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ABN 65 062 259 956

PO, BOX 290, NORTH ADEIAIDE 5006

GUIDELINES is a newsletter ofthe Cave Divers Association of

Australia. All articles for the following issue are to be sent to the

designer, David Bryant Email: seapicsdavebryant@gmail.com

All articles and submissions shall automatically constitute an

expresed warranty by the (ontributor that the material is original.

We assume no responsibility for unsolicited material, Articles may

irc reprinted in part or in full in other magazines as determined by

lhc CDAA and authors provide full permission. Private adverttsing

frr caving and diving equipment may be advertised free at the
rlry rction of the Editor. 0pinions expresed in GUIDELINES are

thxc of thc individual authors and are not necessarily those

ol lh'C.D A.A.
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CONTACT LIST
Please contatl tlx tr)\l ir,l,,v,rrl gr.r',,rrr,rr, rl rnlur.wlll lo:
C.D.A.A. P0.8ox 290 North Adclritlc 5006 www.t,rvr,tlivrrrs.com.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR - 5l(,v(, lr,w,rv,r,,
Email: national@cavedivcrs.rorrr.,rrr Molrrlr, l)4,r I 0,rl 4lill

STANDARDS DIRECTOR - l,r,r' llownr.rr
Email: standards@cavedivers.corn.,rrr l)lr:'1"/(),/{,(}()

Quality Control Officer - tsa
Email: quality@cavedivers.com.au

Safety Officer - Richard Harris Email: salcty{rlr,rvlrhvlrr r orr.,ru

lnstructor Records - Paul Leslie Mobile: 040/ /11', 'r,I
Email: instrecords@cavedivers.com.au

lnstructor Materials - Paul Leslie l\ilobile: 0407 785 591

Email: materials@cavedivers.com.au

lnstructor Advocate - Paul Leslie Mobile:0407 785 591

Email: advocate@cavedivers.com.au

BUSINESS DIRECIOR -AndrewCronan Phone:0408 119896
Email: business@cavedivers.com.au

Treasurer - Tammy Beattie Email: treasurer@cavedivers.com.au

SITE DIRECTOR - Rob Brennan
Email: site@cavedivers.com.au lvlobile: 0414 821 322

Kilsby's Access - Craig Larkin
Email: kilsby@cavedivers.com.au N4obile: 0418 821 191

Tank Cave Access - Noel Dillon
Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au - N4obile: 0407 530 103

Shaft Access -Terri Allen
Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0419 176 633

PUBLICATIONS & RECORDS DIRECTOR - Rick Nash
Email: publications@cavedivers.com.au - Mobile: 0438 815 643

Records Officer (Membership matters) - Rick Nash
Email: records@cavedivers.com,au - Mobile: 0438 815 643

Copy Editor - Seanna Cronin Email: seanna.cronin@gmail,com

Guidelines - Graphics & Advertising - Dave Bryant:0417 125 710
PO. Box 2198 Rosebud VIC 3939. Email: seapicsdavebryant@gmail.com

CDAA Products - Tara Parkinson - N4obile: 0400 688 548.
Email: products@cavedivers,com.au

Webmaster: Simon Roberts Email: web@cavedivers.com.au

IIREA REPRESENTI\TIVES
ACT: Heike npps Ph:02 6291 0566 Email: actrep@cavedivers.com,au

NSW:TBA

N.T.: Jeff Swann Email: ntrep@cavedivers.com.au

QLD: Trent Lee Email: qldrep@cavedivers.com.au

SA: Ken Smith Email:sarep@cavedivers.(om.au

South-East 5A - Grant Pearce Ph: 043 8833103, Email: sesarep@cavedivers.com.au

WA: Peter Buzzacott Email: warep@cavedivers.com.au

VIC: Mischa Temple Email: vicrep@cavedivers.(om.au

Public Officer - Kevin Burrowes Ph: 08 8351 0272 Email: kbunowes@esc.net.au

CDAA INSURANCE
Policy Type: Combined Liability lnsurance Policy# 5Y CAS 08 041 140

lnsurer: Liberty International Underwriters ABN:61 086 083 605
Level 27, 1 l\ilacquarie Place, Sydney NSW 2000
Name Insured: Cave Divers Association of Australia
Public Liability $10,000,000 any one claim. Expiry:30 Scpternbor /01 I
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Hi all,

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to CDAA members.
My name is Rick Nash and I have been appointed to the combined position of Publications
,tnd Records Director I Records Officer until the 201 1 AGM, when a new P&RD will be elected.
It will then become the new P&RD's call as to whether the positions remain combined.

My appointment became necessary due to the previous P&RD's choice to relinquish the
ltosition due to personal reasons. Thanks Jason, on behalf of the CDAA Directorate and
Members, for the countless hours you worked in the term of your appointments as P&RD
,rnd RO. All for the betterment of the CDAA, and importantly, all voluntary.

You were instrumental in negotiating cost savings and upgrading of the Guidelines

ltublication, as well as, in conjunction with Damian Georgiou, forming the new CDAA website
,rnd administration database. lt is only on becctnring involved in this position that I have come
lo appreciate the amount of time that you must havo spcnt or) thc-sc arc.rs.

We have also had a change of personnel in the webmaster side of things with Damian
stepping back from day to day maintenance of the website to concentrate on admin
,tpplication development. Sincere thanks for your voluntary efforts to date, and hoping your
rcduced work load will result in the formulation of many new ideas for the future.
fantastic effort!
Simon Roberts has volunteered his services in carrying on day to day upkeep of the main
website and forum. Simon is an lT guru from Melbourne and keen cave diver.
I don't know what is in the water in Victoria to make such a sensible sounding person
take on this job? Good luck with it, l'm sure we will be talking on a regular basis.

f inally, in the thanks department, we come to the previous Records Officers, in Rob Lee
,rrrd Nicole Johnstone. Please come back!!!!? A very time consuming and thankless task-
With hundreds of renewal applications to process in a short time frame l'm sure you would
Ir,tve been tearing hair out at times. Well done.

I have not been in the position long enough to provide a detailed P&RDs

feport but suffice to say that with the changes to Guidelines, and the
movement to the new Website, a strong base has been established to
lOntinue to build and strengthen this area of CDAA activity. Guidelines is
only as strong as the articles provided by members, so anyone out there with
ldeas for an article contact myself, or editor Dave Bryant, and give it a go.

Cheers Rick Nash

t,dday all CDAA members - Another financial year has come and gone and I still can't believe one of the
trtrrl amazing people I have ever met can't be with us any longer. I know you all hear a lot about Agnes
l)ul lct's face it, she was an amazing person, adventureL writer and laid back lady. I understand not
rvlrylhing she did was the way you or I would dive but it re inforces the safefy aspects of diving in caves,

r n tvt:rt when I go it alone under a pier What I will miss most though is ther amazing stories & pictures
wlrult appeared in Guidelines. This publication is becoming a fantastic colourtul magazine known for
rltt,tlily aditorial, awesome travel writing and general news articles. Many members have commented why
'.1 t t tkln't we drop Director's Reports and some other things from the mag, and have

nrttt'\l).t((, for great editoial, travel stories and general interest articles, so it's just a

t t t, t I I tr r tl lirl(, / guess. lt's been a pleasure designing Guidelines for the past 8 years

,tttl I lt4x, wr r art make it even better in the months and years to come.

Pirrc l,rrrk Dive Lodge has been designed by cave divers t0 meet the needs of divers.Whh affordable

,r( ( onrmodation and only 5 minutes driving time t0 the best cave diving sites in the South East of South

Au,,tr,rlr,r (Pines, Tank, lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, Fossil, Sisters, Mud llole, Stinging Nettle Cave), divers can

|il,rxirIi\(,tlreir time in the water.Followthe blue signs.

I lrrr,r, lx,r lrgorn s accommodate up t0 1 2 divers, Relax between d ives in the open plan, self-catering kitchen a nd

rlr,rr iou,, livirrtl ,rrr,,r are ideal for divers or cave diving c0urses,300 bar air fills and BBQ facilhies are available,

l'irrr, I,rrrkl)ivllork;i'isclosetotheGlencoeGeneral Storeforall yourfuel,bottleshop,

po,,l ollir r,, I I II'o5,n(i store item needs.

Pine Tank Dive Lodge

Lake Edward Road

Glencoe, South Australia

Phone 08 8739 4020

Mobile 0438 833 103

Email stay@ptdivelodge.on.net ,\ll tlt, lx-,1, l),tva lily)n[, Dcsigner.
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llrrrrr ',rrrllrrrly rl lrrn rrll rorne (roshing down. tir$ly with the los of

{ l)lA rrrrrrrrlror lloh MrAlislcr in (ilsbys Sinkhole in Morch 201 0, ond

llrr:rr rr 1llrrr lrrlrrr wrllr llrc deoth of Agnes Milowko in Tonk [ove. The

( llAA rrxlrrrrrrrrrr rxl llrc los of two of its members in o short period of

ltrrrrr llrrr rrrrrlrrr ort: irrlue$ed in us ogoin. the Iondowners ore

rr!rvnr', lnrl llru l)irrxlors ore reviewing $ondords, procedures ond

r!1;rrIrlrrrrr', ',0 ilr0 lltcsc the octidenls thot hod to hoppen? Were

e1u rrvr:rrhrrr Irr',rrrlr rrvcrrls or is it posible b indefinitely porticipote

trr rr',1 lrrlrrrr rrrlvrrrrlrttc posl limes without losing our friends?

I lrrr wrrlrrrll llrr,, rrrlirlrr rrol becouse I hove the 0nswe6 l0 these

rlur',lrnr',, lrrrl lrrrrrrrr,,o I locl we connol ignore the elephont in the

rrrrnr Wu rrrrorl Ir rrr krrowlctll;c lhese events ond be oble lo discuss

lInrrr rrrrrorrl;',1 rrrrr',rrlvlr lwr cxperienced ond much loved members

nl lrl l',',or rulrrrn lurvrr rlilri orrrl we owe il them fu reflect on whol

Iur', [,r1r1r,,rr,,rl lrrrl lu rorgrttul in o responsible, positive bul N0T

Iy,,h,rrr rrl rurrrrrrrr ll r', rrol llrc linc for knee lerk reoctions, but it is

rrrrhrlrrly rr lrrrrrr kr ro',rrrrlilisrr cvr:ryllrirrg we do. We mu$ exomine

llu lrrrl,, ll llrr,',rr rrrrrrIrrrl', urrrl rkrlcrtttinc if our diven hove been

l,,1 rlrrwrr hy rr lrrwrrrrrr; ol lrrrirrirrr; slrrrttlnrds, 0 gener0l l0ss 0f

wrrlrrunr',lrtI rrrnr;rrtrul Ir llrrr ;tmviuus r;ctterotion, by o creep-

trr11 
' 
lrlrrll', lr [!{ llurlln', rrt llr lrtroIrt;y, or Iy rrrr ittsidious element

rl r rlllrItr rtr y llrrrl r orru,', wlrtrr cvrrrylltttrr; n loo t;ttotl [or too long.

l.[:y . lllrrulrrirrl lrrr ',rrrvrvrrl r', rr', rlIrvrrrrl lrrrIry rrs il wtts wlten it

wrr. wrtltr,r ,1,,Illr rItrl,,lrtrl lt1;lrl',, ltrtrttrrtr; ttnrl t;tts tcstttvcs.

Irlrr,,rr, llr,,.r, (l lilt ilwtl lnlll

Becouse of my involvement pro{essionolly (os o diving medicin

physicion wilh 0n interest in occident onolysis), through being o

office beorer of the CDAA (os Sofeff 0fficer), ond personolly (0s

friend of Agt), I om not ot liberty t0 reveol m0ny detoils of the octi

dents which 0re obtriously the subiecl of police ond coronic

enquiries. However il is cleor thol some issues ore g0ing t0 be dls

cussed 0nd exomined in close detoil by the osociotion, ond thot w,

ore going t0 be scrutinised by the oulhorities with regord to certoir

oreos. This is on inevitoble 0nd ne(essory port of ony fotolity inves

tigotion. We should embroce ihis proces ond toke the 0pportunil

to improve ony deficiencies thot ore reveoled. lsues like deplh, solL

diving, sidemounting ond evolving lechnologies like rebreother use

will oll come under the miooscope ogoin. As I soid, we need to con

solidote our (urrenl troining ond policies ond not moke ony rosl

decisions obout these oreos.

Some smoll positives hove come from these terrible events. The relo

lionship between the South Au$rolion police ond the IDAA hos beer

strengthened enormously. A number of meetings with SAP0['

Woter Response Unit beginning 2 yeors ogo to discus these exot

yenorios meont thot when the deoths occurred li0ison wos swift onr

efficient. Hoving volued memben like SE Representolive Grotri

Peorce immediotely qvoiloble to the police during the l(ilsbys recov

ery ruos very helpful to the police diven. Gront wos oble to osis

with gos onolysis, discusion of equipment configurotions, the sitl

itself ond typicol cove diving procedures oll ofwhich mode interpre

Irrliorr ol llrc srorrc orrd fhe evidence rnurh more

rlruirllrllorwrrrrl lor the police. Grontt role (ond

llro burdcrr he shouldered) should not be

rirrrlcre$inroted ond the ossociotion owes him

our lhonks.

llrc reloionship between the CDAA ond SAP0L

wus truly le$ed with Agne(s deoth in Tonk

ftrve. For fie fint lime in the history of

Au$rolion cove diving, fie police divers were

loced with o recovery lhot they could not com-

plcte lhemselves. Au$rolion commerciol diving

slondords reslrict police diving octivities to

oquipment con{igurotions ond procedures lhot

ore simply not compotible with long distonce

penetrofions. or depths below 50m. Ihere hos been on unwriflen (in

[oct olmo$ unspoken) 0greement between the police ond the cove

diven thot in such o siluolion, it moy become neresory for volun-

Ieers like our memben to osist with 0 re(overy or rescue. ln the

IJSA, o body known os lhe IUCRR (lnternotionol Underwoler Cove

Reyue ond Recovery 0rgonisotion) responds to oll cove diving inci-

dents. Under the direction of fie policg members effed the recovery

with oppropriote otlention Io evidence ond preservotion of the crime

s(ene. ln tron(e the SSF performs the some role. In New Zeolond

ond the UK, e$oblished (ove rescue orgonisolions regulorly osist

the outhorities. Au$rolio is weli behind these countries becouse of

legislotive issues ond infrequency oI evenls.

0nce Agnes wos locoted fie police were foced with firee oplions, oll

of which were seriously convossed. [lose the cove, dig o hole down

to where Agnes loy, or ollow IDAA memben fie opportunity to

ottempt the rerovery. By ollowing us to proceed, the polire put on

cnormous 0mount 0f tru$ in the group ond olso exposed lhemselves

lo significont risk if o further occidenl occurred. I underslond outhor-

ily rome from fie highe$ levels on o doy-by doy bosis to ollow lhe

operolion lo proceed. Agoin, we should not undere$imole the bur-

rlen SAP0L shouldered to ollow this to hoppen.

0rr the doy lhe olorm wos roised when Agnes wos overdue, it wos

lorlunote thot o number of experienced sidemount rove divers were

irr lhe Mount thot weekend. lnlimole knowledge of the port of Ionk

(lvc Ag wos exploring wos held by John Vonderlee$ ond Jurgen

(iolrror, so o preliminory seorch wos quick to locoie o new line 600m

irrlrr lhc cove where Ag wos diving. From thot time sequenliol dives

rnurrrxl until lhe sod discovery wos mode. Nine divers worked

rixoly wilh llre police for the nexl 5 doys to sofely recover Agnes

rttrrl lrcr orpiprncrrl lrorn the cove. The experience for oll concerned

wos troumotic, but voluoble should onother similor eveni ever occur.

lmportorrtly, we dernolslroled lhot volunteer cove diven ron be

ulilised lo perlorrrr recovery work under the supervision of the police.

ond I believe this will help cement the relotionship thot we ore con,

tinuing to build.

The leom leornt o number ol imporfont lessons ond techniques ond

fiese will be documenled with the police during future meetings. h

is hoped lhot this recovery will provide fie impetus for on MOU to

be drown up to formolise 0n orrongemenl belween covers ond

SAP0L Another lesson leornl wos lhe core required in deoling with

medio. Unfortunoiely on bolh oaosions CDAA members spoke h fie

medio withofi the knowledge or oufiority of ihe police or the direc

tors. This could hove could hove coused o greot deol of unnecessory

onguish b the fomilies of the deceosed ond difficulties for the osso-

ciotion. lf in doubt, soy nothing!

Whether by good luck or good monogement, the CDAA hos hod o

long period of fotolity free diving. Sodly fiot ero hos finished ond

time will tell whether the fotolities were down to bod luck or bod

m0nogement. Regordless, it would be inexcusoble if we ollowed

these events Io poss without eoch ond every one of us $opping to

consider our own diving stylet our opprooch to risk monogement

ond our personol limits. I hope the members ond directors respond

in o sensible ond oppropriote foshion to these terribly sod events. ln

the {ullness of time. I hope we con discus the deoths colmly ond

openly, ond leorn from the lessons lhot might be reveoled.

Stoy sofe.

Richord Honis

#1360

Sofety Officer

Slnct thc l)iccaninnie Ponds double fatatity in 1984, the CDAA has
prltlcrl itsclf in its subsequent flawless safety record. We have had a
It'w bcnt divers, we have had a few iniuries and we have probably
Irrrtl sonrc near misses. But the lach of a fatality in 26 years of busy

cilvc diving has given us a perception of being a world-class
organisation from a safety perspective. We have been quich to

brundish this safety record to defend the sport, comparing ourselvet
Iuvourably with overseas cave diving communities who have been
It'ss fortunate or luchy. We congratulate ourselves on our excellent
truining, our strict access protocols and vigorous self-regulation...
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FOR SALE

ll:rrrr:r Cornpressor with 3 phase
clnr:lric motor (attached), and

rrrkliliorrirl 9 HP Honda Petrol motor.
Air Dclivery 170 lpm (6 cfm)

:rl 330 bar (4700 psi)
llr cxr:ullcnt condition with recent
ovrr lrrrtrl (valves) & new HP filter.

Price $8,500.00
oorrlircl Russcll Kitt 0407 844 099
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This notice is issued pursuont to Clouse 32 o{ the Constitution ond serves to odvise members thot
the Annuol Generol Meeting of ihe Cove Divers Associotion of Austrolio lnc. will be held on
September 24lh ol the Port Educqtion Cenlre, Porl Melbourne Victoriq.

The Annuol Generol Meeting will commence ot 6:00pm ond will conclude no loter thon 7:00pm.

This notice olso serues to coll for:
'Nominotions for Nqtionol Director;

Publicotions & Records Director ond Site Direclor
*Member motions

*Amendmenls to the Constitution

The Returning Officer musl receive nominotions for the Direclorote positions
no loler thon the close of business Fridoy Augusl 4lh, 2011 .

Mqil to: CDAA - PO Box 286, Fqirfield VIC 3078

The Business Director must receive member motions ond proposols for omendments
to the Constiiution no loler ihon close of business Fridoy August 4th, 2011 .

Items received ofter this dote will not be occepted nor will ony exlensions 1o this dote be gronted.

Moil to: Business Director - PO Box 286, Fqirfield VIC 3078

Members inlending 1o nominote for on Office Beorer position musl be eligible, poid up members of the

Associotion os de{ined in lhe Constiiution. Nominotions should be occomponied by o pr6cis not exceeding
two hundred ond fifty [250] words detoiling skills, experience ond ochievements relevonl 1o the duties ond

responsibililies of the nominoted position. The responsibilities of Office Beorers ore contoined in the

Constitulion of ihe Associotion. Nominotions must be in wriling ond be signed by the nominee, the proposer

ond the seconder oll of whom musl be eligible, poid up members of lhe Associolion.

Thepollingdolecloseforlheelection(if required) is Mondoy lgth September,20ll-
The election of Office Beorers ond voling on omendments lo lhe Constilulion will be conducted entirely

by postol bollot. lf you wish to vole you must be on eligible, poid up member of the Associotion ond you

rrusl only use the bollot popers to be provided in the next issue of Guidelines (#1'l 7) or by speciol moil out.

The bollot popers must reoch lhe Reiurning Officer no lolerlhon close of business,

Mondoy l9lh Seplember, 2011.
Detoiled voling informolion will be provided with the bollot popers.

Queslions moy be direcled to the Returning Officer.

Andrew Cronon, Business Director - business@covedivers.com.ou

Contocl $uzonnc an0427 884729 or Emoil:

w w lvrf u stahedl od ge.e o m. alr

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTMLIA lnc.

NOTICE OF 2()TI ANNUAL GENERAI TI,IEETING,

ETECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS AND VOTING FOR MEMBER
I/IOTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONAT AMENDMENTS
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PTEASE NOTE:
At the time of publicotion, Guest Speokers for the 2011

Symposium were still being orgonised. The event will be on
September 24lh ond 25th crt ihe Port Educotion Centre,

343-383 Lorimer Slreet, Porl Melbourne Victorio.
Check the CDAA website in eorly July for rhe finolised
itinerory ond times, plus o full list of Guest Speokers.

Articles for
Guidelines

. Send articles by email or
on disc in the mai!!

. Email to publications@cavedivers.com.au
and seapicsdavebryant@ gmail.com

. Text files should be saved as Word files or
Simple Text and pictures as separate jpegs.

. lf mailing please send jpegs and text on disc
to PO Box 2198 Rosebud 3939 Victoria.

. Pictures saved from digital camera or
scanned from photos must be at least
200 300 dpi at 15cm wide, RGB files,

iurd saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's,
rur Tiffs if mailing.

JUNE 20,I,I - PAGE,Il
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fhis yeurs'merm&ers' *,?r$$f &e am

AII.ENDAI.E EAST
GENERAT STORE.

Opgn ? Days
?am tifi l,ate!

Clean Dirers Air
FREE Tea and Coffee while you wait!

CDAA Members Discount!

Great:Take-away fmd
and 0eneral Supplies!
S52 Bay Road,Allendale East

Phonq (08) 8?58 7274
John,*nronaNEria,

TeE
TDI Advanced

TDI Exfended

TtrlI Canze Sldemounf
PADI Tec qO
PADI TEC L{5
PAD! Tec 50
PADI Trtmtx b5
IANTD Adrzonced
IANTtrl Technlcdl
IANTD Normo<iE Trimix
IANTE CCR EANZE

lrrfo@lrlnar:rtba, oom,au
www,ldcacuba.com,au

J



Thf mort cxclting news to report is the
EDAAI purchase of Tank Cave on 26th May
10.11, Wc now own an asset that I hope
wlll inrute the financial viability of the
altoclttlon for years to come.

lwould like to take this opportunity to acknowledge

the contribution of several people who have been

lnEtrumental in the purchase.

Wrnlck McDonald - lt is important to recognize

Wcrrlckl role in the financial management of the

€DAA over the last 10 years. When he became

Natlonal Director he injected funding into the associ-

atlgn from hls personal finances, which ensured that

thE CDAA was able to continue operating success-

fully, From there we have now become arguably the

mogt Euccessful cave diving management organisa-

tlEn ln the world. Warrick was also influential in the

n€gotlgtlon stage of the Tank Cave purchase, The

day after he stood down as the National Director I

ackcd him to approach the owner on our behalf. I

:tlll raeall hls excited call announcing that Mr Rob

Eyecr wes prepared to sell" The rest iJ now history...

iob Dyctr - As the landowner Mr Dycer has, for

meny years, allowed CDAA members to dive his

w6nd6rful cave site. He has been supportive of the

Ele and advised on council and state government

Itlucg so that we could successfully receive permis-

:len for the non-complying subdivision allowing the

5al€ tB progress, I would like to thank him not only

fer hlc agtlstance but for his perseverance and sup-

p€ft ef eave dlvlng in the SE of South Australia.

laCnw Crcnrn - Negotiating the minefield of

lggal and flnenclcl papers without the assistance of
Andew wculd be a near impossible task, His expert-

l$ lF manaqlnq the flnancial aspects of the negotia-

ti€n ESUlt€d ln the fevcrable outcome, for which the
EEAA ae tndcbtcd \

We as directors are often in the difficult position of

needing to weigh the impact of restrictive policies up

against the safety of our members and the long term

stability of our sport. We have received some great

input by members on the online forum and these

ideas have been considered in the final document.

There are a number of new regulations that are

about to be announced, and it is important to note

that we have not made these changes without some

angst and a lot of debate amongst ourselves. Please

make yourself aware of these via the website under

CDAA Regulations. Most pertrnent are those that

relate to solo diving, sidemount and rebreather pre-

requisites.

Solo diving has never been endorsed as a main

stream overhead diving methodology. Recent events

have bought this practice under the spotlight and as

a result we felt compelled to make a number of

changes. The aim behind these amendments is to
address any shortcomings within our regulations,

prior to the release of coronial findings. This preven-

tative measure will hopefully ensure that we can con-

tinue to self govern as an organisation. I want to be

clear that intent of the 'solo diving policy' is not to
restrict exploration. lt is a measured statement to
ensure that divers remain in a position to assist a

buddy if it becomes necessary. What this means

practically is that one diver is able to dive an area as

the team member remains in a position to support in

the event of an emergency. The distance and supporl

method is left to an individual dive team to manage.

I trust this is a workable policy that maintains local

community and landowner confidence, yet allows

productive and safe exploration. What we wish to

address is a diver entering a site solo and conducting

a complete dive in solo fashion, with no person in a
position to assist. This is a liability concern.

Constitutional amendments will be announced in thc

next issue and we encourage members to vote on

I I r, ,',r , I rr rr I ovr,r r]Ltt, r ltanges to ensure the viability of
tlrr,r rlr lwriuld ike to thank the constitution com-
rrrllli' lor lheir immense contribution to the work
r,rr, I, ,'l,rl e on Ihis documenL.

/\', rrrcntioned by David the designer, we are workrng
low,rrcls improving our magazine. The look and feel

'l 'Guidelines'has evolved from a club based
rrlwsletter allowing members communication with
orrr, another, to a world class cave diving magazine.

W,now have many international divers, landowners,
( rOVerflr'reflt departments and caving organisations
tlr,rl receive it quarterly, allowing them remain updat-
r,rl with what is happeninq 'downunder'. To that
r,nrlwe are working at keeping politics in house and

lrrrhlishing Guidelines as a non-politicised Magazine,

rr'yrresenting us as a group of divers any member
would be proud to be a part of.

l)i,,cussions on the online forum highl qhted an inter-
,,',1 in workshops directed for both rcbrcalhcr d vr,rs

,rrrrl sidemounters. We are workinq towarrls inr lrrrl

rrrr; these workshops at this years' AGM ,rrrrl lr,rvl

pencilled in several l,rr il l,rlor', llr llrr, .,rrrrl,ry of the
event weekend. This will ,rl ow lrollr orr n',lnr.lors
and members to be upskrllt,rl, ,rrrrl lln', lrr,rrllil rrs as

an organisation. Additionally w llr llrr, lrr,1p ol llrc
safety officer, Richard Harris, we aro irllrrrlrrr(l lo rrrrl
a number of diver recovery workshops .rrrrl 1rl,in on

bringing out an international instructor kr lLrrllrcr

educate those who are interested. For those ol you

who are, please contact the safety officer via email.

It has further been suggested on the online forum
that state meetings need to be held I intend to
arrange them in the near future, however not all

directors will attend each state. This will enable us to
meet members face to face and address concerns

they may have or act on suggestrons they wish to
express. Please visit the website for those pending

announcements.

Take care

5lcve Tnrwav,rs
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I<TARST
GEOLOG
Ihe 'Womhut Holes'of OlenGo r

ln this article l'm going to look at a different aspect of Iimestong faultline

and volcanic effects not very far away from the Sinkholes of Mount Gambi r

but very different in terms of prospecting for cave diving sites.

Forces on the Mount Gambier Limestone.
l,r,,l yr,,! | wrotc about an increasing understanding of the

ntr,r,r{ lron lx'lweon limestone, faultlines and volcanoes in the

[,4(,unl (',ilr1)i(,r rr:gion. Before that, cave and sinkholes here

wr,rr, r;r'n,r,rlty thought to be only formed by groundwater

ilr)v{,m('nl tlrrough the limestone to the coast. Now we know

,r Irl nrorr,,rlnut faultlines, especially the large deep ones like

Ilrl l,rrlw,rup Fault and the Nelson Fault. Their strong relation-
,,lrr1r to r,rvcs in the region was discovered in my research

,rlrrut tlrr, 1 20'km long Kanawinka Fault to the east and north

wlrrr lr I linkcd directly to the formation of the larger

N,rr,rroorlr, [aves. This has given us a bigger picture of why

,,rvr,,, ,rrrrl sinkholes across the whole region are clustered

trrr;r,tlrr,r irr lints and groups. At Naracoorte the large dry caves

,rll ,rlrr;rr cx,rr lly ,rlong the Kanawlnka Fault zone. ln the case of

tlr, ',rrrklrol,s ,rround Mount Schank, we have identified that
llrr,rr lrrrr;r, volrrrnos were dissolved by deep acidic volcanic

r1,r,,r,., r onirrr; up big faultlines from below and activating the

rpurrrrrlw,rtr,r rrr,,u the surface within the limestone.

Small Caves - Changes in Cave Diving exploration.

This article concentrates on the smaller, flatter lower cave sys-

tems below water level and the potential in the region to find

more of them. One reason for looking at this is that cave div-

ing itself in Mount Gambier has changed remarkably over the

Iast I 0-1 5 years or so. When we set up the CDAA and the train'

ing techniques, even Penetration divers were still on air with

large tanks and limited to passages of that size. This has all

changed with the appearance of sidemountt small-diameter

tanks and the simple fact that serious cave divers have to work

a lot harder to explore systems than we did when the CDAA

formed and when discovery of new caves and passages was

fairly easy. Small caves and holes and dolines were simply

bypassed then but are now being closely examined by the new

breed of chve divers who have real skills in this searching.

Therefore knowing something about the geology of small sys'

tems to predict discovery zones will be very useful, and I am

going to concentrate one significant cave area in the Mount

Gambier region where I reckon the prospects for discoveries

look very good but which

has been almost complete-

ly overlooked over all the

years.

An intense zone of
cave development.
There's a whole scattering

of known caves and sur-

face solution features run

ning WNW from Mounl

Gambier (Fig 1). I have only

marked a few of the well

known ones, which anr

roughly in groups. They all

range from approximately

10-35m deep and most ol

tlrlrrr r,,rr lr lrckrw lhc water table. Generally the deeper ones

,rrl orr lll, ro,rstward side (Fig 4 - cross-sections). The whole
,rr,,,r rr rr,l,ttively flat limestone with one enormous exception -

tlr,' lrrrry' volcanic block of Mount Watch and The Bluff, which

,rrl llrr, south-eastern end of the Mount Burr volcanic Range
(l rrl /). These volcanoes are far older than Mount Gambier and

Morrrrl Schank. They forced their way up through the Gambier

Irrl'stone, fractured the limestone all along their edges where
(,rv(,5 are now found and because of their rock type and their
orir,rrlation, they completely disrupted the local groundwater

nr{)v(,rnent from Dismal Swamp towards the coast. Therefore

w,rtr,r had to find its way along and around the edges of the
vok,rnoes.

The "Wombat Holes" - dolines everywhere!

I h,rve marked the area known as the "Wombat Holes". They

,rrt nothing Iike wombat holes! ! ! They are an intense doline
,rrrrl sinkhole field - at least 50 steep cone-shaped depressions

,rll ,rcross the northern slopes of The Bluff and lVlount Watch,

rkrwn onto the southern edge of the Glencoe valley (Fig 3).

Anywhere in limestone country which has a concentrated clus-

tr,r of dolines and depressions is a magnet for cave hunters.

\orne of these dolines are seriously big and have pine forests

lrl,rnted right through them.One or two wcrc used by the

Irrals as a rubbish dump for many years until disposal ol rrrlr
lrish on karst country was prohibited by law as il lxrllrrl0s llrr'

rrrral groundwater (CDAA members and research h,rtl,rtt itrlltt

lnce on the declaring of this State legislation). Yotr c,tn htkc or

rlrive all up around the northern slopes ofThe BIull,tntl l\4ottttl

W,rtch and as far west as The Three Sisters C,rvr' ,tttrl sll
rkrlines everywherel

Why are the Wombat Holes there?

llrt,Bluff may be up to one million years old (although dates

lor the Mount Burr volcanics are not very certain) so the waters

ol Dismal Swamp from the northeast built up over a very long

lirnc against this barrier or tried to drain around its eastern end

llrt could not because the land surface there is an old sea coast

rIrne ridge (Fig 4: cross-section C-C), 5o the swamp and

ryrrrundwater could only pond up against the north edge ofthe
Ilhrlf and sink into the limestone. This would have accumulat-

r,rl lor a very long time but the really important thing is that the

rlrorrndwater would also have picked up acidity from the min-
lr,rls in the ash layers ofThe Bluff and MountWatch as it sank

rrrto the limestone. .Just as significantly, the limestone was

lrr,,rvily fractured by the upthrust of the volcanics and the

I rr r r,s through both faultlines. This meant the groundwater had

,rrr rrrrreased capacity to dissolve limestone and more fractures

rrr wlrich to do so. Groundwater standing around acidified for a

Irrrrl lirne could then easily dissolve complexes of low flat lime-
,,toil(,tunnels and mazes. Does this sound familiar? Yes - it's
,,rnrrl,rr lo Tank Cave and even Englebrechts Cave very close to
,rrrollrr,r volcano, Mount Gambier itsell
( )vi,r lor)Ucr time, this charged groundwater could also dissolve

l,rrr;r,r volrrrnes into which the Wombat Holes have collapsed,

rrrr,.rrrrrrr; llrorc will also be series of larger pre-collapse rooms

rrrrrlr,r tlrir ,rrr',r. ln ,rcldition to this process, rain falling on the
ri,,[.rrrrr ,,lopr,,, ol tillrr,r,,irk' north orsouth ofThe Bluffand

The whole volcanic range showing three
main fault zones in biro.

MountWatch couldn't soak in, so it ran down off the sides for
perhaps a million years into the sunounding limestone, form-

ing simple stream-passages down to the groundwater. A com-

bination of these systems and larger rooms has created the

space for the intense cluster of large collapse dolines that form

the Wombat Holes" The predicted systems on multi-levels, slope

angles and larger rooms are shown in dotted form on the right-

hand sides ofthe cross-sections in Fig 3.TheWombat Holes got

their name not from the large multiple dolines but the small

passage entrances and rock ledges at the bottom of many of

these, where exploration prospects are best. 0nly, wombats

have had a good look in these so far!

Relationship of Tank Cave
to the Wombat Holes
The main passage directions of the 7000 metres of Tank Cave

do not run towards the Wombat Holes (ie in the direction of
groundwater flow) but at right angles to this and parallel to

the Mt Burr volcanic Ranges. That is, Tank Cave runs mainly

along the direction bf the fractures in the limestone caused by

the volcanos forcing themselves up the nearby faultlines, This

will be the same for predicted passage patterns underneath

the Wombat Holes doline complex, with the additional likeli-

hood of downhill drainage passages caused by the runoff from

the mountain.
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,70- .,50fiB hU t€ Lnl ( eve't length ls the numerous short and small

ffitt.galGgFt whlch connect each main line together. lt is

llHl thlt lherp tonneciors exlst because they were formed or

tnlrtgad by thcmlcally actlve water runoff draining down the

reuthirn clde of The Bluft and that without The Bluff being

$pre, there rrots'tunnels and the muhiple main fracture pas-

SeEu 0f Tenk Cave would hardly exist at all. There are a num-

bai ef long thln fracture caves further south out on the lime-

ftone plaln towards Kongorong and the coast which are single

llneer passage systems up to several hundreds of metres long,

wlth underurater sections, but with no known adjacent similar

parellel passages or evidence of containing any cross-passages

er sldcways connections, This seems to be the pattern for caves

ln tha undlsturbed limestone plainq compared to the limestone

next to the mountains which has been subjected to huge lev-

6rlng forces by the emerging volcanoes. Therefore the same

patterns are highly likely on all sides of the volcanoes'

larger rooms to the northwest

I also mentioned that larger passages and rooms are likely

lower down under the mountainsides. These are more likely

lrrw,rrrl,, llrl western (Mount Watch) end

wlrr,rr, llrl lluee Sisters Cave is found, and

tlr, l,rrtlr'r sizo of Tantanoola Sinkhole and

l,rkr' ( ,rvr, on llrc southern side flanks of the

r , rr rr;r, , rr r, r,vir L,nr t' of this trend. The faultline

rrrrrrrrrrrl r;r,nlr,rlly Ihrough the Tantanoola

rou,r;r,nr,r,rt,rl crrough heat and pressure

wlrrrlr "rookcrl" lhc limestone around the

l,rrrl.rrrool,r lorrrisl Cave locality and trans-

loililr,rl rl ilrlo,rrrolht,r rock type - dolomite -

wlr, lr r,, .r Irl lr,rrrl'r ,rnd has many fractures.

lt r', ,r lrr,,rrrlrlrrl grrnk lruiltling stone which is

rlrr,rrrrr,rl ,rl Lrrrl,rrrool,r rr{,,rr the TouriSt Cave

tlrrrr' ,rrrrl lr.,rlrrrr,', ttt tlrt Jens Hotel, the

N4nrrrl (r,rrrlrrr,r llolll ,ttttl the Town Hall

, lrrrl rll i r rr llrl rrr llrl ltr', tt I rrl Mttunt Gambier

,rty lt r', lrIr.ly llr,rl llrl lllr'tt on the lime-
',llIr' r)l lil0t{' ttrlItr"r' ;rtr","tttt's around

M,,ull W.rl,lr ,,rl',r.rl lry tl', r,tttt,tt;t,ncc and

\r/lrr, lr ,1,,r' r,rl, {l tlrt, r,,, [ ,rlll't,rltrltt (effeC

Irv, ly rrr,'l,rrrrlrl,lrt',rrr) lr,r', ,rllrrwlrl w,tlor to
,1.v,' ,,1, Lrt,1, r t,,,,ttt', tt lltt'. .'rrttr' (',r't Iitttt A

/\) llr Ir Irtrllr, t tl,,\^/r r,lIrlr' (',r'r lrrrrr ll B),

rnrlr, lr rrr,ry 11." ,',lrl,rrrr *,lty l,tttl { ,tvl tlttt's
rrrrl lr.rvI Lrtrl, trrrrtrt. ot rlIr'lr |),r',',,lllIW,ly',

llrr' lrolr.ttlt,tl ol llrr Wotttlr,tl lloltls

Wlt,tl lr,,lrtrtt,r1 rll llrl W,rtrrlr'rl llll,", olllt
l,,t tt,,vl ,.rvr". .rtrl tttr,l,'tw,tl, t lttltlt, l'.1

I llr', ltv.lV llt,'tr"', t wltr,lr ttt,'ttttl,tttt,ttll t,l

',lolrtttr; ,lt,rttr,,,;,' lr't ', trl tttltrllltrl rlrrwtt

w,rttl', tttlo ,r ',r't t.", ,l lr,rll,,rv ll,rl lrr'r.'r",V ,

It'tttr wlttrlr wrll l,, ,rt rrt lti',1 lrllrrw w.tlrt

level wrllr 1111' llfq llllr,rrl,,l 1,,rrl ll,,,,,ir',1 I rrrl

er rooms lttw,ttrl', llrr' l\4,rrtrrl W,tl,lr vvr" llttt
end.Also, lrttttt llt,', ro',,,,, ll,,lr', /\ /\'rlrrl li

B you can see that the blocking effect of the volcanoes mean

that caves will not form continuously across the 7 kms from th,

Wombat Holes area right through to Tantanoola (A-A) o

through to Tank Cave (B -B) but could do so from Kangaroo Fla

through the dune limestone ridge across to Considines cav

and also Earls and Blackmores Cave (which both reach water)

The high concentration of the spectacular dolines of th
Wombat Holes tells us that the potential occurs over at leas

'10 square kilometres along the northern flanks of the moun

tain, an area approximately 5 times that of the entire Tan

Cave cleared land down towards The Pines Sinkhole' This is

very large area for maze networks to develop! Today's breed c

cave divers have developed skills and techniques to pus

smaller passage systems but these skills do not have to b

restricted to underwater - the base of many of the Wombe

Holes require a bit of sand and rock rearrangement to g(

down the edges of the rockpiles beneath the to passage sy:

tems and ultimately to the water table. No-one has eve

mapped the pattern of all these dolines yet, to see where th

tines and clusters are most intense (patterns are everything t
a karst geologist). Grab a G-pick and a GPS and go for itl
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ljoimed th* iVl*lh*urn* univrxrsity tlnr:{*rwatmn t$uh !n ?{}*3; Ag was

Fl"esie{ent theit yr*r. *t wasri'{ ur:til n f*w y*;ll's };,rtet; w}:*n ! wals

President, that { $:mttmn ilil{ierstq"x"}e$ ane* q*r:vieei th* r:a{ural taler:t sh*

had fCIr gettrrlq hur:fimv*r stud*nts enthl*lsmd a[:*uI gctt[rlg up early

anrX gming r$iwlng" In Fe[:n.umry ]fifiS we r:{ir:i uur Iav15in[< cmurse

toE*ther; wit[r ffi*lve Sa:nrlel[t and ffitty Snltenherck fl,orn the Club, and

T*un'{ Altrr+r"l instl,ucxing frer first CDAA course.

ln mid-2005 I headed offto England for 1B months. coming off. Ag had another go at it, while I had a

Back in the country in 2006 Dean Chamberlain, Ag bright idea - to pass the dive, we needed to bring

and I were over in Mt Gambier every 2 to 3 weeks, out the jumps - I should cut the knot! Not the
practising for the Pen course. We were all still brightest idea, as the end of the line attached to
determinedly backmounted at this point, removed the surface slipped from my fingers. Blindfolds
by Ag on one notable occasion to facilitate an exit came off and we proceeded to the surface for a

from the bottom of Mudhole. Neither of her bud- stricttalking to, followed by drunken rationalisa-
dies was too impressed with the unscheduled and tions that night at the Avalon.
unpracticed manoeuvre, but Ag was unfazed by Ag and I were both distraught at our failed
what ifs - she was comfortable and under control. attempt - maybe we weren't meant to be cave

On the Easter weekend in 2007 we set out on our divers? We had a lot of discussions about that dive,

Pen course, progressing through the Goulden's and why we were both so focused on "passing"

training dives and streis test. i6. tiot site dive in the dive that we forgot the ultimate aim was to
pines siw Ag and I buddied together. With blind- exit the cave. The lesson that stuck with me was

folds appliei down past the st6p sign, we began to that every learning experience you have with

return to the surface, reaching ift. iirrt of ori someone there to rescue you is one to be grateful

jumps between the "permanent lines" laid for the for. I firmly believe that a regular reminder of the

course. After a few mlnutes of hanging on Ag's limits of your skills and decision-making abilities

arm, I realised we weren't going anywhere, and under stress is the best gift for every cave diver.
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orl' c rnoved her over so I could have a go.
Later that year we had another go at the site dives,

lty this point the spool was wrapped three times in which went without mishap and we were free to
r,,rrh direction around the line, and definitely not explore. We were still heading to Mt Gambier
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Locality map showing the Wombat Holel
Tank Cave and Pine Tank Lodge.
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FrFty llriitrr vv1,1,[', [1 ',,r, r lorf.ltltl tll) l)l('l('(ltllSite
rliuF- lrt l,rrrln I rrvr, (ltrlotlttn,tlr,ly lor Atl tlris

lrairlr,rrerl thllrl ,r,,',lr,lrr,,trk,rl oll lor a year in
ll,rrlrl,r, .rrrrl ,,lrr.rlrrhr'l lr,rvt'lltc tirne to get into
l,rrrl" llrlr w,r rr,rlrrr,rlly,r((otnpanied by very llttle
:yrrrp,rtlry lronr ,rrry ol rts, attd justifiably so as the
t'rrr,rll rr.Ior lr lrlr;,ttt t<l (orne home.

Wlrilt. rrr lLrritl,r At; rlid over 200 cave dives, mostly
in ( rlnnrr, orr lrt.r w,ry home from work. Not being
,rlrlr. lo lrrul lrrrtltlics every evening, Ag began solo

rlrvtrrr; nrorr. lrcqucntly. This
r rrlrnrn,rlr,tl in lrcr doing solo
cxlll()r,rlion lrcyond the end
ol llrr,r;okl lirrc rcstriction at
4(XX)ll,,rrrrl lhus getting her-
,,r,ll lr,rrrrul f rom the park
rlrortly lx'lorc rnyself and two
,,rvr, rlivirrt; friends turned up
lo vr.,rl lror. Tlre time we
,,pr,rrl willr Aq was punctuat-
r,tl lry lrr,r,rrrswering the
plrorrr,, ,r Irricf pause, then
"Yr,,rlr, il's lrue! Unbelievable,
rrylrl l/"

Wrllr lrt'r cmployer Dive Rite
.,lruttirrr; down operations for
two wccks over Christmas,
,rrrrl lr,tnned from her
l,rvour ilc dive site, Ag was

lorr r,rl to f ind something else

lo rIr Ilris turned out to be

Irr rr lrr rt; lrt.r way through a

rr.itr( lron irr nearby Baptising Cave, and two weeks
r rl krrolliru; line, filling tanks, diving virgin cave and

rol nnr( lr slcep. Nearly 2km of new passage put Ag
rrr.r l,rrrly r,xclusive club among cave divers, and her
\tur rtl ul) ol llrc cave is a very good read.

I 
' 'lL 'wlr(l llrcst. cxploits (and in no particular

,,rrlr.r), Ar;;oirrctl Wes Skiles's Bahamas projectfor
llrr. N,rlrorr,rl (,t'oqraphic, and talked her way into a

j,,lr ,r., ,r ,,lrrrrl tlrtrblc for 5anctum. She got herself
tr,rrrr,rlon lwo rlillcrcnt rebreathers, and came
rl,,wr lo l,r',,,rr,witlr us to put some more line in
Irrlr'r'.. I yr'( ,rvr, rrr (r tk.<;rce water. Ag finally got
rlt, l.rrrl , ( rnrl)l(,1(,(l llrc f;rrniliarisation dives and
\,vr,rrl ,rr lrr lrnrllr,w l),tss,l(lo off Ctunnel. She

i,,rr,rl ',lu [/l,tr rplrl{)rr, lrip lo thc Blue Holes in
llr r.rr..l.rtrrl, .lrrI rrn,|.,rrlrsr,rlttcttt tripto Florida
i,,rrrr.{ liI lrIr lfir. rrr ll,r1rlr,,rrrr1 (,tVt'tO PeaCOCk

r ,r, t, i,illr Lrrrrr", l,rl.rtrrl
1i\/ill, lirr iirrrrrrl,rlr, '.1r,. ,lr',, r,vr,tr,rl ovlt lkttt rlf ncw
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passageway and 6 sumps in Elk River in Gippsland,

the most significant find in Victoria in decades.

Joining the Cocklebiddy push expedition, she sur

prised the rebreather boys by turning up at the
end of the third sump on open circuit, well past

Chris Brown's line. She also dropped an underwat('
camera in another sump for over six months.
Surprisingly enough, it didn't work when extracte(
but she did talk Canon into replacing it for her
under warranty. As those who have had to deal

with the Canon warranty department will under-
stand, this may be her most
significant achievement.

Mixed in with all of this, Ag
managed to do some naughty
things on another Nullarbor trir
and get herself banned by the
CDAA for a year. That ban

expired last October; and in

early February we drove over ti
Mt Gambier for a Tank Cave

weekend. Capitalising on her

modelling skills acquired durin,
her time with Wes, I got some

excellent shots in F tunnel
before helping her to map her
new areas in c tunnel.

Two weeks later on Sunday

February 27th, I was leaving

Piccaninnie Ponds to return to
Melbourne when we were con

tacted to say that Ag was late
back from a Tank Cave dive. Over the following
week, I was part of the team of CDAA divers who
brought her body to the surface. The CDAA is

blessed with Iittle experience in this area, and the
excellent co-operation and assistance of the Policc'

made our grim task much easier.

The recovery team divers completed a short
statement before leaving Mt Gambier; which was

cleared with the Police. Some of you may have

seen this on various internet forums, and it is

reprinted in this issue. With Ag's death reported t,

the Coroner; this is all that can be said at this tinrr'

ln the time since that week, I have done a lot of
thinking about Ag, her diving, the recovery
process, and about my own diving.

A lot of people facilitated Ag's journey to becorrtl
the diver she was - she influenced, persuaded arrrl

t onvinced an impressive list of people to help her
out, with a big smile and her winning personality.

5he made a lot of friends and put a lot of energy
irrto communicating her passions to others.

Ag had natural talent in the water, both in her
rkills and in her mental approach. She put serious

thought and effort into her training, skills and dive
lrip preparation, which was not always evident to
those who saw the speed at which her diving was

progressing. I never knew her to panic on a dive.

The risks she took were rational and calculated,
underpinned by her comfort underwater and her
confidence in her own abilities.

When exploring new caves, we balance the fear of
things going horribly wrong against the excitemcnt
of what's around the corner. The emotions at th(l
time influence our attempts at the rational det ision

to continue or to turn back given gas supplics, gear

configuration, physical and mental comfort and thc
cave environment. Without fear to influence the
decision, that rational choice may be harder to
find. Knowing when to be afraid is essential to
cave exploration.

For my diving, it has been brought home to me

that I never want one of my friends to have to
stand with my mum as she cries next to a cave

entrance. And so my exploration will be more
considered. involve more redundancy, and a much

greater willingness to call the dive. I would ask

every member to reconsider the risks you take,
because they're not just your risks. Should you die
in a cave, your troubles are over. For the divers who
will try to bring you out to your family, the
difficulties are just beginning. Please, dive safe.

Liz Rogers

t3987

.rnd .rvlr.rrd details

()rr Srrrrrl,ry,//llr Illr,Arl w,r', r'xpkrtittt; irrlrrrk Cave,

rr,,irrr;,,irh,rnrlrrrlr,rl',llcl l,rtrk',. 5lrl ticrl oll to the

cxislirrt; t,rvr, lirrr' ,rtrrl ttt'k'tl ottl.

Aq trrxlippt'tl otto l,rttk lo;t,r',s llttottrllt,t sorios of

restrictions. At sonro groirtl slrt ttt,rrk' lltt rk'cision to

leave this tank to make lurlltt't ptoqrt*,s. At; continued

to explore before turning to conre horrre. Coming back

in silty conditionl she appears to havc lxtrr rrnable to

navigate a restriction. 5he ran out of air be'lorc shc

could return to her tank.

Her body was brought to the surface by cave divers on

Wednesday 2nd March, co-ordinated and supported

by the SA Police and with help from the SES. A full

investigation is being undertaken by the Coroner.

Ag was an inspirational diver who accomplished many

impressive feats in a short space of time. She will be

sorely missed by her Mum, Dad and many friends and

buddies.

ln recognition of Agnes' remarkable achievements

and legacy, The Agnes Milowka Memorial
Environmenta! Science Award

has been established by Mummu Media for
underprivileged schools in the area of science, marine

studies or exploration.

Donations are warmly welcome to the

bank account below:

BSB: 063-1 28

Account: 10431497

Account Name: Mummu Media - Agnes Milowka

Memorial Award.

For more details see:

http://www.agnesmilowka.com/index.php/awartls. h trnl



We dived many of the popu-

lar sites and I had the chance

to make some new friends as

well as meeting good friends

from previous trips. We dived

Manatee Springs uPstream

from Catfish Hotel and the

winding passage, combined

with reduced visibility, made

for some interesting scooter

riding. James Toland

described it as "Motocross

Scootering" which is PrettY

accurate. After 48 minutes

we turned and the strong cur-

rent made for a quick exit

MichealAngelo Gagliardi anc

scootered 2700 feet upstreal

in Ginnie Springs where u,

parked the scooters and stag

cylinders. A long jump to tl-

left took us into tl-

"lnsulation Room" whet

cave bacteria form large ye

low mats, just like fibregla

insulation. There is no curret

here and large pieces of ba

terial mat hang eerily in tl

clear water.

ln Peacock Springs we swa

the long, low, sandy passar

that eventually connects

Baptizing Spring. This conne

tion was made by Agn

Milowka and lames Toland

August 2010. The Passar

has a steady current flowir

south from Baptizing, whi

keeps it reasonably clear

fine silt. We swam a long w

but had to turn before v

reached the new line laitl i

Agnes and James. Flo;rlr,

back with the currerr I

thought about Agnes and how excited she

would have felt as she came back this way

after making the connection. My buddy

Tom Johnson, who knew Agnes well,

paused to write on his slate. "can you feel

Agnes". Yes I could... I guess we were both

thinking about her, and how much she

achieved in such a short time.

The workshop on Saturday 28 May was a

big event with more than 200 PeoPle

attending and displays of gear from a wide

range of suppliers. We heard some fascinat-

ing talks and the day concluded with pres-

cntation of awards. James Toland accepted

the Exploratron Award which was jointly

,rwarded to him and Agnes Mrlowka for

their work in connecting Peacock Spring to

Baptizing Spring. I was honoured to receive

the Science Award for development of the

radiolocation "Pingers" which have been

used in the USA and the Bahamas in recent

times.

It was a great week! My thanks to the NSS-

CDS, Forrest Wilson and my many friends in

Floridal Now ljust have to work out how to

go again next year?

Ken Smith

*National Speleological Society - Cave

Diving Section

{lf lf !!l I l'r\r,t ,rl
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Florida and the NSS-CDS I

Workshop, May 2011bvKen'-l
On tulday May
20th,2011 Forrest

Wllson and I left
Atlanta for "Cave

Country" in Florida.

Forrest has looked
after me well since

he first took me to
Florida in 1982 and
thls trip was no
exception. Fotest's
van was piled high
with cylinders and
scooters.
We had a week of
cave diving to do
before the AI55-

CDS* workshop on

Saturday 28 May.

ttmes loland
ncalves the
Exploration Award
lrom Kelly Jessop

E xp I o rati on Awa rd P rese nted
to James Toland and Agnes Milowka

EXPLORATIO]\ A\,vARI)
PRESENTED TO

JNIS TOITND AND A(;NH M[OI{T,[

+=- --<>.
IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OFYOUR

OUTSTANDING AND DEDICATED SERVICE

TOTHE

NATI()NAL SPILIOI,OGICAI, SOCIITY

CA\[I I]I\/IN[, SICTION
201 I

Science Award presented
to Ken Smith

I

SCIIiNCIi AWARI)
PRESENTED TO

KliN sN4l[r]Ht
<>,_+

IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF YOUR

OUISIANDING AND DEDICATED SERVICE

TO IHE

NATIONAL SPII,EOL()GICAI, SOCII1TY

CAVE DIVING SECI]()N
201 I
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GAUE DIUER$ ASSOGIffiII}IU MT E[!ffiYMAilA

M;til Io: Records Officer, PA Box 144, fieniey Eeaeh, SA 5022"

rrlllll,lltl(':

( rivr.rt Names:

Ar lrlrcss:

P/code 

- 

Mobile:

['lrone: (h) ( ) Date of Birth: 

- 

Gender:

(w) (-) Email:

In r:onsideration 0f me being accepted as a member 0f the Cave Divers Association o{ Australia lnc. ('CDAA'):

I I iUr{xr to indemnify and keep indemnified the Association, its directors, officers, employees, agents and c0ntractors against any liability, loss, expenl,'

rliIIl(t{rs, 0laints, suits, actions, demands, costs 0r pr0ceedings whether arisjng 0ut 0f statute or at comm0n law in respect of personal injury (includin0 Ll

n{)r;:;) or death arisinq 0ut 0f or in connection with 0r caused by any activity, function, event, dive, expedition, training or administralive task 0r 0bligatiri

ilrlulin0 but n0t limited t0 equipment failure, damage 0f equipment during transpoftation, failure to check equipment adequately prior to entering the walr

l,lrylr{:lrt toss of equipment, Iack 0f emergency, rescue or medical personnel or equipment at the site of an accident, l0ss 0f usable breathing gas, breathir

0iri rr)ntantination, incorrect measurement of oxygen concentrati0n in breathing gas, incotrect measurement of gas fractions in breathing gas, running 0ul ,

t)ri;rttIr(l Uas, use of inappr0priate breathing gas, mask flooding, becominO physically stuck underuater, collision with physical 0bjects, line problems, inclrrr I

rxr:.tn0 or otherwise), including hypothermia, blocked sinus, unable to clear ears, respiratory illness, physical or mental impairment due to alcohol or 0tli1

,,rlr1rtiilrcr), Nental impairment due to narcosis caused by breathing gas, lack of diverfitness, sudden medical emergency, pulmonary barotrauma, fatique, h(

r)t,,|!rp iilrirnalattack(aboveandbelowwate0,lackolfood,dehydration,vomitingunderwater,psych0logicaldisturbanceasaresult0fbeingpresentwlr,
,r rltvil r{l irx:i(lcnl 0r other related activity occurs, traumatic injur 0r acute medical condition, weather pr0blems, including underground and underwater flor)l I

rrr1l ilrvrp(rl)lems,includinqfallingnaturalandunnaturalobiectsab0ve0rbelowwatetphysicalchangesinthecavewhilstdiving,strongcurrents,fallil
wtrl',t rnrlcrin0 or leavin0 the water (underwater 0r otheMise), falling undergr0und whilst beyond a sump, air c0ntamination in confined air spaces abol

w,rtil ||;Il)yUr;00lexpl0sives,proceduralproblems,includinginadequate0rinc0rrectpre-diveplanningmaterials,failuretoobseruegasmargins,faiiurc]

r rlr,o vr il,t r(x:l assenl 0r descent rates, lack of personal iudOment of personal capabilities to execute a planned dive safely, communication failure betwrr

ril[il,rlrn:i r)r lir(:k ol 0r unexpected loss of underground 10 surface communicati0ns.

:, WAt lN I N(; I iNt )t It I HE FAI R TRADING ACT 1 999 (Vic). ljnder the provisions 0f the Fair Trading Act 1 999, several conditions are implied into contracts I

tlr, ,,rrtrlrt\/ 0t (xItIil 00ods and services. These c0nditions mean that the supplier named on lhis form is required to ensure that the recreational servic(l
,,ril)lrltr!,. l0 Villr iil{r
ll,irh,r!twltlrrhnr;rrr0lndskill;and Asfitforthepurposeforwhichtheyarecommonlyboughtasitisreasonablet0expectinthecircumstances,iLr
I t,,.r,.r n,rlrl\/ llt l I iUly l)iIli(illar purpose 0r might reasonably be expected to achieve any result you have made known to the supplier Under section 32N

ilx,1,0 lr,rliltrn(il l{)1)l),lhesupplierisentitledtoaskyoutoagreethattheseconditionsdonotapplytoyou.lfyousignthisform,youwillbeagreeinqll

! ilil,, l,,rr {!rxr, il)t irl)l)ly il your death 0r injury is due t0 gross neoligence on the suppliefs part. 'Gross neqligence' is defined in the Fair Trn(llr

,lr,,,, ,t,',Lrl ',' rvtr ',.J l{r\lr,l.llt(,rls 2004

r ilr;rvr,il.;rt,rrrtrrr(t(.rstirrr(lth{rConstilutionandReEulation{iofihse0AAantJanninEupporlthereo{.lherebyapplyiormcmbershil

Sigrrerl:

(INCORPORATED IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA)

Please

emailipg
or attach

1 photo

lilill lil l l l'A(,1 ,,4

Date:
Fxpiry Date: Signature:
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Membership Renewal lnstructions
.1) 

Please print and fill out the Membership Application Form 0[ RtNtIll 0ltl-LlNt

2) Enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope

3) lnclude 1 Photograph and please writet your rtitrne on the back
of the photos or email a good quality plroto as a ipeg (3cm x 2 cm)
to records@cavedivers.com.au. Plt':rsc do NOT staple to the form.

4) Enclose your payment. Save time, mortcy itrtd llitssle, join for more
than one year, no limit!

5) lf you wish to have Non Active ntornbcrsltip pay $3S/yr. You keep
your membership going, receivt-.'copies of Guidelines, but cannot
dive with such a membership and you do not receive a card so don't
need a photo.

6) After August 31st any unpaid renewals will incur a $45 late fee-

7) Anyone wishing to add a Nitrox or Trimix Endorsement will need to
include a photocopy of their certification.

B) Memberships cannot be processed until everything is sent in.

9) Please send all questions by email only to records@cavedivers.com.au

Please tick applicable boxes

E I wish to pay $70 Renewal Fee 201'112012.

E I wish to pay $ being CDAA Membership for 

- 

years

B I wish to pay $35/yr for Non Active Membership (no diving) for 20'1112012.

f1 I wish to pay $35/yr for Associate Membership (non diving) for 2011120"12.

O I wish to pay $45/yr being for back fees (max 5 yrs)

E I wish to pay $45 being for late fee (Aug 31st onwards)

E TOTAL cheque / money order for the amount $

I I have electronically transfered $

Bank: NAB BSB = 085-070, Account No.69-701-2377.
PLEASE INSERT CDAA No. in HEADING
Account Name - CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA lNC.

on date I I to account:

U Please charge to
J BANKCARD tr
( redit Card No:

my credit card for the amount: $

VISA tr MASTERCARD

I

()[fice use only: Database: Piryrrr('r]l: C.rrrl:



Cave Divers Association
of Australia purchases
its first cave diving site

It is with great pleasure that the CDAA
rlirectorate announce that on 25 May
201 1 after an exhaustive 12 month
process involving multiple State and
Local Government applications, the
CDAA has purchased Tank Cave (51230)
on the Millicent Road, Mt Gambier, South
Australia. This asset purchase of
arguably the country's premier diveable
underwater cave system, ensures the
sustainability of our sport for years to
come. The purchase includes almost 5

acres of land surrounding the cave
entrance and includes highway access.
This area is soon to be fenced and gated
for our members' private use.

l,rrrk Cave had been known by divers in the area

sirrre the 1960's, with Dave Warnes being one of
llrc first to negotiate the nasty entrance restriction

rrr ,rrr cffort to discover what lay beyond. lt wasn't

rrrrlil August 1983 that it was

rlrvr,rl to any extent by Peter

llorrrc and Mark Neilsen. They

rn,rtlt, ,r short excursion discov-

r,rrrrr; ,rplrroximately 70m of

l),r\,,,r(l(' through the dirty
r.rrlr,urr r, rcstriction. The silti-
rrr.,,,, rlr,,r orrr,rr;cd further seri-

orr., tlrvirrt; ,rrrtl it wasn't until
M,ry lrltl(l llr,rt Plril Prust, Chris

llrowrr,rrrrl l',rul Arbon con
,,' t,,l,,lV r.rrlr.rr,ri llrt'srcne that
,,r,, iorr.. tlt,.r,rvrttr.r llt't;.tn. ln a
.l rrr,rrllr lr,rrxl lll'((rvo was

r.,lr,rrllrl lrr ntlx(r,,,,, ol 4 kil<r

I I lr,l i.t'.

-'.-d
1}t

* .-r*ie*
Crawl sp3ce in 1989

Today Tank cave has a mapped length of approxi-

mately 11 kilometers and there is no other cave of

this magnitude in the Mount Gambier region.

Initially little will change at the site with regular

guided weekends being set up and managed

under conditions similar to the prior landowner

controls. Andrew Cronan has convened the Tank

Cave Committee with the scope of designing a

workable diving system and managing necessary

infrastructure on site. We

anticipate allowing access to

suitably qualified persons on a

more varied arrangement but

also need to manage and con

serve the site. We look for
ward to presenting to thc
members, a management plarr

that is both convenient anrl

viable in the very near future"

Steve Trewavas
CDAA National Director
References:
Peter Horne & Chris Brown
Photos courtesy Chris Brown.
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Wiih much tolk obout Advonced Ccrve

Progroms of lote, ii wos greot lo see 9 o[ orrr

Members poriicipote over the Eosier lorrJy

weekend. l'd like to congroiulote Hr:crllrcr &

Mork Pordoe, Steve Fordyce, Andy Borlorr,
Morc Sounders, Peter Wolf & Jusiirr Cirrirrrcr;
for successfully completing the Prollrrrrr rrll,,r
o long 5 doysl
Rob Lee, Alex Boulton & Tirrr Poyrrt: ittlcrtrctl
os lnstructors, ond Rob hos now cotnplclccl
his required troining ond is o cerlified CDAA
Deep Covern lnstructor. We will no doubt see

him out teoching in the neor future ond lool<

forword to Alex & Tim ioining the ronks loter
ihis yeor.

There seems to be renewed interest with
Members moving forword with their troining,
os onother Advonced Cove Progrom will run
crt the Nullorbor during July. Although it
would be nice to think it's purely divers wont-
ing to increose their knowledge & skills, per-
lrops it's olso due to the Associotion now
owning Tonk Covel

The revised Cove Course hos token longer io
r.omplete thon originolly thought, with lots of
irrput from current lnstructors. We'd like to do
it the right woy from the stort, rother thon
rcleosing o course thot then needs omending
,;oon ofter.

Mcrny of our lnstructors hove olso reported
rrrr increose in numbers of those completing
l)r:op Covern Courses, so it will be interest-
rrrr; lo see if we hove on increose in
M,,rrrbership numbers ofter renewols ore due
,,rr .luly 1st.

Plcosc don'l forgct thot when you renew, thot
you should olao complele ond sign o new
indcmnity for thc DEH to cover diving in
Gouldcng, Sislcrc, Foseils ond Picconinnie
Ponds, Thc originol form musi be senl lo the
DEH by po8l, os it is noi occepioble lo fox or
cmoillhcm,

Finolly, volc Agncs, o chorocter whose per-
sonolity wos lorgcr ihon life, ond someone
who will be sorely missed.

Jqnr Eowmsn

CDy'uA Stondordg Dlrccior,, CDM Advoncod Covc Co-ordinotor
CDM Advonced Cova Exomincr I 880

Gompressors
Foi Sale

FULLY OVERHAULED. LIKE NEW!

. BAUER Junior $4,250
. Bauer Utilus'75 Model - $3,000
. Cultri Sub 2004 Model- $3,500

. Bauer Utilus - $4,250

. 400mm Genuine Ship's Portholes $250ea

Quick Change-over of Petrol to Electric Motors

. Clean Air Servicing and High Pressure

Compressor Flepairs & Maintenance
. Bauer -Trained service Mechanic

Contact Pet€r Gronin (seatord, vlc)

CTEAN AIR SERVIGING
O4Og OOg 149 or 03 97769249

certificate No. 1 21 206/58



oture heois up the locolised oreo, or if the populotion,

is lorge they con roise ihe temperolure of the whole ,
cove. Bot Cove, o smoll cove ot Norocoorte (South I

Austrolio) hos o populotion of oround 70,000 bots

which produce enough heot to roise lhe overoll tem-
peroture of ihe cove considerobly. Given the righi
environmenlol conditions, usuolly ossocioied with high

domed chombers where the heoled oir is tropped, fie
temperolure con increose by os much os lOoC.
(Moulds, 2006).

Bots hove mony slronge hobits. For instonce copulo-
tion is often independeni of ferlilisolion, the femole

con store the sperm until the conditions ore right ond
then fertilisoiion of her eggs tokes ploce (Churchill,

2009). Also, in low lemperotures when insects ore

scorce, bois con go inlo periods o{ extended torpor;
where lhey lower their heorl, breothing ond generol

metobolic role, os well os their body
temperoture(Finolyson & Homillon-Smilh, 2003). This.

enobles lhem 1o reduce their energy outpul ond there:

fore need {or {ood. However, il hos noi been deter- ,

mined whether bots in ihe Nullorbor region use

extended iorpor, os the climotic conditions ore nol

thought to worronl lhis energy soving behoviour. .

RecentlyweWereremindedthoti1isimporlonlto

guesls in their homes. Mony species o{ bols ore under

serious pressure becouse of hobitot loss ond globol i

worming, ond therefore these onimols ore o some-

whot frogile porl of our ecosystem. lf they ore severely

or repeotedly disiurbed lhey moy obondon their hobi-

tot or in some coses die. There ore o {ew simple sleps

thot con be token to minimise our impoct on the bot
colonies: Firstly, ovoid oreos where bots ore roosiing;

ovoid shining lighh directly on the bots; try to reduce '

noise pollution by minimising crocking cylinder volves,

purging regulotors or using o compressor or genero-

tor too close to lhe Cove; keep lhe number of people

in lhe cove 1o o minimum; ond olso, consider plon-

ning your trip to ovoid the moiernity seoson,
(November to Jonuory (Finolyson & Homillon-Smith,
2003)) i{ you ore plonning lo go into Murro or
Weebubbie. Dislurbing ihe bots during ihe moternity

seoson con couse ponic flighl which moy dislodge
young from lhe ceiling or from their flying molhers

(Finolyson & Homilton-Smiih, 2003). ln mosl coses

young lhot foll to the floor ore nol retrieved ond sub-
sequenlly die. Disturbonces ot this lime moy olso

couse pregnont femoles 1o obort iheir unborn pups
(Murroy & Kunz, 2005).
Apporently it used to be common to see bols in

Murro, during moternity seoson lheir numbers were in
thousonds (Finolyson & Homilton-Smiih, 2003), I wos
told by o cover thol he observed 700 bols flying oul

of lhe cove during o irip in 1 982, ond in

2000 onother cover wos surprised lo
find severol hundred deod bots in

the cove. He remorked ihot lhere
were slill

' . '*:"'-'
Motry of us enioy diving in coves on
lhe Nullorbor P/oins. However, it
cJoesn'f molter how often we go lo
llrese coves, we ore always going lo
be guesfs in the home of ofher living
creofures. One of lhese creotures is

fhe bot; A nocturnal onimal thot is

bofh owe-inspiring ond very unusu-
ol. Eofs coniure up many imoges ond
feelings, some ,ink to our childhood
ond fhe unknown - lhe scory creo-
fure lhof flie's in the night ond olhers
lo the bizorre differences befween
mommols.

Iwo species of uots *oi 
",." "i.r'r"rri 

j; Nrfil;

ony informolion fiol you think mighl be helpful,
pleose emoil Nullorborproierl(rr)holnroil.rom. This infor-

motion will help us to idenlify

- _-. . 1q*T9\ numbers lhol ore using lhe
1,;:r* u cove. ll should olso eslob-t 

tish whelher the bols slill use Murro os o

Coves ore the chocolole wottled bot, Cholionolobus
nrorio, ond the lesser long eored bot, Nyctophilus
geof{,royi (Eberhord & Moulds, 2007). Bolh species

ore colled micro bots, os they belong to the {omily

Microchiroptero meoning 'little hond-wing'. They ore

olso bolh inseclivores, dining on insects thol +hey {ind

by echolocolion. Although the C. morio is usuolly o

lroe dwelling bol, il uses coves for shelter ond breed-
ing in the Nullorbor region, probobly due to sporse

folioge, ond is therefore considered o cove-{orm of
lho species (Finolyson & Homilton-Smi+h, 2003).
Bols hove been recorded within iwenty nine coves in

lhe Nullorbor region, {our of which ore occessible to

CDM nrembers (Murro El Elevyn, Cocklebiddy,
Iorrtnty Grohom's ond Weebubbie), Murro El Elevyn

rurrd Weobubbie, olong wilh Worblo ond moybe
Ilrornponno cqves hove exiro signi{iconce to bols in

llrr.' Nullorbor, os they ore clossified os moternity coves
(MLruleh, 2006; Richords, l97l).
Mrrlnrrrily sites ore oreos where young bols ore born
rrrrrl rliqeel unlil lhey ore independent. Temperoture is

rr very inrpnrlonl {octor of birlh hobitots becouse the
pullE urF lxrrn blind ond noked, ond therefore ore
vory vrrhrerlhle fol lhe first 6-8 weeks of lheir lives

1t lrrirr hill, 2009), Aelult bots clusler oround the young
irr r rrritl* rr ;ltrletlive environmonl; lheir body temper-

o lorge num-
ber of live ones but

lhot there were deod
bots on the floor ond honging

from the roof. Klous Tiedemonn, {rom the Esperonce

office of DEC, meniioned it wos only immoture bols
thoi died ond thol il wos thought to be the result of o
porliculorly cold winler. In 2003, Dr Tim Moulds visit-

ed the cove lo look {or insects on bot guono; he

remorked thot the guono looked old ond he didn'f
see ony bots during his visii. A DEC group using o
detector reported some bots ot the siie in 2009 bul
lhere wos no menlion of lhe number presenl. This

progression of observotions seems to imply thot lhe
number of bols using Murro moy hove decreosed

over time.

Do bots still roost in Murro El Elevyn ond is it still o

moternity cove? To ottempt to onswer ihese questions

we hove been given permission to survey the bots

over lhe next I 2 monlhs. Roosting con hove seqsonol
fluctuotions therefore we will visil the cove every 3

rnonlhs io confirm if lhe bots roosi in ihe cove ond
whether their numbers chonge during ihe yeor. This is

going to be done by direcl observoiions ond olso
when possible by recording echolocolion colls: Nighl
vision scopes will be used lo observe where ihe bois
roost wilhin the cove, lhere will be visuol counls of
bots exiling the doline ofter sunset ond some record-

ings will be mode using on Anobot bot detection
device. ln conjunclion with this doio loggers will be

used lo record temperolure vorionces wilhin ihe cove.

We would olso opprecioie onyone who dives in Murro
keeping o look oul for bots. lf you see ony or hove

moternity site.

The Nullorbor Ploin is o remote ploce ond CDDA
members probobly go out there more thon mosl,
including scienlisl. We con help preserve this unique
environmeni by keeping our eyes open ond possing

on whoi we observe.
I would like lo ocknowledge ond thonk: Dr Kyle

Armslrong from Speciolised Zoologicol; Terry

Reordon, o scieniist with lhe SA Museum; Klous

Tiedemonn, DEC Esperonce; Dr Tim Moulds,
Ecologisl with GHD; Roberl Susoc, Conservotion

Officer for Western Auslrolion Speleologicol Group
(WASG); Alon Poore, WASG; ond Ross ond Joy

Anderson, Covers Leeuwin lncorporoled (Clinc) for
the informotion they provided. I would olso like to
thonk Grry Reordon for kindly letting me include two

of his photogrophs.
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PART 1 - Why?
A ['w days before leaving for Mt Gambier to
rrrrrk,rlake my Advanced Cave Course, lfound
rrry',r'lI pondering how I had come to this point in
rrry lilr'. I have been diving recreationally since

llrr ,l,rlc 90s, but it wasn't until late 2005, when I

rrrr,l ,r ( DAA member; Rob Lee, that I even
I rlr , r r l' r onsciously aware that Cave Diving exist-
,,r I Wlrik, his descriptions sounded appealing,
wl rr ,rr llolr lirst showed me a video of diving in

Ml (,,Irl)i(,r, any remote desire to go exploring in

, , rlr l, r l, rr k, rrrrderground caves vanished instantly.
/\t llrr, lrrrro tlrere was no doubt in my mind -

by Peter Wolf #4419

cave divers were absolute lunatics!

And yet, merely a handful of years later, here I

was, about to undertake the highest level of
Cave Diver training and assessment. And the
people around me (with the exception of maybe

Andy Barton) weren't lunatics at all. 5o why do
we do what we do? ltb a question my claustro-
phobic wife asks me frequently, and its not an

easy question to answer, as we all have different
motivating factors. A cave diving buddy of mine
once summed it up well when my wife asked

him the same question - "Maybe it's because our

wives won't follow us!"

The Lead-Up
This year was the biggest AC course that has

been run - with a whopping nine candidates.

Many of us had never even met, yet we were all

expected to dive cohesively with one another
once the course began. So we followed the
advice of the old and wise who came before us

and organised a number of practise (aka torture)
sessions. With some proficient, and highly sadistr,

AC divers kindly donating their time to put us

through our paces, by the time we were ready lo

head to the Mount we were all visions of aquatic
elegance personified - uber competent at every
skill test we were likely to encounter... Honestly!
(Rick - please delete any video of our pre-course

training session!l!)
So in the days before Easter; in drips and drabs
we all rolled in to Just-a-Bed Lodge. Despite D-

day looming ominously closer morale was pretty
good.
Enter the 3 instructors. Like faifiale creatures
straight from some Tolkien novel; a Giant with a

fearsome reputation (Andy Higgins), a Hobbit
with a mischievous grin (Warrick McDonald), and
a crazy haired Devil-Woman (Jane Bowman),
they were surrounded by 3 flying monkeys from
the Land of Oz - the instructor interns Rob Lee,

Alex Boulton and Tim Payne. With over a century
of diving experience between them, these six

would be our evaluators, inquisitors and mentors
throughout the course.

Day 1 - Gouldens:
We would be the first victims of the new AC
Course structure - we weren't quite sure what to
expect. The first surprise was that our pre-assess-

ment dives in Gouldens would be diving solo,

allowing the instructors to evaluate us on an indi-
vidual basis. With 3 instructors per diver; even if
you did your best impression of Mr Plough and

cowered in the silt, there was nowhere to hide.
So on that first evening, when we wcrc called

into the "slaughterhouse" one at .r lirrre to face

the instructors for our individ-
ual debriof in<1s, ;rll our shorl-
cornirrr;s wt'rr laid bare. But
sitlirrrl in llr,rt room, lookinq
.rl llrc ilt,rrr faces of our six

cv,rllr,rlors <:ritique my per-

l,,rrrr,rrrr l and watching their
rnotrllrs nrove, all I could hear
w,rs the melodic voice of Mel
lirooks- " The inquisition -

what a show! The inquisition
- here we gol".

Day 2:
What a day this turned out
to be! On the program was
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leading to a change in the
order we'd be diving, and

forcing Andy Higgins to
take another consecutive
pair of students. Like a

miniature Flash Gordon, the
instant the rest of the
instructors submerged,
Warrick was down to his

undies, sunbaking in the
hot Mt Gambier sun on a

banana lounge on the land-

ing, complete with a Pina

Colada.
(Please note: at this stage in
the proceedings, it is possi-

ble that fatigue, and

increasing levels of Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder

may have begun to skew
my perceptions of the
events as they were...)
Despite being exhausted

after an epic session in the
water; Jane decided she

would upstage the boys

once and for all. ln a report-
edly spectacular fall going

up the stairs, Jane broke her

wrist in several places. This

would earn her a rest from
the diving for the remainder

of the course - and demon-

Warrick might have won the battle, but Jane def-

initely won the war!
It is also wofth noting, that on this same

evening, two of the interns, Rob and Alex,

showed their true generosity in supporting the

local Mt Gambier community, by kindly donating

over $600 to the local constabulary

Day 3:
Most of us thought that because we'd success-

fully completed the stress test on day 2, the pres-

sure was off. But we were sadly mistaken. Day 3

would be "make or break" - if you screwed up

on this dive, you were going home. 5o when

instructor intern Tim "Major" Payne came up

with an unfathomably sadistic dive plan that had

the other instructors shaking their heads in disbe-

lief, we knew we were in trouble. lt was a com-
plex plan involving 3 jumps, mask exchanges,

blackouts, line retrieval, manifold failures, primary

gas failures, stage bottle failures, air sharing

through a restriction AND gear removal through
a restriction (plus a free set of steak knives), all in

{

I rwlrl Iry the infamous
"',lr("r,-test". As it turned
orrl, llrc so called "Stress-

t(,,,1" was actually not too
rlrllrr rrltl lel s lace it, simul-

l,rrrrxrusly having your mask

rrlrlrcd off, running out of
r 1, r,, ,rnd being forced to
lrrrrkly breathe, while nego-
lr,rlirr() your way back

llrrorrrllr a maze of jumps,

ll rorr rurnovinq your kit to
ryr,l llrrough a restriction, is

, r lroll of a lot easier than
Iryrrrrl lo qet to sleep while
rrry Irtrritly Marc "Daddy"
',, rrrrrr lcrs cuts wood on a

rrrrll rlly lr,rsisl! | Now that
w,r',',lrcssf ttll

llrr ,rr',rl [)ressure was on

llrl rrr'.ltrtt lrrrs. Wilh 9 stu-
r I,r rl',, llu, work load was

lill(,1 , ,Il(l lltey were
',1 ,, ,r rr lrrr;rlrrcllingly long

lr, )ril', ilr llr0 w.tterl As a
r,,',r rll, ll rr, rr r',ltttt trtrs began

lrr r trllrt ' rr|r willr itlr reaS-

11 1, lly rrr 1,,t rtr rt t', w, tys lf ,l qet
,r r|r rl |r'l )l!, tr",l Wl rt'tl

\/v,lIlr I t|r,,tvr,r l t]r )',yllll)(l-
llry l,,t ll,,,,rlttrr; lrt', rlty',ttil,
| ! , l il rl rll r,1ly ., rl r,,1, tr 1r'r I

I I rr, , r\/v lrlr",',lllI lllll,ll()1,

iliilt llil l l'n {,1 t,r

j *m

}l ;ry,T,u

'z,l'l ,
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r rllr ' r ltv| l

I lrrlrl.r' llr( ' lltlvt( ,r t', rl, ty',, lltctl w,ts

v,,r V lrl llr' I r, rt rllt I tr'lott' ll tt' tlivo.

Iv.rylr r w(,r rl ()v('t lltt'plan repeat-

,,r lly wrllr llrr,tt ,r',',irlttttd buddy, and
wrllr ,r I rl ol r,llorl, B students com-

lrlr,tr,ri llrr', t,r',k kraded dive success-

lrrlly Wl rilt, llru rnajority of us would
l)r, (l( )il 1( I ( )r) lo lhe site dives, the
.,r r( ( (,,,,, w,t5 somewhat bittersweet.
NoI or rly rlir.l we have to say fairurrell

lo onr' oI orrr own, the reality hit
lrorrrr, llr,rl d simple mistake could
prrl llrr'',ll( ( ess o[ the course in

;,,r,1 r, rrr ly lor any one o[ us....

PART 2
Finally - a realAdvanced Cave site!
Witlr llre Gouldens dives finally over it was time

lor rr,- to move on to some real Advanced Cave

sites. I woke up on the fourth day of the course

feeling refreshed and positive (thanks to the ear

plugs Marc had given me). During our morning

briefing for the upcoming dive in Pines, there

were smiles all round. We were instructed to
" Undertake the dive as if you were just doing a

regular dive with your buddies". I don't know
what the instructors get up to in their spare time,

but l'm pretty sure that me and my buddies

aren't in the habit of slapping blindfolds on each

other during the best part of a dive!

I was buddied up with Heather Pardoe She was

developing a reputation on this course for all the
partners she was going through. Maybe it was

due to her affinity for "tactile" communication,

but we got through the dive, the majority of
which wearing a blackout, pretty efficiently. (Just

keep your hands off her spool!)
Her husband Mark (or "Pea" as he is affection-

ately known), also on the course, was not so lucky.

As part of the written exam, we'd been asked the

meaning of the term "buddy cork". Most of us,

including myself, had no idea. 5o durinq the Pincs

dive "Pea" took it upon himself to demonslrak'
For those who don't know a "buddy cork" is

when the lead diver gets stuck, trapping their

buddy/s behind them. While blacked out and exit-

ing the Penetration section, Pea inadverlently got

himself stuck, no thanks to some clever line laying

by the instructors, in a small dead-end crevice.

Thinking it was surely the way out, and with his

buddy Marc, by now, starting to fizz behind him,

Pea did what has been described as a good imper-

sonation of a human auger. Unfortunately, deter-

mined as he was, he was never going to move sev-

eral tonnes of limestone. With 3 minutes to spare,

lre realized his navigational error; and the two suc-

ressfully made it out of the cave in one piece!

lor our first dive in a "real" cave site, as we'd been

w.rrnecl, tlre marqin for error given was consider-

,rtlly lt'ss. At;,ritt, llrortr;lt Inost were successful, the

rclicl w,r',',otnt'wlt,tl lrtllct',wrtl, ,rs lry lllc enrl of

llu'I'inr", tltvc wc wt'tt'tlnwtt lrI /',ltlrilltl',

I

' I)rysrtit t('l).til'

' Wcczlt: ll;l',t' l,tYct'

, . ()rr,rlily tcJ);lirs t& cornponents

, ,rrrrl Wct:zl(: undersuits & accessories

24-hour tumaround for emelgerry lepails
)r latu no* & wdst seals!

Sl,rrrrl,rrrl rcpair time for latex neck seals wrists is 7 days.

Zlp :opohr lont & back donning 7 day turn'around*
. l'rx kcl r\ ll l v,rlvc litting and repairs

. Wc supply custom made 0tter suits neoprene or trilam in a cave cut

or oll the rack sizes at great praces

. DUI Zipseals refitted with new seals, a big money saver.

. Santi Undersuits & Drysuits
: i#lffifi:l,i.Tl}::l' Further inio on pices awitabta on wabsite

(ontacfi Damien Grigg * Ph: 03 9327 9322

tlobile:0466 912 190 - Enail: Damien@drysuit.com.au
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khllelrltlrly & the Ninjas
|l.,"I r rr r 1111 ',1r ;r't rr l,rw,r',,r rltvt in

lrlrllt,lrtrIly ltt',1,rtrollrcr "rlivc
wtllr trr,rlr,'," I lolrl rryst'll. Ilaving
',r rrvrv,'rl llrr', l,rr, lw,rs actually
l ,r'r lr rr u r( l lo lccl ,r little bit confi-
rl.,r rl A', wr'lrrcp,rred to enter
ll rr",olr rliott ltrlxl, Warrick's face
lr x rl on ,lr urlusually serious
rL,r rrr,,rrrorrr. "Oh, I almost forgot
lo rrrr,t rlion" he said, "lf you
Ior rr lr llrr, floor or the ceiling of
ll rr, r,rvr', you FA|1....".
lr llro t'nsuing silence the word
lr lrrx'<i all around us. l'm glad I

w,r', woaring my P-valve because
l'rrr sure a little bit of wee came out
I vcrr after the dive began, I could not shake the
It,clirrgs of nervousness. I think my buddies on
llris dive, Justin Chrimes and Steve Fordyce, were
Ittling the same way. This was soon compound-
lrl even further by the apparitions that moved

',ik'ntly amongst us. Four instructors swam
,rround us, and without their lights on, they were
likc Ninjas in the night. lf we came too close to
,Iry outcropping of limestone, they would come

gliding in like silent shadows, shattering any
ounce of confidence we possessed, before once
again fading into the darkness.
The main "skill" required on the dive was to
swim out the entire length of the cave with only

one divers back-up to light the way. Though
funny in retrospect, Justin and I were none too
amused when heading out on Steves back-up,
he misinterpreted an instruction from Andy
Higgins and turned it off as well, leaving us in

total darkness. Though it was only a matter of

seconds, Warrick'-s warninq repeated like a mega-
phone in my head "lf you touch the floor or
the ceiling .you FAIL " When Steve realized
his enor and flicked his light on again, and we
were all still mid water. I breathed a sigh of relief.
Only one diver seemed to get through the
lddlebiddy dive unfazed by the swim out in dark-
ness. On the second team, Andy Barton raised a

number of eyebrows, when he powered ahead
of the team, unfazed by the darkness, with only
the glow of his Liquivision to light the way. Either

that boy eats way too many carrots, or he has

some weird bat-like sonar! lt was quickly becom-
ing clear, that the only thing faster than Andy in
his Nissan, was Andy in a cavel
Despite being the least "punishing" dive to date,

as well as the site I had most wanted to dive, I

didn't enjoy the lddlebiddy dive at all. I can't wait
to go back without the Ninjas!
Oh, and just a final word of warning to any
future AC candidates. Doing a wee in the dry
chamber of the cave can be damaging to the
ilmestone. Doing it while there is an instructor on
the ladder below you can be even more damag-
ing to your chances of passing the coursel (No -
it wasn't rre!!l)

Engelbrechts West - Only one dive to go!
Engelbrechts East is my favourite of the "Cave"

rated sites, so I couldn't wait to get into
"Wests". After going down half a million stairs,

we arrived at a puddle about the size of a bath.
We climbed down in single file, and eventually it
was my turn to enter the water and proceed

head down through the restriction. Janes predic-

tion of "exceptional" visibility was a little wide of
the mark, and in the first tunnel it ranged from
half a metre, to a couple of metres in places.

Surely Marc, my buddy ahead of me couldn't be
responsible for this mcss? lrr reality, the week of
rain we'd had 5rrior to tlrr'<ourse had left its dirty
brown stairr, willr r opiorrs arnounts of storm
water fkxxlinr; inlo tlro cerve. Thinking that this
visibility rnrr',1 [x. llrc norm, by the time we got
to llrr. rr.,lrir liorr lrcfore the dry chambe; I was
lcolir rrl,r lit tk, rlisillusioned.
W'r lirrrlx'rl in silence over the rock pile, and
wl rlr wr' ,,Lrbmerged in the second sump, that
',lirylrl lrrlirrq of disenchantment vanished. The
w,rt('r was grn clear; and it was by far one of the
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rnost beautiful places I have ever dived - even
with the Ninlas gliding around us. After running
out a reel and a half, with almost no Ninja inter-
vr-.ntion, we reached the end of the passage. I

was completely awe-struck, and everything we'd
lxren through so far was rewarded. lt was at this
rrroment the instructors pounced. l'm not sure
lrow many "simulated" failures Marc and Andy
were hit with, but by the time we'd got back to
llre start of the second sump, l'd had 3 manifold
lailures, completed two mask swaps with my
buddies, and had my mask ripped off again just

for good measure. (l'm convinced Warrick was
just sending me a warning to keep quiet about
the banana lounge incident at Gouldens). And
we'd put enough knots in the line that even
mapping guru Tim would have been proud!
However, contrary to the lddlebiddy dive, I some-
how found time to enjoy the cave during the
moments I wasn't getting assaulted by the
Ninlas!
As we climbed over the rock pile back towards
the first sump, we knew that there was still an
air-sharing exercise to complete. As we were div-
ing in a team of 3 (students), for the swim out of
the cave I would be buddied with Alex Boulton
and one of the instructor interns. Before entering
the nasty restriction heading back into the first
sump, Alex turned around and signalled he was

out of air. I chuckled to myself.
Having been at the mercy of six
fiendish instructors for the past 5

days, I should have foreseen that
the place we'd have to air-share
would be through the restriction l

donated the long hose, and after
taking a moment to get ourselves
softed, we went head first down
the srx metre long verlical fissure.
About half way down, Alex
stopped. With my head between
his feet, I reached fonryard and sr1rrr,,,r'rl lrr., L,r1

twice. He kicked twice in responsr', ,rrrrl llrlr r

swept his fin across my face, slirlirtrl llrl lrI1r, ol
his fin under the skirt of my m.t.,k I i. rrlw rnrl r, rt

he was up to. With an uncannily ;rrr,r r,,r' llrr I ol
his ankle, my mask was at a 45 r lt'r 1r r , , rr rr 1[ 

,

across myface. Again, lcltrrrklrrl lo rrry,,r ,ll ll

was at that moment, stLrr k rr1r,,ir li' ( l( )\^/r r l r , r

restriction behind my ltLrrkly,,rrr,,lr,rrrrrr;, wrtlr rry
mask dislodged, and,rlrk, lo lrrrrllrlrror lr lr tlrl
situation, that Irealizr,rl ltow l,rr l'rlr orrrr ,rrr tlrr,
last few months. How l, rr wr "r i , rlJ r or r rr , , rr rr l

howmuchfur^therwr,,,lrll lr,rr ll()(l( ) /\l )( lrrr,,l
importantly, howtLtrr il w,t., r;orrr,1 l1yl11 'lll

Thank you...
l'd like to say a ntatssivct tlt.tnks to rtrtr instrLtr lors
Jane Bowman, Andy Higgins, and Warrick
McDonald True professionals, they led by exam-
ple throughout the course, and by far had a
much tougher job to do than any of the stu-
dents.
Also to the instructor interns; Alex Boulton - a
consultant on Technical Diving to PADI, Tim
Payne - a mapping guru, and my long time
mate, Rob Lee - the guy that introduced me to
cave diving. These guys bring so much skill and

knowledge to the CDAA, and will make the
irr\tructor pool of the CDAA so much richer.
Iirc k Nash, our current Publications & Records
l)ir(\ lor, who sacrificed his Easter and whose
lrr,llrwas invaluable in setting up the dives and
Irlrrrirr; ortr evolution as AC divers.
',lr,rrirrr1 ruch an experience will always bring
1 
rlolr[, lor;r,llter, so thanks also to the other stu-

rI,r rl', I llrirrk lhe tongue-in-cheek expression
" ll,, r" pl, rlrrorl lo Lrse in the event of failure
v,.ror[,, 11,,1 ,r,, wr,ll rn success - "lt's been an
,lr,l.'lrll( )l lnt(,y1" l)
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NAME Deep0avem Cave AdvCave

APPS, Heike (CDAA 2776)

BH 02 6249 9170

AH 02 6291 0566

E: heike,apps@ga,gov.au

W*
COSTELL0, Peler (CDAA 3378)

\lob:0417 494771

soudiv@southerndiving.com

SELBACH Steve (CDAA 3495)

Phone: 041 3 1 34 827

Email: steve.selbach@mac.com

TAYL0R, lan (CDAA 3568)

Phone:0411 118 134

E: ian,taylo14@delence.govau

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 3483)

[/ob:0419 176 633

E, teni allen@baker,edu.au

BARCLAY Gary (CDAA 1735)

AH (03) 5565 8793

E garinda@tpgi.com,au

B0WMAN Jane (CDAA 1880)

llH: (03) 9579 2600

[. inlo@abocean.com.au

www.abocean,com,au

{ll AlllDGE, Linda (CDAA 2214)

lVolrrlc 0408 052 070

I r1;rrrrd;r(r)tpgi.com.au

Ar r (oli) 5505 8793
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NAUE Deep0avem Cave ldv0ave
DEEP CAVERN Courses

. Wednesday, )0 JLtly 201 1 - Saturday, 23 July 201 1

Futl time course offered entirely in Mounl G,trrtbiL:r SA. All theory, dives, dive permits, wireladder climbing and
rope workshop included. Alt membership ,tnt! jctininq fees with the CDAA included and all specialised equip-

ment supplied. For mora ittlrt or ltt schedule your own course please contact...
lnstructor: Linda Claridg:1o Q ) I 4) l'l rct Y': 0408 052 070 Email : gari nda@tpgi.com.au

. Thursday, 28 luly 2011 - Tuesday, 2 August 2011

Course includes atl theory (12 hours), 3 hour pool session as well as gear critique and land drills in Melbourne.
Get everything sorted before you drive over, Mount Gambler 6 dives in Caverns and sinkholes. Will run course

with 2 students or more. Contact me to set your own dates if this doesn't suit.
Terri Allen 3483 Moblle: 041 91 76633 Email: terri'allen@bakeridi.edu.au

. Thursday, 14 July 201 I - Sunday, il luly 201 1- Sydney & Mt Gambier
Course includes 12 hours of theorv and exam, i hour session in a heated pool to get your gear

and skills sorted out over a weekend in Sydney, Then we head to Mount Gambier for 3 days of diving and 6
dives in cavern and sinkhole sites oyer a long weekend. Can supply twin tanks, harness and wing, lights.
Course cost around $650 depending on numbers. t Flrstweekend at Mt Gambier luly 31-August 1 (full).

. Spots available for second weekend tn Mt Gambler to complete course August 25-28 (definitely running).
tnstructor: Terri Allen 3483 Phone: 041 91 76633 Emall: terri.allen@bakeridi.edu.au

. Sunday, 14 August 2011 - Sunday,28 August 2011 . Sunday,4 December 2011 - Sunday, 18 December 2011

Course includes theory full gear critique and assrstance wlth modlflcation as well as a 4 hour pool session.

This is atl completed in Melbourne. Then a 3 day weekend away where you will complete 3 Cavern Dives

and 3 Sinkholes in Mt Gambier. Twin Tanks required for all dives.
If dates don't quite suit, arrange 4 of your dive buddies and I can run a course to suit you.

Paul Lestie (31 84) Mobile: 0407785591 Email: paul@melbournediving.com'au

CAVE Caurses

2nishts,;Yi;:iN::#7:';:f':":,;:::ii:;f, ::f"X';i:';,Gambier
lncluding use of'safety spools, jump reels, line a'rrows and.personal markers.

Full mahifold use and theory taught if required.
tnstructor: Terri Allen (3483) Phone: 0419 176-633 Tmail: t6rri.allen@bakeridi.edu.au

. Sunday, 1 3 November 201 1 Sunday, 20 November 201 1

Course includes thcory, full gear (ritiqtrc.rnd asslstanre with modifications including use of Finger Spools,

Arrows and Cookics. Tltis is alt tr>tnltlt lt,<l in Melbourne. Then a 3 day weekend away where you will
complete 6 Dives includinrl 3 Cava Sitas in Mt Gitrrtbie r. Twin Tanks required for all dives. lf dates don't quite

suit, arrange 2 to 4 of yorrr cliva ltrtrldics ,trrrl I c.tn run a course to suit you including midweek courses.
Mirlwaak tr;rtrscs will bc rLtn over 4 days in Mt Gambier.

Paul Leslie (31 84) Moltilt: o4o/ /85591 Email: paul@melbournediving.com.au

ADVANCED CAVE

Please download the latest application form from the website.
wtw w. c a ved i ve rs. co m. a u

DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA 236)

Penetration instructor Yes

Phone:0407 887 060

Email : jdz@paintandcuslom.c0m.au

HARDMAN, Lorraine (CDAA 2824)

Mob:0418 304 120 Yes

E : PALdiving@people.net,au

HIGGINS, Andrew (CDAA 3329)

Mobile:0413 569164 Yes

E; ah3329@gmail.com

LESLIE, Paul (CDAA 3184)

Phone: (03) 9879 2868 Yes

Email: info@melbournediving.com.au

McD0NALD, Warrick (CDAA 1882)

BH: (03) 9579 2600 Yes

E: info@abocean,com.au

Mobile 0408 374 1 12

M0NACO, Rubens (CDAA 1731)

BH 03 5984-1799 Yes

E: info@idcscuba.com,au

Mobile:041 3-429-533

FEAT0NBY, Tim (CDAA 3372)

Mob:0402 129 253 Yes

E: tim.featonby@defence,gov.au

PAYNTER Geoff (CDAA 3784)

Mob:0407445 112

E: gpaynter@geo.net au

YesYes

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

CDAA INSTRUCTORS UPCOMIISG COT.]TISIJS

:.i:iiii;
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ACCESS - www.caved ivers.com.a u CDAA SITE ACCESS
llr.rr,nlx,r n ( ( r,1! ir ,r privilc(Jc, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.

(N (AV{RN 5 5IN(HOII C=CAVE P=PENETRATION

SITE LEVEL OWNER

MoUNT GAMBIER - S0UTH AUSTRALIA kontinued)

ACCE55 DETAII.StTVEt OWNTR ACCESS DETAILS

MOUNT GAMBIER - SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Iwurr Ponds Nil

I)I IISITES

Gouldens

2 Sisters

foril

PicGninnie Ponds

DEH

P0, Box 1046

lvlt Gambier 5290

(08) 8735 1177

DEH

P0, Box 1046

l\,41 Gambier 5290

Ph: {08) 8735 1177

Fax: (08) 8735 1135

as above

BARNOOLUT SITES

Ten Eighty

Blacks Hole

YC Scotts Agen(ies P/L

YC Scotts Agencies P/L

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

5maller groups, no need.

tax: (08) 8735 1135

General Diving: Divers to (ontad DEH and notify of date and site to be dived,

Please make requests by phone or fax only.

Diver5 must have the (orred CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry current

financial CDAA membership card. The diver must have rigned an indemnity with DEH

before acces is permitted and original copy must be received by DEH prior t0 divlng.

Training: The lnstructor is to notify DEH oflhe date the sites are needed and to forward

signed indemnities from ea(h student and their temporary card number/ membership number.

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of deiicate vegetation. 926/dive or annual permit 
$60.

NoTE: lndernnity form to be compieted with m'ship renewal & Iasts same length as. l\4,ship.

N0TE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds indennities at least 2 weeks prior to theh intended dive date.
- West P Lesec

Contad: Brenton & Kemelee Ph: ()tl il/,/ I ',',',.)

Three Sisters

Ac(ess:

ALL BARNOOLUT SITES ARE CLOSED.

Irrr ,rrrr,,,.,rl.rtr,,,rr,k,r loGuidelinesortheCDAAwebpage.Nitroxasadivingmix
r,, rrrrt ,rllrwrrl lr lltr'Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes

,rll,rr lrrrl lo tlrr,.,lrot linc are permissible. Refer to shaft access bulletjn within CDAA

l1r,rlrrl,rtrorr,, Irrvlr,,,rpplyingtodiveintheShaftforthefirsttimemustdocument
rl vl lrlrlrrlrrr t witlr lwin tnnks

l)rrwrrIr,rrl lrrrrrr rrll wllrsilr,.

I rr rl ,,lr,rlt!/rr.rv(!ltvlr5.(om.du (Teni Allen, lVlobile: 0419 176 633)
( )l rl,u r Ir,y i I r )r] l\,41 (r,Irl) rr Iourlst lnformation Centre. Access agreement must

lr ,,r1r,,rl1rrL,rr lrrrlvrrrl ./divcrmustsignoutkeys,alldiversmuStSignin

rrivr,rr;wlrrlr rlrrrrrlr, llrr,y,rrtrlvnqwth.Dvingshouldbeavoidedafterhealryraindueto

1r,,,,,tlrL,w,rlr.r {,,lt,nl r,lrr'[)rvrlr] ltourrarenowre(ridedtoSamtoSpmCST.

ItowrrIr.rri lrtrl,,lrrrrrly ltolr W(,1) l),t(l(,. n(({'\\ availablo ior experienced Penetration

rlvln,,rry lowlr,rl liyrlcrrr,,rlvrrrl Arrr,r,rlrcrnrcnlmustbesignedpriortodiving.

l'r,,tr, ,rlIrw 4 wr,r,[, lrrr lrl,rrrrrrlrrr lrr ltr, lrrq tsseri

CN

C

Shaft

Engelbrechts

- East

YC Generally open onc

weekend a month.

Trevor Ashby

Mt Gambicr

C Councii

Horse & Cart

Tea Tree

CN

CN

Peter Cunningham

P0 Box 2168,

l\4t Gambier 5290

By phone or ma l, 1 week prior. Ph: (08) 8738 4003.

P Mrllircrrl (rurrr I

Little Blue 5 Drstrict Council of Grant Permission not required - must (arry (ard.

C District Council of 6rant Obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist lnformation Centre.
McKay's Shaft (r,t1,t(l I llt,|1,, Ir,(tlil!llvl,lr()|t,Il

Attcss Manaqcr: Noc Drl ort. l rl,r l rru,l rl lol('rrr,rrrlLr,rr l rorl

fla Elap

one Tree

FORESTRY SA SITES

Davet Cave

Helk Hole

Pines

Mud Hole

Nettle Bed

5 l\4r. Peter Norman

s

Visit the house before diving.

l{ no one is home " no divel Tank Cave P lvlr DYCER

Baker's Cave Manager: Brad Dibble Please write to the site A((es Director to dive in Baker's Cave. ln(lude (amped sel{

E: site@cavedivers.com.au addresed envelope. Climbing equipment required.0nly open October to April.C lVaximum3diversallweekendsbetweenl\4ay&Novemberinrlusive (checkandupdateonCDAAwebste),

S At least 4 drvere in group 1 with previous site experienre.

CIP Unrestricted days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter Penetration sedions (stop signs)

C Unrestricted days or numbers.

P Open every weekend. Maximum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

NULLARBOR - WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Cocklebiddy OP

Muna El Elevyn PIC

Tommy Grahams C

Apply in writing for permisslon to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: Distrlct l\4anager,

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)., P0 Box 234, Esperance, W,A. 6450.

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.
Stinging Nettle Cave P open every weekend max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check an update on CDAA website).

lddlcbiddy P Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

owner: Contad Forestry SA by email: conservationandrecreation@forestrysa.com.au. Fax: (08) 8724 2870 or phone: (08) 8724 2876 or book
0tr littc via the CDAA website to arrange permit, Divers must advise FSA of their online booking. Collect permits {rom the Forestry Office, RHS of
rlrivr,w,ry 1o Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, l\4t G.

IMPORTANT:
. N0 diving on Total Fire Ban Days.

. I)r,lril also required to run compressors during fire danger season.

' Klyr Irr Hclls Hole, Nettle Bed, lddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on
!r(,5(,nlnlion of Forestry 5A permits.

Weebubbie The Department for Planning and Infrastrudure, l\4idland, State Land Services South East.

P0 Box 1575, [,4idland 6936, Contact Kim Allison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa.gov.au

Phone (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 5004

WELLINGTON CAVES

PIC Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for this cave depending on its water level at the lime. The cave

has a restriction at the entrance whkh is underwater making it a Penetralion Dive, During drought, the water level drops to

formasmall akebelowtherestrictionallowingexperiencedCaveDiversaccestothisdelicatecave.

C Affeded by high C0, levels during Summer/Autumn.

Acces is co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan - gregr@cs.usyd.edu.au. Phone (02)97434157

DPIvc

N.S.W..

Limekiln

(McCavity)

Water (Antkline)

l(ilrhy r S Landowner leased

lo CDAA

Access-We have arcess lortnightly. Minimum of 3 divers in the water at one time.

Refer to CDAA website. Twin Tanks - Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air.

l\Ieet at gate of property at 8.55am or 12.55pm. Book on"line at www.(avedivers.com

or (ontad Craig at kilsby@cavedivers.com.au

Noanimals,visitorsormid-weekdivingallowed. NodivingonTotalFireBanDayr

Rum Jungle lake Unrestricted access currently exists - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDAA website.

This is a tri-rated site. Please see details in issue No. 73. There are no speci{ic

ac(ess arrangements.

lllilt :{r I I l.n (,t 4.,

Buninjuck yoP
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OAA PRODUCTS CATATOGUE
ITEM PRICE

A Cave Diver's Story - Steve Bogaerts
Vcnture into the life of cave divers as they map the unknown underwater caves of l\4exico.
These underwater cave systems in Mexico are more extensive than anywhere else in the world.
ln {act, ll three of the planets longest submerged cave systems are found on the Caribbean coastline.
Follow Steve Bogaerts through some of the most amazing cave diving footage ever {ilmed.

Australian Cave Diving - A Contrast. By Tony Carlisle. Four short documentary-type videos
on Warbla Cave, Three sisters Cave, The Road to Toad Hall and Tank Cave.

Axzis Mundi. A unique expedition into the inner jungles ol the Yucatan. ro, 
"r"r, 

a..ua*
explorer Curt Brown and his team of cave explorers have been pushing deeper into the
inner jungles of the Yucatan in search of unexplored cenotes,

€ave Diving Beneath the Ozark Mountains - DVD -with footage of Ginnie Springs and the
Gasconade River in the Ozark Mountains, lVlissouri. Over four days the team reach 2000 {eet in, 200 feet deep,

usingscooterswhichtheydragthroughrestrictionsusingropes. lnthisDVDtheyextendthesurveyofthecave.

Cave Diving Mount Gambier - DVD - from Novice cavern sites, to the much more intriguing
penetration dives,'Cave Diving Mt Gambier'will take you to places that are only accessible by trained cave

divers and rarely seen by others. Featuring 15 ofthe most popular dive sites in Mt. Gambier.

China - Beneath the Wall - DVD - Sichuan Province in central China is home to some of the world's

biggest cave systems. This film follows a team of British explorers as they attempt to link together two of the,

most spectacular caves and complete the tantalizing through trip" But as with so many expeditions into the
unknown, things don't quite g0 as planned... A great {ilm about dry caving exploration.

Down Deep Down Under.
A spectacular film by Alex Wyschnja. Discover the hidden secrets of Mt Gambier's famous fresh water caves.

Tucked away in S.A.t Sth East are some ofthe country's best known freshwater caves.

The physical challenge of cave diving makes Mount Gambier a diver's mecca.

Facing Darkness
Following some of the greatest cave divers in north Florida, Facing Darknes invites you to discover the
underwater caves and how divers safely explore them, About the geology, the danger and the pasion.

Wookey Exposed. Filmed and produced by Gavin Newman, this award-winning film looks at the
spectacular discoveries made by succesive generations of explorers and joins the latest team to take
up the challenge. Using specially designed camera systems we follow the divers to the very limits
of the exploration as they attempt to push on into the d11!1]eVonO tne end of Wookey Hole.

WKPP Push for the Connection - DVD - Explorers from GUE s Woodville Karst Plain Project resolve

lo cstablish a link between two of the large( underwater cave systems in the world. following a series of previously

rrrrinragiable dives, exploration divers push nearly 7km into the extreme depths of the Wakulla & leon Sinks cave system

$35.00

$25.00

$ls.oo

$30.00

$s0,00

$ls.oo

$2s.00

$35,00

$35,00

$3s,00

THE SHAFT & TOMMY GRAHAM'S MAPS
lhlh,rrr'4lrrrr x l0rnr in sizo

Ir vtlw lillrr,r ol l[r'u'lrrxlcrs visit thc 0nline slore.

$12 m

inr

|l0tl,xl('
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Thank You, Tara Toone
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CTOTI{ING, POSTERS, STICKERS
ITEM PRICE

. Embroidered Crew Nerk T-shirts. Elack and Navy 5. lV, L, XL, XXL

. Embroidered Polo Shirts. Grey with blixk trirl or ltiack with red trim. Look very smart!

Embroidered Hoodies. Black only Available Sizes: S, XL

Embroidered Hoodie with Front Tipper. lil,rrl. llrrrli,'wrth f .nt Z,pp., frnoia.red with the CDAA logo on the front
and Cave Divers Association on the bi(k. Available Sizes: l\4, L,XL & XXL

. Embroidered Trekka Jackets. Black orrly Available Sizes: 5, M, L, XL, XXL

.PolarFleeceJumpers.Colours: []hrr., lll,rrk orrrlrrr,rl l(xlo.Keepsyoutoastywarlt&smart!

.PolartleeceVests.Blue,Black.Orir;rrr,rlIxlo (,r,,rtlowfirr,tscxtralayerunderthedrysuit!

.LadiesContrastTee.Ladiesstylirhurl rr(,r,.ywrllr N,rvyllltrr.slorves. AvailableSizes:10, 12and14.

. Ladies White Stretch V Neck Tce. Witlr r.rrrlrrorrh'rlrl krr;o. Available Sizes: 8, 10, 12 and 
.l4.

$25.00

$3s.oo

$70.00

$70.00

$135.00

$60.00

$50.00

$25.00

$2s.00

. Caps and Beanies. Blark onl\l. $,/0 (',r( lr!

. CDAA KeyRings. Bluc willr rlolrl rrrolrl ( l)AA l'() llox orr lr,rrk

. Round Sti(ker CDAA lorlo ovr,r lirrr.,rrrow

. Bumper Sticker. Featurinq photos by De,rrr ( lr,unlrlr l,tin.

. Log Book Folder. With embroidered CDAA logo on the front cover.

Tank Cave Poster. Full Colour 14.5" x 25" poster of Tank Cave by Peter Rogers. Prlce includes p&h.

. Tank Cave Map. Premium matt or gloss 120g paper $96.00 (laminated $22.00 extra, silver back $132.00)

. CD of Guidelines 1-94 All Guidelines as searchable pdfs on CD.

. Stubby Holders high quality 5mm neoprene *itf,r iOnn f ogo

Travel Mugs - great for having a cuppa on the run

Mask Slap Straps - fully embroidered with CDAA logo

$2o.oo

$s.oo

$1.00

$l.oo

$3s.00

$8.00

$1o.oo

$8.00

$1 2.00

$15.00

ALL ORDERS ARE NOW TO BE MADE ON.LINE
ON THE CDAA WEBSITE!

www. caved ive rs.co m . a u
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ITEM PRICE

Alrrciling Handbook. For those involved in basic recreational abseil instruction, this book details

r.rlr,,rlrseil praclises for beginners. Contents include, risk management, equipment, anchor systems,

,rlrscil sitc set up and instruction and emergency procedures.

Bilsi( underwater cave Surveying. The standard publication for anyone r.";;;Urr*"*d
irr rcsearch and survey terhniques used in water filled caves.

Beyond The Deep. By Bill Stone & Barb am Ende with Monte Paulson

An ex.iting true life expedition to the Huautla Cave System in the mountainous region of south eastern lvlexico

ln 1994 an elite team of international explorers with the (ombined skills of mountaineering, caving, and
diving set out to go farther into the earth than anyone had before.

$20.00

$30.00

$35.00

Cave Diving Communications. A manual from N55 - CDS dealing exclusively with all underwater
communications used in cave diving. lncluding touch, torch and Iine signals,

and use of line arrows and jump reels.

Cave Diving - A Blueprint for Srrrir"t. A noof, by the world-renowned cave diver, the late Sheck Exley,

this is a case study of a number of accidents that have occurred in the UsA and how to avoid them.

Cave Diving - Arti(les & Opinions
A comprehensive Guide to Cave Diving & Exploration. Edited by Jill Heinerth & Bill Oigarden.
Written and edited by some of the top cave divers in the world, this book covers everything from
basic equipment to advance cave exploration.

$2s.00

$20.00

$70.00

$s0.00Caverns Measureless to Man. The story of the passion for cave diving of the late Sheck Exley who spent
his life exploring underwater caves. Publications Directors pick. Amazing book, a must read!

Divers of the Dark - Exploring Budapest's Underground Caves

A unique journey into an underground world that only a handful of people have v;sited. one of
the most well-known springs is Malom Lake. lt is a doorway to the cave system called MolnSr Jdnos.

Nobody knows how far or how deep below the city the tunnels reach. Magnificent photos!

Diving in Darkness By Martyn FarL Personally signed by the author Provides a clear,

concise and modern overview of the essential equipment, skills and techniques required
to dive in caves, mines, wrecks and beneath ice. Published in softback Diving in Darkness

is packed with 170 photographs and diagrams throughout its '128 pages.

$7s.00

$55.00

$49.00

$39.00

$ss.oo

$3o.oo

$49,00

$49.00

$45.00

$45.00

Hidden 5plendours of the Yucatan.
Hidden Splendors of the Yucatan is photographer/author Lalo Fiorelli's story of exploration,
teaching, and photography in the caves of Mexico'sYucatan Peninsula. His stunning photography
is complemented by the lively, down to earth writing style that brings the experience of exploration.

My Father, The Captain ls a unique, and unforgettable biography by Jean-Michel Cousteau on the career
and life of Jacques Cousteau, the frontiers he opened and the legend he created.

N55 Cave Diving Manual.
The standard reference manual in cave diving covering just about every conceivable topic. New Edition

NSS Cavern Divers' Manual. The standard reference manual in cavern diving covering almost
every conceivable topic. Also most principles behind safe sinkhole and cave diving.

Side Mount Profiles. The ultimate sidemount diving book by Brian Kakuk & Jill Heinerth
Featuring: Wes Skiles, Lamar Hires, Jakub Rahacek, and Steve Bogaerts.

The Essentials of Cave Diving by Jill Heinerth. Woman Divers Hall of Fame member Jill Heinerth,
has created this full color contemporary guidebook. Generously illustrated, containing practical 21st century
underwater knowledge, including sidemount techniques and the latest rebreather technology.

Thc Taming o{ The Slough. This is Sheck Exley's exciting story of the discovery and mapping
ol thc Pcacock Springs cave System - at the time the world's longest underwater cave,

Vf,rti(nl. 
^ 

Technical Manual for Cavers by Alan Warild
Vr,r I ir ,rl ir ,r rk,finitive guide to vertical cave exploration techniques. lt describes deep cave exploration
urlllrrrlr r.rrrplr,rsisirrq thc importance of safety, conservation and documentation. The fifth edition
,ri \/r,rlrr.rl r,. rllrrrlr,rlr.tl wilh photoqraphs from expeditions on five continents.

CDAA PRODUCTS NEWS
New books now available!

NOW AVAILABLE ON THE ON-LINE STORE!

Beyond the Deep - $f 5.00
Bill Storrc & Barb am Ende with Monte Paulson

Iit'yorrrl llrc Dc.ep is the new book on the exciting true life
cxpr.rliliorr to the Huautla Cave System in 1994. The book is a
p,rr;r. lrrrrrirrr; thriller that covers the tremendous human
rlr,rrn,r ol r;oirrr.; where no one has gone before.
llirlrlt,rr irr ,r rcrrrote, mountainous region of south eastern
Mcxrr o is llrr,rtrtla-possibly the deepest cave complex in the
wor lrl, ,rn rrrrr lrarted, never fully explored world of sky-
.,r r,rpcr sizt.rl < hasms, underground rivers, and treacherous
ror k ,,litI's lrr 1994, an elite team of international explorers
willr llrt' r orrlrirrcd skills of mountaineering, caving, and
rlivrrrr; sr,l ()ul lo !Jo farther into the earth than anyone had
lrclorr'. lr,<l Iry,r larger-than-life, driven caving pioneer, the
t'xpr,rlrlrorr l,rr r'<l some of the most severe - and most
tk'.rtlly rontlilions over encountered...
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