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spacious living area are ideal for divers or cave diving courses. 300 b

Pine Tank Dive Lodge is close to the Glencoe General Store for all
post office, EFTPOS and store item needs. i k

MT GAMBIER 25km

SPRINGS ROAD 5km

GLENCOE SMELT ROAD
GLENCOE
STORI

pine TANK Dive Lonee [ |

LAKE EDWARD ROAD

Phone 0887394020
Mobile 0438 833103

Email stay@ptdivelodg

Hi All

Plenty of news in this issue with good reports, calls for the AGM, notice of the symposium. Hope you
enjoy the reading in these cold Winter months. | read over my last editorial about the Vic bushfires
and it seems surreal now watching Kinglake covered in a blanket of snow!

Oztek was another successful venture for us with good exposure as well as sales of our products
including posters. Thanks to those photographers or contributed their work and a big thanks to Tara
our products officer for bringing the products up and running the stand. It gave me a chance to go
see a few more talks this time. | was impressed with the overseas speakers especially Jill H but | have
to say the Aussie speakers especially our CDAA members such as Ag (scary stuffl), Steve and Craig
did us proud. Congratulations on the awards and congrats to the photography winners such as Neil,
Dean and Mick.

Thanks to the continuing support of our advertisers and welcome to a new advertiser who does dry-
suit repairs, very handy for us cave divers.

Geoff and | just came back from a luxury Truk Lagoon trip led by Jane Bowman. Was fantastic diving
and we were thoroughly spoiled. Will be hard heading back to the cold water of the caves.

The AGM symposium looks better than ever if that is possible. Once again Steve has pulled out all
stops to get us some varied and excellent speakers.

Membership renewals are now due if you are only paid up for the year. You can use the membership
form in this issue or download off the web but even better is have a go at using our new ON LINE
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL at www.cavedivers.com.au. Thanks to Jason and Tony for setting this us.

Next issue of Guidelines will be my last so | hope to go out with a bang and
expect lots of good articles and photos. Thanks everyone.

Terri Allen, Publications and Records Director,
Email: publications@cavedivers.com.au

( ~ARTICLES FOR GUIDELINES~ i

« Send articles & photos via post, or preferably by email to:
Terri Allen, PO Box 6492, Melbourne 8008.

« Email to publications @cavedivers.com.au and seapics@alphalink.com.au

 Text files should be saved as Word files and pictures as separate jped files.
If mailing please send pics and text on CD.

« Pictures saved from digital camera or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 ppi
at 15cm wide, RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's, or Tiffs if mailing. /
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John Vanderleest
and Linda Claridge

e e il

Jill Heinerth from North Florida USA, recently visited Mount Gambier after a
very informative and interesting series of presentations at Oztek in Sydney.
Jill gave some great presentations on Diving the Iceberg Caves
of the Antarctic, Making movies in caves and also conducted a workshop on
Photography in Challenging environments.

She has just released a new book written in conjunction with Bill Oigarden
and reviewed recently in Guidelines — Cave Diving, Articles and Opinions,
A Comprehensive Guide To Cave Diving and Exploration.

Jill's many accomplishments also include documentary writing, producing and filming,
she has significantly contributed to the Wakulla 2 project using a Cis-Lunar rebreather
and digital mapping technology. She also regularly contributes to many international
magazines and websites. A renowned photographer (she is an Adobe Photoshop
expert) and author as well as a leading Cave, Technical and Rebreather Instructor, she
and her husband Robert Mc Clellan were hosted by John Vanderleest on a relaxing
few days to SA.

Jill enjoyed a weekend of diving at Tank Cave, taking many photos of different areas
of the cave. She enjoyed a dive in Pines and finished off the trip with a dip in The
Shaft likening it to the Floridian dive site the Eagles Nest. Whilst Jill dived, Robert was
shown the local area through to Portland by Noel Dillon.

More of lills amazing photos can be viewed at www.IntoThePlanet.com
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John Vanderleest
- Pines

V-5000

4AH NiMH batteries,
10watt fixed focus beam
International charger

Contact: John Vanderleest
jfv@tpg.com.au 0419775771

ALLENDALE EAST |

GENERAL STORE.
Open 7 Days
7am till Late!

Clean Divers Air

FREE Tea and Coffee while you wait!
CDAA Members Discount!

Great Take-away Food
and General Supplies!
50-52 Bay Road, Allendale East
Phone: (08) 8738 7274

John, Sharon and Erica.
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by Pippa Waterworth

Driving back from doing our cave course in Mount Gambier we were already
discussing a trip to the Nullarbor. Certainly it has none of the luxuries of the Mount
but it is only 13 hours drive and so can be done as a ‘weekender’.

Some months later, Dene and | were in  fashion on the other side. We were aware that
lunbury, picking up Pete, our dive buddy, ready  if we over breathed our regulators we couldn't
{or our second trip into the Nullarbor. We drove  sit down to catch our breath so we had to be
through the night and arrived at pretty certain we could make it before
Norseman, on the edge of the attempting the trip. We decidec
desert, around 10am.  After to give it a go the next day.
Sl more driving we finally was hoping to be able t
artived at Cocklebiddy at make the crossing unas
A t0pim and made a sisted but though
fecce in the cave to through what migh
happen and tried tc

the water's edge.

[he next day we imagine mysel
were up early and dealing with the
had  our geat consequences 0
l[oaded in by over exertion i
I Lo, 1eady Lo : i
il | ‘ Mosilno B o that harsh envi
A a day o down to the ronment .

LAV chiving water The next day
fannmy Cirabiam's we swam back

e o it cham through the firsl
sump, which is
very pretty with
interesting rock for

mations. Peter

entered the air space
first, as he would walk
up the slope for a look

As we entered the little lake

of the air  chamber,  We

unclipped our stage cylinders ftc
reduce our weight. Dene and | waited whil
ot We coulid see a steop hill and assumed it Pete lifted himself out of the water, with hi
regulator in place, and headed up the ver

Bt thiat separates
thies Howadled section
it balves Opy the
st day we wenl 1o
il ol charber and
ot roght dine unned
Godnig oo the pock pile
il mites thie ather parl ol
[ARTRR R e ap showed the
fock pile o e gaite Tong, maybe
SO o o bt e thooght i chidn’t look that

wenl steeply down o the water inoa similar
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steep rock face. A few minutes later he was
back, panting hard. It was obvious that the
exertion and the effects of the carbon dioxide
rich environment had made it a much harder
task than we had imagined. Quickly we decid-
ed to leave the traverse to another trip. Pete lay
in the water breathing off his regulator until his
breathing and metabolism came under control.
| was next in line and could see Peter was
struggling. My mind flicked through the sce-
narios of what might happen next. It certainly
brought home the reality of the ever present
danger of being some distance from an easily
breathable air source. We weren't carry Oxy-
gen, the conditions didn’t warrant that sort of
caution but this meant that if Pete couldn’t get
his CO2 levels under control there wasn't a
great deal | could do to help. Afterwards, the
event made me think about how | react under
pressure and why we do things that can be life

threatening. It wasn't a severe situation but it
does make you think, and hope that the hours
spent in the Swan River, practising drills and
emergency procedures will be enough for that
time when things go wrong.

Once Pete was Ok, we swam back into the
first chamber and explored things a bit more. |
tied-off to the main line and we practised a
jump to the Keyhole line. We went through the
keyhole for a second time with me in the lead,
as Pete reckoned the lead position was awe-
some. He was right; it was a buzz; swimming
through the narrow opening that was only just
wide enough for our twins and seeing it stretch
out in front with no one to block the view (| am
sure it won't seem as awesome when | have
experienced more than three caves but for now
it was great.) We returned to the main line but
not before a quick look at the entrance to the
deep room, and then it was back to the pool
and the mouth of the dive. As we got out we
talked about the next dive; it was decided that
Dene and Pete would go into the deep room
and | would sit on the water’s edge and enjoy
the surrounding.
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“Cige e they surtaced, we packed up our gear
il disctssed the nexd tiip, while making the
dpvellingg trek back 1o the real world. We decid-
el e bl try side mounted 40ccft cylinders
far thie nest attempt across the rock pile and
thial traybie it was time for a wet mate-able
it bimend Tar my heated vest.| feel the cold
vty badly and it s made worse by having a cir-
culation disorder which means my hands and
feet go numb. | wouldn’t be cave diving if it
wasih'tlor my husband finding the best heated
vest on the market. Let me add that my second
st plece of equipment is my dry gloves -

Awesome. Sure, they make the line work hard-
@i but no more than being unable to feel your
Hands or distinguish the cord. | wouldn't be
tiving without the vest and the dry gloves.

C ave diving can be physically challenging; | try
6 comibat this by a fitness regime of swim-
ming, running and going to the gym, when
possible, However, this never really makes up

Pate and Dene
thinking we
need more gear.

o .

g
_mgether at the
‘water 's.edge.

for genetics, and | am forced to find other wa
round the extreme physical strain that can
part of cave diving in the Nullarbor. The short
length of our trips help, as it prevents ftl
exhaustion created by many days of diving
also only do 1 dive on the second day, so th
| have the energy to pull my weight as we i
the gear to the surface. Even with this conce
sion, by the time we are done | find | ar
exhausted beyond anything | usually feel.

| love a challenge, especially if it leaves m
with aching muscles and dog tired. Goo
thing, because diving Tommy Graham’s wa
exhausting. The sure thing is; we will be bac|
but not until next year, as we have Murra an
Weebubbie to visit next and Cocklebiddy
return to before it is time for a second shot a
the inner chamber of Tommy Graham’. Wi
may not be breaking untrodden ground ¢
even doing hard core dives but we are having
heaps of fun and plan to do it as often as ou
life styles permit.

i
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- CDAA AGM Members’ Symposium -

caploration in Mot

Commencing 1pm on Saturday October 24th 2009

Followed by an

We hope to see as many members as possible to
attend this year’s exciting CDAA conference. We are
privileged to have secured the attendance of several
extraordinary speakers;

Casey McKinlay:

Casey McKinlay is a renowned aquatic explorer with
more than 20 years of active research and discovery
experience. Casey is currently responsible for direct-
ing operations for the Woodville Karst Plain Project
(WKPP) which is the most active and successful cave
diving exploratory project in the world with more
than one hundred members. The WKPP recently
received a Resolution from Florida Governor Crist and
the Florida Cabinet recognizing the project's 20 year
contribution towards underwater cave exploration
and its work to protect Wakulla Springs. Casey and his
diving partner Jarrod Jablonski hold several cave div-
ing world records including the longest exploration
dive into a flooded cave system at more than 5 miles
requiring more than 28 hours underwater. Casey
serves on the GUE Board of Directors, is a fellow of
the Explorers Club and serves as an advisor to the
Wakulla Springs Water Quality Working Group and
Unit Management Planning Committee, promoting
responsible use, study and protection relevant to
water quality issues affecting Florida Springs. Casey
along with Global Underwater Explorers recently
completed 2 cave diving expeditions to mainland
China at the invitation of the Chinese government
and a third trip is currently planned for December,
2009.

by Steve Trewavas

annual dinner with a further presentation and film evening with Casey McKinlay,

Expertise: - Exploration, support, video, survey,
decompression, rebreather and mixed gas logistics
Extreme exposure exploration, planning and logistics
5-13 hours at 300ft/90m, 10-16 hours decompression,
15-30 hour run times. Casey’s current position is Vice
President and Chief Operating Officer for Halcyon
Manufacturing. His duties include directing daily
operations and strategic planning for domestic and
worldwide product distribution.

Alan Warild:

Alan began caving at Wee Jasper in the NSW
Southern Highlands in 1968, while he was still at
school. He took to it right away. Alan had soon
explored all the more challenging caves on the main-
land and began exploring further afield, first to
Tasmania with its deeper and more challenging caves,
then on to New Zealand.

In 1976/7 Alan participated on his first trip to Mexico.
Since then he has been exploring deep caves the
world over and is Australia’s most accomplished verti-
cal caver. Alan has led Australian expeditions to
Mexico from the mid-eighties to mid-nineties that cul-
minated in passing the -1000 m deep 'landmark’
depth for deep caves. In between these momentous
expeditions, Alan spent summer caving seasons in
Europe doing sporting descents - many of them solo
including at the time, the World's deepest cave
(Gouffre Jean-Bernard in France -1535 m).

In 1998 Alan took part in the expedition that
explored the first -1000 m deep cave in the Southern
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Hemispihers, Murulk Cave in Papua New Guinea. In
003 Alan asslsted Russian cavers in exploring the lat-
el Wapld's deepest cave: Voronia Cave in Abkhazia.
In 2004 in what Alan describes as a “lowest point” in
his decorated career, he was one of the two people
explaring at the bottom of the cave at over -1800 m.
A yeai later Voronla passed -2000 m and of course
Alan was back exploring that too.

Hucently Alan has returned to the Mexican caves dis-
covering and exploring two new caves below -1000 m
teap, He s still chasing the magically 2000m mark in
Mexico and even though he has not yet got close, per-
haps one day he will.

John Webb:

John is an Associate Professor at Latrobe University
(Vic) where he is head of Environmental Geoscience.

* Air Fills ¢ Scuba Sales & Service ¢ Nitrox Fills ;

He obtained his Honours (with a University Meda
and PhD degrees in earth sciences at Queenslar
University. John's interests are now centred on env
ronmental geoscience, particularly aspects of groun
water contamination. John taught at Melbourr
University Geology Department for 5 years befor
moving to La Trobe University in 1985. John has mor
than 100 publications to his name. He current
teaches the following units at Latrobe;

» Water geochemistry

* Land contamination

* Hydrogeology

* Hydrology

¢ Landscape and climate change

¢ Regolith

* Remote sensing

* Geograpical Information Systems

John will talk on the geology and hydrology of Mout
Gambier. An entertaining and topical talk not to b
missed!

So remember, Saturday October 24th 200¢
commencing at 1pm.

* Minor Repairs * Scuba Cylinder Testing
toimixfandihighipressurel0s)

Guaranteed o'night Air/Nitrox fills... drop off before 9pm... filled by 7am next morning! A

All enquiries
Darren Walters - 0408 845 511

Email: dwalters@seol.net.au

Lot 7, Cafpirco Rd, Compton (via Mt. Gambier)
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambler West, S.A. 5291
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CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA Inc.

NOTICE OF 2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS AND YOTING FOR MEMBER MOTIONS

AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

This notice is issued pursuant to Clause 32 of the Constitution and serves to advise members that the
Annual General Meeting of the Cave Divers Association of Australia Inc. will be held on Saturday
October 24, 2009 at the Barn Palais Conference room, Mt Gambier, SA. The Annual General Meeting
will commence at 6:00pm and will conclude no later than 7:00pm.

This notice also serves to call for:
*Nominations for National Director, Site Director and Publications and Records Director
*Member motions
*Amendments to the Constitution

The Returning Officer must receive nominations for the Directorate positions no later than the close
of business Friday August 14, 2009.
Mail to: Returning Officer
PO Box 7592,
St Kilda Rd VIC 8004

The Business Director must receive member motions and proposals for amendments to the
Constitution no later than close of business Friday August 14, 2009. Items received after this date will
not be accepted nor will any extensions to this date be granted.
Mail to: Business Director
3 Harris Cres,
Glen Waverley VIC 3150

Members intending to nominate for an Office Bearer position must be eligible, paid up members of the
Association as defined in the Constitution. Nominations should be accompanied by a précis not
exceeding two hundred and fifty [250] words detailing sRills, experience and achievements relevant to
the duties and responsibilities of the nominated position. The responsibilities of Office Bearers are
contained in the Constitution of the Association. Nominations must be in writing and be signed by the
nominee, the proposer and the seconder all of whom must be eligible, paid up members of the
Association. The polling date close for the election (if required) is Monday October 19, 2009.

The election of Office Bearers and voting on amendments to the Constitution will be conducted entire-
Iy by postal ballot.

If you wish to vote you must be an eligible, paid up member of the Association and you must only use
the ballot papers to be provided in the next issue of Guidelines (#109) or by special mail out.

The ballot papers must reach the Returning Officer (Geoff Chambers #3484) no later than close of busi-
ness, Monday October 19, 2009. Detailed voting information will be provided with the ballot papers.
Questions may be directed to the Returning Officer c/o.

Helen Higgins, Business Director
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ONE FOR THE GIRLS!

by Tara Parkinson

o Bave all heard the jokes and stories either over the
dinter tablo or at a dive site, We have seen the pranks the
iy play an each other with catheters and we have all
Beard the term "Plumb Up”. Well as the old saying goes “If
yuitt can't beat them join them”. No longer do we have to

ity abiout dehydration or trying to find a private place to
(R Walcome 1o the age of the She-P!

fack in mid 2005 the inventors of the She-P, Heleen
Giaauw & Sander Jansson from the Netherlands, started
thiir two year long process of developing the She-P. After

imitich trial and error the She-P has evolved from the original
[t design 1o the new “Blue” limited edition She-P now
wallable

[he SheP has been described as looking a bit like a
Angray and is made from soft silicone. Featuring a reser-
vair with output tube and fitted with a quick release con-

nector that connects to your standard pee valve hose. It h:
flexible wings that adhere to the skin with medical adhesi\
designed for prosthetic devices. After a few applications th

She-P takes approximately 5 minutes to apply and is com

fortable enough to wear all day. Once the She-P is fitte
correctly, climbing in
and out of dive sites
or travelling in your
car will not dislodge
the She-P. The quick
release  connector
makes it very easy to
get in and out of your
dry suit in between
dives, without remov- :
ing your She-P. The She-P is easily removed by simply peel

SITE l)lm

JUNE 2009.

It has been a very busy time during the last 3 months with
D1 Harry and myself being appointed as our cave safety and
tesciie representatives to the ASF. Dr Harry will be attending
a tonference in New Zealand this August on our behalf.

[ would like to thank Stuart Mc Gregor for his tireless work
in the mapping and research role which he has just vacated.
| would like to call for volunteers for this position so if you
interestod please contact me.

| would also like to set up the new position of Science offi-
cor to help us document the critters and formations found
I Ol caves

Ihe Site Sub Committee has been very helpful in making
stiguestions towards our goals, We hope to be starting some
Jirajects and site upgrades shortly in line with these sugges-
Hiony

Wes ate shill getting too many people booking sites to dive
andl it funing up. With the sites that require advance
Biosakinggs yon st notily the access co- coordinators or per-

s 50 the site can be 1e booked again if possible. There
hias b some minor infractions regarding divers not stick-
i 1o the access agresients, tumning up late on site, allow-
g dnanthorised people onto sensitive sites, This jeopardis-

ICTOR'S RE

es our access to sites and is not to be tole 3
The long running Black Hole mapping project is back on the
horizon with the initial weekend run a few weeks ‘ago.
Many thanks to those who have assisted so far and we hope
to have a map available soon. More weekends wnll be need-
ed to complete this project.
There have been a few changes to Sites since the Iast guide-
lines so here they are. With the lowering water table the
water depth in Hann's Cave has dropped to below a meter
so this site has been closed for diving as it is not possible to
dive. Black Hole and 10 80 have now been dual rated. They
now have a Cave and Sinkhole rating. We do have a need
for some guides. If you're interested please contact me.
Dept for Environment and Heritage price increases are now
occurring st April each year instead of 1 July. The new fees
for Piccaninnie Ponds are $26 for a sin- [ ‘
gle dive and $60 for an Annual Permit.
The Annual permit commences from
the date the fee is paid and expires
30th June. Remember access is a privi-
lege, not a right.

Safe vamg, Rob.
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ing the She-P off at a 90 degree angle and combined with
the citrus oil base wipes to remove any glue residue. The
She-P is reusable for approximately 150 dives and compared
to the mail catheter version works out cheaper per dive.

Maintenance of your She-P is very simple. After each dive
clean your She-P with the Alkare wipes or an acetone base
product to remove any residual glue. After cleaning your
She-P disinfect both your She-P and pee valve and you are
done.

The She-P web site has an excellent FAQ page with all the
information required for application and where you can pur-
chase your She-P here in Australia. There is also lots of pho-
tos and feedback from happy She-P divers.

| have had complete success with no leaks on any of my
dives and wouldn't leave home without it. All I can say is
every girl must have one!

Happy She-P diving. Tara.

1x Bauer Utilus I'3’ 5 cfm,
$4,000.00

1 x Bauer Capitano / 5 cfm
Built 1983 $4,500.00

| have modified a number of Bauer Junior
compressors, the Petrol motor and Electric motors
can be changed over for home use in 2 minutes!

» Clean Air Servicing

« Scuba High Pressure Compressor
Repairs & Maintenance

« Bauer -Trained service Mechanic
Certificate No. 121206/58
Contact; Peter Cronin (Seaford, VIC)

CLEAN AIR SERVICING
0409 009 149 or 03 9776 9249

ernjoy your stay at

Just a Bed Lodge

« 6 individual bedrooms, 4 with two single beds and 2 with a double bunk and a single bed.

¢ Each bed is supplied with mattress cover sheet, pillow, doona & blanket.
Please provide your own linen or linen is available for a small additional cost.

« Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing for a secure area for personal effects.

o Keys will access the front sliding door and your individual bedroom only.

Rates from $30 pp per night!

» Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigerator, two microwaves,
crockery and cutlery, toaster & kettle), kitchen table, lounge area, TV & DVD/video.

» 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom with instant hot water shower & vanity.

« Barbeque, seating area and provisions for drying of diving equipment if required.

Clean air fills, Nitrox and Trimix is available from Blue Lake Diving nightly.

Contact Suzanne anytime on 0427 884 729.
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NATIONAL DIRECTORS REPOR!

IUNE 2000

Trying to keep a low profile is not easy but that is what
I have endeavoured to do over the past few months. | felt
it was In the best interests of the Association, for me to
take a back seal, so that other Directors could take the
relns and therefore take responsibility.

Hopefully the members have been happy with the
input -from Steve Trewavas, Helen Higgins and Rob
ftrennan in their roles as Directors. Terri Allen the
Publications and Records Director is stepping down this
year after serving the Association in different capacities as
Records Officer, Products Officer and as a Director for the
last & years, The Association owes her a huge thank you
for the work she has done. Terri will continue as a CDAA
Instructor so I'm sure you will see her at different sites.

Iwo years ago at the CDAA AGM | was asked if a sys-
tem or plan had been put in place to replace myself and
other Directors, basically a mentoring program. This sys-
tem was put in place and members with intentions were
sought. At last years AGM | was asked the same question,
which | confirmed and even asked who | had in mind, |
could not answer that question at the time because ! did
not have the member’s permission to divulge their inten-
tions, As there is a call for nominations in this issue of
Guldelines, it is time | let everyone know who | have been
working with to fill the vacancies.

Steve Trewavas has done an outstanding job as the
Standards Director. | know you will all agree. Steve has
been working very closely with me and I recommend him
for the position of National Director. Steve’s dedication
and loyalty to the Association is without question, his
Iideas a breath of fresh air and he has demonstrated polit-
ical savwy when dealing with factions. The transition
hetween Directorates will be smooth and easy because of
alr working relationship, Anyone who has been elected
will tell yau just how hard it is to inherit a role, without
infarmation passed on, as happens in some cases. For the
pusition of Publications and Records | think Jason
Caldwell s the best choite as he works closely with Terri
the Director and 1t is almost a natural progression from
Records Officer (which he now holds) to Director, This was
how Terrl came (nto her Directorate, lan Taylor has
expressed interest in becoming Standards Director should

Steve stand for National Director providing work commi
ments alfow it. Rob Lee has also approached me abo!
this position and feel that he could fill Steve’s shoes if
was necessary.

In my position | am required to sit on man
Committees formed by the Association and | have bees
keeping a close eye on the different ones that have bee
set up. Although my input may not be much, I have trie
to pass on my knowledge regarding the history of th
CDAA and political stances that have been made in th
past in regards to the running of the Association and
course my opinions. Although a repeat of previous mis
takes may not work out the same, it’s best to be aware (
the pitfalls. We currently have a lot of money in the ban|
this should be invested wisely to maximise our returr
thereby allowing the Association to keep fees down. Th
Finance Committee will present their ideas to th
Directorate for approval, then there will be a vote by th
Directors on the points raised as to whether they ar
accepted or not. Input from members would be wel
comed, whether you are on the Committee or not. Th
Constitution Committee is meeting face to face shortly, t
nut out a few ideas after their email correspondence wa
stopped. The Alignment Committee | know has hashe
out some ideas and these are being worked on now
What we have seen is that a lot of each Committees work
clashes or overlaps other Committees work, so this wil
have to be sorted out.

The web site members list has witnessed some nast)
posts so action has been taken against members, whe
have broken the standard, laid down by the Webmaste

and Directors. It has brought about the establishment of
another list that members can join and it only has notices
to members that can't be replied to. So, if you want to

keep up with what's happening, join this list now, nc
flaming, no silly comments, no g
time wasting in amongst the news.

Regards, Warrick McDonald,
CDAA National Director
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CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA Inc.
NOTICE OF SPECIAL RESOLUTION MEETING 2009

This notice is issued pursuant to Clause 3 (1) special resolution (b) of the Associations Incorporation
Act 1985 SA and serves to advise members that a Special Resolution Meeting of the Cave Divers
Association of Australia Inc. will be held on Saturday October 24, 2009 at the Barn Palais Conference
room, Mt Gambier, SA. The Special Resolution Meeting will commence at 5:45pm and will conclude
no later than 6:00pm.

This notice also serves to advise of the intention to propose the following resolution for voting from
the floor, at that meeting. The resolution will be passed at the meeting by a majority of not less
than three-quarters of such members of the Association as, being entitled to do so, vote in person
at the meeting.

No other business can be transacted at this meeting.

RESOLUTION
To replace Clause 36 (1) of the Constitution

36 (1) The Constitution of the Association can be amended by postal ballot with the results
announced at the Annual General Meeting.

with

36 (1) The Constitution of the Association can be amended by postal ballot with the results
announced at the Annual General Meeting. For an amendment to be passed, no less than 20% of
eligible, paid up members of the Association must vote with no less than 51% of votes received in
favour of the amendment.

DK Drysuit repairs and accessories

* Drysuit repairs = Quality repairs & components
* Weezle base layers and Weezle undersuits & accessories

24-hour turnaround for emergency repairs
for latex neck & wrist seals!
Standard repair time for latex neck seals wrists is 7 days.

. . . . DIY suppiie
Zip repairs font & back donning 7 day turn-around (glue

* Pocket & Pee valve fitting and repairs

* We supply custom made Otter suits neoprene or trilam in a cave cut
or off the rack sizes at great prices

* DUl Zipseals refitted with new seals, a big money saver.
* Viking drysuits at low cost
* Australia wide via AusPost

i ite
Further info on prices available on webs

Contact: Damien Grigg ~ Ph: 03 9327 9322
Mobile: 0432 277 917 ~ Email: Damien@drysuit.com.au

www.drysuit.com.au

Dependant on stock and suit
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| hiaves i number of items to alert you to this issue of
Gillldalines, The CDAA Regulations have again been
uptated so please take the time to familiarize yourself
with thaese, Amendments include a number of things
which will impact upon your diving;

I'he Shalt Trimix regulations have been added to
tha Shalt access bulletin, which formalize what is
faguired for Trimix diving at that site.

Ihe Tank Cave schedule has been revised again
and Rebreather access addressed. Please check
your guide for the weekend is RB trained as this is a
raguirement prior to any RB diving at a guided site as
par the Australian Standards. There has been recent
dabate about the use of Rebreather’s in Tank as early
as your first dive. 1 have amended the regulations to
include the ability of a Rebreather diver to carry
bailout from their first dive and so fix a slight loophole
lo permit this to occur.

Alter detailed debate on the email list | have for-
malized the need for Rebreather divers to undertake
15 hours minimum of non-overhead environment div-
Ing prior to taking a Rebreather inside a ‘cave! The
prarequisite time can be accumulated in a sinkhole or
cavern environment but is not restricted to freshwater
or CDAA sites. Once completed, cave and penetra-
lion diving is then permitted. This policy runs a fine
line between ignoring and over regulating Rebreather
diving. | appreciate the input from numerous people
during the setting of this policy and am open to further
feedback on this issue.

Wa now have a Diver Propulsion Vehicle (DPV) pol-
foy as woll, Concerns have been raised about the
amount of damage these units are capable of inflicting
on our cave environment and the dangers of inexperi-
onced usage, Belore entering an overhead environ-
ment a minimum of 10 hours on the unit is required.

aware that we have a policy on
this, which includes the promi-
nent marking of a bottle with
i's MOD. If this is not complied with, then technically
there is a breach of CDAA standards and penaltie
may then be relevant. In short your stage and decom
pression botiles must be marked so that both you anc
a dive buddy can determine what mix is in your cylir
der whilst conducting a dive. Dive Buddy’s should b
able to read a bottles MOD from 3 metres away. Thi
is a safety issue and is considered best practic
throughout the diving community.

Black Hole, Shaft and 1080 are now all dual rate
as sinkhole and cave dives. Exact definitions and lim
its can now be found in the CDAA Regulations an:
this issue of Guidelines. This will enable divers
obtain more cave rated dives towards level progres
sion within the CDAA. It also defines what were cel
tainly dives in excess of the sinkhole definitions in the
past.

| feel it is important to move the CDAA forward as
truly National Organisation and move out of our powe
base of Mt Gambier. To that end | am currently
addressing Interstate sites. In Brisbane for exampls
there are a number of deep quarry’s which we aim fc
have accredited towards level progression. This wil
enable Queensland divers to count dives in these
sites towards their cave course. By doing this in vari
ous regions | hope to encourage and expand our spor
in Australia. If anyone has some local sites including
dams, lakes or quarries that they think may give divers
experience at dives equal to sinkhole diving please
contact either myself or Rob Brennan (Site Director).

We are also looking at appointing a Science Officer
Please contact me for more details.

Lastly and unfortunately on a negative note, 2
members have been suspended for three months due
to diving beyond their training limits in the Nullarbor
caves. Please abide by your permits and stick to your
training levels.

Kind regards, Steve Trewavas

Iheae dives can also be conducted in a sinkhole or
oavein environment, Divers should be aware of and
practioed at emorgency procedures before entering a
cava of penatration level overhead, Please refer to the
policy for tull details

Another lasue (s our Slage tank marking. Please be
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Down To BUSINESS

This quarter has been very busy again with lots of
projects in the pipe works.

The five subcommittees were formed at the
beginning of April and each has been diligently
working towards preparing their respective reports.
Extensions have been granted for the subcommittees
with final reports due by the 3rd August with the
exception of the Constitution subcommittee which
has until later in the year. The final reports will form
vital information which will be used to write the
Business and Strategic Plan of the Association.

With the current state of the economy and through
preliminary budgeting that the Finance Subcommittee
have been working through, it has become apparent
that the Association cannot continue to make the sort
of profits that we have become used to seeing over
the past few years. We are currently looking at what
the ramifications are and what options we have in the
financial management of the Association. A signifi-
cant proportion of our profit has come from interest
on our savings. With the large drop in interest rates
we will see a significant drop in our profitability.

Our funds have now been transferred into two new
accounts in order to try and maximise our opportuni-
ties for interest.

In the last few months we have given members
back a huge amount of money in the form of reduc-
tion of fees. Membership fees have been dropped by
$10. This will cost the Association approximately
$8000 per annum. Endorsement fees have been
dropped. This will cost the Association $500-$1000
per annum. Also Tank Cave fees have been
restructured with the dropping of the renewal fee.

In the last 12 months numbers diving Tank Cave have
decreased which has meant a significant shortfall in
covering the lease fee. We hope the restructuring of
the fees will encourage more bookings and we have
started to see an increase. In order to cover the lease
based on current fees we need all the slots filled
which means 12 divers each fortnight. If we cannot
achieve these numbers we will be forced to put the
fees for Tank Cave up. So come on all you
Penetration divers, do your bit to keep the fees down
for all by booking out each weekend.

Over the last couple of months | have had meetings
with staff from Lady Nelson, Englebrecht’s Cave, the
Bellum and Millicent Council. We would like to raise
the profile of the CDAA in and around Mt Gambier

and to put something back into the communities
which support our sport. In the future we will also
look at areas outside of Mt Gambier such as the
Nullarbor. What | have been speaking about is
putting displays or updating existing displays at each
of these venues. You will see a call for photos in this
issue of Guidelines for us to use in these displays.
Spend the next few months challenging yourselves
for those extra special photos that could be selected
for permanent display and send me your thumbnails
to register your interest.

Finally, the AGM is fast approaching with only 4
months to go. This is a free event that is being run as
a service to members. There will be workshops in the
morning and Steve has lined up some excellent
speakers for the afternoon. The keynote speaker is
Casey McKinlay who is the project co-ordinator for
WKPP. Also speaking will be Al Warild, author of
Vertical and John Webb, Associate Professor of
Environmental Geoscience at Latrobe University.

This year we will be at a new venue, the Barn
Palais and for anyone that has ever had dinner at the
Barn you know how exceptional the food and service
is. We have negotiated a terrific 3 course meal for
only $40 per head. Our keynote speaker will also be
presenting over dinner. The dinner will need to be
pre-booked with me and payment deposited into the
CDAA account. No bookings will be taken after the
deadline. There will be more details in the next issue
of Guidelines. Accommodation is available at the
Barn and a discount will be offered to CDAA
members. Please note that this is a long weekend,
s0 book early to avoid disappointment.

Remember that along with the AGM announce-
ment is also the call for nominations for three Director
positions, National, Site & Publications and Records.
Take time to carefully consider these roles and
nominate for one of these if you think you have the
skills, time and commitment to make a difference.
The notice also serves to call for member motions
and Amendments to the Constitution. 3
Alternatively if you would like to -~ "
raise any concerns for the
Constitution Subcommittee to
consider, please send these to me |
by the 31st July. '

Regards, Helen Higgins.
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ﬁﬂ\liw lm LINE at cavedivers.com.au

CDAA NUMBER

GAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

(INCORPORATED IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA)

Membership Application Form

Mail to: Records Officer, PO Box 840, Beaconsfield VIC. 3807.

: Please
sbifnaime

email jpg

Given Names

or attach
Adddlress 1 photo
Plcode ___ Mobile:
Fhone: (h) ( ) Dateof Birth: ____ Gender:
(w) ( ) Email:
liv conaideration of me being accepted as a member of the Cave Divers Association of Australia Inc. (‘CDAR):

I Iagren to indamnity and keep indemnified the Association, its directors, officers, employees, agents and contractors against any liability, loss, expense,
tinages, olalme, suits, actions, demands, costs or proceedings whether arising out of statute or at common law in respect of personal injury (including ill-
Haas) ar death arfsing out of or in connection with or caused by any activity, function, event, dive, expedition, training or administrative task or obligation,
iieliding but not imited to equipment failure, damage of equipment during transportation, failure to check equipment adequately prior to entering the water,
iliyalont loss of squipment, lack of emergency, rescue or medical personnel or equipment at the site of an accident, loss of usable breathing gas, breathing
s taitamination, Incorrect measurement of oxygen concentration in breathing gas, incorrect measurement of gas fractions in breathing gas, running out of
Biaithilng gas, use of inappropriate breathing gas, mask flooding, becoming physically stuck underwater, collision with physical objects, line problems, includ
i line aitanglemant, cut line, losing the ling, line belay failure, line routing failure, lack of line junction, failure in line following, unexpected removal of line,
iatite finding failure, unrecognised destinations, visibility failure, including poor visibility, deterioration of visibility, physical or mental health problems (pre-
axinting or olherwise), including hypothermia, blocked sinus, unable to clear ears, respiratory illness, physical or mental impairment due to alcohol or other
tlistano, mental impairment due to narcosis caused by breathing gas, lack of diver fitness, sudden medical emergency, pulmonary barotrauma, fatigue, lack
af slaep, anfmal attack (above and below water), lack of food, dehydration, vomiting underwater, psychological disturbance as a result of being present when
Liliving aooidont or other related activity occurs, traumatic injury or acute medical condition, weather problems, including underground and underwater flood-

i, cave problems, Including falling natural and unnatural objects above or below water, physical changes in the cave whilst diving, strong currents, falling
whilst sntaiing or leaving the water (underwater or otherwise), falling underground whilst beyond a sump, air contamination in confined air spaces above
Wiiler, niirhy tise of explosives, procedural problems, including inadequate or incorrect pre-dive planning materials, failure to observe gas margins, failure to

intepet decompression tables correctly, inadequate understanding of decompression technigues, failure to observe correct decompression profile, failure to
alinsive coract assant or descent rates, lack of personal judgment of personal capabilities to execute a planned dive safely, communication failure between
tivers anderwater, confusion over the expected actions of other divers whilst underwater, public interference by a non-diver, failure to locate alternative breath
1 sapply ding swapping of breathing supply, obstruction of alternative breathing supply during swapping of breathing supply, loss of above ground com
it o lok of or unexpected loss of underground to surface communications.
 WARNING LINDERCTHE FAIR TRADING ACT 1999 (Vic). Under the provisions of the Fair Trading Act 1999, several conditions are implied into contracts for
e Sty of cartali goods and services, These conditions mean that the supplier named on this form is required to ensure that the recreational services it
SHPHIES 1o ol i
Fastiiderd With duie care and skill; and - As fit for the purpose for which they are commonly bought as it is reasonable to expect in the circumstances; and
BEasaiably it o any particdlar purpose or might reasonably be expected to achieve any result you have made known to the supplier. Under section 32N of
the Fair Tiaitivia Act 1004, tha supplior [ ontitled to ask you to agree that these conditions do not apply to you. If you sign this form, you will be agreeing that
A RIS B s e stpplior ander the Fair Trading Act 1999 if you are killed or injured because the services were not rendered with due care and skill or
sy wsis fat fsdsaiabily Bt far el parpose, are excluded, restricted or modified in the way set out in this form. NOTE: The change to your rights, as set out

Hhie i i il appily 1F yar doath or injury is due to gross negligence on the suppliers part. ‘Gross negligence’ is defined in the Fair Trading
(Hedreabivnial Seivicss) Hegulations 2004
11 Have teail and tideistand the Conatitution and Regulations of the CDAA and am in support thereof. | hereby apply for membership.
Signed: . Date:

Membership Renewal Instructions

1) Please print and fill out the Membership Application Form OR RENEW ON-LINE
2) Enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope

3) Include 1 Photograph and please write your name on the back
of the photos or email a good quality photo as a jpeg (3cm x 2 cm)
to records @cavedivers.com.au. Please do NOT staple to the form.

4) Enclose your payment. Save time, money and hassle, join for more
than one year, no limit!

5) If you wish to have Non Active membership pay $35/yr. You keep
your membership going, receive copies of Guidelines, but cannot
dive with such a membership and you do not receive a card so don’t
need a photo.

6) After August 31st any unpaid renewals will incur a $45 late fee.

7) Anyone wishing to add a Nitrox or Trimix Endorsement will need to
include a photocopy of their certification.

8) Memberships cannot be processed until everything is sent in.
9) Please send all questions by email only to records @cavedivers.com.au

Please tick applicable boxes

[ I wish to pay $80 Renewal Fee 2009/2010.

A I wish to pay $ being CDAA Membership for years

(1 1 wish to pay $35/yr for Non Active Membership (no diving) for 2009/2010.

0 I wish to pay $35/yr for Associate Membership (non diving) for 2009/2010.

Q I wish to pay $45/yr being for back fees (max 5 yrs)

1 wish to pay $45 being for late fee (Aug 31st onwards)

() TOTAL cheque / money order for the amount$

(1 | have electronically transfered $__ ondate __/ /09 to account:

Bank: NAB BSB = 085-070, Account No. 69-701-2377.
PLEASE INSERT CDAA No. in HEADING

Account Name - CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INC.

(1 Please charge to my credit card for the amount: $
(1 BANKCARD QO VISA 1 MASTERCARD

CreditCardNo | | [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [T T]T]]
Expiry Date: Signature:
Office use only: Database: Payment: Card:
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REBREATHER GAS MANAGEMENT
VERSUS THE RULE OF THIRDS

by John Della Zuanna #236

[he basic tene for gas management in cave diving, s
[ha Rule of Thirds”,
Of course This relies on careful predive consideration of
a number of factors which include:

¢ distance/depth/time of the dive

* the dive conditions, visibility, flow, restrictions

* diver & buddy breathing rafes

* aquipment and redundancy

* decompression obligations

Whilst the standard dive configuration assumes you dive
with al least one buddy, a prudent diver would assume the
worst case scenario of a buddy with a total gas failure with

a need fo share gas, or buddy separation and having fo
axil the cave from its furthest point, solo.

50, armed with all these factors, you apply The Rule of
[hirds (or 4ths efc) and line up your cylinders...

For the rebreather diver, all these factors still

apply... but, “The Rule of Thirds”?

When two rebreather divers pair up, each diver should
carty and/or stage their own gas and have enough fo exit
the cave from the furthest point without relying on any of
fhe |n|:|1|y/', gas.

Ganerally, the rebreather dive fime is based on the sys-
fom's consumables. These are:

usually 3-6 hrs. So, aim to sur-
face with al laast an hour of scrubber remaining.

# {he unit's scrubber time

¢ fha unit's batlery life - varies unurmous|y between units,

nat withstanding that all units can operate in @ “manual
ol

¢ {he avallable axygon ¥ 1‘\\“%", usage ()[ oxygen is

O Lis/min regardles
caleulated from the

approx 1,25 to 5 of depth thus easily

eylinder volume & pressure. With expe-

flance and uslng o 3 anboard OF ‘ylmrfu[( mine is

approx 20 BAR/hour. Adding a factor fo allow for an

(ncraase i Q7 consumplion al Himes ol exarlion or stress

during a dive, | multiply my O2
consumption by a factor of 1.5 &
and arrive at the 30 BAR/hour
to use in my calculations.
When planning a runtime, |
need fo exit the dive with af least B8
an hour of O2 sfill remaining,
hence 30 BAR {or rounded up to say 50 BAR).

* the available diluent — diluent is only used in the descent
phase of the dive to maintain loop volume. If the dive is
shallow, liffle gas is used. On dives where depth keeps
changing, more is used. At imes, the diver may want fo do
a “diluent flush” or mask clear and these actions will also
use diluent.

Diluent rules are harder to formulate because they vary
with different dive profiles, but you should turn the dive at
half + 30bar of your starting pressure.

So what happens when we lose the use of our
rebreather?

The rebreather has a number of operational modes, so
when there is a component failure there are options for the
diver fo go to before abandoning the unit. However, when
the rebreather is no longer usable, the diver will need fo use
the alternate (bailout) gas supply.

The use of bailout cylinders is the most common form of
backup gas used by the rebreather diver.

The amount and type of gas required will depend on the
dive profile and decompression requirements and is calcu
lated at 1.5 times the required gas for each gas leg.
Inferestingly, as the rb diver refurns on a dive and
approaches the entrance (exit?) of the cave, the bailout
gas available increases dramatically! Furthermore, the
buddy’s (unused) bailout cylinders are also available and
can be passed fo each other, if required.

So, looking af two dive examples and run them with a
rebreather and calculate the BAILOUT requirements.

P
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*1. 65m dive in The Shaft for a Bottom Time of 25mins, Run Time 77mins

Rebreather has: Need: Need: Start with:

Dil - Tx 18/30 Say 150 Its Say 50 BAR 3 1t Dil Cyl at 200 BAR
Oxy — 2 It/min 77x2=154 lts Say 50 BAR 31t O2 Cyl at 200 BAR
BAILOUT | MIN GAS | + Ya TO | TOTAL GAS | REQ’D CYLINDERS
GAS IF | REQ’D CREATE REQ’D (Its) | filled to 240 BAR
REQ’D (Its) SAFETY

AIR 950 plus 500 for safety Say 1500 Its Single 71t (1680 lts)

Nx 60 600 plus 300 for safety Say 900 Its Single 71t

Pure 02 450 plus 250 for safety Say 700 Its Single 71t

*2.16m dive in Tank Cave to the end of G tunnel for a Total Run Time of 104mins.
Rebreather: Need: Need: Start with:

Dil - Air Say 150 Its Say 50 BAR 3 1t Cyl at 200 BAR
Oxy - 2 It/min 104x2=208 lts Say 70 BAR 31t Cyl at 200 BAR
BAILOUT | MIN GAS | + ] TO | TOTAL GAS | REQ’D CYLINDERS
GAS IF | REQ’D CREATE REQ’D (Its) | filled to 240 BAR
REQ’D (Its) SAFETY

AIR 3000 plus | 1500 for safety Say 4500 Its Two 10lts (4800 Its)
52x2.6x20

* INDICATIVE PURPOSE ONLY. I have use Vplanner B/E with +3 conservatism with a RMV of 20.
I have also rounded up the gas requirements for ease of numbers.
PLEASE DO NOT USE THESE CALCULATIONS FOR YOUR DIVES but DO YOUR OWN!

A follow up article in next Guidelines will discuss diving with an OC Diver as well as
the placement & usage of the bailout gas cylinders on a rebreather diver.

A more detailed article will also be available on the CDAA website.

N

“  CALL FOR PHOTOS

The CDAA is currently looking at establishing permanent ,
displays in and around Mt Gambier. These will include an update of the current photos in
Lady Nelson, a photo display at Englebrecht’s Cave and a photo display at the Bellum.
For this purpose, | would like to call on members to submit to me photos taken in Mt
Gamb|er that could be selected from and incorporated into these displays. The photos can

include under water shots as well as around dive sites.
The Bellum display will include photos taken from sites in close proximity to the Bellum
such as One Tree, Little Blue and Kilsby's. Acknowledgément of photos will be made.

Please send photos to me by the 31st August 2009.

Regards, Helen Higgins, Business Director.

4
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CDAA INSTRUCTOR

NAME Deep Cavern Cave  Penetr NAME

APEE, Hulle (CDAA 2776) DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA
HEL 02 624 0170 Penetration instructor

AHLDE 6201 05606 Phone: 0407 887 060

I ik, apps @ ga,gov.au Email: jdz@ paintandcustom.c

GHILLE, Pater (CDAA 1780) E: PALdiving@people.net.au
oAl I'Y. ¥ ,f

;\\/1l«|\I‘1|]I;| '( ;«I 1”'8:1”69}’() HIGQlNS, Andrew (CDAA 332

I patat. grills @ hotmail.com Mohlle: 0318 50a164

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

COSTELLO, Peter (CDAA 3378)
Mab: 0417 494 771

soudiv@southerndiving.com BH: (03) 9579 2600
E: info@abocean.com.au
MARHRIOTT, Max (CDAA 1268) Mobile 0408 374 112
Muob: 0428 897 897 .
I diveG9 @internode.on.net MONACO, Rubens: (CDAA 17
BH 03 5984-1799
SELBACH, Steve (CDAA 3495 E: info@idcscuba.com.au
Phone: 0413 134 827 Mobile: 0413-429-533

I mail: steve,selbach@mac.com

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 3483)
Mob: 0419 176 633
lortallen @baker.edu.au

BAFRCLAY, Gary (CDAA 1735)

VICTORIA. cont.

HARDMAN, Lorraine (CDAA 282
Mob: 0418 304 120

E: ahhiggins @ optusnet.com.al

LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 3184)
Phone: (03) 9879 2868
Email: info@melbournediving.

McDONALD, Warrick (CDAA 1882

TAYLOR, lan (CDAA 3568)
Phone: 0411 118 134
E: ian.taylor4 @defence.gov.au

FEATONBY, Tim (CDAA 3372)
Mob: 0402 129 253

Al (03) 5565 8793 .

£ garinda@tpgi.com.au E: tim featonby @defence.gov.au

HOWMAN, Jane (CDAA 1880)

HH: (03) 9579 2600 WESTERN AUSTRALIA

I Info @ abocean.com.au PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784

www abocean.com.au Mob: 0407 445 112

CLARIDGE, Linda (CDAA 2214) i E: gpaynter@geo.net.au

Maobile 0408 052 070 Yes !
L garinda@tpgl,com.au INSTRUCTOR ADVOCATE: ANDY HIGGINS

AH (D) 5566 0703 i T

Constitution Subcommittee

The Conatitution Subcommittee is currently working through the Constitution and addressing
any inconsistencies, ambiguities or required changes. If you have any concerns or areas that
you leel require addressing or any amendments that you would like the subcommittee to con-
slder, could you please lorward these to the Business Director, Helen Higgins by 31st July 2009.
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UP COMING COURSES

DEEP CAVERN Courses

July 1-31, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier
Midweek or weekend courses. Flexible schedule. 3 days in Mount Gambier.
Instructor: Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533

July 11 - 14, 2009 in Mount Gambier SA
4 Day full time course conducted entirely in Mount Gambier SA.
Instructor: Linda CLARIDGE 03 - 5565 8793

July 20 - August 2, 2009 in Melbourne and Mt Gambier
Includes 3 hour pool session, gear critique and theory in Melbourne and then 6 dives in Mount Gambier.
Instructor: Terri ALLEN 0419 17 66 33. Email: info@oceandivers.com.au

Commencing 25th July 2009 running over two weekends with theory in the evenings.
Geoff Paynter - Mob: 0407 445 112 Email: gpaynter@geo.net.au

August 1 - 30, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier
Midweek or weekend courses. Flexible schedule. 3 days in Mount Gambier.
Instructor: Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533

Commencing 15th August 2009 running over two weekends witht theory in the evenings.
Geoff Paynter - Mob: 0407 445 112 Email: gpaynter@geo.net.au

September 1 - 13, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt Gambier
Theory and Pool in Melbourne. 6 Dives and climbing workshop conducted over 3 days in Mt Gambier.
Instructor: Andrew HIGGINS 0413569164 Email: ahhiggins@optusnet.com.au

CAVE Courses

July 1 - 31, 2009 in Mt Gambier - Midweek or weekend courses. Flexible schedule. 3 days in Mt Gambier.
Instructor:  Rubens MONACO 0413-429-533

July 15 - 20, 2009 in Melbourne & Mt. Gambier - 3 day weekend, 6 Dives including 3 Cave Sites in Mt Gambier.
Instructor:  Paul Leslie (03) 9459 4111

July 25 - 27, 2009 in Mount Gambier SA. 3 day full time course conducted entirely in Mount Gambier
Instructor:  Linda Claridge 03 5565 8793

July 27 - August 3rd. Melbourne and Mt Gambier. Twins, Plates/Wings supplied.
Instructor: Jane Bowman 03 9579 2600 or 0407 566 455. Email: info@oceandivers.com.au

August 1 - 30, 2009 in Mt Gambier - Midweek or weekend courses. Flexible schedule. 3 days in Mt Gambier.
Instructor:  Rubens MONACO  0413-429-533

CDAA Penetration Courses

October 3 - 11, 2009 in Mt Gambier
Run over October 3rd, 4th and 5th (public holiday in NSW, SA & ACT) and October 10th & 11th. Program run
entirely at Mt Gambier. Please download the latest application form from the website and send to
Jane Bowman, CDAA Penetration Program Co-Ordinator. Phone: 03 95792600

Please download the latest application form off the webpage www.cavedivers.com.au

TANK CAVE DATES... & A REMINDER...

A Tank Cave returning diver application form and the annual $150 fee will
be required before any bookings can be accepted.

July 11-12. Steve Trewavas

July 25 - 26. Linda Claridge

August 8 - 9. John Dalla-Zuanna

August 29 - 30. Chris Edwards

September 12 - 13. Andrew Higgins
October 3 -5 S.A. Lahour Day. Grant Sommer

October 17 - 19 Ext Weekend. Richard Imdorfer
October 23 - 25. AGM Extended Weekend.
No Diving Saturday. Warrick McDonald
October 31 - Nov 3 Melbourne Cup Weekend.
Warrick McDonald
November 21 - 22. Rob Brennan

December 5 - 6. Gary Barclay

December 12 - 13. Chris Edwards

Jan. 1-3, 2010 New Years Day. Warrick McDonald
January 23 - 24. Steve Trewavas

February 6 - 7. Linda Claridge

February 13 - 14. Rob Brennan

JUNE 2009 - PAGE 25




. CDAA SITE ACCESS - www.cavedivers.com.au

Henigimilien Accass Is a privilegs, not a right, Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

CDAA SITE ACCESS

CN = CAVEHN & = SINKHOLE € = CAVE P = PENETRATION
SIE LEVEL OWNER

SITE LEVEL  OWNER ACCESS DETAILS

ACCESS DETAILS

MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRALIA MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRALIA (continued)

i DEN SITES BARNOOLUT SITES
[ Sunrs Ponds NIl DEH Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH) Ten Eighty S/IC Scotts Agencies P/L Access: Grant Sommer ph. 0412 266 826. Mail - 147 Kenihans Road, Happy Valley, SA 5159
PO. Box 1046 Smaller groups, no need. Download indemnity and book online at www.cavedivers.com.au.
Mt Gambier 5290 DATESIOPEN:
(08) 8735 1177 Fax: (08) 8735 1135 s 5 -
Gouldens (N DEH General Diving: Divers to contact DEH and notify of date and site to be dived. ok Hale e Setyagender Bl
Please make requests by phone or fax only.
) h i P . v ) Shaft SIC Generally open one For access dates refer to Guidelines or the CDAA webpage. Nitrox as a diving mix
2 Sisters (N P.O.Box 1046 Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry current wieskerid 3 month is niotallowed in the Shaft inless a-trimic endorsament s eld biit deco mixes
Tossil C Mt Gambier 5290 financial CDAA membership card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH Trevor Ashby attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA
Ph: (08) 8735 1177 before access is permitted. Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
Fax: (08) 8735 1135 Training: The Instructor is to notify DEH of the date the sites are needed and to forward dive experience with twin tanks
signed indemnities from each student and their temporary card number/ membership number. Eow_rl'loﬂdff;m OfLYVEbS'te' finda Claidne. 4061053 T70
Piccaninnie Ponds S asabove Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of delicate vegetation. $26/dive or annual Permit $60. it shafiisayedivers:ea. s el foridge; )
NOTE: Indemnity form to be completed with m'ship renewal & lasts same length as. M'ship. Engelbrechts Mt Gambier Obtain key from Mt Gambier Tourist Information Centre. Access agreement must
NOTE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indemnities at least 2 weeks prior to their intended dive date. - East C  Coundl be signed prior to diving. 2 divers must sign out keys, all divers must sign in
Horse & Cart N Peter Cunningham By phone or mail, 1 week prior. Ph: (08) 8738 4003. - West P Lessee advifing which groupsvthey are fjiying with. Diving shoulq be avoided after heavy rain due to
‘ Toa Troe N POBox 2168, Ph: (08) 8723 2299 possible water contaminance. Diving hours are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST.
\ Mt Gambier 5290 Three Sisters P Millicent Council Download Indemnity from Web Page. Access available for experienced Penetration
Little Blue S District Council of Grant Permission not required - must carry card. divers only. Low profile systems a.d‘wsed. Access agreement must be signed prior to diving.
Please allow 4 weeks for indemnities to be processed.
Allendale C  District Council of Grant ~ Obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Information Centre. i
— - McKay's Shaft 5 Contact Email: site@cavedivers.com.au.
Fla Elap S Mr. Peter Norman Visit the house before diving.
One Tree S If no one home - no dive! Tank Cave P MrDYCER Access Manager: Noel Dillon. Email: noel.dillon@macquarie.com
) Baker's Cave € Manager: Brad Dibble Please write to the Site Access Director to dive in Baker's Cave. Include stamped self-
DERRE TRY S STES E: site@cavedivers.com.au  addressed envelope. Climbing equipment required. Only open October to April
Dave's Cave C  Maximum 3 divers all weekends between May & November inclusive (check and update on CDAA website). ) i pe. g qulp R v er gt
Hells Hole S Atleast 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experience. NULLARBOR - WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Pines (P Unrestricted days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter Penetration sections (stop signs) Cocklebiddy P Apply in writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: District Manager,
Mud Hole C  Unrestricted days or numbers. Murra El Elevyn PIC Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)., PO Box 234, Esperance, W.A. 6450.
Nettle Bed P~ Open every weekend. Maximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website) Tommy Grahams C Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.
Stinging Nettle Cave P~ Open every weekend max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check an update on CDAA website). Weebubbie SC DR The Department for Planning and Infrastructure, Midland, State Land Services South East.
il p i i ] . . . . . . N
Idlebiddy f Open‘every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website) o PO Box 1575, Midland 6936. Contact Kim Allson, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.gov.au
Ownert Contact Forestry SA by email: forestrysa@forestrysa.sa.gov.au. Fax: (08) 8724 2885 or Phone: (08) 8724 2876 or book on-line via the Phone (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 5004
COAA website to arrange permit. Collect permits from the Forestry Office, RHS of driveway to Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, Mt Gambier. one *
IMPOI-TANT N.S.W. - WELLINGTON CAVES
* N diving on Total Fire Ban Days. Limekiln PIC  Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for this cave depending on it's water level at the time. The cave
¢ Parmit alio required to run compressors during fire danger season. (McCavity) has a restriction at the entrance which is underwater making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level drops to
= [oys Tar Hells Hole, Nettle Bed, Iddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on form a small lake below the restriction allowing experienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave.
senle I Forestry SA permits, i . .
presentation of Forestry SA permits Water (Anticline) C  Affected by high CO: levels during Summer/Autumn.
‘ Kilshy's S Landowner leased Access - Open Weekly. Access is co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan - gregr@cs.usyd.edu.au. Phone (02)97434157
| to CDAA Refer to CDAA website. Twin Tanks - Maximum depth of 4.0 etiss oA . Rum Jungle Lake S Unrestricted access currently exists - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDAA website.
Meet at gate of property at 8.55am or 12.55pm. Book on-line at www.cavedivers.com
or contact Craig at kilshy@cavedivers.com.au Burrinjuck SICP This is a tri rated site. Please see details in issue No. 73. There are no specific
No animals, visitors or mid-week diving allowed. access arrangements.
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CDAA PRODUCTS
ORDER FOR

[ERIREE

NEW!

Please send to: Tara Parkinson
CDAA, Unit 2/7 Condah Crt,
Ashwood, VIC 3147, or order On-Line
at www.cavedivers.com.au

UNIT

ITEM BRICE TOTAL

/\I)-.nm;; "Huudbook. For those involved in basic recreational abseil instruction, this book details $20.00
safo absell practises for beginners. Contents include, risk management, equipment, anchor systems,
absell site set-up and instruction and emergency procedures.
Basic Underwater Cave Surveying. The standard]Puincation for anyone remotely interested $30.00
in research and survey techniques used in water filled caves.
Cave Diving Communications. A manual from NSS - CDS dealing exclusively with all underwater $25.00
communications used in cave diving. Including touch, torch and line signals,
and use of line arrows and jump reels.
Cave Diving - A Blueprint for Survival.
A hook by the world-renowned cave diver, the late Sheck Exley, this is a case study $20.00
of a number of accidents that have occurred in the USA and how to avoid them.
Cave Diving - Articles & Opinions
A comprehensive Guide to Cave Diving & Exploration. Edited by Jill Heinerth & Bill Oigarden.
Wiritten and edited by some of the top cave divers in the world, this book covers everything from | $70,00
basic equipment to advance cave exploration.
Cavern/Cave Diver Workbook. This workbook is the official training manual used by the NACD
for the Cavern Diver and Cave Diver courses. It includes sections on accident analysis, cave types
and their formation, equipment, communication and emergency procedures. $40.00
Caverns Measureless to Man.
The story of the passion for cave divin? of the late Sheck Exley who spent $50.00
his life exploring underwater caves. Publications Directors pick.
Amazing book you can't put down once you start, a must read!
CDAA Occasional Paq_er No. 2. From National Conference 1981. includes topics such $2.00
as Fossil Cave, Belay Techniques and Cocklebiddy 1979.
Diving in Darkness By Martyn Farr. Personally signed by the author. Provides a clear, $65.00
concise and modern overview of the essential equipment, skills and techniques required
to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in softback Diving in Darkness
is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its 128 pages.
Hidden Splendours of the Yucatan. ]
Hidden Splendors of the Yucatan is photo?rapherlauthor Lalo Fiorelli’s story of exploration, $49,00
teaching, and photography in the caves of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula. His stunning photography
is complemented by the lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of exploration.
NSS Cave Diving Manual. ) ) ) »

The standard reference manual in cave diving covering just about every conceivable topic. New Edition. | $55.00
NSS Cavern Divers' Manual. ) .

The standard reference manual in cavern diving covering almost every conceivable topic. $30.00
Also most principles behind safe sinkhole and cave diving. -

The Darkness Beckons. By Martyn Farr. The history and development of cave diving. $75.00
The Taming of The Slough. This is Sheck Exley’s exciting story of the discovery and mapping
ol the Peacock Springs Cave System - at the time the world's longest underwater cave. $45.00
Vertical, - A Technical Manual for Cavers by Alan Warild )
Vertical Is a definitive guide to vertical cave exploration techniques. It describes deep cave exploratipn
methotls; emphasising the importance of safety, conservation and documentation. The fifth edition| $45,00
of Vertical fs illustrated with photographs from expeditions on five continents.
Australlan Cave Diving - A Contrast. By Tony Carlisle. Four short documentary type videos on Warbla $25.00
Cave, Thiee Slsters Cave, The Road to Toad Hall and Tank Cave.

Axils Mundi®, A unlque expedition into the inner jungles of the Yucatan. For over a decade,
axplarer Curt Brown and his team of cave explorers have been pushing deeper into the

fiiet fuigles of the Yicatan in search of unexplored cenotes. $35.00
Cave Diving Bensath the Ozark Mountains - DVD - with footage of Ginnie Springs and the

Gasconado Hiver n the Ozark Mountains, Missour. Over four days the team reach 2000 feet in, 200 feet deep, $30.00
st sconters which they drag through restrictions using ropes. In this DVD they extend the survey of the cave.
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Cave Diving Mount Gambier - DVD - from Novice cavem sites, to the much more intriguing
penetration dives, ‘Cave Diving Mt Gambier' will take you to places that are only accessible by trained cave $40.00
divers and rarely seen by others. Featuring 15 of the most popular dive sites in Mt. Gambier.
NEW! China - Beneath the Wall - DVD - Sichuan Province in central China is home to some of the world's
biggest cave systems. This film follows a team of British explorers as they attempt to link together two of the, $35.00
most spectacular caves and complete the tantalizing through trip. But as with so many expeditions into the
unknown, things don’t quite go as planned... A great film about dry caving exploration.
t “Down Deep Down Under”.
a A sEectacuIar film by Alex Wyschnja. Discover the hidden secrets of Mt Gambier's famous fresh water caves. $25.00
> Tucked awai/ in S.As Sth East are some of the country's best known freshwater caves.
0 The physical challenge of cave diving makes Mount Gambier a diver's mecca.
“Facing Darkness”. Following some of the greatest cave divers in north Florida,
Facing Darkness invites you to discover the underwater caves and how divers safely explore them. $35.00
About the geology, the danger and the passion.
Wookey Exposed. Filmed and produced by Gavin Newman, this award winning film looks at the
spectacular discoveries made by successive generations of explorers and joins the latest team to take
up the challenge. Using specially designed camera systems we follow the divers to the very limits
of the exploration as they attempt to push on into the darkness beyond the end of Wookey Hole. $35.00
NEW! WKPP Push for the Connection - DVD - Explorers from GUE's Woodbville Karst Plain Project resolve $35.00
to establish a link between two of the largest underwater cave systems in the world. Following a series of previously
unimaginable dives, exploration divers push nearly 7km into the extreme depths of the Wakulla & Leon Sinks cave system
.
SIZE
» Embroidered Crew Neck Tshirts. Black, Navy and Steel Grey -§, M, L, XL, XXL $25.00
O + Embroidered Polo Shirts. Grey with black trim or black with red trim. Look very smart! $35.00
F o Embroidered Hoodies. Black only - Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL $70.00
- 2 SO Y ]
E i o Embroidered Trekka Jackets. Black only - Sizes: 5, M, L, XL, XXL $135.00 B
8 o Polar Fleece Jumpers. Colours: Blue, Black. Original logo. Keeps you toasty warm & smart! $60.00
» Polar Fleece Vests. Blue, Black. Original logo. Great to wear as extra layer under the drysuit! $50.00
o Ladies Contrast Tee. Ladies stylish cut in Grey with Navy Blue sleeves. Sizes 8, 10, 12, 14, $25.00
| | * Beanies. Black only. $20.00 B
* Caps. Black only. $20.00
« CDAA Key Rings. Blue with gold motif. CDAA P.0. Box on back. $5.00
* Round Sticker. CDAA logo over line arrow. $1.00
o Bumper Sticker. Featuring photos by Dean Chamberlain. $1.00
* Log Book Folder. With embroidered CDAA logo on the front cover. $35.00
J + Tank Cave Poster. Full Colour 14.5" x 25" poster of Tank Cave by Peter Rogers. Price includes p&h. $8.00
! e - = uas g S
S| » Tank Cave Map. Premium matt or gloss 120g paper $96.00 (laminated $22.00 extra, silver back $132.00)
B + (D of Guidelines 1-94 All Guidelines as searchable pdfs on CD. $10.00 |
+ Stubby Holders - high quality 5mm neoprene with CDAA logo $8.00 |
« Travel Mugs - great for having a cuppa on the run $12.00
« Mask Slap Straps - fully embroidered with CDAA logo $16.00
Cardholders Name: Order Date: Sub Total $
Address: Plus P&H $12.00
Postcode: TOTAL $
Card No. l | ‘ | | I | I I l | | | | | I | [ Bankcard [_] Mastercard [_] Visa
Expiry Date: Signature: Ph: () Fax: ()
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caster Penetration B

This program has been put off about three times
for us, either Darren was busy or | was and we
probably weren't ready anyway, but here we are

and it has to happen.

Airiving late on Tuesday night we hit the sack and got up
aatly for practice Wednesday.

Pater Streit was there and we were told that Yochen
wouldn't be joining us as the Coffs Harbor floods had made
him fly home to repair the damage. We had a coffee and
hadl o few laughs before heading to Pines where different
theories, strategies and systems were argued (sorry dis-
cussed) before the dive but the only thing | got out of it was
that my dry suit zip was stuffed and | was freezing!! A tube
ol agua seal is your best friend at this stage even if it means
not getting out of the suit until the replacement arrives...
50 my days of practice were filled with hauling tanks to the

[ake for those who had DRY suits. Oh well I should have it
all in one stock by now anyway.
[he course started with Peter Buzzacott, Peter Streit,

Darren Crockett, Liam, Freddy, Eugene and myself with
instructors Jane Bowmen and Andy Higgins.

While I'd done hundreds of dives with Darren and a
tourse with Peter S; Freddy and Eugene dived with each
other there were a lot of questions to be answered about
configurations and experiences etc within the group. The
theory was as long and the dives? Man, these days are never
going to end! By the second day we'd all blown it.

Ihe course has changed as many of you may be aware
and now you get a warm up stress test. Thank god for that.

Darren and | were teamed up for the test, and | went in

50 cocky | dropped the reg.......... that's right | dropped the
reg. Someone shoved a reg in Darren's mouth, he spat it
ait, they put it in again he spat it out. We then got dragged
Iy the ears and spanked.
The fill room at just a bed lodge was the de-brief room. We
re-named It the "slaughter house" as we looked for a plas-
{ie sheet and maybe some saw dust on the ground. Needless
{0 say | was told that they were both very disappointed in
i anel | peed to pull my finger out, which was deserved
litit demoralizing, Every one in the course got a kicking
svert those who made it out, One of the comments was
that was the poorest demonstration I've ever seen”.
it af loast they got out un-like myself.

ihi et day was the last chance, Liam Allan and | teamed
Uj, W swai aidt, juimp here, turn there, you know the drill,
al the and af the line the instructors hit us, this time we (in
imy apinian) were llke a fine tuned machine, not a breath
was lssed as | held an to the Liam Allan express, then out
of the blue T was told to hold on to the reg, what?? oh yeh

the restriction,
shit that was quick!
On the long hose, through the "
restriction, pick up a stage and then exit.

On surfacing congratulations was given to Liam and | was
back in teaming up with Pete Buzzacott. | think they really
wanted to test me! Pete's a good diver with a great atti-
tude so | had no qualms diving with him, not sure how he
felt about me after yesterday. As we ventured into the dark-
ness we made it to the end of the line | looked left towards
the instructor to ask "haven't you forgotten something?"
when they got me, bugger | wasn't ready. | got to Pete and
started our way out. At the restriction we got a little messy
with light cables and long hose but sorted that out, picked
up the stage and exited. While | new I'd got through |
needed to hear it for myself, "are you happier with that
result? You should be, congratulations your through."
yahoo...

Darren got teamed up with a Eugene and proved that
when he’s in control it all goes to plan, showing that yes-
terday’s mishap was no fault of his.

Peter Streit, for those who haven’t had the pleasure, is a
great bloke to have in the house for a week. His humor is
drier than a hobbyhorses stool sample, and had us in laugh-
ter for hours. Pete teamed up with Freddy and the odd cou-
ple followed the dive plan and came out victorious.

We arrived at Pines on Sunday morning and the
excitement was a buzz. You know, there is a whole
sexier side to this place than we'd seen before, it's just

e

Andy helping Rob Lee wi
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a shame that we didn’t get to see it. Blindfold exit
was the plan for here, and | felt a bit awkward as |
swam past the stopsighn. | have no idea where we
were when Darren ‘s light signaled a failure. | turned
with my primary reg deployed and got blacked out!
Oh that's the problem. At this point Daren had no
idea where | was, as he was also blacked out. | found
the line and made my way back to him, the signal was
clear “lets get out of here!” with the added task of a
eighteen meter depth change we rattled our way
from the un-familiar tunnel. As we came across our
stage bottles we realized where we were. From there
we were home and hosed, well so | thought, at a
blacked out deco stop a simulated valve failure broke
the silence. For a second | thought, “Who cares, I'm
on my stage bottle and six meters from the lake.”
Then | remembered that at “all times you are being
critiqued” so | completed another valve drill and fixed
the issue.

Iddlebiddy cave, oh my god!

The access to this place is an epic adventure for us
beginners but wow it’s all worth it. The dive team
comprised of Liam Allan, Darren Crockett and myself
and it was “like a movie” the tunnel is huge and with
three 18w HID's the colours are amazing. That dive
was just awesome. I'm still at a loss for words.

The final days dive was Englebrets West. My team
was Peter B and Eugene.
On the way in, before
the rock pile Peter had a
simulated valve failure,
we fixed that kept going.
We hadn’t made it to the

Rob Lee

- L

end of the second sump when we were told to turn,
on the way back | was told to jump off into a small
tunnel. “What?" that wasn't in the plan. So off we
jump leaving Eugene on the main line, into the tun-
nel just waiting for that bloody bubble gun, nothing?
Back to the main line and continue out. Now here's a
tip for future players “if there is a spot in the cave
that is remotely smaller than any other, or possibly
has more silt, this is where the instructors will do
something to you.” In a space where we had about
one meter between the floor and ceiling we were
told to exchange masks with each other. Nice one!
Any way we all managed with no fuss but really they
could have been nicer about it.

| have to thank Jane and Andy for their patience
and guidance; Darren Walters for the accom, Liam for
the train ride and of course the rest of the candidates
for a great week. Cheers Rob Lee.
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cave country and one would think that I'd be rather hard to please after this
experience. Yet the Bahamas did more than just please me; they titillated me,
intrigued me and eventually left me breathless.

While everyone is always going on about the cav

Destination: Bahamas.

in Mexi

little did | know t

_nothing:short of a secret treasure exists. ..

One of the many blue
holes in the Bahamas.

hat
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But alas, we weren't heading to the Bahamas to drink
pina coladas and swing around in a hammock, we were
on an expedition led by PhD Kenny Broad, to unravel
some of the mysteries that lay within the Blue Holes of
Abaco. Joining the team were everyone from palaeontol-
ogists, biologist to microbiologist and climatologist. Jenn
Macalady, PhD Tom lliffe, PhD Richard Franz, PhD Gary
Morgan and Tom Morris... the list of scientists reads
rather like the who's who of the cave scientific research
world. What's more Wes Skiles and the Karst Production
crew were there to document the goings on of the trip
and immortalize the work of the divers and the discover-
ies of the scientists with film and still photography. | was
in Ag heaven as Wes
kindly allowed me to
play with the big boys
toys. The Nikon D-700
was amazing and pro-
duced incredible images;
it is fair to say that it
kicks ass all over my lit-
tle point-and-shoot and
that | now desperately
want one.

We didn’t come to the
Bahamas just for the
sake of blowing bubbles,
we came to dive for a
purpose... and this
experience more than
anything before brought
home the message that
caves are more than just
a playground for divers.
All too often a cave is
seen as nothing more
than a hole in the ground
that divers can penetrate
and then sit around
bragging to their mates
about how far they got.
Cave divers, generally
speaking, float around
enjoying themselves and
have little appreciation
for what they are looking
at beyond the aesthetically pleasing beauty that sur-
rounds them. Scientists, given the same opportunities as
us to see what is down there, would have kittens of
excitement.

Despite the caves being right there below our feet, we
know so little about them. Our understanding of karst
development, hydrology and cave biology is still in its
infancy. To this day very few scientists are cave divers and
as such a synergy between cave divers and scientists is
essential. Thus we got the opportunity to get wet and
check out the caves, and in between going ‘ooohhh...

Agnes Milowka checking
out the fish Lucifuga

(photo: W‘ :' ef)""‘

Kenny Broad inside Ralphs cave (photo: Agnes Milowka)

ahhh' we brought back valuable data that has huge
potential for the work of the scientists. | found it incred-
ibly rewarding to combine doing something I love with a
firm scientific purpose.

One of the best dives of the project, and possibly one
of the best dives | have ever done, was a recovery of the
now extinct tortise shell and crocodile skull. Both were a
cool 3000 years old and were recovered in faultless con-
dition - perfectly intact! This was possible because of the
special environment within Sawmill Sink and the thick
layer of sulphur that blankets the hole at about 9m.

A number of things happen as you swim into it. First
watching a diver go in is like watching a magic trick. The
diver suddenly disap-
pears and leaves in their
wake swirls akin to fog.
As you enter the layer
yourself all vision comes
to a screeching halt, a
total wipe out in visibili-
ty. All perception of
where you are disap-
pears... a perfect confu-
sion of the senses.
Suddenly you smell it!
Yep you actually smell it
underwater and it is
almost as unpleasant as
taking a deep whiff of
undergarments after a
few days diving. What
actually happens is that
your body absorbs this
stuff, it permeates
through your skin...
makes me feel kinda
dirty just thinking about
it. Even after you pop out
into clear dark water
beneath the sulphur
layer the smell stays with
you.

The visuals are spec-
tacular, the experience is
uncanny even if it does
smell a little off, but
what is really fascinating is the fact that this sulphur
layer keeps the water below it in an anaerobic state. That
means no oxygen is getting through that thick layer of
sulphur and into the bowels of the cave. This got our
microbiologist Jenn Macalady incredibly excited. The
environment simulates that of the Earth’s surface many
millions of years ago, which means that bacteria that are
long extinct elsewhere are thriving here in Sawmill Sink.
By studying them we can begin to grasp what life on
earth used to be like.

The sulphur layer and lack of oxygen have further con-
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Kenny Broad inside
Ralphs Cave.
Photo Agnes Milowka

Agnes and Kenny
inside Dan’s Cave.
Photo Wes Skiles.

'
’}i,” y p

‘?l?‘ﬂl i

e

w‘u L

sequences. Anything that has fallen into the sink
throughout its existence remains perfectly preserved,
especially as it slowly gets buried in the muck, common-
ly referred to as peat. It was incredible to see a tortoise
shell that could very well have fallen in only yesterday,
were it not for the fact that they have been extinct on
Abaco for hundreds of years. Each individual piece of the
shell was in place and many of the extraneous bones
were still there.

The dive itself was gnarly as hell, a whole team of
divers trying to light up the recovery sequence. The silt
was raining down on us from the slope, percolation was
coming down on us from the ceiling, not to mention the
mess that comes with excavation. The feeling of accom-
plishment when the remains made it safely into the con-
tainer was great. Then there was the pure thrill when the
boxes and the remains made it to the surface and into the
arms of the eager and ever waiting scientists. Their eyes
lit up the moment they saw the remains - they had seen
nothing quite like this specimen. The excitement of Dick
Iranz and Gary Morgan was thrilling to watch as the pos-
sibilities for the knowledge gained from this recovery are
infinite. Capturing this moment on camera meant that
many others will be able to experience the joy they felt.

There s more inside caves then bones of long dead
antmals however, Working beside a cave animal lover

like Tom liffe and watching the man do his thing has
opened my eyes Lo new possibilities. Each of these caves
is an intricate, unigue and sell contained eco system. |
enjoy watching crawlies and catfish in the caves, but
beyond the abvious are a whole bunch of much smaller

little dudes. The naked eye of your typical cave diver is
not trained to spot these little guys, but Tom lliffe has
been doing this for over 30 years and in this time has
found over 300 new species. Now I'm no scientist, but
finding one new species is typically a lifetime achieve-
ment for a biologist. So the doctor has been most effi-
cient and his track record is rather impressive. If nothing
else this demonstrates rather neatly that the under-
ground world really is the final frontier and we have
much to learn and discover.

The animals that Tom lliffe does find can be appreciat-
ed in the water column if you have a good set of eyes. As
apparently | don't, | had to wait to see the intricate detail
and beauty of the animals until they were in a vial and
under the microscope. They were translucent, colourful,
fragile and captivating in their moves and sheer beauty.
Remipedes and worms... animals so wild looking and yet
so cute | wanted to keep them as pets. The wildest
human imagination could not conceive these creatures...
they must have inspired so many science fiction writers.
So keep your eyes open and peeled straight into the
water column, you never know, that little white dot
might be an incredible creature rather then just a speck
of silt.

While | don't pretend to understand the nuances of
the work the scientist were doing, | can certainly appre-
ciate it. The data the team collected will help improve
knowledge and understanding of caves in the Bahamas
and around the world. More knowledge can only
increase the importance these cave environments and
eco systems have. Perhaps this can have a positive influ-
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ence on how folks, cave divers and non-divers alike, per-
ceive what is just below the surface of the earth.

Yet, at the end of the day | am a cave diver and as far
as I'm concerned the pursuit of extraordinary beauty is a
perfectly legitimate quest. The team, spearheaded by
Brian Kakuk, headed to a couple of beautiful caves called
Dan’s and Ralph’s to photograph and film them. Dan’s
was my first opportunity to see speleothems underwater,
and oh boy, did | get spoiled.

1 was blown away to put it mildly. The sheer amount of
decoration was incredible; there was room after room of
decorations. Yet each room was very different and had a
wildly distinct feel. My favourite was called the Alleyway,
where | got to swim though a passageway with tall sta-
lactites and stalagmites on either side of me, it felt like |
was swimming through a giant crystal forest. The whole
scene was illuminated from all sides by the ever power-
ful Dive Rite 50W lights, meaning | could see everything
- amazing!

Further Dan's, like all the caves, has a number of life
forms. | do believe | might have clapped my hands in
excitement when | saw my very first Lucifuga. It is a fish,
with a face only a mother could love that screams
Jurassic. It is the oldest and the only truly cave adapted
fish in the world. This little creature is just wickedly cool.

| thought Dan’s was the best cave in the world until |
dove Ralph's. This cave defies description, it is probably
the prettiest and most special cave on the planet. | could
happily dive this cave every day for the rest of my life and
not get bored with it. After you dive it, you seriously con-
sider never setting foot inside a cave again, or perhaps
simply lying down to die, because nothing will ever beat

this experience. Every type of crystal decoration imagina-
ble is present in this cave; intricate rose like formations,
exquisite crystals, stalactites piled on so thick not even a
flathead could swim through them without making con-
tact. Then there were the soda straws with little diamond
shaped crystals at the tips. They say diamonds are forev-
er, well, this cave has captured my heart big time. | felt as
fuzzy as the halocline that surrounded us as we explored
and photographed the cave.

Brian  Kakuk runs Bahamas Underground
(www.bahamasunderground.com) and he was our illus-
trious guide throughout the trip. Not only is this man a
genuine explorer with extensive knowledge of the local
area, he is also a fabulous host and perhaps most impor-
tantly a top bloke. He deserves a medal for looking after
our lot, taking us to orgasm-inducing caves... and for
the late nights he stayed up filling all our tanks. A big
thank you must also go to Nancy Albury and the Friends
of the Environment; without their support, patience and
hospitality we would have been completely lost.

So, when | think of the Bahamas, | think of the most
incredible caves in the world; a place where each cave is
different, unique and startling. | think of fascinating sci-
entific work and of all the questions the scientists are
attempting to solve. | think of fossils, bones and the old-
est living fish in the world. | think of a beautiful rugged
coastline. | think of sunsets and the sweet taste of a well
deserved beer at the end of the day. But | do not think of
sex on the beach. Somehow, to my great dismay, the
Bahamas stereotype managed to elude me. Still, one
can't have everything... and there is always next time.
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Shots of Jill Heinerth on her visit to Mt Gambier
Photos by Gary Barclay

Florida, by Dean Chamberlain
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Mt Gambier trip Australia’ay Wee
Photo by Martina Fuchsberger (CDA

Below: Dene Buckley entering the water at Blacks.
Photo Peter Buzzacott
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Two decades of ground breaking exploration and research within

the mammoth cave systems of North Florida stall during one of

the longest periods of dark water on record. However, during a
period of clear water conditions, explorers from GUE's Woodville

Karst Plain Project resolve to establish a physical link between

two of the largest underwater cave systems in the world.

Following a series of previously unimaginable dives, exploration

divers push nearly 7km into the extreme depths of the Wakulla

WKPP and Leon Sinks cave system. A range of nearly 30 hour immer-
PUSh fEII' thE sions while exp_loring _at 90m Iegd WKPP explorers to a series of
. breakthrough discoveries, resulting in one of the most celebrated

Connection $35 connections in cave diving history. Starring Casey McKinlay,

coming to Australia in October. Come and hear him speak at the

20% OFF

Selected Hollis Packages

A Global Underwater

Explorers Poduction. AGM Symposium at Mt Gambier and purchase your signed copy.

CDAA PRODU

NEW DVDs!

AXIS MUNDI $35
A unique expedition into the inner jungles of the Yucatan.

For over a decade, explorer Curt Brown and his team of cave explorers have been pushing
deeper and deeper into the inner jungles of the Yucatan in search of unexplored cenotes...the
windows that reveal the ancient Maya. Axis Mundi follows the team as they journey relentless-
ly into the uncharted subterranean chambers... discovering giant underwater passages, ancient
relics, and the skeletal remains of tragedy and human sacrifice.

WKPP - Push for the Connection $35.
See review and the Product of the Month description ABOVE.

/

II\IIfI\\II\IK A Package Includes: HTS X Series (Cave Cut)
New Laminated Tank Cave Maps are now available to order via the online store. $118 ke i 'St'mam/mw i e Moan Suge W
.37 or 55 X-Series Wing with comfort back pad and lumbar outer shell
support « 15mm urethane internal bladder

POLAR FLEECE VESTS - Stabiliser Plates (Pair)
| -Comes standard w/ adjustable Velcro"

Are you looking for something extra warm to wear under your dry suit now it's starting to get - Twin Band & Bolt Kit e *Centrally located elbow to avoid tank
cold? The online store has plenty of Vests in both Blue & Black in all sizes. Price $50 | *FREE Hollis Team T-Shirt v o ctondard w/ crotch e valve/regulator interference
1 ; - = -Available in either 371b / 17k
i : . 5.1cm webbing with scooter ring 55lb/ Z;k I,;te[;, dd/ .
; of order any of these CDAA products, please visit the online store or complete the mail fesmoiabie) or g itbiaader

order form In Guidelines. Happy Diving, Tara Parkinson, CDAA Products Officer.

Contact your nearest Hollis stockist for fitting, sales and service or visit Www.eceanicaus.com.au
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