set between 1.2 and 1.6 PPo2.

Gauge Mode.

Personally I utilise gauge mode in my computers so I was keen

to see how the new Galileo SOL worked in this configuration. lt
has a countdown timer which can be activated on the fly at depth

for keeping track of deco stops. The numerals are large and eas-

ily read. I found the light easily illuminated the display which was

intuitively interpreted. ln gauge mode an average depth function

is activated. I found this accurate during a dive, despite the

multi-levelling we were undertaking. When the Galileo is set to
gauge mode, it will only monitor depth, time, tank pressure, heart

rate and temperature, and will not carry out any decompression

calculation. Maximum depth in gauge mode is still 330 metres.

Maximum displayed dive time in gauge mode is gg hours and 59

minutes. You can only switch to gauge mode il the computer is

completely desaturated. ln Gauge mode the compass option

can be bought up by pressing right button. During a dive in

gauge mode, the lollowing information is displayed: 
-+

-

I
-

I:I ngu

ll,Nl .,o0lt t'l\{,1 ,,t)
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o Air Fills . $cuba Sales & $ervice r Nitrox Fills
o Minor Repairs . $cuba Gylinder Testing

ffikffidhmnfirmcsffimreflhEt=
Guaranteed o'night AirlNitrox fills... drop off before gpm... filled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries
Darren Walters - 0408 845 511

Email: dwalters@seol.net.au

Lot 7, Cafpirco Rd, Compton (via Mt. Gambier)
PO Box 9286, Mount GambierWest, S.A.5291



I
:/

llrr,rl,rll ol llris yr:ars'AGM has been set and I am in the
rrrrrl,,t ol orr;,urrsirrq speakers for the conference during the
,rllcrrrool A slxraker list lvill be published on the website
,,lror 

I ly lrtrl I,rrrr,rr tively looking for additional people to pres-

url ll yor lr,rvc a topic that you think members may be inter-
r",llrl rrr or sorncthing to present please drop me an email. We
, r r r, , rlu r t or rirktring severa l workshops for the weekend includ-
rrrr; ,rrr Oxyrl:n Provider certification and a roping/rappelling
r.xpr,r ir,nr c. I lrope to see many of you there and aim to top last

yr',rr's,rl lcrrdance numbers.

Wck o[r0 aboard to Scott Edwards who has volunteered to
,rrl ,rs lhr, ncw lnstructor records officer. I want to take this
olrlxrrlrrrrity to thank lan Taylor for his enthusiastic efforts in

lltis posilrorr over the last few years.

Wt. ,trt, trying to coordinate a penetration course in the
Nrrll,rrbor latcr this year so if anyone is interested in this unique
o1;lxrrttrnily please contact myself or Jane Bowman (penetra-

I iorr r,,rrrsc coordinator).
Wi, .rrc about to commence revamping the CDAA cave

rorrrsc. I ,un interested in membert comments relating to the
inr ltrsiorr ol arrow marking and jumps at this level. lf you wish
lo tornrncnt on these or other points about the cave course

lrlt',rsc qc.t in contact with me.

Stuart Macgregor is calling for inter-
e(ed divers who want to be involved

in a project surveying, recording and detailing blue holes in
Australia. This project is long term and interested divers should
contact either stu or I for further details. The first trip is out of
MacKay in mid July first in best dresed with a total of 5 holes
to be explored.

We have recently had a member suspended for 9 months
due to comments made on the internet forum, which con-
tributed in the closure of Barnoolut Station to all diving" We
are working feverishly to open this to members again.
Additionally an oflice bearer breached the confidentiality
terms of his office. This appears to me to have been inadver-
tent and the member resigned from office. No sanction was
imposed.

For the travellers amongst us the NSS CDS has there confer-
ence scheduled for 11-15 August 2008 in Lake City, Florida.
GUE have there conference scheduled for October 31 to Nov 2,

2008 ln Gainesville, Florida as do the NACD on l5 November
2008. Looks like a good time to coordinate a Florida trip. Hope

to see some of you there.

Safe diving,

Steve Trewavas, Skndards D irector

Irorn page 15

',,,rn first-hand divers not taking responsibility for them-
,,rlvcs, diving with poorly maintained equipment, diving

I rr ryond their qualifications, diving without respect for their 
,fel-

l,,w I'uddies and I could go 0n.....
Mr Scott has placed the access of Barnoolut for the CDAA

rrr rny hands and lwould be derelict in my duty of care to l\4r

rirrrll and tho CDAA if I didn't ensure the safe orderly access
,rl llre CDAA on Barnoolut to the best of my ability even if it

rrrclrnt I appeared abrasive or arrogant. I had very little help

lrrrrn the CDAA, in general, to assist me with these arrange-
rrrcrrts. I invited the site director to qet lnvolved but received

rro help from him.

I would like to take this opportunity to mention a few vol-

rrrrlcers, and particularly a small group of CDAA members

lrorn Albury, who weren't interested in the politics but liked to
rlrve and volunteered to help with site improvements. You

[rrow who you are and I thank you.

I have been askecj to consider handing over all information

,rnd keys of Barnoolut to the CDAA directorate to manage,

lr0wever with recent accusations of mismanagement and a
rro conlidence motion put forward against the directorate on

llro CDAA list, l'm not so sure. Anyway, l\4r Scott has indicat-
|rl that he will not deal with the directorate or any other mem-

I)or.

All of the problems with the CDAA and access arrange-

ments of Barnoout have been caused by a minority of mem-

bers publicly accusing me ol impropriety. The rest of the

members are simply people who share the same passion for
"cave diving".

fhe luture for Barnoolut and the CDAA...

Scott's Agencies repres.entatives have expressed concern

over the political in{ighting within CDAA ranks and have con-

firmed that il Barnoolut is to be re-opened to the CDAA mem-

bers, tighter control and conditions may be put in place. For

lhe foreseeable future, they are not interested in entering into

any discussions with anyone other than myself.

Barnoolut may only be available 4 to 6 weekends per year.

3 sites should be available per weekend, Blacks, Bullocks

and 10-80 sinkholes. Access {ees for Barnoolut will be the

same as the Shalt and collected by the access oflicer on the

day. This lee will offset the cave dive supervisors travel,

accommodation and incidental costs.

I hope this letter will make all dealings with Barnoolut clear

and transparent and we can all focus our efforts on safe,

lriendly diving lor all members in the future.

Safe diving, Yours sincerely, Grant Sommer # 3523

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REMINDER...
A Tank cave returning diver application form and the annual $15o fee wiil

be required before any bookings can be accepted.
Jrrly l2 - 13 2008

.ltly t)t) ?/ 2008;LindaClaridge OctoberlB_ 19 2008;Tim payne
Aulu:;l 1) l0 2008, Richard lrndorfer November 1 _ 2 200g; John DZ
nu(lu:;l :)ll :,4 2008; Jane Bowman November lS _ 16 200g
liclrlcrrrlrr:r (j / 2008;
W;rtttck Mr;l)on;rkl

lirplrrrrlrrr l'0 l)l 2008,
Attrltrw Ilrr;r;ru;

( )r lrrlrlr ,l {i ;,(X)tt (S A. Labour Day)

Rob Brennan

Jane Bowman & Wanick McDonald

November 29 - 30 2008; Gary Barclay

December 13 - 14 2008

January 10 - 1 1 2009; Tim Payne

on

January 24- 26 2009 (Australia Day)

February 7 - 8 2009; Steve Trewavas

February 21 - 22 2009; JohnDZ

l\ilarch 7 - 9 2009 (Vic. Labour Day)

Richard lrndorfer

March 21 - 22 2009; Gary Barclay

April 10-13 2009 (Eastefl

Tank Garre
aFG! dUre

Eleet option is direct
trnd notEte

Pleace lnclude your CIIAA
in EFT deposit descniption

JtrNl .r0r),r t,A(,1 ))
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Report from the Business Director
Business is going along smoothly at present with the

accounts again looking good. The next issue of guide-

lines will have a preliminary financial report.

ln this isue of Guidelines you will find an invitation to
the AGM in Mt Gambier which will be held at 6:00pm

on taturday October 18, 2008 at the Comfort lnn Silver

Birch conference room. Accommodation will be avail-

able at cheaper rates with a 10% discount for CDAA

members. Snacks will also be available during the after-
noon for those attending the talks. Dinner will be held

again at the motel after the conclusion of the AGM. lt
was very popular last year; so I would appreciate an

email if you are definitely attending as this will help

with catering.
The AGM announcement in this isue also serves to

call for nominations for two ditector positions: Business

Director and Standards Directors plus a call for Member

rlotions and Amendments to the Constitution.

Please consider the options as this is your opportunity
to either help run the CDAA as a director or to have a

say in how things are run. lf anyone has thoughts on

standing for Business - | would be happy to let them
know about the day to day running of the CDAA,

0n other matters - I would like to hear members'

opinions as to whether the CDAA should make a capital
purchase such as a building or land. The CDAA has

around $280,000 and, as long as I remember, there has

always been talk of saving up so that we could purchase

something to benefit of the CDAA.

Directors have discussed the purchasing options for a

while now. lt is pointles having the funds if there is no
plan to do something to benefit members with them.

Currently there are opposing views in the directorate [4
{or a purchase, 1 againstl, so I would like to canvas

members and s-eek your opinions.

Please register / send your opinion for a Capital

Purchase - YES or NO

1. Online on the CDAA web page

2. to me at PO Box 292,

Calwell, ACL 2905 or

3. via email to

NOTE: You must provide your CDAA number for all

of the above options. This will ensure that members

can only voice their opinions once.

I am happy if you add short comments.

I would like to receive all

replies by July 30 and lwill col-

late and put results on the web

and in the next issue of
Guidelines.

Regards, Heike
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Here's a copy my
Pics Permit which
may be of interest.
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on Page 2.cortl.fY that:.
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submitted by
Graeme Bartle-Smith,
Horsham, VlC.

July 1 - 5, 2008 in Adelaide & Mount Gambier inc pool session
lnstructor: Steve Selbach 08 8121 5BB1 steve@elitediveacademy.com.au

July 7 - 20,2008 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier inc poolsessron
lnstrictor: Terri ALLEN 0419 176633 terri.allen@baker.edu.au

July 25 - 28, 2008 in Mount Gambier SA
lnstructor: Linda Claridge Gary Barclay 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

August 9 - 17,2008 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier inc poolsessron
lnstructor: Terri ALLEN 0419 176633 terri.allen@bakenedu.au

August 30 - September 8, 2008 in Adelaide & Mount Gambier inc pool session
lnstructor: Steve Selbach 08 8121 5881 steve@elitediveacademy.com.au

september 15 - 28, 2008 in Melbourne and Mount Gambier sA inc poolsessron
lnstructor: lane Bowman 03 9579 2600 info@abocean.com.aLt

September 15 - 18, 2O0B in Mount Gambier SA
lnstructor: Linda CLARIDGE Gary BARCLAY 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

October 13 - 16, 2008 in Mount Gambier SA
Instructor: Linda CLARIDGE Gary BARCLAY 03 - 5s65 8793. E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

october 29 - November 4, 2008 in Melbourne & Mt. Gambier inc poolsessron
lnstructor: Andrew HIGGINS O413569164 ahhiggins@optusnet^com.au

Cave Courses
July 4 - 6, 2OO8 in Mount Gambier SA

lnstructor: Linda Claridge 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

July 28-Aug 3 ;2OO8 in Melbourne and Mount Gambier SA
lnstructor: Jane Bowman O3 9579 26OO info@abocean.com.au

August 9 - 1 1, 2OO8 in Mt Gambier
lnstructor:,Andrew HlcGlNS O413569164 ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

August 23 - 25, 2OO8 in Mount Gambier SA
lnstructor: Linda Claridge O3 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

October 6 - 8, 2OO8 in Mount Gambier SA
lnstructor: Linda Claridge O3 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com"au

October 6 - 12, 2OOB in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Terri ALLEN O4l 9 176633 terri.allen@baker.edu.au

CDAA Penetration Cou rses

October 4,5,6 1 l,&12th (2 weekends). Contact Penetration program co-ordinator Jane Bowman
info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2600

Please download the latest application form off the webpage vvtuvu.cavediwers.com.au
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CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au
ll,rrrrrrlrr Arrr,rirrprivilcge,notaright.Pleasebeconsiderateof landownerswishes.

{N (AVlllN \ slNl(llOl[ C=CAVE P=PENETRATI0N

ttvtl OWNTR ACCESS DETAII.S

M{)I'NI (,NMI}IIR SOUTH AUSTRALIA

(N

DEH

P0. Box 1046

l\,4t Gambier 5290

(08) 873s 1 177

DIH

N1TE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indennities at least 2 weeks prior to their intended dive date.

Peter Cunningham

PO Box 2168,

[4t Gamb]er 5290

Visit the house before diving

lf no one home - no dive!

5ITE5
( Maximum 3 divers all weekends between l\,4ay & Novenber inc usive (check and update on CDAA website).

\ Al lc.rst 4 divers in group 1 with previous site experience.

( /l' Unrc(rlrted days or numbers - Cave rated divers must n0t enter Penetration sections

( tlrlrc(ri(tcd days or numbers.

l' 0l)ur rvrry wcekend. Maximum of 4 diven per weekend undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

l' ot){,r rvcry weekend max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check an update on CDAA website).

CDAA SITE ACCESS

!tt LEVEI. OWNER ACCESs DETAILS

M0UNT GAMBIER - 5OUTH AUSTRALIA kontinued)

t)l lt \ilts
Iwrrr,, llrrlr

Gouldsns

2 Skters

tossll

Groups of 6 or more, phoneimail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

Smaller groups, no need.

Fax: (08) 8735 1135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notify of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone or fax onlp

Dive6 must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry (urrent

financial CDM membership (ard, The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before acces is permitted.

Training: The lnstructor is to noti{y DEH of the date the sites are needed and to forward

signed indemnities from each student and their temporary card number/ membership number.

Permit holders by phone or Iax, Be aware of delicate vegetation. $25/dive or annual Permit $55

NOTE: Indemnity form to be completed with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. M'ship.

BARNOOTUT SITES

lln Eighty

Blacks Hole

Bullockt Hole

5 s(otts Agencres P/L

Scotts Agencies P/L

Scotts Agencres P/L

Access: Grant Sommer ph.0412 266 826, Mail - 147 Kenihans Road, HappyValley,5A 5159

Download indemnity and book online at www,cavedivers.com.au.

DATES OPEN, TBA: see web page for details

DATES OPEN, TBA:

DATES OPEN, TBA:

CN P0 8ox 1046

C lVt Gambier 5290

Ph: (08) 8735 1177

Fax: (08) 8735 1135

as above

Generally open one

weekend a month.

Trevor Ashby

For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDM webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix
is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes
attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA

Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
dive experience with twin tanks
Download form off website.
Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au (Linda Claridge, 0408 052 070)

Pkonlnnle Ponds

;i;", & c,,t

tr lioe

[tth lluo

;[,.drt

it, Elrp

Onr llor

FORESTRY 5A

D!v.l Clvr

Hrlh Holr

Plnrr

Mnd Hoh

N.ttl. ttd

Hann's cave P P&ALasslett

l\lanager: l\like Haze

Groups of {our diver on y apply in wr ting to Site Dlrector Limited groups will be

alloweC access over the summer months. The site is very de icate and there{ore on y l m ted

access is avai ab e. Divers app ying will be notiJied as to further acces details. Please inc ude a

(amped self addresed envelope.
By phone or mail, I week prior, Ph: (08) 8738 4003,

Distrid Council of Grant Little Blue- permission not required- must carry card.

District Coun(il of Grant Obtain key from Lady Nehon Tourist lnformation Centre

[i]r Peler Norman

\lnrlilrl Nrllll.(,rvr,

lddltllddy P Open every Saturday max 4 divers, I dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

ouvnati Contltt torertry 5A by email: forestrysa@forestrysa.sa.gov.au. Fax (08) 8724 2885 or Phone: (08) 8724 2876 or book online via the

CDAA wlbtlt! to arrlnge permlt, Collect permits from the Forestry office, RHS of driveway to Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, Mt Gambier.

tMtottAl{I
I Ns dlvlng on Tot.l Flro Brn Days,

. PEfmlt ahE r€qulr€d to run compressors during fire danger season.

I l(r$ fcr Hrllt Hols, NEttlG Bod, lddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on
pfulntrtlqn 0f Forlrtry !A pormlts,

CN

CN
tngelbrechts

-East

-West

lVt Gamb er

Counci

Lessee

Ph: (08) 8723 2299

0btain key from IVt Gambier Tourist lnf0rmation Centre. Access agreement murt

be signed prior to diving.2 divers mu( sign out keys, al divers must sign in

advising which groups they are div ng w th. Div ng should be avoided after heavy rain due to
poss ble water contam nance. Div ng hours are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST.

C

P

Three Sisters P M llicent Council Download Indemnity from Web Page. Access available for experienced Penetration

divers only. Low profile or side mounted independent air systems required. Access agreement

must be signed prior to diving. Please allow 4 weeks for indemnities to be processed,

MtKay's 5haft Contact Imail: site@cavedivers.com.au,

Iank Cave Mr. DYCER Access l\,4anager: Noel Dillon. Email: noel.dillon@macquarie.com

Baker's Cave Manager: Brad Dibble Please write to the site Ac(ess Director to dive in Baker's Cave. lnclude stamped self-

E: site@(avedivers.com.au addressed envelope. Climbing equipment required. 0nly open 0ctober to April.

NULLARBOR - WESTERN AUSTRATIA

Cotklebiddy OP

Itiluna El Elevyn PIC

Tommy Grahams C

Apply in writing for permission to dive at least4weeks in advance oftrip to: Distri(t lVanager,

Department o{ Environment and Conservation (DEC)., P0 Box 234, hperance, WA, 6450.

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657,

Arress - Open tortnightly.

Rcfcr to CDAA website. Twin Tanks - Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air

Mrcl nt gate ol property at 8.55am or 12.55pm, Book on-line at wwwcavedivers.com

or r onl,rct Craig at kilsby@cavedivers,com.au

Nrr,rrrrn,rlr, viritors or mid-week diving allowed,

Weebubbie The Department for Planning and lnfrastructure, Midland, State Land Services South East

P0 Box 1575, lVlidland 6936. Conlact Kim Allison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.gov.au

Phone (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 5004

N.5.W,. WELLINGTON CAVES

timekiln P/C Both Penetration and Cave Level are being a(epted for th s cave depending on t's water level at the time. The cave

(lt/cCavity) has a restrlction at the entrance which is underwater making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water evel drops to

formasmalllakebeowtherestrictona owingexperiencedCaveDiversaccesstothisdelicatecave.

Water (Anticline) Affeded by hlgh C0, leve s dur ng 5ummer/Autumn.

Access is co-ordinated with the Well ngton Caves management by 6reg Ryan - gregr@rs.usyd.edu.au. Phone (02)97434157

llum .lungle [ake Unrestricted ac(ess (urrently exists - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDAA website

This is a tri rated site. P ease see details in lssue No.73 There are no soecific

access atrangements.
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CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FORM

Please send to: Helen Higgins

CDAA, 3 Harris Crescent,

Glen Waverley, VIC 3150.

)tY I
\ t\t/t ITEM

UNIT
PRICE

TOTAL

Abseiling Handbook. For those involved in basic recreational abseil instruction, this book detaik
safe abseil practhes for beginners, Contents include, risk management, equipment, an(hor systems,

abseil site set-up and in5truction and emergency proredures.

An lntroduction to Technical Diving. By Rob Palmer. Explains clearly and simply the advanced
techniques & technology used to undrirtake Technical Diving, and iruhat is ddne to overcome
problems arising with nitrox & mixed gases. CURRENTIY UNAVAIIABIE

uasrc unoelwaler Lave )urveyrng. 
'na 

try
in research and sulveylechnrques used in wqlelllilq !9v!1,
Cave Diving Communications. A manual from NSS - CDS dealing exclusively with all underwater
communications used in cave diving. lncluding touch, torch and line signals,
and use of line arrows and jump reels.

c;r; tiri;g - A Bt*prirt f"r sr*ir.t
A book by the world-renowned cave divei the late Sheck Exley, this h a case study
of a number of accidents that have occurred in the USA and how to avoid them.

Cavern/Cave Diver Workbook. fhit *o*fool ir tt. otfitirt trrinirg ,r*rl ,"a fti if,r. f'fnco
for the Cavern Diver and Cave Diver courses. lt includes sections on accident analysis, cave types
and their formation, equipment, communication and emergenry procedures. lt has a very useful
section on gas management and dive planning with some worked examples. lt would make a good

rypqgt.lt"v,rr.rrry941rd.r! { 1 
u$ult9{t1!q\1,l 

1lucto6
Caverns Measureless to Man,
The story of the passion for cave diving of the late Sheck Exley who spent
his life exploring underwater caves. Publications Directors pick.

Amazinq book you can't put down once y:y t 
1:,L 

, ,r1: ,"rd!

CDAA occasional Paper No. 2. From National Conference 1981. lncludes topics such

as Fossil Cave, Belay Techniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.

Deep lnto Blue Holes. By Rob Palmer.

This is the project manual written aboui his trips to the Bahamas, diving
some of the most advanced and spectacular raves in the world.

$20,00

$45.00

$3o.oo

$2s.00

$20.00

$40.00

$50.00

$2.00

$ss.oo

$55.00Diving in Darkness By l\4artyn Farr. Personally signed by the author. Provides a clear,

concise and modern overview of the esential equipment skills and techniques required
to dive in cavet mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in softback Diving in Darknes
is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.

Hidden Splendours of the Yucatan.
lliddcn 5plendors of the Yucatan is photographer/author Lalo Fiorelli's story o{ exploration,

lr',rthinq, and photography in the caves of Mexico'sYucatan Peninsula. His stunning photography

ir ronrplemented by the lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of
(,x|ll{)r,rtion t0 the reader A must read Ior those planning a Mexico trip or at least dreaming of one!

NSS Cave Diving lilanual.
T lrI st,rfrl,rrd relerence manual 1n cave diving covering just about every ronceivable topir. New Edition.

NSS Cnvcrn Divers' Manual.
I I rl sl,ru i,rr r I r cllr cnrc manual in cavern diving covering almost every (oncervable topic.
Al,,o rro,l l)r rr ip1r,s tx,ltind safe sinkhole and cave diving.

Nr,w I rhtrrr ol l\,lrr Horne's Lower South East Cave Referen(e.
Arr llr',1r,rl,,rlr,rl,rIr;rrcollltclowerSouthEastRegiono{southAustralia. CURRENTTYUNAVAILABTE

llrr. l).rrhrrr-,r lI.rkoilr llV t\,4,rrlyrr tarL The history and development of cave diving.

llr'(,rvr,l)rvr,r\ llyhrl,r,rllllrlr$ l'rlr,rback352pages. CURRENTTYUNAVAITABTE
I r lur r,,,r1,,v, lvrltnllr,\l,rl,,\,nrlfutrlherafieid.Aninterestingmixofadventure&archaeology.
li , rt lirrritr,, lr,r, l,r r,r rl vlrl ior rrvlr 50 ycars. He lives ln Chattahoochee, Florida.

llrr. l,rrrrrrrrl ol llr.\[rrllr ]1r ,,\lruhlxr,yirxritinqstoryofthediroveryandmapping
,1 rlr'. ', ,,, , I ' l,r r,l r ,rv,. ',y t,.N ,rl llt(, I rrrr, lltI worlrl s lonqest underwater CaVe..

$49,00

$55.00

$30.00

$130.00

$75.00

$40.00

9s.00
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PRICE
TOTAL

Sidemount Workshops . DVD

Australian Cave Diving - A Contrast. By Tony Carlisle. Four short documentary type videos on Warbla
Cave, Three Sisters Cave, The Road to Toad Hall and Tank Cave,

"Nullarbor Dreaming". During November 1988, a team otAustralian cave diven set out on an amazing
adventure to explore the mysterious subterranean waters of the Pannikin Plains Cave.

This epic undenivater exploration nearly ended in tragedy when a freak qclonic storm hit the area and the cave
collapsed trappinq the expedirion beloir, DVD 0Nty AVAlt.

Cave Diving Beneath the Ozark Mountains - DVD -with tooraqe of Ginnie Sp,inq, unA ii,
Gasconade River in the 0zark l\4ountaint lvlissouri. 0ver four davs the teari reach 2000 teetjn, 200 {eet deeo.
using srooters which they drag through restrictions using ropes.'ln this DVD they extend the survey of the cdve.

$10.00

$2s.oo

$29,95

$30.00

$25.00

$3s.oo

"Down Deeo Down Under".

4 spectaculai fll[.by Alex Wyschnja. Discover the hidden secrets of l\4t Gambier! famous fresh water caves.
Tucked awav in s.A.'s sth Eait are some of the (ountrvt best known freshwater caves.
The physical challenge of cave diving makes lMount 6ambier a diver's mecca.

"tacing Darkness'. Following some of the qreatest cave divers in north Florida,
Fxing Da*nes invites you to dis(over the underwater caves and how divers safely explore them.
About the geology, the danger and the passron.

SlzE - Please Advise

Embroidered Crew Neck T"shirts. B ack, Nay and St€ei Grey,5, l\4, L, XL, XXL

tmbroidered Polo Shirts. Grey wth black tr m or black with red trim. L00k very smartl

$2s.00

$35.00

$50.00

$4o.oo

Polar Fleece Jumpers. Colours: Bluq Black. 0rrginal logo. Keeps you toasty wam & smartl

Polar tleece Vests. Blue, Black. 0riginal logo. Greatt0 wear as extra layer under the drysuitl

. ladies Contrast Tee. ladies cut stylkh T in White w l\4arle Grey sleeve, Sizes 8, ]0, 12, 14, $40.00

o Beanies. Black only,

. Caps. Black only.

$20.00

$2o.oo

Mask Slap Straps- fully embroidered with CDAA logo

$s,oo

$t.oo

$8.00

$1o.oo

$8,00

$12.00

$20.00

( ,rrdholders Name: Order Date: Sub Total $

Plus P&H $g.oo

TOTAL $

Address:

Postcode

(,rrd No IBankcard IMastercard Ivisa

I xprry Date: _-_ Signature: Ph: ( ) _ Fax: ( )



Deep Cavern Cave Penetr

AI'[)S, Heike (CDAA 2776)

BH 02 6249 9170

AH 02 6291 0566

E. heike.apps@ qa.qov.au

FEATONBY, Tim (CDAA 3372)

Mob:0402 129 253

E. tim.fealonby@defence.govau

GRILLS, Peter (CDAA 1780)

AH 02 4955 4497

Mobile 0419 820 920

E. peter grills@ hotmail.com

WALTEHS. DESIVOND

BH 02 6041 1405

AH 02 602s 3s06

deswalters @ westnet.com.au

I\iARRIOTT, Max (CDAA 1268)

Mob: 0428 897 897

E: dive69 @ chariot.com,au

SELBACH, Steve (CDAA 3495)

Phone: 041 3 1 34 827

Email: steve.selbach @ mac.com

ALLEN, Teni (CDAA 3483)

Mob: 041 9 1 76 633

E: teni.allen @ baker.edu.au

AXTON, Paul (CDAA 2826)

Phono:0419 346 442

E: PALdiving @ people.net.au

BAHCLAY Gary (CDAA 1735)

AH (03) 5s6s 8793

E: garlnda @tpgi,com,au

BOWMAN, Jane (CDAA 1880)

BH: (03) 5979 2600

E: lnfo@abocean.com.au

www.abocoan,com,au

Yes Yes

YesYesYes

YesYes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes Yes

Yes Yes
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NAME Deep Cavern Cave Peneh lhina faun Project ?008 *'#:'iir}:r;,

la April 2OOS Jassm Cafduleill, Andreu 0nomam, Gldeorn Liem amd N ulere
fontumafe emouEh ts he irluited by fhe S*lime*e Oouernmemf fo aesist *vifh a

oeving praje*t $ear the eify af Fengsham ire the Euamgxi Pra$imee of $outhern
Chima- Eoondimating our diuimg r.ras Dauid DemE a 004f; diver mho reeenfly

refurmad is 0hims affer hatrimE morked im ililelhsnrrns for fhe pnevious tem

years. During {r*ris {rime he complelr*d his traimilrg frorm Dorp Sauern to
Fetle.traliom leuel with the CDf,A"

CLARIDGE, Linda (CDAA 2214)

[4obile 0408 052 070 it,itliiIQp]t:iltil
E: garinda @tpgi.com.au

AH (03) 5565 B7e3 

':iiiii'X:lt'ili,iil

DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA 238)

Penetration instructor at'il:allhiiri:t,'i

Phone: 0407 887 060

Email: jdz@ paintandcustom.com.au

HARDMAN, Lorraine (CDAA 2&(liitllll::;:tlll
Mob:0418304120 i:;l1:rreti1ii;itl
E: PALdiving @ people.net.au

HIGGINS. Andrew (CDAA 3329)

Mobile:0413569164 itailli'I&iiiiil'ii
t: annrggrns@ 0plusnet.c0m.au

LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 3184)

Phone: (03) 9879 2868 Yes

Email: info @ diverinstructionserviqes.qoql.qu

McDONALD, Wanick (CDAA 1882i
BH:(0s)5e7e2600 

";;:t;&$;t1;4,;::
E: info@abocean-com.au

Mobile 0408 374 1 12 I

www.abocean.com.au

MONACO. Rubens (CDAA 1731)

BH 03 5984-1799 Yes'

t: tnTo(E tocscuDa.com.au

Mobire:0413.42e.533'i:'t,ii'll"t,t:

TAYLoR, lan (oDAA3568)'iiit'iiliti&iti:i:iii
Phone:0411 118 134

E: ian.taylo14 @ defence.govau

lt l

WALTERS, Des (CDAA 687)

Location:Albury tUiliiYAiii:i,i:t
Phone: (02) 6041 1405

Email: deswalters @ westnet.com.ai.r

www.descend.com.au

WEALTHY Bob (CDAA 464)

l\ilob:0417524005 ii,",a,Y€i$,t'iii,,

Email: somerset@ iimetro.com.au

Yes

YesYes

Yes

l'he aim of the project was to promote the area as an
outdoor adventure destination. The project was cov-
ored by the Chinese CentralTelevision (CCTV), China
Coographic and China Outdoor magazine. Several
olher television channels were present including a
rrumber of local channels and a national sports chan-
rrol. We were obligated to deliver HD video footage to
llte media outlets that were involved. ln total 7 televi-
riion channels and three magazines covered the proj-

oct. Most days we did several media interviews and
participated in several government level meetings dis-
r;ussing tourism to the area.
Assisting us were dry caving members of the China
eave Project. Without their information and support
we would have achieved very little during our expedi-
lion" Julia Tien was interpreting and coordinating our
r;ite locations. Jean Bottazzi a director of the French
lipeleological Society, who lives in China, sorted all
our roping access needs. Without these two people
we may well be stuck there still.
Videographers were Jason and Andrew utilising a
.5ony FX1 in a mechanical Gates housing. Additional
oquipment and lighting was supplied by Halcyon
including Four SOwatt HID's. Scubapro supplied addi-
lional equipment and loaned us a new Galileo com-
puter to put through its paces.
ln the Fengshan area we dived a total o{ four caves;

Yan Yean Spring;
At the head of the valley draining into a river, which
llows through the centre of Fengshan is Yan Yean
lipring. There are two spring sources within 100m of
rrach other. One is clear and the other dirty with no
npparent connection. We placed dlvers in both sites,
riampled water and mud and looked for ongoing pas-
iiages. Both springs were low flow and no large tun-
rrcls were located. lt appears the water seeps from a
r)ilvern up through lhe cracks in the rocks. Maximum

depth was 3 metres. Water temperature was around
23 degrees which was average lor the province.

Itidden City;
The initial entrance is a 30 metre scramble up a steep
shale face before descending about B0 metres to the
surface pool. The decent involves two vertical pitch-

es each around 40m high. lnitially the site was eval-
uated as being undiveable on this trip as we did not
bring our drycaving/SRT equipment. 48 hrs later the

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

CDAA INSTRUCTORS



I

1ffi wanted. Additionatty I

want to thank David Deng
who unself ishly battled
both television directors
and grumpy divers manag-
ing a sterling effort ensur-
ing the project was a suc-
cess. Truly a remarkable
expedition and an experi-
ence I will remember for
the rest of my life.

locals had built ladders, platforms and a diving pon-

toon for our convenience. We deduced they were
really keen for us to dive herel All equipment was
shulfled to lhe waters edge by local people and mem-
bers ol the China Cave Project. Gideon, Andrew and

bellur'n hotel
Room discounts to

CDAA members
nll r(x)rn:i (..nsuite. with secure oufside Oreo

(.()nlr<'ll io oll mojor dlve siles
( )r)ly 50Om from Litlle Blue

I.)r ,:il. rr rr( rr)l o;;<:n lunch ond dinner 7 doys
lt( )( )kir)1 l:; Jrr<:forrod. coll > O8) 8738 5269

Iloy Rood, Mount Schonk
lnt()(!Dbollumhotol.com.ou

David did two short exploration dives determining the

lissure type cave did not continue horizontally beyond

about 30 metres. The water was substantially colder
than the local rivers but was at a similar altitude.

Three Door Sea;
The main exploration site dived was San Man Hai or
literally in English - Three Door Sea. The system is a

series of dry passages connected by a sinking river.

The iirst three dolines are accessible via a tourist river

boat which travels upstream through three cave tun-
nels. The last accessible karst window has a sub-
stantial dry cave diverging north. 100 metres to the

South is a 4th karst window and it was this that divers

were needed to establish a linkage of the river sys-
tem. The China Cave Project divers have mapped
the extensive drycave passages connected to the

river but no cave divers had dived the site.
The visibility here was between 3-5 m on various days
and exploration diving was challenging to say the

least. We managed to connect and map the third and

fourth windows to much excitement of the locals. We

then set about laying line to the Sth window which was

approximately 200 metres to the west. Here we ran

into depth issues. We plumbed the floor with a
weighted reel and were astonished to find it bottomed
at 70 metres near the west wall and 50 metres in the

centre. We decided it would have to be relegated to
our next trip when we would have the benelit of

appropriate helium. Out of interest a helium G-cylin-
der is about $90 au.

Zhongting Sink Hole;
As our diving had been pulled up short by the unex-

pected depth discoveries at San Man Hai we were
quickly redirected to the next dive site. Zhongting
Sink was an 800 metre long crawl cave at the side of
n llood plain. We were lollowed the complete dis-
tance by three television crews and china geograph-
ic photographers who weren't going to lake no for an
answer" David completed a quick dive to about 5
metres were he established in zero visibility that the
cave pinched down to a very tight restriction. We
then crawled and hunched our way back to the
ontrance.
Each day we conducted a number of television inter-
views. ln fact it felt like we could not go anywhere
with out a film crew. One evening we conducted a
meeting for China Geographic, which was attended
by all the provincial heads of Government, the mili-
tary heads, police and the local chief Magistrate,
quite daunting when all of this was recorded and
filmed. Jason's phone calls home continually con-
firmed we had not created a negative international
incident that caused the breakdown in

Australian/Chinese relations.
The province is known for its caves. lt is a huge lime-
stone karst area rivalling that of the Nullarbor Plain.
The possibilities for caving and cave diving are end-
less. The local saying is that "Every mountain in the
area has a cave". This is in my opinion an under-
statement. Every mountain has about five!
We are greatly indebted to the people o{ Fengshan
cspecially Mr Winston WEI who is the Mayor of the
city. We were shown the most generous hospitality,
respect and kindness by the government and local
people. At all dive sites we had our own Government
oflicial, doctor, nurse (complete with hat) and most
days we were escorted by the local police. Despite
lhis I never sensed they were an intrusion and we
were allowed to film and photograph whatever we

ilrNt .lo01t l,n(,1 l,l
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Thrce door transport up river

AIIENDALE EAST
STORE.

iust been re-fitter
...glean air-fills!!

Prie,e reductions on ait
fllls dt out discretion!

fREE Tea and Coffee while your
Tanks are being filled!

Drop in and see lohn and his family"
Good Service, Petrol and Supplies.

Phonq (0s) s7I8 7274



lltt lottdspeaker announced "All stations secure, dive party and tenders to the dive deck,
(:vot'yone else stand down, getsome rest", and restthey needed. The entire ex-navyvessel

was crewed by 14-17 year olds, who had been takrng shifts through the night to get us
lrcre. We had arrived at Middle lsland and we were about to dive an amazing sinkhole.

{);r1rt.ain Luke Clyburn, of the
I)r'irle of Michigan, pnoduced a

rIrr;rrmentany in 2006 called
"( ilea[ Lakes, Ancient
lllrrrrelines. Sinkholes" and I had

wat.ched this movie again and

rrgain. At last, following a flight
l,o Detroit, an eight-hour'
overnight trip to AIpena by

troat, followed by another two
lrrrurs north under steam as

l,he sun arose duning breakfast,
we anchoned nean Middle lsland,
at. the northern reach of the
Thunder Bay Underwater
Sanctuary and Pneserve.

The Pride of Michigan is a US

Naval Sea Cadet Training vessel,
0n which cadets conduct
lesearch whilst scuba diving,
and it was on a diving research
t,r'ip that the Captain explored a

kirlst sinkhole beneath Lake

Hrrlon. The area is rich with
irrrlrtlenous histony and, on land,

l,lrcle are many flooded sink-

holes, some with signs of
ancient human settlement near-
by When the water-level was
much lower the crescent-shaped
limestone feature would have

fonmed a land-bridge between
what is now the USA and

Canada. The broad limestone
feature disappears unden the
lake and the Captain has been

searching for signs of human

habitation around this sinkhole.

It has been underwater for at
least 7000 yeans.

Today, he was taking the time

to be my guide, and we werc
shooting film for another docu-
mentary planned for nelease

lhis yean We geaned-up and

dropped 2m from the deck to
the lake. The water was misp
and clear, 7m below me I saw
large bouldens everywhere,
covered in fine yellow-brown

algae. We finned towards the
lip and dropped down inside

the hole, tunning night I followed
the Captain around the outside
at a depth of 10m. Below me
the floor of the hole leveled-out
at 26m, the bottom consisting
of mud, and a lonely three-tier
temperatune-monitoning station.
It Iooks like the local N0AA office
is taking an interest in this
unique geological feature.

The Thunder Bay Preserve is

managed by the NOAA office
based in nearby Alpena, a

delightful small town of less than
20,000 people. Just a few

yrrlr r, itgo [he legendary Dn Bober.t Ballard
r lrrrlrl;l,ed a bathyme[ric sunvey of the
,rrrrir, rliscovening a second sinkhole near-
lry orrc [hat is repontedly 100m deep and
r'll Vl n BEEN DIVED! Lake Huron is the
lr!il, l, populated of the five Gneat Lakes,
r rrvrling 23,000 square miles, and neach-
rrrr; irs deep as 250m just 58 miles from
llrrrnder Bay. Thene is much more hene

irw;rrLing discovery.
We approached a cra[er'-like featune on

lln north-eastenn side of the sinkhole,

lrlrrhably 5m wide, and the Captain waved at it.
Alnrrnd the lowest edge strings of white algae
rl;rrrr:ed alike long-hain in a strong wind. I reached
lrrwaTds one and immediately felt a shar.p drop in
lurpenatuTe, Looking anound the inside of the
r;r'irl,er I spolted the sounce, a spring from between
rrrr opening amongst the nocks, Tests have shown
tlu; water to be anaenobic, and mineral-rich. This
r,pling-wa[en fills the cnaten and, being colder. and
rlrrnr;er, ovenflows down into the sinkhole, feeding
tlru long-white strands of algae hanging within the
fil.rirdy current. The water shimmers like a mir.age
ru{1, hovening, we manveled at this natural under-
wrrl,rlr fast-flowing stream. I followed the waterfall

downstream towards the bottom of the sinkhole,
where I found a dead fish here, a dead crayfish
thene.

Beaching oun agreed turn-pressure we started
back, pausing to video each other along the way till
we reached the Pr"ide of Michigan, made our
planned safety stops and sunfaced to mugs of hot
chocolate, My sincere thanks to my hosts the
Nobel 0dyssey Foundation and the US Naval Sea
Cadet Pr"ogram, and to the Divers Alert Network
fon sending me to Michigan. The DVD "Great

Lakes, Ancient Shorelines. Sinkholes" is available
fr"om the Nobel Odyssey Foundation. Check-out
www.nobelodysseyfoundation.org for details.

This quarter there are no new products to introduce.
However, we have some great favourites stocked up for

coming into the colder months. Polar fleece jumpers will
keep you nice and warm teamed with a maiching beanie.
The polar fleece vests are great for under your dry sult.

Please note a change in price for the vests to $50. Last but
not least, a travel mug for that hot cuppa between dives or

for the car trip. To order these or any other products, please
visit the online store or use the order form in Guidelines.

Travel Mug $12 Polar Fleece Vest $50
Ideal for that hot chocolate
or steamy cup a soup!

Ladies Contrast Tee $25
I ;rdies cut stylish tee in white
with marle grey sleeve.
liizes B, 10, 12, 14.

Ior the Ladies!

l)roducts for all the ladies.

Stay snug and warm through
the winter chill. Navy and Black.
Sizes, S, M, L, XL, XXL.

MAR( ll 2008 Pn (;t t4 JUNE 2OO8 - PAGE 35

Sinkholes of the Great Lakes
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Above Average Below Water
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Back plates + Harness; Wngs; Hoses; Guidelines;
Lift bags; SMBs; HID & Wdeo Lighting Systems; Scout Lights

Bolt Snaps; Diver Notebooks; Dry suit P-Valves & Pockeb

HALCYON dive equipment
The Right Choice!

Halryon Australia
admin@halryondive.com.au

www. ha lcyond ive. com . a u


