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Edition 105 is packed with lots of trip reports front around thr: world ag;ain

Kavieng, PNG by Steve Trewavas our Standarcls Directot some gorgeous piccaninny shots (kids that is not ponds).

Yet another afticle from Peter Buzacott our WA rep, this time on Palsaeft Blue Holes. And Agnes with her Ginnie

Springs report with her great shots The caves have been flooded of late but Ag still managed a dive!

Harry filts us in on theiatest discoverles in the deep secfions of Pics and what the team have been up to.

I think everyone's fav will have to be the Ron Doughton article and pictures from cave diving adventures in the

Nullarbor. Tony has pubtished a full set of shots on the web so check'em out. Gotta love those long snorkels, the

very young Dave Number 1 Warnes and the skimpy showering, not to mention the Nullarbor nymph.

More colour pages thanks for the suggestion Harry.

September also brings the annual reports from each director. Speaking of which, we are bidding a sad farewell to

Heike Apps, our business director. Heike has been a solid rock in our directorate over the last 4 years. Her careful

attention to detail and her balanced view on all matters was always keenly sought in the directorate. She has been

very careful and diligent with our money and book keeping along with kmmie and this has resulted in a very

healthy bank balance for the association. She will stay on as our ACf rep. Heike recently took a nasfy tumble at the

rockpile in Cocktebiddy and bravely had to scooter back left handed. This left her with a stitched up fingeC and

plastered arm. She soldiered on trying to type slowly left handed. She is on the mend now and will soon have the

meetings minutes up on the web for everyone to see the full director process that goes through every decision we

make. Thanks for your hard work Heike and welcome to Helen Higgins as the new business director (if there are

more yes than nos) who t am sure will make a great contribution to the directorate as she has done for the

products area.

Finally a big thanks to our ongoing advertisers for another year helping towards costs of Guidelines production.

Ballot papers to vote on directors, Hall of Fame nomination and a motion to change the constitution for life

membership and the Hall of Fame conditions are in the middle. Please read the directions

carefully before voting noting the 2 envelopes and don't forget your name, signature

and number on the back othentvise it doesn't count!

see you at the state meetings and then the huge AGM weekend with our overseas guest

speaker Michael on European cave diving.

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director,

E ma i I : pu bd i r@caved ive rs. co m. a u

*Attrtrct,Hs FoR GumHtll$l]s*
. Send articles & photos via post, or preferably by email to:

Terri Allen, PO Box 6492, Melbourne 8008.

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

. Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.

lf mailing please send pics and text on CD.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi

at 1scm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG',s, orTiffs if mailing.
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Ittrre larrk l)ivr, I orlqc has been designed by cave divers to meet the needs ol divers,With affordable

er r unltrorl,rtlorr and only 5 minutes driving time t0 the best cave diving sites in the South tast of South

Arrrilalta (lllrrr,,,, Iank, lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, Fossil, Sisters, Mud Hole, Stinging Nettle Cave), diven can

rnarlrll',e llx,ir lirne in the water.lollow the blue signs.

lltrrelrprIrrurrr,,,rrcommodateuptol2divers.telaxbetweendivesintheopenplan, self-cateringkitchenar

ipar ll1q ltvtrrr 1 ,rr,,,r ,rrr, ideal for divers or cave diving courses. 300 bar air fills and BBQ facilities are available,

ri,,i, ii,,t 1ri,,, l,rIlr,irrlosetotheGlencoeGeneral Storeforall yourfuel,bottleshop,

r,, =r ,,ili, - | | | l'r r'r ,rrrrl rlore item needs.

Pine Tank Dive Lodge

Lake [dward Road

Glencoe, South Australia

Phone 088739 4020
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IfUG IOEEE : Email stay@ptdivelodge.on.nt t
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Our gear was primitive. Our Buoyancy Compensators

were the latest thing from NZ, self in{lating neck bags

inflated by puffing into a tube with a mouthpiece

glued to it. Deflating it meant tipping upside down.

Sensible BCs were for the future. Dave had a triple set

of aluminium German 'Gerzat'tanks, I used a double

It rained over a few days

and we used this oppor-
tunity to wash. Some of
the scouts had paper
underweaL which even-
tually dissolved in the
rain... but they didn't
seem to mind too much.

set of steel 72s, and everybody else used single 72s. We had one safety bottle strung on the'mainline'with 40 cf as a

backup. Dave and phil hid homemade reels and torches. The torches flooded regularly but all of us carried at least 2

or 3 so that worked reasonably well. Dave had a car battery with a spotlight in a Perspex box. This was pure magic as

it lit up the cave beautifully. W. *.r. worried about arcing from the switch though as the battery gave off plenty of

hydrogen. I can,t remember if it went bang, I think it did but maybe not on that trip.

rj
i
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Cave Diving was new and

This amazing photographic evidence shows us iust
how tough it was to call yourself a Cave Diving Explorer!

NT.]LI,AITT}$h CNffi
ITI0N ?I*rTru,

Photos and text by Ron Doughton. 
j

Tho dlvm on thlt trlp weru Bob Lea, Ron and Denyse Doughton (Sydney divers), f

Phll Prutt, Eob lfurnbull, lan Lewls and Dave Warnes (who invited us, as we knew thent
from Mt Gamblrr trlpt pr.vlously), My iob, among others, was to hire a Tcfm 

fr

compr.rsor rnd gct lt to the Nullarbor (on time...). I
T
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Denyse (my new wife at the time) was
baled up by 2 landrovers full of reporters
at our Weebubbie camp, who wanted to

interview the Nullarbor Nymph. She (appar-
ently) was blonde, (true), young (true too)

half naked (l!??) and ran around with
kangaroos (blimey!!). A bloke at the

Roadhouse in Eucla dreamed up the publlc-
ity and took a few bogus pictures of a girl-
friend to start the media frenzy. We even-

tually beat them off and got back to the
real fun of diving.

llrc rcst of the group were dry
r,rvers from CEGSA, WASGA

(? West Aussie Cavers) and
various individuals from Rover
Scouts, NSW Nat. Hist Museum

(Mike Grey) and others - about
60 in all but not necessarily at

the same time.

{,L &
SEPTEMBER 2OOI] Ph: 0413-429-533 ol urunr.Gaueiliuel$.G0m.au

We dived in Weebubbie, Cocklebiddy and visited
Pannikin Plain, (l think some of the dry cavers went to
Murra-El-Elvyn) and Mullamalang over about 2 weeks.
We discovered an air blow near a cave and tried to
gelignite our way in, getting 'jelly'from a property
about 90 miles away. We rang them up to organize thi
with a HF radio one of the scouts had. This would be
'unauthorized vandalism' by today's standards I guess.

Ifie Heart oI
Gaue lliuing in [ust]rlia

All your favourite dive sifes captured
on DVD for the first time ever

ffi

Shot & produced by Cave Diver &
UM Cinematographer Rubens Monaco

Io otdoryout Go[y
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Piceaninnie Ponds f,esearch Proiecl 200W

- Imporlanl lliscoueries! -
by Richard Harris #1360 docdive@bigpond.net.au

I ;lm very pleased to report back to the CDAA on the early stages of the
CDAA Special Project in Piccaninnie Ponds. The project has been 3 years in

its conception and I am very grateful to the various managers of the
DEH/DWLBC, Warrick McDonald and the other CDAA Directors, and Grant

Pearce (DWLBC liaison) who together made this research happen.

lll,r;o,rls ol the project are to attain a better under-
,,l,rrrrlrrrr; ol llre geomorphology, hydrology and biology
ol llrr, urrirlrc Piccaninnie Ponds cave and wetland sys-

tr.rrr llrr.rrrili,rl phase involves mapping, imaging, sam-

plrrrr; ,rrrrl nrcasuring a number of characteristics of the
,,rtr, rrrr hrrlinr; water quality, temperature and flow.

orr lln lirrl weekend a total of 8 dives were made by
(rr,url I'r',u((', Richard Harris and John Dalla-Zuanna; pri-

rrr.rttly rorrrlnlr,rlnr(l tlrcir cfforts on
r',1r1,1,11r,11,,1 Ilr r,tvt, lrcttcath the
l r, ,( t l ri l Alllrorr llr wc kttow divers
1,,',,, 1ll,,,1.rlly ',rlrIr(,(l lo llrr' "5ttbway
',l,rlr,r lr llrr. ;r,r',1, tl w,r',vcry r,xriling
{,, l,r.rl,,lr llrr, lrr,.l,,.rrrrlrortr,rl rlivos

lr, I. (.rrUl l,r'y,,rrrlt) ,rttrl tt,tottl otlf
lrrrrlirr,l \tutllr Ilrr' ,rtrl ,rl lltttttx lrtt ,t

,1,,r, ll r,l .rtr,l ,1,,',r.rl {tt(tttl
rr lrl rllr, r l,r rrltlinrt',r' lrttlrlrlr' pltr o

l.rlr',r, ir, tl,t r.,trr.rrrr.ly ',rlly r lr,rlrlrr.l,,,
Lrr,1' r,llrtr. ll lrV\l r,tvr,Wt.l,
r, ", rl',1 rr,,l r r, r,ltrrttttr rlllrllr ll
llrrir,' r rllrrll

1,, i r I 1,,rr llrr,,rtrllr ,r rltvl l" llrr'
l,,,li',,,, ',1 ll,, , r,,r I r .rvitrrl llrr '.rtt

',t l,t t Rnlll ll ,tr{ilt l.n I il lil

face of the Chasm, one descends to the Dog Leg at 36n

and then under the lip into the dark zone. Gradually tht
Chasm narrows in all dimensions until the Saddle i'

reached at just under 50m. Taking the left hand (eastern

opening at the Saddle, you drop through a small chan
ber into a more vertical slot before entering a silty

floored passage ,

about 70m. This

which heads down at 30 degrees t,

passage opens up into a crumbl
jagged*ided room running nori
south. At 74m, a narrow fissu,

drops down to your rlght (wes

and you descend head first to B0r

where the fissure opens up.

At this point a white permaner

line was found (unfortunately

mass of loose line was blocking th
fissure which caused us some dif r

cultiesl). Following the white lir,

into a section of the cave that lool

like a narrow version of the Chasn

The silt here is very thick and every

thing you touch collapses in
cloud of murk. At 90m the lin,

stops at a tie-off and no other old

lines are found. The passageway continues to slowly open
up and head west. Down at 100m now and soon you see

some holes in the floor that go to l10m but are very silty
indeed. To the west, a large rock appears to form a barri-
er to further exploration but swimming over the top you

see blue water ahead. Swim beyond the rock, and the
floor drops away revealing a breathtakingly beautiful
large chamber, the rocky floor layered in thick undis
turbed silt. The end of the chamber narrows and ends in

a sheer fissured wall, with the floor at 107m,"

On the second weekend's diving, the team was

expanded to include Gary Barclay and Linda Claridge,

Peter Horne, lan Lewis and Ken 5mith. Hydrogeologists
and technical officers from the DEH were also in atten-
dance to assist with water sampling activities (a pump and

sampling tube were operated from a small boat). The

weekend saw 1 5 dives made into all different parts of the
system with further exploration of the deep chambers

and the base of the Cathedral. Ken Smith's pingers were
used to locate 3

points in the deep
chamber and a

known point in the
Cathedral. This

information will be

invaluable for tying
together the new
and old survey
data. Flow studies

using food colour-
ing dyes, tempera-
ture measurements,

water, rock and sed-

iment samples were
all collected adding
greatly to our
knowledge of the
cave. Finally some

more HD video was

taken in the deep section. which
revealed an amazing picture of
bizarre sedimentary, fosil, rock and

erosive features.

1ummary of initial findings:
1. A significant amount of deep pas
sage and chambers exist beneath the
chasm, trending in the direction of
the Cathedral. Video and preliminary
survey data has been recorded.

2, There is possible flow into the cave

at depth, and this water seems to be

welling up through the fissure into
the chasm and hence supplying the
pond system. A point source has not
yet been located. Flow out of the

Cathedral into the Chasm was also demonstrated. An
inflow of warmer water was also seen in the Cathedral

and the Chasm at approximately 37m (this has been pre-

viously reported).
3. Below 74m, the cave is extremely tight and silty in
parts, with the walls and rocks all covered in a thick coat-
ing of very friable "cheesy" silt. Much of the dive
between 74-95m is spent in very low visibility.
4. Fossils were seen in the cave below 85m, including
bivalves and urchin spines.

5. Tracks (? yabbie or freshwater crayfish) were seen in silt
at approx 105m.

6. Water temperature is a consistent 15,5 degrees C from
just below the surface, to the maximum depth of 110m.

The warmer area of water (16.5 degrees) was demon-
strated.
7. No halocline was encountered.
8. Sketch map of new section with components named is
attached.

Piccaninnie Ponds
,ie{ srclion bebw 80s

S!reyASf Grade 3.1

Crnpass and Ceplh gauge.

Atprorimale hdzonlal distan&s oil,
Jotr 0alla"Zranm, Riclrd tiad!, Gmnl Pear*

orM hy n.laais
Mry 2008

:ilt!n! turr3rrfft Lip

.--** :iq,tlmarc{ | iE
irlr 9*r t6ul )
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I ulurt Work - the next stage;
I lrrrllr.r ,,rrrvoy work using RDF pingers, tape measure
,rrul r rrrrrp,nr. M,rpping of other unsurveyed areas of the
wr.ll,ltrll
,, I rrr llrr.r r,xpkrration of several promising leads.

I Aw,rrl ,rr,rlysis <,rf rock, sediment and water samples.
rl llrorirvr.rrrly rcview.

', l'rorlrrr lrorr ol a 3D map and a DVD about the Project

lrrr llrr. rrrlrrlrctship.

I lrr, lrr,,l r ornponent of the Piccininnie Ponds Research

Project concluded on a very higl

note with some exciting discover

ies and the safe completion o

the diving activities. The DEH anr

the project participants ar
grateful to the CDAA for sup

porting this research as a Spe(i.

Project. lt is not one of the goal

of the project that this explc

ration will lead to widesprear

deep diving access for member

of the CDAA. However it is th
authort belief that as mixed ga

and rebreather diving become

more commonplace and is per

formed safely, landowners wi
hopefully become more recep

tive to the idea. Further updates will be provided as th
project continues.

The next phase of the project will also involve somt

sampling and inspection of other parts ofthe wetland sys

tem.
We would respectfully remind members that the acces

conditions for diving in Piccininnie Ponds have no

changed and that the depth limit of 36.5m still stands

Further; the deep sections of the cave are extremely tight
silty and hazardous in areas. 

I

Upsand ddlryns
Earlier in the year I experienced some unusrlally

low PPO2 levels. Not diving, but trekking in the
Himalaya. At 5100 metres altitude we had only 58%

of sea level air pressure and PPO2 of 0.12 bar. That is

quite low, and a frightening figure for most
rebreather divers. However; lf you climb Mt Everest

without oxygen your PPO2 is down to 0.07bar as you

approach the summit, quite amazing!

I decided that I preferred high pressure to low pres-

sure and I was lucky enough to sign up for a Trimix
course in Florida in May. Tom Johnson of Dayo Scuba

was my instructor and he was very tolerant of my var-

ious mistakes. We did a day of normoxic trimix diving
in the sea out from Jupiter. lt was good diving with
interesting sea life including several large turtles.
However, sidemounted cylinders and a cylinder of
oxygen made getting in and out of the lurching boat
quite an experience. We did the advanced Trimix dives

in Eagles Nest which is a cave near the west coast of
Florida. We had calm water here, but with 5 cylinders

to juggle it was still a challenge. We made a reason-

able penetration reaching a depth of 85 metres. The

penetration meant it was not possible to ascend

directly to the first deco stop at 66m. I had to calcu-

late the turnaround time to allow enough time to
swim back to the deco stop. This had to be done cor-

rectly as arriving late at a deco stop is definitely not
an option for dives to this depth. Thankyou to Tom

Johnson and Thankyou as well to Wayne Kinard of
Amigos Dive Centre for help with the Trimix. His open

air filling station never seems to be closed and pro-

vides on line mixing of trimix while you wait. lt was

great to get fills in the late evening ready for an early
start next day.

The next push of the personal envelope was

Cocklebiddy in August. Harry Harris and Craig Challen

had planned a trip to the end of the cave using

rebreathers. They were successful in reaching the end

and Craig managed to lay 120 metres of line' They

also placed three radiolocation "pingers" in the third
sump which I was able to locate from the surface.

"Their total time from away from the entrance lake

was '16 hours. Their dive plan required bail out cylin-

ders to be placed in the cave and after the dive they

needed to be removed. These cylinders allowed an

open circuit dive to be planned to recover the pingers.

Assisted by Simon Doughty I made a 1.2km penetra-

tion into the third sump and retrieved two of the
three pingers, The third pinger was just 100m too far
for me to get to. Our total time away from the lake

was 't4 hours.

The down side of this very interesting year was

Harry's car catching fire near Nundroo on the way

home. We saved the contents of the trailer but every-

thing in the car was destroyed. One 100 cuft steel

cylinder exploded and blew the back off the car and

scattered debris across the road. lt made a sound I

hope lwill never hear again. I lost essentially all the
diving gear lown including the two pingers.

Howevel Harry's loss was greater than mine, as his

beloved Mark 15.5 rebreather was destroyed. At least

I still have one pinger, if someone will fetch it for me.

So what next? Well I am hoping for a snorkel in

Ewens, if I can borrow a wetsuit. Say Hil if you see me!

I am the guy with mis-matched fins from the 1970s

and a perished black rubber mask. ......Such is life!

TRACK MARKING IN COCKLEBIDDY

During our recent trip we installed reflective track
markers from the entrance to the lake and in Toad

Hall. This was done with the Landowners approval.
The markers are reflective discs with a diameter of
30mm. Yellow markers are visible as you walk into the
cave and white as you walk out. When these markers

are placed in pairs you should walk between the
markers. The markers will guide you on what I believe

is the safest and easiest track through the cave. By

staying on this track you will keep damage to the cave

to a minimum.

CORRECTION

I have been reliably informed that my statement in an

earlier Guidelines about Tiger Woods being a cave

diver is not quite correct, Tiger Woods and his wife
were cave certified by Herb Sugden, not Bill

Rennaker. Herb is now retired from teaching cave

diving. Herb is from Apopka, a town near Orlando
where Mr.& Mrs.Tiger Woods maintain a house.
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ihe to;r ol "Th! Catcrdat" at
,ll[l lE6klng ttralght down
rtr* lh: llrun on thr rlght,

Cave Divtng has ifs ups and dosng, both physlcally and metaphofically.
Ihis year I seem to have pushed the envelope ln sereral dlrestions,

both good and bad...

r Air Fills . $cuba $ales & Service r Nitrox Fills
. Minor Repairs ' Scuba Cylinder Testing

ffi0xffi hreh@OBenmflhHls
Guarantocd o'nlght AirlNitrox fills... drop off before 9pm... filled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries
Darren Walters - 0408 845 5ll

lmrll: dwalters@seol,net.au

Lot 7, Cafplrco Rd, Compton (via Mt. Gambier)
PO Bor 9286, Mounl Gambler West, S.A. 5291

^ TriPod--
available'ii,r use!



June e0mJEhan Up
I )r li,rl,rrlrliry N/iry 31, 20 keen divens and a couple of just as keen non-divens met at the Lady Nelson

lrrrlist lnformation centne to assis[ in a'clean up of a few of our dive sites.

l),ry I

llrr.rr. wlrr, ,r nunrber of jobs that we

wr,rl lroplrrl lo,rllcnd to but time, num-

I rlr,,,rrrrl trrl lrrrsiasrn would dictate what

,r,rrIl ,rrrrl wolrki be done. We were also

nrrrrllrrl ol llrc fact that we didn't want
r,r Lrk, tl,r'rrivnn away trom their diving

lor llrl wlrolc weekend so all jobs would

lr,rvl lo lil around the divers dive com-

ilil1ilr(,rlls nl50.

Altcr ,r lrrief by Gary on potential

r lrorls lo bc completed the divers divided

rnlo rlorrlls and headed on their separate

w,rvr ,rll wilh different chores to do.

I lrc lirsl rlroup headed off to Allendale

lrr r l',rrr lhc rlebris from the steps leading

rIrwrr lo lhc water, repair the bottom
,,lr,gr llr,rl had become a little unstable

ovr,r llro last l2 months, and also to do a

rlrvr, jusl lo check if any rubbish needed

lo lu, rtrnovcd from the water!

llrc strond group headed out to Gouldens for a general tlean up

lr) lll(' ,rr(],r. For some time a small set of wooden steps have been

lrrrrrrri lIr,rtirrq in the water, been retrieved and have ended up in the

w,rtlr ,rr1,rirr. This time they were retrieved and removed entirely

Irorrr llrr,rilo. Amazingly they were retrieved by a very keen and

r.,rr;r,r (rr,,rrl rrazy) diver dresed only in a pair of shorts! 0nce the

',1 r.1 r, wr,r r, s,r fcly off the property the workers set to cleaning off the
,,t,rrr', I,,rriirrrl rlown to the landing. Over the past few years the

wllrl,, ,lrrl r;r,rsscs have slowly encroached over the stairs so with a

l,rrr ,rrrrorrrrl ol slroveling and weeding by about B or 9 workers the

1r 
rlr w,r,,,,rxrrt r outplol{-'.

Group 3 meanwhile had arrived out at

lddlediddy to complete 2 projects out

there. Darren Walters and his dad trans

ported another of the kitting up tables

that the CDAA still has out to the forest

and with the help of Ranger Trev (who

should never be let loose in a forest with

sharp objects - 'if it stands it should be

felled'!) chose a suitable location and

installed the aforesaid object. This

proved to be most useful for others to eat

their lunch on whilst watching (supervis

ing!) the next project being installed,

0ver the previous few weeks Kelvyn

Ball had designed and engineered a 3

piece platform that was to be in(alled

down inside the chamber at lddlebiddy.

This platform would become an exten-

sion of the kitting up area and, via a

metal ladder, would allow for a much

safer entry and exit to/from the water" The installation of this plat-

form proved to be quite a major effort made doubly so by the awk-

ward and at time airles/high C02 environment. This area can be

uncomfortable at the best of times - when 2 or 3 divers are prepar-

ing for a dive - but try adding welders and grinders to the equationl

A scuba rylinder was opened at one stage just to try and improve the

air quality for the workers for a while. With work starting at aboul

0900hrs on the Saturday morning it was dark by the time that Kelvyr

and co were finally able to exit the cave. One more trip is still need.

ed at this site to extend the ladder a bit fufther, it presently stops a1

water level but will soon reach down to a more comfortable depth,

While Kelvyn Konstructions continued with their work a few work.

ers who had been busy at Gouldens ventured acros to Pines witl^

ranger Trev to discus the posibility of erecting a shelter hut there

Some good ideas were touted and are now on the list of'things tc

do'. Some rustic flat areas were dug into the slope leading down tc

the water making this traverse a little safer, Aho on the list of thingt

to do will be the (onstruction of some stairs from the track at Pine:

to the water - not unlike what has been in(alled at Mud Hole. Morr

about this later. Whilst there the area beneath the kitting up table

was weeded making it much easier to find those dropped 0+ings anc

wing-nuts and some weeded was done acros the road at Nettle

Cave.

A short drive over to Mud Hole to weed beneath that kitting up

table and check out the new crushed Iimestone track leading all the

way to Mud Hole and we headed back to encourage the worker:

back at lddlebiddy,
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Hells Hole Clean Up

Day 2

Gary and I arrived out at Hell Hole at about 0800 on the Sunday to

start setting up for the planned clean-up and dive here. A few divers

were already there to help as was a researcher checking some posum

trapsaround Hells. She has/had about l0traps set up in the area to

catch posums that she can then tag and collect DNA in order to (udy

the migration of these creatures throughout the forest, 0r to find

out if in fact they are doing any migration at all.

It wasn't long before the other divers started arriving.,. and arriv-

ing...and arriving! Each divers name was collected allowing Ranger

Trev to ensure that all were on the booking permit and also.allow

Forestry 5A to record and collate volunteer hours within their areas.

The new Hells Hole divers were instructed on how to rig themselves

and their units and instructed to set everything up against on side of

the landing and track. Gary was busy setting up the ropes, pulleys

and brake systems and stated later that he turned around at one

stage to see a large line of kits and divers snaking back and out of

sight! Soon Gary and David were busy lowering the first of the many

divers into the site. Eventually he had to stop allowing the divers

into the water in order to start hauling out the fint of the returning

divers, Hells Hole is a very cold dive and by the time the first divers

were ready to leave the water they were pretty well chilled. lt was

decided that the larger objects of rubbish would be left till last thus

ensuring visibility stayed as good as posible for as long as posible.

Eventually the rubbish started to leave the water. Multiple bags of

bottles and cans were removed as well as lots of timbel numerous

shopping trolleys and one blow up doll. I am not sure what hap-

pened to this object but I don't remember seeing her in the rubbish

trailer...

I am told that recently the Mount Gambier police were called out

to Hells Hole recently after a concerned local reported that he had

seen a human body floating on the water!

The local constabulary were also notified about the finding of a

sawn off double banel shotgun found on the dive also. Fortunately

the diver had the foresight to check the barrel before doing too

much with the gun and found it was still loaded. He removed the

cartridges prior to bringing the gun out of the hole. An old washing

machine and the hood of a car added to the tally of objeds removed

by the divers on the day.

A BBQ tendered by some of the local members (thanks Troy and

Burf) and catered for by Forestry SA (thanks Trevor) and the CDAA

helped to warm those chilled bodies when the divers eventually left

the water.

ln total 1 6 new helperVdivers (those not available on the Saturday)

turned out to help on the Sunday. From Saturdays 20 helpers, 14 of

them chose to assisVdive again on the Sunday at Hells making a total

of 30 divers in and out of the hole over the day - add to that the top-

side helpers and it was a great turn out. Many thanks to Gary and his

able helpers for their time at the working end of the ropes.

About the same time as the dive was being conduded at Hells

another group of divers who had spent the morning at Engelbrechts

West arrived to report that their job was complete, They had

installed some reflectors over the rock pile inside Engelbrechts West

to guide the divers over the rock pile rather than around it. With the

continual drop in the water table the swim around the rock pile has

become increasingly more difficult and much more of a crawl, much

to the detriment of dry suits. During the last Pen course a trial exit

over the rock pile was conducted and was reportedly much easier

than going around. Nowthe divers can be guided overthe rock pile

by white ref lectors on the right and red on the left as you exit, Please

be aware that this rock pile, like any other rock pile in any other cave,

must still be negotiated with care - the reflectors are a guide only.

Many, many thanks to all the divers and non-divers who made

themselves available over the course of the weekend to give some-

thing back to the CDAA. With close to 40 people volunteering their

time over the weekend it has been roughly calculated that well over

200 hours of man power was donated over the weekend, A good job

all round.



erllDa actur staq at

ll ir tl yr',rrs now since the launching of cavedivers.com.au.
lll' sitc was originally conceived to primarily serve as a com-
rnurrication tool between members/directors, and to inform
lhr: qcneral public on some aspects of cave diving.
It has further evolved to be a functional tool to enable mem-
bers/site managers to organise diving, allow online purchas-
es of productt and poll members opinions. Plans for the
future for the site are for it to be more of the "office" of the
CDAA.

Some statistics:
- cavedivers.com.au receives a large amount of
traffic each month:

Monthly Statistics for )uly 2008
- Total Hits: 1 33954
- Total Files: 88735
- Total Pages: 26641
- Total Visits: 5405
-Total Kb Files: 1233856

cavedivers.com.au has a very high Google ranking. lt
(omes up number one in a search for cave divers and also
for cave diving.
cavedivers.com.au has grown from about 70 pages in the
year 2000 to almost 500 pages in 2008.

. 1 000+ emails have been sent through the
cavedivers.com.au email list in the past i2 months.

o ln l2 months in the cavedivers.com.au online store
there have been:
- 94 orders - 88 customers
- over 70,000 clicks in the store - $4,857.00 in sales

o All Tank Cave, Kilsbys, Shaft and Forestry dive bookings
occur through the site.

. Over 1 50 cave diver courses have been advertised on
the site since this facility was offered, and over I 00
student QA forms have been completed online.

. Over 450 member classifieds have been posted.

o Over 1 50 news items have been posted.

. The Photo Gallery section has approx 40 member
contributors and 1 00t of photos.

. The site is intentionally designed as being simple and
non cluttered without non-essential graphics and flash
animations, and is user friendly to the lowest end user
with a 56Kbps dial-up connection.

Just a Bed Lodge
' 6 individual bedrooms, 4 with two single beds and 2 with a double bunk and a single bed.

. Each bed is supplied with mattress cover sheet, pillow, doona & blanket.
Please provide your own linen or linen is available for a small additional cost.

' Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing for a secure area for personal effects.
. Keys will access the front sliding door and your individual bedroom only.

Rates fi=om fi3D pp per night!
. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigeratof two microwaves,

crockery and cutlery, toaster & kettle), kitchen table, lounge area, TV & DVDtvideo.

' 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom with instant hot water shower & vanity.

' Barbeque, seating area and provisions for drying of diving equipment if required.

clean air fills, Nitrox and Trimix is available from Blue Lake Diving nightly.

Contact Suzanne anytime on O4Z7 gg4 7Zg.
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disunce wlthout

iur{acing-6km in 18h' --

cavedluers,com,au . lflebsite from Tony Richardso{

EIlm Memhers
WEEI{END

12 Noon Salurday 0clober
o Comfont lnn, Silverbinch, Mt

18, 2009
Gambien .

Saturday:
r Andrew Cronan - China cave proiect video.

. Richard Harris - Pearse Resurgence 1B()m dive.

. Peter Buzzacott - DAN cave latality paper.

. Craig Larkin - Cave diving photo presentation over atternoon tea.

r Grant Pearse/JDZ - Blue lake/Pics.

Sunday:
o 0xygen Provider course

or Update (costTBA)

Also Member's Swap Meet:
Bring along your old preloved gear to swap or seil during the symposium and

afterwards. Must be personal members' gear, not commercial.

Steve Trewavas, Standards Director
Heike Apps, Business Director

tr"ttii,t:wtt*



NArroNA[ l]uuicT-otts llut't]ltT
r ND OF YEAR 2007-2008

',trr.rrr;llr ,uul llrrily.rrt'what makes the CDAA such a

.,tronri A',',or r,rlrorr. lhore will always be the "knockers"

y,rrr lrrrrw llrr,orrcs who tell the rumours and distort the

l, rr t', I rrrl llr, rl'r wlr,rl rnakes us so diverse. The Association

,rtlr,rr 1., rrllivithr,rls and most of them know how to do it

lr.ttlr or lrow tltings should be run. That's Ok because

tlt,rt',, wll,rt w(,want, input and ideas. Not everyone agrees

wrrlr rrrr' ,Irrl llurt's OK, but maybe it's time some of the
"krror kr,rs" slood in my shoes for a while and took on the

rr,.,lxrrrrilrilily;rnd put up with the abuse.Would it happen?

No w,ry lx'<,ruse it's easy to criticise from a distance and

lrr,ril rrr,rkr,s you strong and somehow increases your

rrrtr,llrr;r'n<r' il seems, because judging by the swipes some

l,rkr,,rl lx)slin(ls they must be the most intelligent people

,rlrvr'. llr,rrrk rltxxlness there is a sober sane group who are

tlr rrr,rlorrly ,rnd these are the ones who keep quiet, which

r,rrr lrr, vory fnrstrating, but when it's important, vote for

wlr,rl llrty w,rrl. We are all here for the diving, aren't we?

lt ,,rr,rrn llr.rl bocause of our open and friendly member-
..lrrp rrrll*, wo lcave ourselves open to gaining members

wlur wr,,lr lo srrr the CDAA abolished or at least shoved in

..orrrr, r l, rrk t orrrur to fade away while their group take con-

Irol llrr,rr' lxr4rlo would tie up our Directorate with so

rrr,rrry rrrk., ll),rl thcy couldn't function, stop spending so

tlr.rt r,vr,ry rcnl was accounted for and voted on by the

nr,rrrlx,r,,lrip. l)o we have a record of wasting money or

rrr, rkrr rr; rr rorrcy 1 All this, in the name of accountability and

lr,rir.,l),rtn(y. l)orr'l be fooled this is nothing new before

nr,,l tur,rrr llrr,rrrirl 90's this same group savaged the

I )rr.r lr)r,rtr, lo lry ,uxl get their way and I doubt that after

rry lr,rr r'. rrp llrly will stop.

Ittr5lNl ss
I [.rI r, A; rgr,. r', lr,, rvirrr; t ts ;ts Business Director after many

v,,.rr,, r rl,r,rvrr l lo llrr, A',srx i,tlion. Heike will remain as the

r Itl\A'.. rr,prr..,r,rrt.rlrvr, rrr lltc ACT and of course will con-

rrilr' lil lr,.r lr ,r', ,r ( l)AA ln',lttt(lor and as a Penetration

I ililt.,r. I /,rIilltr.r llrr.A','rrr i,rliotts littances are amazingly

, 1,,, ,,1 , rrrr I l'r r ',rr yor wtll ln ttttlrtlsst'd with the outcome

.r,1.rrrr llrr', yr',rr Wrllr rrro,l rrl rrlll ll,rylll('lll\ now going on

Irrrr.tl rrr.rl,r",,rrtrlrll ol lttt,tltrt", t',t',it't, lh,lt is as long as

trr.lrlrlr', lrrl llrn n,rrr' ,,tt lltl lr,tttkitlr; ftlrtl and don't

Ir'.rv, r', \^/,rrrlIlltr,; wlt,,;,.ttrl wlr.rl llItkI lr,rs <ontributed

f,, tlrl I r, r'1, i ,tvr.lr ( out',r' .rrrl t , r ttttlttlly rkrirrtl lhtl final

,.rlil l,,r rrrr. ,rrr llr, trlw l'r'tllt,rlloll l'tot;t,tttt llttrlry and

I'rvv' r l'{,irl ll|tl., 1r,ry" .r 1,,,,,1'lrr';x't lo rLr tl,tl,t |ttlty.

lr,rl.rrr,, llr lr,,',[, ,rtrrl ;rtr",r'ttl lltrttt lo lltc Atttlilttts.

Tammy Beattie has been doing this for about 5 years now

STANDARDS
Steve Trewavas has served tvvo years as Standards

Director and has achieved more than any other Standards

Director that I can remember. Steves dedication and work

has meant many changes and updates to our courses and

manuals. Being a Director takes more than just doing the

job! lt takes an overall interest in all aspects and dealings

of the Association and having Steve there to bounce ideas

off, to calm the waters and to draw on his calm logic has

been a great benefit to me and the other Directors. Last

years AGM was one of the best attended and the amount

of speakers and quality of presentations were overwhelm-

ing. This year will be another excellent AGM with guest

speakers organised by Steve again including an overseas

guest that should really get us talking. Make sure you are

there! Working on editing of the new Penetration Course

Power Point Presentation and the student manual has

been a major.iob that has taken me months to complete

and Steves input has been fantastic. Recently we saw him

organise the sidemount workhop and his ananging of the

members State meetings and lnstructor meetings has been

superb. Working with Steve is Stan Bugg who acts as

Quality Control officer and Andrew Higgins who looks after

lnstructor records. Having to suspend after lnvestigating

members is not a nice iob but it comes with the territory

and he does it with the interests of the CDM in mind' I

believe that we have seen an evolution in the Association

which in my time started with Max Marriott and his course

formats, followed by George Yana who took on the tough

calls and started making lnstructors accountable by chang-

ing the courses and Standards. This baton has been lifted

by Steve Trewavas who has pushed for higher standards

and quality from our members and lnstructors. Ihe intro-

duction of the Deep Cavern Course and soon the new

Penetration Program will be the result of Steves leadership.

PUBLICATIONS and RECORDS

Terri Allen seems to have been in this job since time

began. How can we forget the days when it took weeks to

get a card. When it took forever to get materials and if you

wanted to buy something..,.good luck! The internet sure

has made things better and with her and Tony Richardsons

input, our web site was established and still continues to

be the main source of information for members and the

public. Looking after Products for Teni, is Helen Higgins

who has made a huge effort with this Office new products

are sought and approved and Helens ability has not gone

un-noticed as she is now standing for Business Director.

Michael Kelly served Terri well setting up the fastest turn
around with membership cards the Association has ever

witnessed then along came Jason Caldwell. ls this some sort

of competition guys? Jason has revamped with Tenie's

approval the cards and a number of CDAA materials; his

office is like a whirlwind working all hours. I pity the next

Membership records Officer who has to try and match this

output. I think Teni has the biggest job and maybe in the

future this directorate may need to be divided. Don't forget

thatTerri also looks after Guidelines and this is or can be a

nightmare. David Bryant looks after the printing and the col-

lating but Terri puts it all together and gets it into the

envelopel prints the address labels, sticks them on, sorts

out the post codes and then takes them to the post office

spends her money for us and then claims it back later. For all

of us that have done this with a thousand Guidelines we

know just how hard this is. Ananging meetingt organising

printing, commenting on issues and giving input into the
running of the CDAA is all in a days work.

SITE

Gary organised a clean up day again at Hells Hole and

with a large group (which is a change and everyone appre-

ciates their effort) managed to make access easier at some

of the sites. lddelbiddy is now easier with the new platform

inside that Kelvyn built and installed and I believe the lad-

der makes it a lot easier to get into the water: Craig Larkin

looks after Kilsbys access and this site is now possibly tak-

ing over from Tank cave as the most dived cave. Noel Dillon

continues year after year to look after the bookings at Tank

Cave and his dedication is appreciated. The Shaft access

officer is Linda Claridge for normal diving and Steve

Trewavas for Tri-mix dives.

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

My time is taken up daily with the running of the

Association, What I thought would be a few hours a week
'I 0 years ago has turned into 3 or 4 hours a day - everyday.

lf it's not a Landowner problem or a member doing the

wrong thing it's an lnstructor acting in their best interest not

ours.As Nat Dir I get involved with all aspects ofthe running

of the Association and the Directors consult me about the

majority of decisions. I take the job seriously and I follow the

Constitution to the letter: This may not always be to others

interpretation it seems but that's because our Constitution

needs to be read conectly because there are many areas

that contradict or confuse the reader. lt would be more pro-

fessional if members who thought that some great wrong

had been committed actually asked for an interpretation so

that they understood why the Directors acted in a certain

way, instead of sounding off on the members email list. Just

because we are Directors it doesn't mean we don't have

compassion and feelings towards members or situations

that occur. The recent investigation of an office bearer was

very distressing, but it is part of the job and you have to

accept the good and the bad. Why is it that members who

feel wronged can't follow the system like we have to?

Threatening legal action just damages the standing of the

CDAA in the eyes of our insurers and the recent call to

attend the offices of their Lawyers testifies to that.

lnsurance fees went up this year thanks to the two threats

made during the yea[ nothing has come of them but that

still means there is a risk and the lnsurers make us pay for
it. Ihat's your money - wastedl As many would know I

rewrote with help, the Cavern Sinkhole Course and it is now

the Deep Cavern Course with new Standards and require-

ments. Even though we originally held an lnstructors meet-

ing for input where we received three sets of minutes and

none agreed with the other, even though we set up an inde-

pendent committee led by John Van Derleest to look into the

findings and to comment on the information through inter-

views with lnstructors who attended and some who didn't.

Even though legal and insurance counsel was sought there

are some who still don't accept the fact that this is the what
the majority of members want and it's approved by our

lnsurers Lawyers plus it meets training as laid down by

Standards Australia in applicable areas. We now have a

course that matches or exceeds any similar course in the

world, but there are still a few instructors that refuse to

change. My regrets to our new members who have been

subjected to outdated ideas and a non CDAA Course

because you probably don't even know! Cunently I am

waiting on the final editing ofthe Penetration PPP and stu-

dent notes and once this is completed it will go into print

and copies of the PPP burnt for all examiners. This has taken

the best part of 12 months to do and it has only been fin-
ished after input from many lnstructors and office bearers.

Next will be the completion of the Cave Course, work has

already begun on this project. Max Marriott you will see has

been appointed the lnstructor Advocate and is available

should any lnstructor wish to bring any ideas or complainb

forward but don't feel like speaking to the Directors.

Remember, it's eledion time for two
Directorates and a number of changes to the
Constitution, your vote is important so please take
the time and make the effort to have your say.

Clear wate; new caves and good

fun what more could we ask for in

2008-2009.

Warrick McDonald

CDAA National Director.
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I lrr,;r. rrr,rrry ol yort ,rto planning to attend this years

/\rrrrrr,rl (,r,rrr,r,rl M('('lrr(1. We have a fantastic line up of
[,,r] lrrr,,,r,nl(.r,, llrrs yr'.tr indicative that we have had an

r,,rr.;rtr,rrr,rlly r;rxxl yr',rr in cave exploration. I am very

1rlr.,r.,r'rl lrr ,rrror/r)((\ that Michael Waldbrenner of the
Irrr.1rr,,rr K,rrsl Pl,rirr Project (EKPP) will be our keynote
.,;r,.,rLlr lor llrt' rortference. Michael and his team hold

wrrril rr,rrrrls irr rave exploration and hold the end of the
Irrrr. rrr rrr,rrry r,rvcs in Europe. Perhaps most notably in the

l)rlrx l)r,( oly almost 6000m in length, water temp 15C, at
.r rlr.pllr ol /0rn, surpassing Olivier lslers record by more

tlr,rrr l',00rrr. Much of the equipment required to extend

rlrvr, lrrrils lr,rs been fashioned and built by Michael himself

,rrrrl lrir lt',rnr. Michael is very accomplished in cold water
rl.,r';r r,rvo diving and is enthusiastic about sharing his

knowledge and encouraging cave

divers all over the world. Please see

the advertisement within this isue for details.

MOTION TO CHANGE HALL OF FAME
To the Business Director and other Directors and members o{ the Cave Divers Association. Please consider these changes to
the Hall of Fame as in the past the Hall of Fame and Life Membership has been dysfunctional due to having to have 20% of
the total membership vote and as we all know we are lucky to get a few members vote on changes. 5o therefore Li{e

Members and Hall Of Fame members are not acknowledged in any way and members do not know who is a li{e Member?
Please find this letter as notification in accordance the constitution notification.

36. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION to the Constitution for the Hall of Fame and Life membership per the
amendments to the Constitution

35. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

1. The Constitution of the Asibciation can be amended by postal ballot with the results announced at the
Annual General Meeting.

2. The Constitution can also be amended at a Special General Meeting or by a motion raised by the National Committee
provided that such business is conducted in accordance with the provision set out in the Constitution.

3. Except for where expressly provided the Constitution can be amended by duly proposed and seconded proposal
in writing to the Business Director at least forty-five (45) days prior to the Annual General Meeting.
The Business Director must notify each member in writing of the proposed amendment(s) at least thirty (30) days prior
to the Annual General Meeting. No voting on Constitutional amendments will be accepted from the {loor at the Annual
General Meeting. The result of any ballot must be announced at the Annual General Meeting. The Business Director
must give notice to all members in writing of the duly passed amendments within ninety (90) days and amendments
will come into effect seven (7) days after such notice is posted.

Please amend the section of the Life Menberchip section (10)

10. LIFE MEMBERSHIP

4. Motions for life membership will be carried provided 20% of eligible members vote in {avor of the motion.
change to:
4) Motions for life membership will be carried provided 70% of the votes received from members plus 2 Directors

vote in favour of the motion.

Please amend the section Hall ol Fame sedion (98)
98. HALL OF FAME section (5)

5) Motions for Hall of Fame membership will be carried provided 20% of eligible members vote in favour of the motion.
change to:
5) Motions for Hall of Fame membership will be carried provided 51 % of votes received by the Returning Officer vote

in favour of the motion.

Please amend the section ol the DEFINITIONS

To read

(11) LM to indicate a life member who has been granted full membership
(I2) HFM Hall of Fame to mean someone voted into the Hall of Fame

Please include the section (13); 04; fi5) of part of the Hall of Fame conditions sect on (13); 04; 05).

To read
(13) All life members are automatically indoctrinated to Hall of Fame membership but will have (LM) status added to

their name on the Rostrum

(14) Special visitor membership can qualify an individual for "Hall of Fame" membership subject to meeting
CDAA Constitution "Hall of Fame" 9b

(15) Life Members in the Hall of Fame are to be differentiated with a li{e membership abbreviation LM

Please amend the section of the DUTIES OF THE PUBLICATIONS AND RECORDS DIRECIOR section (12)
'12). Will maintain the website
change to:
'12). Will maintain the website and display the Hall of Fame Rostrum in all Guidelines and in a National Diving Magazine

or Journal once a year.

Proposed by: Max B Marriott CDAA #1 268 Seconded by: Heike Apps CDA.A #2776

For the first time in many years I have organised state

meetings in September in an effort to hear from more

members about what direction and expectations they have

of the association. Additionally instructor meetings were

held in each state covering a number of training and stan-

dards issues. The new penetration program is to be

released in October incorporating video demonstration of
core skills. I see this advancement as significant to our new

direction in course material. We are also working on a

video page on our website. This allows members to log in

and upload their own caving video's to our site utilising the

YouTube facility. I envisage short training videos will be

added by the instructor core for members to refresh

their awareness and promote increasingly advanced

skills.

Following on from this was the appointment of a

number of motivated state representatives who have

been tasked at a local level with regard to promoting

awareness of our sport. lf any of you wish to have

someone talk about cave diving at any of your local

dive clubs or other appropriate venues please contact

your local area representative. State representatives

have also been tasked to try and obtain information

on additional local cave dives. lf any of you know of

suitable sites we would appreciate the inlormation in

an attempt to take on a more national focus for the

association.
The introduction of the Quality Control form and

the monitoring of that by Stan Bugg has given us far

more insight into our course content and instructor

skill level, I am pleased to note that both are well

regarded in the norm. Students have identified con-

tent in areas that we are addressing at present.

We have been working for many months on amal-

gamating our membership databases in an effort to
bring Online Banking to the membership. Once

established, CDM fee payment will become simpler.

I had hoped to have CDAA course fees and electron-

ic training material electronic by now but this has

proved more complicated than initially anticipated

on a software front.
I have enjoyed my time as Standards Director for

the past term, I wish Linda Claridge well in her nom-

ination and thank all of the members who have

assisted me during mytime in office.
Steve Trewavas

\t I'llMlil lt /{x)/ I'A(rl .ll) SEPTEMBER 2OO8 . PAGE 21

x Bauer
Built 1

I htw modllled a
ootnw,[/ot , the Petror,@iial&,!
o.n b. changed over forll6iii.&:!Is(

. Clean Air ServiCi,ng::i:::ir:::::l:it:::l::i::

. Scuba High Pressure Compressor
Repairs & Maintenance

. Bauer -Trained service Mechanic

Certlllcate No, 121 206158

contact; Poter Gronln (seaford, Vlc)

CLEAN AIR SERVICING
0409 009 149 or 03 9776 9249



NOMINATION TO HALL OF FAME
Daar Dlrectorc

RE: Hall of Fame Nomination for Max Marriott

I first met Max Marriott at Glenelg Scuba South Australia 20 years ago when I first did my
Professional Association of Scuba Divers Open Water course. Max Marriott always was the encouraging
factor in my continuing education of scuba diving and I continued on to be a PADI Divemaster and
Master Scuba diver.

Not long after meeting Max he asked if I was interested in fresh water diving in Mt Gambier; it was
obvious from then he was a very keen cave diver. Over the years, Max and I always ended up talking
about cave diving and me doing a Cave Divers Association Australia course but I wasn't that keen as I

was always busy with my Diving Charter boat. Max would always wear his Cave Divers Association
paraphernalia whenever he was diving off my charter boat and was always encouraging others at every
opportunity to do a Cave Divers Association Australia dive course.

Finally in 200'l Max Marriott convinced me to participate in a CDAA Cavern / Sinkhole programme. I

struggled on the "in water skills" part of the Cavern and Sinkhole course but Max Marriott encouraged
me to continue and I finished the course and passed. I went on to complete a Cave programme in 2005

and then a Penetration programme in 2006, each time growing in confidence and enthusiasm. Max
Marriott was one of the Penetration programme instructors and I feel if it wasn't for Max Marriott I

would have never become a Cave Divers Association member and keen cave diver.

I nominate Max Marriott for the Cave Divers Association Hall of Fame for several reasons being the
amount of people he turned on to and taught to Cave dive, his passion for the association, and love for
the sport, his professionalism when talking about the Cave Divers Association and his professionalism

when Cave lnstructing and as an office bearer when he was Standards Director in 2003 - 2004.

Max Marriott always had time to talk with all Cave Diver Association Members or divers wanting to
learn about cave diving, offering his encouragement and support. Max Marriott is Mr CDAA to me and
many other divers in this South Australia. I believe Max Marriott has been instrumental in helping
build the Cave Divers Association to be the strong recognised training agency that it is today.

The Cave Divers Association will never be able to fill the shoes that Max Marriott will leave when he
decides to retire from Cave lnstructing and eventually Cave Diving.

Proposer: Grant Sommer CDAA #3523

Seconder: Warrick McDonald CDAA #1882

BALLOT PAPER 2OO8 I PRECIS

NOMINATED POSITIOruS

FOR 2008t2009
NOMINATION FOR STANDARDS DIRECTOR

Linda Claridge - CDAA 2214

I have been a member of the CDAA since completing my f irst cavern course in 1990 and am quite
passionate about cave diving. Between '1990 and 1994 I worked my way up from Cavern to
Penetration level diver and also expanded my knowledge of the caves by assisting on mapping and
research projects along the way. I have participated in mapping at Black Hole, Bullocks, Pines and in
Vanuatu and more recently, the big Blue Lake and the Picaninnie Pond projects.

I have along the way had the pleasure of cave diving and undertaking further training courses in
areas such as Florida, Wales, England and Vanuatu - each offering different and uniqu experiences,
but all have the same connecting force - cave diving.

I held the position of Records Officer between 1994 - 2000, and currently am access co-ordinator
for the Shaft.

I became an instructor with the CDAA in 1997 and have had the pleasure of working with and
learning from many of our past great instructors. Through these diving and mapping projects and
during my time as an lnstructor I have developed a thorough understanding of both our teaching
and general member standards. lt is with this experience in mind that I now feel that I have the
knowledge, the experience and the enthusiasm to nominate for the position of Standards Director.

I plan to actively work towards more face to face meetings for both instructors and directors alike
and honest communication with the members.

Proposer: Michelle Boyle CDAAM273

Seconder: Michael O'Brien CDAA M274
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BALLOT PAPER 2OO8 I PRECIS BALLOT PAPER 2OO8 I PRECIS

NOMINATED POSITIOIV5 N O IVI I N AT E D POSITIOIV5

FOR 2008t2009 FOR 200812009

NOMINATION FOR STANDARDS DIRECTOR

Steve Trewavas - CDAA 3095

I was initially invited onto the directorate due to the unforeseen resignation of George Yarra. ln
effect I have served out a little more than half of George's original term. What I hoped to bring
to the Directorate at that time was a solid level of commonsense and a modern approach to div-

ing, training and managing the association. I trust that I have displayed this in my dealings with
those members I have come in contact with during my term in office. I stand for an impartial

alternative to the usual instructor based directorate.

Although we come from many backgrounds and have mixed abilities, concerns and passions it is

apparent to me that we need to be independently equally well represented by the CDAA. I

strive to ensure the decisions I make are made in the best interest of the association, despite any

personal preferences or prejudices I may have.

I have been fortunate enough to have dived and travelled extensively through many caving

regions all over the planet. I continually strive to improve my personal diving abilities, profes-

sionalism and knowledge. lt is this experience and rounded appreciation of our sport that I wish

to integrate into our association.

lf elected back into office, I wish to introduce a more modern approach to communicating mate-

rial and training ideas to members. I am also passionate about building our AGM conferences up

to be indicative of the enthusiasm I see in the divers of our association.

Proposer: Mischa Temple CDAA M041

Seconder: Jason Caldwell CDAA M274

NOMINATION FOR BUSINESS DIRECTOR

Helen Higgins - CDAA 3067

l've been a member since 1997 and have held the role of Products' Officer for over two years.

ln that time I have expanded and improved the product range and introduced an online shop for
members' convenience. I am very passionate and committed to the CDAA; I conduct myself in a

professional manner and would be an exemplary representative.

I have rallied openly and behind the scenes giving constructive criticism to the Directorate voicing

members'concerns and offering positive suggestions for improving accountability and leading to
more transparent processes.

My commitment continues to be improving these processes and ensuring consistency in decision

making. I believe this would lead to a more cohesive Directorate and bring about better trust and

respect from the members. As an independent member, not associated with the industry professionally

and bringing with me a fresh approach, I believe I can best serve the members and help increase

membership value. As the CDAA income from membership fees and levies have exceeded our

expenditure for many years resulting in a very large accumulation of funds.

I propose removal of the Kilsby's levy, and, if funds still continue to accumulate, a review of
membership fees.

My strengths are my organisational skills, my ability to tackle a problem and to see it through to
resolution and my independence and strength in putting my own opinions forward without buckling

under pressure or personal attack. I believe these skills would serve me and the membership well in

my role as Business Director.

Nominated by: Tony Richardson CDAA #641

Seconded by: Nick Cumberland CDAA#3295

I

l

I
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Sr'ni llurricT()tt's llliponT
il Plr MBER 2008.

Wnll lrr,rr, wr, ,uc .rgain, another year gone by

wlllr lol,, ol rlivirrq lxring done in the CDAA sites. As

wr,ll tlrr,rr, lr,rs lxt'n diving in many other sites over

1,r,, ,r,, wcll. Wc have also had divers going to
1,r,,,,y ,rrrrlWA lo sample their sites.

Wr, urw hirvo state Reps in most states and

wrrrrkl likr, lo wclcome them on board. They are Qld
Irrrr lr,,rlonby, Vic - lan Taylor; ACT - Heike Apps.

Wo lro;l' thcsc people can lift our profile in these

,rrr,,r,, ,urrl c;rn be a source of contact into dive sites

llr,rl rrr,ry exist in their areas" 5o if you are going

nrl('r,,t,rl(, qivc them a call and they might be able

lo lrolp.

ll i., ,rlso good to see the rain is starting to fall
wrtlr llrt'silrs receiving good rainfalls and the water
t, rl rk, r, ri,,irrr; irr the right direction and of course less

nrr(l\ lo rlirnb at the shaft is a good thing - |

llrorrr;lrl lor ,r while I would have to buy a longer

l,r lrI,r.

Al,,o rrrr llrc diving front it was good to see Jason
( ,rklwr,ll .rrrrl Steve on their China expedition. Also

lll,work irr Pics is going well with Harry JDZ, Grant

ll,,r((i, llrl(,r Horne, lan Lewis, Ken Smith, Linda
( l,rritklt' ,rrrd rrryself finding out more info about
l'rr., lilll' stxrt-ts" More from the project as it
rrrrkrkl,,. llrr,rc has been lots of action on the
Nrrll,rrlror this ycar with many new divers making

lo,rrl ll,rll, ,r qrt';rl achievement by all. But the best

rrrrr.,t lx, llrr, r'xlcnsion of Cocklebiddy by Craig
t lr,rl[,1r, ll)/, ll,rrry;rnd all others who were on the
ttt;r (,,lroukl lrr' ,r rlroat AGM with all the stories and

plrnlo,, lrotr llrosr, lrips). Bad luck story must go to
ll,rrry ,rnI Kr,rr wlro lost all of their gear and their 4

WD on the way back when the 4WD caught fire at
Nundroo on the way home from Cocklebiddy. Lets

hope you can recover some of the things you both
lost in the fire guys.

There are also others doing work around the
Mount, both under water and above with
University's taking water samples from different
sites and some possum trapping being done out at
Hells Hole and other places.

Just some reminders, please make sure you

adhere to access requirements and if not sure

check with guidelines or with me. Please remem-

ber for those heading to the Nullarbor that access

conditions now dictate that no bolting is to be

done there.

There have been major works at Engelbrechts in

the way of landscaping and the lowering of fences

around the hole. We need to make sure gates at
properly locked and the flag displayed when diving.

At Kilsbys there is only to be the booked CDAA

divers on the site - no others are permitted to be on

the property at all. This is an insurance issue as

you can well understand.

Over the year we have done some improvements

to many sites to help make entry and exit from

these sites a little easier. This will of course be

ongoing as land owners permit this to happen.

I must also thank the site access people in Noel

Dillon for his work sorting out tank cave divers and

guideg Linda Claridge for her work with the Shaft

and Craig Larkin who handles all the Kilsbys book-

ings - it is most likely the most used site in the
Mount at the moment.

The next year will be busy I am sure, with new

directors coming on line and lots of new ideas for
the CDAA. Make sure you vote who you would like

to take you fonryard in the next term.

Lock in the AGM date and if it is anything like last

year it is going to be great with lots of things in line

for this meeting.

On closing if there are any

issues on any thing at all please

give me a call.

See you in the Silt,

Gary Barclay

Publications and Records Director Annual Report
ferri AIIen

Mcmbership
We finished off this financial year with over 820 members up a little on last few years (last

year 799).

This was balanced with about 100 new members coming in while we lose a bit less than that
Gach year. A good distribution of members across all states. Hopefully the appointment of
lome new state reps will help boost membership in the lower membership states. I will pro-

Vlde a more detailed ieport of the membership breakdown and demographics at the AGM.

Guidelines
We have been blessed with many great articles from overseas and local as well as photos.

Thanks to Peter, Harry, Ag and Ken for your regular contributions. David has taken over

lOoking after advertising, designing ads, and invoicing. We have changed to an annual sys-

tem and this has made it easierto invoice and chase up bills. We have covered around half

the costs of Guidelines with advertisinS ($7,500). Thanks also to the team at Ocean Divers

Jane, Sara and Benson for assisting with mail outs and now storage of files.

Products
Helen has done a stirling job on products with increased sales, on line shop and product

news as well as offering many new products.

Look out for the new stickers, jackets, t shirts and DVDs.

Website
Please see Tony's report in this Guidelines on the webpage. lt has received many new hits.

Many improvements with the on line shop, on-line bookings, historical section and on line
polling. Steve, Jason, Tony and I have also worked on the new on-line membership which

will tie in with renewals in future.

Publications
We have almost completed the Deep Cavern theory and the Penetration notes and slides.

Cave will be next as well as the general standards.

Goneral Directorate
A number of investigations were completed and unfortunately are still ongoing.

List of changes to CDAA Regulations September 2008:
l. Changed date on front page to September 2008 and in footer

). 1.1.'1.3 added ..,each member must read and comply

l, 1.4.1changed to ...and must have a CDAA full member as a sponsor

4. 1.4.13 Added in new point. A diver holding a Special Visitors permit must
get access and dive with a full CDAA members of the same or higher rating

'r. 1.4.14 A diver holding a Special Visitors permit must dive with a full CDAA
member for the first dive in every site
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SrrH llurucr(lu's ltupotrr
,UNE 2008. (full version on website)

lll ,rr;,rirr, fuly, llrl yr..rr is slipping away - along with the water level

,rrourrri Murrnl O,rrnbicr it seems. This is not new though as there has

lrr,rr,r /rrr rlrop in lhewatertablesince l920with 3 of theselrom 1998

lrll r0w, lJnlorlunately there is little we can do about this except be

( {)n\o0u\ 0r your use and continue the chase. lNterestly this drop in the

w,rlr,r l,rblr is also reflective of rainfall leveh in this time as well.

Wr havc heen busy with the installation of more kitting up tables and

rl,rrr,rirl cloanups in the area, I mu$ say a very BIG thanksyou to all

tllrsl who took the trme out to help with this so that others can have it

,r littlo hit easier. Trevor Wynniat lrom Fore$ry SA must be thanked for

lris support over the weekend also.

Thore has been some very interefing research work been done in the

hig Blue Lake organised by Grant Pearce and an ongoing mapping proj-

cct in Pics. This has necesitated some deep dives but at this stage this

will not be the norm, Please remember that in Picaninnie Ponds still has

a 36.5M MAXIMUIVI DEPTH LllVllT in place, Rangers will continue to

monitor that this is being adhered to. Recently some very obvious

'sneak' dives have been noted and reported. lt was obvious as when

the legal team were swimming home through the pond the illegal team

swam passed them and wavedl Clearly these were not CDAA divers but

discusions after the dive verified that they knew that they weren't sup-

posed to be in there but that they couldn't see the harm in it. 0n the

State Rep front we would like to wekome Jeff Swann from Danvin. He

will be listed as the contact person for this area, As there are a few sites

up that way and Jeff has been around for a while he will be a great

source of local info if you are heading up that way. We also have Mark

Jobbins in NSW and Peter Buzzacott in WA who are both very useful

fi6t contacts regarding the CDAA and /or cave diving in their areas.

Thanks guys for the work that you do.

0n the CDAA politics side of things we have voting coming up again

s0 you need t0 start thinking about who you want as your voice in the

CDAA. l\4aybe you want t0 think about throwing your hat into the

ring, , , lt can be a little frustrating at times but very rewarding to be

putting something back for the CDM. lf you ever have a question,

query 0r request please give me a call on 0407 527 921 or email me on

Garinda@bigpond.com and I will try and sort it out. This is our CDM!

Ihink wisely and make your vote count at the CDAA,

Just on a final note I would like to set the record straight aboutthe

story in the last Guidelines aboutWookey Cave (notWookey Hollow) -

See you at the sites, Gary Barclay

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED

END OF FINANCIAL YEAR STATEMENTS
ABN 65 062259956

IRADING ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 2008 (provisional)

2008 note

SALES:

eDAA Products

lnstruction Materials

LESS COST OF 5ALE5:

OPENING STOCK:

eDAA Products

lnstruction Materials

Members Manuals

ADD PURCHASES:

CDAA Products
lnstruction Materials

Members Manuals

LESS CLOSING STOCK:

eDAA Products

Irrstruction Materials

Members Manuals

TOTAL COST OF SALES:

CDAA Products
lrrstruction Materials
Members Manuals

GROSS TRADING PROFIT (LOSS):

CDAA Products

lrrstruction Materials
Members Manuals

LESS POSTAGE:

LDAA Products

lrrstruction Materials

NET PROFIT (LOSS):

( DAA Products
Irrstruction Materials
Mcmbers Manuals

2

2

2005

$s,436.60 $S,OZO.OS

$9,740.00 $7,778.00

$s,449.32 $O,r SS.ZS

$2,414.24 $3,211.00

$s,614.48 $+,ZrO.OO

$3,046.67 $1,692.94

$8,818.44 $r,:+r.:S
$313.82 $1,279.00

$4,4s8.8s $s,449.32

$2,000.00 $2,414.24

$s,000.00 $s,614.48

$4,037.14 $2,403.37

59,232.68 $2,1 38.1 1

$928.30 $374.52

$1,3ee.46 $0fl.2e
$s07.32 $s,639.89

($e28.30) ($374.s2)

$174.3;
$8s.2s

$273.09

$1,399.46 $s32.03

$tzz.gt $s,:00.40
($e28.30) ($374.s2)

$e,es9.60
$7,s32.00

$6,34s.3e

$2,ooo.oo

$4,s00.00

$7,868.61

$1,s66.46
$44s.so

$7,774.60

$0,+:9.+o
$s,soo.+o

$4,e4s.so

$3,s20.20

$r,gos.s+
($4,e4s.so)

$szz.as
$zt s.os

$2,947.3s
$3,7s0.49

($4,94s.s0)

2007

$10,712.30

$6,6ss.oo

$4,4s8.8s
$2,000.00

$s,000.00

$7,994.28

$3,087.62

$301.9s

$6,34s.39
$2,000.00

$4,soo.oo

$5,107.74

$3,087.62

$801.9s

$+,oo+.so

$3,s67.38
($801.es)

$ss6.33

$s09.34

$4,048.23

$:,osa.o+
($801.es)

2006

CI}AA I'II(}I}[JCTS
NEW DVD!... Wookey Exposed - DVD $35
Beneath the Mendip hills of Southern England lies a cave system that has challenged explorers since
lhs earliest times, and continues to do so today. Cave men were the first to explore the darkness of Wookey Hole
roiu:ltincr as lar as the lourth chamber. Subsequent generations of explorers have now pushed the known cave to \
lxryortd lhe twenty fifth chamber. As one of the UK's most popular show caves the public can venture as far as the ninth
r:lr;rttrlx:r, but from this point onwards much of the cave lies undenruater and is the sole domain of the cave divers.

NEW HOODIES!... Hoodies. $7O
W;rrrrr , lr;rrrl wcaring fleece fabric in black with embroidered logo on the front and Cave Divers Association of
nlr;lr;rh;r orrrlrroidered across the back. Available in S, M, L, XL and XXL_

NEW JACKETS!... Tiekka Jacket - $125
()rlr,r loo",, l)olycstershell withheatsealedseams. lnner: 100%Anti pill micro{leecelining.Winterweight
w,rl,,r l,r.()l lir;kol nt black. High wind collar, hiding a zippered seam-sealed hood with adjustable drawstrings.
',rr,rp rIrwrr :;lorrrr ll;rp with 6 matching buttons for added wind protection, over zippered front.2 Way Iront
1,, ,, 11,,1', A,llrilirlrk:rir;twstring around waist and bottom. Elasticised/snap down sleeve cuff with an adjustable
l,rlr lrr,rl,,rll,rlrl rr()niur(l womenof varioussizes.Zipperedinsideleftbreastpocket.Featuringembroidered
tltAAl,,rtr,,rr(loitvr) I)ivorsAssociationof Australiaembroideredacrosstheback.

NEw LOG BOOI( FOLDER!... Embroidered log book folder.935
"lvlr"lr 

rIrr,rlrl. r:,rv|rr;rllrwrnrl you to keep yourpractical records safe. Featuring the CDAA logo embroidered
,,tr llr,, lt,,trl r,,vlt

NEw $TICKERS!-.- Round sticker and bumper sticker. $l each
l].,w rl,!',rtr !|ililr1'.lr( l\r'r lr,,rlililil(lOl)AA logo overa line arrow. Also, bumperstickerfeaturing cave diving
l,lnl,,. l,V I r!!,rrr { lt,ullx,rl,tll
I,,vt.w,,t ,rt,l.rllrr'',r,,r ,rrryollrlr ;rrorlur;ls, I)leasevisittheonlinestoreorusetheorderforminGuidelines.

IiI ( iN I II)IJ. III t EN HIGGINS, CDAA PRODUCTS.
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.( NVI I)IVIRS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED - ABN 65 062 259 956
5IN I I MI NI OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 2OO8 CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED - ABN 65 062 259 956

BALANCE SHEET AS AT JUNE 30 2OO8 (provisional)

2OO8 note 2OO7 2006
ASSETS
( urrent Assets
N,rtional Australia Bank cheque account

N,rtional Australia Bank Common Fund

I ){,htors - advertising
l'r l,payments
( [)AA Products stock

Irrstruction Materials stock

Mcmbers Manuals stock

Iotal Current Assets

Non-Current Assets
l'roperty, Plant & Equipment

lcss accumulated depreciation
5itc Development

Icss accumulated depreciation
{)llice equipment

lcss accumulated depreciation

fotal Non-Current Assets

rIIEMIIEE 2008 note 2oo7 2006 2oos
INCOME:
CDAA Products net income
CDAA lnstruction Materials net income

Membership fees
Non Active Memberships
lnstructor's membership fees
Late membership fees
Jolnlng and rating upgrade fees
Nltrox endorsement fees
Trimix and Rebreather endorsements
Guidelines advertising income
Tank Cave Fees

30th Anniversary Dinner receipts
Grants and donations received
Fines

Visitor Permits
Penetration course receipts
lnterest income

$2,947.3s
$3,7s0.49

$s1,034.s0
$ 1,71 s.oo

$ 1,480.00

$3,1 9s.oo

$4,440.00
$7r 0.00

$490.00
i7,675.00

$'t3,777.00_

$930.0;
$ 1 0,8s0.00

$ 1 6,023.s4

$4,048.23
$3,0s8.04

$48,98r.s0
$ 1,08s^oo

$ 1,230.00

$3,7Bo.oo
$4,02o.oo

$660.00
$1,020.00
$s,sso.oo

$ 1 3,880.00

$16.00

$s00.00
$ 10,7s0.00

$11,714.48

51,39e.46
$332.97

$46,8ss.00
$ 1,43s.00

$1,o4o.oo
$2,790.00
$s,s60.oo

$s00.00

$ s.142.00

$8,440.00

$1 15.00

$16,6s0.0;
58,784.74

$s32.03
$s,366.80

542,743.00
$ 1, l3s.oo
$ 1,720.00

$2,21s.00
$4,440.00

$s60.00

$4.0s0.00
$8,140.00

$16s.00

$293.00
$9,900.00
57,s22.29

$10,612.43

$27s,81 9,04

$7,5oo.oo

$1 8,790.96

$7,774.60
--

$320,497.03

$23,060.43

$240,819.04

$4,o7o.oo

$6,34s.39

$2,000.00

$4,soo.oo

$280,794.86

't0

5

11

2005

$19,807.79 $7,720.70

$208,819.04 $190,01 1.76

- $8,2so.oo

$4,458.8s $s,449.32

$2,000,00 $2,414.24

$5,000.00 $s,614.48

$240,08s.68 $219,450.s0

$7,1 69.63
($7,1 6e.63)

$11,167.32
($1,943.84)

$17,922.s9
($17,922.s9)

$9,223.48

$7,1 69.63
($7, 1 69.63)

$ 1 0,3s2.79
($88s.67)

$17,922.s9
($ 1 6,667.44)

910,722.27

$7,169.63
($7,1 69.63)

$6,s44.43

$17,922.s9
($1s,173.74)

$9,293.28

$7,169.63
($7,1 6e.63)

Yq,+zt.si
($14,204.29)

$223.30

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSEST

Accounting and audit fees
Bank fees
Computer expenses
Credit facility fees
Govt, financial taxes
Gi'fts & Donations
Depreciation expense
Fundraising
CDAA Liability lnsurance

Members Manuals
Postage
Port Office Box Fees

Prlntlng and Stationery
Pcnetratlon course disbursements
Resarrch and Mapping

$119,017.88

$2,294.s0
$4s9.80

599s.s8

Szoo.oo
$2,313.32

$ 1 3,882.00

$4,94s.s0
$3s7.4s
$1 64.s0

$5s3.6s
$s,1 oo.oo

$4,961.00
$1,2s6.94

$ 1 s,396.70

$2,663.8;

$ 1 s,400.00

$2,096.51
$2,s71.s0

$1 10,293.2s

$2,263.73
$444.20

$ t, t gs.:+

' 
s r:g.oo

$2,379.37

$20,141.00
$801.9s
$136.35
$424.00
5434.76

$9,9s0.00

$4,961.00
$1,s01.03

$8,2s0.00

$2,371.3s

$1,737.37
$ 1 s,433.00

$2,'174.78

$5s0.80
$s62.70

$99,044.17

$ 1,87s.00

$41s.43

$90s.22
$8,1 0

$s92.26
$969.4s

522,119.02
$928.30
$620.7s
$7s9.40
$694.87

$1 s,033.s8

$11.00

$8,2s0.0;
522.18

$2,346.00
$463.01

$1 r,660.00
$1,s01.27

5790.34
$1,478.83

$88,782.12

$1,87s.00
$449.40
$134.72
5642.s\

$74.60

$636.04
$240.00

$22,304.29
$374.s2
$379.98
$817.s8
$441.s9

$1 0,700.00

$212.10
$497.78

$87.62

$8,2s0.00
5273.29

$2,s37.96

$1s,191.00
$2,032.22

$4M.23
$s99.00

$329,720.s1 9291,s'.t7.13

$28,s20.00

$24s.00

$44o.oo

$3,081.6s

$t,soo.oo
$1,s00,00

$3s,286.5s

$3s.00

$10,240.00

$5,870.00

$1,930.00

$52o.oo

$140.oo

$14o.oo

$140.00

$70.00

$7o.oo

$19,1s5.00

$249,378.95

$27,r40,oo

$10s.00

$44o.oo

$ 1,200.00

$3,750.00

$32,635.00

$8,270.00

$3,290.00

$1,s4o.oo

$s60,00

$140.00

$70.00

$7o.oo

$70.00

$219,683.80

$28,470.00

$44o,oo

$1,2oo.oo

$soo.oo

$880.00

$31,890.00

$9,290.00

$1,760.00

$84o.oo

$280.00

$140.oo

$140.00

$zo,oo

$70.00

$7o.oo

6

2

IOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Cunent Liabilities
Mcmberships received one year in advance

lrr,rrtive Memberships received one year in advance

( )vcrpayments
( rcditors
l'r'netration course deposits

l,rrrk Cave Fees Received in advance

lotal Current Liabilities

Non-Current Liabilities
lrr,rctive Memberships received

Mr.mberships received two years in advance

Mcrnberships received three years in advance

lrlcrnberships received four years in advance

Mcrnberships received five years in advance

Mr,rnberships received six years in advance

Mr,rnberships received seven years in advance

l\4r,rnberships received eight years in advance

Mlrnberships received nine years in advance

Mrrnberships received ten years in advance

Iotal Non-Current Liabilities

$30,000.00

$49o.oo

$47o.oo

$1,200.00

$6oo.oo

$32,760.00

$14o.oo

$1 3,390.00

$4,410.00

$ 1,560.00

$460.00

$140.oo

$1 40.00

$70.00

$70.00

$20,380.00 $14,010.00 $12,660.00

\ te,712.85 $7s,951.73

$s3,140.00

$237,07s.48

$39,30s,03

$276,380.51

$275,s80.51

$54,441.6s

$202,733.96

$34,341.s2

$237,075.48

$237,075.48$71,M4.01 $69,1 9s.43

rOTAL LIABILITIES

EQUITY
Mcmbers Equity opening balance
,rrkl: current year Net lncome

( DAA Membefs Total Equity

rnpresented by:
NET ASSETS

$46,645.00 $44,ss0.00

$175,133.80 $1ss,547.11

$41,224.98 $19,s86.69

$21 6,3s8.78 $1 7s,1 33.80

$202,733.96 $175,133.80to tAt- I xPl Nsr \
NE I' IN( 0MI
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$J9.10s.03 $34,341.s2 $27,600.16 $19,s86.69

SEPTEMBER 2OO8 - PAGE 31

DRAFT ONLY

-l



' Notes to the Financial Statements Year Ending 30th lune 2008
l,Thrlr flnanclal statements are a special purpose financial report prepared for use by the Committee members of the
Crvr Dlvcrl Assoclation of Australia lnc. The Committee has determined that the Cave Divers Asociation of Australia lnc. is
not t r€portlng entity, with the exception of the reporting requirements of the Associations lncorporations Act 1985, and
honcc the requlrements of Australian Accounting Standards and other mandatory profesional reporting requirements
(Urgcnt hsues Group Consensus Views) do not have mandatory applicability to the Cave Divers Asiociati-on oi Australia lnc.

2,Materlah and Manuals are now being copied as required. There is some old stock on hand, but the value is minimal

and has been written 0ff.

3,The jump in product sales in 2007 was due to Oztek.

4.The breakdown forjoining and i'ating upgrades are: joining: - 9.l740; sinkhole: - g.l740; cave: - g960

S;Adverthing is now billed annually in arrears, the $7300 was invoiced in June 2007 and the major part of it has been

received in July 2008,

5,lnsurance decreased in 2008 because we changed insurers from OAMPS to Divemaster lnsurance.

T.lncrease in 2007 is due to access fee to Kilsby's of $4950

8,Web site expenses are those incurred in maintaining the official CDAA web site.

9.Guidelines production costs are for three issues in 2006 rather than four issues as is usually the case.

10.Surplus cash is transferred to an At Call common fund where a higher interest rate applies.

ll,Guidelines issued in July 2008 was paid in June. Tank Cave fees for 2005-2006 were paid in June.
lnsurance for the 2008-2009 year was paid in June 2008,

DEEP CAVERN Courses

October 8-19, 2008 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier inc pool session
I nstru cto r: And rew H i gg i ns 041 3 569 1 64 a hhi gg i ns@optusnet.com. a u

Monday October 1j - Thursday October 16 inclusive
Saturday November 1 - Tuesday November 4 inclusive

lnstructor: Linda CLARIDGE Gary BARCLAY 03 - 5565 8793. E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

October 25126 - November 112 2008 (two weekends) in Perth & Collie, W.A.
instructor - Geoff Paynter 08 9795 9520 gpaynter@geo.net.au

October 29 - November 4, 2008 in Melbourne & Mt. Gambier inc pool session
lnstructor: Andrew HIGGINS 0413569164 ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

November 17-3O in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Jane Bowman info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2500

December 617 - 13114 2008 (two weekends) in Perth & Collie, Western Australia
instructor - Geoff Paynter 08 9795 9520 gpaynter@geo.net.au

Cave Courses

September 22-28, 2008 in Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Andrew Higgins 041 35691 64 ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

Tuesday October 7th - Thursday October 9th inclusive.
lnstructor: Linda Claridge O3 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

October 6 - 12, 2OO8 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Terri ALLEN O419 176633 terri.allen@baker.edu.au

November 1O-16 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
tnstructor: Jane Bowman info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2600

CDAA Penetrati on Cou rses
Easter 2009 - Good Friday April 1Oth through to and including Tuesday 14th.

Contact Penetration program co-ordinator Jane Bowman info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2600

Please download the latest application form off the webpage vvwulcavedivers.com.au

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REM!NDER...
A Tank Cave returning diver applacataon form and

be required before any bookangs can

'J'ttr.Bowman&warrickMcDonald FebruarvT-g 2009;SteveTrewavas
Nrrvcmber2g-30 2008;GaryBarclay FebruaryZt -22 2OOg;JohnDZ

( )olober 18 - 19 2008;Tim Payne

November 1 - 2 2008; John DZ

Novcmber 15 - 16 2008

December 13 - 14 2008

January 10 - 11 2009;Tim Payne

January 24 - 26 2009 (Australia Day)

the annual $150 fee will
be accepted.

March 7 - 9 2009 (Vic. Labour Day)

Richard lrndorfer

March 21 -222009; Gary Barclay

April 10 - 13 2009 (Easter)

Warrick McDonald & Jane Bowman
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Report from the Business Director
Business is going along smoothly at present with this

issue of Guidelines presenting a preliminary financial
report. As you can see, insurance is still the biggest

expense, with Guidelines production and site licence

fees coming in second and third. The audited accounts

will be in the next issue of Guidelines.

I would like to thank our treasurer Tammy Beattie for
all her hard work in putting the financial report together.

I have decided not to renominate for the Business

Director position. Work has been very hectic this last

twelve months, and it is not Iikelyto ease up much fora
fair while. I feel I am no longer in a position to devote
the necessary time into the CDAA. I would like to say I

have enjoyed my time [mostly] as a director and hope
that my contributions have helped the organisation
move forward. I would also like to thank my fellow
directors who put many hours lnto what is often a

thankles iob.
Remember to come along to the AGM in Mt Gambier

whlch wlll be held on Saturday October 18 at the Comfort
lnn Sllver Birch conference room. lt would be great to see

even more people attend thh event. Again we have some

interesting talks from various members and an overseas

visitor, Please come along and support your association. lf
you Intend to come to the dlnner after the AGM, please

let men know for catering purposes,

There are several nominations for director positions.

Please make the effort to vote - as this is your
association, and your votes are important.

There is a member motion for amendments to the
Constitution. Please read and vote on the amendment.
All amendments require 20% of members to vote.
This means that about 160 people must vote.

ln the last isue of Guidelines I mentioned I would like
to hear members opinions on whether they would like
to see a capital purchase. I received 96 online votes and

3 email votes. 0ut of cunent members, a total of 99

voted, representing about 12% of the CDAA member-
ship. There were 54 yes votes and 45 no votes, though
many of them were yes but not a pub or no but if there
was a proper business plan etc.. While this was closer

than I expected - there were also a lot less votes than I

envisaged. Does this means about 88% of the
membership really do not care what happens to
their association?

A pdf with comments will be

available on the web.

Regards, Heike



CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au
CDAA SITE ACCESS

llrrrlrrh.r Arrr,rr ir I privilcge, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

{N (AVlllN \ SIN(HOI€ C=CAVI P=PENETRATION

LEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAILSLEVET OWNER ACCESS DETAILS

M0UNT GAMBIER - SoUTH AUSTRALIA kontinued)MOI'N I GAMBIER . SOUTH AUSTRALIA

DEH SITES

Ewenr Ponds

IIARNOOLUT SITES

lrn Eighty

lll,r ks Hole

S Scotts Agencies P/L

S Scotts Agencies P/L

DEH

P.0. Box 1045

Mt Gambibr 5290

(08) 8735 1 177

DEH

P0. Box 1046

lvlt Gambier 5290

Ph: (08) 873s I 177

Fax: (08) 8735 I 135

as above

Groups of 5 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

5maller groups, no need,

Far (08) 8735 1135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notify of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone or fax only,

Divers must have the conect CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry current

financial CDAA membership card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before access h permitted,

Training: The lnstructor is to notify DEH of the date the sites are needed and to forward

signed indemnities from each student and theirtemporary (ard number/ membership number.

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of deli(ate vegetation, $25/dive or annual Permit $55.

NOTE: lndemnity form to be completed with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. Mthip.

NOTE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indemnities at least 2 weeks prior to theh intended dive date.

Access: Grant Sommer ph.04l2 255 825, Mail - 147 Kenihans Road, HappyValley, SA 5159

Download indemnity and book online at ranrvw.cavedivers,com,au.

DATES OPEN: Saturday 7th April, Saturday 1gth lvlay, Saturday gth June 2007

Site undergoing development...Watch this space forinformationl

Gouldens

2 Sisters

fossil

Piccaninnie Ponds

CN

Shaft S Generally open one

weekend a month.

Trevor Ashby

For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDAA webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix

is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes

attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA

Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document

dive experience with t/vin tanks

Download form off website.

Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au (Linda Claridge, 0408 052 070)

CN

C

llannl (ave P P&ALasslett

l\4anager: [/ike Haze

Groups of four divers only apply in writing to Site Director Limited groups will be

allowed acces over the summer months. The site is very delicate and therefore only limited

acces is available. Divers applying will be notified as to further access detaik. Please include a

stamped self addresed envelope.

Horse & Cart

Tea Tree

CN

CN

Peter Cunningham

P0 Box 2168,

Mt Gambier 5290

By phone or mail, 1 week prior, Ph: (08) 8738 4003.
tngelbrechts

Iast
.West

Mt Gambier

Council

Lessee

Ph: (08) 8723 2299

c

P

0btain key from Mt Gambier Tourist lnformation Centre. Access agreement must

be signed prlor to diving. 2 divers must sign out keys, all divers must sign in

advising which groups they are diving with. Diving should be avoided after heavy rain due to

possible water contaminance. Diving hours are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST
Little Blue 5 District Council of Grant Little Blue - permission not required- must carry card.

Three Sisters P l\4illicent Council Download Indemnity from Web Page, Acces available lor experienced Penetration

diven only. Low prolile or side mounted independent air systems required. Access agreement

must be signed prior to diving. Please allow 4 weeks for indemnities to be processed.

Allendale District Council of Grant 0btain key from lady Nehon Tourist Information Centre

Ela Elap

one Tree

FORESTRY 5A SITES

Dave's Cave

Hells Hole

Mud Hole

Nettle Bed

5 lvlr. Peter Norman

s

Visit the house before diving.

lf no one home - no divel
McKay's Shaft Contact Imail: site@cavedivers.com,au.

Trnk Cave P Mr, DYCER Access Manager: Noel Dillon, Email: noel.dillon@ma(quarie.com

C Maximum 3 divers all weekends between lilay & November inclusive (check and update on CDM website),

5 At least 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experience,

Baker's Cave C Manager: Brad Dibble Please write to the Site Access Director to dive in Baker's Cave. Include stamped self-

E: site@cavedivers.com.au addresed envelope, Climbing equipment required, 0nly open Odober to April.

Plnes AP Unrestricted days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter Penetration sections

C Unrestrlcted days or numbers,

P Open every weekend. Maximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking 1 dive only kheck an update on CDM website)

NUI-LARBOR . WESTERN AUSTRALIA

torklebiddy CIP

Muna El Elevyn PIC

Tommy Grahams C
Stinging Nettle Cave P Open every weekend max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (heck an update on CDAA website),

lddlchiddy P Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

0wncr: ( (nrl,r( I Iorcstry SA by email: forestrysa@{orestrysa.sa.gov.au. Fax: (08) 8724 2885 or Phone: (08) 87242876 ot book on-line via the
( I )n A w('l)srlr, lo rrrnngc permit. Collect permits from the Forestry Office, RHS o{ driveway to Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, Mt Gambier.

IMI'OIIIANI:

. No rlrvrrrrl r)n lol,ll Fire Ban Days.

. l'r,rrrrrl ,rl.,o rrrlrrircrl lo rrrn rompressors during fire danger season.

. Klyr l.r llr'llr lIr[', Nclllc l]cd, lddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on
t,r, 1r,rrl,rr,i'r,,,1 I,)r,\lry \n ln.rmilS.

Weebubbie

Apply in writing for permisslon to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: Distrid Manager,

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC),, P0 Box 234 Esperance, W.A. 5450,

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax (08) 9071 3657.

YC DPI The Department for Planning and Infrastructure, lvlidland, State Land Services South East.

P0 Box 1575, Midland 6936. Contact Kim Allison, Email; kim.allison@dpi.wa.gov.au

Phone (08) 9347 5047 tax (08) 9347 500a

P/C Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for thh cave depending on it! water level at the time. The (ave

has a restridion at the entrance which is underwater making it a Penetration Dive, During drought the water level drops to

form a small lake below the restriction allowing experienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave,

C Affeded by high C0, leveh during Summer/Autumn.

Access h co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan - gregr@cs.usyd.edu.au. Phone (02)97434157

Unrestricted a((ess currently exists - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDAA website

This is a tri rated site. Please see detaih in isue No. 73. There are no specific

access arrangements.

N.5,W - WETI.INGTON CAVES

limekiln

(MrCavity)

Water (Anticline)
l(ilsby'r 5 Landowner leased

tO CDAA

No Vhltors

Aaes. 0pen Fortnightly.

Refer to CDM website. Twin Tanls . Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air.

Meet at gate ol property at 8,55am or .l2.55pm. 
Book online at www.Gvedivers,com

ol contact Craig at kilsby@cavediven.com.au

No animab, visitors or mid"week diving allowed.

llrrrn lungle Lake
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CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FORM

Please send to: Helen Higgins

CDAA, 3 Harris Crescent,

Glen Waverley, VIC 3150.

r/l
Y
o
o6

Abselling Handbook. For those involved in basic recreational abseil instruction, this book details
safe abseil practises for beginne6. Contents include, risk management, equipment, anchor systems,

abseil site set-up and instruction and emergency procedures.

Basic Underwater Cave Surveying. The standard publication for anyone remotely interested
in research and survey techniques used in water filled caves.

Cave Diving Communications, A manual from NSS - CD5 dealing exclusively with all underwater
communications used in cave diving. Including touch, torch and line signals,
,nd rr. ollh9.r,o*r.ndllq r..lr.

Cave Diving - A Blueprint for Survival.
A book by the world-renowned rave diveq the late Sheck Exley, thh is a case study
of a number of accidents that have occurred in the USA and how to avoid them.

Cavern/Cave Diver Workbook. This workbook is the official training manual used by the NACD

for the Cavern Diver and Cave Diver courses. lt includes sections on accident analysis, cave types
and their formation, equipment communication and emergency procedures. lt has a very useful
sedion on gas management and dive planning with some worked examples. lt would make a good
,rp{.

Caverns Measureless to Man.
The story of the passion for cave diving of the late Sheck Exley who spent
his life exploring undenruater caves. Publications Directors pkk.
Amazing book you can't put down once you start, a must read!

CDAA Occasional Paper No. 2. From *rW
as Fossil Cave, Belay Techniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.

Deep lnto Blue Holes. By Rob Palmer.

This h the projed manual written about his trips to the Bahamas, diving
to.. of lI. rort udrrn,.d rnd t

Diving in Darkness By lVartyn Farr Personally signed by the author. Provides a clear,

concise and modern overview of the essentiat equipment skills and techniques required
to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in softback Diving in Darknes
is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.

Hidden Splendours of the Yucatan.
Hidrlen Splendors of the Yucatan is photographer/author Lalo Fiorelli's story of exploration,
lrrrrhing, and photography in the caves of Mexico'sYucatan Peninsula. His stunning photography

ir rornplemented by the lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of
lxplonrlion to the reader. A must read lor those planning a lVexico trip or at least dreaming of one!

NSS Cave Diving Manual.
llrc rl,rrxl,rrri rcference manual in cave diving covering just about every conceivable topic. New Edition.

N55 Cavcrn Divers' Manual.
I lrr, .,l,rrrrl,rrrl rcfcrcnce manual in cavern diving covering almo( every conceivable topic.
n 1.,r, mu,l l)r in( il)lcs bchind safe sinkhole and cave diving.

llrr, l),rrInsr Bcrkons. By l\,,lartyn Farr. The history and development of cave diving.

I lrr, l,rrnirr; ol I lrr Slough. Thts is 5heck Exleyt exciting story of the distovery and mapping
,rl lh l\',rr rr li ipr rrrl, (,rvr Sy(cm at the time the world's longe( underwater rave..

Ailitr,rlr,xr(,rvr,l)rvilxl A(o[trnst.ByTonyCariisle.FourshortdocumentarytypevideosonWarbla
r.r/, 1,,r,, ,, r,,.. |.rvr,. llr'. l(",rrl I'r In,rc Hall and Tank Cave.

"Nrrllarhr l)rrrmiu;". l)rrrrrrrl Nrrvurrlxr 1()lill, ir team ofAustralian cave divers set out on an amazing
,r lvrtlurr, lrr r,r1rIrr r, llr, lry ,lr,r xrr, ,,ll)l(t,ltrilt waters of the Pannikin Plains Cave.

llrr,,,1rr rrrrri,,rw,rtl,,x1rIr,rlrrnrrrrrlyi,rrririrrlr,ryedywhenafreakcyclonicstormhittheareaand
ll,' .,u,',r,ll.rl,,,"I lr.rplrtru1 llrlr..1,rIlr'tr lt'l,rw

b
o
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PRICE

TOTAL

NEW!

Cave Divinq Beneath the Ozark Mountains - DVD - with footage of Ginnie Springs and the
Gasconade River in the 0zark Mountains, l\4issouri. 0ver four days the team reach 2000 feet in, 200 feet deep,

using scooters whirh they drag through restrittions using ropes. ln this DVD they extend the survey of the cave
$30.00

"Down DeeD Down lJnder'.
A soectaculai film bvAlexWvschnia. Discover the hidden secrets of l\4t Gambier's lamous fresh water caves,

Tucked awav in S.A.t Sth Ea(t are'some of the countrv's best known freshwater caves.

The physkalchallenge of rave diving makes l\4ount 6ambier a diver's metca.

"Fa(inq Darkness", Followinq some of the qreatest cave divers in north Florida,
tacingbarknes invites you t6 discover the irndeMater (aves and how divers sa{ely explore them,

About the geology, the danger and the passion,

Wookey Exposed. Filmed and produced by Garlin Newman, this award winning fllm looks at the

specta(ular discoveries made by succesive generations of explorers and joins the latest team to take

up the challenge. Using specially designed camera systems wefollow the dlvers to the very limits

of the exploration as they attempt to push on into the darkness beyond the end of Wookey Hole.

SIZE - Please Advise

$25.00

$35.00

$3s.00

Embroidered Crew Neck T+hi(s. Bla*, Njryd st"!,,y-tI, t]!qL

ldt,eql.blhirt1ry q9'lqk.ry{TL,tryI.fti
Embroidered Hoodies. Black only - SDes: S, lvl, l. XL, m NEWI

tr!19i!!ry{T"!!! ltEljl{ljlrry 4, s, M,!l!ql l{ El{l

Polar Fleece Jumpers. (oloun: Bluq Black. 0riginal logo, Keeps you toasty warm & smartl

. Polar Fleece Vests, Blue, Black. 0riginal logo. Gna to *ru, * ,,,ro lry., ,nd., th. dry,ritI

. Ladies Conlrast Tee. Ladies cut stylish T in White w lVlarle Grey sleeve. Sizes S, I 0, I 2, 1 a, 
I

Beanies. Black only.

Caps. Black only.

$25.00

$3s.oo

$i0,00

$135.00

$5o.oo

$50.oo

$2s.00

$20.00

$20,00

CDAA Key Rings. Blue *,tl,gold ,otit lDAlr0. Jg on b.,k,

Round Sti*er. CDAA logo over line arrow. NEW!

Bumper Sti(ker. Featuring photos by Dean Chamberlain. NEW!

los 
Boo!joq!,.ry,thjrb,q!!,.1cDAA loOo on the {ront cover. NEWI

original CDAA stickers. Yellow, FR rchase,

Tank Cave Poster. tull Colour 14.5' x 25" poster oi Tank Cave by Peter Rogerr Price includes p&h,

Tank Cave Map. Premium matt or gloss 120g paper $96,00 (laminated $22.00 extra, silver back $132.00)

$5.00

$1.00

$1.00

$35,00

$8.00

CD of Guidelines 1 -91 All c!,d4!.t u1t.9lQ9!!9 Efs111!,

Stubly Holders-high quality 5mm ngolryne \4,I!lDA4]!go

iravel Mugs - great {or having a cuppa on the run

Mask Slap Straps - fully embroidered with CDAA logo

ltqqo

$8.00

$r2.00

$r5,oo

t ,rrrltrolders Name:

Ar ilrcss:

Order Date: Sub Total $

Plus P&H $8.00

TOTAL $

t ,rrl No. f Bankcard f Mastercard IVisa

, , 
" ",,11

ITEIV]
U NIT
PRICE

TOTAL

$20,00

$3o.oo

$25.00

$2o.oo

$40.00

$o.oo

$2.00

$55.00

$65.00

$49.00

$55.00

$3o.oo

$7s.00

$45.00

$25.00

$30.00



NAME Deep Cavern Cave Penetr NAME Deep Cavern Cave Peneh

Al 'l 'l , I lr,tlrr, ())AA ? //6)
|l l n:, 1,:,,l1l ll /0 Yes Yes yes

AlI 0j'lij'lrI (15(i(i

I lrrr[r,,11rgy,;1rt)1,',.uuu.ru

( il lll I l;, Itllor (CUAA 1780)

Al I 0l'41)55 4497 Yes Yes Yes

Mr rlrt[ r 04 l 1] 820 920

I lnlrrr rlrrlls(o)hotmail.com

WAI IIIiS. DESIVOND

I ll I 01, {i04 I I 405 Yes Yes

At I 0,, {i021; 3506

r I r rwl rllrtl; (rr)westnet.c0m.au

lVAlllllol I, Max (CDAA 1268)

Mrrlr 042U U97 897 Yes Yes Yes

I {lrvC(il)(r(ihariot.com.au

lll I l]A0l l, Stcve (CDAA 3495)
l'ltonc.0411] 134 827 Yes

I n;rrl :;lr:vc.selbach@mac.com

Al I I N, lcrri (CDAA 3483)

Molr 04 l1) 1 /(i 633 Yes Yes

| lrrrrr ;rlIrrr(ttbirkcr.edu.au

AX l( )N, I'iul (CDAA 2826)

l'lrrrrrr'04l|\)'.\46442 Yes Yes Yes

I Inl rhvilr(l(il)0ol)lc.net.au

ItAll(.1 AY, {i;rry ((ll)AA 1735)

Al | (o:l) l,l,(;1, lJ/l)l] Yes Yes Yes

I rl,lililrl,tk,rll)(ll ito[) ;il1

Il( )WMAN.,l,lr,(( :l)AA llltl0)
lll I (r) r) ,,,r/,r :,r,00 Yes Yes Yes

I rttIrqr rlrrr r',It I 0ilt;llt
www,tlrrr r,,ln r {)nt ,lLt

HARDMAN, Lorraine (CDAA 2824)

lVlob:0418 304 120 Yes

E: PALdiving @people.net.au

HIGGINS. Andrew (CDAA 3329)
Mobile:0413 569164 Yes

E: ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 31S4)

Phone: (03) 9879 2868 Yes

Email: info@melbournediving.com.au

l\ilcDONALD. Warrick (CDAA 1882)

BH: (03) 5979 2600 Yes

E: info@abocean.com.au

Mobile 0408 374 1 12

www.abocean.com.au

[/ONACO. Rubens (CDAA 1731)

BH 03 5984-1799 Yes

E: rnfo@ idcscuba.com.au

Mobile: 041 3-429-533

TAYLOB. lan (CDAA 3568) Yes

Phone:04ll 118134
E: ian.taylo14@ defence.gov.au

WALTEHS, Des (CDAA 687)

Location: Albury Yes

Phone: (02) 6041 1405

Email : deswalters @westnet,com.au

wwwdescend.com.au

WEALTHY Bob (CDAA 464)

Mob:0417 524 005 Yes

Email: somerset@irmetro.com.au

FEATONBY Tim (CDAA 3372)

Mob:0402 129 253

E: tim.featonby@defence. gov.au

Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

( I Allllr(,l I rrrrl r (t,l)AA i'i'14)
l\,,1,)l)r r, {l l{)li l)',i'l)/(l YOS

| ,1,ttn,l,rt, llrrl r rrtl,rtt
Al | (0 r) ,,,,1,r, lli,r {

l rAI I A ,'l lAl.lltA .l,,ln ({ ,1 )AA ;,ll(j)

l l trr,lr,rlrrrrr rrr',lrrrr lrrr Vrl
l'lrorr, 0.ll)i' llll/' OL(l

I ltt,ttl ;rl,,rt,;r,rtttl,rlrlr il'lo[l r r)ilt illl

Gplrrvrur H ,,,,,,r, l,n(,r ,r

YesYes
PAYNTER, Geofl (CDAA 3784)

Mob: 0407 445 1 12 l

E: gpaynter@geo,net.au 
l

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

CDAA INSTRUCTORS

INSIRUCTOR ADVOGATE:
MAX MABBIOT.

For more rnformation see:

www.diveoztek.com.au
E-mail: admin@diveoztek.com.au



f ^/ [estinatinn, I Papua New Euinen

nHvrHme
lF SOMEONE WERE fO ASK ME WHERE fO GO for a unique, wild and cultural

diving experence I wouldn't hesitate - Papua JVeur 6urnea.
Papua New Guinea, or more colloquially PAI6, rs exotiq, extreme and
exclusive. Divers are travelling further and further rn search af new

experiences, perhaps here we have found the "furtherest" on the planet.

Why travel here?
lyinq lust south of the equator; 160km north of
Auslr;rlia, Papua New Guinea is part of a great

,rrr ol mountains stretching from Asia, through
Inrllroria and into the South Pacific. This fasci-
n,rlirrr; land boasts more than 600 islandt more
tlr,ur tl00 indigenous languages and is home to
llrr, l,rrr;ost area of intact rainforest outside of
llrr, Arn,rzon. Papua New Guinea consists of 4
rrr;iorrs rnadc up of 19 provinces and the
N,rliorr,rl Capital District, each with their own special char-
,rr ttr ,rrrl t.ultures. Visitors will discover a wealth of tropical
,,r urr,ry, lrom the jungle-clad mountains of the highlands to
tlrr' ,,,rrrrly white beaches and atolls of the coastal and island

provinces. For divers PNG diving is famous for
its World War 2 shipwrecks, bountiful pelagics

and shark dives. More recently reports of numer-
ous water filled caves have initiated speculation
amongst the cave diving community.

Resorfs or liveaboards?
lnternational flights arrive at the country's only
international airport in Port Moresby. From here

tourists take connecting domestic flights or link
up with their liveaboard charter operators. For those want-
ing more than a pure diving holiday resorts are the way to
go. For those more fanatical there is but one choice - the

liveaboard.

llrcre are 14 popular dive resorts and 6 liveaboards who
rt rlularly advertise their services.

Resorts
llrlse offer a large range of facilities and are not just limit-
erl to diving. Sea kayaking and gamefishing seem to be the

lxrpular offerings. Resorts in PNG by world standards are far
hrrrn 5 star. The country is still only starting to embrace the
trlrrrist trade. The cream of the crop isWalindi Dive Resort

which was recently voted amongst the best dive resorts in

tll' world. The visitor list reads like the whos who of scuba

rliving with well known photographers most noticeable.

Liveaboards
I or remote adventure and constant diving the liveaboard is

llrr, only way to travel. The area is so diverse new dive sites

arll wrecks are constantly being discovered.

Our visit...
l(r'rtntly Dean Johnston and I were invited by Scuba

Vr,ntures in Kavieng Province to sample some of their local

rlivirrq. For us this was an opportunity to explore the vague

rryorts of unchartered water filled cave systems on the far
e,r,,ltrn island of New lreland. The caves were in fact there
qrrrl we dived two short, shallow caves that were very pret-

ty, lillcd with many beautiful underwater decorations. These

wr,rt all a short drive from Scuba Ventures well organised
rllvr, operation. Water temperature was 25 degrees and

'.1 I'll Mlll ll 
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Liga Onui Cave
This cave was simply beautiful

with many decorations. Short
irnd with limited dive potential
lrul great photographic oppor-

lrrrrity. The entrance had stone
r,rrvirrqs in the rock from some
,rr( i('nl lime.

Ptnapai Cave
',lrorl vcrlrr,rl onlry lo the water

before entering a mostly ver

tical cave. Maximum deptl

around 20 metres. No rea

opportunity for expansivt
cave. Nice decorations fron
the roof but the floor is very

silty.

As we ventured further soutl
down the coast we exploreci

several river resurgences
which had clean clear water

flowing inexplicitly to the

ocean. lt seemed all thes(
caves emerged from deep :
metre diameter shafts whici,
plummeted immediately
below 40m. The potential oi

the karst seemed boundles:
every few kilometres furthei

south a river literally
emerged from the ground

All beckoned further explo

ration but on this trip with
out helium our boundarie:

were restricted. This are;;

was very exciting and explo
ration diving would be limit
ed only by access with th(

locals and the depth issues.

Taskiki Cave
This river cave flows deep

very quickly. A beautifu,
clear river pool is a regular

swimming spot for the locals

There is a restriction at the

40 m mark that may require

side-mount configuration to
progress but the amount of
flow indicates substantial
possibilities.

Pakwala Cave
Another beautiful surface
pool from a large river resur
gence. The cave descends

sharply down a steep slope

2m high but quite wide" The

flow in this cave was heavy and I

noticed my breathing rate increase.

Easiest to pull hand over hand near the

restriction at 40m. This cave had very

dark and crumbly walls. Potential here

is excellent. Many fish call the cave

home.

Panangale Cave
Further down the coast this cave is

rncd for drinking water by the locals despite being very close to the

r o,rst. The entrance is a little more challenging with a 4 metre ver-

tir,rl drop into the water which needs negotiating. I enjoyed this

r nvc which had several rooms and beautiful formations. The locals

wr,ro extremely friendly and enjoyed viewing our underwater video

rrl uur dive.

Kavieng harbour has its share of world war 2 wrecks. 0n the last

rlay prior to our departure I made an effort to sample some of the

ur r,an diving on offer with scuba ventures. We first dived a World

W,rr 2 Japanese biplane known by the allies as a "Pete." This was

rrol far from the shore in warm 29C degree water and was a

rerrr.rrkable dive. 0ur second dive introduced us to the local reef

rltvirrg at the "bommies" We swam with 6 or so reef sharks,

r lrrt.ked out numerous lobster and enjoyed the local colourful reef

hlh, Visibility was excellent in the 30+ metre range.

ilrr,island of New lreland has huge potential from a cave diving

;rr,rspective. There appears to be many river caves with reasonable

nrrcss within the region. Technical diving is a Iittle challenging as

hr,lium and oxygen in the remote region is very expensive.

Arklitional trips will be required to further scope out the possibili-

I I t,s.

Fact file:
l'NG and its surrounding islands has a population of 6.2 million
pr,ople. The capital city is Port Moresby. There are a total of 600

rrrIl islands. ln 1975 PNG obtained it's independence from

Arrstralia.
( rr,tting there: Flights from Brisbane and Darwin arrive daily via Air
Nrrrrluini.
( r)\ls: Package deals to Kavieng with Dive Adventures start at

1ltl00au return including all dives and accommodation. Scuba

Vr,rrlures are happy to cater for cave divers, offering cave diving

lrir( kages to suitably qualified people.

ilr,rrrks to both Dorian and Kara from Scuba Ventures for their hos-

pll,rlity and enthusiasm. Additional thanks again, to Halcyon for
lrIripment support.
I rrrtlrer information
www.diveadventures.com.au
www.png-tourism.com
www.scubakavieng.com
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Nol knowing what to expect, that first dive overwhelmed

nry ,,{,n\(,s and I came away filled with questions. A year

l,rlr,r I rr,visitod the site better prepared to learn more about
rlri,, l,r5( in,rlinq oddity. ln 2007 l'd reached 50m, on air,

wr',rrirrr; ,r v,rrit,ly of cobbled-together recreational gear, and

tlrt vr,,ilrility ,rt rkrpth had initially been 6m before silt rained

rlowrr orr llrt livc ol us. Circlingthe chamber; l'd barelyfound
tlrr, prorrrr,,r, ol,r ravr, heading north before reaching my

Irrrrr,rrrrrnrl ,urrl rr,loinint; the others at the ascent line.

llrr,, trrrrl I ,rrrrvr,rl wilh HlD, manifolded twins of 15/55

Irnrrx ,rnrl twr).,1,r(l(,5 lor rlcco, of EANx50 and EANxB0. The

l',.1r rli,nr,ri,u,,ly,rrpr,r,rl lo l('t me enjoy the initially undis-

Irllrr,rl vr., ,rrrrl lo r;ivr, rrrr'20 minutes head start. I pre-

lrrr,,tllr,rl 'rl)"1, lrrr ,r nnlrlr,, ury lace in the water, relaxing,

tlrt,tr rl',Ilrtlrl oll llrr,L,rlr;r,l rltop;x,rl into the black, switch-

irrrl lrr lr,rr I r;,r'. orr llrr, lly ,rl ltirrr. Following rope from a

llIrV ,,il,,lrrr[.rl rrrrrl w,rlr,r, llrr. rill rrttte below the shaft
, ,rIr,iillrr vt|w, llIl r r,ry Ir)l', r rrrrrrlrlittr; rlr,xlually atop of it.

I r li;rlrlrl rirr lu llr.nr.,rrr",l ,rtrrl',r,1 oll itt sr',trch of cave"

l)r,.,rilr..'rlrh,.,r)vi'rilrrl,r'.l,rl,rrlrlr,ltll|'rlr;toll0lingeredas
I lrrol tr llrr, ,,lnri lrrr.rrl llrr,r lr,rtttltlt, llrr', lirrrr,with.-r clear
r.r lr,.,rrl llrr, pr,rrrri'.,, ll rlt'.rovrty, lltr' ,rllrttl ol qonuine

lxlrlor,rltotr, rt r rrrr',rrrrrr,rl rrrl ltl l r;olrl ltvlr Solrrtlltittr; just

rltrltr'l,rr il tt;r llrlttr;lr l lr,rvl vtt lrt,rlly tt,r I ttowL'rI;r' ol qool

rxgy lrrrl llrr,lr,xlrrrr,,rrrl rrrrrlorrr', ll llrl w,rll',,rtttl ttt,titt

ing the best dive of my life.

At last, having almost circled the whole cham-

ber, I recognized my cave ahead and to the left.
"This is it" I thought, excited, hoping it would go

like Benjamin's Blue Hole inAndros. Turning into it,
this time with at least 1 0m vis, I soon saw the back

of it and realized l'd stopped just shy of the same

discovery a year before. In an instant I knew the

cave didn't go. I finished lapping the chamber, tied

a knot in the line to measure the circumference,

reeled-in and met the deep-support guys just arriv-

ing at the cray-pot. They looked around but were planning

deco on air so they didn't go far I made some notet
checked my kit and signaled the ascent. By now our com-

bined exhalations were scouring the walls on their way up

and the vis was dropping rapidly. Falling flakes reminded me

of snow. Very odd. I mulled over this during deco. The deep

crew left me at 18m with tvvo shallow-support divers. At 9m

I switched to EANx8O, passed-off the EANx5O and tried

blending into the contours of the wall, giving the others

room to move.

Looking closely at the walls an idea took form, These

holes aren't like the karst holes Rob Palmer wrote about,

formed by a freshwater-saltwater interface over eons, as sea-

levels fell and rose. Such holes have side passages and

speleotherm-filled grottos at depths where sea-levels were

rll,rlively stable over an extended period of time. The major

rll,,rovery I made on this trip, and later of course it turned-
lrrt I wasn't the first, was that the blue holes of the Abrolhos

wr,rr, likely formed as sea-levels rose and the reef followed.

Wll,rtever caused a hole in the reef thousands of years ago

nuw lies beneath the silt-cone and rubble, but the reef grew

,rround it, and upwards, following the rising sea-level. lt
rIrsod-in, eventually encasing a chamber shaped like an

orrion, but the top collapsed. The sea kept rising, each time
tlrl reef closed-in the overhangs broke-off and fell-in whilst
tlrr, living reef around the hole prevented a complete col-

l,rpse. Now, during deco you can see layers of ancient reefs

rrr the walls, a timeline stretching back thousands of years,

lrrrt probably only 10,000 or
,,rr, and not long enough for
tlrt upper layers to solidify

trrlo rock. This isn't a solu-

lion cave, and with sea-lev-

r,lr on the rise, it is still
rlowing!

Ilaisinq more questions

llr,rn the trip answered, an

rx,rmination of DOLA ariel

l)hotography identified
olhcr potential blue holes

rl,,rrby, and further north.

Ag4rarently, there is even an

Irrlt,rconnected " maze" of
/(l 30m deep blue holes in

lhc Easter Group. Though I

lar k any training in geology

ll rcally need a hand with
tlrisl it seems likely to me

llrr, conditions that formed

llrrs hole were experienced

lry the whole region, and so

Lxyically other nearby holes

rrriryht reach similar depths.

l'r,rhaps even deeper - who
Lrrows how deep the origi-
rr,rl chamber was before

llris now-huge cone of silt
,rrrrl rubble filled the base of
rt At this stage though, this

r,, the deepest hole yet
Irrrnd in the Abrolho5.

llotting animals littered

llro floor and the water
t,r,,tcd foul and smelt sulfu-

rtr rluring the 2007 dive. ls

tl l)ossible bubbles released

lry rlccomposition scour the

w,rlls and continually
r,xp,rnd the shaft? Could

llrr, deepest water inside
:l,rrpate periodically each

year and decomposing animals cause the chamber to dis-

solve one millimeter annually? To investigate these and

other possibilities the CDAA are running a trip to the

Abrolhos lslands next March or April, either before or after
OZTeK, onboard the Lissa, a 5lm icebreaker with room

onboard for at least fifty (divers and family). We expect to
be on site for one week, with two days at each of the three

island groups, possibly shooting film for a documentary

exploring potentially never-before dived virgin caves and

generally having an adventure, all for just a share of the

costsl lf you're interested in this trip please e-mail the sub-
ject "BIue Holes" to me at reefdiving@eftel.net.au and l'll e-

mail an info pack to you by reply. I
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chamber didnt ieern like any. lkarst caves ltve

dived. lt looked like someone had dug a 50m-deep

hole straight down through sand. As my exhala-

tions ran up the walls coarse silt fell down around



Why Ginnie and I are like
peaS and #-i:tr; ri{.1!,;;'ir bvAsnesMirowka

Ginnie (Devils Cave System) was low on my list of favorite Floridian caves when I arrived back in
the US from Australia. Sure, the size of the tunnels was impressive as was the visibility but

somehow it failed to really capture my heart. The flow was a nuisance and it all seemed a bit
too much like hard work for relatively little reward... although admittedly spending my dives

fighting flow up the gold line probably didn't help in this regard.

errri abuse have taken their toll on the first part of
llrr, cave, but it is the small and insidious damage
rrn the back end that is the most startling. This is

wltr:re the scars are the most evident, with every
rlrip and speck of white wall glaring back at you

vit iously. These scars will never heal. Yes it is Ginnie
lho easily accessible tourist cave and all that * but

tlr,rt doesn't make it any less spectacular and it is an

al4ralling reason not to take care. Ginnie is a frag-
ik, lass and she needs all the TLC she can get, espe-
r r,rlly in the back end where it is still reminiscent of
ttr former glory.

way home from work (well, almost) is also a big factor entirely. The lnsulation Rooms is a great example of one
in my frequent visits. But what started out as a forced such magnificent place, where a blanket of orange bac-
relationship of convenience has now blossomed into a teria covers the floor and is so fragile and soft that as

5o no one was more
surprised than I when I

started to spend consider-
able chunks of my time
diving Ginnie. Admittedly
at first I had little choice
given so many of the other
caves where flooded. (l

almost got back on the
plane after being greeted
at the airport with 'wel-
come to cave country - all
the caves are flooded!')
The fact that Ginnie is con-
veniently placed on my

rowdy love affair and Ginnie
.rrrd I are like peas and car-
rots.

Ginnie is probably the
rrrost popular and frequently
visitcd cave in Florida, with
wcokcrrds making the place

kxrk rrronr like a circus than a

rr,r rorrs rlivc site. Still with
ovr,r ,2'r 000 ft of mapped
(,rv(, l),r\\,r(,(, it's nothing to
,,rrr,r,.rr, ,tl ,rs llrt.rc is plenty to
,,r,r, llrr,rr. is sortrcthing for
r.v(.ryon(,, ltottt ltttqc rooms
wlrr.rr, r'vr'tr lltr, tnosl ltower
lrrl lrrllrl,,,,lrrr;r;k' lo rrrake
lrr,,rrlw,ry,rrrl,rr lrr,rlly lir;lrl
tllt lltt' tttrrttt, ltkc llrr, llottt,
l{oorrr or llrr,llr,,rt llrxrtn lot
r,x,lrr;rlr, l(, lr(llrl,,rlly l),ts
r,r;r,,, llr,rl lrrrrr;1,,y lr) (,v(,ty

ltrllrrrotrrrllr', lrr,,r l, lrkl
ll,tttyl, t t,tr l ot lll' Wotttt llolt Iltt'tt' ,trc So many
lrr',rultlul ,rrrrl ,rw,. rr,,l)r ll(l lr,,rlrrrr.r rrr ('irrrtir'. , huge

sand dunes reminiscent of
the drifting dunes of the
Sahara desert, floors that
look like the scorched
earth in Death Valley,
cathedral like domes of all
shapes and sizes, stunning
narrow fissures and wild
rock formations... the list
is endless. Then there are a
few special places, as frag-
ile as dust, some tucked
away in the back of the
cave, others off the line
and off the beaten path

much as a glance in their
direction sends them
swirling. A careless fin kick is

like an atomic bomb sending
a mushroom cloud of orange
puff up through the water
column.

There has been a lot of
talk about cave preservation
lately (isn't there always) and
l'll join this chorus because
trashed doesn't quite cover
the extent of the damage in
the front part of the cave. I

think it is difficult for new
cave divers to fully compre-
hend and appreciate what
the cave use to look like.
Until the black walls of
Ginnie have swallowed your
Iight, until you see cave pas-

sage reminiscent of its origi
nal self, the idea that Ginnie used to be a black cave will
probably remain difficult to grasp. The hard years of use

Ihen there is Ginnie topside, if you spend
r,rrough time diving it people start learning your
n,rrne and in no time it starts feeling like a local

w,rtering hole... without the beer. Then again it is

rrot entirely unusual to see beer at Ginnie, whether
llris be in the hands of the tubers or divers quenching a

post dive thirst... so perhaps it is not entirely that far
removed. Add a host of fascinating characters who

form a part of the regular crowd and keep things
interesting and it is not difficult to understand
why Ginnie and I are like peas and carrots.

I have many favorite areas in Ginnie, sometimes
they are as small as a clay bank or pretty rock fea-
ture like say the cracked floor in the Hill 400 line,
other times it's a whole tunnel that captures my
imagination. The Sweet Surprise tunnel is top of
my list, as indeed there are surprises as sweet as

honey around every corner, but there is still a cou-
ple of thousand feet of passage I haven't seen so

this might change. Yet, when I have finally seen

the whole cave, I won't stop heading to Ginnie. I

want to see it all again, multiple times... cause like
any girl will tell you, once is never enough. - Ag

I

Abseiling
Handbook
$20.00

Compiled by Bruce Postill. (2002, A5, 37 pages)

This book has been endorsed by members of the VSA and

is a safety manual ior the New Zealand Mountain Salety

Council.

For those involved in basic recreational abseil instruction,

this book details safe abseil practises for beginners.

Contents include, risk managemenl, equipment, anchor

systems, abseil site set-up and instruction and emergency

procedures. lt is accompanied by clear, easy 10 follow

instructions and illustrations.

The manual would be a valuable asset for CDAA instructors

and would make an excellent reference guide as revision to

the climbing workshop especially for those planning

Nullarbor trips or similar caving expeditions.

At just $20 this fantastic little book is a must have lor any

keen caver or cave diver.

To order this book, please use the order form in guidelines

or order from the online store via the web page.
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