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'The Basic Bules
of Cave Diving'

lltrotryh the study of past cave diving related accidents,

/ r ,',r r l/ che rs have found there are a number of common causes

Itr tlrcse accidents. By becoming familiar with these cause5

tlivcrs can learn to avoid similar accidents.

I tom the research, five main contributing factors have been

lound in over 90% of cave diving related fatalities.

tlrese causes have led to the five basic rules:

. Be Correctly Trained.
lrr the vast majority of fatalities world wide, the divers involved had no formal

r,rvern/sinkhole (Deep Cavern) training. Of those who did have training, most were

rlivrng outside the recognised limits of that training. Many open water lnstructors

lr,rve died in caves.

. Run a Continuous Guideline to the Open Water (Surface).

In .r large number of overhead fatalities, victims failed to run a continuous

ryrrideline from the open water. When silting took place or they became

rli.,orientated, exit was then not possible with gas remaining.

. Always keep a Mlinimunr of 2/3rc*s of the Startimg Gas Surpply for Exlt

wlrcrr Entering an Overlreael Environrment.
llrr,rrrk'is seen as the minimum in overhead environments and may not offer
,,rr, ,r rrlll ry,r', if trouble is encountered at the maximum penetration.

. Alw.iy', rrsc a Minimurn o{ 3 Light Sounces.

lrr ,,rvr,rlrvrrrr; llrrs would be a primary and a minimum of two backups, allwith the

,rl,rlrly ,I l,r',lrrrr; llrc rlttration of the dive.

e lf orr't l)rvr li.krw 40m on Compressed Alr.
tlrr,rlr/\/\',,rr,rruurrrrk'pllr limitis40m.Of thetrained.wellequippedcavedivers
rrulr,,lr,rv, ,,1r,', l, ,rlrrro',1 ,tll wt'rc diving beyond 40m on arr.

ln this edition we commemorate the life and achievements of Andrew Wiqht - renowned Cave Diver

and Underwater film specialist who tragically passed away in a helicopter crash rn NSW on Feb 4,

2012. This is a fascinating tribute to an amazing adventurer. Two members (larr lowis /l25U,rrrrl lrlrrr

Dalla-Zuanna #236) have nominated Andrew for inrlLtsiott ittlo tltt'( I)nnl, ll,rll ol I,rtttt', lltc lrtr;lrr",l

honour we can bestow within our Associ.tli91. Wt' kxrk lrttw,tttl lo v()llrl(l otl lllt', ltottlttl,tltotl ,tl llrr'

2012 AGM.

ThisyeartheAGMhasbeenscheduledtorS'rlLrrrl'ry''/llrorlolrt't '/ol'''rrrrlwrll lrllrr'lri

in Mt. Gambier. See News on Page B for more inlorllr.rlit)ll'

Also in this issue...

Risks of Solo Cave Diving - one of the hot topics within the Association. This position has [-rt't'tt pttt

forward by Brian Kakuk, a guest speaker and side mount instructor at the 2011 AGM Symposiurrt.

A very interesting read. Note: An alternative view on Exploration Diving in Teams was requested of

another internationally renowned explorer, but was not ready in time for printing in this issue. Solo

Diving is one of a number of topics that the National Committee are seeking to receive guidance on

from members and have scheduled a series of state workshops for May and June -
see News on Page B for more dates.

In January the National Committee met to review and discuss the three diving fatalities. A summary of

these discussions is now available for member viewing on the CDAA Web Site - see News on page B

for further details.

Also for your reading pleasure - Karst Science by lan Lewis, Oxygen Toxicity in the Field by DAN Asia

pacific, a number of member articles on Diving Bakers Cave, Sitting the CDAA Cave Course as well as

Diving in Mexico and Florida which is a popular lnternational destination for our members

Happy and Safe Diving ...

See you over at the Mount soon.

Rowan Stevens #3177 I Publications and Records Director

M: 0417 550 5091 E: publications@cavedivers'com.au

Rrticles for Guidelines June 2012 - Deadline is May 20th.
. Send articles by email to guidelines@cavedivers.com'au
. Text files should be saved as Word files or Simple Text

. pictures saved from digital cameras or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 dpi at 15cm widc,

RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG's.

Hello again and welcome to the first issue of 2012-

MAtl( ll.r(ll,l l'Atrl 4
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Pinc Tank Dive Lodge has been designed by cave divers to meet the needs of divers.With affordable

arr onunodation and only 5 minutes driving time t0 the best cave diving sites in the South East of South

Austr,rli,r (l)irrcs,'trnk,lddlebiddy, Nettlebed, Fossil, Sisters, Mud Hole,Stinging Nettle Cave), divers can

rn,rxirrrilr thr,ir titnr in the water. Follow the blue signs.

Ilrrlr, lrtrlrrxrrl\,1((orlll(xlitl(,uptol2divers.Relaxbetweendivesintheopenplan, self-cateringkitchenai

sp,rr iorn Iivirrr; ,rrr,,r ,rrr, irI,,rl for rlivi'rs or cave diving courses.300 bar air fills and BBQ facilities are available.

l)irri' I,rrrli | )rvl I orltll r', r lo',r' lo lltt'(,lt'ttt ot'(,cnt'ral Store for all your fuel, bottle shop,

po,,l ollir r', I I I l'( )', ,tttrl ',lotr, tllttt ttt'r'tl',.

PineTank Dive Lodge

Lake Edward Road

Glencoe, South Australia

Phone 0B 8739 4020

Mobile 0438 833 103

Email stay@ptdivelodge,on.r,

Dear Members
To update you on the last 3 months:

. An internal review of all three recent fatalitles
w,rs completed. A report has been uploaded
Io our web site publishing our findings

. k,rrns of References are progressively berrlq

written for all roles. These are being placed

online for members to read.

. A few member against member complaints
were received. Of these, two are still under
lormal investigation with all others dismissed

. ll has taken us over 4 months to track down
rrrvoices and receipts in order to complete the
,r(counts and satisfy our auditor. These will be

pl.rced online for members to read.

. lhe draft Constitution was released to
rrrembers and the Constitutional 5ub
( ommittee re-established. The National
( ommittee has provided feedback and a

rcvised draft is being prepared for release and

rliscussion at our State workshops (see dates
pLrblished in this issue).

. llolen Higgins was voted into office as our
ncw Business Director.

. 5trict management controls have been placed

on the CDAA bank accounts.

. llrere has been a very large amount of work
orr the web site. Changes include.

,rn issues log (resolved 27 member issues)

lixing up the user interface and many broken

links.

updating the certification process.

,r rrew document librarY sYstem.

sr Iredules for the 2012 site booking system
Ir,rve been established.

',orrrce code from personal PCs have been
r ollected and placed into a common source
r orit: library.

lixcrl cmail booking notifications.

nrlrnlrers can upload new certiflcation photos

l)l Ntl pcrmits and indemnities can now be

r 1r,r ror,rlt.d on-line.

. Member certifications processtng has also had

a lot of work done to fix things up. The data

base has been cleaned up and a lot of work
gone into improving data integrity

. Ac cess lo Ilakr:r's ( ,lvt' w,tr rt' tlt'tloli,tlt'tl
,rrrrl silr'ol)('rl orr ,t tcrlttl,tt It,l',t',

. ( lt',ttt trp tl,ty: wt'ti' i titltittt lt'rl ,ttotitttl ',t'vt't,ti
sil('s lo (l('l tirl ol lorrrl tlt,l',', ,ltttl lix .'l,lirs

,rnd l.rrrrlirrrls.

. Rather than levy all rnontltcrs, 'tlst:r Jl,lys locs'

were introduced for Kilsbys to cover thc leaso crlst

. Grants Officer position established
congratulations Lo David Cowan.

. Two new State Reps congratulations to
Peter Streit (NSW) and Pippa Waterworth (WA)

. New booking officer for Baker's Cave -
congratulations to Matt Skinner.

. SafetV Officer position has been split into two
roles; Safety Officer (vacant) and Search &

Recovery Coordinator - congratulations to
Richard Harris.

. Shaft fees increased from $25 to $30 to cover
guide costs.

. the Ianl r avc M,rn,rqomcnl ( onrnillcc
was cstablisltcrl (rrollrirtrl lo r('Ixxl y('l).

. loilcls Ior l,trk ( ,rvt' ,itttl Kilslrys irlsl,lllt'tl orl site.

. Work r onllnu('\ tltt tt' wtilitlt; tllt' t tltlrse notes

c 11. r Ir,rnr;t's lo lltt' At]v,ttlt eti ( avr: Crossover

Proq ra tn.

. Report to menlbers on the Cave Diving Fatality

Review

So with this now out of the waY -
what's next on the agenda?
. Finalising the accounts up to the last AGM so we

can review our f inancial position at each National
Committee meeting.

. Running State Meetings to understand
members' desires and priorities for the CDAA.

. Establishing a business plan (longer term
vision and short term goals).
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r r ,,lllllllrrrl,l llr,t rrtr',ltlttliotl,tl foview fOf

v.lttrr;,rl lltl lrr'.il A( rM

. li|l ,, ,rl 1,,Ir,'ilrlr'r', lrottl theTank Cave

Ll,rr r,rr lr,nrr,trl ( { )n)ttlittce.

. l'l,rrrrrrrrrt lor llrt', ycar's AGM and Symposium.

. l lr,, lrorrrr ',r ,rlning and storage of our
, rr, lrtvr",

I I rl N, rl or r,rl Committee wishes to thank the many

rrr,,r rrirlrs who have volunteered their time in

,rr lrrlvirrq the above.

llrc National Committee is looking forward to the
ol)[)ortunity of gathering members' thoughts and

l)reparing our future business plan.

We also look forward to meeting members that we
don't already know.

Regards,
The National Committee

lohn Varderleest,

Nalional D roctor

Helen Hiqq ns,

Business D rur lot

lane Bowman,

Standards Director

Grant Pearce,

Site Director

Rowan Stevens,

Publications and Records Director

BioDryrM FXLOO Drysuit

,Qg,rpgtent"a BioDry'. suit with wearforce''

Itil:chEqlogy has broken all boundaries- lts

Siie.trgth and stretch offers a comPlete
iange of motion allowing for a more
streamlined fit. The BioDry'' is the only
suit on the market that altows up to L5O%

stretch. Wearforce@ exterior Provides a

strong tightweight and extremety ftexible
suit, matched by no other. * -q '

1v,; .

'd.i
1'

CAVE DI\IING FATAT!-ITY mEVlEtft{
The summaries of discussions held concerning the 3 recent cave diving fatalities (Rob McAlister, Agnes Milowka and

Tony Morris) are now available for member viewing on the CDAA Web Site

To access this report, login, select the 'Members Document Library' from the members menu and filter using the

drop-down list by selecting 'National Committee Reports'.

Members are eniouraged to read these documents and reflect on their own diving attitude and style lt is common

amongst divers in general to develop less optimal diving practices over the years following their formal training. This is

not a technical issue but one of mental attitude towards the sport

These 3 deaths are a reminder to us all not to become complacent and believe that experience overrides the practices

and principles taught during training. They are a reminder to us that our training is not the end of our education but

only the beginning.
{,or llrr,rnoie experienced cave divers among us, it is an important reminder that we are the educators and those

lrprplx'r,, willr lcss experience the students. Poor practice is passed on, not by words but by actions

llrr',,,r1r,1y ol ,rll r,rvt'riivors is the responslbility of all members.

John Vanderleest, N,rliort,tl Dircctor

2012 AGM
The 20 l2 ( l)AA Arrrrrr, rl ( ,r,1('r, rl M(,('t1rr 1 (A( rM) i,, ,,r lrr,rluk'rl lor S,rlrttrl,ry 2 /llt O( tober 2O12 and will be held

inMt.GarlIri1t. Arlr,rrlr,rl r,rll lor ,,1rt',ri(,t',1',n()w()l)('r] tottl,trlllow,tttltt'vt'ltstclregisteryourinterest(pub
lications@cavctlivt't',.i ot tt, tt t)

2012 State Meetings
During May and June ol )Ol),r ,,(,n(,', ol ',l,rll Mr,r,lttrr1', will lrl rtttt by the National Committee to elicLt

memb;r input on the followirtrl lol)t(,, ( orr',lrlrrliotr,rl lilvt'w, 5ol<t t)iving, Future lnvestments and Training

These workshops are an opporlrtnily lor rlt.rrrlrlt', lrt trc rilti'trly rliscLlssing their ideas and for the National

Committeetoreceiveguidanceonrlcrllrr,rt,wr:lrr*. Aron',olitl,tlt'tl rcportofthesemeetingswill bepublished

by the National Committee and will be uscri lo rft,vclop llrt'Assotiations Business Plan.

. Brisbane - Saturday 5th May 2012 . Pertlr Saturclay 19th May 2012 . Sydney - Saturday 2nd )une2012

. Adelaide - Saturday 17th June 2012 ' Melbourrre Saturday 31st lune 2012

Further details (agenda, venue, times) will be posted to our web site, keep an eye oLrt for this.

Bioftex improved with WearForceo materia[:
a non-woven nyton material [aminated to a

heavy-duty, stretchable Polyurethane

Resistant to most chenricals

Double sewn and taped seams for
extreme protection against leaks

Low Profi[e Si-Tech lnftator
and Durnp Vatves

Reinforced knee pads
arrd Latex seals

e to fit option avai[able
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Andy was a highly-experienced cave diver for over 30

years. He grew up on the family farm in Harrow,

Western Victoria and took up diving and caving when

he began studying Agricultural Science at Latrobe

University in the late 1970s. He became a Cave Diving

Examiner with the Cave Divers Association of Australia

and also served on the CDAA Commitlo(l as the organ-

isation began to becomc more profu'ssiotl,ll ,11 tho start

of the 1 980 s

Andrew began his career itt ,trlit rlllrrt,ll ',r ilrlr l willl l( I

and then worked rn scit'rllilrr tt'',t',ttt lt I lt' lrt'r,ttttt' ,t

commercial helicopter pilol ,rrlrl owtti'tl ltt', owtt ltlli
copter in which a number ol tr', lk'w,tl ovlt lltt'Mlttttl
Gambier area spotting cave ('rllr,lrr(r",, ',tttl ltot', ,ttrtl

coastal sprinq systems.

We all called him "Andy" or "Wiillrly" li'lr,rrl,r lrtrl
er than-life personality and formed ,ttt trtrtlr'tw,tllt ltlttr

company using a play upon his rlttktl,ttttr' "( rlr',rl

Wight Productions"l He was hiqllly tttoltv,tlcrl ,tttrl

operated at the leading edge of the spotl ol r,tvl rl v

ing. ln particular, he had a special talenl lor t;tottp ttt.lt
vation, dive team leadership and posst'rsti1 r'xrlll"trl
public relations skills. He said he was nol ',o trtlr lr,ttrr

cally inclined" but more than made up lor llr,rl wrllr rrr

ebullient "Can Do" attltude.

lrr l,)/rl, lrr,rllr l)r,[[r'r',,rnt] | were the first cave divers

l(r (,)(l)l()r(, tlrr, rnrk'rrltorrnd lakes of Pannikin PIains

(,rvr' ,y',1(,rr urrrl't llrt' Nullarbor. By the time we
,,r1rIrrr,rl llr,rl r,rvr', wt lr,rc] been out on the Nullarbor

l.r ovlr ,r rrrorrllr lxlrlotirtg all the lake Sites and were

l,rrr;r1r,r.rl r.rr',r't1ttt'tttly on our last dive (Pannikin

1'l,rrrr',), rrorllrr,r ol rr', r'vcn noticed the entrance to the
lrrr;rrrrrlr,rw,rlr,r lrrtrnt'l which extends for several kilo-

t1t(,1rr,, ,ll(l ,o wt' tt'lttrned saying "lt doesn't gol".

Wrrllrly,rrrrl ollrr,t', rlidn't accept this! He initiated and
.r I tlr. rlr orrl lrtoaking Pannikin Plain Cave Diving

| \l!,rlrl r)n rr l()i:i8. He was a great innovator and

olrl,rrr,,rl "Arlrr,rzr:pp" underwater scooters (invented

lry,r lrlrrtr r,rn ( ornmunist East Germany who used the

lrrrlrrlylrr, lo (,',(,)pe underwater across a river to the

Wr,',1) lo lrrr',lr the extremes of Pannikin Plains Cave,

wr,,r r(r "()rr,rtl" tanks (4tanks banded together a big

Lr,rrl lo',wrrrr with). He also engaged multiple profes-

',r, ,r r, rl ',1 rorlor.,lrips for the expedition in a way not done

lry tlrc r,rv n() or cave diving world before, with the aim

ll grrrrrlrrr rrrry ,r high-quality expedition documentary.

/\,, Wr(llrly!, luck would have it, a cyclone dumped an

lr)rr(,r',(',rrnr-runt of rain on the area around the cave
(,ntr,r)( (, wlrili. 15 cavers and divers were still under-

r;rorrrrrl I norrTrous volumes of water poured off the

pl,rn ,rrrrl i,tused a massive boulder collapse in the

entrance. This became world headline news - " 15 Cave

Explorers Trapped Under The Nullarbor" - and Andy

kept his team filmingl The result was that the Pannikin

Plain documentary became an award-winning real-life

drama called "Nullarbor Dreaming". This was shown

widely on TV and Andrew received the Australian

Geographic's "Australian Adventurer of the Year"

Award" The Pannikin Plains documentary subsequently

launched his film career and he saw the chance to "live

the dream" of making cave diving documentaries.

Film-making Career
With this great success and his gregarious personality,

one day he walked into a bar somewhere in the USA

and met a Texan millionaire (as you do) who was inter-

ested in world-wide underwater documentary-making!

They formed a film team and sailed around the world
making underwater documentaries on board the huge

luxury yacht "Quest" filming a series of underwater

adventures - "The Deep Probe Expeditions" and "The

Adventures of the Quest".
Andy gained a high-profile reputation for his work and

more than any other individual, internationalised .rrrtl
professionalised the "sport" of cave diving. He expatrtl

ed underwater exploration and led expeditrons to divc

and explore many remote and fascinating regions of the

world including the caves of Florida, Cuba, the
Bahamas, Mexican cenotes and the Carribean, New

Guinea and the southwest Pacific, whale migrations in

Alaska and Canada, the Galapagos lslands, deep

hydrothermal vents of the Atlantic and the shipwrecks

of the "Titanic" and "Bismarck".

Andrew produced 45 documentary films since 1988

and here is a selection of them. Just look at the titles

below - what a fantastic range of adventures and a hell

of a big list of achievements for anyone's li{etimel

O(rlslafdinq, Wrghtyl

Nullarbor Dreaming (1 989)

Deep probe films
. I ot rl,r WtttrIrw lo ,r lltrIh'tt WorLl (l()() l)
. nu',lr,r t,r l'tlrl,tlot', ol llrl Norllr (l')')l)
. Mcxrro W,rlct ol llri'(,rrrl, (l't't,r)
. (,rn,rr1,r,,,,,,,,,', r,,,, 1lt)(),))
. Australia Grc.rl Wlrrli'51r,ll[ (l')')l)
. Rendezvous at Ninq.tloo (Wlr,rli'\lt'rrL',) (l()()i)
. Papua New Guinea - Winqed Gllosts ol llrc

Pacific (WW2 wrecks) (1993).
. Cuba Beneath the Surface (1993).
. Pearson lsland - Mischief & Mayhem

(seals sanctuary) (1 993).

Adventures of the Quest series -
. The Boiling Sea - mass aggregation of tuna,

whales and sharks.
. The Hidden Deep - Mysteries of the deep East Coast

of Australia.
. Mirrorworld a journey through the Rainforest

and Reef.
. Silent Warriors The Elite Navy Divers.
. Cape Crocodile - an encounter with salt and fresh

water crocodiles.
. Beyond the Glass - lnside and out of the world's

largest aquarium.
. The Lonely Hunter great white sharks of Australla.
. White rock, Blue ice glaciers and caves of Alaska.
. Alaska: The Cold Sea endangered marine wildlife

of Alaska.
. Swimming with Giants - humpback whales,

Dominican Republic.
. Reptiles and Relics - alligators, Dominican Republic.
. Forbidding lslands uninhabited islands of Navassa.

r Predator lsland - lemon sharks.
o Visiting the Vampire Blood-Sucking Vampire Balr

of Belize.
. Monsters of the Shallows Costa Rica.

. .Jungle Cats of Costa Rica.

. Dragon Giants - wildlife of the Galap,rrlo', l',l,rrrtl',

. Guardians of the deep Cocos lsl.ttrrls,

a mid-ocean crisis.

A tribute to fuidrew Wight -

renowned Cave Diver and

Undennrater Film Specialist
Andrew Wight was an Australian underwater explorer and film maker.
He died in a helicopter crash in NSW on Feh 4 2012.

Pannikin Plains * a turning Point
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Andrew in early caving days. Photo Tony Rlchardson
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.,r l,,I Llj,ll rllr. [,,],,rl,ll,)rlr)|,l llll(l(, ('Xlinct

r,!,r, l,LLill )1l')r )ii)

. ,l,.rl ,\ll,r, I ,r',trtvtv,rl rlrlrrk'(2000)

l'tFvl,'w\ ,t,td \ttmrnaries of these films
r,rrr lrl rr.r,rr on his website -

I t I I 
1 
t //w ww. g re atw ig htprod u cti on s. com/

l,';urrc irr I lollvwood
/\ll llrr', i,xl)(,r('rrco and his enthusiasm led Wighty to
lrr,r rrrrrr, ,r l'rrrlurt:r for a series of major 3D IMAX films
, ,v,,r ll r l, r',t rk,r.rde, directed by the famous Hollywood

| )l.r t( )r, J,rrrrcs Cameron. They became very great

rrr,rlr,', l,rrrrr,s and Andy's particular innovation and

l()( r,, w,r,, urr the new 3D filming techniques and

rrrr ;r,tlrr llu,y made several outstanding 3D films -
.'l xlrlrlilirin. Bismarck" (Discovery Channel, 2002)
. il) IMAX film "Ghosts of the Abyss" (Disney, 2002)
. ll) IMAX I'ilm "Aliens of the Deep" - hydrothermai vents
. l)r',n('y, "l ast Mysteries Of The Titanic" (Discovery

t lr,rrrrrcl,2006).

llr,rr,1, ,r bloq about the Titanic film, showing how Andy

,rrrrl J,rnros inlerted their real enthusiasm, imagination

,rrrri ',r'nse of adventure into producing their documen-

l, I lr,',.
"l couldn't wait until i rcceived this DVD aftet ordering it from

tnazon. Well, in the first two days i watched it twice and what

an i say except that thrs is the best do cumentary of the TITAN'

lC wreck available. I've been a TITANIC enthusiast for a long

time and love anything to do with the subiect and this movie

drew me even closer to the allure of the ship, The documentary

goes wherc no one has heen before and the quality is superb

making you feel like you are part of the exhibition. They enter

the Tu*ish hath room which is overuhelming also iames

camercn takes us to the 5t/au5'5 room and seeing the clock still

in its place is breathless. The equipment they use is state of the

art which gives you the feel of heing there with the crew., lf
you love the TITANIC, you'll love this documentary."

Finally in 201 t he brought to worldwide theatre screens

the 3D feature film "SANCTUM" with James Cameron

as Executive Producer. This was a full-length action fea-

ture set in a vast cave system in New Guinea in which a

team of cave divers encounter flooding, death, acci-

dents, vast discoveries, rivalry, treachery, secret tunnels,

murder and ultimate success - you know, the usual

events we find on an everyday cave dive!

Back to Australia
ln the last few months, Wighty headed up a new 3D

office in Melbourne where the company stores 3D cam-

eras, production and servicing equipment and features

a 3D screening room. He said that the company would
allow filmmakers in Australia to use the same technolo-
gy that James Cameron had employed in the 3D film
"Avatar".
Although he claimed that Melbourne was chosen as the

Australian centre for these operations because it was a

focal point for international events such as the Grand

Prix and the Melbourne Cup, I reckon he came back

because Melbourne is such a great place and he had so

many mates therel Actually, wighty had friends every-

where in Australia, the USA and in fact all over the

world, as he was such a cheerful and outgoing person-

ality.
He also had a high "bullshit capacity", as he often freely

admitted! For example, when a great white shark off
Port Lincoln swallowed the camera hanging off the

boat, the camera kept filming for another minute or so

as it went down the shark's throat. When they showed

the footage later, Wighty said "See - being chewed up

by a bloody great shark is not as bad as you'd think -
once you're past the teeth, they're all white and soft
inside!"
On the day we lost him, he was heading out in his hel-

icopter to a base ship off the NSW coast which was

ready to sail to the Marianas Trench near the Philippines

to do a new high-tech documentary on deep sea mys-

teries using advanced remote robot photography. We

will all miss our dynamic and entertaining friend great-

ly. He definitely made his mark in the world and

grabbed every chan<e,tv,ril,rlrli' l',rr'l llt,rl what life is

about! ?

Farewell, Great Wighty.
lan Lewis

Acknowledgement is given for much of tlttl ttlortl rtlccnt

information contained in this article whic h was

obtained from the Great Wight website I would also

like to thank Peter Horne for his excellent assistance in

the preparation of this tribute.

Footnote -
When you look at his

outstandinq contribu-
tion to the sport of
Cave Diving via his

flms, Andy Wight was
well overcluc for an

Aw,rrtl Irotn orrr \l)orl
wlrr,ro lrr'',l,rrlctl lri',

cxri'lli,nl utrtli'tw,tlt't
( rll'('('l

Accordinqly, lwo ol tts

would like to norn nate
him for membership of
our Hall of Fame.

lan Lewis CDAA#258
John Dalla-Zuanna CDAA#236
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Risk of Solo Cave DMng -
0pinion of an Explorer
By Brian Kakuk

Add to the mystique of diving in underwater caves the fact that some of us actu-

ally go into these places by ourselves, and some even prefer it, and the uniniti-

ated simply nod their heads in disbelief. Solo diving is often seen as an activi-

ty that is frowned upon for the masses, yet quoted positions on solo diving by

major training agencies leave open contingencies for experienced, properly

equipped divers:

From: http://wwwscubaadventures,eu/index'php/solo-diving/149-solo-diving-
padi-worldwides-position

"PADI's position is clear; solo diving proponents should advocate responsible

solo diving on its own unique merits, requisite training, and equipment needs

and not through sensationalized attempts to disparage a proven safety system

that has served the majority of recreational scuba divers well. @2007

lnternational PADI, lnc."

From The National Association for Cave Diving Standards and Procedures:

"The NACD does not condone nor disapprove of solo diving. The NACD believes

that individuals have the right to make decisions to dive in the manner they

choose as long as it does not endanger other divers or the environment. We

believe that there are many ways to dive safely. We believe in the freedom to

make decisions regarding our own well-being."

Defining solo diving

The first web search description for a solo diving reveals: "5olo diving is the

practice of scuba diving alone without a "dive buddy". Solo diving, once dis-

couraged, is now beginning to gain acceptance among experienced divers who

have skills in self-sufficiency and redundant backup equipment."

en.wikipedia.orglwiki/Solo-diving

Descriptions of this type of diving vary greatly depending on the activity

Throughout my diving career I have heard statements such as "same ocean,

same day" referring to dive partners who may enter the water together, but

soon separate as part of the plan, or as conditions dictate. This is often simply

a statement used to circumvent complete admission to acceptance of a solo div-

ing activity.

I prefer my own cave diving definition:

"Diving completely alone where the only possible chance of in-water/in-cave

rescue is self-rescue. "

I believe this definition leaves little to be interpreted and states emphatically that

the diver must have both the experience and equipment required to extricate

oneb self from the cave when circumstances arise. It also acknowledges the fact

that no one can plan for the myriad of scenarios that can possibly happen in an

underwater/underground environment, and that the diver must thoughtfully

consider and accept the level of risk as such..

Accident Analysis

It is human nature to try and blame either an individual

or a practice with a "cause and effect" view of any par-

ticular incident. This is where accident analysis comes

into play. Accidentanalysis has been, and continuesto

be the most effective tool for the evolution of under-

water cave related training worldwide.

Acknowledging known contributors to an accident

cannot be discounted and solo diving is no exception.

Of the 34 incident reports found on the lnternational

Underwater Cave Rescue and Recovery (lUCtR)

website (999 to Present)
(http://iucrr.org/incident-reports.html), 6 (or 17 .6o/o)

of the cave-related incidences can truly be designat-

ed as having happened during solo diving activities.

Of these incidences, one was an open water diver

with no cave training whatsoever, another being an

experienced cave diver, while the remaining divers I

would consider very experienced. The numbers are

even less (15 out of 234 = 6.4ok), in a well-

researched presentation, outlining international cave

diving fatality statistics from 1913 to 1999 (Bozanic

and Halpern PowerPoint "Cave Diving Fatalities a

Summary" 1999). lt should be noted that this list is

incomplete and there are other reports that have

either not been submitted to the IUCRR or are not

considered cave diving fatalities/incidents. None of

the last three cave diving fatalities in Australia were

included in these reports.

Some would argue that any "percent" of fatalities

deemed from a specific cause should be addressed

outright and prevented through regulation.
However this mentality does not allow for the list of

scenarios where the inclusion of another diver would

inevitably lead to a second or third diver fatality.

Conversely, it could be argued that some of the mul-

tiple fatality dives reported could have been avoided

had they been conducted solo. Some of the scenar-

ios where conditions warrant an independent solo

diver include:
o Extremely small passages where team members

physically cannot reach each other.

. Small Silty passages where a second diver cannot
efficiently respond to an out of air situation.

. Scenarios involving extreme methods of
exploration including side mount an no mount
diving activities.

. Scenarios involving possible line entanglement
or inadvertent cutting of the line in zero visibility.

The list above includes real-life scenarios for cave div-

ing on nearly every continent, generally during explo-

ration activities. My personal experience of having a

line cut by a second diver on an exploration dive after

passing a low restriction half filled with mud is quite

real. Additionally, the second diver who had

beconre entangled in the line, simply cut it, aban-

rlorrcrl il (,rnd rnyself) and exited the cave leaving me

lo Iirrrl rrry own w,ly otrl in zero visibility throuqh a

rrrtrrkly ti",ltit liott ,tl ,t tk'1llll oi '1 50 feet (45M).

lJi,r,rrr,,r, ol llris (,rtrrl stttttt' tllltt't lt'ss tlr.tttt.ttic inci-

ckrrrit:s) | lt,tvt'',t'ltkrttt, tl t'vt'r itlilttrlt'rl ollltlr divers

orr rny exploraticttt divtts ovt'r lllt' l,rst 70 ytl.trs.

Banning Solo diving doesn't allow lor our community

to evolve techniques, configurations or training to

address different styles of cave diving. Solo cave div-

ing has been an important tool used for exploration

of caves worldwide. Thousands of solo cave dives

have been safely conducted by experienced, well

equipped divers, expanding our knowledge of these

amazing places and opening the doors to places that

no one knew existed.

Proper Training and Equipment - lndependent
Gas Supplies
It would be foolhardy to state that solo cave diving is

safer than buddy cave divinq. Thcre .rrc so many

scenarios where having a secotlrl cl vt'r .lrld accompa-

nying gas supply have savt'tl ,r lrlr', t'spt't.ially where

back mounted, manifolrlorl rlottlrlo rylirlders are

used. In fact, it is thc opirriotl ol rrrystllI and many

others that due to llto l,tr L ol ltttt' rcdundancy in a

manifolded systerrrr (lltr'',i' ,ttl otrly redundant AFTER

an isolator valvt' ir r lo',r'rl), tltvt'rs using this configu-

ration should ,tlw,ty', tltvc wilIr a partner, or carry

extra, conrlrk'loly rrrrlr'1x'tttlt'rlt gas supplies reserved

specifically lor lr,rtIrttl ttt llte event of a gas supply

casually rrrrtr lt ,r', t kr',t'rl Circuit Rebreather (CCR)

divers rkr.

Rr:rltrrrrl,rrrl r;,rr',rrlrplies such as independent back

rrrourrlr,rl r ylinrlt't',, Buddy Bottles (independent bail

out sl,r(l(,',), ot sitit-- mounted cylinders are the only

rornpk,lr,ly rcrlrrndant gas supply configurations cur- )

Ar cave divers,

our reasons for
partlcipating in our

activity are as varied

as the people who

conduct the dives.

We each have

individual reasons

for strapping on a

set of cylinders

and swimming

into a place that

is considered by

the vast maiorlty, a

dangerous and high

risk environment.

Yet we all justify

our sport by reciting

guotes from our

instrudors, mentors

or explorers who

feel that with the

proper training and

equlpment, our

underwaterl

underground

actlvlty ls generally

safer than driving

in city traffic.
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rLrt ,,r u.,,,1 li,r i ,rv( rlvnr(l ()l li't ltttital diving. Solo

I r r,,,r', rrr, ,11,,1y,11y lrr;r,rl lo u\c one of the above
, ,,rrlltrrr,rlr,r', ,lrl ',lr< k lty their intended uses

rr lulur llrr,,,lrrr I r,,r'ol lhe 3rds rule or better, and

.r r'r,,rv, r rr,rrr rl,nrl)(I t('(lttndancy.

\/\/l rr.r r I lr ,, rl , rl , rr r itlcnt analysis that included solo

rlrv.r',. l ,r,r' llr,rl llre root issue comes back to two
l trr,rl r,rrr',r,', Orre is the first of the 5 general rules
,,1 ( ,rv(, diving derived from accident
, rr r, rly',r', lr,rining. These divers either broke their
rrrl.,, ol lr.rining by either not maintaining redundan-
ry ol tlrcir gas systems, dived beyond their level of
tr,uur(J, dived past the rule of thirds (also the third
r;,,rrr,r,rl rule of cave diving) or dived too deep for
llrlrr level of training (also the 4tr. general rule of cave

r irvir rq).

llrr,second cause that I see could possibly be called

ll,rt out bad luck. lt appears that the only plausible

i'xplanation for a few of these accidents was simply

llr.rt they were delayed in their exit, either due to
orrtanglement or becoming stuck for a prolonged

pr,riod of time, probably in zero visibility. Since no

one was there to see exactly what happened, it is

irnpossible to say whether it was that the divers were

tlistracted and simply broke the rule of thirds, or

whether the "bad Iuck" scenario contributed.

Accepting Risk Responsibly

When any diver makes the decision to cave dive,

regardless of what level they are participating at, and

whether they dive solo or not, they should complete-

ly consider the level of risk of the dive. Divers should

keep in mind that they are accepting the risk of the

dive not only for themselves, but for others including,

family who they might be leaving behind (and having

to dealwith the emotional and financial ramifications

of a worst case scenario), friends and the cave diving

community as a whole.

As members of the cave diving community, we need

to consider how our dives might also impact our fel-

low divers, land-owner relationships, possible legal

actions, and local and federal regulations that might
be imposed on us. After looking at reports and

speaking with persons who have done recoveries of
solo divers, it seems to me that the answer doesn't lie

with banning an activity that has been conducted

since our sport was conceived. I believe we can

greatly reduce solo diving as a contributing factor
through 1) training, 2) experience, 3) being properly

equipped, and a commitment to the proper use of all

three.
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Karst Science
A brief comparison of four great cave diving areas
through documentaries

By lan Lewis

Oornparisons and a Film record
For this issue, l'm going to look at a comparison of four

very large limestone regions full of great cave diving -
the Nullarbor, Mount Gambier, Florida and Mexico's

Yucatan Peninsula. These four regions consist of some of
the world's largest continuous limestone sheets. They

have several special things in common - creamy coralline

fossil-rich rock, vast flat-layered sedimentary strata, rid-

dled with caves and sinkholes (karst), and extensive

fresh or near-freshwater aquifers. Their limestones are

generally about the same age and were all formed at a
particular phase when much more of the earth's coastal

areas were covered by warm tropical seas, in latitudes

that are colder today.

I l1'., r'1111,,11r',',11,'l llrr' r, )rlr l,,rllr )'r', l', Vr'ly illl('l
r",ltttr; lrttl lot lltt',,ttl r lr'l w,ttlllrl lo loo[. ,tl lltt'ttt
l r, rr lly llrl rttr ;lr lltl lyr", ol , ttr rlltt't t , tvt' t llvi'l
/\11r1;r.w Wrr;lrl Ilt, lttlrrtlr' ,ttltr [' ,tlrpr',tt', t'l',t'
wl rlr,, lt llrr', L ,,rt,' llrl Wl(lllly ltt,tli['rl ,t r ottt

lr,ilr',(r| l)r 'lw|r'tt ll!",r ' ,tlr',t, ll ,r rltll|t|ttl w,ty

IIr,rrr 1rr ,l ,,r,l rrrI ,rl ',,ttttlrlr", ,tttrl wttltttrl r;r'oIrr;y

l),rl)r'r', lrr, ,rtrrl lr', lttlttrl', ,rll r;ol ttt lltctr' ,ttttl

Irlrrrrrl llrr,',r' 1rl,t,r", lll lrlry,ttt ,rll llris itt 19BB

wlrr,rr Irl orr1,rrrrzlrl IIrc l',tntttkin l'l,rirrs expedition
lo llrc NLrll,rrlror. ll lurrs oLtt tlt.tt tlte video he pro-

rlrrr t'rl willr ,rll its rlrarra of the entrance flooding
lr,rr qivcn us a permanent record and excellent

irrsiqht into Nullarbor cave forming processes

wlrich we had not had before. Much more than
llrat, he was part of a group of us developing a

wider concept that even though the limestone in

tlrcse four big regions is similar, it is the environ-
rrent that affects its aquifers and the caves which
llrerefore form. Wighty began to explore these
ronnections in a series of documentaries which
lr,rve become a great record of the difference in

I lroir characteristics.

'l'Irc Nullarbor
I r;,rvr, .r workshop at the CDAA AGM a couple of
y(',u', ,r(lo with an exercise at the end where I got
(,v('ryon(, lo cxamine a satellite photo of the

whole Nullarbor Plain looking for tell-tale geolog-

ical signs which may indicate cave zones there. ln

later years we have begin to link the big caves

with suspected large fault lines and Cocklebiddy is

a prime example - Tkms in a straight north-south
line which shows up much longer on the satellite

image. The water in the Nullarbor lakes and tun-
nels is called an "unconfined aquifer" as it reach-

es air and is not under artesian pressure. One the-
ory is that the deep groundwater slowly dissolves

wide flat passages along these fractures until they
become so big that they collapse upwards into
those familiar massive hallways.

But this always seemed a bit simplistic as there is

much less rubble left in these passages than we'd
expect. So a lot more rock has been removed over

time, and it takes a great deal of aggressive ongo-
ing solution in moving water to achieve that.
Pete Buzzacott emailed me a while ago asking

why were there large water-scalloping marks so

high up on the walls of the giant entrance cham-

ber of Cocklebiddy Cave (there are also outstand-
ing examples in Abrakurrie Cave). Well, they are

evidence that the water level was once a lot high-
er, but also evidence that the whole Nullarbor
limestone region is being gently uplifted so many

of the caves are now high above even ancient
water tables. So how could still water low down
in these systems continue to produce large and

sometimes intricate passages? Wighty's Pannikin

Plains film provides a very important answer and

it's documented !

We think the Nullarbor is flat but it's not. A large

cave entrance has a wide flat drainage basin

around it several kilometers in diameter with a

tiny gradient leading to the entrance. You never

see it by just standing on the surface. But when
the cyclone hit Pannikin Plains, up to 30 square

kms of water all headed for the entrance and we
have this amazing photo of the lake across the
surface of the plain, all hammering into the cave.

Such a huge volu-me of fresh water full of organ-

ic and soil elements pours through the rockpiles

and mixes with the static brackish water below.

This interface suddenly becomes highly chemical-

ly active and dissolves limestone at a fast rate. lt is

a major contribution to the development process

of large deep caves there. ln 1974, we had the

same experience at Cocklebiddy and a waterfall
poured straight into the entrance, formed imme-

diately after an hour of rain. So we now realize

that cave formation out there is also episodic,

related to cyclonic water inflow not just slowly by

still groundwater.

So the Nullarbor caves are long, deep, with near-

stationary water (a micro-movement towards the

coast) but much of the limestone is high and dry.

One possibility is that the extremely deep magma

under the Western Shield that has lifted the

Nullarbor limestones is generating heat in several

faultline areas which may be why Tommy

Graham's Cave has relatively warm water - evi-

dence from Pete Buzzacott's thermal studies there
(there are other explanations for this, too).

Mount Gambier
l've written quite a lot about this region on sever-

al occasions. After Wighty completed the

Pannikin Plains film "Nullarbor Dreaming", a

number of us talked quite a bit about how the

cave-forming processes might occur in the Mount
Gambier area, since we don't get surface floods

there. There is magma below a number of the vol-

canoes, far closer to the surface than deep

beneath the Nullarbor. The whole Mount
Gambier region has been eased upwards over the

last million years or so but the pressure doing this

has been periodically relieved by volcanoes blast-

ing through the top the Mount Burr Range has

about B volcanoes and lllcrc''s Mount Gambier

and Mount Schank, of r ottrst' llltlrc art: faultlines

across the region alttrtrl wlrir ll sirlkllolcs develop

and there's an a( ltr,rl l,rrrlllirlt' irr Kilsby's Hole

which runs alorttl llrc ttt,tttt tlttt't tiorl of the giant

room, and is irt I,r< t il', wltolt'sotrtll eastern wall.

We understor>tl llr,rl irltr', llrc aquifer is very close

to the sLrrl,rr r' ,ttrtl Ilow', irrlperceptibly towards

the coast, likl llrl Nrrll,rrlror Wighty took a couple

of plarrc llirllrl', wrllr tl', ,15 w€ searched along the

coast lot oulllow', A', is now known, there are a

nunrtrt,r ol llrlrr lrcsirles Pics and Ewens, though

nol nr',rrly,r', lrit; Ilttt they all add up and there's

a krl ol w,rllt rt)()vornent happening within a kilo-

nrt,lcr ol llrc t oastline draining the karstfield.

Wirllrly lr,rrl lrl,rrrs trt recent years to criss-cross this

rr.r;ion in Iris ltclicopter to work on a Mount >
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,,,rlrl,ir I r1,,, riilI.||l,ry ,rl)()rll lll(' (ollnectiOn

lr, r,,,, r'r tl!,, ,r,lrrl,r, llr('ltntr"'lttttt', karst features

rrr, I tlrr. .rrl,rr . r.rolrrr;y ol tlrc coastal Wetlands.
, rlt ,,,l,lll'lll'lltl"wr)l l.

l"loltrl;t
r rr. rr,,r',( rr wlry ,l doco on the Mount Gambier
,rr,,,r ,lrr lrr'l rgll (lone at the time was that the
,,1r1rr rr trrrrrly (,une for Wiqhty to film in Florida. He

, { )rr)l)rrr,(l willr Wes Skyles, another highly-experi-
, rr, r,rl r,rv('(liver there who knew the region like

tlrr, lr,rr k of his hand and was one of the experts

,rr llorirla after Sheck Exley died on a 1000ft dive

rrr tlrc Mexican mountains. Wes was also a superb

urrk'rwater cameraman and the quality of his

work from Florida to the Antarctic still astounds

,rrrr1 delights us. Wighty and Wes made a doco on

tlrc interrelationship of the Florida aquifers, the

',rrrlace river systems, the karst, the life forms they

',rrpport, the environment and the problems of
pollution.

Iloridas limestone is also like Mount Gambier -
t krse to sea level. But the big difference is that the

,rrluifers flow strongly throughout the limestone
,rnd are fed by head waters in the hills of south-
t'rrr Georgia to the north where there is snowmelt

,rlter winter and almost a year-round supply of
incoming water. So Wightys documentary shows

rrs that Florida cave passages are much more

rounded than ours with scalloping, sculpting and

r usping in the walls from the effects of the strong
( urrents, where cave divers can't just jump in with
lhe current or they never get back against itl No

such trouble in Mount Gambier or the Nullarbor.

Wiqhty was one of the pioneers of the use of
Lrrrderwater dye releases by divers and this has

Ircen used to trace very slow movements in

Mount Gambier and the Nullarbor but fast ones in

lkrrida.

',o llrr. whole Florida limestone plain is like a

',1 )()nrt(,with several large taps continuously filling
,rr, r'nri ,rnd with leaks in all directions down the

rrrrrlrlll ll i,, a very active cave-forming process

,rrrrl rIrr,',rr'l rrccd flash floods like Pannikin Plain

i , rvl l. I lr,1r r lissolving in large volumes.

Wrrllrly,rrrrl Wr,', w(,re very brave boys to put on

Irlrrr llrr, I.rrl r,llr,r l'' ol large profitable farm enter-
prrr.,r,,, (1r,rrlrr rrl,rrly rrrcr,;a-dairies) pouring vast

amounts of pollution directly into the aquifers.

The sight of it is horrible. The danger was that
they were threatened several times by owners and

big busrness who did not want the bad publicity.

These are multi-million dollar operations and they

didn't want a few uppity cave divers blowing their

cover, especially when there were rare white cray-

fish to protect as well. lt got nasty there for a

while but Wighty and Wes still made the decision

to feature it in their Florida documentary anyway.

Fortunately, this has led to greater awareness of
the effects on all Floridians and better anti-pollu-

tion laws.

Mexico
The Yucatan Peninsula is huge with hundreds of
cenotes and thousands of smaller entrances to
water. They are still being found in the jungle all

the time. The Yucatan limestone has experienced

something far more impacting than the other

three regions - it is riddled with huge complex

fracture patterns from the effects caused by the

enormous meteor which wiped out the dinosaurs

and plenty of everything else when it smashed

into what is now the Gulf of Mexico, along the

northern border of the Yucatan. The Yucatan

limestone was not there then (60 million years

ago) but arrived about 20 MY ago and is heavily

influenced by the remaining meteor impact frac-

tures. The Yucatan aquifers flow throughout
these intricate patterns, generating sinkhole and

karst development in intense quantities"

Andy looked at the variety and patterns of caves

and sinkholes, relying on locals as guides, and

learned of the intimate relationship they have

with these features going back over 1 000 years of
the Mayan civilization. Cenotes were used for
human sacrifices but also for vital water supplies

as the jungle was not a dripping wet year-round

monsoon iungle but a dry, tangled one grimly

growing through the limestone with roots ever

seeking the precious water beneath. Where there

were no handy caves, the Mayans and their
descendants have even scraped out sizeable

rooms in the soft limestone to capture groundwa-

ter seeping in from the aquifers.

Later on, Wighty and others began to realize that
the springs and flowing cenote systems along the

east coast towards Cozumel were showing signs

of pollution from further inland where locals did

not connect in their minds that rubbish in various

cenotes flowed straight into their water supply

near the built up areas. This happened in Mourrt

Gambier too but at a far slower and less obvioirs

way. However, in the eastern Yucatan it meatrl

lives were at risk through ugly dangerous direr t

pollution Wighty followed this link betwectr

humans and karst in subsequent documentaricr

So this has been a quick sketch of four main qlolr

al limestone cave diving regions and how llrcy

compare. lt is also an acknowledgement ol llrl
importance of thefilm record of them. Wc slill rr',r'

these documentaries to draw new instrllll tttlrr

comparative studies of karst and hyclrolorlir,rl ',r r

ence, influenced by their different envirottttrt'ttl"

Footnote -
The accompanying photo of a rlivor wtllt,t r;tlt'tt
snorkel was the first underwalr'r pllolo lvct l,tkctt

in Pannikin Plains Cave llrt' rcrlrii',lr ttic k ri{

Pannikin Plains shows clearly r losc Ltp irl perf ect

viz. Keith Dekkers took the photo and yes, it's me

in cutting-edge cave diving gear in January 1974

Single tank with J-valve (in upright position!),

horse-collar vest, US divers sealed beam, wrist-

mounted capilliary gauge and the long snorkel.

On one expedition, Wighty borrowed my panel

van to drive from our Murr-El-Elevyn campsite to

Cocklebiddy and sideswiped a truck as he pulled

out onto the highway. When he got back, I said

"l-low the hell could you miss seeing a bloody

huge Semi on the highway??" On his later

Pannikin Plain expedition, Wighty found a long

green snorkel in 30nr of water at the bottom of

the entrance lake. He was talking to a bunch of us

later a't Moun't Gambier and wondered how a

snorkel like this got into Pannikin Plain. I said "Er,

it's mine. I lost it when Keith and lturned around

and headed out because we hadn't even noticed

the huge tunnel leading off from the bottom of

the lake tunnel" . Wighty said " How the hell could

you miss seeing a bloody huge tunnel off the lake

passage??" t guess honors were evenl

lan D Lewis #258 (LM) I
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Oxygen Troxicity in the Field
By Kathy Weydig and Joel Silverstein
Reprinted with permission of the Divers Alert Network Asia-Pacific

Icchnical diving expeditions require extensive
planning. Despite the best of plans, accidents can
happen when you least expect them. How you
deal with them is critical to the outcome.

I lrc National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Arlrrinistration (NOAA) had granted us a civilian
rcscarch permit to visit the USS Monitor. NOAA
lr,rr1 stopped issuing permits in 1997 and began
work with the U.S. Navy to salvage certain parts

ol the ship. Between 1998 and 2002, divers
rr,rrroved the propeller shaft, engine & gun turret.

orrr visit would be the first civilian visit in more
I lr, rn scvcn ycars. The USS Monitor rests at a

tlr'glllr ol /.) rrrt,lrr,s 29 krn out from Cape
ll,rllcr,i,, N ( Al llr,rl rlr,1rllr, orrr djvers would be

rt',tlr; trrtxlrl r;,r',r,', lo rlor rtrrrcll lltc r It,tttr;es to
llrr,',rlr,',rrrr l llrr,y lr,rrl rltrrovltl nr,rl()r l)()lliotts rtf
IIrl Morrtlor Wr , wr,lr, ,rl',o r;,tllrlt tnr; tlt'r otttlltt",
'.tr)l rl,rl,r lot trlvv lrlx('(l (l,r', rltvl r ont;rttlt'l', ltll
t lr lrt,ttt lltrllt',,',t lr', ltttrrlorlV

Ilrr. irrritk.nt
lwo rl,ry', tllo llrr, ',r,iortl wi'r'1. ol ottt ptojcr l, ,t

r,lr,lr( llltrl or r uttlrl A lr',ttl ttrctttltt't tottvttlsttrl
,r', ,r rr",rrll ol oxyrlr'n loxir ily Otrc ol our plrotog
r,rplrr,r,,, ,r 'r1 yt,,rr olrl rr,rn with five years of tech-
rir,rl t,xpcrir:ncc. .lnd more than 30 years of over-
,rll rliving experience, suffered an underwater con-
vrrlsiorr caused by oxygen toxicity. His dive was to
l,rst no more than 20 minutes with a "run time"
of 60 minutes. (Run time is the total time spent
rrnderwater in reference to a decompression dive.
lrr this case, the diver spent 20 minutes at depth
,rnd 40 minutes on decompression stops.) He car-
ricd twin tanks filled with 11/40 trimix and
rkrcompression cylinders of 50 percent nitrox and

1 00 percent oxygen, standard mixes at these
rkrpths.

Alter 14 minutes on the bottom, the diver began
lri., ;rscent to 2'l metres, where he was to make his

r;,rs switch to nitrox with 50 percent oxygen. By

rrrisl.rke, he switched to pure oxygen. While man-
,rryinq a large camera without a tether, he made
llrl r;,rs switch to 100 percent oxygen instead.

This put his partial pressure of oxygen level, or
PO2, at 3.12 atmospheres absolute, more than
twice the maximum oxygen level for a diver.
(Note: The U.S. Navy is currently using 1.3 ATA as

the limit in its closed-circuit rebreathers, while lim-
its of 1.4-1 .6 are more commonly selected by civil-

ian divers and NOAA scientific divers. See Oxygen
Toxicity sidebar.)

While making his ascent, the photographer con-
tinued breathing the oxygen for the next nine

minutes. At 12 metres, he encountered another
diver who was completing decompression. At this
point, his eyes went into a blank stare, his body
went rigid, and he began to convulse. The other
diver grabbed him and the anchor line and

attempted to hold his regulator in place.

Not interrupting his own decompression, the diver

held the injured diver while the convulsion contin-
ued. As the diver's entire body shook, the decom-
pressing diver managed to deploy a marker buoy
to get some attention. Two divers had just entered

the water and got the injured diver to the surface.

On the boat we heard a yell for help.

To the rescue

lmmediately we went into rescue mode.
Swimmers rolled into the water to get the injured

man up and on to the deck, where we stripped
him of all gear. The injured man had a weak pulse

and was experiencing labored breathing; clear

froth came from his nose and mouth.

We began first aid and oxygen administration
while the captain radioed the U.S. Coast Guard;
he issued a mayday call and requested a helicop-
ter. We worked on the injured diver for almost 30

minutes, when, without any notice, he regained

consciousness and sat up.

Still there were other divers we needed to get out
of the water before we could move the boat.

Once everyone was on board, we completed the
airlift.

The helicopter flew to Virginia Beach, where the
injured man unde,rwent hyperbaric treatment. He

remained overnight under observation and was

released the next day. The diver made a full recov-

ery and within a few months he returned to diving.

Our own dive operations resumed the next day.

A good outcome
The outcome of this accident was positive, but it
could have quickly become a fatality. Fortunately,

we had a management plan and personnel in
place to handle the situation and the support of
the Coast Guard; as a re;ult, we airlifted the

injured diver expeditiously to an appropriate med:

ical centre.

After the incident, we revised our diving proto-

cols. All divers now conduct a visual gas confir-

mation check of ascending and descending

divers, and a dive partner or safety diver confirms

all gas switches. ln addition, camera tethers are

now mandatory.

Good planning entails preventive measures

Technical diving operations require a support crew

not only to run the diving operations but also to
manage unexpected accidents. While oxygen tox-

icity cases rarely develop, this incident showed
what can happen.

Oxygen Toxicity

Although oxygen is required for human life, it can

have toxic effects when breathed at above-normal
pressures. The target organs affected are the

lungs and the central nervous system. Oxygen

toxicity involving the lungs, called pulmonary oxy-

gen toxicity, results from many hours of exposure,

usually encountered only during recompression

treatments or during long decompression using

enriched oxygen breathing.

Recreational divers can encounter oxygen toxicity

involving the brain (termed CNS oxygen toxicity).

The diver using regular scuba equipment at rea-

sonable depths will not encounter this problem,

but gas density and heavy exertion can cause car-

bon dioxide retention that makes divers more sen-

sitive to oxygen. The current maximum oxygen

partial pressure recommended for recreational

diving is 1.4 to 'l .6 ATA.

Air will have an oxygen partial pressure of 1.4 and

1.6 ATA at 61 and 72 msw, respectively. Divers

using modified gas mixtures with concentrations

of oxyqcn hiqhor than air are at risk at much shal-

lowr,r rir,pllrs.

A 'll 1rr,rr lrrl r,nti< lrcd air nitrox mix will have an

oxyr;r,n p,rrlr,rl l)r(",\ure of 1.4 and 1 6 ATA at 36

,rrrrl4 j rrr',w, rr",1rr,r liverly. A 36 percent nitrox mix

wr I lr,rvr,,rr ()xy(l('n p,rrtial pressure of 1-4 and 1.6

AIA ,rl I I ,rrrrl l/ rrsw, respectively. A diver

lrrr,,rllrrrrr; l)lr{'.xy(l('n <an have convulsions at

rlr'1rllr',,r',,lr,rllow,t', () rtlsw.

Signs & Synrl)totrls
. N,rrr',r,,r . ( or rvrl',tol .l)izziness
. l(rrrltrrrl r',rt', . /\lrtrotttt,tl vt',irttl
. l,r, r,rl lu,-r l, lrtttrl . ( ottltt',loll

( olvrrl',tr )1 , ( )t ',{'1,'ltl ", tlttl lt t oxyr;t'rt are not

lr,rrrrrlrrl grlt ',r', tl lltl rltvlt r,ttt lrt'1ttt'vt'tllcd from

rr rlr rry wl rr[' ll rt, t',1 rtt rr 1, tl tot tl t tt ltottt t It<lwrlirtc;. An

i )xyi l(,t r { otrvt tl',toI I n t, ry ( )( ( ttt wtll tottt w,trtlinq.

Prevention

I)() r)()l usc brcatlrinq gases with oxygen concen-

Ir,rtiorrs inappropriately high for the depth.
Oxygen partial pressures high enough to cause

symptoms are unlikely when diving on air within
recommended recreational depth/time limits;
most likely they will be encountered when breath-

inq elevated oxygen mixtures or when using

closed circuit rebreathers improperly.

A maximum oxygen partial pressure of 1.4 ATA

has been recommended for open-circuit scuba

using nitrogen-oxygen breathing gas mixtures. For
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',, rl),r (lrv(,r', wlto,ttlltc're to the 1.4 ATA oxygen

Irrrrl, ,rrroxyt;r,n tonvulsion is unlikely.

( )xy(l('n p,rrtial pressures as high as 1.6 ATA fol-

Irwrrrr; lhe NOAA depth/time limits have been

rr',r'rl by some, but it is usually recommended that
tlrt,',c higher partral pressures be reserved for situ-
,rlions in which the diver is largely at rest, such as

r ltrring decompression stops.

I or extended diving exposures using rebreathers,

lhe U.S. Navy has a '1 .3 ATA limit oxygen partial

f)ressure. Special training is required before diving

nitrox or using rebreathers. This should include

rnethods of minimizing the possibility of oxygen

toxicity.

lf symptoms occur, reduce the oxygen partial pres-

sure immediately by ascending or switching to a

brcathing gas with a lower oxygen partial pres-

srrre. Do not assume that an oxygen convulsion

will not occur until the diver has been on a

rtrlrrrerl oxyqcn level for at least five minutes.

Treatment

I ,rrly ',ytrrplottt', ',lrotrlrl lrl ltr',tlt'tl lly ''rrrl,rr lrlrl, if

; ro',',tlrll M,rt t, tr ;r'tttt'ttl oI,ttt ttt tt It'tw,tlt't',r'iztlrt'

is difficult, and the victim's life is clearly at risk

Like learning CPR, practicing the proper handling

of an oxyqen convulsion helps you maintain this

vital skill.

Once the convulsiotr subsides, if the mouthpiece

is secure (or if the diver is wearing a full facc

mask) and the divcr is still in the water ancl

breathing, then lcave everything in place until you

can get the diver out of the water. Once on the

surface, if the diver is not breathing, remove the

mouthpiece and begin rescue breathing, clearing

the airway, as required.

While the injured diver is in the water, the main

goal is to prevent drowning. After the seizure

ends, ensure that the diver's airway is open. Once

out of the water, be on the lookout for foreign

bodies in the airway.

During a convulsion, it is possible to bite off parts

of the mouthpiece, which can find their way into

the trachea. In these cases the diver will begin

coughing upon returning to consciousness, or the

diver may try to breathe but not get any air into

lhe lLrnqs Here you need to institute the standard

lrroc crlrrrcs taught in CPR classes to remove a for-
lrrpr trotly

Source: I)r,,rt (rtlcl, Pollock NW (with Moon RE,

IJryrrt r iori t)M, Mycrs J, Douglas E) DAN Dive and

lr,rvcl Mcdical Guide,4th ed. Divers Alert
Network Durham, NC, 2006; 90 PP.

Who is the Divers Alert Network (DAN)?

For scuba divers worldwide, DAN means safety,

health and peace of mind. DAN are the experts in

diving accident management. The organisation is

committed to improving the safety of diving for all

divers. DAN strives to achieve this goal via activi-

ties that include providing Worldwide Emergency

Evacuation Coverage and optional Dive lnjury

lnsurance Services for Members; funding and/or

manning 24-hour diving emergency hotlines

throughout the region; offering non-emergency

diving medical advice, accident management

training; and undertaking data collection and

research to enhance dive safety. wwwdanasia-
pacific.org
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! Sutomit YOUR Prcfile to Guidelines!

I rA us aboutyou and Your Cave Dit

! . When did you begin cave diving?
I . what geaado you use?
I . What dive store are you affiliated with?
I . Are you an U.W. PhotograPher?
I . wfrat Camera do you use?
I . Where was your list dive or dive trip?
I . Where would you like to dive overseas?
I
I i:ji'rl 

"7 
l,'' ,3,.:r;:,i ,l .

! o What do You do for work?

I I r Married?, does your paftner dive too?

I I ...or what ever else you can think of I,l
! fmait a 250 word Profile, a pic of you & your favourite

! il,il;;t ;;h;tt" iliJlrin!'oi*dir.i'.o* r, t
! Contributors will receive a FREE Oceanic Hollis Mask, Value $129'00

I

trffire %dkffi-ffi
v-5000 HID
4AH NiMH batteries,

l Owatt fixed focus beam
lnternational charger

Contact John Vanderleest
jfvPtpg.com.au 041 9 775 77 1
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lflnt dlvcd Bakers Cave in February this year with a

gmup of five others that included Jimmy Wirtanen'

ilalre Cooper and Fabrice Boesch; Tim Muscat had

dlved this site earlier and so was naturally the site

organiser for the day. lt certainly wont be my last

dlve here for many reasons. lf ever you get the

chance to explore this little'dived site, jump at it'

you will not be disappointed. For whatever reason

it has not been patronised for some years and only

recently has it gained favour' Maybe it had

something to do with the land ownership change'

Matt Skinner; the site manager, best put it to me

when he described the site as being like The Shaft in

that you are lowered down into the water and in a

cavern with a lake and don your gear in the water;

like Allendale as you will see blue yabbies and with

the same general profile of a constant sloping floor

that bottoms out to black silt at about 33 metres'

and like The Pines as there are many places to poke

around in and run jump reels and even passages

where divers can only access areas single file'

Differences are that it is far wider than Allendale and

a lot higher from the floor to the roof especially in

the first half of the cave' Visibility is absolutely crys-

tal clear and as good as or betier than the best day

at Kilsby's. A few good things about this site is that

you can actually stand up in about one metre of

water atop the rock pile (dependent on the water

table as it is seasonal) and gear up' Also there is a

fixed orange line running down the centre of the

cave from about six metres to near the bottom'

The rules and obligations are many and are similar to

Kilsby's and unique to this cave rated site' The con-

ditions of entry are summarised below'

Up to six divers can dive the site on one day'

lndemnity forms need to be signed prior to

the dive and you must have an original with

you on the day of the dive and must be left

in the dairy office of the farm during your

stay. Even non-divers CDAA members need

to fill out an indemnity form. This copy will

last you five years. Only currently paid up

CDAA members can enter this site whether

they are diving it or not. A condition of entry

is that if you need to use a toilet then do so,

one is made available next to the office in

the dairy (does it get better than that I ask

you). Do not use the paddock at all regard-

less of what You might think.

As with Kilsby you all anive at the farm gate

at the appointed houl anytime after Sam,

and enter the property in your vehicles sin-

gle file and very slowly drive down the drive-

way that passes next to the farm house and

dairy. The idea being to minimise ihe dis-

turbance to the farmer and his family because of

possible barking dogs and the fact tha't this is a

working dairy and they iust may be asleep that time

of day as they have probably been up since 5am

milking cows. Vehicles leaving the prop-

erty must do so slowly and as one group

and in single file. You must be off bY

2pm so You don't scare cows when theY

are rounded up for the afternoon milk-

ing. Basically we have to minimise our

presence as much as possible and keep

the land owners happy. Like at Kilsby's

no-one can leave the property (walk or

clrive) a't any time unless everyone leaves

toge'ther. Dives at Bakers Cave have to

be booked by at least two weeks ahead

of time after which the site manager

requests the permission for diving to

take place.

Other local site rules include at all times

at least one person must be topside who

has rope handling skills and at least one

1x'r',ott itr llrt' r;rotlp th,rt llas prcviorrsly dived this

srtc. A sleel ladder or SRT gear can also be used' ln

our case we used a vehicle to help hoist divers and

their gear up out of the cave entrance and required 2

Bakers Cave
abitlikeTheShaft,AllendaleandThePinesallrolledinto
one amazing and fun dive site

By Michael Mallis #4553
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rr, 1,, l.ri, ,l1,. r,,,r 1,r lqr'1r rltttt l'tlrt'lillwhilst the

,,t1,, r ,lr,,r,r' llrr' ,,rr ll l)(i',',il)l(' .) low range

, ,t,rt,l,r.,l ,1,.,rr l, r, (rr r ,r ,1 wltt'erl drive vehicle or

,,rrr tlr rr,l,rrrrl,rt wrrttlll ltt',1 bctteroptron than the

rrrrrrrr.rl ,1,',rlrr,, t,ll', w('t.lsed, just be CarefUl yOU

,1,,r rl l,rrrrr ,t rl yot tt rltltch like Fabrice nearly did.

r r1 1, , , ll 1 1r , , rl1r rw lt rottqh time to set up the A-frame

,rrrrl lrrr rlr,,un(l (ll). Two dives are po5sible before

lr,rvrr, I lo [',rvr'. Always leavethe sitetidyand exact-

ly,r', you lorttrrl it.

It r1r x'', willrout saying that CDAA member behav-

rorrr rlrrrirtg the whole time they are on site is noted

,rrrrl llr.rI establishing good relations and sticking to

llrc rulers will see us in good stead with the owners.

lt would be a pity if any bad behaviour by some

r|sults in the CDAA losing access to this magnificent

rlive site. Other site rules and conditions are listed

on the CDAA web site but basically you need to

book at least two weeks ahead of time via the CDAA

on-line booking system and no compressors or

srnoking is allowed on site.

The actual cave site is located about 50 metres north

along Stock Route road from Gouldens Sinkhole and

on the west side of the road. From here you assem-

ble and drive slowly as a convoy through the farm,

past the dairy and onto the dive site which is locat-

ed approximately 40 metres from the dairy.

Remember if passing through gates always leave

them as you found them, just like at Kilsby's. The

actual dive site itself is fenced off and you need to

remove the west side top railing to actually enter the

area; it keeps the cows out I imagine. The cave

entrance itself is about 900mm in diameter and for

the first metre has a raised concrete pipe section that

is capped off with a two piece steel plate. This top

is not locked and one only half need be removed for

access. The tunnel itself is about five to six metres

long which opens up to a cavern that has a lake

about 12 metres wide at the water's surface. There

is another 1 0 to 1 1 metres of drop before you reach

the water. An A-frame is assembled above the

entrance that can be belayed from nearby fence

posts. Lifting the steel cap revt"tl" 't "olttltott 
ltlltl

that has been widened enotll;ll lo l'rl r' krwt't 't
decent sized diver. As witll Ilrr'\lr'rll yott 'rtl low

ered by your harness we.lr ll{l yottt ttlttltt't"iott stltt,

and fins. lt is recommencltvl llr,ll yott,tl"o w("lr your

mask and take along.t lotrlr rwilttrt'tl on as you

enter. Once in the walerr swittr lo otlc side atop the

rock pile in approximately orlo rllctre of water' From

here you will don and dofl qear.

You gear up standing on top of the rock prle and

once you are kitted up and checks made and advised

the topside crew of your dive time etc you are away

You descend into a large open cavern that casts ter-

rific shadows of your buddies on the white walls

when you illuminate them

from behind. The walls and

ceiling are quite soft to the

touch so be verY careful

touching them. I noticed

some occasional dislodging

of this soft limestone when

our exhaust bubbles hit the

walls and ceiling which

resulted in small marble

sized pieces of limestone

falling; that was a little dis-

concerting I must saY. We

managed to get to the black

silt bottom at 33 metres but

there is also white silt to be seen in amongst

the boulders.

We ran a few jump reels to a few tunnels

which were up against the sides of the cave

and between large boulders. The whole cave

floor is littered with large and small boulders

which made for some interesting exploring

opportunities. The water clarity was astonish-

ing, no cioub't as a result of so few people have

dived this si'te in recent times.

We rnanaged an hour's dive time with our

sa'fety stop but the overall run time from entry

to exit was closer to two hours. Factor this in

l'f two dives are planned for the day. At our

safety stop we amused ourselves by watching

blue yabbies scurrying about. You will also

see some old bones and relatively recent ani-

mal carcasses near the top section, no doubt

rlrrc l<i sotttc utllorturl.rte critter falling in and

rlrowning. Old bottles and some manmade debrrs

litters the area but nowhere near as bad as

Allendale.

In my humble opinion I think this is one of the most

interesting cave dive sites going around lt offers

something for everyone and will not disappoint'

Its appeal is not only in the cave itself and its varied

attractions but in the difficult logistics required to get

in a dive, but isn't that what diving is all about, the

preparation and planning, the executlon and the

post dive dr:brief afterw;rrrls ovelr a rold one at the

local ptrb I
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CDAA Cave Course -
A personal experience
By Michael Mallis #4553

A1 1()on as I learned that Andy Higgins was putting
orr ,r CDAA cave diving course I immediately and

without hesitation signed up on the spot. Like ltold
Andy a while later there were two reasons why I did

so; first, I was ready for it. This meant that in the

time between doing my Deep Cavern course in March

2010 and now, I had done nearly 300 dives in many

and varied conditions and confident enough to tack-
le the next logical challenge for the sort of diving I

wanted to do. I also gave myself at least a year's

worth of Mt. Gambier diving, some 30 odd sinkhole
dives over seven trips in order to build up the experi-

ence and prerequisites needed to tackle the next

stage in gaining a Cave Diver qualification. More

importantly, I felt mentally ready to take on the new

challenges that this sort of diving demands' The sec-

ond reason was that the tourse had come at an

opportune time as I had the time to do it.
Coincidentally Andy was also my Deep Cavern course

instructor and I found that his style of imparting
knowledge and skills was in tune to my way of learn-

ing (although I could have done without the air gun).

And so, the alignment of the heavens was perfect for
me to undertake yet another new challenge which

would hopefully make me an even better and safer

diver.

My fellow victims, I mean participants, on the course

were Jimmy, Adrian and Tim. Coincidentally both

Jimmy and Tim were on my Deep cavern course 1B

rnonths earlier and I had known Adrian through his

,rssociation with my local dive shop. lts nice to have

I,rmiliar faces and buddies to hang out with at the best

of times and especially on a cave course. ln prepara-

lion for the course Jimmy and I travelled to Mt Gambier

ir July to do some practice dives and refresh our skills.

W(, even dived Gouldens .1ust to familiarise ourselves

willr the terrain once again by laying and recovering a

Irrrr, ,r few times with and without masks. I even

r,xpkrrcd the slot for the first time located under the

1rl,rllorrn that undercuts the ramp down to about 15m

',rulrl',t laying a line and feeling quite proud of myself

rrrlrl I lrrrned around. Despitewhat I thoughtwere my

lrr,',1 lllorls to keep silting to a minimum I had crapped
,,r rl r,vcryllrirrrl, it was dark and the only light source

vv,r', rrry lorr lr lttrninr; around I saw a slow moving

,rv,rl,rrr, Ir,, r,l',rll,rrlv,trt intl clown the gradient across a

one metre front. I remember thinking at the time,
"Crap, so this is what it's like?" The training auto-
matically kicked in and quite deliberately and smoothly

I recovered the line and all the while keeping a level

head until finally seeing Jimmy and daylight soon after.

lam quite used to ocean diving in very low visibility and

I do about one third of my dives at night anyway but a

silt-out situation in an enclosed environment is another
situation all together. At least in the ocean there is a

way out and that is straight up, in an enclosed over-

head environment there is no such easy option. Whilst

this was not a cave or true enclosed environment it did

give me a sense of what it could be like in the days to
come.

I undertook the course in October 20'1 '1 which consist-

ed of six hours of formal theory training along with

three in-water training and three supervised cave dives

in at least two different sites. The pre-requisites for the
course are that a diver has had to have held an entry

level SCUBA diver award for a minimum of 12 months,

hold a CDAA cavern award, have at least 30 unsuper-

vised cavern dives totalling 15 hours or 15 hours of
unsupervised sinkhole dives deeper than 1 B metres and

totalling a bottom time of 7.5 hours.

A minimum age of 1B years with a current diving med-

ical completes the requirements. Personally I would
add that this is a minimum level and doing more would
be highly encouraged. A week before we were to
travel to Mt Gambier and over two nights the formal
theory component of the course was undertaken at
Andy's home in Melbourne. Every aspect of what we

were to demonstrate in a week5 time was thoroughly
covered and on the last night we sat for the test.

Needless to say we all easily passed.

Travelling to Mt Gambier took just over six hours with

a couple of pit stops and lunch. In my experience I

always try and get to the Mount before dusk, the rea-

son being the kangaroos that have a scant regard for
their own or human life when they stray onto roads;

the evidence of which lies beside the road every few
kilometres. I left Melbourne at 1Oam and arrived at

4:15pm.

Everyone made their own way and on the whole took
their own route; personally I prefer the Western

Highway and taking the Ballarat bypass through

Beaufort, Skipton then onto the Midland Highway

through Hamilton. Everyone stayed at Pine Tank

Lodge, a favourite haunt for a lot of cave divers as it is

close to a few of the more popular cave sites like The

Pines, Fossil, Mud Hole, Stinging Nettle and Tank. lwas
greeted by Grant Pierce, owner manager who at the

time was unpacking his utility truck after having just

returned from a Nullarbor cave diving expedition; after

a few minutes talking about his excitinq dives I right

then and there set my sights on doing the same thing

in two years time, interested Jimmy? lt gave me a new
goal to aim for but first things first; I still had to pass the

cave course before thinking about these things.

Jimmy, Tim, Adrian and lwere
housed in the 'new'wing and

I can attest to the fact that it is

very quiet and I slePt like a

baby every night of my stay,

mind you, the course activities

and late nights had something

to do with this. Most
evenings were spent in town
either at the Mt Gambier pub

or one of the restaurants. As

is my nature I dressed uP as I

would for any other night on
the town but perhaPs I was a

tad overdressed as Grant com-

mented on the fact that he

thinks mine was the onlY suit

and tie he has ever seen at
Pine Tank Lodge; surelY that
can't be right!

The practical side of the course
consists of six dives and con-

ducted over three days in which the first
three dives are done at Gouldens followed
by the next three dives at cave rated sites;

in our case this was to be one at Allendale

and two at Pines. The first day saw us do

land-based skills which we were to demon-
strate underwater, frrst at Gouldens then
for real in a true overhead environment.

These skills involved self-extraction from
line entanglement, the use and deploy-

ment of jump-reels, direction and personal

rna rkers

Arrrl so, what was the course like? I have

lo lroncstly admit that it wasn't as tough as

I lr,rrl irr,rr;incd, on the whole it is actually

[",', rl,rrrrrlrnr; lhan the Deep Cavern course

,rrrl Irir ,r krl ol tr',rsotrs; first Deep Cavern
Ior rrro,,l r', ,r rlivt,r's Iir!l encounter with
ovlrlu,,rrl/',tnkltolt'/r,tvt'rtt rlivinq and is cer-

l,rnly rrrtrrtr rrrort' strltclttred than your

avcr,rqc OW t.livc iout',c'. lltorr: ir tnorc ernphasis on

team work, cquipmcnt contiguration, communica-

tions, trim and a heightened awareness of ones envi-

ronment and limitations not to mention the use of twin

sets, valve shutdowns, situational awareness, in-water

S-drills and personal safety. For most divers this is also

their first encounter with fresh and cold water diving,

twin sets and even dry suits making the course that
much tougher. By the time you do your cave course all

these skills are expected to have been mastered; it's not

the time to be refreshing anything.

As far as new skills are concerned, if you do your

homework you will already know what is expected of
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you and have even practiced these skills beforehand.
ln hindsight I believe that all of us 'students' psyched

ourselves out into believing that the skills we were
asked to perform in Gouldens were far harder than
they really were. I believe we all demonstrated less

than perfect skills those first few Gouldens dives; I put
t down to nerues and anxiety at what Andy could do
to us when we least expect it like losing a regulator
between breathes or getting a blast from that blasted
air gun (pun intended). ln one instance it drdn't help
to have the added real-life drama of both my second

stage regulators free flow at the most inopportune
times (thanks Adrian for adjusting them later that
night) Theory is one thing but actually demonstrating
skills in real-world conditions is quite another thing
;rltogether. We all stumbled at something or other
,rnd excuses notwithstanding we still came through.

Our only saving grace was that with each dive we dra-
rn,rtically got better at our skills and much to Andy's
rt,lir:f. He did confide to us later that he was initially
',rrrprised at our less than perfect coordination of skills
,r', lrrrrlrly pairs but I put it down to our own heightened
k,vr,l', ol anxiety. Thislust reinforces my conviction that
rirvr,r', ronsidering doing the Cave course must have
rl,rrrr, ,rl (,.rst two things, first, practice with a dive
lrLrrIly llrr,,,kills you are expected to do on the course
,,r,rt llr, vcry k'.tstfind a buddythat is alreadycave cer-
lrlr,,rl,rrrrl 1rr,rr liir,with them, a lot. I can'tsayfor how
L l, l ,r Il,\r"/ nr,rly dives you should do but practice
Lrrtrl 1i,,r,,rrr lrtr,r,rllyrio them blindfolded. Second, go
tr, l lt r,,r rl,rlr rl,rl,r l lrossibleand dive Gouldensto at
l, .r.t r,. I rrr lr,rrr,,,, your,,r'lvt,s with the layout as most

1rr,,,1 rl,, ,,, rLrlr I lr,rvr, ,r',t rlrvr,rl it on their Deep Cavern
,,,r ,r'r l'r,r, tr, rrr l llr, ,[ tll,, ,rl C]ouldens would be a
lr, ,r rrr'. ,rr ,l I lr ,llrl'; r'|r r,|r, r( l(, ,il )yone to dO SO if at all

t,,,..1,,

Goulden's would be familiar to most recent
deep cavern and cave divers as it is most
often used for controlled in-water training.
It is not necessarily deep but it does have a

pronounced thermocline at about 10

metres, lots of tie-off points and more
often than not suffers from low visibility.

The next three training sessions would see
us demonstrate our skills in the same
buddy pairs.

It is also a requirement that correct pre-dive
in-water safety checks are made; trim and
buoyancy, hand/tactile and light signals
given, regulator exchange with masks
blacked out and running a secured guide
line to the surface. Furthermore we must
demonstrate appropriate trim and buoyan-
cy at all times and not stir up silt. Things
can get a little more complex as you will
find yourself with a black-out mask after

having run out a line which has a cross-ovel as those
pesky cave gremlins will reset your tie-offs. The point
of this exercise is to correctly feel your way back to the
secondary and primary tie-offs during a simulated silt-
out situation.

Everyone gets to do these skills in turn and with the
same buddy pair throughout the course. Each task is

explained beforehand so that there are no surprises in

that regard. Another time you get to do an alternate
air share with your buddy whilst following a line with

mask blacked out. Personally l'd prefer the no mask

option but that's too easy as you can still see somethinq
but the mask makes sure you can't get any visual ( rr('\
and is more realistic.

ln no particular order more skills were demonstr.rlcrl
which included retrieving a line, removinq,rrry
wrapVtie-offs, make your way back to the surfacr, willr
an alternate air source supplied by your buddy willr
both masks removed (now that's a lot of fun, rrol, rl
'l2C water). The last skill demonstrated in Gorrlrllrr',
was extricating oneself from an entanglement ,rrorrrrr I

cylinder valves at depth with a black-out Tn,r',1. rrrr

There was also a reel lock and abandonmenl (,x(,r( r',r, l
which we exited whilst sharing air and arl,rirr wrtlr ,r

black-out mask. On one of these exeras(", rrr wlrrr lr
we recovered the line and exited with no rrr, r,,[', wr, , rl',r ,

had to perform a simulated deco stop ;rl llrr,',rr orrrl,rry

tie off point.

After our Gouldens dives we wet' rorrly lor llrr, rr,,rl

thing, Allendale cave. This was lo lrr.orrr lrr',1 'rr,,rl'

overhead cave environment and w0 w('r{'(llillr'{',r(l('l
to get on with it. There was no lrr,',il,rlrorr wlrt,rr Arrrly
asked who would be first, "['irk trrr', 1xl. rrrr"' lw,r',
hollering inside but with all tlrc rorrlro lr orrkl rrrrrslt'r I

nonchalantly raised my h.rrrrl willr ,rpp,rrt,nl rlishin;
and so.Jimmy and lwero rlrrr,r,n. Yl \ I rlon't think
.Jimmy would have cared oitlrcr w,ry lrut I was so ready
for this I was bursting.

After a pre-dive and on silc brret in which we inspect-
ed the entry/exit points Andy set up a knotted rope and
tied it off to a fence post before we descended down
and into the mouth of the cave. ]ust as well because
when I was fully kitted up I lost my footing on some
loose qravel at one point and overbalanced; fortunate-
ly I recovered with the help of the rope. I have since

put in an incident report to the CDAA advising them of
lho noar miss along with a suggestion that perhaps a

s,rft'ly r,ril of soTne kind be installed.

llrl lrill irrrlu<lcd not only the skills that were to be
r ovr,rr,rl lrrrl r,x,rctly how an entry was to be effected;
Al[,rrrl,rk' ,rl llris time had a higher than normal water
['vr,l, rr,rylrl orrr: metTe higher. This meant that one
lr,rrl to lrr,p,rrlirrrlarly careful entering and taking slow
, rr rr I r lr ,lrl ri'r, rlr, ,,tr'ps all the while not stirring up the silt.
V)r l)ul ()n yort lirrs in the water and gently float over
I() lll(, (,nlr,ln( r' wht n you descend into the cave
rrrorrllr Arrrly lr,rrl cnlored just priorto.Jimmyand me.
I l,rrrl llrr, rrrr,,rllr,r lr,rvirtrl earlier made a primarytie-off
orrlo,r ,,l,rlr, 

1rr,,l orrl,,irkt the cave. We entered the
w,rlr,r .rrrrl ,rllr,r r;r,,rr r ltrr ks we descended with lights
orr wlrrl',t p,ryrrrr; lr,rr lrr ul,rr ,rllcntion to the cave floor
,rrrrl r r,r rrr; ,rrrrl rrr,rl.rrrr; ',lt(, wc didn't touch any sur-
l,rr r, Ior lr',rr oi ',r'r,rrrrl rl i,xpkrrl' in a cloud of silt, nat-
rrr,rlly,r lrrr; ro rrrr

Irrrtlrrrrl lrc oll porrrls w,ls nol rliffrcult as there was
trrour;lr rrrlrlrlt' lo rkr so I stuck lo laying the line on
llrt'krll lrand sidc of fhe cave so that when you exit it
will now be on your right hand side. At one point
Jimmy later took great delight(?) in recounting how a

huge rock I had dislodged (which I hadn't noticed and
so easy to do) had tumbled down just missing me. I

was naturally oblivious to this as I was quite excited and
enthralled at the thought of getting to actually be
doing this, my first true cave dive. We passed some
rubbish and some qraffiti scratched on the cave walls
and made our way to the bottom at 24m which was
our target depth.

Andy at this point indicated by pointing to what
appeared to be another opening lower down in the
cave at about 27m but as this would have exceeded

our divo pl;rn I irrrli<,rlcd we were not going
tlrr,rr.; llrt' poinl w,tr nol l.rboured and I fig-
rrrrrl l,rllr llr,rl rn,rytrt'tlris was a test, who
know,, ',,rli,,lir,rl ,rl lltis we looked around
llrl r,rvr',r lr I lri,lort'ascending a few more
rrrr.lrr',, lo ,r r orrvcnient rock mound where
orrr, ol llrr, llro planned tasks was to turn
oll orrr lir;lrl,,,rrrd get used to the dark. lt
w,r,, Ilrl lrl,rrkost of blacks you could imag-
rrrr, willr llrc only sense you had was the
,,ounrl of your exhaust bubbles.
I or lrrn.rtely I do not fear the dark or suffer
,rry ,,(rnse of claustrophobia, but if I har-
lrourt,rl any such fears this was surely the
1rl,ri c to find out. lf nothing else this lust
l,rsk underlines the importance of never
losing sight or feel of the line as in situa-
tions like this it truly is your only salvation
wlren slit out or darkness envelops you.
Ilris exercise lasted for maybe a minute but
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I.1,.1 rrt, r \/\/ llr lr,1lrl, ,)l) ,)rl.lll ,)ll(l ,l l('('l SW.lp

I rr r ,, rr' , l, ,',,, ,/ l, ,, rl r tp llrr' ltttt' , rtttl lt'rl uS out. We

II Ir, l rr'',1| rl'',r,llrl ,'t'\\'On SLOp dL SiX

rrrr.t . r ,l,r' lr ,r. ,rlw,ty ' r1rx", l).lirlfully slow. I find
1l 11,1 t, , . r,r ',, r rV',r'll lrI r' i'rrtttlating Andy in hover-

1 1, 1 1 r I rl ,, v. ll rl r , rvl ll tot trsing nothing but breathe
,,,r rt ,,1 ,,,rr,,tlrrrrrl | [rrtttt'c] earlier from Andy in my

1 ,, ., ,1 ) r , rv, ,r r , .t tt ',t' Wo ascended slowly leaving

,r11, iy 1,,.1 rl, I t,rl rrrr; ll) lhe line and reel which we left
,rt tlr (,r\/(, r,nlr,rr((' rcadyforAdrian and Tim to use.

\A/rrlri )r rl ,rly lrnc wasted we exited and the next

lrr rIly 1r,rrr lrrlt,rr:d the water straight away for their

rrr r lrr lrirrrlsiqht l could have been a bit more careful

il ) | rly lir r work but at least neither Jimmy nor I silted out

ll rr' pl, rr o which has to count for something. It is said

tlr,rl you always remember your 'first time' and for me,

llr', was an experience lwill always be able to recall

willr infinite detail (except the rock rolling incident), it

w,rs truly awe-inspiring and very thrilling. As in

( ,()ulclens we were to again demonstrate the following
',kills; correctly follow a predetermined dive plan,

,rr lrieve and maintain neutral buoyancy and trim,

rk,ploy and retrieve a line using wraps and tie-offs,
(lcrronstrate appropriate hand and light signals. Also,

where appropriate, do an appropriate safety-stop.

Ilre last two dives were done at Pines. I had been here

lrefore but only on a sightseeing tour just to familiartse

rnyself with the terrain a year earlier. Back then there

was no stairway to the waters edge but I must say

regardless of what others might think I found it at best

very safe considering what consequences could befell a

rlrver if they should slip and fall as I nearly did at

Allendale. This time Tim and Adrian would go first

Primary tie-offs are easy here, just use the stair

lrandrails and try and let out enough slack line and toss

lhe reel (remember to lock it off first) before launching

il as far into the entrance as possible. By the time it
( ame to our turn Jimmy and I were ready for our dive.

On this dive we were to make a secondary tie off
trt,fore heading down to the bottom end of a cave at

,rbout 2Om that lead upwards and try and pass through
,r slight constriction Jimmy had the reel and led. lfol-
Irwed and placed a few direction markers and checked

llrc tie-offs as we went along all the while keeping in
't orrtact' with light and hand signals.

Irnrrny passed through a constriction that is just wide-
lr routlh for a single diver to enter but even though I am

ll rrnrrcr (sorry Jimmy but I am) I just couldn't manage it
,rllcr ,r fc:w attempts (my big head no doubt). The

Iurrr,uorrnd signal was given and we started to head

lr,r, I llp rrntil this point I was quite oblivious to the

I )rr 
,',r ,r r( {' oI Arrrly (f rom now on read cave gremlin) as I

w, r', r 1r rrll r,trjoyittq the dive, forgetting that we still had

'.1 rll, l. rlr,rrror',lr,rl(.. I lttrned around to check on
I rrrrrry,rrrrl,r;r,rlk'rl lo lritrr il ltr-wasokay. lttook me

a few seconds to realise that he was indicating some-

thing behind me. Turns out Andy had a surprise up his

sleeve and the simulated emergency situation, which

was not a panicked or an out-of-air scenario like I half

expected, but an entanglement. Talk about d6ja vu,

he did the same thing to me 18 months earlier in

Gouldens, I wonder if he remembered, probably not.

Rushing over to him I quickly assessed that he'd done

a fair job of entangling the line round himself, again,

valve posts and all. I signalled to him to stop to which

thankf ully he acknowledged.

Untangling Andy was easy enough and the signal was

given to head out with Jimmy taking up the line. "Yes,

nailed it" I thought, one more dive to go ... but with-
out warning everything went black (it went black for
Jimmy soon after as well), "Oh yeah" I thought; now I

have to get out by following the line. And so with
black-out mask on I followed the line back out until

prompted to stop; this I did all the while trying to keep

a slow and deliberate pace and being conscience of my

finning and not bash into anything. ln any case I

found a few direction markers which reassured me I

was on the right path. After a few minutes of this I got

the pre-determined signal (a light tap on my primary

regulator) from Andy to exchange my primary regula-

tor for the secondary in the space of one breathe; more

task loading I thought. This I did easily. Thank good-

ness that was over I thought; now I can relax and get

back to enjoying the rest of the dive.

After a decent surface interval and some food our last

dive at Pines was with the same buddy pairs in which

we demonstrated the laying of a line under the ever

watchful eye of Andy. This time we entered the top-
most end of a tunnel system which is located to the left

of the cave entrance at five metres depth in which one

enters vertically; that was fun. Andy took us to a sec-

tion of the cave system that has a sign indicating that
only advanced rated cave divers could proceed. I could

see why this was rated so, as the cave constricted to a

point where only divers advancing in single file could

proceed. At this point the exercise was to swap over

from our primary light to a backup light and head out

again, simulating a primary light failure. We headed

back out of this cave and back down into the main

body of the cave and explored a tricky swim-through'
As we had completed our last skill we just enjoyed the

dive.

As always with this and every other dive we still had to
follow a pre-determined dive plan, achieve and main-

tain neutral buoyancy and trim, demonstrate appropri-

ate signalling, tie-offs, reel work etc; by now it was

expected of us to do this flawlessly. At this level of div-

ing it is expected of us that these skills are to be done

to an even higher degree of finesse and perfection than

before. Once topside and after the dive debrief we

were formally told we had all passed the cave course,

YES we did it

civen that there was strll some daylight a third dive for
the day was still possible. Since we have passed the

course some of us were qtlite eager to do a cave dive

just because we could. IJrliorlt]rlate y Jirnmy had to
drive back to Melbotrrrto Ix't,trt',t' oI work crlnlmit

ments and Adrian was lt,lplly t'ttottr1lt lo',tl llti: otlt'ottl
so that left Trm and mysr'll W' rlrl lo';,ll t,tvt', rrtt t'

and easy and close by. Likr',rl Alli'rrrl,ri"ttttl l'tttt"' wt'

had asked Andy what else w,tr ll tt'tr' 1r Lcc tt t I o 
" 
'tl I rt tl

his answer was still the samrl, " ',(\'llr Vr )rlr"r 'll

To his credit he didn'twantto spoil il lttr tl "ttttl t''tttttv''

the element of surprise or advenltttt' otlt' lt't" trt I tlrltttrl

out for oneself.

ln hindsight I cannot overemphasis thc (ollowttrr l lrr rrttl"

to anyone considering doing the cave cc>trr',t', ltt"l' rI r

not make the mistake of thinking it is neco',s,rrtly rlrll

cult, it is not. The only difficulty you mitllrl lr'rvr' '

overcoming your natural instinct in believinq tlr,rl tl lr'r"

to be hard. ln fact, I found the Deep Cavertl rottt""
more strenuous and mentally challenging lll, ttt ll ri'

Cave Course, go figure. Second, I cannot ovctt'rtrplt' r

sise the need for preparedness and practice ptiot 1o ll rc

( ourse. This could mean travelling to Mt Gambit'r ' 
rrrr l

drving Gouldens a few times just to perfect your ',kill',

lamiliarity with the surroundings is no bad thinq lo rltr

in preparing yourself. Practicing under piers is also a

good idea and preferably with the buddy that will be

doing the course with you. Some skills like direction

marker placement and line entanglement extractions

are taught in the theory and in-situ and are best leftto
the instructor to ProPerlY tear Il.

Special llr;rrtks rp lo Atrrly I litltlitt: ltrt llis expert guid-

,rnr t,, wi',tlotn ,ttttl ,tlrovt' ,tll ll,tltcllt (', ,l bctter inStruc-

Ior I r orrlrl nol lt,tvt'wt ,lrirl {ot I r,ttl rltlly hope to live

rrlr 1o lrr',, ,rrrl tty ()wt), {'xl)(\ l,rlitltls in utilising my

rrcw l,rrrrrri r,rvr' ,l tll', ltottt ltt'ti'otl end. To my fellow

rlrvr, lrrrLlrr,', lrrrrrry, Atltt,ttr ,rrtrl Tim many thanks for
yor rr lrrr,r rl',lrt1r, ,,tttt,tt,ttlt'tio and help, it was truly

,11r1 rr,,r r,rl|rl, ,o, wlr|tt r10 wr: go back again for some

r1| )tr' (,t\/r' rltvttlr; l,trl',1

MICI.IAEL MALLIS' DIVE BIOGRAPHY

Mrr I r, rr ,l I r, r', I rr trr r living since 1993 after having signed

Lrp lor ,r rr",or I tlivo in Fiii. He used to refer to himself as

,r \ /,rnrw,ll('r r>nly diver even though he has always

rvlrl rr Mr,llrotttrte. Not since 2008 has he started div-

rrrr; I x , rlly I k' lras since truly immersed himself in the

rl vrrrrt 'r r,rl, witlt over 700 dives whilst gaining a whole
',w, rr1 ol r cr lif ications along the way He is better

Lrrowrr lo',orIr.\ as the Midnght Elf, describing himself

, r'. tnt,,( lr,,'v{ 'r t\ bLrl noL malicious.

I
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Mexico & Florida,
June 2011
By Sarah Speight #4527

ln Aprll 2011 ! was Cave certified and since then

have been cave diving solely in Mt. Gambier.

However, after reading lots of trip reports and

seeing YouTube videos of Mexico cave diving, I

decided I had to go and check it out. lt's quite a

lot of effort travelling to Mexico, so I decided

to visit Florida as well. I didn't know much

about the cave diving at either destination and

I soon found out there was a lot of it. I was told
that Florida was mote challenging than either
Mt. Gambier or Mexico, and that there was

flow, which is about all I knew. Another pur-
pose to the trip was to get experience diving
different cave environments which is some-

thing instructors like to see when you do
Advanced Cave course in Australia. I hope to do
this next year so I can dive some more sites in
Mt. Gambier.

Mexico - getting there!
It's a bit of a pain getting to Mexico from Australia.

A direct flight to Cancun was $3300 with not a

great deal of time saved, compared to flying to Los

Angeles (approx $1200 return to Melbourne). LAX

to Cancun is another $250 one way. lt took 32

hours from Melbourne to Cancun, arriving at about

1am. I shared a taxi from the airport and crashed for

the night at a cheap hostel. From Cancun I took the

bus (ADO is the name of the bus) at about 10am

the next day to Tulum (92 pesob or $7AUD) which

took around two hours.

Accommodation
I was originally going to stay in Playa Del Carmen

but was recommended to stay in Tulum by a cave

diver Jean who I have chatted a bit with on Flickr.

His advice about getting around Mexico and things

to do was invaluable and it made things far easier

for me (such as telling me what bus to catch, pros

and cons of different places to stay, as well as what
cave dives were good). I ended up staying at Posada

Yum Kin Hotel - pyktulum.com. lt cost $65/night
including breakfast. The cost was shared between

myself and two friends... so very cheap! lt also had

good internet

and it was a

really great

hotel, the room

was very nice

and clean, the

surrounds were

Iovely and it had

a really awe-

some pool. The

manager was

very helpful

telling us nice

places to eat

and things to
check out. He

helped us hire a

car, organise spa treatments and so on, so I highly

recommend this place! The only downside people

might find is that it is not in a pictLrrcscltrc,rrt',r,

being six blocks out of town (10min w,rlk) llrotrrllr I

enjoyed the walk to and fronr tr>wtr lt w,r" Jo

peso/$2 taxi ride to town or l00 pr",o/l,/ lo lrt',tt lr

front. lspent a week there lrt'loro l ttlovt'tl lo,ttt
apartment in Puerto Avenltlr,ts (,1', ttty lwo lt ltlrl',

had to leave and lwanted a r llr',t1x't 1rl,rr r'). I lr,rrl rrrr

idea about the details as tt w,ts ott;,ttri',t'tl lry ttry

cave guide.

Diving in Mexico
I didn't have a buddy on this trip so I decided to hire

a guide. I went with a recommendation from a cave

diver I know in Australia who mentioned Dennis

Weeks at Diablo Divers - diablodivers.wordpress.com.

He was an awesome guide and I can't speak highly

of him enoughl He went above and beyond what I

expected, not only diving stuff but he took me to

Playa Del Carmen for two nights and other places

like Puerto Aventuras for dinner and/or sightseeing

after the diving. As I had no transpoft, he helped me

organise things like a new place to stay after I fin-

ished in Tulum, fixing my drysuit for me (it got dam-

aged in transport, three holes), teaching me how to

use stages in caves, answering all my random ques-

tions about Mexico, translating Spanish for me and

lust overall being very accommodating about what

dive sites to do.

The first cave I did was Gran Cctlott',ttrtl wc rlitl twtr

dives there on the first day. lw,rs,t lril wotttctl lrow

I would go diving ALBOs (the tttosl r titttttrttrr l,tttl

available there though you carl lrirr",locl l,rtrl',,r1

some places. As I have only ever divt'rl lwirr',llr'l',, I

trimmed out just fine and they were vt'ty t otttlor I

able. I was amazed at the differerrtt: lx'lwlctt
Mexico and home - the water was 25C. Tlrt' r,rvr", I

had dived before were very small and not dtr ot,rlt'r I

On the first dive I swam 55 minutes into (rr,rrr

Cenote before I hit thirds, which is just not porrilrk'

at the caves I have been diving in Mt. Gambier trrrk",',

I went very very slowly- Also they were more corrlplt'x

navigationally; with most dives we were doirrtl

involving 2-4 jumps.

I went on to dive Jailhouse, Chan Hol, Tajma-Ha,

Minotauro, Nai Tucha, Tres Estrellas and Pet

Cemetery over the rest of the trip. I loved the halo-

cline in Minotauro so that was one of my favourite

dives but Pet Cemetery was my favourite over all as

I loved just the appearance of the cave as well as the

Blue Abyss. Though getting into the cave was quite

uncomfortable as the place was SWARMING with

mosquitos and I got bitten up quite badly. Bring bug

spray!

The diving itself was so easy and nice as the water

was very warm, thc viz so r;rxxl, llle caves I was in

rlirln'l lr,rvt' ,ttty tr',tl rt'sltit liotls, ,ltltl it was shallow

so Irlirln'l lr,rvt'lo t1o,ttty t1t'ro. l)ccpest dive was

,r/rrr lrrrl rrro',lly ,rtottlrl l 'ltrt. A: I was going to

IIrrrr],r I lrrottr ;lrl rny tlty',rril ,tttcl was diving a trilam
,,url wrllr lrr',1 lr,rr l."rttl lr,rttls atld one stripy thermal

Iolron lrrrl,rrrr,,rllr. Most dives were 9Omins+ and I

rlrr I rrol r;r,l r oil rk",1ti1t: many dives ending up soak-

rrrry rlrrr, lo llrr'lt',rks in my suit (fixed one, next day

,,lrll [,,rl.rrrry, lixt:d another, next day still leaking,

Iorrrl llrrr,r'irr tlre end). One day I got fed up with

lr,rvrrrr; ,r wct drysuit so hired a 2mm wetsuit and

w,r', (lurl('rorrtfortable in thatforthree hours in the

w,rllr llr.rl rlay lf I go again, I would bring my 7mm

w(,l,,uil ,rs I prefer to dive wet and it is easy to do in

Mt'xtt o.

llt'sirk,s r.rve diving I did heaps of non-diving stuff as

l5Fx]Illl]lOStofthefirstweektherewithnon-diving>
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tiends, We went to the

beach which was awe-

somc = watcr was bath

warm and there were

beds on the beach so I

could lie in bed all day on

the beach whilst getting

drinks delivered to me,

my friends did a Mexican

cooking class one day, we

all went to Gran Cenote

to snorkel, went to Tulum

ruins and also Coba

(where you are able to

climb one of the pyra-

mids). Tulum was quite

nice, not as busy as Playa though with not as much

to do, but the amazing beach would definitely mean

I would stay there again. lt was very convenient for a

lot of the cenotes as well. I can't wait to go back,

possibly 2013 at the same time, as June is off season

so things weren't busy and also much cheaper.

0n to Florida
After my stint in Mexico I flew from Cancun Fort

Lauderdale ($ 1 30) as I originally planned to do some

ocean diving though kind of ran out of time for

that, where I met my cave diving buddies Dave, who

I had organised to dive through a forum and one of

his friends Dov We went to Ocala for the night and

spent the next day doing American things such as

shooting guns and eating hamburgers, as well as

collect all our tanks to go to Luraville - on some

days we had 10 sets of twins in the van. lthink it
took about six hours to get from Fort Lauderdale to

the cave diving site but itwas in two parts so it did-

n't seem that long. Orlando would be a better air-

port to fly into for cave diving I think.

Accommodation
I stayed at a place, within very close walking dis-

tance to Peacock Springs called Cave House.

http ://wvwv. ru nawaylobster. com/cave% 20house/C avehouse

.htm It was a nice place with lots of room, internet,

TV, laundry and so on. The

kitchen was nice too so we

could cook meals easily, though

we got supplies out of town as

there is only one little shop in

Luraville.

Diving in Florida
The first dive I did was the

Grand Traverse in Peacock

Springs, so I only managed one

dive on the first day as that was

quite a long dive at two hours

and tiring with all lhe swim-

ming l had LP95s that I bor-

rowed for tlre trip and I didn't

find these '1 00% comfortable (heavy and a bit

short, prefer longer tanks) but it was nice to have

stacks of gas! My buddy on this dive I harl to spcrrrl

a bit of time working out metrit to irtlpcri,rl r',rt lt

dive, something Ihad learned itl ,rrlv,ltlrt'o{ llrt'lri1r

Compared to Florida the cavt'w,r', rlol vcty tit't ot,tl

ed and was quite dark and ,r I,rir Iril r okk'r (llrrirrtllr

stillquitewarm comparerl lo ltotttt',rl ,r0( /(rti( )lrrrl

I still enjoyed the dive a krt I swilt lrcrl lr,rr I lo ttry

200g thermals for these dtvos, wl ric I t wt't t' t ot I tlot I

able for all the dives I did (espcc ally,tltcr I),tvt' ttr,rtr

aged to find the last hole in my suit and I worrL b,rt k

to being dry on dives!).

The next day I dived Little River which was fun and

being around 30m), Cow Springs, which I really

enjoyed, found it quite interesting and the rope to
pLrll yoLrrsr:lf along was quite funny. The flow was-

r't v(,ry lr,rri but l used it anyway. Madison BIue I

w,r,, rlivirrrl with Dave again -which was my

l,rvorrrrlr, ,r', il w;ts a fun dive, he was happy to go

,rl rry nr(,(),r slow pace and we found some
( 

'(xl,/rll,r', 
irr llrt' (rodzilla room which lthought was

,r r rrll llrirrr; lo lr,rvc on a dive. Basically there are a

lcw (rorlzill,r loy', ltr,rl you find and re-hide in a dif-

li,rr,rl ',pol in ,r p,rtlir ular room of this cave.

llrt, lir,rl rlivr'', wr,rr, ,rl Cirtnie Springs, just when I

tlri.rLrr;lrl ptop['wt'tt' trt,tkitrt.1 a big deal about flow

in caves lor rro rr',r',on... W,rs completely taken by

srrrprise at trying to get

into this cave and I lost

most of my fingertips

on this dive trying to
pull myself into the

entrance as well as

gave myself a bit of a

headache trying to
swim too fast (l haven't

done that since I was a

new diverl) so I was

not really a fan of

Devills Eye/Ear dive...

rn,rylrc if I had a scoot-

cr or Ir,r<l rnore experi-

r,nr t' in dealing with

lkrw ,rnd pull and glide

I would have enjoyed it

rrore. The other three

got my first experience of flow but it was rrot 1r,rt

ticularly strong at all. Ended up ttrrtrittr; lrr'{orc llrirtl',

as I didn't feel like doing hcaps ol tit't rr llr,rt w,t',

mostly why lturned dives r;11llt'r llr,ltt lrillrrrtl llrtrrl',

as many of the caves were itrotltttl iOttl lltt' ttt'xl

dive lwas joined by Dave and Dov, ,ltrtl wc rlttl llrl
Weil, the PeanutTunnel and a lelw otllt't ',r'r liotr', ttt

Peacock Springs. I lead a lot of this tlivt",o wt'ttl ,tl

my usual pace which is slow as, so wc tlitltr'l r1'l

very far on this one.

I also did the deep section of Orange Grovc (wlrit lr

was the deepest dive of the trip at 50m, rnosl clivcs

orr llrr, lr 1r wr,nl lr,rr k lr lor a second dive there but

l),rvr',rrtl I wr,nl lo do the Ballroom cavern for an

r',r,,y rirvl lo lrrrislr up rny cave diving trip.

lIrrirl,r ,rrrrl Mcxico were great to dive but not all

tlr,rl r',r',y, ,rs lhere was a bit of flow on most dives.

Wr , I r, l I r k,r o on neady every dive. lt was colder and

rrol ,r! [)retty. I think it was definitely helpful in

irrrlrroving my overall cave diving experience

llrorrr,;lr.

I
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Wc checked our rebreathers, drysuits and all the rest

of our dive gear in at Qantas dbmestic in Melbourne,
next time we'd see our gear would be Dallas Fort
Worth, we had a short stopover in Sydney while we
cleared customs and then it was a direct flight to
Dallas, we splurged on premium economy - well
worth the extra points. At Dallas we were briefly
reunited with our luggage before dropping it off for
the transfer to Cancun. Customs and lmmigration
was very quick in Dallas, so we relaxed in the
Admirals Club lounge prior to our flight to Cancun.

ln Cancun Geoff must have looked a bit dodgy and
had to open all his bags for a brief inspection, then
we were met by the driver from Villa De Rosa, I slept
most of the way to Akumal and it seemed like we
were there in no time,

MEXICO
Walking into Villa DeRosa was like coming home - our
condo opened directly onto the beach - so nice to sit

and relax after diving. On Sunday Peter Broger our
guide for the next 1 0 days came to say hi. Peter seems

to know everyone in the area - he is a Poseidon CCR

instructor and can service any type of dive gear; he was

able to do a few running repairs for us and even organ-

ized a new dry suit for Geoff. You can even hire a

Poseidon from him if you don't want to take your own
CCR - tempting!

After sorting out all our gea; we travelled to Playa Del

Carmen and caught the ferry across to Cozumel, to
catch up with Rev Dan who we had met in Mexico 3

years ago when he was doing his training. Cozumel is

a lovely coastal town, with lots of nice reef diving.

On Monday we started diving - first dive was a 90
minute circuit in Ponderosa - a very pretty dive with a bit
of everything - a few decorations, tunnels , cenotes and
a great spot to dust off the cobwebs.

Dive Sites:
Chan Hol is a stunning property just on the outskirts of
Tulum - | could easily live there. When we arrived, the
family were cooking a traditional Mayan meal in the
oven in the ground, after our first dive, they invited us

to join them and sample the local food - great chili dip-
ping. The diving at Chan Hol is just stunning we did 3

days of diving here on this trip and have still only seen a

tiny bit of the cave, depth is around 10.6m, we explored
parts of the mainline, jumped off onto side tunnels and

back, circuits, checked out the artifacts and I would
thoroughly recommend this as a dive - easy access,

lovely garden surrounds - a beautiful place.

Nohoch Nah Chich (The Giant

Birdcage) is a huge very shallow

cave system with a stunning cav-

ern area and a large tourist
attraction of fly fox zip lines. We
lowered our gear over the edge
down to a decked area to gear

up and commence the dive in

the large cavern area. The cavern

area has under water lights and
you could do an awesome dive
without even entering the cave

itself. The Nohoch system has

more than 300km of beautifully

decorated caves .

Car Wash is a great site - a 20

min or so swim (cave dive) con-

nects the main sinkhole to the other
sinkhole called Luke's Hope continu
ing upstream you can visit Room of
Tears - a jump off to the left, or con-
tinue on the main line to Adrians
room. lt's very pretty swrmminq p,r',I

Lukeb hope underwater as llrr' lir;lrl
reflects in on various rin{lr,',
Downstream from the main cnlty,rtr',r,
there are a couple of dif{ere,rrl lLrrrrrr",

you can follow one of tlrr,rrr 5,rl,rn1,

Silt hole isa shallowtunnel willr,r lr,rkr

cline right through the midrlk, y()l
have to swim through it, therc r', rrol

room to swim above or bclow llrc
main cavern area is beautifLrl, (r(,o1l

spent a while snapping picas in lroro

after our dive. There was a 3-4 lool
long fresh water crocodie swrtrlrr nr; ,lorrrrl rrr llrl
main pond prior to our divcs, f orltn,rlr'ly llnrc wctr' ,r

few open circuit divers blowinr; irrrlrlrkr wlri< lr',rrrnr,rl
to scare him away.

Taj Mahal - Open Water & Cavern divers galore here -

they do 45-60 minute dives in the cavern area. Stone

steps down to the water with plenty of room to gear

up. There's a choice of dives with evefihing - white
decorations, dark rock light filtering down from other
cenotes - definitely worthy of several dives.

Mexico and F'lorida
Geoff & Deb revisit the wonderful caves of Mexico and Florida
for CCR Cave Diving, Tour & Training

By Deb Williams #3092
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I€t C.mrt!ry is a long drive

on il very bumpy road into the
jrrngle and we arrived at a

cleoring, the sand was raked,

the bathrooms were spotless

and agaln we had a choice of
amazing caverns and stunning

decorated 'tunnels to swim
through, Timber stairs and

decked walkways pro vide easy

access, there are benches and

seats down near the waters

edge, Up top you can relax

and have lunch under the trees

at the tables ahd chairs - very

civilized. Because it is quite a

way into the jungle not many

snorkelers go to Pet Cemetary

but like so many Mexican cenotes the cavern area is

amazing. After we had done 2 x 100+ minute dives we
then spent another hour or more in the cavern area..

well worth the bumpy ride. Pet Cemetary is part of the
NoHoch system.

"Dreamgate" - what a stunning cave, from the surface

the cenote looks a bit like a Mt. Gambier sinkhole, that
is where the similarity ends.. unden^/ater a stunning cav-

ern area that is beautifully decorated - columns every-

where. Once we entered the cave area it just got bet-

ter and better; at one stage it was like swimming along

this stunningly decorated path - I felt like I was in fairy-

land on a path meandering through the sparkling dec-

orations, we went through a few restrictions, jumped

onto other lines, and then spent another 40 minutes
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exploring the other side of the cav-

ern attheend of thedive thecav
ern areas are bigger than mosl of
our aussie dive sites. Gear is low-
ered over the side down to tiro
gearing up tables, its an easy w,rlk
down the wooden stairs alonr; lirr,
boardwalk to the waters edqo

When you finish diving, it's.r slrorl
trip into Tulum to visit the rLrin',, or

if you are like us, itwasvery h,rrrl lo
leave the stunning beaclr oLrl,,rrli'

our door at VDR, Akumal. llrl
wireless internet even works orrl

on the beach. Meals are seTvrrl t,r

you in your Toom or by the prxrl, or

on the beach, there is a r-rx kl,rrl

bar on the beach. Tony anrl tlrr,

staff at VDR go out of their w,ry lo,rriorlrlr rl,rlr, ,r1y days of guided diving including Air & 02, transfers to
request and l'd definitely stay llrotr' ,r irrl I rrrr', rl I r,rrr 'rttri from Cancun Airporl

get back there again.

Howtogettherei MEL-SYD-DIW ( llN.rr rrlllrll ,r I ',
hour drive to Akumal.

Whatdoes it cost $3418.80 [J!{) or lr lor I i rrrrllrl', rrr

a beach front condo at Villa Dr, Iio'" r, i r rrr ,, rl', , r r i, ry, l o

O2ptima cartridges: $65 each, Rebreather cylinders $1 0
pr,r r1.ry per pair (because VDR did not have small cylin-
r lr 'r',)

Site access fees; vary from 1 00-1 50 pesos per person,

yol rlrrr'l rtr,r,rl lo pay for the guide

Wator temp:,/4 rkr;rees.

Doltths: rrro,,l ,,ilr",,rrr' 12 rn or shallower, occasionally
w(,(l()l ,t ltlll| rl|r,pr|t

l'l,olil l)A
Atter two wceks ol qrc,rl clivirrrl in Mcxico, Geoff and I

flew from Cancun to lacksonville (via Dallas), last trip we
flew CUN/MIA/AX which is a little shorler, but a horri-
ble little prop plane with zero legroom from Miami to
Jacksonville. The plane from Dallas was a jet, so defi-
nitely worth the little extra flight time.

Arriving in Jacksonville at 1Opm, we picked up our hire

car (more like a Truck - a huge Chevy Suburban) and
headed to a motel about 4 miles from the airport. lt's

much easier to negotiate driving on the wrong side of
thc road in daylight than late at night.
First stop on Saturday morning was Gamble Scuba in

Gainesville - Steve Gamble is like our Damien Grigg, the
drysuit guru of Florida, for a drysuit zip replacement in

Gcoff s suit, (suit was ready on Monday) then we were
off to Cave Excursions in Luraville where we were greet-
trl with open arms by Bill and Linda Rennaker. Our lit-
lle lrouse on the edge of Peacock State Park was wait-
irrr; krr us - it's such a convenient location and very com-
lorlable

On Sunday we were welcomed to Lake City by Lamar

and LeeAnn Hires who also made us extremely wel-
corre and we left their home with a car load of cylinders



fer crur trbreat[rers artd bailouts. A quick trip into Dive

Rite heedquarters on Monday and Geoff's rebreather

was upgraded to the latest and greatest electronics and

fr€w DSV (mouthpiece), as well as new lungs and wing.

Over the course of the next 5 days undertook CCR

Cave Course with Lamar Hires we dived at Little River,

Peacock Springs and Madison Blue - each of these

caves have numerous areas to explore and you could

easily spend a week exploring any one of them.

()r r lrr,,l rlrvc with Lamar

w,r', ,rl lilllc River where
wr, ',w(ur approx 1200

lrll lr.r llrc Florida room,
,rrrrl llrt,rr did a couple of
r rrt rrl,, around different

1r,rrl', ol the cave, pretty

, rnr,rzinq to spend 1 '10

rrrrrrrrlr:s in the water most
ol llr.rt time in the 20-30
nr(,lr(, range and to only

r,rr k up less than 15 min-

rl(,5 Deco - gotta love

r ('[ )r(.athers.

I lrr, course focused on safe

r r,Irrr:ather practices for
r living in caves. Bailout

lri,rnning and options for
"\1.)ying on the loop" in

tlr(' event of failures we
rlirl different drills on every

rlrvr', exiting on our
I r, rilouts, swapping cylin-
r I'rs amongst us, f lying our
rrnils manually, in semi
r I r,,r,rl rnode and generally

rrrr rr,,rsing our knowledge
, rr rr I ,,kills to be able to deal

rrurllr ,rrrything that may
, tl l"{,

I ,,rrrl,r i,, such a fabulous
,,IvIr )nrn(,nt tO dO this
Ir, r r rrr rr ; in, the water is

w, rr r , rtrrl clear (20

rJ{,,;rrr',), ,,tvt,s have vary-
111,y ,,lrr.rrr;llr,, ril flow so

y, ,r r r;r,t lrr lxl)('rioncc swimming against and with the
ll ,,r. ,,rrrrly lrollorrr',, rocky bottoms, white caves, dark
,.r',r, ,lt rr, ,rll yolr name it you can get it all in
ll',rr,lr

tl ,,,1 .rrr' ,,v, ,r llrrrrf rrrrl ol rloinr; some more training, I

,LlI l,,r,,Lr,1lrly rlr,,trlrrr,tltI',11r',tkirtq to Lamaras he

, , r, I r,,,,',,,, l, l,,,rlrllrrr,llttr loI ,tttrl,tll rrittttdniceguy.

, , ',rr |, I I r1, ' 1l ,, )tvr, litll l.rrrrtlV ,tttrl ttl,trle

to feel extremely welcome by everyone we met in

Florida.

After finishing diving we travelled down to Birds Dive

Centre, Crystal River where we swam with Manatees -
they are gorgeous big animals who seem very tolerant

of people, if you float on the surface, they will come

right up to you and say hi, snuggle up for a cuddle and

scratch on the belly. Crystal River is close to Eagles Nest

so if you are planning to dive there, try to fit in an early

morning snorkel with the
Manatees, about 2 hour
drive. Cost is $45, we
stayed at the Best Western

almost next door to Birds,

as itS a 6.1 5am start - cost

$95 for the night.

We continued on to
Orlando and spent a day at

Kennedy Space Centre
(NASA) - well worth the
trip, only a couple of hours

from Crystal River. Entry is

$43 for one day or you can

upgrade to annual pass for
an extra $7 - excellent
value.
Today we have flown from
Orlando to LA and are cur-

rently in the Qantas Club

Lounge waiting for our
flight back to Melbourne.

Whatdoesitcosf $55 USD

per night for a 3 bedroom
2 bathroom house at
Rennakers (they call them
trailers but they are trans-
portable homes).

Airfills, 02 and Trimix are

by the'litre and really cheap

- some of our fills were

only $2 - $3. Staying at

Rennakers, you just back

up to the fill station and

use the long hose to fill

directly in the back of the
car. When out and about

Wayne & Amigos has a great self-serve setup - simply

set yourself up on the computel fill your rylinders,
record the details and pay your bill at the end of the trip.

Site access fees; $4 per car at Peacock, $5 at Madison,

nothing at Little River.

Water temp: 20 degrees

Depths:20-30m range. Penetration Distance: miles of
tunnels and caves to choose from. I

CDAA Member Profile
- James Demidowski #4662-

I live in Victoria, am I9 years of aqc .rnd ,rrrt Dccp Cavern certi{ied. I began cave

diving this year after diving for 4 yr',rts. Tltc tyr'.tr i use is Oceanic for open water

and Hollis harness and w,ings for rrry lrr lr rlivirrq, along with Posiden regs and a

DiveRite canister. ldont mind wlr,rl Irr,rtttl llrt: gear is as long as it does thelob
The dive store I am atfiliated witlr is llX Sruba in Poftsea. I am not a unden//a-

ter photographer but larr krokirrr; ,rl lruying an lntova lC12 Camera and

Housing.

My last dive was at Pic's and was the best rlivr, l'vc rkrnc to rlate. lt was amazing and l've attached

a photo from that dive taken by a dive bLtrkly

My career is as a carpenter and I work ,iroull llrc I,r',lr,rn sLrburbs in Melbourne. l'm not married

but not single either. My partner is,rl',o ,r rcr cnlly r r,r lilrori rliver and she hates the idea of cave

diving. She also hates the idc;r ol trt'tirinr;
it eVen mOre, bUt l'm n, ,l r l, ,il r l 1, , ,1( ,1 )

because this is whal I krvr'
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ltIIr.,rrl!., nrrr,lr tr n l,rivil{lo, ilot a right
..ilr llvll ()WNER

Please be (onsiderate of landowners wishes. CN = CAVERN 5 = SINKHOIE C = CAVE P = PENETRATIoN

n ( )r lN | (,n Mlttl lt SOUTH AUSTRALIA
ACCESS DETAILS

DEH SITES

Groups of 5 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment & Heritage (DEH)

Smaller groups, no need.

Fax: (08) 8735 1 135

General Diving: Divere to contact DEH and notify o{ date and site to be dived

Please make requests by phone or fax only.

Divers must have the (orrect CDAA diving endorsement for the site and catry (utrent

financial CDAA membership card. The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEH

before access is permitted and original copy must be re(eived by DEH prior to diving.

Training: The lnstrudor is to notify DEH of the date the sites are needed and to forward

siqned indemnities Irom ea(h student and their temporary card number/ membership number

P;mit holdere by phone or fax. Be aware of deli(ate vegetation $26/dive or annual Permit $60l1((ilrin[io Ponds 5 DEH

llor\o & Cart

lril frce

tittlo Blue
Allendale
tla Elap

one Tree

t.ORESTRY SA SITES
C Maximum 3 divers all weekends between May & November inclusive (check and update on CDAA website).

lwrnr Pondr

6ouldcnr

Ishtilt
lorrll

Ddvc's fave
Hclls Hole
Pines

Mud Hole

Nettle Bed

Kilsby's 5 Landowner leased

to CDAA

N I DEH PO. Box 1046

[/]t Gambier 5290
(08) 8735 1 177

CN DEH

CN DEH

c

5/C Scotts Agencies P/L

5/C Scotts Agencies P/L

5/C Generally open one
weekend a month.
Trevor Ashby

Mt Gambier

P l\4illicent Council

5

P CDAA

C l\4anager

NOTE: lndemnityformtobecompletedwith m'ship renewal & lastssame length as Mthip . . .

NOTE: Dives sirould renew th;ir Piccaninnie Po;ds indemnities at least 2 weeks priot to their intended dive date

CN Peter Cunningham By phone or mall, 1 week prior Ph: (08) 8738 4003

CN P0 Box 2168,

lvlt Gambier 5290
5 District Council of Grant Permission nol required - must (arry (ard.

C Dhtrict Council o{ Grant Obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist lnformation Centre.

5 lvlr Peter Norman Vkit the house belore divinq

5 lf no one is home - no divel

5 At least 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experience.

uP Unrestricted days oi numbeE - cave rated divers must not enter Penetration sections Gtop signs)

c Unrestricted days or numbers.
p Open every weekend. Maximum of 4 diverc per weekend undertaking 1 dive only (check an uldate on CDAA website)

iiinging 1,lettle Cave P Oi:en every weekend max 3 divem per day undertaking t dive per day (chetk.an update on CDAA website).

lddl;biJdv P oben every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on.cDAA weqslte)

iiiln-iiiitntu.t rorertrv ia fv 
"i,..ii 

.i,iJ*.ii*inAreci.itibn@f9restryia.com.au.'Fax: (08) 8724 2870 or Phone: (08) 8724 2876 or book,on-line

vliitri Ciina *nrite io ana'nge p",rii. Oiriiirrrt udvise FSA of theiy'online booking. Collect permits from the Forestry Office, RHS of driveway

to Carter Holt, lubilee H\ry, Mt G.

ifuFOiflflf, . No diving on Total Fire Ban Days. . Permit also required to run compressors during fire danger season. ' Keys for Hells

i.ioie, Nettle Bed, lddlebiddy'& Stinging Nettle Cave can be obtained from Lady Nelson Visitor Centre on presentation of Forestry SA permits

Access " We have access fortnightly. Minimum of 3 divers in the water at one time

Refer to CDM website. Twin Tanks - l\4aximum depth ol 40 metres on Air

Meet at gate ol property at 8.55am or 12.55pm. Book on-line at wwwcavedives.com or contact Craig at kilsby@(avedivers.com.au

No animils, visitors or mid-week diving allowed, No diving on Total Fire Ban Days.

B/\RNOOLUT SITES

Ten Elghty

Blacks Hole

Shrft

Engolbredts
. Elrt
. Woit

Ihni Slsters

M(Kryl shaft
Ilnk Cave

Irkrfr Cave

Access: ALL BARNOOLUT SITES ARE CLOSED.

For access dates reter to Guidelines or the CDM web paqe. Nitrox as a diving mix
is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes

attached to the shot line are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA
Reoulations. Divers aDolvin0 io dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
div6 experience with iwiir tint s. Download lorm olt wpbsile

Obtain key {rom Mt Gambier Tourist lnformation Centre. Access agreement must

C Council be signed prior to diving 2 divers must sign out keys, all divers must sign in

p Lessee ph: 08 8723 5552 advising which groups they are diving with. Diving should be avoided after heavy rain due to

Contacl Brenton & Kemelee possible water contaminance. Diving hours are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST.

Download lndemnity from Web Page. Access available for experlenced Penetration

divers only. Access agreement must be signed prior to diving. Allow 4 wks for indemnity process.

contact Email: site@cavedivers.com.au.

Access Manager: David Fielder Email: tankcave@cavedivers com.au

Brad Dibble Access Manager: Matthew Skinner. Email: bakers@cavedivers,com.au

Climbing equipment required.

NULLARBOR . WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Co*hblddy c/P

Mur! El lhvyn P/c

lbmmy Gtrhrms c

Wr*ubbh 5/c DPI

Ior IrI't1,, l,rln
fr,,,r|,iirl, ',tt tl'

Apply in writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: District Manager,

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)., P0 Box 234, Esperance, W,A. 5450.

Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax (08) 9071 3657.

The DeDartment Ior Planninq and lnfrastructure, Midland, State Land Services South East.

PO 8or1575, Midland 6936.tontad Kim Allison, Email: kim.allison@dpi.wa,govau
Phone (08) 9347 5047 Fax (08) 9347 5004

il . \A/ Wt I I lN(,loN (AVES
I trrutll|r p/C Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for this cave depending on its water level at the time The cave

(Mr r nvity) has a restriction at the entrance which is underwater making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level drops to

lornr a small lake below the restriction a lowing experienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave

( Allr\ t(\l hy high C0, levels during 5ummer/Autumn.
A,,,",,, rrrj6rdinatedwiththeW-elingtonCavesmanagementbyGregRyan-gregr@(s.usyd.edu.au.Phone(02)97434157

Unrestrided access currently exists - Please refer advice Guidelines #68 or check CDAA website

This is a tri rated site. Please see details in isue No. 73. There are no specific
d((e55 atrangements.
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DIve Conference & Exhlbitlon

l6- I7Mar20l3
Widely acclaimed as orrt,ol llrl worlrl", rrro',1 riyrr,rrrric and exciting diving spectaculars the

eighth OZTeK Diving k.rlrnoIrr;rr,', ( orrllrtrrr,,rrrr] Exhibition - OZTeK2013 - is a clearly
tarclt,tcrl cvlrrl l,r u',r ,r l',olr,ly on divers and diving-

Featuring many of the worlrl", rrr,',1 rrrlor rn,rlivr',rnd entertaining diving authorities as

speakers - and buildinr; or llrr",r( ( {",', ol ptlvtous OZTeK's - the OZTeK2O13 Event will
again include a full sr,rll l)rvl lrlrrlrrltotr, lor;t'therwith talks, displays, seminars,

workshops, filnr.rrrrl vrrlr', ,1rr,",, 'rrl,rlrorr',, irrrltrstry updates, an'Evening with
I)ivirrry", I xlrlorr,r',', ,r t r,rl,t l)ittner and more.

http://www.d iveoztek.com.a u

. Drysuit repairs . Qu;rlily rcpairs & components
. Weezle base layers antl Wr:r:zk: undersuits & accessories

14-hour turnaround for emergency ropails
for later mil [ wdst seals!

Standard repair time for latex ncrk seals r,.rrists is 7 days.

Zip repairs font & batk donning 7 day turn-around*
. Pocket & Pee valve fitting and reparr.'

. We supply custom made Otter suils rtmgrr t'rtr: or lrrLun in a cave cut
or off the rack sizes at great pri( os

. DUI Zpseals reftted with new seals, a biq rrrorxry savcr.

: iill:iffiffiu5::yP::l' Fwrhot tnto on pdcos ,,ailabta onvebti#

Contact: Damien Gdgg - Ph:03 9327 9322
ilobile: 0'[66 912 t90 - Enal!: Ilamier@drysuit.com.au
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