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GUIDELINES h a newsletter of the Cave Divers Asociation ol

Australia. AII articles {or the {ollowing issue are to be sent to the

Edito[ David Bryant, P0 Box 2198 Rosebud Vk. 3939'

All articles and submissions shall automatically constitute an

expresed wananty by the contributor thatthe material is original

We assume no responsibility for unsolicited material Articles and

information may be reproduced without prior permission provided

reprints are accredited to the authors and GulDELlNES Private

advertising for caving and diving equipment may be advertised

free at the discretion of the Editor, 0pinions expresed in GUIDE-

LINES are those of the individual authors and are not necessarily

those of the C.D.A.A.
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PineTank Dive Lodge has been designed by cave divers t0 meet the needs of divers.With affordable

accommodation and only 5 minutes drivinq time to the best cave divinq sites in the South [ast of South

Australia (Pines,Tank,lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, Fossil, Sisters, Mud Hole, Stinging Nettle Cave), divers can

maximise their trme in the water. Follow the blue signs.

Three bedrooms accommodatc up to 12 dlvers. Relax between dives in the open plan, self-catenng kitchen ,

spacious living arra arc idcal for divers or cave diving courses.300 bar air fills and BBQ facilities are availablr

Pine Tank Divc Lodqt, is clost to the Glencoe General Store for all your fuel, bottle shop,

post office, EFI I']05 ,rnri storc item needs.

Pine Tank Dive Lodgr

Lake [dward Road

Glencoe, South Australia

Phone 08 8739 4020

Mobile 0438 833 
'103

tmail stay@ptdivelodge,on,rFrNE TANK uvr looar f

linmrlh's Cotttulin
HiAII

Guidelines 107 is packed with gorgeous photos, many from member's travels to far away places. Peter

Buzacott has an article on Cocklebiddy and will soon overtake Harry as our number one contributor of
articles and photos. Peter has also started indexing every issue of Guidelines so it can now be used as a

reference for searching people and places. P/ease see the ad in this issue asking for more volunteers.

ln the last issue I listed the membership with a breakdown of numbers in each state etc. I forgot to repoft

that we also of course, have many overseas members. Of our current 775 members and landowners we

have the following list from outside Australia: 2 from Czech Republic, 2 from France, 4 Germans, 1 from

New Zealand, 1 in Singapore, 1 in Spain (ole!), 2 from the UK and 2 residing in the USA. Thanks to Tara

for keeping us up to date on product matters. Big news on the membership front is we now have on-line

membership available. This should make life easier for both the records officer and members.

Thanks to Steve, Jason and Tony for their great work with this. Please don't forget your membership is due

July 1 each year lf you wish to book in for places such as Klsby's, Barnoolut sites, Tank , etc you must be

up to date with your membership. Please don't leave it until the last minute or when you are about the

hitch up the trailer for you trip. On the director front we have been very busy with rewriting standards and

procedures and Regulations as well as having to deal with long drawn out investigations.

The latter unfoftunately takes up a lot of time, energy and creates strest we would rather use this doing

great positive things for the membership. Believe me it is not a paft of the job we relish. Speaking of posi'

tive things please come and visit our stand at Oztek if you are going to Sydney. Plenly of terrific new prod-

ucts including posters and DVDs for sale.

Lastly I wish to pass on my sympathy and thoughts to those members directly affected by the terrible

bushfires in Victoria in early February /t seerns few of us in Victoria did not know someone who was

affected. Some of our members and officers were involved with the terrible iob of
body identification and arson investigation, while others worked in the Alfred Burns

unit looking after many victims there. The toll on the wildlife has also been horrific.

lf you can afford to make a donation please see our handy button on the corner of
the website to link through to the Red cross appeal or donate blood. Look out also

for State arranged meetings which may incorporate fund raising events.

lee you at Oztek.
Terri Allen, Publications and Records Directot

E m a i l. p u b I i cati o n s@caved ivers. co m. a u

- AttrICLus Fott GulDuLilstis *
. Send articles & photos via post, or preferably by email to:

Terri Allen, PO Box 6492, Melbourne 8008.

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

. Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jpeg files.
lf mailing please send pics and text on CD.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi

at 15cm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's, orTiffs if mailing.
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hcklebiddy Cave

in Western

Australia is my

lavourite cave.

ll has an exciting

history, it's big,

r,,rsi/y accessib/e

,rrrd it3 located in

,r wilderness that

rs al spectacu/ar

s only malestic

/,rrrdrrapes can be,

ro w/,t'rl my good

/rrrr/r/it.r Dene and

I'tppa :uqgested

wr. rlivr.either

t orklebiddy or the

llMA\ \w,nt on

Nr,w Yr,,rr Ive /

t r,r I r t t,tlly /r',rrtt'd

lnw,rrrlr llrr, r,tyt'.

We left Bunbury after breakfast on the

29th December, stopping for coffee in

Narrogin, then a picnic lunch at Wave Rock

and then we took turns at having a nap

before aniving on site in the late afternoon,

well after the heat of the day. We set-up

camp, then went to the cave to load-in our

tanks before sunset, as far as the fence

across the entrance. That done we called it a
day for a sumptuous evening meal, with hot
chocolate drinks, watching the stars come

out and, as I often do when

camping, we turned-in for
an early night. Just as

well really, because

the sparrows

awoke us in time
to boil the kettle

and enjoy a

spectacular sun-

rise with steam-

inq mugs of hot
coffee. After
rlowning a hearty :

breakfast, I cooked a

bunch of pork sausages

arrd put them on ice, for snacks

by the water in between dives. We fresh-

r,rrr,d up, went to the cave and were loading-

irr orrr rlear by 7.30am.

lly 11am we were leaving the top of the
r oll,r;x,t, with our final loads, before the sun

Ir,rrl r orrrr' ,rround that fal and so we Ieft the

vr,ry 1rh,,rs,rrrt shade for the cool and dark of
tlrr, r,rvr,, ,rrrrl lhc promise of adventure. By

rrrrrIl,ry wr,il \{'l up our gear by the water
,rnl wr,tr.r,rrjoyirrr; ir lunch of hot-and-hearty
,,lrr1r wrtlr lrr,,,lr rolls, tlrtn we slipped into our
rhy',rrrl., ,rrrrl lwrrn, ,rrrrl setoff across the

l,rIr'
l)nrrl nry l,r,,l vi,,il lil rrotorl the damage

done to the cave floor as far as the first rr,

pile, photographing a couple of deliber,

acts of vandalism and l'd reported it to G,r,

the site director. That was in May. Now, ju

seven months later we were appalled to sc

the damage done to this once pristine env

ronment. Large 2m-long, (possibly scootr'

shaped), scallops carved into what was pr

viously undisturbed silt, knee-indentatior

fin gouging, even writing in the silt, lii

"200m" and "Greg". ln the first 400m r
lost count of the number of frer

acts of vandalism. ln plar

it is so bad those ii
toric marks from 1

'80's Ieft by the sl

in the race to ti

end are n(

indisti nguishaL

from the slas

marks, han
prints and scri

bles that seem

me to have appearL

in just barely the last si

months. Was it really tlr

bad last May, and l'd missed

or else what could have caused sr,

wholesale destruction in such a short tin
lf it's recent then the viz must have bi

shocking while whoever it was was bi

carving-up the cave. I wonder if the secr,

sump is as bad as this. I haven't even bt,,

in there yet - I really hope it's not trashr

already. I also wonder is it possible we coulr

at least trowel away the graffiti? l'd gladl,

dedicate a whole trip to that, and l'm prob;,

bly not alone.

We discussed this over a cold por

sausage and, looking down, I found cigarett

butts ananged neatly, as though someol
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had whiled-away time here smoking and then just walked

away, leaving them behind. lf we're going to leave our

butts behind then we should ban smoking in caves alto-
gether. We got back in the water and I Iooked around with

an even keener eye, thinking this may well be the last dive

I ever make in here, because you don't need to be psychic

to see we're going to lose access if we don't address this.

Our next morning dawned in a riot of colour: and a mag-

nificent breakfast.

We filled a thermos

for hot drinks after

the dive, plucked a

few bottles of half-

iced water from the

cooler; for the stroll

down the collapse,

and once again we
entered the cave

before the day

warmed-up. This

time we agreed to
have one longer dive

rather than a couple

of shorter swims so

we could load-out

early enough to
enjoy the evening

with everything
done. We had 240-

bar each in our twin
12's (Pippa, being
part fish, needed

only 10's) so there

was no hurry and I

took the chance to
have a peek into

some of the side pas-

sages marked with a

knot in the newest

line (why are there

two lines in this
cave?). The passage

heading east at
about 85m-in looks

really promising and,

unless the cave is closed soon, next dive I'll have a look in

there for sure, though it's gentle rolling appearance sug-

gests it probably has a fragile floor so l'll be shadowing the

roof at a snail's pace I expect, if I go in at all.

The turn was signalled and repeated, we turned and so

follower became leaderi leading us out. I took the opportu-

nity to shoot some video, which is now on the CDAA web-

site if anyone is interested, but mainly I soaked it up and

basked in the beauty that is Cocklebiddy Cave. lt's big, dra-

matic and wonderful, a real Australian treasure, and in the

heart of Australia too. Shame about the recent damage.

Shame. ln Florida even experienced cave divers wreaked

havoc when they picked-up scootering for the first time, so

now many caves won't allow motorised diving unless the

driver has cave-scooter training. Perhaps we should offer
scooter training for CDAA divers too and, once widely avail-

able, insist on it. Maybe we should ban scooters altogeth-
er in caves where
people have made

the distance using

leg-power alone.

Plenty of us swim to
the rockpile. No need

for a scooter unless

you're going further,

which leads to the
idea maybe only pen-

etration divers should

be permitted to use

scooters. Perhaps

scooter use should
even be taught in the

penetration course
(soon to be known as

Advanced Cave)?

We carried our
gear up out of the

dark, to the edge of
the sunlit zone below

the cliff at the top of

the collapse, had

some afternoon tea

and relaxed in the
shade, watching spar-

rows hurtle in circles

above us. By 3pm our

ladder was in the

shade again so we
canied our loads up

to the fence, taking it
in turns to carry-up a

tank using an old
BCD or to belay who-
ever was on the lad-

der. Carry a tank, belay, carry a tank, belay. This was an

unhurried way to end the day and by 6.30pm we were

freshly showered and celebrating New Years with a cold

beer at the roadhouse.

That night we cracked open a bottle of Diver's Luck, a

delicious Shiraz from the Hunter Valley, we turned off our

lights and laid back in our chairs, mesmerised by the stars

and the planets overhead. This was definitely my best-ever

New Year's Eve. lt must have been good because I missed ;>



, * sunrise the following day but we ate well nonethel

,r .t and still managed to break camp by 8.30am. We

., i , tened to a talking book on the road, stopped for a r:

lunch in Norseman, spent the afternoon napping or h;

ing outrageous conversations and then suddenly \

were home in Bunbury in time for an evening meal a

a movie on the telly. What a great couple of days aw
Cocklebiddy Cave is just ten air-conditioned hor

The M Loungeo Brighton Metro Hotel.
466 Brighton Rd, Brighton SA 5O48

This is on the corner of Brighton road and Sturt and there is good parking behind the pub.

Later on I will ask you to tell whether you plan to come and whether you need a dinner booking.

Please email me Ken Smith at the sarep@cavedivers.com.au if you need to know more.

I"r;S arir" from Bunbury. With stoppages we look 12 lr,,

-J.: eachway because,a{lerall, there'sno tush, and in r,

- it cost us $426 for fuel and $48 for air, which worLe,t
tr at 5158 each. Ihe permits were free, the campin,;

free and we all had a lovely short break. Next long-weekend we're planninE a trip to Ton

Grahams. Fourtankseach,threeinacaIfourdivesintwodays...weareindeedblessedt
in the west. Please lets look after it.

Diving" by Chris Browt
Here's a clrance lo hear some stories and see some pictures from Chris Brown's more

Ihan 27 ycars as a Cave Diver. Some of our newer members may not have had a chanc(

to meet Chris. So here's your chance to meet a legend in Australian Cave Diving.

I am planning to hold this at the Brighton Metro Hotel with the option of having dinner
beforehand at 6:30 This venue worked quite well for our Photo Video night last year.
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Mexieo's VueBtan

?eninsuln i$ e eBve

diver's drepm, What

$,e r?[l stnhholes,

tlexieans ep[[

eebotes (say-ns-tays)

end the eo?$t?l strip

betueen tlaye Del

earmen and fulum

has avsund 50

cehotes. fhese

ceDotes ere the

openings to a honey

eomb of under-

ground c?ve$ $,lth

over 160[m of

P?ssrge$ havin$ so

far being $urveyed.

When I found out my fianc6 was

attending a conference in the Yucatan

Peninsula in January 2009, I quickly vol-

unteered to carry her bags and of course,

packed my dive gear.

l'm becoming very competent at dis-

guising my heavy camera backpack as

carry-on luggage. This however, ensures

everything else goes in my check-in bag-

gage. Three flights later I arrive exhausted

at Cancun airport with my check-in bag-

gage nowhere to be seen.

Bugger. No worries, I have my camera,

so after a quick stop at a shop to buy a

toothbrush, a pair of boardies and some

pluggas, I was set lor the week.

Fortunately my bag did anive three

days later. lt turns out while passing

through Los Angeles, TSA took a liking to

my bag. l'm not surprised as my HID can-

ister light packed delicately in my bag-

gage doesn't look that innocent! Yes, it

even still workedl

Anyway, back to diving..... I was for-

tunate enough to have three days of dou-

ble cavern dives ahead of me.

Unfortunately l'm not cave trained (will

be if I go again), which limited me to cav-

ern diving.

Mexican regulations dictate a guide

can take up to four open water qualified

divers in the cavern zones of the cenotes.

-l&i
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.l\ M.',lr,rlt r,rVi lll ,'ojl('l',,1 Illll('

'lrll,,r, ll lr,,lr tlrr,t ltAA',, ,rlkrwitrrj

1,, l,r,rrlr lrr 1,1)lrll", ltont tt,rlttt,tl

Irrllrl I trrr. l{) nrr,',1 ,,rlr", lr,rvittq sev-

r.t,rl r r,rrolr, (,nlt,lt( (',,, lhis allows

llrl r;rrrrh,', l() lr,rv('l,r considerable

rh,,t,rrrr r, ,rrrrl rlo two completely dif-

llrr,rrl rlvr,s ,rl the same site.

All I r,rrr say is WOW! During the

l( (, AUo, water levels were so low

lhat many of these passages were

Oxposed to air for thousands of

years. lmagine Naracoorte or

Princess Margaret Rose caves

underwater! They are abound with

stalactite and stalagmite forma-

tions, fossils embedded in the limestone and even the odd

fish. Best of all the water temperature was 25C and the visi-

bility endless. The guide

quoted over 100metres

at one sitel

There are no rivers in

the Yucatan area and

the cenotes supply the

area with fresh water.

Many sites go below

sea level and this is

where you experience

the bizarre sensation of

swimming from the

crystal clear fresh waler to the hazy seawater. Known as ,,

halocline, the two different water densities don't mix and

form a clearly defined layer. lt can play tricks on a diver's

mind, and I was told of instances where divers have remc

their regulators after having ascended from the salt water

into the invisible fresh water!

The first site I dived was called Taj Mahal. The landown

believed he had a natural wonder that could challenge th

man made Taj Mahal's beauty. He was right, this site was

great introduction of what was to come. lt featured stalar,

mites, fossils and a halocline.

Next it was off to the world famous Dos 0jos cenote.

These dives were truly amazing featuring large cavern roc

with spectacular formations and some amazing light shov

of sun rays filtering

through the various

entrances. Unfortuno y

being world famous

means the entrances

were busier than Rur

Mall at Christmas tirr

There are a lot of div

but the site is big

enough not to get iri

each other's way un,

water Snorkellers m'

up most numbers, bi,

obviously their rangr,

was very limited.

During our first di'

we surfaced in an

underground air pocL

known as Bat cave. A

the name suggests,

there were bats livini

amongst this amazin,

room of formations. The second dive took us to an underwa-

ter room which happened to have a small plastic crocodile

bound to a rock with a naked barbie doll in it's jawsl What

the?! Not what I expected, but apparently many years ago a

freshwater croc lived here and after being continually asked

about it, the local guides placed this fellow in there as a

joke. Strangely someone stole the original plastic croc, so

this is take two of the plastic crocs.

I then decided to break-up my week with a day dive trip

to the island of Cozumel. Cozumel is a 40 minute ferry ride

from Playa Del Carmen and is famous for it's wall dives. I

had a great day in some of the easiest conditions l've ever

dived in, but couldn't wait to get back to the cenotesl

I was very fortunate on my last day of diving at the

cenote Chac Mool as I was the only person booked on and

much to my appreciation, my guide Alex agreed to take me.

This was my best diving experience of the week. With no

group, we casually did our double dive allowing me to stop

and photograph at my leisure. Chac l\4ool was amazing. lt
had great combinations of sunlit zones, underwater forma-

tions and a spectacularly (and I don't use this word lightly)

decorated air pocket to stop and have a chat in. A great

way to finish a very memorable week. The depths of the

cenote dives ranged between 7 and 1 3 metres.

Unfortunately there was one cenote dive I had read about

and planned to dive on my visit, but couldn't due to a secu-

rity problem. This site is well away from the others deep in

the jungle and two weeks prior to my anival a dive group

surfaced to find their driver tied to a tree.The group prompt-

ly had their gear and vehicle stolen at gunpoint! Left in wet-

suits, the story goes they had to walk 15km to get help. No

thanks !

All the cenotes are on private land and this land owner is

cunently looking to resolve this security risk. Rest assured

though, all the other sites are very popular; close to towns

and pose very little risk. I hope I haven't scared anyone off

I dived with the Cancun based Manta Divers Scuba

Centre. Their service was outstanding and I fully recommend

Mimi and her friendly staff.

Apart from diving, the area also has some amazlng

Mayan ruins. I recommend the Chichen ltza site as a must

do if visiting the area. Arrive early before the massive

crowds.

l'm also a fan of Mexican food and quickly became

addicted to the street stall tacos, and l'm not sure if this was

related to the apparent shrinking of my wetsuit l've noticed

since l've been back.

Overall I had a great time and thoroughly recommend the

experience. I hope you enjoyed my brief attempt at journal-

ism.

Cheers, Luke Baade. CDAA 3967
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AI.IENDAIE EAST
GENERAI STORE.

Open ? Days
?am till late!

Clean Dirers Air
FREE Tea and Coffee while you wait!

CDAA Members Dissount!

0reat Take-anay Food
and General Supplies!
5G52 Bay Road, Allendale East

Phone (0s) s7I8 7274
John,Sharon and Erica.



Christopher Brown
Ark,lirirlr: lrr:l-.tl r::tvt: diver Christopher Brown has

lrrr:l rltr: ol Arrslr.;rlia's leading cave divers since

Irr:r lrrrtrrl; (:l)AA nlcrnbcr number 708 in March

l!r/!r l\r.:8.!Diiirrq il boyish iubilance and a special

apnrk ftr ntlvr:nlurc" in his eye, Chris's early cave

rlivirrr; r:xpkrrllions were, like most of us, initially
r orrtrr..rl irrorrn(l thc well-known caves and sinkholes
r)l llr! M()unl Gambier region, but he also was

nrrrorrr; llrr: lirst Aussie cave divers to strike out into

rtlrr:r icrlions with his independent, pioneering spir-

ll rur(l ii(|nsc ol adventure!

I )rrrrrrrt Ilrr, l1)tj0s and'90s Chris played a key role in

lr,rtlr (,1 )AA :;lrrrrrlirrds (instructing/testing) and commit-
t,rr rrr[,', lrr::;r:rvod in the capacity of South Australian

I tr,r lrr 1,, ( )llr(:( )r iurd Vice President from around 1 983 to

l'rllr, (l)r,(:onur(l trollr a FAUI lnstructor and a CDAA

| ,,u11rr,r tr (irrlcqory 1,2 and 3, i.e. Cavern, Sinkhole

,rrrrl {.,r',,, rlrvrr:; irt 1984), served on the Examiners

ltrr,rrrl ,rrrrl lrrrirrirrq Committee where he put in a lot of

effort producing some of our Association's first compr

hensive Standards documents, and acted in the capa

ity of (or assisted) the CDAA Business Director in t[
period 1997 to around 1999. However, it is perhaps

relation to Nullarbor cave diving that Chris is be

known.

During his first rip to the Nullarbor in 1982, Cht

found his first bit of virgin passage in Murra-El-Elev1

by discovering the lead to the second air chamber (at

making his first attempt at cave mapping via a Grade

memory sketch of the new section), swam to the Fit

Rockpile in Cocklebiddy (where he helped remo'

some bits and pieces lelt after Hugh Morrison's wot

record exploralions and Toad Hall discovery a week ez

lie$, used triple back -mounted scuba cylinders to pu

Pannikin Plain Cave from 600 metres to 720m (at

linding the start of Eyre Chamber and the entrance

the Back Passage with Phil Prust), and looked at sevt

al other major caves. Chris was so enthralled with t

Nullarbor that he undertook another 18 or so trips c

there during the next 25 years and he was involved

many discoveries and adventures, including acting as

support diver during the successful world record atterr

to extend beyond where French divers Francis and E

Le Guen had pushed past Toad Hall, doing his fi

stage dive in Muna-El-Elevyn using a single 88 on I

back and twin underslung 40's and pushing the Ba

Passage in Pannikin Plains to 1065m (again with P

Prust).

ln the Mount Gambier area, Chris (sometimes in the

company of his wifeto-be, Sonia) assisted the author

with a number of early cave research and mapping proj-

ects, including Piccaninnie Ponds, Fossil Cave (for

SAUSS lnc), Alleyn's ("Death Cave"), Engelbrechts

Cave and The Shaft. ln May 1984 he installed the grat-

ing over Three Sisters Cave with assistance from

Benton Woodcock (the grate was made by Ron Allum)

and during a dive in The Pines on 12 July 1 984 with Paul

Arbon, Chris discovered the original "back section"; the

area was virgin with no sciatch marks anywhere. Two

months later, after the author mentioned the amazing

passage which he and Mark Nielsen had lound in Tank

Cave in August 1983, but unfortunately when Chris,

Paul Arbon and Phil Prust had a go on 8 July 1984 they

only managed to explore the entry zone for about 10

metres due to appallingly-bad visibility (maximum of

200mm). They used the standard rig of the day which

was a single BB tank with octopus reg. The disappoint-

ing outcome from this dive discouraged them from try-

ing again for another 5 years until 16 May 1989, when

Chris and Phil Prust gave Tank Cave another go and laid

220 metres of line in

virgin passage. Shortly

after this Chris made

the Tank Cave gate and

ladder and installed it

with the assistance

Phil, Ron Allum and

Peter Blackmore.

The wonderful caves

of Florida and the

Bahamas lured Chris

overseas in late 1985,

where he and Phil

enjoyed sharing nearly

30 dives with many

r;ave diving identities including Sheck Exley, Lamar

llires, Wes and Terri Skiles, Peter Butt, Brent Potts,

llobert Swicegood, Joe Prosser and Dennis Williams.

lhen he was back in the Nullarbor in 1986, using and

wearing triple tanks to swim all the way to Toad Hall in

oocklebiddy (as Chris says, "lf you haven't swum it, you

lraven't done itl" He also found out why it is called Toad

l lall "... From the Toad of Toad Hall, many will wonder,

turw will knowl").

ln November 1986 Chris headed northwards and

dived in the Bon Accord Mine in Burra with Paul Arbon

and Dennis Thamm; after lowering their gear 30 metres

down the mine shaft to the water level, they started their

dive only to find that the mine shaft was blocked at 10

metres depth with timber beams! They also dived one

ol the side tunnels for about 50 metres but called the

dive when it was noted that parts of the roof appeared

unstable and that there were a few collapsed sections

on the boltom.

Chris discovered Concorde Landing in Pannikin Plain

Cave with Ron Allum in 1987 and extended it by around

600 metres in one dive, and the following year he decid-

ed to head eastwards for a change and visited the

famous Jenolan Caves, where he performed six dives

in lmperial Cave and Lower River as well as doing some

dry caving. His party also attempted some RDF (radio

directional frequency) surveying but this was not suc'

cesslul because of high-voltage cables in the area).

The following year, Chris acted as one of the six main

lead divers for the famous Pannikin Plains Cave

Diving Expedition from which Andrew and Liz Wight's

TV documentary
"Nullarbor Dreaming"

was made. Older

CDAA members will

recall that this project

nearly ended in disas-

ter when a cyclonic

storm unexpectedly

struck the site, caus-

ing an incredible

entrance collapse

which (fortunately

only temporarily)

entombed the entire

underground party,

including Sonia! (as Chris puts it, "... did 8 days of div-

ing, the rest is historyl"). Chris was topside when the

storm struck and he played a vital role in their rescue

through his radio communications with the trapped

divers" He also manufactured and gathered a lot of the

equipment for this expedition (much of which was buried

or destroyed in the cave collapse), and the team was

awarded the 1989 Australian Geographic Silver Medal

for Exploration and Adventure (equal second with solo

round the world sailor Kay Cottie) as a result of their

achievements.
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. i,r i r rl I lrrr.. lrlr,rrrrl lll: l)ltnilryauthorandColla-
i,,r,,t rtrr.,,1 1111,11 t.l )nn I!rnolritllon Manual, andthefol-
!i !r!'l ;,:.u lrr, lrrr:,llr: it CDAA Categofy 4

rl',.rr,,lr rl ,r) l,,lr)lnr,r Irrtrrt lg92 tO 1994 he alSO

,r,r, r, I rrr llr,, , ,r1r,1r rly ol Ol)AA's Standards DireCtor. ln

ttrr, , ,,1rr;r.1;1y ol l',rrrl Arlton. David Doolette, Barrie

l lr.,rl l l'lrrl l'lr,,l ,rrrrl l)lrvirl Warnes, ChriS performed

tlrr, lir',t ,:vr,r lrrnrrx rlrvc:; lt lhe Shalt in 1993, and dur-

r,I llr,rt vr,,l lrr,;rlt;o riu) a Cave level course in the

llrrll,rrllrr hrr Wr:;lcrn Australian CDAA members

l,r,, ,r',1,,r I l,y ,lolrn llalla Zuanna and Richard

lL4r | ), rr i, rI l)

11il,,il(llr()ilt l1)1)4 Chris continued diving and map-

1 
rrrrr 1 wr rr I wrllr lrr:; lrrrddies in Tank Cave and The Shaft

lu,rilnux rlrvr::;), rrnd in January 1995 he and Sonia
r,,lrl,rr,rl Ilrr:;c;r 0itves at Eagle Hawk Neck in

l.r'.nr.rrrr,r l,rrrk (i;rvc dives consumed much of hiS time

,rr1,rrrr r l111rl, (1'jO (livcs that year) but Chris Still man-

ll,i,I l,,,,rrl,rl:;o ll:r 1lth trip to the Nullarbor- a much

ttt, ,tr, lrnritlt:llVC rlttt: this time: "... LO1S Of fUn in
r,'rhltl'trlrlv lr:tl itt assault on the end of the cave.

I it .1 ,1)n,tl)ly r;rx;(;(r..i.s/r//. Went 20 metres past the end of
tttt' lttt' wlrltl llrt(tlt Morrison stopped in 1983. The

ttt,tttt l',t',',,ttlt, :;lttl4tacl with the rOOf meeting the flOOr.

llu tt' lt,t:, ,t :;rrt,tll rastriction to the left. I attached a

ttutlt tr',tl ,trnl wrtnl tlown a steep slope for about 5
ntt'ltt", l,tllt llt htrrx:l appearing to be getting smaller

,rttl tlt'nttt ,t thtlll lt;utd turn. Decided that this was far
, 'tt' 't t' tlt , tttt I rtt,lttl rn tltt: jump reel and left it on the tied
,ttt lrttr. I lutrrt,Ur, ;',]Ir.ssAEres written to this jump reel:

"rt,, r . lltt'rl.th'tl lln,rtiva, and the other I have keptto
tuy .r,ll lltr' tltttll) ut(:ludcd Dr Tim Payne, Dr David

lt,','tr'ilr' llr, lt.url Mr'l)otrxld, Stefan Eberhard, Wolf
'.,,,,i,'l ltt.nt't., llt,ltln, lllyion Woolcock and Petef
r,tt,tt,'t Iltr It,tr,I ttt,trrttl,t:httr:tt two "Aqua MaCkS" which

,r,,,, i,.r.,,,/,'n,t t ttltt/'l rtty''Atytazepp" and Wefe the

1,,1 t,' !ttr, tt \ t,.,. t,l llil'lttl) ,tl);yt frOm the gOOd team

1'trtt rrttt : 1,'l ,,1 lt,tt,ltrt\h (:lt,ltnol 9 made aTV doc-
tult.,itt tt\ lt!lt,,l r ,tr hh'lttrlrlV ()lt,tllrtrye" On thistfip:

I rrril! j rtr,.ilr,l I r,r{), (.lrrr,. lrr,lgrr:rl orqanise the geaf

l,,r Ilr, i r1,I ll,rr,r lrl. { ,rvr! I)rvlll I)llluny" (e.9. neW

"r',1 rrl l,r rrr,l rrr,w I',,,,',ir11rn l',1 t,l;l(l(::; ilnd OCeaniC

'r r, I .i r,1,, rll rr r,,l,,,r.rl rl,, I l,r' r,vr rryllrtttrl 1lsc Of COUfSe

rr,r'l I rrl, l, rrll. ,rrrl ,1rr.r r.rlly lrr,rrlr tlplir:it scuba
, y rr'l.t . ,,lr I ,u I lr,' rrr.l,rll,,rl llrr' ,10 Mr:lrr: I inC" in

llr,. ,lr,rll llr,,1,,.r,,tt,tly rrt,t,l,, rrril',1 rrl lltr, lxr(l:; ilnd
',lplrlrr,rl lirr,ltrrr' ,rrrl w,r'. ,r',,t,llrl trr llrr,lr,,l;rll;rlton lty

ttt,tlty tttItttl,,,t r',1rr:i 1.1lly I ',rlV ll,rl( l,lV llr)l) lllClll)illl

and Tim Payne). Also to assist CDAA members at T

Shaft Chris made the "A" f rame which is still used at Tl

Shaft with material supplied by Phil Prust, and Ch

also designed, had manufactured, transported ar

installed (with the assistance of local CDAA member

the lowering frame gantry system at The Black Hole.

ln 1998 Chris visited Tasmania to dive Kubla Khi

and Junee caves with David Doolette, Tim Payne ar

Stefan Eberhard; one of his dives was with trimix whe

he pushed an extra 15 metres beyond the known end

the cave. And in 1999, Chris and his buddies Dar

Doolette and Graham Elliot undertook half a dozen trt
amazing dives (four with trimix) in the 7 oC waters of tl

Pearse Resurgence in New Zealand (and you thoug

Ela Elap's 11 degrees was bloody cold!), where thi

camped on-site for 9 days and reached a depth of 1i

metres during their explorations.

When Chris ran his l3th Nullarbor trip in 2000, I

surveyed Warbla Cave with Dave Doolette, Paul Arbo

Phil Prust and Tim Payne and from 2001Chris was

lead planner and diver in the ASF-CDG's Shaft Mappir

Project (Chris is ASF-CDG Member #003). The aim

this project is to map the deeper sections of The Shi

utilising alternative breathing mixtures. Mixtures used

date range from Heliair up to 60%, helium with 50%

100% oxygen mixes lor decompression stop, and i
and Heliair mixes as travel gases (the team confirm(

that there was an unexplored tunnel which has so f

been explored to a depth of 123 metres; the survey

the two large tunnels and the main chamber is still pr

ceeding). And in 2005 Chris received lhe"Outstandit
Recognition Award' al OZTek 4 for "Outstanding cont

bution & commitment in cave diving exploration in Tl

Shaft and the Nullarbor Plainsl'

Chris remains active to this day (although Iike mar

of us, signs of wear and tear are beginning to show

and as well as his many other achievements and cont

butions to Australian cave diving, he has very mur

enjoyed serving as a "Guide" lor both The Shaft ar

Tank Cave over a period of many, many years. And h

motto over the years - which was usually the last stat

ment on all of his correspondence when working (

CDAA committees or as a Director - was "rememb

Rule #1 ... we are only here to have fun"!

Peter Horne

CDAA Historical Advisor

ll
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Thinking of presenting as a candidate
on a Penetration Program?

Well maybe you should read this carefully. Penetration Examiners are

put under a lot of presure themselvet this could be called stres. Think

about the responsibility they have towards you, themselves and the

Asociation, Dealing with people is nrit everyone s cup of tea, but we hope

at this level all Examiners have an experience level that enables them to

handle the mysteries of human frailties.We often have to examine friendt

maybe even people they don't like, past students, (ustomers and complete

strangen. All must be treated the same way, fairly and impartially, lmagine

yourself coping with tantrumt tea6 and downright anger, and then (on-

sider that the Examiner really doesn't need this loaded on their shoulders.

The Examiner is paid to do a job by theAsociation and canies the respon-

sibility of your salety and your buddies whether now or in the future. I recall

a great statement on the NAUI application form that said something /,ike "/

hereby cerftfy kk person is qualified to blah bkh and would allow them to

dive with my loved one!' This makes you ponder, when in doubt,

Examiners somelimes give a long hard think about the decision they are

about to make, as it concerns the diving future of a candidate and the safe-

ty of them and anyone they dive with. Decisions are not made lightly and

never alone, as consultation with other Examiners or Assistants will take

place.

Candidates being human are indined to always blame someone or

something; it is rarely their fault that a mistake is made. There are excep-

tions to this rule and itt enlightening to have a candidate speak up and say

they 'stuffed up' or they simply can't do the exercise required. lMost

though immediaely go on the defensive and start the blame gamq often

it is simply the Examiners fault as "they" are so good and have such and

such qualifications. lnterestingly enough candidates often quote their expe-

rience level, whkh has usually been gained through the same lnstructor

and mention "all" the years of diving they have done. lVlaybe its a case

rltrhere a dlver has been "doing it" for 10 years and been taught by the

same lnstructor or only dived with the same team, that they really have I

year's experien(e, l0 times! Maybe it s time to look in the mirror and face

the facts, that they actually don't have what is needed.

Sq do you want to be succesful 0n your Penetration Program? First

don't turn up expecting to be trained or shown how to deploy your long

hose and share gas. Ihis is bask stuff you should have learnt lrom day l.
Trying new gear; like sidemounts, or changing to a manifold, when you use

independent systems, is not a wise move? What about the biggest danger

t,\,e see, thats a candidate over weighting themselves so they can remove

their equipment through a restriction. Ihen their buoyancy is out of whack

yet they give this excuse. Are you really being serious in expeding an

Examiner to make any allowance lor you as you are over weighted iust to

past a te$ but it makes you fail another; like buoyancy control? The stu-

dents who present themselves with faulty regulators, light issues and poor

flfiing gear amaze me. A number ol candidates present with no idea how

to use a jump reel, or spool, how can this be? Some put down on their

applications t,vide experience in overseas sites yet demonstrate an unac-

ceptable level of management, Did they just follow and not participate in

the dive, didn't they use line arrows or personal markers, well it would

seem no is lhe answer, lf you can't hold a horizontal body position and

have to kneel 0n the bottom to attach your reel etc then don't bother pre-

senting, lf you can't buddy breathe without the other person looking after

you, then don't bother presenting, ll you can't work with anyone we put

you with and work out what is safe and what is not don't bother present'

ing. lf you think that thrashing your legs around and stirring up the silt is a

way of impressing the Examiners you are sadly mistaken.

The Penetration Program is not designed to teach you to cave dive we

expect that you can already do that or you wouldn't be 0n the program.

Now we understand that there are skills and knowledge you don't have

and we use the {irst two training dives to get you sorted out.After the tlvo

dives though you are in the firing line and a number of things can happen.

You can faiMhat s rightyou can Iail the theory exam, the hand signals sec

tion, the Assessment dive and the Stres Test or be put on Probation for a

number of reasons one of them being attitude. Then we come t0 the Site

Dives there are three of these and each is designed to test your ability and

cover planning, skills, buddy system, gas management, time management

and overall (ontrol. During these dives a student can still be put on

Probation and will be under very close scrutiny,

As the saying goes "0n the day.., " and this will sometimes see people

slip through that maybe on another day would not pass and then again

others who would be experted to pasl fail. Life is not always fair but

Examiners are given a responsibility and the way our system works cur-

rently, every time a candidate fails during the program, some money from

the lees is quarantined for the next Examiner lherefore it is not in the

financial interests o{ Examiners to fail y0u, yet they do! Prolesionalism of

examiners hopefully puts them above the Iinancial considerations and from

the amount of unsuccessful candidates I would say the system is working.

The CDAAs plan for a new Program was to be finished by the Eastu

Program as it has now been tried on three programs.The final steps are in

progres and feedback Irom Examiners who have used the new outline,

and $udents who have participated has been collated and i{ necessary

changes made. The new Cave Course will indude gas management; jump

reel and spool use, line anow and personal marker use and other sections

from the Penetration Program. Eventually this will mean the Penetration

Programs theory will be ies giving more time t0 go into other areas.

Regards, Warrick McDonald

CDAA National Director

CDAA Penetration (Advanced Cave) Examiner
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The Isolation Manifoft I
FlFltttgf;lcn
ftB :ftlCle lr an explanatlon of the isolation manifold div-

lng ry;tem, I alm to lntroduce the uninitiated to the con-

septr lnvolved and provide information so that current

uiEn m€y become more familiar with their chosen system.

lf you dlva wlth a manifold or if you dive with a person that

utlll$r ona, you should have a thorough understanding of

the meehenlcal workings. lf a diver does not fully under-

*and the complexlties incidents are far more likely to occur.

llbury
ln lhe aarly 1970's Canadian, George Benjamin saw the

naad ts make a simpler system to assist him with his deep

dlvlnE andcavours amongst the blue holes in the Bahamas.

Utllldng a machlnlng shop he and lke lkehara produced a

menlfold block, which enabled both tanks to be connected

togathar and gas to be breathed from two posts. This

bacama known as the 'Benjamin crossover manifold' and

marketed commercially in the United States as an isolation

manlfold, There are now two common types, the banel 0-
flnq md the captured 0-ring. Captured 0-rings are funda-

m€ntelly less secure. Any twisting of the tanks potentially

Can br:ak the face seal causing a loss of gas. Barrel o+ing

menlfold; utlllsa a male fitting containing 2 barrel o+ings

uhleh flt lnto a female fitting tank valve, which is far more

iEEUfe,

Hoehtnlct
Whllrt utllklng a manifold any leak or failure of a regulator

Crn bo eddrersed slmply by shutting down that offending

valva, Gar from that tank can still be breathed via the sec-

€nd fEguleter on the other post, Therefore any one failure is

Itrllr,
r', .r rhvr,r ,,lill lt,r,,,rccess to the entire gas car-
rlrlr[,,1y r,vr,rr tlr,rl ,r lank neck o ring or burst
. llr. r.,ol,rtrrr v,rlvr, ran be closed saving one

llrr. rllvr.r,, r1,r,, llr,,rlly ,r diver should continue
lr,,rrr tlrr, L.,rLrrrr; t,rrrk rrntil it is drained.

ttt ttt,ltvtrltl,tl v,tlvt'on a manifOld, they

llr,rl r,,. luilr t0 the right to close.

llr,.,rlrvrrrrr,, r,,,,ut

i Il,' I' ll 1,,r I ,,rlrrr lr, 1r r1ll ,lrrrl rltttttrr;
tl,, i,r,,ll,,,t,,1,i,lt1111rl l1tW,lil (lly

, .lli,,,t r,, ir ,,,ll,l llrr r l,.,,., llr,rrr rrlr.,rl
,,,,1,' , ' ,,1 ',rr rrrrl,,l'l y l,.rl ,lr,,ll(l l)r,

, ,, l ,rr,rlr ,r ,rtlr tll lr rr,lr,rrr,,, lo
, 1,,. i , ,, ,,1 r1.,, rl r,,lillr,. ,rlrl[0r

;,,i ,r,1, I l,,il r,rlr ,,l tlr, l rr,rlr llrr,,

|,,,1,1,,,,, r, L ,r, rl,,l,,rr r l, ll 1,,,,1 l,y

n4/\l!r ll jrril,t l /\i,l lt.

r
.lt-, t. ltt vv,tv,t

t,

r,,l
,lri

rubbing or rolling the valve against the roof and travel

forwards. Similarly divers should be aware that the r
post can roll shut if you were to travel backwards and

the valve against the roof.

The initial action drill/response to this dilemma is for a d

each time they feel their valves touch anything, they r

duct a valve check to ensure each valve is open. This is r

taught within the CDAA training system. lt requires

diver to check each valve of the manifold starting from

right valve to the isolator and finally to the left valve enr

ing each is "on." This simple drill conducted regularly,

almost certainly ensure that a closed manifold nr

becomes a problem. lf a diver during a dive discover

closed left post inevitably he/she has not bothered to ch

their valves regularly during the dive.

Man ifold Management (preventative)
-Valve check - right posUisolator/left post (right to lel

at commencement of the dive,

-Valve check right to left if you touch
any part of the cavg

-Valve check right to Ieft at gas turn point in the dive

-Valve check any time you are uncertain
of their current status.

Configuration
Having identified the weakness of an isolation manifolc

the left post rolling shut, a diver should consider what h

is the most important in his system. Without a doubt, i

the hose you are primarily breathing, enabling you to :

vive the undenruater environment. To this end it ma

sense that this hose be placed on your right post wher

cannot roll off. The second most important hose in the:
tem is your primary buoyancy inflation hose. This alsr

placed on your right post as you do not want to have eit
breathing or buoyancy issues at a critical moment.

Now, logically to keep systems redundant, your back up r

ulator should run from your alternate first stage on the
post and your redundant inflation system (your drys

should be connected to the left post as well. This enables a

diver during a failure of either post to have an air supply

and a buoyancy system to exit the cave safely. ln my opin-

ion there can be no argument to this sound logic.

The remaining hose attached to a manifolded system is a

high pressure SPG. Being manifolded together we require

only one SPG. Unlike independent systems, which must

keep track of both tanks, a manifold enables one gauge to

read both cylinders pressure at one time. lf the SPG fails the

dive is turned. lf you are diving within your gas rules there

is no necessity to know your exact pressure during an emer-

gency exit.You must have been within'l/3rds and are now

on your way out. Your buddy's pressure gauge can also acts

as a reference. Divers should also be aware of their buddies

breathing capacity as a reference to their own.

We place our SPG on the left post for two reasons. Firstly, if
the left post rolls closed the SPG is an indicator to a diver of

this fact. The pressure gauge will read either very full or

very empty. Very full because you are recording only the line

pressure in the left post 1st stage, which has not changed

since the commencement of the dive or very empty as you

utilise the air in the hose to inflate your drysuit or the back-

up regulator purges. This pressure in the line may therefore

drop to empty very rapidly but will not be consistent with

your depth and time for your dive. Secondly it keeps the

right post clear and enables a similar routing ofthe 2m long

hose without the complexities of having a clipped off SPG

to manage during hose donation.

Strengths
Manifolded cylinders are undoubtedly the easiest to stream-

line as far as hose configuration is concerned. They require

one less hose which is effectively one less possible failure
point in a system. They are simpler to monitor and control

your gas usage due to the non-requirement to swap regula-

tors. Gas management and calculations are simpler and

enable a diver to utilise the 1/2 plus 1 5 bar rule in utilising

multiple stage bottles. The lack of all these complications

make the manifold ideal for deep diving where mental cal-

culations are more prohibitive.

lf a failure is to occur statistically manifold systems are

more likely to enable a diver to exit whilst still accessing all

available gas. Any single failure in an independent system

renders the offending cylinder totally unusable.

lndependent divers can then only exit on the gas in their

working cylinder.

Weaknesses

Just to rattle some of the manifold advocates, you must be

aware that there is actually a possibility of a total gas loss.

ln the circumstance where your isolator valve knob were to

shatter and a leak to commence from the isolation valve

itself or from barrel 0-rings of the manifold T-piece you risk

total gas loss as you could not close the valve due to the

shattered knob. This is a single point failure and most dan-

gerous. ln an effort to reduce this likelihood rubber knobs

are recommended as they are less likely to shatter render-

ing the valve useless and unable to be manipulated.

lsolation T-pieces are also not locked off, enabling them to

rotate slightly and have some give in the knob if smashed

hard against the cave.

Another negative issue is the potential to breathe a dan-

gerous gasdueto an inconectfilling process. lf a dive shop

were to undertake to give you a Nitrox 32 fill and after put-

ting the oxygen into your cylinders, decide to close your iso-

lator just in case the gas leaked over night. The gas mixer

returns the next day and with the isolator closed air tops

from the left post you would leave the shop with 35 bar of

oxygen in your right tank and 230 bar of Nitrox 32 in your

left cylinder. Your SPG would show 230 bar analyse correct

from the left post and appear 0K. lf however you were to

breathe from your long hose (right post) you would be

breathing pure oxygen risking oxygen toxicity poisoning or

death.

Due to this potential issue, always check your valves are

open prior to filling, diving and analysis and habitually

analyse and fill your cylinders from your right post.

I
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tFllhn lclvlng
kck af understandlng of the mechanics of a manifold leads

ts lnftrctlve problem solvlng of what certain information

lndl€et!!,
Br:ramPlpt You are ten minutes into a dive at a depth of

a €ghltEnt t 0 matras, Your starting ptessure was 240 bar i
lbuf tF€ now raads 40 bar - this indicates immediately

yBUf l€ft port ls closed and you have diminished the line

Ff€riur€,

Ybur SPG rcads 240 bar - this indicates immediately your

liolatcr ll closed as you are breathing gas only from the

tlEht tank,

Soth thele problems quickly identified are easily remedied.

itop thlnk and act, Then communicate to your buddy. Have

thcm egnflrm that the issue is conected, continue or call the

dlve, Te thls end I find it imperative that the divers I dive

wlth havc the same understanding of my system as I do.

ilrey Gen ect ln a pre-determined sequence to efficiently and

qultkly llx an lssue before it compounds. This standardisa-

tlen, I suggest should be adopted by all divers whatever

thek perronnel dlvlng configuration.

ManaElng a real failure

lf durlng a dlve, a regulator, valve or hose failt a diver

fhould lmmedlately try to identify which post is the cause of

tho hlue and close the connecting valve. The diver must be

lnttlnetlvaly lwaIe as to what closing the valve will effect

Wlthln hk dlvlng system, For instance, if you identify it as

tha rlght port fallure you must understand closing it will

thut pf thp regulator ln your mouth and you will not have

ge!, nor wlll you have BC buoyancy. You must shut the

velv: and rwap regulators in this scenario.

Bnc: the ollandlng valve is closed attempt to fix the prob-

l!m, €cmmunlcate wlth your buddy and either continue or

cfll thC Clve, lf you can not immediately identify the prob-

hm yeurtdf and hevlng shut down the valve you thought

wai dtflElvt, yau lhould then isolate the isolator immedi-

aEly malntalnlng at laalt half of your gas supply. Then

communicate with your buddy. Your buddy is in a far be

position to assess the situation and identify the problem.

can visually rather than tactilely address the problem.

This now highlights why a dive buddy should be fami

with your configuration, ideally the same as his. A bu

needs to first see what hose you are breathing and ch

what valves are on and what are closed. This moment r

be critical as if he/she does not understand your hose sel

things are going to get'mind focusing' fast, when he/

then shuts off your remaining postl The buddy can addr

your problem determine whether it is fixable then i

there, or not, take required remedial action and then eit

call the dive or indicate he has fixed the issue. The d

should then verify what has been done to his system

checking his valves right to left noting if any are not op(

tional. Being able to instinctively identify what the clos

of each valve means to your system is crucial at this poi

Conclusion
It is essential all divers are instinctively aware of hol
manifold system works mechanically and what is affec

by closing any valve. Both divers should be wholly awan

exactly what state the damaged divers valves and there{

what equipment functionality is all times.

Practise valves drills. Become comfoftable shutting dowr
valves in a controlled sequence and learn what the clos

of each valve will affect.
Lastly, I have commonly seen independent cylinders con

ured with a manifold system left post on their left cylinr

Users need to understand; although this is both more e

thetic and easily manipulated you are in effect getting

absolute worst of both worlds. You now have system t
has the weakness of the manifold system - left valve

off, but do not have a manifolder's benefit of being ablt

access that gas.

Steve Trewavas

Ql. What do you believe the role of the

CDAA is or should be?

82 responses were recorded to this question"

Respondents generally listed a number of areas in

their response which they believed to be the role of

the Association. These responses are represented

in the graph below. lt is quite clear lrom the respons-

es thal members leel that the roles ol the

Association are primarily site access/improvements,

training and safe diving standards. AIso signilicant

were promotion of cave diving, being a peak body,

education and updates, research and conservation,

national and international liaison, member services

and exploration and mapping. Other minor suggest-

Ed roles were member advocate, rescue organisa-

tlon and promoting member involvement.

Alignmcnt v/ith
othor ogrnci*5

a& I ransparrl,.]ry &
ar.o!qtrhil ity

r AIi&nmentwlth other
hoclies

No of Responses

dt No 0l 11.:panta5 -

tx'& .{w.

Cave Diuers Association of Australia

Re ort On O inion Poll
ln order to put forward a Business Plan and to achieve a united goal and future direction for the CDAA
all members were invited to take part in an online opinion poll. The invitation was extended to all mem-

bers via the web page, Guidelines and the member email list. Reminders were sent out up until the clos-
ing date of the poll (31/01/09) via the email list.

85 members accepted the invitation and responded to the poll. This represented 12o/" ol the current
membership of 735. A response of greater than 10% is regarded as statistically significant and is likely
to represent a cross section of views of members. Thus, although by no means was this the maiority of
members, it was still deemed a significant and pleasing response.
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INDEXING GUIDELINES...
l't I I ll llt l//A( ( ) I I lr.llr rrs he and f ive other CDAA members are indexing guidelines now - it's
t,rlirt, ,rlrrnt ,rrr lrorrr ;rt'r issue, and Peter also spends 30 additional minutes checking it and e-

rrr,rilirrrl lh,rrrks and stuff. He says it will take about 200 hours all-up.

Wlr!r tlr.,y'rr. rlrrrr. I'r.lr.r will give it to us to print in Guidelines as apossible lift out.
lony r,rrr ,rl.,o nr.rkc it available for all members to use from the website.

l'r.tr,r ,rsk., Yoll, rl yorr lr.rve Windows, you too can pitch-in, just e-mail him at
I'r.lrlrvirrr;trrr,llr.l rrrrr,!rr,rrrrl hr"ll send you a blank Excel template and an issue number.

Yorrr lu,lp is rrrrrrlr appreciated. Cheers, Peter Buzzacott.

02. Do you see the CDAA as a national organisation? Would you change that and how?

81 responses were recorded to this question. 52 respondents believed that the CDAA is a national organisation and of these, 15 felt

there was no need to change. 26 respondents felt that the CDAA struggled to be a national organisation but only one ol these sug-

gested that it had no chance to be. The rest all offered reasons why the CDAA struggled with its national identity and offered a num-

ber of suggestions of how this could be achieved.

Several themes seemed to emerge; the strongest being that of geographical alienation ol members located outside of Vic/SA. Other

lhsmes identified were the need to align with other agencies and likeminded organisations and the need lor kansparency and

rccountability ol the National Committee. The most popular suggested solution was to put time and money into other states by

increasing interstate and overseas sites, encouraging explo-

ration, fostering relations with other agencies/lrkeminded

bodies and supporting interstate functions/workshops/trips.

A variety of one-off suggestions were also made. These

included podcasting educational presentations, combining

full time penetration programs in the same week as the AGM

and allowing Penetration program resits the next day lor

remote members, advertising, better communication via a

forum, decreasing fees for remote members and greater

reporting between members and the National Committee

with lixed term Director positions to allow turnover.

1,.
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t_lJ Wlrnt !rpus ul lhe CDAA do you see as important? How would you prioritise them and promote them

'!i ,,:',1',,rr'.,!,,qr,11,;1,1 111111r11lr)llr:i(lrcstion.Theanswerstothisquestioncloselyrellectedthosetothefirstquestion,Againrer,.

'L:i,i,, ,1r,rrr,r;rlly lr',!,rl ,r rrrrrrrlnr ol ;rrcas in their response which they believed were the important areas of the Association.
,r::.t,,irr:,r.,,,rrrrrIrr,',rrrl|rlonIltokrllowinggraph. Siteaccess,trainingandstandardswerethemostimpoltantareasofthe('
.1,, ,,r,lirrl 1,1 llr', rr,rl,rly ol ror;lx)nscs. Also significant were research and conservation, mapping, exploration and new technir

, , ir rlir urn l r !,lrr ; rllr )r , m(l h m(;lr( )ns, and promotion through publications and magazines. Some extra areas mentioned by few re:.
,h'r1,, rr h(llrl lrrrrrIrr;1r,, nvc:;lrncnts, insurance and rescue. Some responses related to promoting the areas ol the CDAA se,

url,i,rlirrl llr,nrrr',1 r;rr!rrlrt:;rnl rcsponseinthisareawasthroughthewebsite,emails, lorumsetc. Othersuggestionsincluderi
r,,:r,rlrrlr,,rr rrvrrr',1,r, ilrrl kr qovernment bodies, liaising With likeminded bOdies and other agencies, through membershil,
trr:,ltttrlrrt,

r\ llr,rrrr, llr,rl ,rl',rr rrrnrr;rxl rn the answers to this question was the need for transparency and accountability, Suggestions wr

lr, llr' i { , ,r',lilulr n, rrrrprrrvo the credibility of the executive, inform the members and be the member advocate.

04, Whr! Broos of cave divi

,, rr:.1,{,r,,r,r, wlrc rrx;orded to this question.

I l' !'.1 ,i ,r r llr rl,, ,.r 
'r,r I rcr I kr bc confused by this question

.u,l rrlr',1 tr,,,l)rnr,rri wrtrc similar to thosg relating to

llrr, l,r',vr,il', rlrr|r;ltotr. lltt:rc was more emphasts on

r.rIrr.rltrrr,rrrrl rrrIrrrrlrlton sharing, conservation &

r,,l,l,,r.rlr.rr rrrrl rrr,rplrrnr; & research in response to
llI rlrr],ii,,il li,rl{rly, lritining and access again fea-

Irrrrl lrrrrrrrrrrlrrlly Nrw ctluipment and ngwtgchnolo-
,1r,,,. w,l" rrrIrrlronrrrl in several responses.
1rrI,rr,'lrrrrlly lrvl rl:;lxltri0ntS felt that cave diving
.lr,,rrlrI rlrl lrr, lrrlrrrulr:rl Six felt thatthe best promo-

lr,,r w,r', llil,rilrllt lr,rvrrtr; lUn. Other Singulaf SuggeS-

Ir ,1, ,,!r:r: lr,rl,,1r,rrlrrr;y iul(J fepofting, mOfg fgspgCt-
lrrl rn,rrrl,r.r',lrrlr, ov(]t:loils and local promotion
llrrr rrrllr lli ,rl rlovrrrrrrrcnl, Website, mgmbgfship

' i1,,.,,,v,,r llrr0rrrllr llr:t Io cnving, succession plan-

r, r,,l ,rw,lLl,, rlvr,r,vr,rrlt; ilt(l the importance of entfy
1r,r r,l w,l', rrlilllll(tllt,{i

purchase of a dive site. Few supported an investment prop-

erty, a club house or equipment. Some cautioned that the

plan would need to be clearly defined. Of those that did not

support a capital purchase, concerns were voiced regarding

liability, insurance, security and that it would be a drain on

lunds and volunteer time.

Q7. ls there another area not already covered that

you would like to see included in the Business

Plan?

55 responses were recorded to this question. 0f these 17

had nothing further to add. A significant number of members felt the

development of the Business Plan was imperative. Other suggestions

made included the theme of transparency via such things as electronic

voting, electronic archiving ol records, publishing the results of the poll,

code of conduct and fixing the Constitution. Some suggested engaging

more members through subcommittees and helping the Association

open new sites. Others echoed themes which emerged in previous

questions such as member services (insurance for members, confer-

ences, continued education and forming relationships with business lor

securing member discounts), extending relationships with other training

agencies and likeminded bodies, too much money in the bank and

bringing the CDAA to the fore front of technical diving. One member

suggested that training needed to be separated lrom standards, assess-

ment and access.

The results ol the online survey clearly support the

aims and objectives of the CDAA,

4. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The main aims and objectives of the Association

are to foster the development, advancement,
promotion, mapping, education, exploration,

conservation, safety and research of undewatet

caves and related features. ln addition the

Association will:

a. seek Government support and assistance for

the attainment of the Association's aims and

il
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U!. Ilrrl tIDAA lt{rs over $300,00@ke to see the excess lunds invested and r4li

rl I r,. t,,,r',,i , w.rr rr:orrIrrl lo lhs question. 1 1 respondents thought the excess funds should be invested. 10 respondent:
rt rr ttr w.r'. t',r r rrrrrr lr rrrrlrry Il ltirve accumulated and that the funds
,,,,,,,1,,,1 t,, ti,, l,,,rrt r )l lllr'rIr;lx)n(lr)nts who felt the money should be
,t,,.,,r . ,,r rl ttpnr,.,wrlr,rrlr,rrlrlrcrl. 5BfeltthefUndSshOUldbeSpent
,,, Lr,.t,r, lr.r r,,r rlrl,rrrvr,lrlrrl:, l/lr:lt thelundsShOUldberetUfned

r , irr,. rrrr.rrrt,,.r ,tIr,, tiV tlI{rilillt Irw0r k:0s, SUbSidiSed mefchandise Of

',,,,, 
i,, ,il t,.ll ttr.rt tlrr,y ,.lrrrrrll lr| r0lrrrrtOd to thg membgfs thfough

,.,,, ,, ,, .,r, t, r r:l1lr,rr., ,t r lrrlr lrorr:,1, ;r tiive lodge, a SUppOft OffiCef
., it,,..,,,it rt,. | ilr, tr r'', ,11 r,rllt|ilI,il1 lrr ttsC/hife Of the membefs.

, ,ili;,i 1,,rr, ,11,1 11,1,1,, trL,rr'. wdr! Ill,t0Vill(l Irilining matefial, gfants
i,.r ,,,.,,.rr, l,,, r;,1,rrr,1 r,,1rl, irrrrl I rrililrrrrrrrly r;lxtrtsorship, record stor-

t j,, 1,, ,i,, 1,,,,, ,, r,,l rlirr,l,tllrl lllll 1:111',111'1,; ot rlttidOS.

Qq !r=, vt='u qt!t!t!r,!!! the ideo crt irrverliqaling a capital purchase and how do you see this benefiting the CDII

rr',r,..,ti,,,,..!,,.'r.rr'rr",,r,lr,'ll. llri,i ,1rr!,,1r,,r;'11",,(l(l rx)l srrpportacapital purchaseandT2%did.Thevastmajoritysupported

*r**sits.t$',*
b. accept subscriptions, donations, devices and bequests to enable tlte lurtherance of the Association's aims and obiectives.

c. acquire, rlispose of or otherwise deal with any real or personal property that may be considered necessary or

convenient by the National Conmittee.

cl. tiaise with landowners, land managers and other interested parties to promote understanding and cooperation with the Association's

aims and objectives.

e. promote and engage in other such activities and provide such other facilittes as are consistent with and which will

enhance the Association's aims and objectives.

l. ensure adequate training and safety of all members and visitors.

g. rccognition of current and past members via the establishment of a "Hall of Fame".

K No {,f Responses -'

l:eura S $h**l{t r .api**l }*r{katt lra isvsstig*teil

tt Srppo,l afllrer

}ligrre 7 }lwler :exi{s$ t}&1 fead& s}rs&rd bc iara.
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mt lEtr €lmelthportanaB to the mombers that emerged in most of the questions were site access, training, standards and si

S ffi;69AA! ttnenec ralced a lol ol concern and thoughts. Members felt that the excess lunds needed to be spent for the nrr

tafi tn fu !ruaa El:lta putchaee or improvements and/or member services. The theme ol geographic disadvantage emerged lr
:Ea gt €€n€tfn ar dld the thome of alignment and the fostering of relationships with other likeminded bodies and other agencio

@lnuendsm
S lf lf,ll Olp tOwtdr achlevlng a Business Plan and Strategic Plan for the Association intormalion needs to be gathered and propor

ild! h fddnil lhl uclt ol lnterest and concern of the members. To achieve this end, subcommittees need to be formed. I recomm

lh hnnrllon ol llvr rubcommlttees,

l, oonatltutlon Subcommlttee

l llmnor Subcommlttee

t, 0rognphlc Concerns Subcommittee

l, Al[nmrnt Subcommlttee

l lllr tubcommlttoe

I lf nOOmmrndrd that the Nallonal Committee draw up the terms of relerence for these subcommittees and establish deadlines for tr

peillf, Emh lubcommltloe wlll have National Committee representation and will report back to the National Committee. The Natio

GOnnlfirr wlll thrn prcsont lhe proposals to the membership for acceptance and the basis for the Business Plan and Shategic Plan witt

hnndi

llrLn Hlmlnr, Eurlncrr Dhector,

SrrH llutucT()n's lllipohT
MANCH 2009.

ilr Ail

I worrkl hho kr llcgin by thanking all of you

wl ro I rr rvr ! wr rk rotttcd me baCk tO thiS pOSition,

rll rr I I worr| I hko lo llrank Gary for his Support

rtlnl I wurrkl ;tlt;o likc to welcome Bruce

llrrllur I ilr i ilrr rll Arx;css coordinator, and

lltrrtrl, llt trlit Irt ltst lttslcss work aS Shaft

Ar r r ilr, I r rr rtr lit ti tloI

l\i: I rrrrlllpl lr; rrrkr llrr:;;losition again, I

wrrrrlrllll,l lrr turll\r! Vol ,tll ltwiuo that lwill be

'.r:lliilt l rt !iill I Ullililtlltrt! krt :;ilO impfove-

l r.!l tl;: :ttI' I ;,ilr lr lciltur r,, i ,lror rh I ; rrry ol yOu be

iltlritr:i:l.i'l lrllit,;r, r

lrllrrll,r rrl

From the beginning of April Kilsby's wil

have weekly access. Any further info, pleasr-

see the website or contact the coordinator -

Craig Larkin.

Hopefully there'll be more good news t(.

report in the next issue!

Remember access is a privilege

not a right.

Safe Diving
Rob Brennan

Rinltr ll ,'ltll!l l'l\rtl .!.!

eir rnll

cithcr by
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I hope everyone has enjoyed their Christmas break and Santa gified

them with an exotic diving adventure. Now though, l'd like to welcome

you all back into the swing of the working year I am currently planning

for this yeais AGIV and any ideas or opinions are welcome. Please feel

free to call or email any suggestions you may have, This year we plan

to initiate several awards for photographs and video submitted to the

online site. I would encourage all budding photographers and videogra-

phers to submit their photographs and upload their video during the

year. These will be voted on via online poll and the winners announced

on the day of the AGM. Additionally we are proud to announce the

inaugural CDAA Diver of the Year award. This will be announced online

further in the near future, This award will seek to acknowledge an indi-

vidual's contribution to the sport of cave diving each year. lt will be

open to all financial CDAA members and will not just be about explo-

ration or article writing but more about selfless contribution to the sport.

A new instructor process has been instigated, All potential CDAA

instructors must now complete an Instructor Development Course, This

will be run upon application but predominantly will be held on the

Sunday of the AGM. This will enable us to assess candidates and

ensure the consistency ol our standard of courses. Those interested

please contact me via email.

There have been a number of changes to our courses and stan-

dards at lhe end of 2008. Please make yourself aware of them by read-

ing the latest regulations and course standards which are available

online via the website. The most immediate change to courses is that all

courses are now to be taught with one hose being a minimum of 2

metres in length, Also, three checks prior to a cave dive now include; a

valve checldbubble check and ensuring your long hose is not trapped

by freeing the length and displaying it for your buddy to see. Those pro-

gressing through the advanced courses should have a good under-

standing of these newly introduced requirements.

The penetration course has now also been revamped with new

materials, videos and techniques, The first complete course under this

new system will be run during this coming Easter. I would like lo

acknowledge the hard work of Wanick McDonald, Teni Allen, Jane

Bowman, lan Taylor and Andy Higgins with the instigation of this, The

new stress test no longer includes the reeling out of the primary reel.

Although definitely increasing stress, this is not a realistic skill that we

wish to train a diver to engage in. lf an incident occurs a reel should be

locked and left in position. Repeatedly under training conditions, we find

sludents who reverl t0 this trained subconscious act and remove the

reel whilst suffering a catastrophic failure,

0n anoiher note please make sure you spend the time diving and

gaining experience prior to enrolling in the penetration program, This

course is difficult and advanced. Originally it t,vas intended as a course

that only cave explorers heading to the Nullarbor would participate in,

This outline has somewhal changed over the years but the complexity

and skill level required remains high. lf you are not properly prepared

students will struggle, The most recent course of 6 participants only

resulted in 2 completing. Can I suggest candidates dive with penetra-

tion rated divers and ask their honest opinion on their own abilities.

l\4ake sure your buoyancy and trim is excellent prior lo inquiring further

nto the course this wil enable skills to be

earnt more rcadily. The number of dives

$ipulated is a bare minimum requirement prior to enrolment, which I

feel is mis.understood, For example; can I humbly submit that I had

done over 200 sinkholes/caves and been to the Nullarbor before I pro-

gressed to penetration level. l'm not suggesting this is a requirement

just a consideration.

lan Taylor, Andy and Helen Higgins and I attended the Australian

Speleological Federation (ASF) conference in Victoria in january of

which the CDAA was a major sponsor, Andy and I both presented 0n

behalf of the CDAA. I was pleased to note the spirit of co-operation

between our dry-caving cousins and the CDAA. Helen Higgins was

largely responsible for our initial attendance and her sales efforts on our

behalf were notable. She should be commended on a well organised

event.

We have removed the controversial Nitrox, Trimix and Rebreather

endorsement fees, We now have a one ofl card replacement fee ol

$1 0. lf for any reason you loose you card or you require an endorse"

ment placed on the card you will be charged $10 lor handling and

replacement, You will be required to carry your technical agency certifi-

cation with you whilst diving and must lodge a copy with the records

officer. Lodgement is a requirement to dive these gases and devices in

our sites and there is no fee to do this unless you do it mid-year and

require a card replacement. Additionally please make sure that you

hold a rating for the Rebreather or gas you are currently diving, There

has been some noise made of the fact that divers are now diving newer

units that they have not received their training on or divers are diving

gases they were not trained to use,

I am in the process of assessing the possibility of creating a rope

access course for the CDAA. I envisage this will be taught under our

insurance policy and a number ol instructors will be ultimately appoint-

ed, There will be no requirement that you are a diving instructor, in fact

the opposite may be prefened. lf you think you have the necessary

ability and time to become a CDAA rope access instructor please con-

tact me. lf you wish to be involved in the development of the course I

would also like to hear from you.

We have had one investigated complaint during the last 3 months.

This process went all the way to appeal and review by the CDAA Public

Officer. Two instructors ultimately received a 50 day suspension due to

breaches of training course standards. This resulted in their resignation

as otfice bearers of the CDAA, Both instructors are now currently active

again and instructor workshops to address perceived misunderstand-

ings have been initiated by mysell.

Lastly can I encourage you all to be supportive of this yea/s Oztec.

The CDAA is well represented with materials and a stand, We also

have a number of members speaking including Agnes l\,4ilowka, Warrick

l\,tlcDonald, Andrew Cronan, Richard Hanis, Andrew Fock, Craig

Challen, Richard Taylor, [/ark Ryan and myself. Hope to see many ol

you there for what appears to be the best line up of speakers I have

seen in this country.

Dive safe and Kind negards, St€v€ Trewavas

I



NAuor\Ar llurricTous ltliprltt
Mn I( il .rrxx)

i tt.tr. lu'r'r 't, lut,,y wttlr ( l)AA ntalters thatthe three
t, \t 1tl t , '.t tt t, rr ry l.t:! r r,lxtt l rccrrr lo have s/lpp ed by without
,,t t,ttt tn,t tlrnt lll,, rqxnl will rcver some of the people

itlt" ,trt rltrt ln.lttrtl llt'sttrx's and rarely getthe recogni-
t tt tt t tl r'\, tlt",t't vt,'rytn' rhtl'l tome under my Directorate but I
rliil nrrl wrliI l/l,il

',1,,r',, //,.w,,v,r\ i r,rr /rrrrr on the job asking questions, sug-

'1r",tttt1 r lrrty,t ,tnl ptllittq forward suggestions faster than I

,.tt rr'.1tttrl //rr, irrlrrlrcrr will have noticed the many changes

,vt tltr wllt',tlt'wtllt trxyt lo come. Ihe Standards Directorate
t\ tt ttt\rl lrtnh ,ttl t lisl ol items are waiting to be actioned.
1 lrlt.yr' llt,tl \/r,vr, /r,rr lrrought some great ideas into this

" ! I r t r t t r I I t r t r r r r I t t ln t I in t I o the runni ng of the Association
lu, lt.r'tt ltltt4l,ly I ltviq been involved in many
til\ t".ttt I,tttt I r,, sortx' wltil lt haye become known to members
.ttt,l "tlr,tr tlt,tt lttvr orly rquired advice or guidance to the

It.It ttt, t tIt! t'tttt\l, /r,r r/rown that Steve has whatlttakes to
I't .t lt'.trh t,ttl ln' rhx,sriI shirk his responsibility to the nem-

I It,ttt|, , ttttr,I r/r) tr) /,t\ol Caldwell who is really putting in
tr)t) , lrtt tltt t l)AA l,t\on /ras those skll/s that make him
rt,rlrr,itlt A l"tnrl lor ,rrr rrk,a, a poste4 design or input into
.tn1 ruuttln't ol tlwtrls ty'ls rasults, and fast. Many changes

/r, r r . I rr,r,r r t t t, t I t u t I t s 
1 xtst I ion as Records )ff icer. This job is

r,,,1 r,,ry .ri rr i r r/tlrr /rr r,rrrrc nrembers h ave not done the right
r t t t t I t I t, t',t t t I r', r' r t I I r t u r iv i nq e nd of their frustration. 0n li ne
,tr.'tlq t lrr", r,lr rirrrr;/r/ rrr,rkc il easier for everyone.

Nt't l 1ttlltrt r', tlu'kuxl ol ltktko that givesyou an answer.
',1',r r, rrir,,i |,,r r r r.ry /rol ltkt lln' reply but he will tell you any-

'r r1 1, LrrrA ,,r!r, 4r r r,\\ t)llirr, Noel deals daily with mem-
i,, r' r r r l/r t ! tr', I r tt tr y.t I r t I r: ltis job should start getting real-
/1 /,r r,1',r rr trrrrl t t tl r r tr t tr t y ol rlrrvnbers ln regards to booking
, 'r, !r,rf ,r /,rl ,r/ Jrr,,rr/,rrlrr,r lrrrl Not'/seemsto workhisway
tt,t,' t,ltt tt )trl tt,lo\ tlt' lt,ttl orx,s lo me. When Noe/ goes to
t, t r t,,, t r t tr t t tl rr I t t.r'r I h t r rt, ilt' sur t' of my facts because he3
t,t, t I,trti,l,tl,rrrr/ rvrrr't h'l qo rtnltl lu' gets a reply.

i:,,,, r/t / /r,1, /,r,r,rr wrtl,ury wtllt l;tt TaylOf On COUfSe

,,, rr, ,, ,/ ,rr,/ ,t, urn,l lt', ttlltl ttlt ,t ntttttlrr of things uSUally
i,,,/,, rrrri tt,tt)tt t IIt t\&d l\lll /1(,\(y)latlon S/ldes/an
r,,/,,,,, /,,,, t,,,.,r,..,,,iir,ill,t trl r1r'lltnrl a dif{erent slant on
,r,, , I , i/,i t1 it tilltl

i . t1 , t1,,,1,, r ilr, rrr rr r i ),1,1 i /nlr)/y tlllitL,r has already
, ) . t., t,,, i t,,,,1 ttl t ilt, t. .rl,i //rr,,,r, tu, lrtlt t I knnur ROll Of
,tii.. lirittt t,t ttt.tltllrl ',t\tt ',1 llt,,wlk,tl 0ZTek
i/; : r: :r,r I i t,l' ",,,',",trt\ lt,'ril, lr' ltttt tln' tillormatiOn in
!,. t .t it,. t,,,,, t,,i irttr .. .rrtl ttttr r' I trt lttttltrtl l'll bo hand

, ..,,1, .t, r ,,, r,r, ,/,rrrt/r,rr.,,r/riW/lr,/,,r,1,,t,l0pulit.
t,,. | , 1.,, ,,',,1,,,,/,,t .,'rtr tnt,rnltrt ltttltlr.,,lrt lltti
rrr,, rl,. \, ij,t,,irt,),,,,',1, 1rtt.. .trttl ryr",ltttltl!l,t/l lo\{I,

the results of thk in each issue.

Andrew Higgins has been very helpful with teaching is

The contribuilon that Andrew has made with the Deep ci

Course and the Penetration Program cannot be praised

enough. Andrews open mind has allowed us to look beyc

the old ways and compare the values of other training av

able, and compare the results with ourc. This has resulted

different approach to teaching methods.

The Penetration Program Course notes, Power Point

Presentation, lnstructor Notes and Standards and Procedu

have been finished. The planned conpletion date was to
Easter so that Easter Progran studenb could receive the t
material. Penetration Examiners will be updated at a wor,

to be announced.

I have now started on the Cave Course Program and w

receiving feedback from Jane Bowman who is testing the

ry component changes for me. 1nce this feedback is incot

rated l'll be sending out the new draft for discussion. Mut

the theory in the Penetration Program has been moved b

to the Cave Course as it was felt that teaching Pen candid

about tanks and tank valves, BCD's etc was a waste of tin
by that stage in their diving life they should aheady knora

about equipment. Gas Managenent, shutdown drilh etc I

also been put back to the Cave Course although will rema

the Pen Program until a timeline has been reached where

didates will have done the exercise in their Cave Course. S

overlap in the Deep Cavern Course, Cave and Penetrailon

Program will exist for many years until we can be sure th.
everyone has been given the knowledge and skills.

As Nailonal Director it is my duty to bring to the memt

attention the procedures when the Directorate receiyes a

ten allegation against a member. Fint that allegation is la

at by the Directorute to see if it warrants further action, s

times it can be a simple misunderstanding or an opinionlf.

of view and nay not warrant further considerailon other
advising the parties concerned. The allegation is then lool

at in regards to the Constitution and in the case of an

lnstructot or Director different action may follow other th

that for a member as described in the Constituilon. The a

tion is then referred to an lnvesilgationls Officerls who wt

appointed by the Dkectorate. ln the last few cases the
Directorate, because of fairness and wanilng io be transp

have taken a stance that they would accept the findings c

lnvesilgailon and follow the recommendations given (this

would be overridden should those findings or recomment

tions contravene the Constitution of course) and in all of
cases we have followed this approach. Accusations of bias

other claims are fairy tales as the Directon have followed
findings and have not inflicted any action themselves on I

guilty parties. When a nember disputes the findings, ther

the recommended punishment, if found guilly, they have

right of appeal, which is covered in the Constitution. This

t rtt\lilution was written back in 1998 and although none of the
rrtrttrtl Directors wrote it, we are bound by it, the same as every
trt,rrrlx,r. Approaching the lntrcstigationls )fficerls after the fact

' 
r tl n, Public )fficer is not following the Constitution and could
lr ronsidered harassment. Volunteers do not deserve to be put
tttnlu lhis scrutiny when there are set procedures to voice griev

I lx' good news about the abolishment of the $10.00 Kilsby
Irr w,ts put on the email list and will take effect with thrs yeaft
irttr,wab.

l,tnk cave divers can breathe a sigh of relief because the
I l',0 00 access fee has been abolished as well. Access ln the
ftttrtrt will cost $50.00 per weekend (any weekend) this should
l r,r,/) ( oits down. As we all know with fuel prices these days lt3
ntl lrrt a quick trip for a dive, it's an investment!

I lope to see you at OzTek.

lhqards, Warrick McDonald., CDAA National Director

l'\, ( onqratulations to Rob Brennan,
lln' rrcw Site Director and Bruce

Irrtlh'rl, the new Shaft Access Officer.

llnnks to Linda Claridge and Gary
lfir l,ry [or serving ln these positions

1r rviously.

EryDU ADUr stau at
Just a Bed Lodge
r 6 individual bedrooms, 4 with two single beds and 2 with a double bunk and a single bed.

. Each bed is supplied with mattress cover sheet, pillow, doona & blanket.
Please provide your.own linen or linen is available for a small additional cost.

' Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing for a secure area for personal effects.
. Keys will access the front sliding door and your individual bedroom only.

Rates fram S3O pp per night!
. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigeratof two microwaves,

crockery and cutlery, toaster & kettle), kitchen table, lounge area, ru & DVDtvideo.
t 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom with instant hot water shower & vanity.
. Barbeque, seating area and provisions for drying of diving equipment if required.

Clean air fills, Nitrox and Trimix is available from BIue Lake Diving nightly.

Contact Suzanne anytime on 0427 884 729.
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A rnt'ndins the Constitution
llr, r I r \ \ ( ('n,trlull()n lllrs lr procedure described in clause 36 of how to change thc

( ,,n,lrtulrt)n. llrcrc are two ways that this can be achieved.

I t! 1i,,t,1,,, , ;, , r rt r ,, rr, r,rl Nl,, lrrr, l'lris clrl bc called whencvcr necessar-y as deemccl by the Dircctorate or hl
t',,1,r,. .,r,, , \1,, ,lr,rr rlr,r, lr,r.l,,',rrrrrvrillcrrrcclucstby l0'X,ofcligiblemcmberswhomustallsignthe wriltur
,, ,r, I I l,r r ,1,r | ,,, ,t 1,, l,L ., rr r,, rlr,. l'rrhlic Olliccr slating thc purpose ofthe meeting. 'fhis is thc only bttsitr,'

r, t,, r,r, r,r,t r1rr, !,,,,r,,,,, tlrr.rtrrrlrrrl'rrrlrt'nlrcltlrvithin60daysofthePLrblicOfllccrrcceivrngthisnoticc. I

t,,,. r,,1r, rt,,r, t,,,, rrrrr, rrr,ll,,, rrrorrllr,rllrr.slscrvcsthcmajorilyofmenrbersancl-.i0daysrrrittennotieeis;rr,,i,
,,1t, rl,, nri rrr, l,r ,r,ir r,,.rll ,lfrl,l, rrr, rrrl,r'rrol llrctlalc.titttc, Iocationandagendaoflhemeeting. AqttorLtttto
'o ,,,i rll, r,rt,l, r,,,,r,Lr 1.,r rl,, r, lrr,r,,l rrrrrrrllr lolrilnslrclanybusinessandthismusttreacl,ievccllvithinhlll ,

lr,,rl

'lll'lxrslal ballotwiththcresultsannouncedatthcAGM. I'hccharrgcnrustbcproposcdandsecondcdinwritingtothe
llrt',rrrr'ssl)irector45dtyspriortotheAGM.'l hcBrrsilrcssl)ircclornrrrsl nolilynll ncmbersinwritingol'theproposals
rr ttlr ;tl lcast 30 days notice betbre thcAGM. No voling or ( orslilrrliorrirl ehlrrruos lvill bc acceptecl from the floor. The
l lrr',rttcss Director then gives written notice to lll rrrcnrbers ol rry clr:rrrgcs rvithin .10 tlrrys and the changes comc into
, tl, i r :tlirr 7 dals lrorrr this notice.

I rrlorltltlately there is no clear indicatiort its lo rrrrrrrbcrs rrtprrircil lo \'()lc ir) oplion 2 above, in ortler to change the
I {)rr:ililttliort. Thisisnotasafeandhcaltltyposilionlrs('orrslilrrliorrsslroultl nol bctrxrcusytochangeandneedprotiction
lr,,rtt ;xxtrly thought or.rt or minority pusltcs. Orr lhc olhcr lrrrrtl llrc protcilrrrc slrorrltl hc clcur and achievable.

lltrtt'etlonealotofinvestigation. TheAssocialiorrslrrcorporirliorAclolsArkresnolcovcrthisandlcanfindnoevi-
rIrr(( ol'legal advicehavingbccnreceivcdbylhc('l)AA. l'lrcligrrrrol ]0(li,islrrirlywitlclyuscdandlaurhappythatthis
r', ,r litit and reasonable ligurc. I proposc thal wc hlrve ir S;rcciirl llesolrrlion Mcrrlirs prccctling thc noxt AGM at which
Ittttt lt v(ttc can be takcn fion, the floor 1o havc tlrrs ligrrrc wrillcrr irrlo our ('orrstilrrliorr. A votc ol'7-5(% in lavour ofthose
I'tlrri'ttl rvill be requtred to pass the rnotion. 'l'his procctltrrc is dcscrihctl il lhc Associalions Acl altl I havc also receivcd
,t,lr lt e on this from the Of'ficc of Consumer arrti lhsincss Allairs. A Spccial llcsolrrtion Mccling can be used by
\ , ror'ilttiotls whcn a procedurc is Itol covcrcd irr thcir (lonstitution us lhis is thc clsc rvith orrr (lonstitLrti6n when it comes
l,) lrrrlllbcrs required" This will then pavc the lvay Ior a non :rrrbiguorrs means ofchangins lhe Clonstitution in thc future.

I rvrlcome any discussion on this matter and will includc more infbnnation in following editions of Cuiclclines as theAGM
,r;,1 rrr ritches.

l( r'11rrrds. Helen Higgins.

APOLOGY...
"l would like to clarify that the opinions expressed in the recent article on diving in Scapa Flow are
ltrrrely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the CDAA. The article was
wt itten in a light-hearted manner and no offence was intended to the reader." Mark Jobbins.
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Down To BUSINESS
Whrl r bury tnd.xcltlng quarter this has been for
Eutin;r, Flnt ol rll l'd llke to thank all the members

who look thr tlmr to express their feelings and

lhoughtr ln tht Onllnc Opinion Poll. As I had previ-

ourly rald, thr Oplnlon Poll was the tool that I could

uri to mtka tura that ln preparing a Business Plan

.nd . 3trtt.glc Plan for the CDAA that the members

ar! hattd rnd thtlr opinions taken into consideration.

Evrty mrmhr was glven the opportunity to respond.

!l mtmbrrr took up the invitation. I have included

my r.port on the Opinion Poll in this issue of
Gulddlno md you will also find it published on the
wab rlta, Pltare take the time to read the report as I

wlll not r.p.tt the lnformation here,

Thr nrxt ttcp ln forming the Business and Strategic

Plan ol thr Asoclation is to gather information which

wlll hrlp to rddress the concerns and areas of impor-

tan(a tt dnwn from the members' responses. This

wlll bc donc vla five Subcommittees; the Finance

3ubcommlttm, the Constitution Subcommittee, the
Googlrphlcel Concerns Subcommittee, the Alignment
Subcommlttcc and the Site Subcommittee. The Terms

of ialaranct for these Subcommittees have also been

publhhrd ln thls lrsue of Guidelines so again I won't
r.part tham h!re.

It h lmportrnt to understand that the purpose of
thur Subcommlttees with the exception of the
Conrtltutlon Subcommittee is to gather information,
rtr.t.gh rnd meke suggestions with the intention
ol (ontrlbutlng to the future direction of the CDM.
Ihur wlll br pruented for discussion and approval

and than thr outcomes will be used to write the

lurlnur md Stret.glc Plan. The intent of this proiect

lr to br thll, ttlntptrent and to engage the members

et dlfltTani hvrh ro that the final decisions are a rep'

resentation of the majority of members'views.

The role of the Constitution Subcommittee is a very

impo(ant one as these are the rules that legally bind

the Association. ln the past years many difficulties
have been seen in implementing the Constitution

from ambiguities, to inconsistencies to matters of
interpretation, Attempts have been made to make

changes to the Constitution and these have not .f
always been successful. lt is my belief that the4l
process for changing the Constitution needs to bfl
made very clear (see section on Amending thel
Constitution). The document as a whole then needs I
to be reviewed with a Subcommittee dedicated to :

working through the areas of concern and proposing

changes. once approved by all on the Subcommittee

and by the Directorate they can be presented to the
members as a widely supported document which can

then be voted on.

ln the past two months I have put in enormous hours

to get these plans to this stage and to report this
information to you. I now need your help! This job

cannot be completed by one person or by five and nor

should it be. ltt now up to YOU the members to vol-
unteer your services and have input on the fiv€
Subcommittees. The call for volunteers closes on the
1104109 lor each of the Subcommittees. I ask you to
read the Terms of Reference carefully

and to contact me with any questions

and to express your interest to vol-
unteer ASAP We have a lot to do
and I look forward to a huge

response,

Regards, Helen Higgins
rw r Air Fills o Scuba $ales & $ervice o Nitrox Fills

o Minor Repairs . $cuba Gylinder Testing

ffi€rildmh@@endtr{Is
Guaranteed o'night AirlNitrox fitts... drop off before gpm... tilled by 7am next morning!

Att enquiries
Darren Walters - 04A8 845 5ll

Email: dwalters@seol.net.au

Lot 7, Cafpirco Rd, Compton (via Mt. Gambier)
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier West, S.A. 5291

'TriPod -

available'ii, u"t,



' ' li'r'nrs ol' Ileference for Subcommittees

I' irr:rrrcc Sullcortunittce
ll,n A,'l,turti
tt,, r lr \ \ lrr. .r lr,,rltll rlrrle ol nrctlbcrs tunds. As at l March 2009. this amount consists of:

tilr l,,ttl Ir tlri ( r,ilII()lt I rr|ilAl and
I I I .lt {rl, ilr tlr, llrr.rrrL';s ('ltetlttc ltccount

l,,r ,,,r rrrrL tlr,r, lrLrr. lrr.r,rrr rrunhcr0l srrggcstionsastoholthisraoneymightbc$beusedtolurthermembers intcrests. Holl,cvcrthesc

,,r ,L 1,,!,!.lr.Lr, lrltrrh rlLrrkrptil tolirllycostedpLoposalsthatcanbe puttothemembcrship.

lt,r, r rr,,,lrl ,i,r'Loprr rrrirsol proposalsthatoutlrnehowthe membersfundscanbestbcusctltnlinewithmcmbcrsinterestsandrvrtlithL
r lr\ \r,,r.t irililr llrr:Irrrsl hetiiincviaafuilytransparentprocesswithaui,proposalsdevelopedusinganobjectiveandclearbusinesscasL'

\r rtltt';
o I , rrrr, ,t r,,rlr'tlrr'ol)lrr)ns ol cirfitrl purchase(s) including

\rr r,l,'rrirlrr,rlrorr ol lrol lhis lvould benefit the members

| \l)li)r.rtrorr ol llrr rrilvun(utcs lnd disadvantages ola capital purchase and $ratcgies olhorv to address and work these issues

| | rl, r rrrr'rl ,rlrpropru[.- to propose a plan for capital purchasc(s) wtth supporling business case and objective evaluation criteria

. l,,rr\,,1r1,,r1r';rrrrl Iro|irstrrpliurforprovisionofappropriatememberservices. Thesecouldincludehutare notlimitedto
',r lrllll,ll',

\ 1,;,r,,1,;,,,1 ( (llrInrerrl llral can be purchased lor member use/hire

I tttttlrtiitttt.t:
r I lr, llrr , r, ,, I ) rt i Irr rvill clurir (hc Finance subcommittee,

o I ir, .rrt,,.rrrrrrrlr.i, illl consrsl ol bctween 5-10 members at least one ofwhich has legal skills and at lea$ onc with financial skills

.lrrrr,rrrlr,r,,urrlr rlrirrlrrivcrrrcnlioncdskillsdonotvoluntecr,theBusinessDtrectorwill inviteappropriatclyskrlledmembers

,,rrl,r llr, .Ltlr, otttttttlli t

I r,tr ,,t rlrr rr, r,,l,,rurrlrLrl uhovcrskrbeexploredwithalinal proposal puttotheNationai Committcc. 0nceapproved,thisproposel

1r Ll 1,, t,rrl trrllrnrr'rrrlrt'rslirrt volc. Thiswill thenformthebasisoftheBusinessPlan.

I ltrrilttrts
. \,rtl l,,r r.lrrrrllr'rlolirrrlllrcsuhcommitteewill bemadcintheMarchissueofGuidelines.onthewcbandtheCDAAemail list

. I lr, Lrl,, ,)Luu11i ( \\'rll he lirnttctl try the 1104i09

. llr, l,r,,l,,,.rl lrrtlu Nrrrronrl (ontntittccwill bemadeby15i05/09. Ifanextensionrsrequiredthiscanbeappliedfor

. tir, r,ir.rrr,l r1r|r,,rLrl tlrisrvrll bcprcscutedtothemembelsfotavotewiththeJuneissueof Culdelines

('unslilul iorr Suhcommittee

llrrr I'qtttttttl:
, .,rt, rt , rt . ,,,rr nLrt,rl lrrrrhe:.tlrt('l)AAisgoverncdbyasetof rulescontarncdwithintheConstitution. Thcscrulesfomthclcgal basi,

I rl \ ,,, I lll,ill

!, ,!r ,r . Ll,, , t, rr lr,, rr r runlrr.r ol ront:ctns cxprcsscd r,vith various interyIetations ofthe CDAA Constitution. 0n occasions this hl

| !,..,,,,1.r1r,, r'rr,,r,lr lrrrt,rrrrlrlrrsrrlisllrclionovcrrulingsthathavebeenmade.Therctsnolacallliomamong$thcmcmbershipli
Lr., ,,,,,,, L,,,,,t.rr,lLr,l,rrlrrrlltrllrrrlsimplilicdrvherevetposible.Anysuchreviervmustbeconductcdinatransparcntandlis
r , :,, | ,l ,l r,,L rru, rur trol rrrrlvslrlislvlcgrl requrrcmentsbutalsornu$besecnlobeexecutcdlairlyandcorcctlyanddclil

L , rl,, 
"r, , 1,, r lrrlr r ,t tt ltllr'

\r rrlrr

. i i1.,,,, t,,,rt,l rrr rr,rrrlr, rir,l,rrl,,rcilrritinlcllritlcttioninthcCDAACon$itutjon

. i I , ,i,,r ,,r r,, rl,, , ,1, l Lir,,l l,tllrl, ttt,

. I t, t, ,,, r, l,r, rrt l, llr, L,r.lrlrlrrr tlrr, lr rttll tesolt,ClhCsc issUcs

I.itttilulions:
r llrr' Nrrlional Director will chair this subcommrttee.

r llre llusrncss Director will also sit on the Con$itution subcommiltcc.
r llrrsrrhcommitteewill consistofbetween5-l0mcrnhclsrt lclrstoncol lvhichlraslegal sl<ills

r ll ucrtrhcrswiththeabovementionedskillsdonol volunlccr,thcllusincssl)irr:c(orlvill invitcappropriatelyskilledmembers
lrr|r llrc subcommittee.

I lr{ prr)p0s0d amendments will need to be presentcd kr thc Nuliourl ( irnrnrillcc [rr lpprlvtl. 0ncc approved, the amendments will be

l,r,'u rrltrl to the membeis for voting.

l)rullines:
r A crrll lbr volunteels to fom the subcommittee will bc nrirtlc in lhi: Mrrrch issrrc ol (iuirlclincs. orr lhc wch nnd thc CDAA email listr llrt' subcommittee will be formed by thc l/04/09
r A|lrgrcssrepofiwill bepresentedtotheNational (lonrntillcchclbrclhc4/05i0()

r I lrc Ilntl amendments t0 the Con$itution wiil bc prescnlcd tu thc nrcnrbcrs lbr votirrg in lhc l)cccmbcr issuc ol (iuidclines

(,lrographic Concerns Subcommittee

llrckground:
I lr, ( 'l )AA is a National organisation and yet a largc number of members feel that thc organisation strugglcs with its national identity. Curently
tlr,'rutiotityofdivesitcswhichareCDAAaccessedarclocatedinMtGambierandtheNullarbor ThemajorityofCDAAmembersarclocatedin
'ilrrlh Australia atd Victoria. These two facts have greatly contributcd to members from othcr states feeling disadvantagcd and under-representcd.

'\rrltrl lttsemcrgedtoaddresstheconcernsolmembersfiom$atcsoutsideofVictoriaandSouthAustralia. Theseneedtobebalancedwiththe
lli'rl ol Victoria and South Au$ralia and solutions proposed that will represent alJ members and help achicve a more National idcntity for the
I | )A A lnd its members.

,\t'ope:
. lo cxplore the geographic concems ofmembers outside ofViciSA
. lir irlcnti& & quantify the extent ofthe problems
o Iir olfer solutions that address these problems

l,initations:
. I hc Publications & Records Director will chair this subcommittee,
r I hc State Representatives wrll also sit on this subcommittee.
r l hc subcommittee will consist of between 9- 1 5 members
r ll insufflcient numbers ofmembers ftom each state do not volunteer, the Business Director will invite appropriately

Ircrrtcd members onto the subcommittee
. As this subcommittee will be geographically widespread, business conducted via email is acceptable

{lirtal proposal olrecommendationistobeputtothcNational Committce.0nccapprovcd,thisprrposal will hcputtothemcmbersfor
,r vrtc. This will then contribute to thc Stratcgic Plan.

lhudlines:
o Acrlllorvolunteerstolormthesubcontmtltctrvill hcnlulcirrllrcN4archissucol (iuirlclincs.onthcwebandtheCDAAemaillist
r I lrc subcommittee will be fomed by the lr04i09
r I lrc proposal to the National Committee rvill bc mado hy 15i05/0t) Il lrrr cxlcnsion is rcquircd this can be applied for
r llrcatlyandapplovedthiswill bepresentedtothcmcmhcrslirrlvolcrvilhlhc.lunoissucofCuidclines

A lignment Subcommittee

lluckground:
I lrr' ( onslitution identifies the main aims and objcctivcs ol lhc ('1)AA to bc to lbstcr thc development, advancement, promotion, mapping, edu-

, rttotr, oxploration, consenation, safety and tcscalch ol undcmatcr cavcs and rclated features. In liaising with Governmcnt bodies, landowncrs
,ltri olhcrinterestedparties,thcrcisaneedfbrthcAssociationlobcpcrccivcdaslhcpeakbodywhenitcomestocavedivinginAustralia. As
,rr' lr it is imporlant that our training, policics and serviccs lrc lvorld class and current.

llrltL'isrneedtoidentifyotherlike-mindedagcnciesandbodiesandtocxplorehowtheCDAAcanlearnorbenehtftomthem. Thereis
,t , rrll lirrn the members that the CDAA align or at least lo$er bettcr rclationships with other bodies and agencies. Any proposal wtll need
lr r ',rt1r1xrr1 the vast ma.lority ofmembers views that access, training, $andards and safe diving are ofthe ufurost imporlance to the members.

t\4AJir ll llllltl l'/\{rl -'ll
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\r rrl,r'
. l, !,1, i,rLl ,,llr, r lrl, frr r,l, rl,tt,L ttr tts illl(l h(xli0s

. 1,,, l,l,,r, rlr l rr llltiti' ;,,,1t, tir ltttrl scrviccs

r t,,,,1,1,,r,ltr,t,,rrrlrl,tlrrtt;rrrlrtiltinc(ll()rrcmbersandtheAssociationbyaligningorfosteringbetterrelationships
,r1,r1,,,1,,,11,.

r l' 1,r,,1,r, , Ir.rlr 1'r',,,1 ltrrrt,lltis citlr hc llchicved

I luttl(tlttt,t\:
r I 1,, ,t rrr'l,ri,l I trrr', lrrr stll r hlrir tltis subcommittee

r I I , lrr rrr, t,,r \rlror rrlr' \vrll sil otl lhis subcommittee

r tlr, .rrl,, ,,iriull(( \!rll rorrsist ol hclwccn5-l0membenwrthatleasttlileemembersbeingculrentCDAAlnstructols

llrr,, r rrrr,lrl,rl ir',r\l lN,o(olrsos in lhc past l2month$
. lt rrr,rrllrr r, rrt rrrrnrlrr,ts ol llslruclors volunteer for this subcommittee the Business Directorwill invite enough Instructors

,,rrtrr LlrL rlrr onnrll( ( lo lirllll thc ctiteria

\trrrrl 1,r,,;,,, ,rl r,l rL,rorrrrrrrrllutionist0beputt0theNational Committee.Onceapproved,thisproposalwillbeputtothemembersli

r,,,1, I lrr', rrrll lll rr tonlrihrtlc tothcStrategicPlan.

l rtttllittrt :

. \, rll t,r \.lull(.(,rslrilirrrllhcsubconmittecwtll bemade intheManhissueofGuidelines,onthewebandthcCDAAemail list

e I lr, rrl,, r)nnrlt( (' \!rll hc lonncd by the 1/04/09

. llr, t,r,)1,,),rl lr,tlrt Nrrliourl (ommitteervillbemadebyl5/05/09. lfanextensionisrequircdthiscanbeappliedfor

. l r ulr ,n,l rirl)ro\,( (l lhis ivill hc presentcd to the mcmbels l0r a vote with the June issue ofGutdelines

Silt Srrlrcortttttilttc

lltr l'ry rtttrtl:
lt,, r tr\ \,rrrrL.rrtl1 [;rsrrrlssir rnlnlhcr0ldivesitcslocatedmostlyinMtGambier Thcrcarealsoasmall number0f sitesaccessiblcintl]

',Lrl,,,r rr,l ).lti\\rsrrl,l,csliolsllrvcbccnmadethatsome0fthemcmbersexccssfundscanbcinve$edinsrtclmprovemcntsaswellasncgt
1rrlr ! I rl .,1L!II,t(((sslirItcn silcs.

ttr,r, r rrrr ,1 r.rIrr.[rp;r stricstil ploposa)slorrecommcndingapplopriateslteimpror,ementsrvhichnotonlyasistmembcraccesbutalr

r, 1,,,r1.r ,l,,srr,r r.rlLn(lmurtsurrtl thc('DAAconscn/ationpoljcy. Therersalsoaneedt0dcvelopaproposalforstratcgisingtheopcning'
,,,,,, I lr\\ rt, \Lr,,lrrlt;tNiilt.

\r rtTrr'

.l,,r,l,rrlrlrrrrrrIfl ,rIsr((llri[itlgilnp[0vemcntsandlec0rnmendchangesrequired

. 1,, 1,r,,1,,,,,lr,rl, Jtrr'! lot Itnrlittg rt(l opcningnelv sites

. 1,,,.t,l,,r, tlrr rr rrlrlrtltlvol rttlvtlivcsitesin MtGambier

. 1,,,'1 1,,1, tlr,,rr,rrl,rlrrlrly rrl rrew tlivc sites in other areas Australia wide

I tttttlrtlttttt.
. I 1,, , r, I trr,, t,,r rr rll , lr,rtt lltts sttltctittttnittee.

. rtL ,,r, \, L r)llLr L'r , rril srl oil lhis sUbcommittee

r I tr, 1 I rrr r,., r ',1 lr, , rr, lr rrrrl NlrrlrIittt r,vill sit on this subcommittee

. ri,. ,,t,,,rL,rLr r, urll(,,iL,,rr,l ol l)rlNocrr l0-20memberswithatleasttwomemberswithconstructionskills

. L jL r,L ,' !l1,, r 1,r, ,'llLrlorrllrcstthcotttmittcc

. t!,,,ritr,r, rr rrLrr rl,,r ,,i lrr rrlrr,r:lrrrrrr rrrrchslltcandwithappropilateskilisdonotvolLrnteeltheBusinessDirectol
,11,,, r,,1,1,r,,1,irrt,lrl,,,rl,'rl,rrrrirlirlleilnrclnbcrs0nt0thcsubcommittee

r ri,, ,rt,Li,,,,rrl L \\ lllr, l,,,rl,r,rplrrrrllyrvitlcsprcad,businessconductcdviaemailisacceptablc

!,,! i,,r,, ,,, ,,!,,,!,rLlrrr,,r1 r,1. lrr'|lrrl tollrcNutional Cornmittee. Onceapproved,thisproposal will bcputtothemembers

I l, ,ll rl,, r, ,,flr l,rrl, 1o llr :\ltirl|,1( ltrril llttSinCSS Plan.

llt,t,lltrt, t

. rL r, riL,r., r,t,r ,rrlr, ul,, tnnrltllrrll lrlrrrrulcinlhcMarchissucofGuidelines,0nthewebandtheCDAAemail li:

. l, ,r ,,,,rr, ll,1,,rrl,,ll,\llr,ll)ll)')

. ri , L l,!r !lt | ,ri,,l1L,llr, l.lrlr,rr,rl(orrrnil[rhclirrcthc4105/09.

April 1 - 30,2OO9, May 1 31,2OO9, June 1 - 30,2OO9 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier
Midweek or weekend courses. Flexible schedule.3 days in Mount Gambier"

lnstructor: Rubens MONACO O413 429,533

April 4 13, 2OO9 in Melbourne and Mount Gambier SA
April 4th/5th in Melbourne followed by 11th,121h and l3th April in Mount Gambier.

lnstructor: Linda CLARIDGE 03 5565 a793 O4Oa 05

April 18 26, 2OO9 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
irt M<:lbourne for theory, land drills and pool session using Option A course. 3 days in Mt Gambier

lnstructor: Terri ALLEN 0419 176633

May 25 - June 8, June 29 - July 12
Jane Bowmann- Melbourne & Mt Gambier. Twins, PlateslWings supplied.

lnstructor: Jane Bowmann 03 9579 2600 or O4O7 566 455

Cave Courses
April 1 - 30,2OO9, May 1 - 31.2OO9, tune 1 - 30,2OO9 in Mt Gambier

Midweek or weekend courses. Flexible schedule" 3 days in Mount cambier.
Contact Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533

April 8 - 1O, 2OO9 in Mount Gambier SA
3 day, full time course offered entirely in Mount Gambier- 3 site dives.

lnstructor: Linda CLARIDGE 03 5565 8793 or O4O8

April 25 27, 2OO9 in Mt. Gambier
lull time course in Mt. Gambier lncludes 6 dives. lnstructor: Andrew HtGGtNS O413569164

June 1 - 7, 2OO9 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
Theory and exam in Melbourne. 3 Days of diving in Mount Gambier

lnstructor: Terri ALLEN O419 17 66 33

June 1-8 or July 27- August 3rd
Jane Bowmann. Melbourne & Mt Gambier. Twins, plateslWings supplied.

lnstructor: Jane Bowmann 03 9579 2600 or O4O7 566 455

CDAA Penetration Courses
April 1O 14, 2OO9 in Mt Gambier

5 day (inclusive) full time program run over fhe E.rstc/ break at Mt Gambier. Cost $qOO-OO.
l)(rwnload the application form and forward it with a $2oo"oo non-refundable deposit to lane

Bowman, Penetration Program Co-OrdinatoL 237 East Boundary Rd, East Bentleigh,3165-
,'lt',1\c pay careful attention to the equipmenl rc(luircmcnl.s tound in the training section of the web

site. lnstructor: Jane BowmanD 03 9579 2600.

I'lt"tse download the latest application form off the webpage www.cavedivers.com-au

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REMTNDER...
A Tank Cave returning diver application form and the annuat $150 fee will

be required before any bookangs can be accepted.
A|lrll l0-13 2009 (Easte0

Warrick McDonald & Jane Bowman

Alrrll 25 - 26 2009; Linda Claridge

Mry l) . 10 2009

May 23 - 24 2009; Rob Brennan

June 6 - B 2009 (Queens Birthday)

Andrew Higgins

June 20 - 21 2009

Warrick McDonald & Jane Bowman

July 1 1 - 12 2009; Steve Trewavas

July 25 - 26 2009; Linda Claridge

DEEP CAVERN Courses

I,1.\l!r | | j'rlrl'l l'l\r,l ll) MARCH 2OO9 - PAGE 3.I
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I l)AA 5lTE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au
li.,lt.ll,ll..l^lll.11t:,rllrrvt|t,rll',,,.,,.'

,rr Invllill ! rlllill{rll { (AVI P PENETRATIoN

EDAA SITE ACCEss

,,il I.EVEL OWNER ACCESS DTTAILS

'.iil 0WNI R ACCESS DETAILS
MollNT GAIVIBIER - SoUTH AUSTRAIIA kontinued)

Mrrllf ll r,,/\Mllll l{ ',()t,lll^USTRALIA

l,l ll .!ll ,

L rrrr

t)ll1

l'0. lJox 104i1

Mt Carnbier 5290

(08) 873s r 177

DEIl

P0. Box 1046

Mt Gambier 5290

Ph: (08) 873s 1 177

l ax: (08) 8735 1135

as above

NANNOOLUT SITES

lnn l:ighty

lll,x k\ Hole

5 scotts Agencies P/L

5 scotts Agencies P/L

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

5maller groups, no need,

Fax: (08) 8735 1 135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notify of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone or {ax only.

Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry cunent

financial CDAA membenhip card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before acces is permitted.

Trainingi The lnstructor is to notify DEH of the date the sites are needed and to {orward

signed indemnities from each student and their temporary card number/ membership number'

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of delicate vegetation. $25/dive or annual Permit $55.

NOTE: lndemnity form to be completed with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. M'ship

NOTE: Divers should rcnew their Piccaninnie Ponds indemnities at least 2 weeks prior to their intended dive date.

Pcter Cunningham

PO Box 2168,

Ml Gambier 52-00

Ey phone or mail, 1 week prior, Ph: (08) 8738 4003.

l)i\trict Coun(il o{ Grant Little Blue - perm ssion not required - mu( carry card.

Dislr (t COun(il of Grant Obtarn key from Lady Nelson Tourist ln{ormation Centre

[,4r. Pcter Norman Visit the house before diving

lf no one home - no divel

M,rxLrrum 3 divere all weekends between May & November inclusive (check and update on CDAA website)

Ai l(',tr1 4 dlvetr in group' 1 with prev ous site experience.

llilr(5lr (tcd days or numbers Cave rated divels must not enter Penetration sections

A(re$: Granl Sommcr ph.04l2 266 826. Mail, 147 Kenihans Road, Happy Valley, SA 5159

Download ndemnity and book online at www.cavediver.com.au.

DATES OPEN:Saturday 7th Apri, sdturday 19th May,5aturday 9th lune 2007

Site undergoing development...Watrh this space iorinlormationl

thrft
(N

Generally open one

weekend a month.

Trevor Ashby

For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDAA webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix
is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes
attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA

Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
dlve experience with twin tanks
Download form off website.
Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au (Linda Claridge 0408 052 070)

(N

(

lllnn's rave P & A Lasslett

lvlanager: Mike Haze

Groups of four divers only apply in writing to Site Director, Limited groups will be

allowed acces over the summer months. The site is very delicate and therefore only limited

access is available. Divers applying will be notified as to further acces details. Please include a

stamped self addresed envelope.

| ' r r r , r r l r r r r l l r 
. 

| ' 
r r r l ( I i

11,,r.., ,i. Lili

lr,,r l[,r,

I rlll. lllrr,

nll,,rrrlrl,,

IIrILr1,

Irrlll ', lliY',n ',lll\

rl,.li: ll,,l,

Mulll',1,

ll, il1, ll,,l

(N

(N

I nqelbrerhts

I ilrt

West

l\4t Gambier

Council

Lessee

Ph: (08) 8723 2299

C

P

0btain key from l\4t Gambier Tourist Information Centre. Access agreement must

be signed prior to diving. 2 divers must sign out keys, all diverc must sign in

advising which groups they are diving with. Diving should be avoided after hearry rain due to
posible water contaminance, Diving hours are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST.

(

llrrce 5isters P l\rillicent Council Download lndemnity from Web Page. Access available for experienced Penetration

divers only. Low profile or side mounted independent air systems required. Access agreement

must be signed prior to diving, Please allow 4 weeks for indemnities to be procesed.

MtKay's 5haft Contact Email: site@cavedivers,com.au.

l,mk Cave P Mr. DYCER Access l\4anager: Noel Dillon. Email: noel.dillon@macquarie.com

ll,rler's Cave lVlanager: Brad Dibble Please write to the Site Access Director to dive in Baker's Cave. lnclude stamped self-

E: site@(avedivers.com.au addresed envelope. Climbing equipment required. 0nly open October to April,

C

5

dP

r lJ|rrrlilloddaysornumbers.

o1r,rr lvcry weekend. [laximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking 1 d ve only (check an update on CDAA website)

NUI"I.ARBOR . WESTERN AU5TRALIA

(otklebiddy OP

Muna El Elevyn UC

lommy Grahams C

Apply rn writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: District l\4anager,

Department 0f Envir0nmcnt and (0nservati0n (DEC)., P0 Box 234, Esperance, WA.6450.

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.:r,,r,1,,r,s r.l, rrrr r .rv,. l' I )tr I r,v(,ry w(,0kend max 3 divers per day unde(aking 1 dive per day (check an update on CDAA webslte).

i,r,il"r, ,l,ty t' I )tnr (,v(,ry siturday max 4 divers, 1 dtve only {check an update on CDAA website)

,,,,1ir,,,, rr\',ll,y,rrr,rrl lor(,slrysd@l{orestrysa.sa.gov.au.Fax:(08)87242885orPhone:(08)87242876orbookon-lineviathe
,r ,r,,r, r,,,,,,,r, t,r,r rr,l .rtlx,rrnitsfromtheForestryO{{ice,RHSof drivewaytoCarterHolt,JubileeHwy,MtGambier.

riir,,lrl^lll

. ri ,l ,,,t ,,, l,,r.rl I ir, ll,ilr I I,lV1

. i .,,,,r,, r,,l r,i,,l l,, rr!,,rfl!(,,,,r)r\ ilrrring fire danger season.

'i,, r,, il, r r,, l,rrt, B,.ri.trl,lilrrrlly,rrrrl StingingNettleCavecanbeobtainedfromLadyNelsonVisitorCentreon
t,, :!,ir! !r,1 1,!' lr\',r\lrtrrllrl.

Access - 0pen Weekly.

Rrkrr to CDAA website. Twin Tanks - Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air.

M({,t dt gate 0f propery at 8.55am or 12.55pm, Book on"line at www.cavedivers.tom

or rorrlart Craig at kilsby@cavedivers.com.au

Nrr.nrrn,rlr, visitors or mid-week diving allowed.

Wrcbubbie YC DPI Thc Departmcnt for P anning dnd lnfrastructure, L4idland, State Land Services South East.

P0 B0x 1575, M dland 6936. Contact Kim Al ison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.gov.au

Phonc (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 5004

N,5.W . WEI.LINGTON CAVES

I lrnckiln PIC Both Penetration and Cave Level are belng arepted for this tave depending on it's water level at the time. The cave

(ltiltCavity) has a restriction at the entrance which is underwater making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water levei drops to
formasmal lakebelowthere(rictionalowingexperiencedCaveDiversaccesstothisdelicatecave.

wiler (Anti(line) Affected by high C0, levels during Summer/Autumn.

Acces is co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan-gregr@cs.usyd.edu.au. phone (02)97434157

llrm lungle Lake Unrestricted access currently exhts - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDM website,

Thh is a tri rated site. Please see detaik in issue No. 73. There are no specific

arcess arrangements.

Lr l,rl lr.r'r

i,1,,1

nnAltr l l -rilt, l l,/\r il Lr
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CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FORM

I

Please send to:Tara Parkinson

CDAA, Unit2lT Condah Crt,

Ashwood, VIC 3147.

ITEIV]
U NIT
PRICE

TOTAL

Ahrlrlrnu Handbook. For those involved in basic recreational abseil instruction, this book detaik
'.,r.,.rr,,r,J1,,r,rrcslorbeqilners.Contenrs ncude,ris<managenent,e0JipnenI,an(ho'systems,
.r1,, r,.r', r' l up dnd instrufiion and ernerqercy procedures.

ll,rli( Underwater Cave Surveying. The standard publication ior anyone remotely interested

rrr rlrrrrrh and survey techniques used in water {illed caves.

( ,rv(. Divinq Communications. A manual from N55 - CD5 dealinq exrlusively w th all underwate'
,,,rr', rrrri,ajiors used n cave divinq. Including touch, torch ard line signals,
,rul rsc of lrne arrows and jump reels.

t.,ve Divino - A BlueDrint for Survival.
n l,,,rl. bv ihe worldl.enowned cave d ve', the tate Sheck Exley, this is a case study
,,1 ,, rr..m6er of accidents that have oc<urred in the U5A and h'ow to avoid them.

Cave Diving - Articles & 0pinions
A r ornprehinsive Guide to Cave Diving & Exploration. Edited by Jill Heinerth & Bill 0igarden 

-
Wrrtlcn and edited by some of the top cave divers in the world, this book covers everything from

lrrrir cquipment to advance cave exploration.

Cuvern/Cave Diver Workbook. This workbook is rhe oTicial rraininq manual lsed by tl'e NACD

l,'r tnc Cdvern D'ver and Cave Diver courses. lt includes sections on accident analysB, (ave types

,urd their formation, equipment, communication and emergency procedures.

caverns l\4easureless to Man.
I lrLr rtorv of the oassion for cave divinq o{ the late Sheck Exley who spent
lrrs lrlc exolorino'un0erwaler caves. Publications Directors pick.

Arrr,tinq'book iou Gn't put down onrc you start, a mist read!

cDAA O(Gsional Paper No. 2. trom National Con{erence 1981. Includes topics such

,rr I ossil Cave, Belay Techniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.

Dccp lnto Blue Holes. Bv Rob Palmer.
Il,,\'i\ lhe proie(t manual written about his trios to the Bahamas, diving
vrrrrr of the most advanced and spectacular caves in the world.

Drvrno in Darkness Bv lvlartvn Far'. Personaltv siqned ov the author. Provides a clear,

, ,,,r, rri' ard mooern ilvervidw of the esentiil eiuipmtini, skills and techniques required

lo rlivr: in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in softback Diving in Darknes

rr lrar krrl with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.

llrrllIn Snlendours of the Yucatan.
t Il l, l,,rr \rrl, rr lor s of the Yu(atan is photoqrapheriauthor I alo Fiorellii story of exploration,

r,,,r, lrrrrrt, .rrrd photoqraphy in the tives ol N4exico's Yu(dlan Peninsula. His stunning photography

r,,, rrrrlrlirrrtnied by"the lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of exploration

N\1 (,rve Diving Manual.
llrlit,nrl,rrrlrcferencemanua incavedivingcoveringjustabouteveryconteivabletopic.NewEdition

N\\ (.rvlrn Divers' Manual.
I I r,. ,,t,rr rl,rr r I r rIcrcnce manual in cavern divinq covering almost every con(eivable topic
n,,,,r,,r,r lilrr, qrl,s bel'ind safe sinkhole and cave diving.

lhr l),rkn{,!r Br{kons. By l\4artyn Fatr The history and development o{ cave diving.

Itrr.l.rrrrrrrrtrrlllrr.Slorrqh.Tl'iris5heckExreytexritinqstoryo{thediscoveryandmapping
,.r rl,, r', ,,' ,',t,,r,.t\r,rv',\y\lem atthetimetheworld'slongestunderwatercave.

Vf,rr,,.rl 
^ 

lt tt.t\t.l M,ttrl,tl tor Caversby Atan Warild
\/, r r , ,rl r,, ,r ri.irI trvr. rlrrirk, lo vcrti(al cave exploration techniques. lt describes deep cave explo

,rr, tlr,,'lr r,rrrlrlr,rnrrr; llrl rrrrlxrrlance of saiety, conservation and documentation. The fifth edit

'l \/r r L ,,rl r llrrilr,rtr,rl wrllr plroloqraphs from expeditions on five continents.

'11
$30.00

$25.00

$20.00

$7o.oo

$4o.oo

$5o,oo

$z.oo

$ss.00

goslo

$49.00

$55.00

$3o.oo

$r*

$4s.oo

't,.*

^,r',r, 
,r,.,', r rv,. lr'v'rxt A { inrlr,r\l Ily l,rrry ( arlirle. Forr short docunentary type videos on Warbla

,.,.'., l .,r'i,,1"'l',r,i(l,lldndTanl'Cave.

ll,,lr ,,1,,,, 1,,, .',r'il,t I ,r, t ll , ,l, r l'llll{, ,r 1,,,iln 0l Au\lralian (avP divelS set out 0n dn amazing

, r , , .,,1 rr rl,r r,. r, il r, ill,r, il,rf',il, w,rtrrr of the Pannikin Plains Cave.

r1,,,,,r,l,J,r,,.tl,,.rt,ilil,,rly,rrrlI,rlrrrlr,rlrlywhelrafreakcyclonicstormhittheareaand
'rl ,'l,,| ,1tl,,''' II' r'lrl.w

$25,00

$30.00

Mt\llr ll l0ll'l l'Al,l l,l

I xpiry Date: Signature:

Postcode:
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NEWI

NEW!

CaveDivingBeneaththeozarkMountains-DVD withfo0tage0fGinniespringsandthe
GasconadeRiverintheozarl Mountains,l\4issouri.0verforrdayslheteamreach2000feetin,200feetdeep,
usingscooterswhichtheydragthroughrestri(ti0nsusinq(4re!. lnthi5DVDlheyextendlhesurueyofthecive.

Cave Diving Mount Gambier DVD I orn Nuvr p ,.'vern \rlc\. l0 Il,0 lu, l, l 0ro irtr,rliling
penetration dives,'Cave Divlng l\,4t Gamhrer'will take you l0 pln(0s that are only arcsihle hyirained cave
divers and tarely seen by 0thers. Featuflng I 5 of the most popul,rr riive s tes in l\41 Gambrer

China - Beneath the Wall - DVD Sichuan Province ln rentral China is honre lo sonre oi the world's
biggest cave systems. This fl m follows a team of British explorerr as lhey altempt t0 link loilether two 0f the,

most spectacular caves and complete the tantalizing thr0ugh trip. Bill ns wlth s0 many expedilions int0 the
unknown, things don't quite qo a' planned.. A qreal [iIn ,rhoul dry , avinq o,pro,,rt,on

"Down DeeD Down [rnder".
A spectaculai film bv Alex Wvschnia. Disrover the hidden secreb of l\4t Gambier's famous fresh water caves.
Tu(ked awa\i in s.A.i 5lh tait are some ol the 

' 
ounlrv'r best lnown frerhwater raves.

The physical challerge o' rave divinq makes Mounl G'ambier a diver': mecra.

"tacing Darkness". Fol owing sore of rhe greatest (ave divers ir nort,'] F orida,
Facing Darknes invites you to discover the underwater caves and how divers safely explore them.
About the geology, the danger and the pasion.

Wookey Exposed. Filmed and produced by Gavin Newman, thh award winning film looks at the
spectacular discoveries made by succesive generations of explorers and joins the latest team to take
up the challenge. Using spe(ially designed camera systems we follow the divers to the very limits
of the exploration as they attempt to push on into the darkness beyond the end of Wookey Hole.

$30.00

$40.00

$15.00

$25,00

$3s.oo

$35,00

r Embroidered (rew Neck T+hirts. Black Nryqttu[,ry U.L,XLf{L
. Embroidered Polo Shirts. Grey with black trim or black with red trim. i00k very smartl

$25,00

$35.00

$7o,oo

$13s.oo

. Embroidered Hoodies. Black only Sizes:5, [/, L, XL, XXL

. Embroidered Trekka Jackets. I ack only-Sizes: 5, l\4, L, XL, XXL

. Polar tleece Jumpers. (olours: Blue, Black. 0riginal log0. Ke€ps y0u toasty warm & smart!

. Polar tlee(e Vests" Bluq Black Original logo. Great to wear as extra layer under the drysuitl

$50.00

$s0"00

. ladies Contrast Tee. Ladies stylish cut in Grey with Navy Blue sleeves. Sizes 8, 1 0, 1 2, 14,

Beanies. Black only.

Caps. Black only.

$25,00

$20.00

$20.00

. CDAA Key Rings, Blue with gold motif. CDAA PO, Box on back.

. Round Sticker. CDAA logo over line arow.

. Bumper Sti(ker. Featuring photos by Dean Chamberlain.

. Log Book tolder. With embroidered CDAA logo on the front cover.

. Tank Cave Poster. Full Colour 14.5" x 25" poster of Tank Cave by Peter Rogers. Price inrludes p&h.

. Tank Cave Map. Premium matt 0r g os 120g paper $96.00 ( aminated $22.00 extm, s ver back $132.00)

. CD of Guidelines 1-91 All Guidelines as searchable prlls on CD

. Stubby Holders high quality 5mm neoprene with CDAA logo

. Travel Mugs- great for having a cuppa on the run

. Mask Slap Straps - fully embroidered with CDAA loqo

!!!rq
$8.00

$5.00

$1.00

$1.00

$35.00

$8.00

$12.00

$15.00

t ,rrdholders Name: Order Date: Sub Total $

Plus P&H

TOTAL $

$8.00

IBankcard IMastercard IVisa

Ph:( )_ Fax:( )

t ,rrrl No.
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MONACO, Rubens (CDAA 173J)l;

BH 03 5984-1799 lt,ait'ix6$ti,ata,t

E:inlo@idcscuba.com.au titat

Mobile:0413-429-533 tt
TAYLOR, lan (CDAA 3568) ,ita,Mi$ittii:.i

I rllrrrqly the book opens with a review of the miiestones of cave diving,

t,rhrnq lhe reader along a path n0w welltrodden, first by pioneers and fol-

I'rwrxl by the rest ol us. Exciting times, tales of adventure, and tragedy,

rl,, ;ur enthralling journey till the reader is delivered to the present day.

llrlrir opening articles put everything we do as cave divers nto per

':;rr:live. The dives some of us now routinely make, like for example a

rlr(lilr swim. were record-breaking dives just a few decades ago, when

rrr.uy ol us were in school.

N,xl we have articles summarizing what rs known about cave geology,

i rrl:urrvation and biology and, whilst there is an occasional overlap when

lwr iruthors refer to the same subiect, the editors have pulled-off a

&rfrukable job in coordinating this many top-shelf contributors. There are

rrr rrrirny big names in ths book I have tried hard not t0 name-drop, oth"

nrwrir I'd have t0 name them all and there are about forty of them.

lIrlrx)d, it is interesting 10 lake this book to a group of cave-divers and see

lr)w overyone opens the book and imrnediately points-out which big

rr,rrrrus they've dived with. You can't help it - even I do rt. We move then

rrlo rrquipment matters in which a thorough overview is given of basic

,,wrr diving gear. Rebreathers, computers and other complex gear issues

,ilr, r0vered later n the book. This early section covers the basics in such

rt,l,ul l'm sure we will all refer back to it, for example before we buy our

u,rl light.

Npxl a collection of opin on a(icles loosely gr0uped together as relating

io ,rllitude, including two very sjmilar views on accident analysis, both 01

wlr r:lr lollow the Exley five-rules model. The secti0n 0n diving physiology

r rrlr lo the chase and, like the rest of the book, is written for the average

diver in the water. The first paper is particularly well-written, de-mystifying

physiology in plain English, and the rest of this chapter is equally hard to

put down. iill's frank look at women technical divers is another full of use-

ful advice, for both women and men.

Dive computers, decompression theory, DPV use and photography are

each described in the next section by authors well known for their expert-

ise, Then we move into a chapter of articles covering cave location,

landowners, mapping, remote expeditions and tips for traveling. As you

look to upgrade your gear, or visit your first overseas cave, or buy your

next dive computer, you will re-open this book again and again. The edi-

tors stress this is a collection of opinions but they are the opinions of

some top-guns of cave diving and well worth considering, and discussing,

The last section is where hard core diving is addressed; rebreathers,

side-mounting, low visibility, cold water caves and, I think appropriately,

the book ends with a descriptlon of sump diving, By now the reader is run-

ning-out of well-trodden path and heading into caves never before seen.

Jason Hichards describes it thus: "So you put the guano rcg in your

mouth and work the valve wtk one hand whilst you swin or crawl blindly

wik yow rcel out front in the othet hand, watding otl the breakdown

you'rc invailafly going to smad< your head into. That is sump diving: And

this is a great book.

Well done Jill and Bill -

I thoroughly recommend buying a clpy,

there's something in it for everyone.

Penetration instructor tt,lr::ly.etir,la

Phone:0407 887 060 :ti,l

Email : jdz @ paintandcustom.co$iiiiiiliiiiiiiii

HARDMAN, Lorraine (CDM 2qgi1|i;;1ii;'li

Mob: 0418 304 120 I'i:itr::y6B:l ..

E: PALdiving@people.net.au tii
HlcclNS, Andrew (CDAA 332!iii
llobile:0413569164 lit',iai&sait',
E: ahhiggins @ optusnet.com.a(X

BH: (03) 9579 2600

E: info@abocean.com.au

Mobile 0408 374 1 12

Phone: 0411 1'18 134

E: ian.taylo14@defence.govau

FEATONBY Tim (CDAA 3s72) *}]

Mob:0402 129 253 
'*E: tim.featonby@ def ence.govau

Bool< Rcvicw by Pctcr l)uzzacott

Gaue lliuin$: Articles and Opinions

edited by Jill Heinerth and Bill Oigarden, 320 pages,

softcover, lots of black-and-white photos,

on sale for $70 at www.davedivers.com.au

Yes

Yes

Yes

DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA 236)

Cave (Diving) Rescue In Australia
Yrrr rnay be aware of recent discussions regarding cave rescue

u Arrstralia, Wilh increasing traffic to places like Toad Hall in

l.nr:klebiddy Cave, one must consider the possibility of some
orrl r;uslaining an injury in a remote charnber (i.e. on the wrong
,,rrlr ol a sump). The injured diver might require assistance to
rirll lhc cave safely. Although this remains a very unlikely sce-
rrrilrr), SUCh an incident would be handled much better if

;rrlv,urr;ed planning and even practice has occurred.

I riiloillly, no formal management plan exrsts to handle such an

rvrrrllurlity. I am currently working with some experienced cave
,l vrrr; and dry cavers from both the CDAA and ASF to develop
,,rrr lr ,r plan. One of the first steps is to populate a list ol suitably

qualilied volunteers who would be prepared to make them-

selves available to assist in a sump rescue, potentially at very

short notice, With such a list, we will be able to further develop

rescue plans in conjunction with authorities like the Police and

other emergency services (who run rescues).

We are looking for expressions of interest from experienced

cave divers who feel they could be of help. Please email me and
lwill give you more information.

Thanks to those who have already expressed an interest, I will

be sending you more information shortly.

Richard Harris.
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PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784)l

Mob:0407 445 112 i

E: gpaynter@geo.net,au
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krxt: Deb Williams 3092 and Geoff Stebbing 1540. UW Photos: Steve Gerard.
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( icoff and I have iust returned from 5 weeks of amaz-
lr(l adventures in Mexico and the USA. After short
rlr4)overs in Seattle and Las Vegas/Grand Canyon, we
,rttived in Cancun to be greeted by Wayne from Villa
l)r,llosa's. He drove us an hour south to Akumal
wlrore we arrived at our gorgeous beachfront
,il,rrtment.

Day one of diving at Ponderosa were
t ltcckout dives with Lena, a TDI instruc-
krr who was to assess my diving prior
hr undertaking the "Full Cave"
r r)urse * I didn't get my Pen course

lirrished before we went and want-
r,tl to be allowed to dive in all the
t,rve sites in Florida and Mexico.

Day two in Mexico we started
llru course - went back to
Itrnderosa and we did our drills, lost
lltte searches, air sharing, black outs
elr. - all deep within the cave.

Next day we went to Maya Blue -
looked beautiful but the steps were
troacherous - I slipped and cut my head so

tto diving for a few days - we hired a car and

-.] r-i$i

mayan ruins - awesome and definitely worth the drive.
Back at Villa DeRosa, I started the training again, this

time with Fernando (Lena was booked on another
course) - I have to say this was the best training and

diving l've ever done * every dive (and there were
nine of them) were in full on pen sites, with

" ,.. ,,*, multiple jumps and T's - long swims and
amazing scenery - the caves are just

beautifu l.

I think my favourite would be the
Room of Iears at Carwash - this was
on day 3 of my course and a stun-
ningly beautiful place, with lots of
jumps and restrictions - it was after
this dive that I knew l'd done the

i{

right thing in undertaking this
course.

The course was completed with
the setup and circuit dives in Temple

of Doom - thanks to Fernando I now
am confident in reading the maps and

planning and executing dives I would
never have thought possible. We spent the

next four days with me guiding Geoff through
drove north to Coba and Chichen ltza to visit the the dives l'd done and exploring some other sites
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willr llrc hclp of Tito our trusty chauffeur & guide.

orrr Mexican adventure finished with a real buzz - we
rlrrl ,r photo shoot dive with Steve Gerard (author of
( r'nolcs of the Riveria Maya) and it was just awesome -
tlrr,,,ilc was the Grand Cenote and we dived the Cuzan

N,rlr loop -' stunningly beautiful and so much fun - if
yorr ,rro t;oinq there try to organize to dive with Steve -
Irr,',, ,r ttn'at guide and the photos are stunning.

Wt wcre very sad to say goodbye to our new family
,rt Vill,r DcRosa's * everyone was so hospitable and the
ftrotl is irmazing - especially the Guacamole.

Arrr.ss lo the dive sites we visited was good - steps

rlowrr irrlo the water, the only place that required a lad-
rlr,r rlirnb out was Temple of Doom - for 100 pesos

(,rlxlrt $10) Philipe, one of the local lads canied my
r;r,,rr lrorrr lhe car to the cave, down the ladder and into
tlrr,w,rlr'[ when l'd finished, he came back, put on my

r;r,,rr, rlirrrbcd the ladder and brought it back to the
r,tl ...

Mo,,l ol llxr rlive sites have change rooms, toilets and
pL,rrly ol r;r',rring up tables.

(tll to I lorirla we flew from Cancun to Miami and to
l,rr k,,orrvilL', sl;rycd close to the airport that night and

tlrr,rr rrr our hin' car drove to Cave Excursions (Bill

l(r,rrrr,rkr,r',,) rirllrl lxrside Peacock Springs.

l'rl urrl,rnrzlrl lrr rlo a Trimix course while in Florida -
rrry h,v',ly rl,,lnr( lor Dirn Patterson came to our Trailer
(lrllrrlr, lrurrrr,) wlr('r{, w(, did a bit of theory before head-

Irrr; rrll tn l\,,rrork lor rrry first dive.... And what a

r livl
llrlrrrl rl,rrI' r yltrrrl't',, wi' lwirm about 1300 feet into

l'r,,rr lr l, lll lrr,lntr,;tttrtpittt; rkrwnards into Hendley's

t,r.,llr, l[,llllill rrrr il[,1il',, Wh,ll an inkoduction.,...
Nlrt rlay wr wrrr, vr,ry grrivik'rlqod to be taken to

I ,rrllrr Nl',1 wr, rltrrvr, kr ( ty,,l,tl llivor (Manatee coun-
try) ,rrrrl h,lt rrrrr r,rr wlrtL' l),rtt rltrrvt' tts ahottt 45 min-
rllr lllr llrl hrtr",l llrl rutl,trr l,rkr,,rl [,rg;les Nest is

,r lrll lll-r, ,rl l'lrr,rrrnir' l'rrrrl', yrrtt swittt rlul into the

rrrIhllr,rrrrl llrr,tr rh,',r,,nrl lu llrl r,rvl lttlt,ttttr' -a bit
lllr, llrr, r,trlt,rtrl, ll llrr,',lr,rll, lrrtl llrr'',lr,rll is ttnder

water - the shaft is about
10 metres in length *
room for 3-4 divers in
there whilst deco'ing.. and
then it opens up much like

the shaft, (bottom of shaft
about 20m deep) with a
mound in the middle and

it drops away to 60+
metres quite quickly.

We did two dives here -
in opposite directions
from the mound and they
were quite different.

Access to the site is via

carpeted steps down into the water - lines in place to

attach your stages and plenty of lines in the 6m range to

clip off your deco cylinders.

Diving at Eagles Nest was definitely worth the big

drive and I believe we were quite priviledged to be taken

there - Dan seemed to make it his mission to ensure we

were treated like VIP's in Florida.

Off to cinnie Springs - to experience the joy of
pulling yourself along the rocks against the flow at

Devils Eye - apart from the bleeding finger tips, it was a

lovely dive. Ginnie is an amazing place - there were

more cave divers there on one Saturday afternoon, than

l've ever seen in Mt. Gambier...
Undertaking the Trimix course with Dan, who is also

an NACD Cave instructor was great - he helped to fine

tune some of what' l'd learnt in Mexico - which was a

bonus.

Getting around Florida was easy, l'd been given

copies of quite a few maps before we lett 02, and the

locals and other divers helped us out with directions,

loans of maps and gear to make it easy.

Geoff and I explored Little River; Peacock I and

0range Grove over the next few days and definitely wili
be back, we'll wait a while so we can take our O2ptima's

and plan the traverse between Peacock I and

Orange Grove.

Little River is amazing, looks like a small

laqoon on the side of the Suwanee River - the
entrance to the cave is just in front of the steps,

arrd wow... not much flow so pretty easy swim,
but wo both surfaced and said "Next time we
want our Brt,athers".

Orangc Grove is gorgeous - it has a deep sec-

tion callid Lower Orange Grove, a wonderful
cavo thal connects through to Peacock I and a

stunning cavern area. All situated in the Peacock

Springs state park, it's really beautiful with all the
trees, picnic area.....

The Gear up benches, Carpeted steps into the
water, changes rooms, toilets... all make it very
easy to go diving.

Want fills, you don't even need to take your

cylinders out of the car, back up to the air fill sta-
tion at Cave Excursions and they have 20' long fill
whips that reach out to your car. Trimix and

Nitrox is on tap.
I did 35 dives while we were away and feel I

have hardly had a glimpse - there are just so

many cave systems to be explored.
What do you need for a trip like this, turn the

page for a full listl

f {*'r l;: \*-/ -.1 
' :. ffi&ffi*ffi

v-5000 HID
4AH NiMH batteries,

l0watt fixed focus beam
lnternational charger

Contact: John Vanderleest

ifv@tpg.com.au 041 9 775 77 1
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Blue Lake Sediment and Research Dives, tebruary/March'08. Photos Richard'Harry'Harris

What do you need:

Mexico:
. Jump reels with at least

35-40 metres o{ line Main ree

with about 100 m of line
. A guide to help you find the

start of the cave * eg.

ln Dos 0jos - we swam for
about 20 minutes before we
got to the start of the cave lin'

Florida:
. A hire car to get around
. A rebreather would be good

for those long swims.

. More timel

httt [qt thdr lbo *rploritg thiu
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K' GUIDEI.INES GAIIERY -

Thanks very much Ag, Bear and Daehag
for prrtting up with modeling for me on my
rcccnt trip to Florida. Dean Chaimberlain.

Photographed by Martina Fuchsberger in

Engelbrechts over the Christmas Holidays.
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GUIDEI.INES GALI.ERY -

l'lrolos: Matthew Skinner (Pines on CCR).
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Irorrr Krlstlys,
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Cave Diving
Articles
and 0pinions
A Oonrprehensive Guide to Cave

l)rving & Exploration.

Written and edited by some ol the top cave divers in the world, Cave
Diving - Articles and Opinions is an invaluable resource for twenty-lirst

century technical divers. Sharing the thirty-year wisdom of dozens ol the

sporl's pioneers and practitioners, this book covers everything from basic
equipment to advanced cave exploration.

Pioneering cave explorer Jill Heinerth combines a mastery of undenrvater

technology with a formal Fine Arts education to produce artistic documen-
tation ol the natural environment above, below and inside our fragile plan-

el. Co-editor Bill Oigarden brings a Iifetime of experience, from the early
roots of cave diving education lo more recent work in his doctoral pro-

gram, researching novelty-seeking, sensalion-seeking, risk-taking behav-
lours and personality development. Together they have assembled an

unparalleled team of expert contributors who share their wisdom about the

sport of cave diving today and into the future.

To order this book, please use the order form in guidelines or order from
the online store via the web page.

CT}AA T'II(}DTJCTS
Vertical $45
A Tcchnical Manual for Cavers. By Alan Warild

Vcrliral is about the'last great challenge'-the deep cave, or more precisely, how
Io r;ct down it and out again. lt is a definitive guide to vertical cave exploration
lr.r lrnitlues. lt is for anyone who uses ropes to explore caves. lt describes deep cave
r,xplor.rtion methods, emphasising the importance of efficient caving and through-
otrl lr.rs strong underlying themes of safety, conservation and documentation.

( .rvr. Diving Article & Opinions $70. Edited by Jill Heinerth & Bill Oigarden
/\ ( ornlrrolrt.rrsive Guide to Cave Diving and Exploration
1.,., ,'.,t.., llrttzacott's book review and the Product of the Month description for more details.

NI W ! AI)IT 5 CONTRAST TEE!
',rylr.,lrly I ul / ,,1(,('v(. rontrast tee in grey with navy sleeves. Sizes 8, 10, 12 & 14.$25

{ (}MIN(! \()ON! I slrirtr with photo and map images. A new range of T-shirts will
1,,',rv.rrl,rlrl,..,(,{)nvr.rllrt'onlinestore. ThesewillfeaturetheCDAAlogoonthefront
.rrr,l,r v,rrr.ly ol rrrr,rr;r.s orr lltc back. Photos by Richard ('Harry') Harrls and Design
lry',ltt,rt I [VIr ( rrr'(l()t

!ny,'l t1r,..,,.(l)nn l)rodrrcts.pleasevisittheonlinestoreorcompletethemail
l-un in (,ur(h'lrru.",. ll,r;lpy Diving, Tara Parkinson, CDAA Products Officer.

MAIr il .t01t.) I'A(,t 4t,

Caue [iuin$

NEW BOOKS!

L0caii0n Pholoqnphyr 00rrt Ail)her0
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systems, to view the mystery oi a shipwreck, or to

of a coral reef, our equiprnent will take you there with'

That's a promise.

Ml Anyx Mask
Visibility is the most inrpoftant aspect of any
dive. The Ml lnyx Mask raises the bar for
optical quality and distoniort frce vision.

. Frameless Silicon Mask

. St. Gobain Glass Ultra Clear Lens

, Stainless Steel Buckles - Black 1xide

. Wide Vision and Low Volume

F-If,R PI?CIOUCT trATALSGUE &

Fl Fin

Power without compromise, the Hollis Fl blenrls
graceful movement, power and bulletproaf
constrLtction.

, High grade, heavy duty rubber constructiln
. Spring heel straps with easy-grip heel tab and
adjustable settings for fine tuned fit

, Generous faot pocket with three sizes: R6, XL,

XXL
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