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Pine Tank Dive Lodge has been designed by cave divers to meet the needs of divers. With affordable

accommodation and only 5 minutes driving time to the best cave diving sites in the South Last of South

Auslralia {Pines,TanI lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, Fossil, Sisters, Mud Hole, Stinging Nettle Caye), divers can

rnaximise their time in the water. Follow the blue signs.

Three bedrooms aecommodate up to 12 divers. Relax between dives in the open plan, self-catering kitchen and

spacious living area are ideal for divers or cave diving courses.300 bar air fills and BBQ facilities are available.

Pine Tank Dive Lodge is close to the Glencoe General Store for all your fuel, bottle shop,

post office, IFTP0S and store item needs.

llmrnh's Coururitr
HiAII

Another year has gone by and what a busy one it has been. I would like to start by congratulating

Steve Trewavas on his election to Standards Director.Steve has been a fantastic director to work with

and I was so pleased to see that the membershrp rewarded someone who is in there doing the hard

stuff first and for most for the members. Unfoftunately ongoing investigations and suspensions have

taken up so much of our time while trying to finish up course standards and other matters. Well done

to Helen getting through fo Eusiness director while we wave a very sad farewell to Heike.

Welcome to Amy as our new Products Officer. This will be my last year so if you want to know what

the pubdir job is all abc:ut please do not hesitate to contact me. I have published the stars I produced

for the AGM in the middle pages for interest.

This issue has a great variety of US, salty and local caves. P/ease note the terrific new ladder system that

has been put in by Grant Sommer and his dive buddies at Blacks. I haven't had a chance to try it out

yet but Geoff was there with a group a couple of weeks ago they had a ball.

Last weekend Geoff and I drove on to the Spirit of Tasmania for a dive trip down to Eaglehawk Neck.

The car was loaded up with our twin 100s as well as our 2 hot mixes of 50 and 100. We had some

amazing wall, wreck and cave dives there. The caves are quite extensive and a true overhead environ-

ment full of crays and abs and other critters. The wreck of the Nord (40m) is outstanding with 30m viz

and a kaleidoscope of different jellies swarming past on deco. They grow their seadragons and sea

spiders real big down there. We had the divers lodge all to ourselves for the 4 days

and had some great Tassie seafood for dinner. Can highly recommend this trip

Hope you all have a safe and Merry Christmas with your family and friends and

hope to see you at diving or at Oztek next March.

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director,

E ma i l. pu bl ications@caved ivers.com.au
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Pine Tank Dive Lodge

Lake Edward Road

Glencoe, South Australia

Phone 0B 8739 4020

Mobile 0438 833 103

* AttrlcLHS Fort GUIDHI,INHS *
. Send articles & photos via post, or preferably by email to:

Terri Allen, PO Box 6492, Melbourne 8008.

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

. Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.
lf mailing please send pics and text on CD.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi
at 15cm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's, orTiffs if mailing.

Ema i I stay@ptdivelodge.on.ne, DECEMBER 2OO8 - PAGE 5
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Warrick McDonald

crflArfl ?RoJtrct' zoos
Five Scubapro Regulators, Halcyon plate and harness, Halcyon light head, canister
plus thermals, drysuit and a pair of Scubapro jet fins that must be made of lead
because you hit 25kg on the scale!... Now add in enough clothing for two weeks,
keeping in mind that you will be attending functions nearly every night, plus the

temperature ranges from bloody cold to bloody hot, plus mountain hiking gear and
you throw in another 20 kg! Are you getting the picture?

Don't forget the Gavin scooter and the set of golf clubs bit tired of having to put up with Steve's clothes, the saml
(it's a long story) and a book io read unless you speak ones every day that isl Not a I of us watch our luggaqr,

Chinese. Way overweight, and not an understandrng closely it seems; as Steve saw his red bag with all of h r
ground staff person, that cares. Keep in mrnd that if you clothes (and battery canister) get picked up and taken tr.r

go cave diving in China you will spend a small fortune in the bus...hmmm wrong bus! At least tt was amusing see

excess baggage, it's no use getting upset about it. lf you ing Steve wearing stuff he wouidn't be caught dead ir

want to go lust be ready to pay $20.00 per kilo excess bag- here. After a 51/2-hour bus trip, which left at 9am, wr

gage chargel arrived at 7pm that evening (you get used to Chinese trm

China Southern Arrlines excelled itself though with after a while!)

courtesy and service although a bjt of cabin service would Fengshan is a beautful place and Mr Wei the Tourisl

have gone well. Being rn the compact category I had no Minrster has put a lot of effort rnto turning this reqton intr

problem with the small legroom and an a tourist Mecca. After breakfast we wer
exit door seat on the way home taken to the Museum, which i

allowed me to stretch out situated in a cave on thr
whelread.(Menta edge of town, about
note. take more than

1 book next time as

Enqlish anqlLraqr:

books rosl .l

smal f ortLnr in

Ch na ) Forr;r,t llrc

movies, tlrr,y ,rrc irr

10-minute walk

L mestone cliff ,

surround the

town and on top

are telephone

antennae and

Temples. At night
Ch nest, ,mrl rlorr'1 there are floodlights
even have sub titles. I sweeping the cliffs and

trave lod lo ( lrirr,r lry rrryrr,I town, the temples and

and rarr oLrl ol rr,,rrlirrrl ll,rl(,n,r \ rock features are floodlit, it s like

aftcr 20 lrours. Orr llrt rr,lrrrrr I was Lrcky a carnival every night. Whoever p ckerl

lo ltc w tlr Slcvl lrr,w,rv,r', wlro lrromptly went to sleep and th s spot for a town (populat on 200,000) d d well Thr,

didr'l st r ttttlil wl wcrr' ,rrr lroLrr out of Melbourne, as I river comes bursttng from a cave and runs through thr,

said yoLr rrccrl ,r llw lroo[,, Museum cave in an arc with the road going over the top,
Tltt' lr,n',lcr lrrm orrr',rirrr,rll to another was rmpres- a bridge connects you to the other side and al of ths I

sivtt, lltt'tt'w(r ,r (p wr',ttittt; a prnk oLLtfrt wrth my name flood it as well. Later a rurr,plron woLrld be held here wti
on a bo,trtl. llrr', r,',r orl wlriplxrd rnc through customs and a festival and 30,000 poopk' p,rirl lor tickets to attend. I

arranqctl Ior,r I my lr,rr1r1,rr1r, lo irr: organised. Having trav- was awe-rnsprrirrrl willr TV r,trrrtr,rs r,vrrrywhere broadcasl

elledntarylitnc', l,rlw,ry',w,rlrlr out lorrnybagssoif lstart ngall overClrin,r Nr,r,rl ,r,,1,rryr'1Wr, ljustbuilditovertht
with six I ertd Ltp wrllr lrx. Allor lwo weeks lwas getting a rver, bkxk llrc lrirllrw,ry, lrrrl rrr llrirty thousand seats, m I.
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lions of ights and a huge stage

setting, but do it in a few

days! No worries and it
was gone in twol I

have never seen

such workers and

organ zation and

not a union off- 
i

cal in slghtl The

Museum is inside

the cave and they

have gone around

and cut down the most

interesting examples of

Karst formations and placed

them here n glass showcases, with

descriptions in Chinese and English. This was

also our headquarters for the array of dive equipment and

we had our own storage room complete wrth three small

portable compressors, helium, argon and oxygen tanks so

we could do our own mixing. Twin BOcf Luxfer manifolded

cylinders and BOcf Luxfer stage tanks were assembled by

us, as well as two RBBo rebreathers and three Gavin scoot-

ers. Jarrod lablonsk and Casey McKinlay shipped over

BO0kg of gear at great expense and left rt behind for the

next effort.

As luck would have rt there had been non-stop rain for

the previous l0 days and as this was the dry season the

filthy brown water and strong currents prevented Jarrod,

Casey and Gareth diving on this trip as they had to leave

and return home. We spent the t me mapping and using

the GPS to pinpoint the locations of future dives The

potential here is mind-boggling and we found many prom-

ising sites that are so large they make the Nu larbor caves

seem lrke childs play.

Steve, Andrew, Stefan and I were fortunate to dive in

the Nanning area. Our first stop was a small ake n a vil-

laqe. First thinq I noticed was ihe beautiful old temp e on

the lakes bank. lt seems there was a pool of water in the

temple that was used for ceremonial reasons but rt had dis-

appeared a long trme ago (remember what I said about

time in Chrna, so it could have been 100 years aqo or cl

thousandl). After unloading the truck and posing for pho

tos wrth the kids and people we set out to dive. I entered

the water with Cobra a local diver and nice bloke,

untrained in cave diving it seems but with enough guts or

if you like, lack of knowledge to go anywhere. Swrmm ng

out on the surface about l0 metres from the shore line,

being careful not to get any

water in my mouth as I had

already observed the

faeces on the shore in

, the bushes (trying

to put on a "P"

valve away from

camerasl) plus

the washing of

clothes and the
'cleanrng of chick-

ens for a meal rn the

same spot. Visibility

was half a metre and

chocolate brown as I slowly let

myself drop down towards the bot-

tom. At 40m I hit a rock wall and started slid-

ing down the face until it squeezed out at 45 metres, mov-

ing to the left with nowhere to place the line as the rock

was smooth I started thinking this was not the best place

to be right now. At 46.5 metres the rock stopped and it

had a hoilow underneath and as the cascading silt was yet

to engulf me, I estimated the silt floor was about a metre

and a bit below me, enough was enough and it was time

AII.ENDALE EAST
GENERAI STORE.

Open ? Days
?am till l,ate!

Clean Dlsers Air
FREE Tea and Coffee while you wait!

0DAA Members Discount!

Great Tahe-away Food
and General Supplies!
5G,52 Bay Road,Allendale East

Phone (0s) s75s 7274
John,Sharon and Erica.



to get out as vtl w.l5 now ./orc. Turninq around I started

heading up lrtrl lln rork lr,rd squeezed off so it took a bit

of squee.zinq lo (l(,1 oul ol what must have been a crack in

the rocks, all qoorl ILrrr I sLrrfared to find Cobra waiting for
me and wc lrc,rdr,rl lor thr: temple to try and find the tun-
nel th,rl w,rr rr,porli,d to be there. Guidelines are very use-

ful ir dirly w,rlcr bLrt it pays to be close so when Cobra dis-

appe,rrcrl lrr,Irw rrtc I Iiqured the only way

was to follow. We squeezed,

wriggied and used brail

lo rlr'l tltroLrqh the

rorI rtr,rzc, whrch

rcomcd to consist

ol ,rrrhes and

i r,rr ks. Finaily

,rllr,r krsing cobra

again I spat it and

rnotioned for him to get

on the line above me and head

ou1, lust as we reached B metres he

lrcclod oll lo the side and pointed to a tunne that we had

rrr ilcd in our exp oration. As it was tlght Cobra pointed for
rrrt lo hcad in so I handed him the reel and attached my

lrrrrrp lirc to oLrr line and started worming my way in.

lilirrq a hard rock that was very sharp in places my

w r(l was getting caught along with my new
rlry,,rrit, i started to doubt the sanity of it all

wlrcn suddenly I had reached the end of
lwo spools and there was a besser brick and

I lr,ri rr:i rng above me. lt would seem that
,rl ,,onro stage the hole into the temple had

lrccn lilcd and this was the result. After 75

rrnrrrlr,s irtr.luding the deep bounce we calied rt

,r rl,ry ,rrrrl headed up and out. The other divers

r,x1rIrrcrl llrc opposite srde of the lake finding nothing
ul{,r(',,1 n(, Wlr,tt we found were many pots and bowls

plLt, ,rlroLtl ,, r lrLtr kots otherwrse the promtse of long tun-
rr, ,,lril r r,,l w,tl(,t werelust a dream.

our r{,xl ,,lol) w,l\,t lake with Ewens Ponds clarity and

,r ,lrrllrl lIrw, llrl only lroLrble was it was only 4 metres

rllr,lr I lrrrlr,rrtr,,rllr,t,,rl,rl grLrrnp station there was a barred

w,r ,rtrrl lr rr rI lrrl llrr llrr,, wr,roLtld See bUe Clear Water
r rrlr lrr1 irrr1;1,r r rvr, IrLll tlo W,ly lo qt.t tnSde. Stefan man-

,rr;,,r1 l,r lrrri ,r rl,rll llr,rl lr,rrl iorno off another pump

lrn r, ,lrl ,r1rtr.r,.'r,rl llrrortrllr wrllt ,r push tank but it
,r1rtr,r,.'r,rl irrrl ,rl l.) rrrllrr,,, l,rlr,r lrr,r'xltklred a small tun-
r r, llr rl Irrrilrl ,r', lltlrrr;lt tl lr)l){'(l,t l,rkr,,rttout 30 metres

,rw,ry /\ll,,r rrrLt, lr ;r|',lrrrtr1 ,iltri ,,t1u0i'z rtrl hc lried the

other directron and judging from the clouds of srlt it mL

be tight as well. Steve snorkelled (without a snorkel) t
lake but found nothing to excite him. Andrew filmr

everything so it will be interesting to see what the resu

are Iike.

The final destination was from a base in Guangzoe tl
third biggest city in China with a popuiation of 21 mi lir

local drve shop (?) ownr

plus lnstructor. Wt

dived a mine th;ri

was explored orr

the last trip anr

what a fabulou',

dive it is. About 3

metres deep

extends in all directoI
and ar oifferent tevels. The 1er

artefacts like copper lanterns, teacups anil

bowls make ita rea ly interesting dive. Huge poles, slabs r

rock that have been hewn out of the cave are lying arouri

as if everything had been left in a hurry. Maybe the car

suddenly flooded who knows? Andrew and I were exltirl

the cave and as we climbed out of the tunnel over

rock wall we were to d that if we swam over 1

a small lake we would see what Victor ha

found on hts last dive here. So Andrew ano

headed off, we saw broken fluorescer

tubes, bud lights in bundles, tea pots jar

and wrappers carelessly discarded over th
years and yei there must have been some

thing better, but where? We reached the enr

and slowly turned around being careful not to dis

lodge any silt and then I saw it. Lying on a slope of sma

rocks at about 6 metres was the skeleton of what lookeil
like a large man, with a huge cranium. His spine had co

lapsed and his head was at his knees on top of his ribs s r

ting upright with all teeth and his jaw tntact. I spotterl

what looked like an arrow beside the body but may hav(,

been something else. Because we didn't want to disturll
the bones at all, we left it for the experts who were verv

anxious to qet it out for examination, we were told

Andrew filmed everythlng for history so keep an eye oui

for his presentation at 0z Tek.

Chjna, a beautiful country full of beautiful peopler

friendly and a place you lust want to go back to.
Regards, Warrick McDonald

t)t( t MBt R .l(x)8 l,A(rL 8 P[: 0413-429-533 ot wmr.Gflueiliuer$.c0m.au

I[e Hean0[
Gaue lliuing in flusl]nlia

All your favourite dive sifes captured
on DVD for the first time ever

Shot & produced by Cave Diver &
UM Cinematographer Rubens Monaco

Io otdetuour Go[U

in 2000. Victor our local drver and guide

a commercial diver and tlr



At 11:20am on the
21st June 1919 the
signal "Paragraph

Eleven, Confirm" was

sent to the 74 ships

of the German High

Seas Fleet interned
in Scapa Flow off the
north coast of
Scotland. The order
was rapidly carried
out: the German

ensign was hoisted,

valves,

condenser tubes and

submerged torpedo
tubes were opened,

and the crews began

to abandon ship,

Debate remains whether the order fiom

Hear-Admiral Ludwig von Reuter was really a

blessing in disguise. Both the French and

Italian navies wanted a qualter of the Berman

fleet as part 0f the Treaty of Versailles which

was being worked out at the Paris Peace con-

Ihe commencement of the scuttling of the

Berman High Seas Fleet had started and was

pretty quick with many 0f the ships sunk by

late-afternoon. 15 of the 16 Capital Ships, 5

of the B Light Cruisers, and 32 of the 50

Destroyers were sunk, the remaining 23

ships were either ran aground by the British
guard ships or remained afloat,

around '190 square kms [about 4 times Sydney Harbour), witi

sandy bottom. lts relatively shallow. no deeper than about 5l
and most of it about 25m deep makes it one of fie great natl
harbours/anchorages of the world, with sufficient space to holr

number of navies, Viking ships anchored in Scapa Flow more tlr
'1000 years ago, but rt ts best known as the site of Britian's ch

naval base during World War I and World War ll. This base clor;

in 1956 although it was still used as a re{uefino depot until r;

mid-1970s. The harbour has a nur

various islands ihat m6ke up I

anchorage,

To reduce the risk of breaches

the ha.bour. rnany or Lhe passag

beiween the various islands form

Scaoa Flow were olockeo by srn.

shrps, thus rcducing the ability of

enemy safely navigating them. Thts I'

2 main passages to navigale making

on the big "To do list" as WWll loomed to improve, 0bviously thrn,

got a lrttle busy around September 1939 so the strengthening

these blockades sank lower on the "T0 d0 list" and unfoftunate]y

did HIVS Royal Oak with the loss of 833 men,

A Berman U-Boat IU-471 commanded by Gilnther Prien snlr

through one of the passages and torpedoed HIVS Royal Oak r

anchor in Scapa Flow, lJ-47 escaped untouched from Scapa For

and made it safely to a hero's return in Germany and Gunther wr

presented with Knights Crcss of the hon Cross by Hitler Sever,

members of the Scapa Flow Defense Council spent much 0f the sur

ceeding months cleaning shit houses and reviewing where their mi

itary careers went \^irong.

Churchill immediately decided to up the priority on blockadini

these passages and ordered about 2,000 ltalian POWs to 0*ner
for an extended working holiday buildtng causeways between thr

eastern islands. 0nce comp{ete, tirey sealed off these vulnerabJr

passages for good and provided permanent road connectivrty

between the islands. Pleased with the effofts 0f the ltalian POW'|;

and following h the long British tradition of giving credrt where

credit was due, these causeways were named the "Churchi

Barriers" and remain in use today.

By the end of WWll lhere were dozens and dozens of wrecks in

Scapa varying from the \,\AA/l German H gh Seas Fleet, through to block

ships, planes and WWll ships, There remain about 60+ diveable wrecks

in the area.

0rkney has always had a long history of frshing given rts geographi'

cal locaion but times change and a lot of the fishing fleet has been

transformed t0 a dive charter fleet. There are about 10 converted fish-

ing trawlers of various sizes that serve the ever expanding demand fiom

the SCUBA divers that arrive from around the world. There s careful

planning, co-ordinalion, co'opera-

tion and sometimes skul duggery

by the skippers of the boats to get

their divers on the wrecks frrst,

But it seems to work and allows

potentially around 100 dillers at

its peak to share the wonders of

lhe deep. However, they only have

t hyperharic chamber with space

for only 1 person on the rslands so

access is at a premium. lt's a little

soberinq when the message rs

passed around the depafting feet
that "the Pot is occupied today,

dive safely" which occurred when

were lherc. Apparently the vlsiting

Russians must have bought a season ticket for the chamber with one of

their members in for a second treatment that week.

Given that mosl of the diving is in the 30'45m range, and that the

local dive shops are very wel set up wth mixed gas, dry suits, twin

tanks, rebreathers if you want, plenty of liveaboard or day chariers,

Scapa is really open to some bril iant diving to suit al levels. We organ-

ised our dives through Scapa Scuba based in Sffomness where most of

the charter boats leave from, and who could ony be descrLbed as fan

tastic. Their friendly, relaxed & warm approach made things very easy

and allowed us to enjoy the divrng. We were only up in Orkney for 3

days of divrng so we organised a dive gurde to a low us to maximise our

tirne on the wrecks. At the time 0f booking we weren't t00 sure 0f this

approach, generaliy being pretty self sufficeint on these kind of things.

Howevet thrngs couldn't have worked out better. 0ur guide, Kieran, was

an extremely well qualified guide/instructor with a real passion for the

history of Scapa and organ sed a perfect schedu e for our time there.

As an added bonus, Kieran had spent time travelling and teach ng rn

Australia, and was also full cave certifred hom his time rn Mexico. So

we spent the first part of the 45 minule journey from Stromness l0 [he

dive sites planning the days dives and then al1 [he surface inlerva[;
pouring over maps, afiicles and dive logs of the Yucatan ceno[es p an

ning our next div ng lrip.

Kieran planned our diving so we dived all four of the Lighl Cnr sel;,
one of the Battleships [Kronprnz Wi helm) and the block shrps. lt'ri

almost rmpossible to choose whrch was the best, each siightly diffur'ent,.

We dived the Crusiers over the 3 days so each day we got mort rsed

to ships, the ambent lght, thus allowrng a better understanding and

more of their make up. lt became clearer the difference in build qualit,y

and materral quality with the decay over the years. Some wen: burll

later ln the war, leading t0 the use of poorer quality metals, leading [o

more decay ioday with whoe sections of the plating peeiing away at

limes 0n the Dresden and Karlruhe ( aunched in 1 91 7 & 1 91 6l whi st

the older cruisers iBrummer and Coln I are still in-tacl. The sheel size

of the 1 2 inch guns on the Kronprinz Wilhelm appearng hom the g oom

of 38m deep water provides a feeling of awe at the power they wou d

have commanded.

A highlight was a dive on one of the block ships, the Doyle, in Burra

Sound ln shallow waters, 13-17m, and in a high tidal flow area, the

Doy e can on y be d ved at high tide. The tidal flow keeps the visibility to

almost crystal clear sta[us and the sealife prolifrc with lobsters, ffabs,

eels and fish life rn abunance, With the changing tides, the end of the

dive turned nto a rol ercoaster du[ing a blue water ascent that finrshed

about 1 km from where we started. The ride was a real rush and left

us a I with grins from ear lo ear upon retrival by our boat, the Radiant

Gueen ablely skippered by Emily

All too quickly our time in

0rknev was over and we had to fly
back to reunite wrth my family and

eventually commence our trip back

to Australia.

So, if you like wtecks, loads of

sealife, a bit of navel hislory, a

boody good time, then head over

to Scapa Flow, I don't think you'll

be dissappointed, just broke for

some trms, especially given the

state of the Aussie dollar but

you'll have big smile and great

memories,

Ouick Facts:

Diuing? There are loads of options, but check out Scapa Scuba

lwiruw scapascuba.co.uk), they are grcai. There are many others; Bob

Halton also seems to have a great reputation as well.

Boat Diues? Once again, oads of choice, Google them, but the
'Rad ant 0ueen" was perfect [www.scapascuba co.uk). Emi y's home-

made, hot lunch made up for the lack of d vers I ft on the boat. Yes,

the trend is to add a ift to save you from climb ng 5 steps up a lad-

der after the dive. Hot tood was better value n my opinion...

Getting there? We flew into Kirkwall on Orkney and then took a

laxi t0 Strornness a lowing rs to maximise our time there.

Alternatvely, you can get the ferry {very long ferry rde from Australial

fiom the north of Scotland to Stromness

Where to stay? There are ots of accommodation options, we

ljt,aved al, t,he Mi le|r; House B&B and were spoilt rotten. Great rooms,

r'rrir l,c hill,lrr)r)nlri t,lrr: biggest breakfast you could imagine and only

50nr Irur l,lre lrrral, ol prb depending on the time of day.

Gear? Yorr r:arr eal; ly h re al your gear over there, good quality dry-

r;ul,r; irlt: irvailalt e lol hite.

When? Thr: rniur lieason s July October, peak being September.

Tips:
1. fJr:al Lrp fol mixed qas divinq, t will sionificantly extend your dives

rrrd l,he dive shOps / boats are all set up t0 suppOrt you.

2 Tilke yoLrr own printing press or loads of money; it's not cheap, but

we wcrrth i[

3. Tly lhe seafood, its great aong with the huge selection of Malt

Whiskeys lust skip the local lager [Tennants Extra - its deadly) and

walch out fOr the local seruices league and their bagpipe parade if you

lrave l|ied the Tefnants Extra and a couple of cleansing scotchsl

ference. The British wanted them deshoyed

as any redistribution to the other Allies would bring an imbalance of naval power and

loosen Britain's dominance in this area, So the Germans pmbably circumvented a

number of very heated debates and finally brought a smug grin to their faces and

restorcd some battered pride. lronically for the Brhish, the act allowed the Germans

to subsequently leap frog the Royal Narrl when the German fleet ltlas rebuilt, based

rrr newer technology and architecture principles in the 1 930s without being "bogged

down" with the older era ships.

Given the fact that the act must have pissed off the French, which is always a

good thing, and created a scuba diving paradise, l'm happy to raise a glass to Rear-

Arlmirtll Ludwig von Beuterl

Betwcen 1923 and 1939 most of the sunken ships were salvaged leaving 3
Errl,l,ltrrihips tSMS Konig, Kronprinz Wilhelm & lVarkgrafl and 4 Light Cruisers ISMS

Ut'uttttnttt Koln, Karlsruhe & Dresdenl on the bottom of Scapa Flow in around 30-
4/nrrrlwirl,rrl lhcseshipsplusothershomthesecondworldwarmakesScapaFlow

rr wnl,hy ruklil,ron 1,0 y0ur diving'must-do"list. ln September 2008, lVichele & lwere
Irrr:ky rrrrrrrrrlh l,rr lxl ur l,hc UK and planned a side trip to Scapa Flow to check

rnrl l,h, rlrvlr; We [itd lrcard oood things about it, but nothing could have

prrrlrrrrrrrl ur lul wlxtt, ur,rriril,ed us. We had excellent weather (best in the tJK

irl l,lxI l,lrrrrl, llllll wtt,{l.ri, rgorrd visibility [10-15m], walmer than expected

wrrl,rrl ll4rrr:i, rr rlrrrrrl, rlrvt hrrirt, rnd a brilliant guide [Kreran) who had spent

rr lrrl. rrl l,rlrrr rlrvrrrrl Llrl lirrrul.lr; of lVexico. Throw in an awesome bed &

Irrrrrrklurl, c[liu Lrr llrrr Irr:rrl prrhr; lrrd yorr ger a near perfect holiday Things ;:
rlrrril, rlrrl rrrrrr;lr lrrrl,l,rrr l,lrrrrr Llrrrl, rn nry oprnionl

llrl ll(rrrry lrlrrnrlr; rrrrr irrr rrrr;lr4lrluoo in northern Scotland, situated

rrlrrlrl,1li krrr rurrl,lr rrl l,lrrr r;tru;1, rrl 0nil,hnes;s, very top right corner of

lirrrl,lrrrrrl I)r'krrrryt:trrrrlltlinirJVlt /l)ir;krrrr|;olwhicharound20areinhab-
tl,trtl llro r;rrrrl,lrrrrrr irlrrrrlr; lrrnr rr rrrrl,rrrul lrrirbour called Scapa Flow that is
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n. Oponing flnd Wclcome

I ln A( iM w;r; olxlt(xl ill 6:08pm by Kevin Burrows (Public

Ollrr0r)

b. Prescnt and Apologies

l'ttx)nl:
Kovm L\rrrcws, Warrick lvlcDonald, Steve Trewavas, Terri Allen,
(iiry Ilirrclay, l\4ichael Waldbrenner, Helen Higgins, Andrew

lla(t(Ins, Linda Claridge, Claire Cooper, lan Taylor, Suzie Taylor,

I)irr()n Crockett, PeterWolf, Rob Lee, Harvey Grantham, Ken

Srnilh, Dave Warnes, John Dalla-Zuanna, Tara Parkinson, Jon

llonshall, Amanda Hulley, Aaron Gentleman, lvlel Gager, Rhys

IiDne, Scott Edwards, Peter Browne, Nikki Palun, Martina

Fuchsberger, Andrew Childs, Geoff Parker, Bruce Bulled, Nick

Crrmberland, Bichard lrndorfer, David Raymond, Shaan Evans,

.,ohn Vanderleest, Craig Larkin, Rob Jerrom, Anthony Fuller,

I ltrjhard Harris, Mark Stiebel, Tania Yarra, Liz Rogers, Lucas

Wtrcat, Sera lbison, Jim Arundle, Liz Mcleod, Carolyn Bush,

.lustin Chrimes, Jane Bowman, Carlo Virgili, Glen Harrison,

Craig Challen, Grant Pearce, Ollie, Brigitta, Andre, Dean

,lolrnson, Bob Bridges, Darren Walters, Suzanne Walters, Travis

Snritlr, Neville Skinner, Peter Horne, John l\ilcMillan, Mark Pain,

lrovor Wynniat

Apologies:

lloiko Apps, Noel Dillon, Michael Kelly, David Fielder, Andrea
(iorrlon, [,{ax Marriott, Deb Williams, Geoff Stebbing, Simon

Ik)u(lhly, Bichard Taylor, Greg Bulling, Angus Bargo??, Janod

Wlrlo, Rob Brennan, Josh D'Ambrosio, Lisa Dalla-Zuanna.

c. Acceptance of Minutes of previous AGM 13n0/2007

Irovor Wynniat asked that it be noted that he did not say that

l'[x]li w(nrld be fenced or that a user pays system would be

rrlr(xfucc(I. Amendment was accepted- IVOVED by Steve

Ircwrrvrr:; ;uxl SECONDED by John McMillan.

I\,4nlrh:i woro ;rcccpted - MOVED by Terri Allen and SECOND-

I l) l)V llol) I {)o

(1. Uusinoss Arising from the previous AGM

Nr r l r r.,rr rcr.r, i l t:ilt( l ltotn provious AGM.

(l A(lol)lion ol nnrrufll Reports

All ,rrrrrrr,rl rclr)r1,, wrrl lr lllc S({)tcmber issue of Guidelines

,rrrl wr.rr, .rr r r,grtlrl l lrr l,rrlrlir; Ollir:cr asked the DireCtOrS fof a
,,l,tlr,nt',ll r)tI llr!l rrlr)tlt,

N{la(rlrl l)iil!{.lrrr

W,ll, l, N,4, Itorr,rIl ,rrrrrorrrr lrl llt,rl lro will l)c standing down

r!,il y,,,| ,rl llF lrrrlr,l 1il.llII ,|)(lIlIrl lr0 will implcment a

',lr r r!.,..1)l ,.y',llrrr wlrlrl r ,lllt(l,tlr,, woulrl lxt lrtitrcd tO take

over Directorate positions. He indicated that two candidates

have expressed interest in the position of National Director. He

was asked who the candidates are and he indicated a need to

respect their conlidentiality until the election was called.

National Director's report was accepted - MOVED by Wanick

McDonald and SECONDED by David Warnes.

Business Director

Warrick McDonald spoke for Heike Apps who regretted that she

was unable to attend because of work commitments and was

hoping to present the finalised linancials at the AGM.

Unfortunately these were not finished in time by the Auditors but

will be published in the December issue of Guidelines. The

CDAA has approximately

$300 000 in the bank. Thanks were given to Helen Higgins for

the increased exposure and sales of CDAA products. Heike

has begun the process ol investigating a Business Plan and this

will be continued by Helen Higgins. Business Director's report

was accepted - MOVED by Warrick McDonald and SECOND-

ED by Ken Smith.

Site Director

Gary Barclay spoke of the ongoing work cleaning up sites and

installing tables and stairs. He cautioned that modifications and

upgrades to sites were dependent on landowner approval and

to be mindful ol access arrangements particularly with

Englebrechts currently being a construction site. He mentioned

that the State Reps are investigating new sites in their respec-

tive states, organising functions and they are available to help

members when travelling interstate. Gary discussed EIa Elap

access. He said work is being done to try and regain access.

Site Director's report was accepted - MOVED by Gary Barclay

and SECONDED by John McMillan.

Standards Director

Steve Trewavas mentioned positive feedback regarding the

recently run updated format of the Penetration program. He

warned that Forestry is aware of breaches of people diving in

Forestry sites above their qualifications and that the rangers will

be vigilantly checking cards and permits. Standard Director's

report was accepted -MOVED by Steve Trewavas and SEC-

ONDED by Claire Cooper.

Publications and Records Director

Terri Allen thanked Helen for her work with products and the

lantastic range ol products available. She also thanked Tony

Richardson for his work as Webmaster and Michael Kelly and

Jason Caldwell fortheir dedication as Records'Officers. She

also mentroned gratitude for the ongoing contributions made by

members such as Ken Smith and Richard Harris who regularly

submit articles for Guidelines. Up to October there were 679

members comprising of 280 Deep Cavern, 215 Cave and 184

Penetration. More divers seem to be progressing through the

different levels of qualification. Women made up 15% ol the

membership (99 members). The states were represented by

Vic 340 members, SA 290, NSW 50, WA 25, Tas 20, Q'land 7,

NT 2 and ACT 20-25. Between July and Octoberthere were 64

new Deep Cavern divers in Vic, 18 in SA, 10 in WA, 5 in Q'land,

5 in NSW 5 in Tas, 1 in NT and 7 in ACT. Each year member-

ship is between 700-800. 750 (2004),770 (2005),825 (2006),

818 (2007) and 828 (2008). Tdni was asked about droporlt

trends. About 100 new members are gained each year and

about 100 drop off- The question was asked why members

drop off? Are we doing something wrong? Do we need more

sites? Do we wanl more members? The Directorate was asked

to investigate drop olf trends. A suggestion was made to send

out questionnaires to members that fail to renew. Also a sug-

gestion was made to promote inactive membership to these

members. Terri was asked if the CDAA is actively promoted or

advertised throughout the diving community. lt was suggested

that the CDAA considers advertising in publications such as

Dive Log and Sport Diving magazine. Publications and Records

Directo/s report was accepted - MOVED by Teni Allen and

SECONDED by Liz Mcleod.

Public Officer

Kevin Burrows thanked the Directors for their enormously good

job and asked the members to record their acclamation and

thank the Directors.

t. Adoption ol Financial Reports

A question was raised as to why the audited reports were not

available at the AGM particularly as plenty of notice is given.

According to Heike, the bookkeeper had linished the reports

and sent them to the Auditor before the dead line but the delay

had been with the banks being too busy in responding to ques-

tions from the Auditor_. When the audited reports become

available they will be published on the web site and in the

December issue of Guidelines. As long as there is little differ-

ence in the preliminary reports and the linal audited reports

they will remain accepted. lf there is a significant change thoy

will be presented to the members again for adoption. Kovin

Burrows guaranteed to follow this up. The financial reports

were accepted - l\ilOVED by Warrick Mc Donald and SECOND-

ED by Rob Lee.

g. Appointment of an Auditor

Cleland McFarlane Selth Pty Ltd were appointed auditors for

2006,2007 and 2008. The company has been reappointod foI

the year 2009 - MOVED by Warrick McDonald and SECOND-

ED by Grant Pearce.

h. Results of Postal Vote

For the Motion to Change the Hall of Fame and Life

Membership 1 67 votes were recorded which meets the 20% of

eligible members requirement to change the Constitution. 131

in favour, 34 against and 2 informal votes were counted. The

motion was adopted.

For the nomination of Max Marriott to the Hall of Fame 167

voles were recorded- 124inlavout,37 against and 6 informal

votes were counted. Max Marriott was inducted into the Hall of

Fame. Congratulations were recorded for Max.

For the position of Business Director there was one nominee

with 167 votes recorded. 142inlavour,21 against and 4 infor
mal. Helen Higgins was appointed Business Director and she

was congratulated.

For the position ol Standards Director 167 votes were recorded.

Linda Claridge receivod 60 votes and Steve Trewavas 1 07.

Steve Trewavas was appointed Standards Director and congrat-

ulated. A debt of thanks was given to Linda Claridge lor past

work and for standing lor the position and she was congratulat-

ed.

i. General Business

1. Two motions were submitted by Deb Williams and seconded

by Geofl Stebbing for tabling and discussion at the AGM. (see

Appendix) This motion was discussed and will be presented for

postal vote. A balanced argument lor and against will be pre-

sented and published on the web site.

2. Discussion continued regarding the direction of the CDAA.

What to do with the money. Where the Association is going.

This will lead to a Direction for the CDAA and then a business

strategy and Business Plan will follow. The question was asked

what happens if the Directorate fails to do this. Kevin Burrows

said that if the members are unhappy a SGM can be called and

the Directorate removed from otfice. An alternate motion

encompassing the Business strategy can be proposed which

could override the motions put forward by Deb Williams.

3. A number ol other motions were received by the Directorate

to table at the AGM. The Public Officer reported these were

received by omail only and didn't bear signatures of the propos-

or and seconder. All ol the motions proposed except the first

wsre proposed or seconded by non financial or inactive mem-

bsrs, Ths Directorate will contact the members who submitted

motions to give them the opportunity to resubmit them accord-

ing to tho Constitution so they can be presented as per

Dsbbie's motions.

4. The National Director was asked to elaborate on the events

associated with the purchase of property. Warrick stated that

Hsike asked him to investjgate buying a property so he contact-

ed the agents and looked at the church in Allandale_. A bid

was made to get a price. The Directorate discussed the bid and
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rlR€ qt lhE Eirg€tsrE broke oonfldentlallly by bringing the discus-

li€n i€ thE EitEntlBn ol thc mcmbors and furore was created.

W6rrlEh EtAtEd thet lhcrB was no voto by tho Directorate, there

lvEE nE EBendE ltBm, end lt wa8 purely an investigation. The

ErplEnBlion wEc dcbatEd and Warrlck staled that the offer was

not l€0el bscauac ll had not besn signBd and that the situation

wHr blottvn out of proportlon,

5, WBrrlck McDonald sald thanks and remembered Barrie Heard

who paeEad away on tho 3/1/08. His contribution to the CDAA

WR€ ecknowlodged wlth gratitude, A mjnute's silence lollowed in

msmory ol Barrlo Heard.

6, A lettej wa8 rscelvod by the Directorate from Scott's agency

ctatlng lhat all access to Barnoolut Estate was to be through

Orant Sommor. Ths Directorate informed the members that

Barnoolut Estato will be opened lor diving for CDAA members

by contactlng Grant Sommer via the online booking on the web

Elts, lvlombers would be covered by CDAA insurance. Access

olllcers havo bsen appointed and will collect lees directly from

mombor8 diving tho site as per the Shaft.

7, A member asked if the changes to the Constitution regarding

tho Hall of Fame would be retrospective. Kevin Burrows stated

that lhoy would be effective as from today. He also stated that if

anyone wantsd to, they could re submit their nomination.

8. A member asked if there was a commitment to install a lad-

der system at Ela Elap or One Tree. Gary responded that the

landowner did not want any infrastructure because he felt that

this would lead to an obligation to allow access all the time.

9. Kevin Burrows thanked the members for their attendance ar

said it was healthy lor the Association to have members inter-

ested and to attend.

i. Close

lvleeting closed al 7 i25pm.

Amendments
- Also present Mark Nielsen.

- Andrew Seifried asked that it be noted that the box of docu-

ments for the audit were not received by the auditors until afte

the 20110/08.

- Heike Apps asked that it be noted that the idea about purcha

ing a property had been discussed for a while and a joint deci
sion was made for Warrick to look for an appropriate property.

I IUe I ru 0
a

I
-

IU u ng

l)l ( I Mlil lt ,r00lt I'n (,1 t4
DECEMBER 2OO8 - PAGE .I5

LETTERS...

Hello Helen

Further to our conversation yesterday, I am pleased that the business plan is on the agenda.

l'm keen to have my motions circularised in guidelines and acknowledge that once the business plan is in place

then this may be covered.

ln the meantime, can you please publish?

Thanks, Deb

lwould like to pr0pose the following items for the Agenda for the 2008 Annual General Meeting:

1. Moved, Deb Williams 3092, seconded Geoff Stebbing 1544, that the CDAA establish a Finance Commitee to

investigate various investment options, including property purchases. This committee be responsible for the prepa-

ration and presentation of the "Business Case" for each proposed investment for cons deration by the members.

2. Moved Deb Williams, 3092 seconded Geoff Stebbing 1544, that all CDAA funds nvested in Non-Bank invest-

ments, have a minimum cash flow not less than the prevailrng Reserve Bank of Australia "Cash Rate Target".

Explanation.... lpersonally am neitherfor noragainst investing in capital assets, as long as it is commerciallyviable,

e.g. a commercial propertythat can be partially used to generate revenue, and a portion retained for CDAA usage

- perhaps adjoining factories or offices. I would not support investments that do not generate income or cash flow

of at least the Reserve Bank of Australia "Cash Rate Target".

erlt]U uDUr stau at
Just a Bed Lodge
. 6 individual bedrooms, 4 with two single beds and 2 with a double bunk and a single bed.

. Each bed is supplied with mattress cover sheet, pillow, doona & blanket.
Please provide your own linen or linen is available for a small additional cost.

. Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing for a secure area for personal effects.

. Keys will access the front sliding door and your individual bedroom only.

Rates from S3D pp per night!
. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigeraton two microwaves,

crockery and cutlery toaster & kettle), kitchen table, lounge area, TV & DVDlvideo.

. 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom with instant hot water shower & vanity.

. Barbeque, seating area and provisions for drying of diving equipment if required.

CIean air fills, Nitrox and Trimix is available from Blue Lake Diving nightly.

Contact Suzanne anytime on 0427 884 729.

o Air Fills e Scuba $ales & $ervice r Nitrox Fillsi
o Minor Repairs r $cuba Gylinder Testing 

I
t

ffinxcrdl mremryffienffihgls :

Guaranteed o'nlght AirlNitrox fitts... drop off before 9pm... fitled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries
Darren Walters - 0408 845 5ll

Emalh dwalters@seol.net.au

Lot 7, Cafpltto Rd, Compton (via Mt. Gambier)
PO Box 0286, Mount GambierWest, S.A.5291

^ TriPod 
-

available'iir uset
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Ilrl rrr,rlor ,rrlv,rnl,rqc to using pasive
',,rrrr;rh,r,, r,, llr,rl lircy allow for a "time
wr,ri;lrlr,rl" ,rvlr,tr;c of the contaminant
ovcr Ilrr, lirlc pcriod o{ deployment (e.9.

lrrrls pr,r rnrllion pcrday). Thisworkwas

;rrrl ol ,r urr,rll pilot study through the
lJrrrvt,rsrly ol South Australia with help
,rnrl lx,rrnissions by the CDAA, Forestry

5A, DLtl, and the Kemps (who manage
tlrc I rrr;cllrrcchts Cave). The passive sam-

plirrr; rkrvircs are very low impact and are

,rlrr,,rriy in use by DPI Victoria to monitor
sr,voral trcshwater catchments and are

wt,ll rlocumented in the scientific litera-
trrrr, ,rs ar r eptcd samplinq devices.

The purpose of the study was for
b,rrkground assessment only. Previous

work done in the U5 has mainly focused
orr rrutricnt levels in areas with intensive

,rryritulture/farming, but there are many
olll'r possible sources of organic contaminants into such water-
w,rys (intensive farming and agriculture run-off - pesticides, fer
lilizors, nutrients, animal wastes; residential and industrial activ-
rlicr hcavy metals, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or PAH's,

srrr l,rr tants). lt is imperative that the groundwater resources be

prolucted from environmental degradation. A los of water
rluality can impact those living in the region as well as recre-

,rlional (cave diving) visitors.

ln ,rddition to the pasive samplers, water samples were also

l,rkcn lor levels oi volatile organic compounds (VOC's), heavy

mcl,rls, and anionic surfactants. Results to date show that any
VOC s, PAH s and anionic surfactants are below detection limits
by orrr analytical instruments (Gas chromatography-mass spec-

t)t ( I Mill il 2001t l,A(rt l(r
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tt,ATER OUATITY SAilIPLIIIG TESTS FOR THE ilIOU}IT
l)rrrirrr; tlrr. p.rst scveral months (mid-August through mid-October) passive sampling devices were
l)l.r((.(l in s(lvcral deep cavern and cave rated sites in the Mt. Gambier region. Devices were placed
nr I'irrcs, Fossils, Gouldens, Allendale and Engelbrechts Cave - East. The passive samplers enabled

lh{} rneasurement of water quality for organic compounds over a period of 4 weeks.

trometry and Liquid chromatography-

mass spectrometry LC-MS). Pesticides

and total petroleum hydrocarbon
samples are still in the process of
being analysed.

We also examined the cave water
for the presence of potentially disease

causing microbes which could pose a

health risk to people accessing the
sites (i.e. ear infections and gastroen-

teritis). The number of microbes which

may potentially cause such illness are

many and varied, but are often asso(i-

ated with fecal matter. Rather than
running separate tests for each of
these microbes, it is much simpler just

to compare the amounts of a specifi(
group of microbes which are almost

always asociated with fresh mam-

malian feces, the Eacferoidies, A high-

er number of these microbes indicates fecal material in the
water, and therefore pose a potentially greater risk to human

health. Although these microbes are often very difficult to grow
in the laboratory they fortunately have a distinct and unique

DNA sequence. Using modern molecular biology techniques we

can search for the presence of the Bacteroidles-specific DNA

sequences in water samples. Once we have these DNA sequence,

we can than separate them out on a gel whlch shows up as a dis-

tinct band. The intensity of this band is also proportional to the

amount of the microbe in the original sample. The image on the
left shows the DNA from all bacteria, while the one on the right
is the DNA from Bacteroldies. The results indicate that the water
sample collected from Fosils had the smallest amount of bacte-

ria, including Bacteroidies, while Gouldens had the greatest.

These results can be effected by exposure of the water to direct

sunlight (promoting algal growth and total DNA measured) as

well as wind transported particles from adjacent paddocks (fecal

associated bacteria DNA).

A final report will be delivered to the CDAA, Forestry 5A, and

the DEH in the upcoming months. As a final note, this work
would not have been possible without the help of fellow
cave/cavern divers Audrey Pang, CD (a.k.a. Dave Pearce), James

Atwell, and Mark McDade. Thank you for all the help and
patience with schedules and the help deploying/collecting sam-

ples.

Phil Mercurio, Megharaj Mallavarapu, and Michael Beer

Centre for Environmental Risk Assesment and Remediation

University of South Australia.

CI}AA T'II(}I}[JCTS
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT . . .

It is with pleasure that I would like to introduce the new Products Olficer, Tara Parkinson who will officially be starting
in the role on the 1/01/09" As l've now taken on the role of Business Director, I would like to put in the same sort of time
and commitment to my new role and have therefore decided to pass the role of Products Officer to someone new. l'm
sure Tara will continue in the role with the same commitment and enthusiasm that you're all used to. l'd like to thank
everyone who has supported me in this role and look forward to continuing to work for you as Business Direclor

NEW DVD!... China.Eeneath the Wall - DVD $35
Sichuan Province in central China is home to some of the world's biggest cave systems and this film follows a team of
British explorers as they attempt to link together two of the most spectacular. The Great Doline is nearly a kilometre
across and seven hundred metres deep and is considered by many to be the biggest natural hole in the world. The
Great Crack is a natural limestone gorge over two hundred metres deep and in places only two metres wide. These
geological wonders are only ten kilometres apart as the dragon flies and both enter huge river caves with passages
over one hundred and fifty metres high. The expedition hopes to link the caves and complete the tantalizing through trip
but as with so many expeditions into the unknown things don't quite go as planned...

A great lilm about dry caving exploration in China!

NEW DVD!... Cave Diving Mt Gambier. $4O
It has been described as one of the most dangerous sports on Earth....Cave diving is certainly not a pastime for the
faint hearted. However in a small country town near the South East coast of South Australia, many thrill seeking scuba
divers have discovered a whole new world of adventure under the limestone surface of Mt Gambier. Whether they are

on government land or private property, this region is littered with underground, fresh water filled caves, sinkholes and
passages that are fascinating in design and awesome in size and clarity. From novice cavern sites, to the much more
intriguing penetration dives, 'Cave Diving Mt Gambier'will take you to places that are only accessible by trained cave

divers and rarely seen by others. Featuring 15 ol the most popular dive sites in Mt Gambier.

COMING SOON!... T-shirts with photo & map images.See page 421
A new range of T-shirts will be available soon via the online store. These will leature CDAA logo on the front and a
variety ol images on the back. Photos by Richard ('Harry') Harris and Design by Stuart McGregor.

To view or order these or any other products, please visit the online store or use the order form in Guidelines.
REGARDS, HELEN HIGGINS, CDAA PRODUCTS.
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Drep Cavern 280
Cave 21 5

Penetratlon 1 84

Total 679
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The Black Hole,
new ladder
just completed.
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Grant Sommer
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Wl lr,rvl lr,rrl ,rrr rrrlrrcr;lirtq litne of it over the past few

rrrrrrrllr', wrllr rl,lry tlr,nl; lx:irrq positively addressed by the
rllrr, lrrr,rlrr Wr,,rrl lrrlrlly rnoving towards an online pay-

nr':nl ',y',l,,nr wrllr llro r;orvi(xl currently being olfered for
il{[ ,lrolr rlrrrrr|; lrr;lrrrr:lional materials and membefShipS

wrll lrr, rrlr ,rnrl rrrr;ltrrr:;c{l Ot}line within the next few months.
llr,,rr, ;,, ,, ncw liutk Cave schedule which comes into

Irrrr, lrrrrrlrlr,ilrly. Iwislt to acknowledge Andy Higgins
worI hr lr; work orr lhis. The new schedule includes new
rlvr, ,,r'rlrrlnt:u; ;ur(l iln abolishment of the 12 month wail
rrrrl ;rlrrorl,rllrrr llrc ponetration course. We have increased
llrr l)ri!rr,(lur;rlr tlivos to 25 minimum post penetration
r rrrr,,r, Wlr;rl wo wish to see is recent relevant experi-
,,rrr ,, ,rrrrl I Irll llrcnr were better ways to ensure this, than
r rrr,rnrl,rlory wrrrlirrq period. Please reler lo the website for
hrrtlrlr rI,l,rrlr; :rnd rrpdated application Iorms.

I lrrrrrrllrl lllr lxrcn put into the adoption of training

courses or workshops in Hope
Access, DPV and side mounting. lf
anyone has any ideas or opinions on how to progress

these or wishes to assist with their creation please contacl
me.

We have approved a new cross-over policy to the CDAI
penetration level. This initiative will allow divers trained
with other agencies to be assessed at penetration level by

our penetration examiners and have the opportunity to gair

equivalency within our training system. This is to encour-
age other divers within the country to become members of

the CDAA. I wish to thank lan Taylor for his work on this
overdue aspect. Please see the amended Standards and

Procedures manual.
We have also obtained permission from the Australian

Speleological Federation (ASF) to adopt their minimal
impact caving code. As the ASF are recognised as the

premier dry caving body in Australia it is natural for
us to come in line and adopt their dry caving conser

vation recommendations. I wish to acknowledge Tin
Payne for his help with this. I would encourage all

members to read understand and comply with this
standard as a base level for dry caving activities
within our sport.

It has been the intention of the CDAA to allow
other agency instructors access to teaching techni-
cal courses in our sites. Since the Trimix/Nitrox and

Rebreather policy has been adopted a number of
these courses have been run with our approval.
Upon review the wording of the policy requires a
person to seek approval of the directorate and pro-

vide prool of their training before under taking dives
utilising Nitrox, Trimix or the use of a Rebreather"

These policies are currently being rewritten to vali-
date the spirit ol the policy. To that end the stan-
dards and procedures manual has been updated
and version 2 is about to go online. Could you
please make yourself lamiliar with these as a few

points have been added and procedures amended.
lf anything is unclear please leel free to conlact me

for clarilication.
A number ol informative workshops are planned

lor 2009. Please refer to the website for further infor
mation.

Kind Regards,

Steve Trewavas

r )(#r
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GLIAN AIB SEBVICING
0409 009 149 or 03 9776 9249

Business Director's REPORT
DOWN TO BUSINESS.,,

Well, it! been a very eventful introduction to my

role as Business Director during the lead up to the
silly season. Many a night answering emails, writing
minutes and sorting reports until ungodly hourc as

well as finding time for my non CDAA roles and my
family. Having said that, I am enjoying the new chal-
lenge and I am looking forward to making some pos-

itive changes.

l'd like to thank Heike for her hard work over the
pastfour years. I now appreciate how time consum-

ing the role can be. Also thank you to Tammie for all

her work as Treasurer. At times life can get very hec-

tic and we can get snowed under. lt can sometimes

become inpossible to futfil our obligations as volun-

teers and some understanding needs to be afforded.
We need to remember that all our volunteerc also

have paid jobs, families and other commitments. The

documents for the audit did not get sent to the audi-

tors until after the AGM. The audit has now been

completed and the audited financial reporB are now
available to view on the web page. There is no sig-

nificant variation to the reports that were presented

at the AGM and in the September issue of Guidelines.

Also published in the September issue were

motions to change the Hall of Fame and Life
Membership sections of the Constitution. These were

voted on and adopted at the AGM. These changes

are now reflected in the Constitution. As a conse-

quence of this change, Max Maniott was inducted
into the Hall of Fame after being successfully vo:ted in

at the /ast e/ectio n. Congratulations to Max! ! Please

note that now that the Constitution has been

changed, any past unsuccessful nominations for
either Life Membership or Hall of Fame can be re-

nominated.

On pg 24 thrs rssue of Guidelines there is an invita-
tion for all cavers to attend the biennial conference

of the ASF in Sale in lanuary. This is a great opportu-
nity for all to meet other caving enthusr,asts and to
hear some great talks, including a talk by Al Warild,

author of ' Vertical'. The CDM is one of the confer-

ence sponrors and Steve Trewavas and Andy Higgins

will both be presenting. There will also be a CDAA

stand with the opportunity to buy some of our great
products.

Finally, t'd like to talk a little about the Eusrness

Plan which I have now inherited. I have spent some

time going back over about 10 years worth of
Guidelines and found that the topic comes up again

and again but no real progress has been made in this
area. / see this as a very important part of our future.
I believe that the Association needs to have a direc-

tion which is agreed upon by the members and that
this needs to be in the form of a Business Plan. There

a/so needs to be a process to review the success of this
Busrness Plan in the future to make sure that we are

meeting our goals.

A number of motions were submitted to the previ-

ous Directorate prior to the AGM. Some were for the
formation of subcommittees to /ook into the
Associ ation's Regul ations, poli cies and Constituti on.

Otherc related to the formation of a Finance subcom-

mittee to look into investments. Others were in
response to disillusionment of a number of members

about the running of the Association by the previous

Directorate and the lack of transparency or member

consultation. I believe that a lot of these rssues can

be resolved and addressed by the formation of a

Busrness Plan through consultation with the mem-

bers. However, this is not a fast process and prelimi-
nary steps need to be taken to ensure representation

of the membership and thorough investigation.

As a first step in the process I would like to invite
and urge all members to give the future of the CDM
serious thought. A poll will be set up shortly on the
web page for members to make submissions as to
where they see the Association going. This is every

member's opportunity to be heard! How do you

want your money managed? Should money be

invested in property? Should money be spent sup-
porting member activities? What areas of the
Association concern youT How can these be

improved? At this stage I don't want to put a limita-
tion on what is submitted. I want to firstly get a feel
about members' concerns and ideas. The poll will
close on the 31st of January and I will then report on

the findings in the March issue of Guidelines with a

call for various subcommittees based on

the resu/ts.

I look forward to hearing every-

one'sthoughts! I urge every single

member to log on and respond to
the poll.

Regards, Helen Higgins
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Another record year has gone by. More
monay lnvested than ever in our history to
safaguard the income and financial viability
of the,Association. High membership levell
record attendance at the AGM, record num-
ber of speakers, Guidelines close to full
colaul record number of voters for the elec-
tlons and what's great is we have more to
camel The Directors have been flat out since
the AGM on projects that were raised at or
bafore the meeting so look for our posts on
the web site and email list.

It's another year and it's been full of sur-
prlses, I can't remember a period that has
requlred so many investigations. Members
lncluding lnstructors and Directors have
bccn under scrutiny and when we receive a
wrltten complaint the Directorate must act,
elther it is handled internally by just talking
to the member concerned or a full investi-
getlon may be necessary to get to the truth
of the matter. This doesn't mean that some-
thlng won't be done if it is a verbal state-
ment but a written complaint has priority
and must be acted on initially by the
Standards Director or myself and then the
lnvastlgation Officerls. our Landowners
€xpect us to enforce our Constitution and
Ragulatlons and l'm sure our members feel
the same. Under our lnsurance cover we
naturally are obligated to act to enforce our
rules as well. When it comes to teaching,
rhert bottom tlmes and "quickie" courses
wlll nat bc tolerated and the new Standards
and Freeeduras reflect a tightening up of
fhere rules, Far tha first time in my term we
harc npedpd to seek legal advice on how to
nnafraqE a €6njt,fut/on problem, the advice
vJis Ea*tly but ln future will enable the
Elreetcr= t€ a€t Jhou/d a sltuation, involving
AffeEfuE In an Invest/gatlon, occur again.

At the AGM {prabably the best attended
eved lrfc-d, after belns questioned from

the floor, that the audited figures had been
held up and put to the attendees that
although we did have the provisional fig-
ures (this is normal procedure and the final
audited resul6 are usually published in the
December Guidelines) I understood it was
the bank holding us up, therefore the
Auditors had not been able to do the audit.
On our return the new Business Directoc
Helen Higgins contacted our Auditors and
our Book Keeper and sought answers. lt
seems the Book Keeper had not finalised
the figures so the Auditors had not received
anything at the time of the AGM. At no
time did I mean to infer that our Auditors
had not done their job or were dragging
their heels. As Heike our previous Business
Director could not attend the AGM and
Andrew Siefried who works for the
Auditors was also absent, the meeting could
not get the correct information so I hope
this clears up any misunderstandings. lt was
great to see the support for the Directorate
at the AGM and a lot of the attendees
spoke to Directors and told them they had
attended to support them should any fac-
tion try and cause dissention.

lf you missed the AGM you missed out on
the biggest event seen for as long as I can
remember. Nearly 100 people attended the
presentations and our guest speakers
excelled themselves. Steve Trewavas outdid
last year's effort and is promising an even
bigger event in 2009. Put away 24th
October nert year in your diary now so you
don't miss out. Priority access will be given
to Qld, NSW, Tas. and WA members to
Kilsbys, Tank, The Shaft and Barnoolut.
More details on when the sites will be open
will be published in the next issue of
Guidelines or on the web, so keep your eyes
open.

Steve Trewavas was returned as Standards
Director by a healthy margin and has start-
ed already changing and updating areas

that have been long overdue for a change in
our Standards" As I previously stated a com-
plete new Standards and Procedures section
has been written, by volunteers. This now
matches the Deep Cavern Course require-
ments and although there are still a few
glitches with our Cave Course and
Penetration Course program aswe introduce
these new courses they should all marry up.
Steve has stated that he will be doing
lnstructor updates on all the new informa-
tion in 2009. lnstructors would have already
noted a number of emails requesting feed-
back on proposed changes. We need your
input on these questions so p/ease take the
time to reply.

The Penetration Program has gone
through a number of changes and myself,
Jane Bowman (Penetration Course Co-ordi-
nator and Penetration Examiner) and
Andrew Higgins (now a Penetration pro-
gram Examiner) have run the new program.
We found a few things needed tightening
and we adjusted as we went and notes were
taken. The new Standards, Course Outline,

PPP and noteslexam will be ready by the
Easter program. An update for all Examiners
will be required so that our teaching
Standards and outcome is the same.

I have recently returned from China (see
article this issue) where myself and fellow
CDAA members Andrew Cronan. Steve
Trewavas, Gareth lngram and Stefan
Eberhard represented the Association at
numerous functions. Cave diving has great
potential in this beautiful land and hopeful-
ly we will see more expeditions next year

Finally I will close this final report for the
year by thanking Heike Apps for many years
of service to the Association. Heike's input
has been appreciated and I
hope that we will see her
teaching and giving her
valuable opinion to the
CDAA.

Happy Holiday
Warrick McDonald.

CDAA
I
it
18S
258
719
1 188
r 268

CbA,{A.ll o{9"*n
Name

Warnes
Prust
Stace
Lewis
Horne
Mitchell
Marriotl

CateSory
Life Member
Life Member
Life Membor
Life Member
Life Member
life Momber
Hall of Fame

lV/ilVAV;iYrr
-----a.a,h 

-----,dt-E 

E

t,t i I n4llt fi =tili,t t,/\r 1l 
" 'r DECEMBER 2OO8 - PAGE 23

I

i

David
Phillip
Peter
lan
Peter
Lance
Max



CAVING CONFERENCE IN JANUARY

Ar rrrvil,rlion has been extended to all cave divers to attend the biennial conference of

llrt ALrslralian Speleological Association, which is being held in January, at Sale in

( ,rl)i),,l,rn(1, Victoria. Sale is the closest town to the karst and cave areas of East Gippsland

i,rp,rlrk'of holding a conference of this size during the summer holiday period.

M,rrry rk'lr:qates to KarstAway will arrive on the afternoon of Sunday 4th.January, to be

wllr orrrcrl with a free conference BBQ that evening. The formal conference program
,,1,11,, ()n tlle morning of Monday 5th, and goes to Friday 9thjanuary. The venue is
t ,r|;r',l,rntl Grammar School.

llrr,rr,r',,r turrific program planned. The opening guest speaker is Al Warild, the recipi-

r,rl ol llrr,2O0B Australian Geographic Lifetime Adventurer Award, and the author of
\/r'r tt,tl,llrt,rlcfinitive quide to vertical cave exploration techniques. Al has been involved

rr rr,rry ol llrc world's record breaking cave descents. The rest of the program will look
,rl rrr,rlor r,rvirrr; expeditions and projects, and everything you can think of that relates to
(,rv( ,', ,rrrl L,rr.,l geology, biospeleology, history of cave areas, and yes, cave diving.
(r l)/\/\ r', rirrc oI llre conference sponsors.)

| ., r,ll.rrt ;r,',t r onlcrence field trips are planned to the Buchan area (including the
l', ,llr, ,1r", ,rrrrl tlrl Nt,w Guinea Ridge area of the Snowy River), Limestone Creek and lndi

l,rrllr,r,rlt,'lrl

,\r,rirl'r,rrrlr.r)l ,rr rorrrrrodationisavailable.Thereisaverycheapcampingoptionadja-
,r.rrt trr tlr,. ,, lrr,,,l,,rrrrlllrcschool sverymodern boarding housewithspaciousandairy
l\,/ | r,,, rrr', ()tlr,r\rr',( ,',,rlc is well serviced with hotels, motels and caravan parks.

l,,r irrrllr,,r ,l,,l,l',, ,r .r ,llrl K,lslawaywebsite: http://www.caves.org.aulconf20O9/,
I, r, 7, ,r r ,u,rll ,r1 ,,, lrrrrl llrl rcrlislr.ttion form. Single day registration is also available.

1 I November 2008

Ms Helen Higgins
Busine$s Direclor
Caves Divers Association of Aust lnc
3 Harrir Crescsnl
GLEN WAVERLEY VIC 3150

;;SF'-
-----\.?'/F,I

ROYAL TTYING NOCTOR S€RVTCT,

flf AutTriAIliq
rr2t -!!)i)8

Dear Ms Higgins

Thank you for yo.rr clonatron rn memory of the late Mr Allan Scott AO

We will advise the family of your thoughtful gesture

We are a non-protit organisation and rely on donatrons from the publc to fund the
replacemenl attd purchase of our aircrafl and the medical equipmenl needed to conlinue to
provide our lrfe-savrng service

As you have glven in rnernory of someone who held the RFD$ elose to their heart, we
would be delighted to senrj you our quar{erly Airdoctor magazine to keep you inforrned of
our crews and their work lf you would prefer not to receive our newsletter, plea$e let us
know by eailing (08) 8?34 3333.

Your donation will help us to touch the lives of tens of thousands cl people who rely on our
aeromedical aneJ prinrary health care seruices each year.

l hank you for helping lo oontinue the wo* of the Royal Flying Doelnr Service.

Yours sincerely

l,i l i
I ri I
rlll

Ross Curiis
Community Marketing Coordinator

l<--- -.-''"--"-"-- -'

rotrr !$ j !-!i!!lj-113,:-111!:l

Ms Helen Higgins I Recerpt Nurnber 26BaBB
Caves Divers Associatirn of ,Ausl lnc
ll Harris cres{ent I Donatron $200 00

GT.ENWAVERLEY VIC 3'1$0 | oate 18111,2008

No. 8081 7

A/l donafi'ons sver$?.00 sre Ia,{ dsduslrbf8

Yit*1. lledi*rtctl, l-or Aux{ralia.
Sryai fiyin11 llounr $rtrief, &, ,{u$lra}iil Ctnnal Olxrntiffir lnrrr;rrat*d ABN fi I t{}!t {0$ ?15

Adelaiti* {}!tim: t1(ll Bcx f 81, Markxton Be 5*31, ?l llenlay 3eroh lkrrl" Mil* fixrl 50J I $ourh Aurn*lia
li:hphonu (0$i li73$ lSll liatsimilr {01} 1i?34 5{i.tr0 trimai} *nquiri*s@llyirrgd*:tor.n*t l?cb*ir* *xw.llyingdw(or.nrrlcrnu*l

Central 0peraiion$ lncorpl]r€ted
ABN 81 108 409 735

t3Mltnffi
0ualily

Endols{d
c'eSsy

t)t ( lMDt lL,Oilil I'l\r,l /4
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Donation certificate for the RFDS made in memory of Mr Scott.



Srrn llutucT()It's ltupohT
DECEMBER 2008.

Hi again, thrs year seems to have gone very quick-

ly. Another AGM was held back in October and was

a highlight for all who came, and came they did. lt

was a great turnout for the guest speakers who

spoke throughout the afternoon with some great

video's and photos displays from Harry on his record

breaking and bloody cold dive to 180mt into the

Pearce Resurgence. JDZ
amazed all with his great
revolving 3D map of Pic's,

Craig Challen spoke on diving

to the end of Cocklebiddy - all

I can say is that big balls are
needed for this type of diving!

It was a great effort for all

involved. I think there are plans

in the wind tor another look at
the end at a later stage, (Better

take some photos for all of us

that will never see this for our-

selves). We were also given some insight into the

China Project by Andrew Cronan, Grant Pearce

spoke about the Blue Lake and Pics prolects and

research. Michael Waldbrenner gave us some

insight into the EKPP and their team approach and

how they go about'pushing'their caves. With dive

times in excess ol l8hrs and swims over 6kms it

some serious stuff. I could go on and on... We need

to thank Steve Trewavas for being the main player in

putting this all together and I am sure nexl year will

be bigger again. All members need to help to sup-
port these great events so that they continue to grow

to greater things.
I would like to welcome Helen Higgins on board

and also Steve back into the position of Standards. I

am sure they will do a good job

in their positions Ken Smith
has been busy in Adelaide with

some entertaining slide nights

and BBQ's with good turnouts

I hear.

Please be aware we are

coming into summer with high

fire warnings on the way.

Remember if there is a fire ban

declared you cannot enter
Forestry sites, all permits with

be revoked and some private

landowners also place restrictions on access or the

running of compressors. Make sure that you are in
a clear area when filling tanks at all times and you

must have a 7 lt extinguisher on hand also. So with

the hot weather on the way some good planning

ahead is paramount.

During the summer months Bakers will be open to

Cave level divers so please check out the prerequi-

sites online and give me a call to arrange a dive.

Another Hells Hole dive will be held over 2 days in
April (25126) to give the site a good cleanout and to

allow divers without the necessary skills or equip-

ment to join in and experience this impressive sink-

hole. Once again - give me a call/email about this

one.

OzTek will be held again over the weekend of

March21122- an event not to be missed with lots of

inlo and entertainment to be had. There will be some

very interesting speakers speaking on many different

subjects. I look forward to seeing you there.

everyone a meny Christmas and

a safe and happy holiday time.

Cheers, Gary Barclay
Site Access Director.

another reason fo QUIT!

-llaursn Goldswo*hy's vacuunl cleaner lsas anong sorne of
Irer sparc bodr0or]l shen sRc ciganed her la\rynmower wilh a

lhs itcnrs thai wero daffialBd i* a lir{} in
lil ci$arette in hsi r*oulh.

P;erur*: ANf llA 8l li.C(lf

Fire $parks safety warnins
ltY /\Ni iln Bl n( utI.W

A NlOtrl{T (}lrniricr w**xin }lrs
rvir rrrrrd thc er;nr *unily $ftrin:it
ckrrni ng l:l$.nmo$,t'l* in lxdyor'rnrs
rvhik'sr:oking.

l,aur*r: llolrls*.r:rtlry was
lrt'ntcd lur srnr*c ilrhllitlion otr
Wcrlnesd:ry *flernrrorr aftr:r *
Inrvrrrnrlrr*r *xpladcd in * *p*rc
lxxlrtionr *l hcr Lon:c irr Stnllord
Strcct.

Ms C*ldsxorlhy said *he lipp*d
l lrr l*wrtrrtlrvtr {iv{ar lrt clr;rn it
rvlrt:n lirrl spilled rrrt{ oni* the
lIxrr.

"l droppld nry cigar*ttr: frotr

ltl! rnorth and lhc nr\t ,:rorn(t)!.
lherc wrs this huge ex;rhxiu,"
slre s.:rid,

*'l'lr* lllrrncs x.cnt intu nry lncrt
und:<rrrcltlrl rrtl'h:rrr :rrrrl llrlrr rt
rrp**ri irll ovrrr lltr nxrrtr ;;rtti humrtl
t-rt! vitctrurn rlt'lrrrrr, llrr rutrlls, lltt'
cr:ilirrg :lttl suntr plrolos.

'l trirrl nry llest to pul thr lir*
out, I grlhbrtl lul-s* car1x,l:; rrrrd
tht'cn'{t. rrrrt.o tlru lirr, lrrr{. t}rr
{!;rnrcs jrtst kcpl .sprr.'ndirrg.'"

Ms 0oldsrvort hy said ;rh.hlugh
*lre l:nd brcn convictrrl of lrsrur
hcforr, this tinrt. it rv:rs;ur:rcci.
d**t.

"I *t*rtr, lltis l.irrrr: I rlid nnr rlo
ii," slrr s:rid.

'l tlii,q aortlrr'arrl *i':rx*rr rqlrr:rr I
rv;:: !!l lxrrtust, i n:t firr ttt a fur'
l:rin irr lhe housrtri6et i'rrlpvhrlr I
was h*ing ph.v*irlll-r rbuscrl."

iil.s (iultl.trvu11lry s;rirl slrr *;urlrri
i.o rv:rrc nlhrrs lo &r rlrrrlirl rylrr.r
r:k':rning l;ntruttorrr:rs.

I'letrolxlir*n Iirc lienic* Siruth
li;rst rogion*l rr*Rug*r (ir:t:rgr.
ltrxli* teltrxrl ltr:r u,*:r:ing.

-l'lll*:. rxr slnokinl; xhtn rr*rk-
irrg with I;rrurrnerw*m l*d e*x;iinly
not irsid* tlt* hnrrsr,'' lrr s:rid-

Mr l{rrlis sairl *llhr:ugh xrost
olthe lir* hrtd lxr:n r:.tlinguirhrri
b-v lhc I.irtrr itr: h:rrl rrrivtrl *n
lhr srurrr', thr hla:rl r*rrseti utt
lstinraird dllrrnfr: *f $*0t)0.

DECEMBER 2OO8 - PAGE 26 DECEMBER 2OO8 - PAGE 27



CUT DOWN YOUR DRIVING TIME FROM
MELBOURNE TO THE MOUNT

Just in case you ever wondered il that other route
might have got you there a little quicken.,

Sale driving, ED,
Thanks to Cameron Lewis for the route calculator below.

Does anyone have similar stats for NSW and Adelaide?

February 1 - 28, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier. Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533 info@idcscuba.com.au

I abruary 6 - 9, 2009 in Mt Gambier lnstructor: Linda CLARIDGE 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

February 28 - March 9, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier inc pool sesslon
lnstructor: Andrew HIGGINS 0413569164 ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

March 2-1 5. Jane Bowman info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2600

March 1 - il, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier. Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533 info@idcscuba.com.au

April 1 - 31,2009 in Adelaide lMt Gambier
I nstructor: Maxwel I MARRIOTT Mob.0428897897 dive69@i nternode.on. net

Cave Courses
January 19-25. Jane Bowman info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2600

l,tnuary 23 - 26, 2009 in Mt Gambier. lnstructor: lan TAYLOR 041 1 -1 181 34 iantaylor4@optusnet.com.au

l,tnuary 24 - 26, 2009 in Mount Gambier. lnstructor: Linda CLARIDGE 03 5565 8793 garinda@tpgi.com.au

February 1 - 28, 2009 in Mt Gambier. Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533 info@idcscuba.com.au

March 1 - 29, 2009 in Mt Gambier
lnstructor: Maxwell MARRIOTT Mob.0428897897 dive69@internode.on.net

March 1 - 31, 2009 in Mt Gambier. Rubens MONACO O41 3-429-533 info@idcscuba.com.au

April 25 - 27, 2009 in Mt. Gambier
lnstructor: Andrew HIGGINS O413569164 ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

CDAA Penetration Cou rses
Easter 20O9 - Good Friday April lOth through to and including Tuesday 14th.

Contact Penetration program co-ordinator Jane Bowman info@abocean.com.au 03 9579 2600

Please download the latest application form off the webpage wvvtw.cavediwers-corn-au

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REMINDER...
A Tank Cave returning diver application form and the annual $15O fee will

be required before any bookings can be accepted.
,January 10 - 11 2009;Tim Payne April 10 - 13 2009 (Easter)

l{ole all Stop: and Siart: times at any bcation$
xx*kr

Route

Melb - Birllirrirl Bcaufo( - Streatham - Hamilton - Digby - Dartmoor - Mt Gambier

Melb Ballirrirl Streatham - Hamilton - Digby - Dartmoor - Mt Gambier

Melb - Ballirrirl Llcaufort - Ararat - Hamilton - Digby - Dartmoor - Mt Gambier
Melb - Ball;rrirl llcaufort - Streatham - Hamilton - Casterton - Mt Gambier

Melb Ballrrrirl Strcatham - Hamilton - Casterton - Mt Gambier

Melb Birll;rrirl lJrxrufort - Ararat - Hamilton - Casterton - Mt Gambier

Melb - Ballirrrl - lI:irrrfort - Streatham - Hamilton - Heywood - Mt Gambier

Melb - Gcclorrry Mortlakc - Hamilton - Digby - Dartmoor - Mt Gambier

Melb - Ballirrirl Slr<-.;rlh;rrn Hamilton - Heywood - Mt Gambier
Melb - Ballirrirl I}r;rrrkrrl - Ararat - Hamilton - Heywood - Mt Gambier

Melb - Geelorrr,; - Morllirkc - Hamilton - Casterton - Mt Gambier

Melb - Geelonq - Morllirkc - Hamilton - Heywood - Mt Gambier

Time (Mins)

263
266
266
270

273

273

273

274

276

277

281

285

January 24 - 26 2009 (Australia Day) Warrick McDonald & Jane Bowman

February Z " B 2009; Steve Trewavas April 25 - 26 2009; Linda Claridge

I cbruary 21 -22 2009;JohnDZ May 9 - 10 2009

MarchT-9 2009 (Vic.LabourDay) May23-242009;RobBrennan

June 20 - 21 2009

Warrick McDonald & Jane Bowman

July 11 - 12 2009; SteveTrewavas

July 25 - 26 2009; Linda Claridge

I lit;hard lrndorfer

M,rrch 21 - 222009:Gary Barclay

June 6 - 8 2009 (Queens Birthday)

Andrew Higgins

DEEP CAVERN Courses

AErat
t:

lloywood
t:
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CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au CDAA SITE ACCESS
Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

CN =CAVERN S= SINKHOIE C=CAVE P=PENETRATION
SITE LEVEI. OWNER ACCESS DETAII.S

SITE LEVET OWNER ACCESS DETAITS

M0UNT GAMBIER- SoUTH AUSTRALIA kontinued)
MOUNT GAMBIER. SOUTH AUSTRALIA

DEH SITES

Ewens Ponds DEH

P0. Box 1046

Mt Gambier'5290

(08) 873s 1 177

DEH

P0. Box 1045

Mt Gambier 5290

Ph: (08) 8735 1 177

Fax: (08) 8735 1 135

as above

BARNOOLUT SITES

Ten Eighty

Blacks Ho e

S s(otts Agencies P/L

Scotts Agencies PiL

Ni

CN

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

Smaller groups, no need.

Fax: (08) 8735 I 135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notify of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone or fax only.

Divers must have the corred CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry cunent

financial CDAA membership card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before access is permitted.

Training: The lnstructor is to notify DEH of the date the sites are needed and to fonvard

signed indemnities from each student and their temporary card number/ memberchip number,

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of delicate vegetation, $25/dive or annual Permit $55.

NOTE: Indemnity form to be completed with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. M'ship.

NoTE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indemnities at least 2 weeks prior to theh intended dive date.

Acces:GrantSommerph.0412266826. Mail-l47KenihansRoad,HappyValley,5A5159

Download indemnity and book online at wwwcavedivers,com.au.

DATES OPEN: Saturday 7th April, Saturday 19th May, Saturday 9th June 2007

Site unlergoing development...Watth this space forinformation!

Gouldens

2 Sisters

Fossil

Piccaninnie Ponds

Shatt Generally open one

weekend a month,

Trevor tuhby

For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDAA webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix
is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes
attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer io Shaft access bulletin within CDAA

Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
dive experience with twin tanks
Download form off website.
Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au (Linda Claridge, 0408 052 070)

CN

C

Hann't Gve P P&ALasslett

Manager: lvlike Haze

Groups of four divers only apply in writing to Site Director. Limited groups will be

allowed acces over the summer months. The site ls very delicate and therefore only limited

access is available. Divers applying will be notified as to further acces detaik. Please include a

stamped self addressed envelope.

Horse & Cart

Tea Tree

CN

CN

Peter Cunningham

P0 Box 2168,

Mt Gambier 5290

By phone or mail, I week prior. Ph: (08) 8738 4003. Engelbrechts

" East

. West

l\4t Gambier

Councll

Lessee

Ph: (08) 8723 2299

0btain key from [.4t Gambier Tourist lnformati0n Centre. Access agreement must

be signed prior to diving. 2 divers must sign out keys, all divers must sign in

advising which groups they are diving with. Diving should be avoided after hearry rain due to
posible water contaminance. Diving houn are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST.

C

P

Little Blue S District Council of Grant Little Blue - permhsion not required - must carry card,

Three Sisters P Millicent Council Download lndemnity from Web Page. Access available for experienced Penetration

divers only. Low profile or side mounted independent air systems required, Access agreement

must be signed prior to diving. Please allow 4 weeks for indemnities to be procesed.

Allendale District Council of Grant Obtain key from Lady Nehon Tourist lnformation Cenlre,

Ela Elap

0ne Tree

FORESTRY SA SITES

Dave's Cave

Hells Hole

Mud Hole

Nrttlc Bed

5 l\ilr. Peter Norman

s

Visit the house before diving.

lf no one home - no divel lVlcKay's Shaft Contad Email: site@cavedivers,com.au

Tank Cave lvlr. DYCER Acces Manager: Noel Dillon, Email: noel.dillon@macquarie,com

C Maximum3diversallweekendsbetweenMay&Novemberindusive kheckandupdateonCDAAwebsite).

S At least 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experience.

Eaker's Cave lVlanager: Brad Dibble Please write to the Site Access Director to dive in Baker's Cave. lnclude stamped sel{-

E: site@cavedivers.com,au addressed envelope, Climbing equipment required, 0nly open October to April,

Plnes gP Unrestrided days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter Penetration sections

C Unrestricted days or numbers.

P Open every weekend. lMaximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking I dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

NULLARBOR - WESTERN AUSTRAI.IA

Cocklebiddy CIP

lvlurra El Elevyn PIC

Iommy Grahams C

Apply in writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: Dhtrict Managel

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)., P0 Box 234, Esperance, WA. 6450.

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.slirxtinq Nettle Cave P open every weekend max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check an update on CDAA website).

lrllll.hiddy P Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

owu,r. ( onl,r( I Forcstry SA by email: forestrysa@forestrysa.sa.gov.au. Fax: (08) 8724 2885 or Phone: (08) 8724 2876 or book on-line via the
( I )n A w('lr,rlI lo,rrdnqe permit. Collect permits from the Forestry Office, RHS of driveway to Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, l\4t Gambier

r[It1)ilAN l

. frl,r rlrv rrrl ()r) lr)l,tl Firc Ban Days.

' l',,r rrrt ,rl,,o r lrlrrrrlrl lrt run compressors during fire danger season.

'l'r'y l,rr lIll', ll.lr'.Ncllk'Ucd, lddlebiddyandStingingNettleCavecanbeobtainedfromLadyNelsonVisitorCentreon
l,ri ,.r'll,rl 0[ (,1 I r)t(,!lty 5A pCrmits.

i rlLlry r Aaes - Open tortnightly,

Refer to CDAA website, Twin Tank - Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air.

Meet at gate of property at 8.55am or 12.55pm. Book online at www.cavedivers.com

0I (ontad Craig at kilsby@cavedivers,com,au

No animals, visitors or mid-week diving allowed..

Weebubbie The Department for Planning and Infrastructure, Midland, State Land Services South East.

P0 Box 1575, Midland 5935. Contact Kim Allison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.govau

Phone (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 s004

N,S,W. . WEI.UNGTON CAVES

Llmekiln PtC Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for thh cave depending on it's water level at the time. The cave

(MtCavity) has a restriction at the entrance which is underwater making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level drops to
form a small lake below the restriction allowing experienced Cave Divers ac(ess to this delicate cave,

C Affected by high C0, levek during Summer/Autumn.

Access is co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan - gregr@a,usyd,edu,au. Phone (02)97434157

ffum Jungle Lake Unrestricted acces currently exists - Please refer advice Guidelines #58 or check CDAA website,

This is a tri rated site. Please see detaik in issue No. 73. There are no specifi(

access arrangements.

DPIYC

Water (Antkline)
Landowner leased

IO CDAA

No Vlrlloru

Dt ( I Mllt il ]{Illt t,n (,t t0

Buninjuck
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CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FORM

Please send to: Tara Parkinson

CDAA, Unit2lT Condah Crt,

Ashwood, V\C3147.

Cave Divinq Communications. A manual from N55 - CDS dealing extlusively with all underwater

communicaiions used in cave diving. lncluding touch, torth and line signah,

and use of line arrows and jump reels.

cave Divino - A BlueDrint for Survival.
n book bvihe worldlrenowned cave oiver, tne late She(k Exley, lhis is a (ase stuoy

ol d nJm6er o{ a((ioents that have occurred in rhe USA and how to avoid them.

Cavern/Cave Diver Workbook. This workbook is the official training manual used by the NACD

for the Cavern Diver and Cave Diver courses. lt includes sections on accident analysis, (ave types

and their formation, equipment, communication and emergenry procedures, lt has a very useful

section on qas manaqement and dive planning with some worked examples. lt would make a good

supplemen[ary manuil for CDM studbnts anii a useful tool for CDAA instructors

Cavelns Measuteless to Man.
The story of the passion for cave diving of the late Sheck Exley who spent

his life exploring underwater caves. Publi(ations Directors pick.

Amazing book you can't put down once you start, a must read!

Basic Undetwater Cave Surveying. The standard publication for anyone remotely interested

in research and survey techniques used in water filled caves.

CDAA Occasional Paper No. 2. From National Conference 1981. lncludes topics such

as Fossil Cave, Belay Techniques and Cocklebiddy t979.

Nsl C,rvorn Divers' Manual.
I I rr, ,,t,rr rrl,rr rl rc[crence manual in cavern diving covering almost every ton(eivable topic
4t,,,, r' ,,\t l,rn( pl,s bchind safe sinkhole and cave div ng.

Ih,. l).rkro1\ Brrkons. By Martyn Farr. The history and development oi cave diving

I I rr. I rnri rrq ol I hc Slough. This is Sheck Exley s exciting story of the discovery and mapping

,,itlrr,l\,,rrrr[\l)nr(]\(dvcSystem atthetimetheworld'slongestundenvatercave.,

Al.,lr,rI,m(.rvr,l)ivin(l AContrast.ByTonyCarlisle.FourshortdocumentarytypevldeosonWarbla
, ,, '1 ,, ..,t,,. .rvr'.r,r"ll,,,r,llo IoaoHallandTank(ave.

Abseilino Handbook. For those lnvolved in basic recreational abseil in(ruction, this book detaik

r,rlr ,rlxeil prartises tor beqinners, Contents include, risk management, equlpment, anchor systems,

,rlxril site set up and instraction and emergency procedures.

"NIlhr lxrr l)rr,rnrrrrr;". I )ilr !l Nr)vrrllxr I 988, a team 0f Australian cave divers set out on an amazing

,,lv ,rrr,t,,.rl,,r,ilr,,rrrv,lrrnrr',',.rl,l'ttrtt,',rnwaters0llheParnikinPlainsCave.
lr'.'tr rrl,rwrtr,r.rlrl,,rrlru rrrrrlylr,Irlintragedywhenafreakcyclonicslormhittheareaand
ll, , rv, , 11,,1..,"r I'.,1,1,r nl 11,," .1,1lllf,ir ln'l(,w

Deep lnlo Blue Holes. By Rob Palmer.

This h the project manual written about his trips to the Bahamas, diving

some of the most advanced and spectacular caves in the world.

Divino in Darkness Bv Martvn Frr.. Person-allv sqned b\l the author, Provides a clear,

conciie and modern irvervidw of the esentiil e[uipmdnt, skills and techniques required

to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in softback Diving in Darkness

is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.

Nlt (,rvc Diving Manual.

llrr,,,l,rfrlarrlrc{erencemanualincavedivingcoveringjustabouteveryconceivableiopic NewEdition

Hidden Solendours of the Yucatan.
Hidden Splendors of the Yucatan is photographer/author Lalo Fiorelli's story of exploration,

teachinq,'and photography in the cives oi lvlexico'sYucatan Peninsula, His stunning photography

ls compiemented bv thd liiielu down to earth writing style that brings the experience of

explorition to the ieader. A must read for those planning a Mexico trip or at least dreaming of one!

$2o.oo

$30.oo

$25.00

$20.00

$40.00

$50.00

$s.oo

$5s.00

$49.00

$5.00

$30.00

$7s.00

$45.00
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UNIT
PRICE

TOTAL

Cave Divinq Beneath the Ozark Mountains - DVD - with footage of Ginnie Springs and the
Gasconade Riier in the Ozark Mountaint lvlissouri, over four days the teafi reach 2000 feet in, 200 feet deep,

using scooters whirh they drag through restrictions using ropes. ln this DVD they extend the survey of the cave.

$30.00

$40.00
NEW!

NEW!

"Facino Darkness". Followino some of the 0reatest (ave divers in north Florida.

Facing-Darkness invites you t6 discover the 
-underwater 

caves and how divers sdfely explore them,

About the geology, the danger and the passion,

Wookey Exposed. Filmed and produced by Gavin Newman, this award winning film looks at the

spectacular discoveries made by successive generations of explorerc and joins the latest team to take

up the challenge. Using specially designed camera systems we follow the diverc to the very limits

of the exploration as they attempt to push on into the darknes beyond the end of Wookey Hole.

Cave Divinq Mount Gasmbier - DVD - from Novice cavern sites, to the much more intriguing
penetration d-ives, 'Cave Divinq lVlt Gambier' will take you t0 places that are only accesible by tiainet cave

divers and rarely seen by othe6. Featurinq 1 5 0f the most popular dive sites in l\4t. Gambier

China - Beneath the Wall - DVD " Sicnuan province in central China is home to some of the worldt
biqqest cave systems, This film follows a team of British explorers as they attempt to link together two of thq
m6it spectacular caves and complete the tantalizinq through trip, But as with so many expeditions into the

unknown, things do1't quite go as planned.,, A great film about dry caving exploration.

"Down Deeo Down [.lnder'.
A sDectaculai film bv AlexWvschnia. Discover the hidden secrets ol Mt Gambier's famous fresh water caves.

Turkpd awav in S.A.'s Sth Eaft areiome of the countrv's best known freshwater caves.

The physical challenge of cave diving makes lVlount Ghmbier a divefs mecca,

$3s.00

$2s.00

$3s.00

$3s.00

. Embroidered Crew Neck }jhirts, B ack, Natiyand Steel Grey-t M, L, XL, XXL

. Embroidered Pololifrr Gnly!!r,k t,rg blr,k *,il ,,tq. Look very smartl

. Embroidered Hoodies, Black only-Sizes: 5, l\4, l" XL, XXL

. ErhoidTtr E!!, J.,k.tr.8l*k on 1,!s:5, l\4, L, XL, XXL

. Polar tleece Jumpers. CoLours: Blug Black. 0riginal logo. Keeps you toasty warm & smad!

. Polar Fleece Vests. Blue, Black. original logo. Great to wear as extra layer under the drysuitl

. Ladies Contrast Tee. Ladies cut stylish T in White w Marle Grey sleeve. Sizes 8,10 12, 14.

. Beanies. Black only.

. Gpt. Blr,k .,ily

$2s.oo

$35,00

$7o.oo

$135.00

$60.00

$50,00

$25.00

$20.00

$2o,oo

CDAA Key Rings. BIue with gold motii. CDAA P0. Box on back.

Rornd !ti.k.. CDq logo rr., l,nlll9y.

Bumper Sticker. Featuring photos by Dean Chamberlain,

tog 9oo!ro!!.r l,frjtb,qlld CDAA logo on the front cover.

Tank Cave Poster. Full Colour 14,5" x 25" poster of Tank Cave by Peter R ?rice indudes p&h.

Tank Cave Map. Premium matt or gloss 120g pnper $96.00 (laminated $22.00 extra, silver bxk $132.00)

CD of Guidelines 1-91 All Guidelines as searchable pdfs on CD

Stubby Holdgrs - hish.quultyjlll.oqrnqylllDAA loso

IA4!!q - s'rut f91 hryg4qpugllg,rn
Mask Slap Straps - fullv embroidered with CDAA l0q0

$5.00

$1.00

$1.00

$35.00

$8.00

$10.00

$8.00

!r.0q
$16.00

t ,rrrl No.

Order Date: Sub Total $

Plus P&H $8.00

TOTAL $

f, Bankcard I Mastercard I visa

)- Fax:( )-

UIv
o
oo

h
o

t t tl t,t/l ITEM
UNIT
PRICE

TOTAL

$25.00

$3o.oo

t ,rrrlholders Name:



NAME Deep Cavern Cave Penetr

AI'l'li, I lctkc ((ll)AA 2776)

ilt I 0l, ri;,411 1) 1 /0 Yes

Al I 0l) (i:)1) l 05(;6

I lrcrkc ;r;4rs(rt)qa.gov.au

Yes Yes

( ll lll I fi, Polcr (CDAA 1780)

Al I 02 49{i5 4497 Yes

Molrtkr 0419 820 920

I lxrlcr qrills(@hotmail.com

WAI II RS. DESIVOND

I ll I 02 (i04 1 1 405 Yes Yes

AH 02 6025 3506

doswalters@westnet.com.au alal

G@EED ,I-
COTELLO, Peter (ODAA 3378)i':l
Mob:0417494771 iitaitl,Yes,:,:''.:,,lti'ai:la, ti::iil:li,:al
1;( )r r( Iv (r southerndiving.com

MAlllilOtT, lt/ax (CDAA 1268)

lV0lr: 04i'U U{)7 897 Yes

I (lrv0(i1)(r)chariot.com.au
Yeri::. i:iYgs

:il I llAoll, Slove (CDAA 3495)

l'lron:04111134827 Yes

I rrr;rr :;lrvc.sclbach@mac.com

Al I I N, Ir:rrr (CDAA 3483)

M0lr 04 ll) I /{i (ill3 Yes Yes

I L,rr,rll1)n(rl)ilkor.cdu.au

A \ | oN I ', rrrl ((;l )AA 2826)

l'lrilrrr, (l,l l'l i14(i 44,)

I l'Al rlrv [{lirpr,{rl)lo il(]l.atu

ItAll( I /\r' t,,rty (Ol)AA 1/ll5)
/\l I (i) l) ',',r,r, ll/'illl
| 1.|rr,l rur llrl r oilt,It

l1r WI,,l/\l I l,Ir., (( l)AA lllll0)
t1t 1 til 11 

"'1, 
'l t,{t{l

I t,rl,,rr rlu, r 1rl,1l,lll

rl, , i.llr ',!rll I l

,t,,11il,,,t lilr,lr r lr/\n '.,1.1)

I1.,1,,,dl0rrl, U rl

l ,1 rilr l r,: !1,,1 ,,,rt r i

,.il !l r'.ij li

Yes

Yes Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

l,l , I n4lil li .rllll,l l',\r rt l,l

Yes

Yes Yes
Yes

NAME Deep Cavern Cave Penetr

DALLA-ZUANNA, john (CDAA 236)

Penetration instructor Yes

Phone: 0407 887 060

Email: jdz @ paintandcustom.com.au

HARDIVAN, Lorraine (CDAA 2824)

[/ob:0418 304 120 Yes

E: PALdiving @ people.net.au

HIGGINS, Andrew (CDAA 3329)

Mobile:0413 569164 Yes

E: ahhiggins@ optusnet.com.au

LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 3184)

Phone: (03) 9879 2868 Yes

Email. info@ melbournediving.com.au

McDONALD. Warrick (CDAA 1882)

BH: (03) 5979 2600 Yes

E: info@abocean.com.au

Mobile 0408 374 1 12

MONACO, Rubens (CDAA 1731)

BH 03 5984-1799 Yes

E: info@ idcscuba.com.au

lVlobile: 041 3-429-533

TAYLOR, lan (CDAA 3568) Yes

Phone:0411 118 134

E: ian.taylo14 @ delence. gov.au
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?eter Buzzacott

The Rowley Shoals are a remote atoll wilderness 300Kms NW of Broome.
You see big sharks on every dive, the tidal currents are ripping,

but, best of all, there are caverns galore and many of them
are probably unexplored.

minated in a

large room now
known as the
"bat-cave",
though there
were no batfish
there today. The
walls were verti-
cal and closed-in
6-8m overhead,
save for a large
skylight allowing
in a big shaft of
light down the
centre of the
room.

The Labyrinth
is a connected
series of 20-40m
long tunnels
through a large
reef-complex ris-

ing to the sur-
face (at low
tide). Big fish
passed me in the
winding corri-

dors, looking at me warily as they swam by, but the
passages flow at high rates four times per day and so

bear minimal life. Occasionally, beneath an overhead
skylight, algae and coral congregate but only in small
number and size. The tunnels are largely bare, and
t.lean. Wonderful fun, winding your way through
these limestone passages. Depths are most common-
ly 6-10m and there is rarely room for two divers to
rwim side-by-side, though there would usually be
room for one on top of the other in the narrow con-
Iines, if needed. Turning around at dead-ends can be
grrickly, with tiny needle-sharp spines lining every
ledge. Once under the skin an infection is certain
rrnless dug-out and treated immediately. lnitially l'd
probed this site using backmount but then switched
lo sidemount for a week and found that much better
lor avoiding the walls on the windier turns and the
ndrrowest entrances. Nonetheless those spines were
trrrforgiving and l'll be taking gloves with fingertips
troxt trip too.

The Rowley Shoals offer some amazing diving,
rorne of it of interest to cavern divers, but I suspect
lltc best caves are yetto be found. The speed and vol-
lrnc of water flow at every tidal change coupled with
llrc width of the surrounding reef almost guarantee
llro potential for a 100m-long tunnel just awaiting
rlilrovery. The lagoons are reportedly as uniformly
llr,rllow as the caverns we explored so l'm guessing if

I arrivcd in Broome to 27-degree overnight mini-
rnurn lcrnperatures, boab trees and our liveaboard,
rnoored in Australia's highest tidal range, up to 10m!

Wc steamed Nor-west for 18-hours, overnight, some-
timcs experiencing weightlessness as we crested
waves and soon after lunch the next day we arrived.
A shake-out dive to work-out our weighting, sort-out
any qear issues and, following a blissfully calm night,
wc bcgan diving caverns after breakfast the very next
day day.

Our first caverns were at the Clerke wall. The

Rowley Shoals are a series of three atolls, the middle
one being Clerke Reef, named after the Captain of a

whaler who first reported it sometime between 1800

and 1809. Depth around the atolls exceed 400m and
the lagoons within each fill-up twice per day as the
tide rises, then discharge twice per day as the tide
drops. Each atoll covers around 80 to 90 square kilo-

meters. Dead corals, shells and sand scour and grind
the walls of any crack through which water flows, so

there are twisting and winding passages galore, but
always with a sunlit exit in sight, hence it's cavern
rather than cave diving.

Swift drift dives often took place along the outside
of the eastern wall, so l'd frequently duck into a cav-
ern to escape the rapid flow. Having previously
arranged to photograph my buddies at the entrance,
lit by sunlight, l'd barely manage a shot of each buddy
flying passed, followed occasionally by a shot of one
of them swimming madly back into view, against the
flow. The depth of the cavern entrances along the
wall ranged from 20m to 10m, but in 34 dives down
as far as 40m all we
found deeper than 20m
were steep-sided gullies.
Great stuff to see down
there, but no caverns or
caves.

The two sites that
impressed me most were
"The Labyrinth" and the
"Bat Cave". Bat cave

was so named by my
buddies Mal and Terri on
a previous trip, after a

large school of batfish
circling within it. To

start we dropped over
the edge of the reef and
descended to look for
pygmy seahorses on gor-
gonian fans at around
25m depth. Once fin-
ished with that we
ascended to 9m, turned
north and followed the
wall until reaching a

steep-sided gully into which we turned. This large
gully narrowed over the next 40m until barely wide
enough for two divers and a small cave opened up to
the north, while the gully wound south-west and ter-

anyone is going to find a nice long cave up there it'll
be at between 6-10m average depth. On this trip we
explored less than 1 % of the reef in that depth range
so the potential is certainly still there. Check out my
"Rowley Caverns" video on the CDAA web-site and
Iet me know if you're interested in trip details for
next October/November (reefdiving@eftel.net.au).
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Dcntrnurron: rrr'orrrDA Virgin Tgrritotgz
Devll's Eye past the restriction

I love Devil's Eye. Yet after diving it virtually every weekday for months on end and
inspecting what seems like every inch of its gorgeous self, one day it struck me - this must

be what being married is like. lt's still good every time you do it...
but you always know what you are going to get.

l.hen the floods came and I was in for a wild ride; the around, enjoying the cave and doing progressively
marriage equivalent of coming home and finding your longer dives... meanwhile the vis and the flow began to
partner in a kinky outfit and ready to go, I suppose. The slowly return back to normal. One day as I was complet-
floods quickly turned the vis to crap and hardly anyone ing one of my regular ventures there, I couldn't help but
was diving" While most saw doom and gloom, I saw an notice a conga line of tanks leading all the way through
opportunity. I could turn my attention to the one tunnel to the new passage.." and finally to a new cookie. I won-
I hadn't seen yet, the tunnel that led to the new section. dered who else was going back there... and what they
Now for the benefit of the Oz readers lets do a little were up to. Luckily I didn't have to chew on this for too
'Neighbours' style catch up. Back in 2007 Marius Frei did long, as Andrew Ainslie gave himself away on the boards
the imposible and found new passage in what is proba- the very next day. We got in touch and figured out who
bly the most dived cave in the world" lt was a damn the mysterious "Saber" who laid line all over the place

wicked effort in anybody's language... the equivalent of back there was (James Toland). Thus began a flow of
linding new passage in Pines but on a much larger scale. communication that solved many of the questions I had

Marius laid well in excess of a 1000 foot of line and the in regards to who did what and when. Andrew added
(ave was still going! Unfortunately early in 2008 a diver more line, surveyed, and to his great surprise, found him-
fullowed in his footsteps that led to a fatality, leaving a self at 46m depth. 46m in Devil's Eye - it seemed surre-

sour taste in the mouth of the cave diving community in a1... the rest of the cave doesn't drop much past 30m.
I l. Ilrurc was a very negativevibe towards the newsec-
liorr lronr the cave diving community and everyone
,r,,,,rrrnr,ri that simply going back there would not only
Iol,rlly lrlow thc vis in the cave and ruin diving for every-
orrr, lrrrl il w,rs also a somewhat suicidal mission. lt's true
lrr :,ry llr,rl llrcre has been a lot of misinformation, myth
,rrrrl rrryrlrr r,,rrr surrounding the new section. l'm not here
lo ,,r,1 llu, rorord straight, instead I want to share my
r,xpr,r r(,n( r,\ lr,rr k lhere and a few pics.

Ior rrry vr.ry lrnt tlive I scootered to 3000 ft, swam up to
llrr, r,rrrl ol llrr, r;olti line, and made myway into the mys-

tr.rrorrr trrrrrrr,l lIrc tlow was virtually nonexistent
Ir.r,rlrr,r,l tltr, lloorls, which made diving in this area
rrrr rlrlrlrly qrh,,rr,rrrl, kirrrl of like diving Peacock. I got to
tlrl rlrlr rr lrorr ,rrrl llrorrqht "really?" This is the infamous
r,..trrlron/l rrrrrlrppr,tl orrc of my tanks and gingerly
poppr.r l llrr orrr;lr lo llrr, ol ltrtr side. To my qreat surprise it
w.r,, rrol .rl .rll lr,rz,rrrlorrs, or particularly tight for that
rr,lllr,r llrr,rr,rrr,rrrrrh,r ()l llro passage was a most rea-
,,orr,rlrL, ,,u,, .lr,l ,,vr,n lr,rrl sorne decent sized dome
roorrr., I w,r,, .,upr,t r,xr rlr.rl ,t\ onc gorgeous dome room
,rllr,r ,rrrollrr.r ,r;rpr.,rrr.rl rrr lrorrl of nrc. I spent ages stop-

l)nr(l,,,l,r nrl, [,r,l.rrr;,,rlr',ottrtrrr1... admiring cave that
k,,,r llr,rrr,r lr,rrrllrrl ol ;x,op[,lr,rvo cvcr laid eyes on.
Unspor[,r], rlrlorrr lrr.rl,rrrrl lrr,,rrrl r lrrl r,rvo revealed itself
irr lronl ol rrr, I lrtl llrrrrli .rt,rttnrl tlrr.4400 ft mark and
Irr',rrk.rl lr,r, k wrllr ,r rr.rr.wr.rl p,rsrion f or all things
6irrnir, ll w,rr lrIr. l,rllrrrrl rn Irvr, ,rll ovr.r ,rry.titt.

I spcrrl,r lr,w wr.r,f', rlrvrrrr; llrr,rr,rr,ryrrl.rrly, looking

by Agnes Milowha

Armed with this knowledge planning my next dive was
llrat much easier, so I mixed it up and continued my own
little exploration. Along the way I had the pleasure of
v:eing what is, without being too melodramatic, some of
lhe prettiest cave I have ever seen. Then suddenly and
rrnexpectedly I found myself at the end of the line... with
,r bunch of gas... and thought, now what do I do? The
125-foot spool was the longest bit of line I had. As one
ol my friends put it 'only you Ag, only you would do that
tlive without a reel.'
Y0t, there I was and the Pits of Mordor were beckoning.
llre Pit to the right was the obvious way forward. I

lrceked in and it definitely went. I decided not to tease
rrryself, with no line to actually go exploring, so I

rlropped into the other Pit. The Pit dropped to 50m, the
Ilow disappeared, and the whole thing was low, flat and
lilled with silt up to the ears. I have affectionately
rltrbbed it the "Mud Bath." While lwon't bet my life that
rl doesn't go, I don't reckon it does. Although to find out
lor sure, I would need a much longer leash. At the end of
rrry splash, I took out the spool; no point leavinq scraps of
Irne around and headed for home.
lirrally while relaxing on deco I had an after-thought - |

lust got to see my first virgin cave ever! l'd be lying if I

s,rid I didn't get a kick out of this, not to mention the
warm fluffy after-glow that goes along with the deflow-
lr ing of virgins. Yet the after-glow was typica lly fleeting,
,rrrd the cave had only revealed as much as a typical two
rkrllar peep show. I am under no illusions; in the scheme
ol things my little sojourn 100 feet into new passage

moans absolutely nothing. lt is not a cure for cancer. lt's
not even a footnote to the exploration that has been
rlone and is being done around cave country FL, not to
rncntion the world.
Yot the exploration of this cave does matter and it does
rrrcan something in the larger scheme of things. Cave
r,xploration is not just about divers seeing pretty new
r,rvc or spooling out line into unchartered territory. At
llrt'very heart of exploration is the thirst for knowledge,
krrowledge that in the hands of the right people can be
,rrilmunition in the battle for environmental conserva-
Iron There are so many examples in Florida alone of
lrlrysical connections made between springs by divers,
wlrrrh lead to conservation efforts and real changes in

peoples and organizations attitudes to and actions
towards the aquifer. Clearly the Devil's Eye Cave System
does not stop at the end of the gold line. Tracing the
source of the water could have a significant impact on
how the land in this area is treated by everybody.
Exploration should not be a dirty word; it should be
applauded, facilitated and recognized appropriately.
Clearly the mysteries of this cave are yet to be fully
revea led.
Going past the restriction is not a dive for everyone, the
same way a 10 000 ft push into Manatee or hitting the
end of the gold line in Jackson Blue is not for everyone.
But the cave is there, it has been pushed and it has been
lined, and where's there's cave there will be eager and
curious divers.
So if you are one of the curious divers and can't sleep
knowing that beautiful, unspoiled cave is just a hop, skip
and a jump away from the beaten path and you happen
to be in Florida, do us all a favor and take it easy in there.
Keep your own limitations in mind and don't over reach.
Don't plan a quadruple stage dive to begin with; enjoy
what this new section has to offer and better yet take
the time to enjoy the 'old'cave first. Make sure your side-
mouning is squared away, you are comfortable negotiat-
ing restrictions, dealing with potentially bad vis, tons of
deco and that you plan your gas accordingly. lf you are
going back there, remember; it is largely pristine and
unspoiled cave, so keep your wits about ya.

While my pics are from the white section past Narnia's
Gate, I don't mean to be biased towards it, as the black
section is equally incredible and mind blowing. My little
camera and 24W light however, are no match for the
black veneer walls of Devil's. One of my favorite memo-
ries is being sucked down the siphon tunnel into black
nothingness. lmagine being in this huge black tunnel, I

mean jet black, and being slowly sucked into what feels
like a black void - it was the most surreal and memorable
experience. l'd hate for others to miss out on this in the
future, so if you are back there stay off the perfectly
black walls, pretty please with a cherry on top. Otherwise
- have fun and enjoy!
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Photos by Claire Cooper:

top left: Jim Arundale.

bottom right: Jane Bowman

lnsert: Ken Smith

Bottom Left: orange shirt
overseas guest speaker
Michael Waldbrenner.

Ocloher I8III, 2008

Nathan Harley in Pines
on his KISS Rebreather.
Photographer: Dave Hurst

Linda Claridge in Tank Cave.
Photographer: Gary Barclay

So Santa really does fly... with 50kg scooter in hand!
Digital production: Heike Apps

Above and Left:

Agnes Milowka
on the Hill 400 line
in Ginnie Springs,
Florida.

Photographer:
Dean Chaimberlain
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Hidden Splendours
of the Yucatan
Author: Lalo Fiorelli

This spectacular pictorial book is filled with astonishing images

ol some of the greatest undennrater cave systems in the world.
The breathtaking color photographs and the author's
enthralling nontechnical nanative allows the reader to

experience and understand the spirit and adventure of this
remarkable new world, an exciting lrontier for both diversand

archeologists.
This is the first book ol its kind ever published with images

from the subaquatic caves of the Yucatan Peninsula, especially
those in the vicinity of Tulum. Artistic compositions of the

fantastic shapes and forms that abound are featured, as well

as photographs ol divers in this alien environment. No humans

entered these Yucatan caves lor at least 10,000 years until the
mid-1980s when a small group of United States scuba divers,

including the author, began explorations.
lncluded are images of the first eight caves discovered and the

ancient human remains and Mayan archeological artilacts
found within them. The text includes lively and anecdotal

descriptions of the author's personal experiences during a

seven-year period of diving these awe-inspiring cave systems.
98 pages, full-color cover, 95 color photographs.

$49.00 To order this book, please use the order form in guidelines or
order from the online store via the web page.
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Tank Cave Map r-.i,in

KilsbY's r-"i,ia

I'Lshirls eiverilerble soon
{;l)AA lor;o rlopricted on the front, image as above on the back.

l'lroto: ;lry llichard Harris, Design by Stuart McGregor.
( )orrl;rr;l Tara Parkinson for more details.

Al:,o rxlrr ,r:l llr,rn lo lrr, ,rv;rrl;rlrlc lor orrlr-.r via the CDAA Products on line store or by mail order.
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X Series (Cave Cut)

. l00A denier Cordura^ w/ PU

lamination auter shell

, lSmm urethane internal bladder

. Centrally lacated elbow to avoid
ta nk v a lve/r eg ul ato r i nteie ren c e

. Available in either 37lb / lTkg
ar 55lb / 25kg lift bladder

Solo BI
, Continuous one piece

harness systent

, Stainlsss steel D-rings and cam
buckle included

. Removable shoulder pads accept
staiDless steel D-rings

HTS i"
. Streamlined modular harness
system wvt comfort back pad
and lumbar support

. Comes standard 4 adiustable
Vel c ro'u' cumme rbund lremova ble )

. Comes standard w/ crotch strap -
5.lcm webbing with scooter ring
(removable)
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