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CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION
OF AI.JSTRALIA

ABN 65 062 259 956

P.O. BOX srtrt, Mt Gambier, SA 5291

GUIDELINES is a newsletter of the Cave Divers
Association of Australia. All articles for the following
issue are to be sent to the Publications Director,
Email: publications@cavedivers.com.au

All articles and submissions shall automatically
constitute an expressed warranty by the contributor
that the material is original. We assume no responsi-
bility for unsolicited material. Articles may be
reprinted in part or in full in other magazines as
determined by the CDAA and authors provide full
permission. Private advertising for caving and diving
equipment may be advertised free at the discretion
of the Editor. Opinions expressed in GUIDELINES
are those of the individual authors and are not
necessarily those of the C.D.A.A.

CONTACT UST
Please contact the most relevant person o4 if unsure write to:
C.D.A.A. P0. Box 544 Mt Gambier SA 529I www.cavedivers.com.au

NATIONAL DIRECIOR - John Vanderleesr
Email: national@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0419 775 771

STANDARDS DIRECTOR - Linda Claridge tr/obile: 0408 052 070
Email: standards@cavedivers.com.au AH: (03) 5565 8793

Quality Control Officer - position Vacant
Email: quality@cavedivers.com.au

Safety Officer * Agnicszka Malkowska
Email: safcty@cavcdivcrs.com.au N4obile: 0401 416 330

Search & Rescue Officer - Ri(hard Harris
Email: sar(r0r,rvtxlivcrs.r orn.,rrr l\,{ohilc: 0411 177 830

lnstructor Records & Materials - Dcb williarrrs
Ph:0419 882 800 F,rx: 0.1 5986 l1 /9 Elrlril: instrocords@)cavedivers.com.au

BUSINESS DIRECTOR - Hclcn ltiqqins
Ernail: busincss@cavcdivers.com.au Mobilc: 041 1 720 440

Treasurer - Tammy Beattie Email: treasurer@cavedivers com.au

CDAA Products - Andrea Mclntyre
Email: products@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0407 332 306

SITE DIRECIOR - Grant pearce

Email: site@cavedivers.com.au Mobilei 0438 833 103

Kilsbyt Access - Craig Larkin
Email: kilsby@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0418 821 19'1

Tank Cave Access - David Fielder
Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0410 450 496

Shaft Access -Terri Allen
Email: shaft@cavedivers.(om.au l\4obile: 041 9'!76 633

PUBLICATIONS & RECORDS DIRECTOR - Rowan Stevens
Email: publications@cavedivers,com.au - Mobile: 0417 550 509

Records Officer (Membership matters) - Rowan Stevens
Email: records@cavedivers.com.au - l\4obile: 0417 550 509

Copy Editor - Position Vacant

Guidelines - Graphics & Advertising - David Bryant
Email: guidelines@cavedivers.com.au - l\4obile: 0417 125 710

Webmaster: Simon Roberts Email:web@cavedivers.com.au [,{ob le:0433 069 75i

AREA REPRESENTATNES
ACT: Heike Apps Email: actrep@cavedivers.com.au ph:0407 230 '108

NSW: Greg Ryan (Act;ng) Email: nswrep@cavedivers.com.au

N.T.: Jeff Swann Email: ntrep@cavedivers.com.au [/obile:0408 819 782

QLD: Ben Beneke (Acting) Email: qldrep@cavedivers.com.au

SA: Ken Smith Email: sarep@cavedivers.com.au lVobile: 0407 603 118

South-East SA - Grant Pear(e Ph: 0438 833 103, Email: sesarep@cavedivem com.au

WA: Pippa Waterworth Email: warep@cavedivers.tom au tMobile: 0410 304 894

VIC: lim Muscat Email: vicrep@cavedivers.com.au N4obile:0422 127 802

Public Officer - lndrew Sei{ried

CDAA INSURANCE
Policy Type: Combined Liability lnsurance Polky# 5Y-CA5,08 041 140
lnsurer: Liberty lnternational Underwriters ABN:61 086 083 605
Level 27, 1 l\racquarie Place, Sydney NSW 2000
Name lnsured: Cave Divers Association of Australia
Public Liability $10,000,000 any one claim. Expiry:30 September 2013.

TeE Tr
lr: Ndf

Ttrll Acrvdnced Nlfro<
TDI Eecompresrg,ton

TDI Slcjtmounf & Cccve
Ttrll trCR Esve - All fFrree lFvels
TtrlI CCR Course,s - Vdr,crLrs
Ttr t CCt? Helttro< & Mxed frtrs
PAtrtI Tec HO, q5, 5(] &
PAtrl|Trc s)ldemoL,nt

lf you hold a current CDAA Deep Cavern Certification
and are looking to complete one of the above courses,
you can now do lhese courses in Mt Gambier.

For more information please contact Rubens
0413-429-533 or 03 5984-1799
Elnail: info@idcscuba.com,au Course lnformation:
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Weicome to the 40th anniversary special edition of Guidelines.

ln this issue we are focussing on the history of the CDAA, a feat made possible with special thanks to Peter Hornc and

Stan Bugg who have prepared articles on "40 Years of the CDAA - A Unique Success Story" and "The Early Years of the

CDAA: A Personal Perspective". These articles are compelling reading and while the more seasoned members will be

familiar with the early years, both articles serve as a baton to the current and future generatron of cave divers allout our

identity,trialsandtrrbulatrons. WehavealsoreprintedCDAANewsletterNo. 1(circa1976) enablingustolookthrough
a keyhole into the past to see what was important to the CDAA when membershrp numbers approached 300.

Do you know how many female members have been ln the CDAA? Which states have the largest and smallest number

of members? Who are the top 3 instructors who have trained the most students? How many members have been in the

CDAA? How many cerlifications have been issued? What is the average age of all members and of current members? The

answers to these questions and more have been written up in "A History of CDAA Membership" in which I provide

an analysis of membership trends over 40 years.

On the administrative front, AGM 2013 andthe 40th celebrations are upon us-program details are inclLrderl ir llrir i,,srrr,,rs

well as published on the web site, accessible under "Our 40th" (http/A.vww.cavedivers corr,rLr/,rr1r.)01 3) lrorr llrl lxrrrrl

page BookngsarenowopenfromtheOnlineShopforthe40thGalaDinner,makr,,,ur(iyorr(r,(\rv(,yorr',r',rl lx,lorr,.4llr

November;2013. The three rncumbent Directors (Nationa, Pubications.rnrl 5li,) lr,ivi",lrxrrl Lrrroprprr,rrl, lul vllirrrl ,,,,1i1

requiredfornominationof KevinBunowesasaLfemember Kovinlr,r', lx,r,rrorrr prlrl r rrllrlr lor rr,rrryyr,,ir',,urrllt,rr1

contributed countless hours of hard work and dedicalor Io llrr, lx,lllrrrr,rrl ol llrr,A',',rr r,rlrrrr

Don't forget to submit your vote.

Lastly, there is no National fornrnillct LJlrrl,rlc n llrr', rrllorr l,rrlr rrllrrlrr'r worrl lr,rvi,rr,tcivtil,lr ornail from the

National Director advising thal llrr,( l)AA lir',rrrr,,', l'l,rrr ,)0 1 I /01(,,rrrr1 lir',L M,n,ri1t'rri,rl lrarnowork Proposal are now

available for download from tlro tri'nrlrlt1, rLri rnrlnl lrlrr,rry lr lll'wr,1r',rlr,.

Happyannversaryl lhopetos(,(,you,rll ,rl lll,40llrrt,t'lrr,rl orl,nrl AGM20l3inNlt.Gambierovertheweekendofthe
9th and 1Oth November,20l3

From the d gital archives, your 40th ann versary Nationa Committee Long ve the CDAAI

John Rowan
Vanderleest Stevens

National Publications

Helen Grant
Higgins Pearce

Busrness Srte

Linda
Claridge

Standards

Rowan Stevens #i177 I Publications and Records Director
M: 0417 550 509 I E: publications@cavedivers.com.au
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llrr , yr.,rrr. Ar rM ,'ol I rrrlorur,rliott will be posted to

tlrr, vvr,lr'.rlr, (www r,rvotlivt't\.(om.au) no, later than

rl,ril ,,l.rv ltlllr ( )r lolr|r l() ,r((e\\, loqin using your

r lrAA rrrrrrrlrr ,rrrrl p,rssword and select (from the left

lr,rrrrl rrrr,rrrr) "Mr,rrlrt'ts Document Library". When

tl,r' qr. rr;r, ,', r lr',p|, ryr,t I, sck't t AGM 2013 from Lhe drop

rlr rwrrlr'.1 llrr,rnintrlt's from last years AGM, the

,r,l,,r(l,r lr)r llrr', yr,,rr1, AGM and the Directors'annual

rr.1 r,rlr, wrll ,rll lrr'Iound here. Once the financial

AGM 2013 INFORMATION

Search & Rescere Llpdffite
2013 Sump Rescue Course

1\l rl rlrr,rlrrrrr',,rr'row open to participate in the 2013

',rrrrr1r lir,,,, rrr, ,rnrl Recovery Orientation Program

r',1(( )l') llil', lwo rl,ry course will be run on the Sunday

,rrrrl Morrrl,ry rrrrrrtrliately following the AGM at Mt
r ,,rrrl)rr,r llrr', yr,,rt (Nov 10-1 1th).

Ilr,r orrr',i'r,,,rirrrccl at giving participants some knowl-
r.r[1r,,rrrrl ,,Iills lhat would make them useful "First

l(,",1).r)rl(,r',",rl .r diving accidentwhere a diver is miss-

uir t, rrJrrr\(l or rloceased. Think of it as the first aid

, ,,rr',r, r,(luv,ll(,rrl of cave rescuel By knowing more

, rlr, rrrt lrow lo rcspond at an incident, you will become

,r rr1( )ri,(,rrr,lrrl r,rvcr and help avoid such situations in

IIr,, Ir',1 1rl,tr r,

l',rrlr( l,,rtl', rrru',1 lro r.urrent members of the CDAA

,rrrrl l,,,,rl /\rlv,rrrr r,rl Cave level. Placeswill be given on

,r lrr',t ,,,rrrl lr',1 ',r'rvr,r1 basis, and preference will be

rrr,r,r t. tlrrr,.r'wlro,rpplrcd but missed out last year.

t'r,,r',r,,,rr,rrl sar@cavedivers.com.au BEFORE

',, I't, lrl ,r'r l',1 rl yorrwr',lr loapply.Thefeeis$50.00.

t , rr h h'lrrr k ly llr,r< tto (nche
.,r, r,, rrlr.rrt rrr lrr,rrl I l,rll rottltl be a serious incident
rr llrrr rL,; r l,rrr1,. ,rrr, I lrrrrLrlr;r,ll rf.scue Opefation. TO

,r,,1,i,, r tlrr,,,rrrrl.rl ,rrrrl,lr,tlrr',, tt1'SUfViVal Of an

statements for the year 2012-2013 are finalised, th,

will also be posted here.

Details for the 40th anniversary celebrations a,

photo competition can be found on the webs

Please register your attendance for the Symposium

the forums to assist with caterinq. To book and I

for the 'CDAA 40th Celebration & AGM Dinner', v

the online store before Monday 4th November 20

Regards, Helen Higgins, Business Director.

injured diver, a rescue cache will be placed in Toad Fl, r

before the end of the year. The cache will contain envr

ronmental protection, food and water, lighting atill

first aid. A first aid manual and a basic survival guir1.'

will offer the injured party some tips for managinq ,r

bad situation.

Part of the cache will be a "through-ground" cavr'

radio that can (as the name suggests) transmit frorrr

the chamber to the sudace. The Toad Hall half of tlrt'

radio will live in Toad Hall. The surface component wrll

hopefully live at the Cocklebiddy Roadhouse. All divt'r',

visiting Toad hall will be encouraged to collect and u',r'

the radio to communicate with their divers visitirrrl

Toad Hall. This will be invaluable for letting the surfar l
crew know when divers have safely arrived at Toad arrri

when they are leaving (and hence their ETA at the sLIr

face lake). ln the event of an accrdent, help could lr,'

summoned from Toad hall without the need to serr,l

back a diver, thus shaving hours or even days off tlr.
response time of a rescue party. Medical advice corr ,

be communicated rapidly to the underground party

Fr.rnding {or the cache and the radio has been gencr

ated through the SROP course fees.

' '.r,rrrl ,l ttr 1.r.. lry r.rrr.ril lo r;uidelines@cavedivers.com.au
- tr,-t lrl... lr.,rrl,l lr,, ...rv, rl ,rr W,,rrl lrlr.r or 5ittt1;leText
r ri r.,r!:r , ,,,llr,,rrllr',rt,rl r.rr'.r.r',,r1r.rtttr,rl ftotrtphotosmustbeatleast200-300dpi atl5cmwide,

li,,li lrl.,,il,,1 r.,,1,r'.hr.r*ililrrrrrllrt,rltly ll'l(r1,

. Linen consists of fitted bottom sheet,
top sheeL doona, pillow & pillow casc,
quilt and a towel..

6 individual bedrooms'

Ntlj;;' ;*i singte beds & tinen'

. Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing
for a secure area for persona/ effects.

. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigeratoc
two microwaves, crockery & cutleql, toaster
and kettle), kitchen table, lounge area,
TV & DVDlvideo.

. 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom
with instant hot water shower & vanity.

, Barbeque, seating area and provisions for
drying of diving equipment if required.

Contact Suzanne on 0427 884729 or Email: suzanne@iu$tabedlodge.com.au
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o Air Fills o Nitrox Fills o Minor Repairs
o Overnight Scuba Cylinder Testing*

Guaranteed o'night Air t Nitrox fitts...

drop off before 8pm, filled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries;
Darren Walters - 0408 845 511
E ma i I : da rren@j usta bed I odge.co m.a u

(t Prior arrange me nt requi red)
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DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

(rruconoRRrro Ifi ssunt *uernglt*)

ltEl,lsL[IT[R t{0, l,

'l'hla le t.lra first of our Newsl.ettet:s, in firhich 1fe sill let you, the ll}elfil.
kncw wlral La happenlng in the Cave Siving worl.d. Netoe from tlxe ]"ocal
1,,!6r€r, aclvtr:r: about forthcorning t€sting sesslong, meet,ings, memberehip
r€Jx)r'ttt,otc wlll be presented, alorg with a r*gular technical bulleiin,
lrrlcnrlod to cover such topics as new cave diving techniguee, buoyancy
v€Et.E, depttr gucrges, and so fortl,

Any articles or sugEestions wil-l be rrelcome and ahould he given to
your Stnte socretary.
t4tfliI'I NGS'- i[Ie*clates for the next CEAA meetings haye been confirraed as 6AX[]RDA]
l(tt:lr JULY, 1976 at ALLBilDALE 5A61 IIALL starting at ?-30pm, a$d the
ANNI,AL (;[:NERAI, II{ESTTU3, SATi,RDAY 25th SEFIBIBER, IS76, again et ATLET{DA]
fA$1' ltirrLlrrg at 7130pm.

lrlr:mbcrghip is now close to 300, with the maJority of these holding
s(,me form of CDAA certification, If you haven'A heen te$ledf why not
rtrrr; or write to your state secretary to Let h{ru know you wish to be
tncted. w(r can only organise a test session if Hre have enough interester
r:antl trlates !

't'ilA t N.r ts
tlrcr Committee has ilecided that the CDAA will nat pfficially run

tralnlng l)rogramrresr o'[*ing to certain difticultles and cost of organisii
llowover, l-here are training sessi*ne being organised by individuals, if
y{,u wlsh to be part of thie. in Victoria corrtact Grahaa Bradshaw on
/ll /611 after hours or Dave ttc Irror orr 846 l?]$ after hours. In South
Arral lalla irontact the Presldeat at his home address" These courses are t
('al I [ 2 theory and practical levels and wil] end in a teEting ses6ion
llre standard. The qualifying dives wj.l,l stilL be required and a copy of
ttlvlng Mcr<lical may be asked for.
'l'lrero lravo been rumours conc€rning snorkelling in the ilt. Ganbia boles.
You aro remlndod that CDA&, on}y sets the standard for SCUBA divers.
,trrrrrltellirrg doesn't reguire a pernit excsFt for Picanninnie Ponds. A Pi,
llrrorhel l,ormjt can be obtained from the Ranger at 35 Canavan Road.l{t.
(iaml|acr auLr.Joct to holding a suitable certificats, SlorheLli[g in other
Irulas slrotrld not be atte$pted witho*t Landowaer pera*ssi.on.
t ,tltp uIl)A'l'l:ti

you, the date of expiry on you! Catesory Card will rea,r
As that day draws closer so y$ur card beccnes i&va].id,"

h,lth three dollars *ubscription also due cn tlrat date tL

TfiN SDCRETARY.
CAVII DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTAI]I&
P.O. Box 2161 t
(; . p.0. !r!.'r,BouRun. 3001.

t>e ret"urned to you with the mini:oum delay.

-2^

lleexpectthiswi11htrahorrtaioeek.9hoseofyorrwIrohavenotgota
Cortiiicatlon Card &re fgninded that you.i $uirscr:iptlr:n also falls due at
the end of Juner and can be gent to *he same adrl::ergs.
Cards can be surr€nd€red at ,I11ly lnoeting and will. be posted back to you.

If you belong to a CLub aild h,ant B cor{ullitteenan 1:o come to a Clut:
meeting and ansra[r questions. co:ltsct yortr state seeretary anil arrange it.
Any other qu*ries ragording CDAA shoutd also be referred to the secretary'

rE4-sHrRqq

Now available in Reel, Green and Blue, siaes 14 - 16 - l8 wlth Club
Omblem on then, Cost $4-50 each postpaid, Send money and orders lo your
Stete SecreLarY.

Y0tlfi c0rffitTT[t twFl$[RS FOR 1!751197$ ARE:

VoLKER UARBo {pnrstnrilr)
12 Snenl*e* CRss,, SALISBIJftY PAIIK. S,A. 5l{}S,
6RAHAt'i BnADSHAIiI tseCnrrnnv)
c/- 7288 frurRr fu., S0UTH CLAYT0I\I. Vi[. 3169.
JEFF }IILLIAi,1S (TNTRSUiIEN & VICE PRESI$EIIT)

52 Tnmrr*nv Pre,, BEAUFIARIS, VIC, 3193.
NEIL TINDAL (PiJBLIC OTTiCER}

15 Tun$sut-L RD., [I[FI[LD, S,A, 5085,
DAVE !4CIVOR

54 Ilrme $r,, TEP'|PLEST0|IE, VIC, 1106.
ROBERT llIC CORMACK

5/18 PnospECT llrLL Ro,, CAIIIBERI,IELL, VIC, 3l2l{,
PHIL PSUST

19 BnoenueArorl DvE., I'LA(iSTAFF HILL, S,A, 5159,
DAVE }'IARNES

133 EsruNADE, |{ENLEY BIACH, S,A, 5022,
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'A History of CDAA Membership
By Rowan Stevens, Publications and Records Director

Wlren the CDAA was launched with formation of the first
t1/trtiona/ Committee on Saturday 29th September, 1973,

very lew would have guessed what would follow over
the next forty years. This article provides a selection of
analytical insights into membership key facts and figures

over the Association's history. These insights have been
rnade possrb/e from the 2013 digital archive project that
scanned, catalogued and archived all member training
records and photos into our membership database.

llrl rligrtal archive prolect was not withorrl ils r lr,r k,rrrlr,r ,rs

rr,rords management was paper'based willr rcrorrl,, ovor-

lkrwinq in filing cab nets, folden, plaslir b,rr;s ,mrl lroxos

\orne attempts over the years havc lurorr madc by prev ous

llocord Officers to arrange records into morrbcrship folders,

Irrrl lhese too had become separated and interwoven into

other folders making it impossible to f ind anyth ng quickly.

So, over a 5 month perod in 2013 the storage locker was

cleaned up and each training record and accompanying

member photo was scanned into a digital archive. Added

to each record in the archrve was meta-data about the
record - certfication type, certification date, certifying

instructor, any assistant instructors. Note: As our training
standards has been updated over the 40 year period, this

artrc e assumes that:

. Category 1 and 2 ls equivalent to Deep Cavern

. ( atego'y 3 rs equivalent to Cave

. Category 3 Advanced and Category 4
is equivaient to Advanced Cave

Members can view their scanned records by logglng into

lhe web srte (www.cavedivers.com.au) and selecting 'My

lorms' located under the 'My Membership' menu.

Analysis of the digital archive has yielded the follow-
ing key results:

I r,sr o.ital mel"rbglhlp a-!aly$:

. 4,399 divers in total have been certified

see Table 1.

. 7 members have been awarded lifetime status

and 4 members have been inducted into the
Hall of Fame.

lrttp://www cavedivers.com. a u/cdaa-ha ll-of-fa me
. 460/o of Advanced Cave,28% of Cave and

only B% of Deep Cavern certified divers are

r.urrenl f nancial members - see Table 2.

. 1'>%t of all members have been Female - Table 5.

. l;0% of al members come from Victora,

followed by South Austral a providing 25% of
all members, whereas Northern Territory has

provided only with 0.4% - see Table 6.

. There havc been a total of 5,491 certifications

issrred, of lhese 712 records did not have an

inslruclor clearly rndicated. 0f the remaining

rrxords tht top 3 primary certifying instructors

by lol,rl r ertiiications are Linda Claridge,

lan lowis & lohn Dalla-Zuanna * see Table 8.

. llrr,rc lr.rve been 121 visitor permits issued with
turopc be ing home to the majority of visitors,

followed by the Americans and then Asia.

. Two significant data entry errors has allowed
1 67 CDAA numbers to never be allocated

Irom 357 3-367 2 and 383 1 -3899.

r The average date of birth of all current and

past members is 1961.

Current membership analysis:

. Only 16% of total members (697) are

current financial members * see Table L
. The distribution of financial member types are:

94% have diving status,

5% have non-diving status and

1% are life members - see Table 3.

o J2o/o of current financial members are trained

to use Nitrox as a breathing mixture on open

circuit; 1 5% of are trained to use a Rebreather -
see Table 4.

, 52% of current members come from Victoria,

followed by 22o/o from South Australia - Table 6.

. Linda Claridge has trained the most divers

in 2013-2014.

. The average year of birth of all current members

is 1967, of cave certified members is 1961 and

of advanced cave certified members is 1966.

. As of 23rd August 201 3 - the next sequential

CDAA number to be allocated is 4840.

May the CDAA enjoy another 40 years.

Rowan Stevens

# 3177

2CII" i 8S96

33 I X4%

Deep Cavern 242

211 I 87%

31 I 13%

69?
Table 2: Total Certifications

Table 6, Total Member Summary by Certification, Gender and Locatlon

i Advanced Cave

Advanced Cave 22t
I

19? I 80?6
I

24 | 1196

234

3

?

I

2-

!
4

3
n

l6

I7

1

30

27

3

26

lt

1

I
0

1

1

0

0

0

0

5

3

z

2

2

0

3

3

0

Table 1: Total Members

Table 4. Total Current Member Endorsements

Table 5. Total Gender Distribution

Table 3: Total Current Members by Financial Type

Tablc 7. Top 12 lnstructors by Certification Totals
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ii;.ai{:r::.r:.1r, .r ti .\:, , ::.t,,.\t.,t-.:.{,1,...\,,.,::1r.tn.!\.::t
t:lt,t.i.ittiti.",, - i ) .t..,,.1:'

-

Non-Financial -

Financial

Wlrgs

'l

Nltrox (OC) 988
Trlmix (OC) 335
Rebreather (Alr) 140

RB (Nitrox) 65
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The Early Years of the CDAA:
A Personal Perspective.

By Stan Bugg. CDAA #96.

ltt tl,t, \txlt(,\,rlr/ reve,nfjes, (aye diurng rrr 5r.&ufl,fu de.rt,"r..l/ia mnrf tr'rctnrua inu*riahiy
trtt,,tttt M<ttttrt Garnhier dJivlmgr wfi$ y$f fr* faite rlfflim f&e ffuff*r&tlr" d spma,if rueunr&er

rtl \ydncy r/ivers uv*:ns e4:f*rrung "remmifsru, I fuegmm fi* dtve ffue mourlf in "tL?'l^

Wt, t.trl Mt fiamhier a-s *xm *l/f*rmafrvs f$ fl"l* r,tre;*ffuen deperud*lr{'oce;am x$iuimgr.

wr. lr,t<l n<t farmal saue diuer frairuinp, mn# fff*f* real a6rpreclafimm mfl E{s rmherenf rdsks.

wt, trN'r.'ly houEhl or;r'fu.tstc c"r,-,am,iiv,mE s&r'llt a'lrf ("#rri&lryenr {o a f,re.tfilv';lfer
,rrvtr<tnnrcnt. ln"t9?'i tr#s$ys vrras ahea#3r r/msec'/, fcrfdmr',,ingr a cfser&fe f*fa/rf.v rrt 1369

Wl rr,rr wc rlived in caves, our gear was identtcal to what
w,, w,,r(. l,r dive Portsea or Flinders Pier, except we
,r'l'h,rl ,r l()rchl When lsay a torch, ldo not mean the
r,0 w,rll (.rrster types preferred today. lmagine a torch

tlr,rl r,, ,,o pathetically dim that today you would not
r,vlr r t onsider it as a backup.

Itr',,sr,rl in a basic wetsuit, mask fins and snorkel (yes.

',rrorkcl!) and a single cylinder worn in a backpack and

Ir,rrrrcss, we pretended that we were diving safely.

',u( ir was the arrogance of youth, and most of us got

,rw,ry with it albeit with a few scares along the way.

A rlcscrrption of how we geared up in 197'l is better

rrrrrlerstood by listing what we did not have:

No BCDs. They started to appear about '1974.

No octopus regulators.

No lines and reels.

No backup torches.
No redundant air sources.

No contents gauges. These did not come into
(ommon use until about 1975.

Ar ress to Pics, Ewens Ponds, Gouldens and Little Blue

w,rs as simple as turninq up and drving. Sites on

l)rivate property involved various degrees of discussion

with the landowners. One Tree access was negottated

rrruch as it is today, by speaking to Peter Norman and

,r',k ng for the key. Barnoolut was more complex, and
ollon involved a searching inquisition from the manager

li(,(l Watson. He would always discourage us from
vr',rtrng Bullocks {"an evil hole" in his opinion) We

r,rrr,ly had climbing gear for Blacks and Bullocks, so a

v',rl to Barnoolut meant 1080. Sites in the pine forests

woro technically out of bounds, but we snuck into
l'nr,s anyway.

llrorc were no restrctions on Pics, and a procession of
rlrvtr', of all levels of ability would dive it from first light
rrrrlil rlu,,k,rnd beyond. There was a real advantage to
lrr,rrr; r',rr y, ,rs llrc visib ty would be destroyed by mid-

day. On many occasions I observed more than ten divers

in Pics ai the sane time.

We made Mt Gambier trips six to eight times per year,

to dive the easily accessible sites. Our lack of climbing

equipment put Shaft on the "must see" list, but the
opportunity never arose for me.

By 1973 I had accumulated about fifty dives in Mt
Gambiel at Pics, Pines, Ewens, Gouldens, Little Blue,

One Tree and 1080.

Meanwhile, in response to what we were hearing from
overseas, some cave divers began to use guidelines. As

no commercially made reels were available, we made

our own. Buoyancy cornpensators became available, as

did contents gauges, but many chose not to use them.

Our home made reels were rubbish when compared

with today. Many used electric cable reelsl We tended

to use line that was too thick by todays standards. BCs

were horse-collar types, and were specifically designed

to float a diver face up. lt was a tricky skill to get a good

horrzontal swimmrng position while wearrng one. Some

drvers began to tape the top section to reduce the

buoyancy above their shoulders.

Decent knives were impossible to get. Divers knives

were b g, bulky and blunt; in other words totally unsuit-

ed to tre r eeds oI cave dtvers.

ln 1972-i it all went pear shaped.
A fatality near Pics in 1972 caused moderate concern,

and highlighted the dangers of a silt-out, and the need

for a gurdeline, but most of us continued to dtve our

old ways with no real apprec ation of the risks.

Then, late in 1972 three dtvers became sited out and

drowned in Alleyns Cave near Pines. The press went
ballistic, querying the sanity of anyone who would
enter "those caves."
Before the furor had died down, in May 1973 four

Sydney divers fa led to return from a deep dive in Shaft.

The headline read, "Killer cave traps divers." Oncrr

again, lack of the appreciation o{ the risks associated

wrth being unable to find their way out was seen as the

cril.cal {actor.

With eight deaths in 15 months, the reaction was close

to hysteria. Calls came from everywhere to close all

caves. Many landowners stopped allowing divers. The

SA government closed Pics, and Woods and Forests

refused access to any cave on plantation property.

Fortunatery, a{ter several collective deep breaths from

all concerned, a degree of sanity prevailed. Instead of
leqislating to p,ohibit all diving, the South Australian

government gave divers the opportun'ty to find solu-

tions to rhe siIuation. But Lne implicit message was

6l96r; sort it out, or face bans.

A meeLing coqvened in Mt Ganbier in September

1973. An article in Guideline says tt was at Allendale.

My memory was that it was in central Mt Gambier.

The meeting was attended by about sixty divers from

Vicloria and South Australia. lt was chaired by Neil

Tindall and Dave Warnes from South Australia, who

had already been in discussion with the South

Australian Government.

Those who attended were in furious agreement that

divers should control their own destiny in finding a

solution to the dtlemma. How tttis was to o.(Llr w.ls a

more elusive part of the puzz e

The meeting voted to f ortr lltt' Cave Divers
Association of Australia. Wr: olt't lr'rl Eddie Gertzner
from Mt Gambier as President, atrtl V, lot ,rr, Alan D;ty

as Vice President. We set memitttt',lri1r llt",'rl'l', Wlrlrr

this figure became known batk rrr llrl r,t1rtl,t r ltr',,
many declared it to be excessivt'!

Other elected comrnittee tttctttlrct', wltl Roqer

Townley and Russell Pope ol Vrlot ,t, ,rtrrl Dave

Warnes and Neil Tindall o1 5A Laurie Kristofl
became treasurer, and Frank Mc Guire w,r',,t1r;rltrrllrl

secretary.

This committee was charqed willr llrl tttttrtl lrlr1r1ltrrl

task of finding a solution to the ,tl,trttt rrrl i|',tllr t,rlr',

and to come up with a way to win b,rt k llrl t tttrlttlt'trtt'

of the landowners and government so ,ti t t",', lo (,tv(",

could be restored, Progress was slow, ,ts ,l I ( ort(",1)otl

dence between the reps was via surf;trt ttt,t ot lotttl

distance phone.

After several months, the committee sLtbttrillt'rl llrt'

CDAAS f rst constitution, and a recommetrrl,iliorr lot ,rll
caves to be rated according to difficulty Tltt'so cvi: s

were called category one. category two and cate-
gory three. Divers and the CDAA quickly reverted k;

tlrc lt'rrrrs Cat 1, Cat 2 and Cat 3.
. Cat l. I t1tt,tlt", lo t,tvt'ttl. I r1 ( rrlttlrl0ns, Horse

attd ( ,ttt. I',t ltlr', I rll[' l]lrtr'^^
. Cat 2 otltr,rlr', lo',tttl.ltoll ot rk'r'I t,tvt'rtr. Pi<.s,

1080, blarks, ()rrr' lrcr', I 1,r I l,r1r

. Cat 3 equates to t,tvl Al['trrl,rlt', lo',"i1',,

Pines, Bullocks *

* Atthe insistence o1 Barttor.rlttl", trr,rrr,r()('r l(r't; W,rtson,

Bullocks hole was Jisted as C,rl l, ri'spilc it lr,rvinq all

the features of a Cat 2. ( .an evil lrolt', rt'ttrt'lttlrori)
** Little Blue was considered a Cat 1 ,r it h.rd virtually

no overhead areas.

Perversely, just as the CDAA was getting its ducks in a

row, and while Pics and many other caves were closed,

a pair of divers snuck into Pics, and one drowned. While

the event could have derailed all negotiations, it
seemed to have the oppostte effect, due to the circum-

slances of the tatality:
- The divers were not CDAA members.
- They were diving illegally.

- They were diving far deeper than the CDAAs

recommended maximum of 36m.

ln a strange way the incident seemed to validate what

the CDAA was puttinq in place.

Once the committee had rloIinori lovols of rlif Iicully for

llrr, rlif f on-nl lilcs, llrt' ttt'xl plt,t',t'w,t', to tctlily trem-

trtr., lo ilivt' llrt",r' ',tlr'', lo ,trltilvt' llti, lho CDAA

rrrlt'rrrlr'rl lr ,lrlrlr'rl All lrro',1rt'rllv('(,tv('divers to a

',[.rll',,rrrrl l rrow[,rlr;r',r',,i",',tttcttl, tt'r1.ttd r:ss of their
,rlr lrly, r'xpcr r,r, r,, lr,ri I rltottttrl or rlrr,rl fication.

IIrl rr,,rr Irorrw,r', r'xltr,trrr'1y trct;ative. Dtvers around the

rrrrrrrlry rlr,rrr rurrr,tl ( l)AA, tlaimng that they had no

rrrllrl lo lrrrrr, ,rrrlr,rstlrctne on them.

lo rrrrrl,r,,t,rrrrl llro ncgative reaction, a historical per-
,,1)(,( trv(,r', rror,rk'd. In the early 70s, ANY diver qualifi-

r,rtron w,r., r,rre. Many were self taught. Others had

rLrrr, ,,onr(, lornr of training with an "tnstructor" or a

rirvr,,,r lrool, butthere was nothing in the way of a com-

rrrorly,rqreed curriculum. Diver training at the time var-

rt,rl lrom good to poor, with several so-called dive
,,r ltools competinq for the narrow niche markei
lrr,lween bad and bloody awfull

llre concept of an instructor qualification was equally

rare, with less than sixty qualified instructors Australia

wide n 1974. So we had a potentially drffrcult sttuation

for the CDAA; a large group of divers, of widely varying

levels of skill and competence, often with a rather

dodgy SCUBA diver training card, all of whom wanted

the CDAA to endorse them as cave divers so they could

gobacktokillingthemselvesasquicklyaspossible'>
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frr rl', r.rrluur(l r tt'rltl, lltt' CDAA stood its ground

,r1,rtrr',1 llrl rk,,tlltrirrq clatrour to sign people off.
( r,rlrlr(,llron lry t DAA was to be via test only, with no-

oru,r,xr,rnplrrl, despite their fame, their connections, or

llrlI r,x;x'ttt'rtt t'.

llrr,rr lrrrl airtt was to certify the most experienced peo-

pk',rr (,al 3 divers For this they needed a practical skills

,rs\(,\1,rnent, and a theory test. ln August 1974 a repre-

ru,rrl,rtive of CDAA asked Bob Cumberland and I if we

were going to sit the Cat 3 testing. When we confirmed

tll.rt we were, he asked us to write a theory paper!l

Ihat's riqht! lsat my OWN theory paper... and passed!

lhis historic event took place late August 1974 at

Melbourne YMCA, where the Southbank Arts Centre

now stands, About forty divers attended. A similar test

occurred in Adelaide.

lwo weekends were organized for prospective cat 3

divers to do in-water tests in Mt Gambier The first

weekend in laie 1974 allowed committee and key

diversto be tested, and to trial the tests that were to be

applied to the general membership later.

I attended the second weekend in May 1975, along

with fellow instructors David Perry, David Mclvor ( later

to be CDAA NTO and president), Bob Cumberland and

Graeme Bradshaw ( future CDAA secretary/treasurer).

We practised all Saturday in Pics, Little Blue and Ewens.

With little to go on, we focused on blackout line fol-

lowing, buddy breathing with no mask, and ditch and

recovery.

At a packed meeting at Allendale Hall Saturday

evening, we were told of the procedures for Sundays

testing.
A buoyancy control exercise on a vertical line with fins

renroved. Diver was to ascend and descend according

to thr: direclions of the examiner, and hold the depth

witlr no rTrovcrnent of feet or hands. Adjustment of

buoyarrry w,ts ,tllowod but only via oral inflation

In buddy p,rirs, rt't'l ritrt through two tie-offs At the

examiner's dirt'r liorr, llti' p,rir loses both masks and one

regulator. The pair w,t', lo r('lurn to the "entrance"

while buddy breatlrirrrl ,rtttl tt'ltit'virrq the line.

A blackout exercise, lollow trrl ,t lrxt'tl line for approx-

imately 40m, and past totrr tit' olls

The outcry from many of thosc .tsst'rttltlt'tl w,l', tttltnt'di

ate and vociferous. Heated discusstorl ctl',ttt'ri ltlr ,tilotrl

an hour, and every aspect of the tests w,ts tlis',t'r lt'tl ,ttttl

criticized. Through it all, the commitl('(' ttlt'ttrlrt'r',
answered all complaints, questions and crit c sttrs t,tlttlly

and logically, and assured all present that this was ltow

it was going to be done whether they iked t or notl

Sunday AM we assembled at Pics car park.

I teamed with Bob Cumberland, and we did the buoy-

ancy test in the first pond, watched by Phil Prust. We

did better than we had dared hope, and we were hand-

ed over to Dave Warnes ior the buddy breathing test,

also in the first pond. Once this was over, we proceed-

ed to lhe Cathedral lor blackout line work. When we

had completed this test, we were put in charge of

assessments on the blackout test for the rest of the day.

David, Dave and Graeme were similarly employed after

successf ul completion.

Several enduring impressions o{ the day still linge';

The extent of the friction about who tests whom; inter-

shop rivalries, interstate nvalries, pe'sonal rivalrles ard

so on, was 6 59rprise.

I was constantly impressed by the conduct of the

CDAA representatives and the degree to which, without

ever compromising their standards, they catered to the

disparate egos with their claim: ol bias, lack of oppor-

tunity to perform, etc . One such person who accused

the tester of personal bias, was even offered a re-test

with the tester of his chorce. He failed rhe retestl

The degree to which these three tests have stood the

test of time with few alterations is testimony to the

sound thinking behind their development under a lot of

pressure, and with little precedent to base decisions on

The original CDAA committee pretty much got it right

first timel

Most who attempted the tests passed, so by days end,

the CDAA had a substantial pool of cat 3 divers, and

they could implement the next phase; testing for cat 2

lnto 1975, cat 3 divers with an instructor qualification

were given responsibility for testing prospective cat 2

divers in their own state. Again an exam was required,

and I was asked to assist with writing it.

Training was not yet offered. Nor was it requested.

There were a large number of divers who felt that they

were ready to be tested and signed off Such divers

could present for an assessment, and be looked at by the

examiners. The venue popularly used in Meibourne was

Oakleigh poo1. Prospectivc Cat 2 divers attempted exact-

ly the same tests as those for cat 3

Meanwhile Cat 3 ti:stinq continued, initially in Pics,

then eventually in Cotrldens. A scheme evolved where-

by candidatos woro tr:sted by examiners from another

state to rentov(' irlplirations of bias.

As tDAA mcrnbership grew, many stood back and

w,rtrhcd to soo what would happen. Would this new

rupslart mob trash and burn? Would it become worth-

wlrilo to join? Or more importantly, would it become

nec.essary )

As much as many disagreed with how CDAA was tack-

ling the situation, the CDAA had several trump cards:

The SA government suPPorted it,

Access to Pics was only available to CDAA members. lt

was yet to have a booking system. Most landowners

would only allow access upon production of a CDAA

card. Non members could still sneak into Ewens, Little

Blue, & some caves in the Pine forest, but options

were limited.

By the end of the seYentr'es;
- Testing programs were being conducted regularly

doing aw.ry willr lho slate llased committee structure.

Abarrrlorrtrrortl ol llrt' (,rl 1, ? & 3 system to become

Cavern, Sinkhole, Cave and Penetration. This

change requirerl ;t rottt'r ttl troslover seminars to

certify current ntt'tttlx'tr lol tll'tlt'w lovels.

Emergence of comntort i,rlly ,rv,ril.rlrk' t,rvo rlivinq equip-

ment. Prior to the late eiqlrtit's, t,tvt' tlivors trsed modi-

fied ocean diving gear, or thoy rrl,tdo ltroir own equip-

ment. ltems of equipment thal 21sl t t'rrlttry divcrs take

for granted began to appear; <anislor liqhts, wings,

manifolds, reels and spools, and dry strits

Respecting our pioneers.

A celebration of our fortieth anniversary is, by its very

nature, a look backwards. Every generation leapfrogs

the accomplishments of its predecessors, and twenty

first century divers are chalking up prodigious distances

in both Mt Gambier and the Nullarbor. But I urge you

not to lose sight of the significance of the achievements

of divers in the seventies and eighties, even if they seem

tame by todays standards.

As you roar along Cocklebiddy to Toad Hall with your

{leet of X Scooters or Gavins, and multiple stages, give

a moment's thought to Hugh Morrison, Peter Rogers,

Ron Allum and Simon Jones, who SWAM the whole

way while pushinq a slotl loirrlod with 16 spare cylin-

rk'rs! Or ( lrris Ilrowtr, l',trrl Atlxrtl, ['lril I'rtrst, Dennis

llt,rrrrrrr, l),rvrrl l)rrolollr' ,rntl lirrt I',ryrtr' ( ,rnd several

ollrlr', ',otty lot ,rrry ottlt',"loll',) wlltl tltadr: the same

',wttrr tn lltl trttrl ltr;1tltr",

llrl rrlxl lrrnr,yott',ltool ,tlttttt; llre superbly lined tun-

rrll', r,l l,rrrf. ( ,rvt', tt'tttctttlx'r that in 1983, Peter Horne

,rrrrl M,rrl Nlrl',on lountl il lry wriggling down a 45 cm

irrrllr lrrrrrrr,l lrlk'tl witlr cow s*#t, squeezed through a

r(,',lrr lron wrllr ,r sirtqle cylinder each, and confirmed

llr,rl llrr' ',y',lt,tn continued. They saw enough to tell

{ lrrr', llrown, Paul Arbon and Phil Prust that it was

worllr ,r kxrk. After several false starts due to ingress of

Ilrl lororrrentioned cow s*#t after heavy rain, in 1989,

llro lrio broke through into the tunnels beyond the 90

nr{'lr(, room, and the rest is history.

Il,rromber also that, over the next year or so, about

lrvo cubic metres of sorl and rock were removed from

llre access tunnel, and the entrance lake was wrdened

Io rnake entry and exit safer and easier.

Stan Bugg

CDAA #96

in Adelaide and Melbourne.

- Examiners were appointed, overseen by a

National Trarning Officer.

- Legal agreements between Woods and Forests

and Parks and Wildlife were in place.

- A policy on Nullarbor diving was developed.

By 1919, membership had risen to 450.

Key developments in the eighties:

- Publication in 1980 of lan Lewis and Peter Staces

book. Cave Diving in Australia, the first book

dedicated to Australian cave diving. This ground

breaking book became the training text for CDAA

for the next ten years.

- Exploration in the Nullarbor look o{i irr a biq way,

with Cocklebiddy being puslrt'd lo lroyotrrl Itr,rrl ll'r11.

Other key areas of discovery itl lllt' t'itllrlilr wt'to

Pannikin Plain and Tank Cavir

- Fees were raised to $ 1 0 in 1 9u J

- Introduction of a regular newsl'llot, Guide lincs.

Originally B-12 A5 pages, poslt'tl lo tttt'tttlrt't"
quarterly.

- lntroduction of training courst'',, ,ttttl ,tpprt tlltttlttl
of instructors.

- lntroduction of a policy whcrclly ,lrl lrl',lrrr( lot rottIl

not examine his/her own sturlt'ttl', Att tttr['ltlttrlr'trl

examiner had to assess thenl!

- Addition of Cat 3 Advanced irl 1()tl() llr r(",1)()rr"{'

to increased activity rn the Nullarhor,,rrrtl llrr'

discovery of more challenging syslorrr', rrr llr('

Mt Gambier region, such as Englebrt'< [rl', Wr",l,

lddlebiddy, and Tank.

- Requirement for a redundant air supply lot ( ,rl l

Advanced dives. P5. A pony cylinder w,rs ,tr t t';rl,rlr['

- 1986: Octopus regulators to be mandalory lrir

all CDAA diving

A total restructure in 1989; Introduction of an ,ttltttitr

istrative model very close to what CDAA has today, and

I
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'lri,, w,rr trrtainly the case with the CDAA,
wlrcrc Sorrllr Arrstralian and Victorian cave
rirv,,r'. l,,rilr,', 1 ,r v,'lrl,l,rry Otganisation

which could effectively (if unpopularly) regulate
and control scuba diving activities in Mount
Gambiers notorious "sinkholes" after a series of
diving tragedies between 1969 and 1973 tlg-
gered calls for governmental intervention.

But how to present a fair and lr,rl,tttr t'rl ',rrrnr,rry
of the huge number of mport,tlt cvt'trl', llr,tl
occurred over such a long period ol litlr'1 Irrlirc
books could be written on such issues as t.otntttil
tee actions and deliberations alone, or tlre bil[t:r
infighting which has plagued the Association
throughout its existence. But I hope that you will
find this article to be one that presents a more
positive perspective about what the CDAA and its
4,000+ members have been able to achieve in the
past 40 years.

The beginnings of the Association were difficult
times; even its name was controversial. Should it
have been the Cave Divers Association of Mount
Gambier, or of South Australia, or of Australia
(pers. comm Stan Bugg, Aug 2013)? How should
sites be "categorized", how should divers be
",rrscssod" to dive the sites, and who had the
rirllrl lo ,r( I .ls tile 'experts" responsible for the
Ir',,1 rrrl/ \uclr r.,sLics as well as the wording of a

lirr,rlly,rlr'r,i1 ( orrrtitutron all had to be sorted
oLrl lx,lorr, Ilrt,Asso<.iaIion held its first formal
rrrlr,lirrl., ir MoLrnt Gambier and the community
lr,rll ir llrr, ,rr1j,rc cnt township of Allendale East in

l,rlr, l() /-i.

Tlrc in.ruqural CDAA committee comprised Eddie

Gertners (President), Alan Day (Vice-President),

Frank McGuire (Secretary), Laurie Kristoff
(Treasurer) and committee members David Warnes,
Neil Tindal, Roger Townley and Russel Pope, and

while this team undoubtedly had a lot on their
plate during the CDAA's first and very public year

of existence the rather abrasive manner in which
the fledgling CDAA went about telling people how
they could dive, and how they would need to be

tested, went down like a lead balloon tn many

quarters. This was especially the case with clubs

and the locals who had discovered and opened up

most of the sites in the first place, and evidence of
such discontent can still be found today in the form
of crude graffiti on the walls of some caves!

But at the end of the day, the CDAA was s<i suc-

cessful that the fatality rate fell from about 2 per

year (1969-1974) to less than 2 per decade
(1974-2013), with the
result that landowners,
the Government and the
general public no longer
hysterically called to "ban 

r

cave diving". The idea to
rate sites depending on
their features and potential
levels of hazard, and then
assessing divers to match
those ratings, proved trr

work very well, and teratlrirrrl
such key cave diving survv,tl
skills as the thirds nrk',
always running a contintrott',
line to the surface and do,tl

ing with emergenctes in zcto
visibility conditions showlrl
that self-regulation cotrlrl
work, after al .

Early records about Austr,rli,r1,

first cave dives are sadly vt'ry

scarce and poorly documttrrtt'rl,
but along with the fact llr,rl lr) lrl,rrry (,r,r",

(dependtng on people's I,ltlitltl tttlttrottr",) tl t',

hotly debated regarding who tltrl wlt,tl, wlrltt ,tttri
with whom, it is generally,ttltclrl llr,rl llrl lrt',1

cave dives in Australia probalrly l( )( )l l) , r( r' lll

1952, not in Mount Gambier bLlt ,rl llrl lttrlrltt,tl
Sumps of Jenolan Caves in Ncw \()r r11) W,rl('',

Here, Ben Nurse and Denis Burkc ttttt|'t lrxrl ,t

series of well-publicized dives usirrrl ,rlr l)rrrrrl)',
and hoses. lronically these dlves toirrt irI'rl willr
the first known cave dive in the Unitt'rl 5l,rli'', llrt'
same year, when a Floridian diver explort'tl ,r t,tvt'
called Jugg Hole.

Six years later in early 1958, Victorian divers Bill

Kunert, Bob Kunert and .Jim Palmer performed a

pioneerinQ dive at Buchan between Royal and

Federal cavcs, and in May that year lohn Driscoll

and Peter Mattlrews also continued exploration in

Sub-Aqua Cave usirtg oxyqen rebreathers (very

different to today's unils) and primitive, bulky rub-
ber drysuits. Then irr Jtrrrc 1959, John and Peter

turned their attention to Dallcy's Sinkhole, around
the same time that a small number of divers first
began to visit lVount Gambiers be'lter-known,
more readily-accessible sinkholes.

Thanks to the excellent records of the Cave

Exploration Group of South Australia (CEGSA) lnc,

it is also known that many pioneering Mount
Gambier sinkho i: tlivr", wt'rc
undertaken at the erl(l ol tllc
1950s such as at Kilsbys Hole,
Little Blue Lake and Ten-Eighty
Sinkhole by Adelaide divers
including Peter Girdler and
Barry Fowler. A number of
Iocal Mount Gambier divers
(in particular Lawrence Arthur
"Snow" Raggatt, Philip
"Mick" Potter and Bob
Pulford) also became almost
legendary f igures as they dis-
covered and exPlored one
site afler another durrng

( orrrlr,rrlrl with the vast range and quality of gear

,rv,r l,rlrk' today, the equipment that these early
r,rvc rliverrs needed to obtain, build or modify was
rlrili, t:xtraordinary; for example Doug and Sandy

ll,rir; bought some ex-Navy Porpoise scuba cylin-
tli,rs around 1959, and like many other divers they
,,lripped large containers of compressed air to
Mount Gambier from Adelaide so they could

rlecant them without needing a compressor

Snow Raggatt's second set of gear comprised

twin 2B cubrc-foot steel tanks with a Sea Hornet
regulator; the cylinders were old ex-Army
"buffer" cylinders which were originally used to
cushion the recoil f rom big gunsl No harness was

available for the tanks; the cylinders were simply
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The region has long been
known internationally for
its cave diving sites, as

this National Geographic
magazine from January
1984 indicates.



wired together and supported by a strap worn
around the waist, so that the bottles floated up
behind him. And of course there were no such
things as buoyancy vests or octopus regulators
then, either.

Snowy's first sinkhole dive took place on lBth
November 1962, and within the next year or so he
dived in many of the area's sinkholes with mem-
bcrs of his family (including Paul and Judy, who
(,ven at the age of around 12, dived to 36 metres
with Snow) as well as Mick Potter. They were also
involved in the building of the first jetty at
I'ir r,rninnie Ponds with the Mount Gambier
',1rr',rrlisiring and Skindiving Club a couple of
yi,,rr', l,rlcr.

As diving in the sinkholes became
more popular once Piccaninnie Ponds
became more widely known, Snow
established a dive shop in Mount
Gambier which he ran with Jean, and
sometimes up to 200 people visited
them over a long weekend. To cater
for the vast lack of knowledge or
understanding of the risks of sinkhole
diving, Snow and Mick Potter and the
club ran the first trarning courses in
Ewens Ponds, and there is no doubt
that it was largely through their safety-
consciousness and innovativeness that
risks were minimized as much as pos-
sible in that era.

Fellow local pioneering diver Mick
Potter got his twin Porpoise cylinders
in 196'l and used the decanting tech-

nique to refill them. His regulator was a single-
hosed Porpoise Sportsman and he had to stick his
tongue into the mouthpiece to stop it from free-
flowing. And like many other divers, Mick also at
first used a very uncomfortable dry suit called a

Dunlop Aquafort which caused painful blood-blis-
tering at depth because it had no inflation system
to compensate for the crushing effects of the sur-
rounding water pressure.

Mick was also one of the very few early divers
with the foresight to keep a log of his dives and
to also make sketches of some of the places he
visited, and back in the mid-1980s he kindly pro-
vided the author with a copy. This shows that his
first deep dive took place on 13 December i961

with Dave Burchell in Little Blue
Lake; he was grossly overweighted
and crash-dived to about 1 0 metres
before he luckily managed to halt
his descent. After making buoyancy
corrections Mick descended again,
this time to 36 metres.

ln April 1962, an Adelaide-based
CEGSA group explored several
caves in the region and formally
classified the sinkholes then called
Devil's Punchbowl and The Sisters;
they also had some unnamed divers
with them who explored three sink-
holes - One Tree (a.k.a.
Wurwurkooloo), Ela Elap and
Kilsby's. These were the first known
recorded dives in these features.

Also during the early l!)(r0',, rlrvi",lrolr owtrlt
Dave Burchell establishcrl llrc Arlr',rirk,SIin l)ivinq
Centre in Compton Strcct.

Dave was an extraordinary character; on one
occasion he performed the State s f irst " Para-

Scuba" jump at Port Noarlunga, where he para-
chuted into the ocean before being handed scuba
equipment and then descending to a m ni-sub-
marine which brought him to shorel Despite los-
ing his right leg in a train accident during his
youth (not from a shark attack as many suspect-
ed), Dave lived his life to the full and achieved
many remarkable goals, including his then-amaz-
ing and well-publicized dive in the rubbish-filled
Engelbrechts Cave with Mick Potter, John Lees

.rnd Ross Curnow on 4 April 1964. He subse-
rlrrcntly wrote in his logbook "... a new maze of
r,rvr", f or the City Council. .(The) Council flood-lit
llrr, r ,rvr, lor us big publicity. Eottom of cave is

lio llll lrr'low ground level, water depth 17 feet,
r,rrllrlrI (,rv(, on right hand side of water, fol-
lowr,r I lrrrrrt,l, lLrrned left (and) entered underwa-
Ilr r,rvr' Iollowed tunnel, came to T-shaped
l rlrrrl, lLrrrrli l lo krft, followed along tunnel for
,rlroll ./o lr,r,l llrr,n turned back (and) followed
llr(, ,)rl rr lrrli lr lrl,rr kness. Used drum on safety
rrr, lor I r',1 lirrrr," lrorn this dive Mick drew up

,l r(,1)rr,'r,rrl,tlrvr, ',l.t.lr lt rn,tp of the cave; years

l,rllr rl w,r', rr',rlr, r,r I lry ollrcr r,rvc divers that had
Irr', lr',rrrr rrrrr,ly r;or rl lo llrr, r cilinq and checked
oLtl ,otrr,,rl llr,r1,t1r', l)(,lw('('l lltc boulders at
llrlrr irrllrr,',1 lrr,rrlr,rlror llrly wrlrrlrl probably
Ir,rv| rlr',, ()vr,rr,(i llt(, 1.rr1r, ,r r r lr,rrIlrr,r litcre as

w(, ll ,rl',o',r ,r,tr', r",1rr,r t,rlly loltt llt,tl ,t,,,t result
ol llro',r, r,,rrly i,x1r ()r,rlr()tr',, llrl rrr,w',1r,r1lcrs felt
llr,rl tlrcrc w(r., no tolrri',rrr 1;ollll ,rl in wlrat is

loday one ol Mount (r,rf l)i('r'\ [ro',1 rrl)orl.]nt
tourist drawcards!

It's perhaps worth briefly mentioning lrere lhat in
those early, carefree days, access arrangements
were a simple matter of just popping n and chat-
ting to landowners on a purely personal basis .no
qualification cards, no payments and free permits
(where permits were indeed required); and some-
times the odd cray or bottle of red was appreciat-
edl lt became evident from the start that one of
the keys to successfully securing access to private
cave diving sites was the goodwill of landowners
and managers and their personal relationships
and f riendships with cave divers.

cl)aa Mdpplnq & RorEorch cr0 1992
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Snow Raggatt performing what he believed was probably his
first dive, at Port MacDonnell around 1959 (photo courtesy
SnoW Jean and Steve Raggatt, 2005; digitally cleaned up by
the author, 2006).
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The first known underwater map of a sinkhole, incidentally also of
the Little Blue Lake by Mick Potter, based on his first dive; nearly 40
years later and after many dozens of more careful mapping dives,
the'formal' CDAA survey by the author and many others looks
disturbingly similar (was it worth the effort and expense?!)
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Ir Vrr lorr,r rJLtrinc; Christmas
l()1,0, iolrrr Driscoll discovered a

',ir;rrlrr,rnt .]rnount of new cave
u,,rr(l (l hookah in Scrubby
( rr,r,k Cave, while several
Wr:stern Australian
Speleologicai Group (WASG)
divers undertook the first pre-
liminary assessment of the
underwater regions of
Weebubbie and Cocklebiddy
caves on the Nullarbor Plains
around 1961-1963.|n what was
perhaps the understatement of
the cave diving century, the silty
conditions they encountered led
them to report that Cocklebiddy
Cave apparently "didn't go" !l

Around the same time, divers
from the Sub Aqua
Speleological Society of Victoria
(SASSV) including Ron Addison,
Lorraine Newman, Ed Steet,
Peter Robertson, Les Grant,
.lohn Noonan, Bill Kunert and
Elery Hamilton-Smith explored a

number of the larger Mount Gambier features
including Piccaninnie Ponds which was first dived
around 1961 (pers. comm. Ron Addison 2006),
although it had long been known about and
fished for its eels by the Iandownel Max
Holloway, who kept a small boat in the ponds
long before it was dived.

Mick Potter experienced his first serious incident
in Pics on 27 lanuary 1964, when he and Adelaide
diver Brian Rodger lost contact with their thick
safety rope whilst ascending through near zero-
visibility water at a depth of 235 feet in a confined
area of the Dog Leg tunnel. As a result of this
experience Mick developed a guideline reel which
consisted of an open coil of line wrapped around

an old cable drum with a stick poked through
it; this allowed him to feed out and tie off ljne
as required, thus avoiding the problems of
line-traps and snagging around corners which
were frequently caused by surface-fed ropes.
Similar guideline systems were also developed
independently overseas, and this innovation
of a manageable and continuous line to the
surface proved to be one of the most impor-
tant safety techniques ever developed for
cave divrng.

Another interesting early-'l 960s Piccaninnie
Ponds story involved a four year old girl who
was a very competent and capable swimmer
for her age. ln the carpark, she was fitted
with a small hand-made facemask by her
father and then taken to a depth of around
180 feet (55 metres) in the Dog Leg!
Surfacing safely later, she excitedly took off
her mask and exclaimed "Wow! That was
the best swim EVER!" (pers. comm. Elery
Hamilton-Smrth, ASF Conference, )an 2007).
Several years later in around 1964, local drver Jock
Huxtable performed what is thought to have been
the first (solo) dive to aboirl 20 rnetres depth in
The Shaft (thought Io lr,rvr, Ir',1 o;rcnr,r1 up
around 1938 when a lrlorrr;lr lror',r, ptrrrr lrcrl il',
foot through the so ulion lrrlrl r,rlr)

While Mount Gambier was becoming known as

the "Mecca" of South Australian cave diving,
other work occasionally took place elsewhere in
the state. One such project involved the [irst
underwater exploration of a shallow, very rnuddy
cave in the Flinders Ranges during [he Eastc.r

break of 1967, when a combined CEGSA/South
Australian Museum group of researchers and sur-
veyors comprising Peter Robertson, Doug Seton
and Alan Waldron explored it (pers. comm. Grant
Gartrell and Peter Robertson, 2005). The divers
were linked to a rope fed out from the surface,
and they used karabiners to slip along the line.
They checked a lead along a metre-high passage

for several minutes before the rope became hard
tr: pull through; Peter explained that when he
l<;okcd back, he found they had lost almost all vis-
ibility due to mud being stirred up, so they decided
to abortthe dive. However when they signalled for
thc rope to be held tight by the surface party so
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ll wasn't until the mid-1970s
llr,rl anything approaching a true
" lrrroyancy-compensator
rlr,vrr r," with a scuba-fed inflator
',V',1(,nl Iirst came onto the
Au',lr,rli,rrr rnarket), and many
rlrvr,r',,r1',ir lcnded to rely on
llrlrr olrl l,rillrltrl'J-valve reserve'
nrlr lr,rrrr',trr,, loo much (a lever
sy,,l('rl) ,tll,t( lrorl lo the tank
valvc wlrrt lr',,rvlrl llrr, Iast couple
of hundrr,rl gr.,,.r. ), llrc same way
they did wlrcn llrt'y w(]re catch-
ing crays in tlrc opon ocean.

ln January 'l 970, the focus on Australia s cave div-
ing areas swung away to the hot, waterless
Nullarbor Plain to the States west, when then-dry
caver lan Lewis first snorkelled in Weebubbie Cave )

they could pull themselves out, the signal was not
understood and each pull only resulted in more
rope being fed out! The
rope also went across to
the side of the passage to
an area where it was too
narrow to pass through. lt
was only through the cool-
headed efforts of the lead
diver (who very gently
eased the rope out of the
inaccessible f Iattener and
pulled in all the slack, thus
allowing the other divers
to have a tight rope to fol-
low back to the surface)
tlrat tlris dive did not end
I r,rr1i< , rlly.

Although such cave explo-
rations were rare occur-
rences during those early days, there were still
those even then who wanted to utilize their

underwater skills to benefit mankind in a more
general way. Not a lot is known about scientrfic

cave diving of that era but
Graham McKenzie and
Brian Brawley were cer-
tainly among the f irst
South Australian cave
divers to put their skills to
use in this manner.
Graham was in fact the
f irst person to recognise
the potential value of the
fossil beds in Mounl
Gambier's Fossil Cave; he
passed a small quantity oi
collected bones to local
speleologist Fred W. Aslin
who subsequently coordi-
nated further dives involv-
ing Graham and Brian dur-

ing the next f ive or six years with Dr Brian Daily of
the S.A. Museum. Their January 1968 collection

included six important sets of skulls and jaws of
the extinct marsupial Sthenurus sp. Brian also
undertook additional bone-collecting dives
between 'l 968 and 1974, and as a result most of
the more obvious and impor-
tant material was collected and
preserved.

Between 1 965 and 1 968 the
large number 6f ev11r,1;1,,1y 11;r'.

perienced and untrained 1rr,o1rlc
visiting the deep ancJ sill prorrl
features of the Mounl (r,lrrl)i(,1
area without knowledqe .rlrorl
such dangers as nitrogen n.lr( ()

sis, decompression sicknr',,,,,
buoyancy changes causerl lry

compression, hypothernri,r, or

even the simplest of safc,ly lrrr,',
made many of the morc r,xpr,rr

enced people feel th,rt rl w,r',

only a matter of lirrri,rrrrlrl
someone's luck ran oLrl.

The chances of ar ,rr rrrllrl
occurring were also irr rr,,r',rrrr;
as people tended to rlr',r,rrrl llri'
use of twin, small r ylirrrir,r', rrr

favour of larqer-volurrrr,, ', rrrl['
tanks; contents q.lrr;r,', wr,rl
few and far betwer:n (,rrrl lr,r',r

cally mainly of tlrr"'rrllrllc
gauge" variety); arrrl lrrroy,rnry
vests, when used .ll ,rll, wcrr,
basically modified inll,rt,rirli, lile
jackeLs oI Lhe "hor:e r r,ll,11 v,11i-

ety" (divers often removcrl llrcir
weightbelts at depth as their
wetsuits compressed and they
became less buoyant.
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with an underwater torch, discovering a massive
sump which sparked his desire to take up diving
(so that he could return and explore it properly)
and commencing a decade of record-breaking
discoveries under the Nullarbor.

Two years later in 1972, lan led the first
"Nullarbor Cave Diving Expedition" which includ-
ed such folk as Dave and Tamsin Warnes, Ron
Doughton (from Sydney, with his wife and a com-
pressor) and Mike Turner. During this trip Phil

Prust and Bob Turnbull explored Weebubbie Cave
underwater for the first time and Phil also discov-
ered the first 1 50 metres or so of the enormous
underwater passage in Cocklebiddy Cave.

It was also around this period that Mount
Garnbier r-ave diving actrvities attracted unwanted
attention bCr,rrrs0 of the 1 1 deaths in Kilsbys
Hole, Picc.rn rrrrir, ['orrrls. Allcyn's Cave and The
Shaft. Whi c ,r lt,w rlivc r lrrlr,, ol llrr' 1960s intro-
duced safety linr, ;rror lrlrrrt,', lor r,rvr, rlivinq for
their members, tlrt, l,ir I ol ,rrry

standardised system nr(,,rrl llr,rl
divers took their lives irr tlrur \,n r r

hands, and so it wasn't a real sur

prise when two young larls

drowned in Kilsbys in April '1 969

The public and political response
to this accident was consider-
able and drawn-out; under-
standable, perhaps, in view of
the fact that it wasn't until some
1 1 months had passed before
the last victim's body was
removed from The Shaft (partly

caused by the fact
that no decent map
existed of the cave).
Because of the public
outcry surrounding
these accidents and
calls from certain
quarters for the total
banning of all cave
diving activities, the
Government formed a

"Committee
Appointed To

lnvestigate Safety
Precautions for Scuba
Divers ln Fresh Water
Sink Holes and
Underwater Caves" in

May 1973 which (fortunately for the cave diving
community) was very well-represented by divers
Dave Burchell, Peter Christopher (President of the
Underwater Explorers Club of S.A.) and Bob
Pulford (diving representative for the Mount
Gambier Spearfishing and Skindiving Club). Other
divers and cavers including lan Lewis provided
advice to the Committee, which also comprised
the Chairman and Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Mr L.D. Draper, the Chief Ranger of
Department of Environment and Conservation,
and the Secretary of the Department of Marine
and Harbors.

Public opinion was considered by this Committee
and the fact that some members of the cave div-
ing community (notably members of FAUI, the
Federation of Australian Underwater lnstructors)
were prepared to try self-regulation was
favourably considered; in fact on page 16 of the
Committee's report they noted that "...While at

Mt. Garnhier in the course of
it., ancluiry informal discus-
.,ion:, wcre held with people
lxflh resident at and visiting
Ml Gambier and who had a
trtn1t11Ofl inLeresL in diving in
sink-holes and underwater
caves. The obvious concern of
these peop/e was thal acLion
would be taken to close off
holes and caves or in some
way destroy them... sugges-
tion (was) made that a united
body would, apart from other

benefits, give opportunity for standardizatron oi
education and qualifications. lnterested persor)',

called a meeting at that time and the Cave Divers
Assr.>ciaLion of Australia was formed, with an
interim Committee. That Committee called a

neeting of the proposed Association in
September, 1973...".

They also said that "... As a Committee we are
optimistic that the activity of the Cave Divers
Association with Australia-wide interests coordi-
nated, would go far towards solving many of the
problems associated with sink-hole and underwa-
ter cave diving. we are of the opinion that while
a chance exists for achievement of greater under-
water cave diving safety by the employment of
virtually voluntary remedies, legislative control of
the sport should be deferred".

Furthermore, the Committee recommended that
" .. the cave known as either "586" or the
"Death Cave" . be sealed in a manner that pre-

serves its physical condilion but prevents access,

e.g. an iron gnlle". Srrr lr ,rw,rrcncss of the va ue
of cave conservation w,r', l,rrrlr'ly llrr,ro:Ltlt of rep-
resentations by many prorrr

nenL members o[ Ih. ,,rvtr', I

community, and this rcc otl
mendatjon was very ( or)
mendable, considerinq llrr'
public feelinqs about llrr'
drownings.

In the Association's r'.rrly
years, most " cave " rlivlt',
were really open water rlivlr',
seeking the thrill of clivitrrl trr

crystal clear water; nr0',1

would have thouqlrl llr,il
crawling up f loodcrl, ', ll.r I

out passageways w,r', llrI

',lrrl1 ol rrir;ltlrrares (as indeed it can bel).
lli'r,rrr',r' llrr, A',',or L,rlion's primary objective was
Io',,illr1rr,rrri rlrvlr',' ,rrrcss to sites, the group was
rrr,rrnly r orr lrrlriwillr r,rtinq the sites and assess-

nq llrr,rlrvlr', rrorr,ol llrree "categories" which
matclrcrl il vlr',' ',[ rll', witlr each site's depth,
extent ol ovr,rlrr,,rrl r,rvronment and silting
potential. Pl,rr i", lrl.', l'( (,)rr)nic Ponds and One
Tree were espcr r,rlly lro1rr rl, rr ,rnr1 only a handf ul of
divers were intercstcrl rrr ',i,,rri lrirrr; out new caves

or undertaking any lor rrr ol i,rvr, rr,scarch. But it
was through the elforls ol llrr,',r,rrrorc adventuT-
ous members that sr:rlr sirlnilir,rrrl places as

Engelbrechts, The Three S !tors, \l rrryinq Nettle,
Nettle-Bed and especially Tank Cavr: wcrc discov
ered using the very limited equipment and tech-
niques of the day.

Even as the CDAA was getting its act into gear dur-
ing 1973 and 1974, cave diving activities blossomed
elsewhere around the country Ron Allum and Al
Grundy performed a number of dives in such places

as Jenolan, Bungonia, Wyanbene and Cliefden in

New South Wales, and Ron (and later, lan Lewis)

investiqated some sumps in Yarrangobilly. Also
around this trme lan also
,,.1r1,,r,,, I I'O mclre\ ol virqin
rrrrrllrw,rlr,r l),r,,,"r(l(, in a cave
trr,,rt llrr' (,[,lr,lr; Iirvcr rrsing a

lr,rrrrl lrlirl ',t ulr,r cylinder, as

wi,ll ,r', lown Cave at
( rrrr,rrrulka on the Yorke
l\'rinsula, with Phil Prust assist-
ing from the surface.

ln the mid-1970s a series of
complex dives was also com-
menced under the Nullarbor
by a number of groups from
southern and western
Australia. In January 1914,lan >

i"p {l
'j{:,---.*- -*--r:^l\. 

--a-.-t-l I-i?
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Traclng from Mick Potter's sketch of the
Eattorn Slde of Engelbrechts Cave as it
appeared in his personal logbook.
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Lewis -led the "Second Nullarbor Cave Diving
Expedition", and he and Keith Dekkers, assisted

by about 30 other cavers from around Australia,
dived every known wet cave except Moonera
Tank during that trip. They were the first to
explore Pannikin Plain, Murra-El-Elevyn,
Koonalda, Winbirra and Tommy Grahams caves
(discovering the first air chamber in Tommys, with
Keith almost reaching the second air chamber),

and they eventually totalled some 1 .3km of virgin
underwater passage all up. Then around mid-
1974, Plt I Prust, Peter Chesson, Denis Whatt and
others clisr overed the second airchamber in

Tommy's ,rs wcll as about 350m of new passage in
WeebLrbbic C-.rvc.

Around M,ty '74lan dived Naracoorte's S102 and
the Henschkc QL.rarry caves and also around this
trme checked out Coobowie Corner Cave on the
Yorke Peninsula with Terry Reardon (which the 

I

author dived and mapped some 10 years later in 
Il

August 1985, being unaware of this earlier explo- /

ration) They also dived Lake Hamilton
Homestead Cave near Sherinqa on the southern
Eyre Peninsula.

Tasmania first entered the cave diving picture
sometime around 1974 as well, when Bill Kinnear
and others reportedly discovered 400 metres of
submerged passage rn Kubla Khan Cave without
reaching the end.

Back in Mount Gambier, yet another drowning in

Piccaninnie Ponds in December 1974 created
renewed community concern which was fortu-
nately quickly quelled when it was realised that the
victim was not diving within the CDAAs (or

National Parks') safety guidelines. This was the last

fatality for 10 years until April 1984, when two
young men died in Piccaninnie Ponds.

ln 1915 lan Lewis published his comprehensive
"South Australian Cave

Reference Book"
(Occasional Paper
Number 5) for CEGSA,

detailing all of the caves

known in South
Australia at that time,
and during the period
1975-1979 numerous
Nullarbor discoveries
dominated the
Australian cave diving
scene. ln August that
year Hugh Morrison,
Simon Jones and Keith
Dekkers made a world-
record push to the 550-
metre mark in

Cocklebiddy Cave and
also pushed Tommys to
the final rockpile which
they explored until the

top portion col-
lapsed, and in May
1976 Hugh and Dick
Beilby, as members
of a large combined
Sth Australia / West
Australian team, dis-

covered
Cocklebiddy's First
Rockpile air cham-
ber at the one-kilo-
metre' point,' and
also went about
100m on from the
far side. Phil Prust,

Dave Warnes and others also explored Murra-El-

Elevyn around this time and found the first air-

chamber in that cave (pers. comm. Phil Prust,

1980s), and also sometime in 1976, Peter

Robertson and Lou Williams penetrated Victoria's

Dukes Cave for a short dtstance before they were

stopped by a restriction.

ln early to mid-April 19f /, ,t lt',rttt ol rlivors inc ud

ing Phil Prust, Peter Start', lirtr Alrrrrr, Al (rrLltr(ly

and Jo Grundy foLttrrl ,trtolllt't J',0ttt irl

Cocklebiddy (totalling 1.irl0 [r ()tn('lr(",),rtrri lltly
also further explored,tttr1',Lttvlylrl lrttttrrry

Graham's, Weebubbe anrl Mtttt,r ll ll,'vyr r r,rvr',

using RDF equipment wh r lr w, r', tir' , ,1trlr I I ry li, rtr

Allum. Later in 1977,lltt<1lt Morll',, rtr,',lttt.tr

lorrr,',,rrrl !llvi' Sinclair undertook a 7-hour
rrrrllr ryl rrrilr rlivc lo around 2.1 kilometres in
( or l.lll rrrily, ,rrrrl,r', llut;h explained to the author
in ,r lllllr rr M,rr lr l()()7, it was during this dive
thal lrr' " lrr',1 rr',r'r I ,i ',lt'tlqe (sic) which Simon
madc lrotr l'V( lrtlrttrrl"

ln Aur;usl l'i / / , Vtr lott,trl diver Graham
Bradshaw pLrlrlr',1 rlrl llrr' lrr',1 lr,r', r introduction to
underwater c.lv('rr),rl)l )lr(l rr llrc CDAA's first
"Occasional Paper Nrrrrlrlr l', ,rrrri llranks to the
foresight of whoevcr ri lrr llr l llrl r l,tLrse in the
CDAAs Constitutional Aittts ,rrrl Olricr ls about
encouraging "research, irtclurirrrr1 rrt,r1rpirrq, of all

underwater caves and sinkhoJcs", lltt' sccd had

been planted for the Association to support the
formation of the CDAA Research Group (coordi-

nated by former President Peter Stace) in March

1983. The Research Group subsequently under-
took the first underwater surveys and scientific
studies of Kilsbys Hole, The Shaft, Piccaninnie

Ponds and Engelbrechts Cave, and also indirectly
led the author to form the South Australian
Underwater Speleoloqical Society Inc rn 1986,

with which CDAA members undertook more
r ornprllrcnsivr. stLrclics and surveys of most of the
ollrlr rrr,rior ', nklrolr", ,rtrrl r,tvcs inclttding Ten

i rrllrly, ( r()lrl(l(,r',, lririlllrrrirly,rlrl lltc I'ittcs as well
,r, lllrrr, l,rlr,,rrrrl,r rorrrlrtlltt'r',vo rt'visilinq of
I,, r., |, l,'r l''r,1,'r.rJt'v''t,lV
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CAVE DIVING IN
AUSTRALIA



Itr r',rrly l')/ii, l'r,llr 
"l,rr 

r" l,ltil Prust and Ron
/\ I rrr ,,rrlrrll.rl ltrrlr r,,rrltor l.tsmanian explorers
,tlrrl ilt ,,,,vlti,rl 111r'llr,rrr ,l.4 

kilOmetfeS Of afdU-
1)r,,, rlrly rrrivr ,ryroltl (4-6oC) passageinanum-
lr, .r ,,1 rlrll.rr,rrl (,rv(,systems, especially in Kubla
i lr, rrr. wlrr,rr, ,l nt.ljor breakthrough occurred.
/\ ,r r llr,rt y(,,)r. Ron and phil returned to
t .r Illlrrrlly ,lrld added yet another 3OOm or so
1r r lls1,, ,,',,,, ,,,ous cave. In addition, peter Stace
,rrrrl l,rr lr:wis checked out a number of ,,new,,

',rrrl.lrolcs in the Mount Gambier area (including
Wr xrlw.rsh Cave, Rubbish Cave, Horse and Cart
',rrl<lrole and Tea Tree Sinkhole) for potential dive
',ilcs for CDAA-qualified divers, and lan and peter
,rlso spent much of their dive-time undertaking

and drawing-up the first reasonably accurate sur-
veys of the known popular sinkholes and caves of
the region for their ground-breaking book, ,,Cave

Diving In Australia" which they published in j 980.

Hugh Morrison was involved in yet another
Cocklebiddy push in early 1979, this time using
much more sophisticated sleds which could hold
1 5 scuba cylinders; they also ran a telephone
cable out to the First Rockpile and reached a pen-
etration distance of some 3,1 5O metres.
Meanwhrle back in Mount Gambier again, Robin
and Martin Garrad, Clive Mills, Richard Stanton,
Keith Evans, Peter Rogers and Jenny Hiscock,
working with Flinders University's palaeontolo-
gists, set up a complex star-dropper survey grid in

Fossil Cave and subsequently
recovered hundreds of impor-
tant bones of extinct
Australian animals.

During this period there were
also a number of other impor-
tant explorations and discov-
eries in the Mount Gambier
area, including the Eastern
Side of Engelbrechts Cave
which was revisited for the
first time since 1 964 and
more thoroughly explored by
Phil Prust, Peter Stace and
Ron Allum (resulting in the

rliscovery of the large arrchamber there,
lhe first such feature ever found in a

Mount Gambier waterfilled cave), and
in May the unstable, silty and very
restrictrve Western Side's entr.y lake was
pushed by Ron Allum, who surfaced
soon afterwards, reporting that he
couldn't see a thing, but also that
apparently it "went" ! Phil and peter

were also the first to drscover the 1OOm-
long main passage on the Western Side
but they didn't look up, and it was dur-
ing a later dive by lan Lewis and Terry
Reardon that they discovered the large
air chamber, along with the other flood-
ed passages leading off from it. The
horrible north-western extension of The
Swimthrough and the underwater
regrons of The Three Sisters were also
explored for the frrst time by members
of thrs group; these were the first dives
since the cave had been sealed in the
1960s as a result of cxtensivr: pollution
which had been caused by ,r loi,rl ,rlr,rt
toir in days gone by

At the end of the 1970s ir rrrrrlri,r ol
significant discoveries wcTo ,rlso rr, rrll
in the Jenolan Caves system by ,r ti',rrrr
including Ron Allum, Phii PrLrst, , u l

Lewrs, Terry Reardon, Robin (,,1|,r(1,
Jenny Hiscock and Peter Rogers, willr rr,rrry r rl

these occurring in Mammoth C.rvr, (lr l l,rr I ,rrrrl
Slug Lake), lmperial Cave and "\rrrrrlr /", ,,vlrrr lr
was reportedly "very na:;ty, silly ,rrrrl w tlr rrrl
flow", while in Tasmania, Fntrrk',,rlt ,rrrrl l,r'tr,r
Cover discovered a malor ,tir r lr,rrrrlrcr ,rrrl 1r,r,,
sages in Union Cave and also r,x1 rlorlr IMy (,rvr,

Aroundthe same time Stuart Nicholas, Nick Hume
and Rolan and S'tefan Eberhard undertook a num-
ber of explora'tions in the Junee-Florentine Master
(Cave) System, And cave and sinkhole diving in
the Mount Gambier region was once again
becoming a very popular pastime.

With the commencement of the 1980s came a
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Author's.sketch of the original entrance showing the ceiling just a foot
(30cm) above Tank Cave's muddy, cow-poo-coveied floor.



1,,, ,r1 ,,1 rlr)v,r1rvr, llw (livil(l tccltnologres
r, lrllrl lr,,lllr rlLr,rltly lrrrcly.utcy systems and
r,)r, l)r ,rrr, ,r lrr ,lrrl rcli,r[tlc underwater lighting
,rlLrlrrlr,lrl (r,',1r,(,rlly in America), and cave div-
ri I (', 

I r r )r, rlr( )r', ( ontinued not only in South
/'\r',lr,r ,r ,rrrri lltc Nullarbor but in other States as

wr,ll I Jowlvi,r the vast majority of Australjan cave
rlrvrrrr | , rr lrvities still occurred within a 30 kilome-
Irl r,rrlrrrs of Mt Gambier.

ly1 rrr,rl gear of this era now consisted of a 5mm or
/rrrr neoprene wetsuit and hood, a heavy waist-
lrLrckled lead weightbelt, a single 72 cubrc-foot
sleel or BB dft aluminium compressed-air scuba
cylinder (the author also used a "slingshot Y-valve"
configuration on one cylinder so that two regula-
tors could be attached separately), a main regulator
and an "octopus" regulator on a tether or neck-

strap (in the author's case again, also with a nylon
stocking fitted across the mouthpiece to keep silt
and rubbish out!) as well as a scuba-feed hose and
tank contents/depth gauges.

Divers also often carried a large (often home-
made) YUASA lead-acid battery pack and hand-
held torch (the more flashy ones being of the slid-
ing test-tube variety, but most were fixed-beam
monsters). And while " Fenzy"-style inflatable
buoyancy vests were all the rage in the mid-
'l 970s, cave divers soon learnt about their limita-
tions in cave environments (they were not good
for holding a diver's body in a horizontal position),
and back-pack or jacket-style buoyancy systems
then became more popular, as did other brands
and styles of 'horse-collar' vests (with their C02
cartridges removed and plugged, and the

rrr:ck/shou lder regrons
wrapped in tape to minimize
upper-body lift when the vest
was inflated).

Ihe f irst inf latable dry suits
,rlso began to enter the cave

rliving scene around thrs time,
and helmet-mounted lights,
while long used by cavers and
divers in Europe, were firsI
introduced in the Mount
Gambier region by the autlror
in 1983 as a simple "lr,rrrrl',

free" underwater resr',itt lt
and surveying light sorrrt r'
(after pinching the idea lrorl
visiting French cave divcr',1 )

Such contraptions inili,rlly
evoked cries of derisiott ltorl
some of our more resgtt't li'r I

"old-time cave dive'rs",,r',
these early versions werc lillli'tttotl llr,ttr ',ttrrlrli'
low-powered reference liqltl',; tltl rttotr' p, ,wt't ltll
"standard" helmet-mounlcrl',y',lltr, wlt, lr wltl
to later adorn cave dvers' lrt',rrl', ttrtly r,ttrtl rtl.
being several years later.

Also during this period, a tttltttltt'r 11{ ;11r'1111r.t ,

became interested in undttrw,rllr (,rv,' nr rl)lrrrrrl

and research work, and in 19tj0 ',t tr)rl ll Lt, ,,,1

lected a range of water saml)l(",,t1 v,rtlr)rl, {1,'lrllr

from a variety of sinkholes ,lrl(l (,t\/r ", l, r'rt'tlrl.
them to bre assessed for iottl,ttttttt,tttl, ,tt, lt ,t',

nitrates and pesticides. Then on 26 )anuary 1981,
a rare centipede-looking crustacean called a syn-

carid was discovered by the author in Fossil Cave,

and this simple discovery proved that even basic

investigations into the underwater speleological
world had not yet been undertaken properly to
that tirne. Consequently he and Mark Nielsen

undertook the '[irst ever yearlong, 3-monthly
stLrdy o{' the temperature structures of four of the
l.:rger sinkholes (namely One Tree, Ela Elap, Ten-

Eicthty and The Black Hole) to better understand
tlrcir c,nvironments. This

prr.rject resu ted in some
v.ry .nteresting lirdi rgs,

and also confirmed that Ela

FIap, at around 1 loC at

the boLLorr, wds the cold-
esl I nown waler{il ed fea-
ture in Lhe Mount Gambie'
area (although Little Blue

Lake wenl dow.l 10 12oC

on one occasion; the
'n6191i6Lrsly tord' lwens
Ponds and Piccaninnie
Ponds , r, lualry hover
aror rnn llr" relalively-com-
fortablc 15 16oC mark).

lr I{'urudry 1981, Nick

Hurne and SLuart Nicholas
undertook their initral
exploration of Wolf Hole
in Tasmania, and also

TSHNI$T POTTilTIAI,
ftIfiT Tf{il$ ffivr

il:S$Htr,Slll:CllT (.]idt'fl i*m not fltrJmsr t# hur* rury pttrnlirl lur
*r"1r'lopnlsnl m * ts*rkl ettr"rillil:lrr, *Ithuugtr il-l uild+r$ ulti
f*rillrirrs lxtpmxxl lour dir.pr* x'ho txpkrrrd it fin lxrtur(l$.1.

Th. t/{rr rth}r* hh& (aFlsrud E$*rJtrB"hl (:*rr $a
vluldrl" horr o',hmslh$!* ru tl}i.ek rir.rxhr! *{
ihr {,nr. thrr sr{ l{er {:sstr* {}trn), l"*rrid lXnr,
'hrll" .rutrn l,fl"*. eBd illd* Fsiidr. Ot *l*, hdt. *lrrre
U,'. s{r+r wlrh hh tle"lr lr| l}r f@+* k {-Ulg l(e'IFr.
rr n Gr rh. r q5h l'krr r x! tr H i ffsl. I nhil
n-ihr,d lfl I[. nr4ilr**l+q. {l'flqfc h!. ltsf l.$Eterl.
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The author and Mark Nielsen demonstrating some of the typical sinkhole-diving
gear of the late 1970s at Ela Elap sinkhole: modified Kambrook electric cord reels

used as guideline reels, horse-collars vests (again somewhat modified) and single

cylinders with lvalve reserve mechanisms were still in common use (photos by



rr,r r,l llr rl I rrr, llri' NLrl,rrlt()r':
l', rrrrrl r r ll,rr r ,rvr, w,i,, (,xl)lorcd to
,rlrr rr I .lol ) rr,tr{,,, lry l(ol A lum, Tefry
lir,,rlrllrr rrrrl l'r,llr llogers before
.lr,rrt y ,rltr,rv\/,1(1,, being pushed to
,rlrrrrrl (roorrr (lo near a rockpile) by
l'lrrl l'r rr,,l, it,rtny Hiscock and Russell
I rll l, rrr I owis, Dave Warnes, Terry
lir,, rrrI rrr ,)nd Karl Lengs undertook the
lrr',1 tlives in Far North Queensland's
( ,rrnooweal area for the first time in
1981, and later that year Nick Hume
.rnd Rolan and Stefan Eberhard under-
took further ma1or explorations in the
.Junee system in Tasmania. During
early January 1982, the author also
accompanied Peter Stace in a check of
various features around the Mount
Gambier area.

The following March, GIen
Netherwood, Peter Ackroyd and Alex
Kariko used side-mounts and surface-fed lines to
explore a very tight, silty sump in M-4 Cave, and
in September Hugh Morrison led another com-
bined SA/WA team to Cocklebiddy Cave, resulting
in the discovery of Toad Hall, which was explored

to the lake on its far side - an extra 500 metres, to
a world-record penetration distance of 4,100
metres. Also that year Chris Brown pushed from
the 600 metre point to 7B0m in Pannikin Plain
Cave with Phil Prust (using triple cylinders) and

found an airchamber; Phil also made a

major discovery in Murra-El-Elevyn (with

Chris, Ron Allum and Peter Rogers)

resulting in a 300% increase in known
cave passage.

lan Lewis also pushed the small cave in

the Third Pond at Ewens around this
time to a depth of some 20 metres,
where a fierce outflow and very tight
flattener passage at an "interesting
cross-jointed aquifer outlet" prevented
further exploration (lan's words as relat-
ed here don't really indicate how diffi-
cult it was to squeeze along the restric-
tion with his hand-held scuba tank flap-
ping behind him and his mask pushed

so hard against his face that he thought
his eyeballs were going to pop outl).

Back at Dalleys Sinkhole in April 1983, Glen
Netherwood and Peter Ackroyd explored a 14m

April to July Nick Hume, Stefan Eberhard and oth-
ers explored the Junee system again, along with
Welcome Stranger.

sump and discovered a large cavern, and from The year 'l 983 was also an exceptional one for
both cave diving science generally and at
a personai level for this writer. Between
March and August, rn the company of
Mark Nielsen, Andrew Cox and Peter

5lacc, lh0 aLrllror trrrri0rlr>ok,r r,rnc;e of
cxlrlor,rlron', irr v,rtiott', "1',',tttc ravcs"
,rtrrI ollrlt lr,,rltttr,', ttr llrr, Mottnl (r,rtltbier
,lr',r l)rr rrrl llrr,',r' rIovr,l', olt' tltance

;rlrr,ll Ir,r;r;rlrr,rI 1o Irrrllrlrrllrl,rtt ttttusual
w,rl l,,,rlrrrl wlrrr lr w,r', l,rtcr clcnt fied as

I rr , rrr ; ,l r ,l r( r(,rrl " l)(,lrot;lyph " which may
Ir,rvl lrr,r'r ,)0,000 yo,lrs or more old.

',r )()r) ,rlllrw,rrrls various petroglyph
r,rplrl , wr,rt, taken around the caves of
llrr,',oullr E.rst and a number were found
lo r onl,rin these rare and important
,rri lr,rcological artefacts which some
lrclir,ve were carved by the very anc ent
" l,rsrnanoid" people, the predecessors of
Iotlay's Aboriginal people who subse-
rluently settled Australia (pers. comm. Dr
Neil Draper, Aboriginal Heritage Un t,
Dept. for the Environment circa 1985).
The CDAARG's first project - the mapping
and palaeontological assessment of
Kilsbys Hole - was also successf ully under-
taken during this time

Then, in the evening of 9 August 1983,
one of Australia's most significant cave

diving discoveries was made when the ;,,
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author and Mark Nielsen, workrng from a sugges-
tion by Peter Stace, crawled through a 30cm high
cow poo-covered flattener under a windmill tank
in the middle of a paddock and negotiated an
underwater jumble of rocks and silt to find them-
selves exploring the first main passage of what
the author would later name Tank Cave. Although
"the windmill cave" had long been rumoured to
be some kind of dive, nobody had ever reported
f inding the 100 metres of so of spectacularly-clear
and completely unmarked passage that had just
been explored, and Mark returned a few weeks
later with another diver to explore further"

Unfortunately with the limited access
and poor lighting gear of that time, no
further explorations were made by Mark
as attempts to lease the paddock to
enable the digging-out and stabilizing of
the entrance were unsuccessful.
(Moving on to the many other projects
which were running at that time, the
author passed information about the
discovery on to Phil Prust, Chris Brown
and Paul Arbon a couple of years later
for their "possible interest" in pursuing
the difficult access arrangements, in the
mistaken belief that the cave probably
did not really have much potentiall)

ln September 1983, European-style cave
diving techniques and philosophies
reached South Australia, when French

divers Francis and Eric Le Guen (assisted by
Veronique Borel, Jerome Krowicki and Sylvie
Goutiere) visited the Mount Gambier area before
heading out to Cocklebiddy Cave to set a new
world penetration record of 6,000 metres there.
Prior to this visit no Australian teams had ever
considered the exploration of Cocklebiddy in a

competitive light, and considering the hospitality
which was extended to them by Adelaidian cave
divers many people were extremely offended by
the way in which the French subsequently boast-
ed about how they had "broken the Australian
record" when it had never been a competition in
the eyes of the locals.

Consequently, just over a

month later, a large
Australian team including
Ron Allum, Peter Rogers

and Hugh Morrison broke
the French (and thus the
world) record when Hugh
used a single cylinder to
squeeze some 240 metres
further along a very narrow
and silty passage - an
astounding display of
courage, considering the
fact he was alone, with no
backup cylinder ... and 6
kilometres f rom the
entrancel! During that trip
Chris Brown and Phil Prust
also pushed Pannikin Plain
Cave to 1,O7Om and

cxplored 130m or so of a lower section of Warb.r
Cave, and explored Warbla's second airchamber
lor the first time.

ln October and November 1 983, Stefan Eberhard,
Nick Hume and Peter Clover undertook explorato-
ry dives in the Trowutta Arch and Kubla Khan sys-

tems in Tasmania, including making a thru-dive in
Kubla Khan, and between March and .June 'l 984
a lot of other Tasmanian progress occurred includ-
inq further major explorations in Union Cave by
Rolan and Stefan Eberharri, rnorc Junee explo-
rations by Nick Hume and n tt l,r Vr,rna, and Rolan

Eberhard's pushes in ['t'ttr],tnl PotiGrowling
Swallet where he penetr,rlcrl ,r l',tn lLtnnel which
joined the systems toqctlrcr

In early 1984 local MoLtttl (,,rrrl)t('r ( rolr duster
pilot and diver Peter Bl,rt ktttotr', tr llrc r otttpany
of Phil Earl and Dartrly ()trrrli'1, rlt',t ovt'rcd
lddlebiddy Cave: a floorlctl,',tttr1lr' p,t,,,r(l('',y',1('rTl

some 250 metres in lentlllr (',,rrly llrc rlt',r ov('t('r',

chose to keep its locatiotr ,r ',('( rll 1r,t ttt,ttty yr ',tt',,

and it was only throut;lt ,t lr.',ttt,' ,,tttt, itlt'llr l
involving talking with a lotr",lty vr,rtl,'t llt,tl lltr'
author accidentally loc,rtcri llrl l,',rlrtt,'t l,tli't
some skull fragments frottl,t y,)Llrl(l 1pr,,,1lr y,tlro
riginal) person were {rtttttrl I I ll11' { r rr rr l,r I

entrance chamber, maktrtrl 11rt , llr,' Itt ,l ur tl.t

filled cave in the area known to contain human
remains. This new "angle" later saw Association
members dealing with staff from the SA

Government's Aboriginal Heritage Unit as well as

ocai Aboriginal representatives.

ll April 1984, Piccaninnie Ponds sadly suffered its

Irr',1 rlrrrlrlc latality, involving a CDAA member
,rrrrl lr', rrnlr,rrcrl {ricnd who snuck into the
l'orrrl, wrllrorrl ,r lrr,rnrtl ,rnrl rlrowned at about 60
rn, lrr,,.rlllr lrlrorrnrrl i,trl,rlrllt,tl in lltetr lirte in

llrr,|)or1 It,r1 Tlre fact
llr,rl llrly lrrokc reveral
| ,'y rrrlr,', oncc. again
lrirllrlrr'1lrtcd the impor-
t,rnce of the CDAAs role
in cave diving issues, and
fortunately for the diving
community the "killer
sinkholes" outcry of yes-

teryear was not repeated
this time. This accident
also appeared to have
been largely caused by

the guideline becoming
snagged in a non-stan-
dard waist-mounted
snap-hook which could
not be disentangled by

divers affected by nitro-
gen narcosis and in zero-
visibility conditions.

The following month,
Chris Brown reported
finding an interesting
passage of about 4Om
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Just inside the entrance lake (courtesy Andrew Cox,

mid-1980s).
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lr,r,lr,rl rrrl,. lr r{lllrltrrr|,ltll rr Illt'
'il tr' . fv ll r l', r tl /\rl ,, ,t), , tltt i llt n llgU5t
t lrr ,rrrrl l',rLri, rlr)r{l wtllr I'ltil Prust,
,lrr,, I.rl ,,rrl llrr. nr,rly vtt(:Jitt side-tun-
rr.l l),r',1 llrr,/.1{)rrr nl,rrk in Pannikin
l'l,rr r,r\/r, Ilrltr itt November, the
,rrllrrrt r ()trllrl('llced the CDAA's
l'rr r,rr)rlr(, l'onds Research Project,
u lr.rr llrl i rst lrnes were laid in the
( , rv( , ,,y,,1(,rTl. This project resulted in the
pror lrrr lion of a high-quality map of
I lrr, (-athedral and rnain Chasm areas

ol llris famous feature which was also

usr:d by the National Parks Department
,r5 a template for their "cutaway view"
rnap of the system in the Piccaninnie
Ponds carpark.

In mid-]985, the author used one of
lan Lewiss small hand-held scuba cylinders to
squeeze into an unnamed hole across the road

from The Pines, reaching a maximum depth of
eight metres where a small silty restriction was

found. This feature would later be called Stinging
Nettle Cave (511 86) and would be pushed to
around 30 metres deep by David Funda and Petra

Fundova in 2003.

ln October, Stuart Nicholas and Nick Hume
explored the Coelacanth Extension in Tassy, and

between November 1985 and June 1986 Nick

also undertook more explorations in Pendant Pot

and Mainline Sump. Several months later, in May
1986, the CDAA commenced its Engelbrechts
Cave Mapping Project which was coordinated by
Andrew Cox, and the following month Peter

Ackroyd explored Confession Sump in Dukes
Cave for some '1 Bm to a restriction at a depth of
six metres. He also re-opened a small hole in

Whale Cave and explored '1 4m of nasty passage

without fins, using only a small hand-held scuba
cylinder.

ln August 1986 Chris Brown, Paul Arbon and
Dennis Thamm organised the first sled-push party

to visit Cocklebiddy Cave's Toad Hall since
1983 (and the fourth ever); it was also the

,,mallest expedition to that point, and most of
lhe known side tunnels were explored

ln October 1986, the author formed a new
research-oriented cave diving body, the South

Australian Underwater Speleological Society
(SAUSS) lnc. with a group of scientific and div-

ing associates, and the Society commenced
the detailed mappinq and study of a number

of sites including more woTk n Fossil Cave,

Gouldens Hole, Thc Pitrt's, Blue Lake,

Allendale Sinkhole arrrl It'tr Irrllrty Sinkhole

Also in October the atrllrot lr,rrlir p.lted in an

exploration and asst'r',itlt'rrl ',lLrr1y of all

known ma.1or drains,rrlil lri',rrl',1rt rlrls along

the Mount Gambier t o,t',l,tl ,ttr',t willr I ands

Department's envirottttlt'ttl,l'rlltrlr, Mark

Wdtson; these vi:tlt l' v" r" (l llr'rl ttt'r'l ' l's
required urgent prol{'( lv| ttlr',t',t ttr", lo lrr'

taken. The followinq tttottllr llt" 'tLtllrrrt 'ttltl
ChfiS BfOWn Undeflrt6[ ,11 r,il)r)r,tlory ,tl](l

mapping dive in Alleyn's Cave to'assist with later

access planning and tli'r1oli,tlrrlt',, olltlt rltvt't"

involved in that pro jet t ittr lttr llrl I t.ttttt ' I lt' ttttttr

and Richard Megaw

The next event of sttlttilt,,rrl t' r)r I llrr'rl rrl

Pannikin Plain Cave in St'1 rlltttl,,'t l'rll /' wlrlrr
Ron Allum and Chris Browtt ttt,rr l. y.I 'ttrr'lltlt
major discovery of 600 rrlt'l1t" oI v tr lttr I r' r' " rr l.
Peter Rogers and Androw Wrrllrl ,rl '' ' tlr"' "tr' 'r"tl
the Oval Room and st'vlt,r lttttrrlt''r I trt' lt'"'
beyond, to nearthe enrl 111 \,{r'r1,rt lr'rttrlr"t llrtr'"
months later in Dect'tttlrlt, tlrtt 'rtrri l"'lll
extended the cave for itttollrlt .)r,()rtt'ttr(| lrrrllrrI'l
collapse with a major lr',trl l"'y' )rrrl [/r'(l'r
Chamber. The authorw,t',,t1',,, lrtl',y,t,t,r tr rlrrrltlrl

this period; in Septenrtri'r lrl ur,,tl.rl rrurllr N/lt'r

Thurgate to re-assess the coastal springs which he

had visited the previous year with Mark Watson,

and other features including Woolwash Cave

were also assessed.

Then in December renowned biologist Dr Thomas

lliffe from the Bermuda Biological Station for
Research visited Mount Gambier, and with the

.r!\istan(. of the author and his associates Tom

vilited a nurltl)er of important biological sites and

colleeled .r varicty of rare troglobitic life-forms

wlrlr.h hr. scienti[ically described back home later.

lrr Novettttrer 1988, the "Pannikin Plain Cave

l)ivintl lxpcdition" was organized by Andrew and

liz Wight. This was the first professionally-spon-
sored, hi-tech scooter-assisted cave diving expedi-

tinn in Australia, and the team comprised lead

divers Phil Prust, Ron Allum, Chris Brown, Paul

5l Pl I MIll Il 2Ol I l'A(rl l(,
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The rediscovery ol "144"
and the subsequent first
explorations of the water-
and-airfilled passages

underneath a young pine

forest (courtesy Peter

Stace, Mark Nielsen and
Andrew Cox, 1980s).

photo showing the relatively high water level ln The Shaft during the 1984 proiect - the surveyors including

Chris Brown (l-ett), lndrew Cox ind the author (with the funny hat) were all able to very comfortably utilize

the ledqe (which'is these days several metres above the watel) to prepare for their dives with the other team

membeis (c4rtesy Paul Arbon, 1984),



;AfEEn, Peter Roqer:, Rob Palmer
(Ul()anti Weq anri Terrl Skiles (US) A
dremctie relnstorm almos'l caused a

m€lor dlsaster where much of the
tEcrR were trapped underground
through the movement of giant
boulders in the entrance, but fortu-
nately they all got out alive and the
requltant documentary "Nullarbor
Dreaming" became a true life drama
that aired well on national television
(and also prompted Andrew to work
with film-maker James Cameron to
make the dramatic survival movie,
"Sanctum". This was also the first
occasion when water and
speleothem sampling of flooded
Nullarbor caves commenced on a

large scale, a project which was later
to continue under the leadership of
Dr Julia James (Sydney University).

llrt, s.rrre month, a combined team of CDAA and
',AllSS drvers including Andrew Cox, Greg Bulling,
Iory Carlisle (vrdeocameraman) and the author
pcrlormed a research dive in lddlebrddy Cave and

lrr May l989 (some 4 years after their
lrr,,t attempt), Chris Brown and Phil Prust

rlvisited Tank Cave and finally broke
llrrough into some of rts major exten-
',rons, commencing the dives that would
rr,sult in the discovery of more than 7

l.ilometres of virgin passage in the next
low years. Even today, some 25 years

l,iter, this ongoing project cont nues to
yield new passage to those who are will
rrrg to push harder than most

lrr September 1989, with r;rottttrlwater
prollution in the Mount C,ttrlr ot ,ttt',t
lrecoming topical because til , t 

1 
rt o1 ro',, tl

lo build a potentially-pollulirrr;( ( A (( ol)
per chrome arsenate) pl.tttl ttt',rt Mottttl
(iambier, the author establi',lrlrl ,t lttr llrl
(-DAA subcommittee calli'tl llrr' "W,rllt
(Juality Assessment D retlot,tli"' wlrt, lt
involved the input of lan Lewi',, M, ttlttr r' l', rtty , rttr I

others. Although one htglt-rrilt,tlr",tll w,t', Irr,tl
cd, fortunately no other sigrrilti,rrrlly rllltttttlttl,tl
discoveries were made.

Shortly afterwards, in Janu,tty l')')o, llr' ( l)/\/\
Mapping and Research Grottp r()lrrrTr.ltr.rl ll'
ninth research pro1ect, nantcly llr t'rpl.r,tlt,rr,
rnapping and scientific asses5rr)('t)l ol ,t rr.vv l,',t

ture called Nettle-Bed Cave, around the same

time that the Little Blue Lake mapping project also
finally got off the ground after some five years in

the planning. Nettle-Bed was discovered by (then)

Adelaide-based diver Grant Pearce with the assis-

tance of Chris Murphy after he had removed
some rocks at the other end of Mud Hole's col-
lapse doline. The site exhibited possible human
wall sr:ratchings underwater along with probable
Illegditlurlr-rl Inelrkings, and the presence of
abalurre: dnd limpel "tucker" shells in the cave

,rlso inrJic.rted that considerable community and

Atloriqinal consultation and research planning
w.rs noeded l:efore recreational cave divers were
able lo safely gain access.

The following month the author accompanied
noted American cave diving researcher Jeff

recommended that the site be opened to small
parties of divers on an occasional basis. The fol-
lowing month the author coordinated a CDAA
research project involving the assessment of the
major sinkholes on Barnoolut, when about a

dozen keen divers recorded the physical aspects
of Bullock Hole, Ten-Eighty and
The Black Hole prior to the re-
establishment of regular diving
activities after a two-year closure
of the property.

Also around this period, at
Wellington Cave (Limekilns or
McCavity Cave) in New South
Wales, following reported efforts
by earlier cavers during low-
water under drought conditions,
divers Simon McCartney, Keir
Vaughan-Taylor and others
explored the main waterfilled
chamber of this impressive fea-
ture for the first time (pers.
comm. Ernie Holland, Jenolan
Caves, 'l 990s).

Also in late 1988, the CDAA's
management structure changed
when Lance Mitchell replaced
the President's role as National
Director, .John Vanderleest
replaced the National Secretary
as Business Director, and lan
Lewis took the seat as Standards
Director.
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The author and Greg Bulling after a bone.recovery
dive in Ten-Eighty Sinkhole, during which some
important fossil material was retrieved including a
Diprotodon tibia (courtesy Peter Ginnane, 1986).



i,,, rr ,, lr, lt,,rr, |i,,,)ril tl
i, , I r,1lrl,' ,ti I I r, rlr,. ,11q11 ;1,

I Iil,I lr||) lr)|ly (,ilt,,lr,,l|(]
r ,r.,1 lirrl tr,1 lrtorlLtr (,(i,ll ('X((,1

l, rl 'r rlr,ll,11rl ol W,rrlrl,t Cave,
,'rr, rl r l rr ; llro,,r' wlto ( ould never

'1, , 1l lrr, l() ',{,(' tt5 Underwater
1,,,rlltr,, lor llrr, lrrst time.

ir r /\1rr rl tlrr, following year, Tony
, rrrr l i rrlr; ( oordtnated the f irst
r r, rl( )r videotaping and
r,,,r',rrr lrlsurveying dive to
t ,r I li,lriddy Cave's Toad Hall,
|,,ilr(l irnproved underwater
t,rrrl./virleo sleds (this was the 5th team ever to
vr', I lo,rd Hall) Later in 1990, the author worked
wrllr Andrew Cox (Manager of the CDAA's
lir',,r,,rrch Group) to undertake a series of
cxplor.rtory dives in the sinkholes on Barnoolut
l',l,rle to determine which features might have

$t
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f hi Imil

.J0

"{ 50

been worth including in the CDAAs general access
list (unfortunately nothing was found to be surt-
able for recreational divers although some inter-
esting scientific aspects and sites were identified).

ln the middle of 1991 , the author assisted Mark
Nielsen with the SAUSS mapping project he was

running in Ten-Eighty
Sinkhole, and in
November Peter Ackroyd
explored the Prayer Pool
in Dukes Cave for several
metres after abseiling
directly into the water
whilst wearing dive gear.
This was found to be
about 6m deep and some
18 metres penetration
distance (sounds strange-
Iy familiarl).

ln 1992 a team of some
of Australia's most experi-
enced deep cave divers
including Ron Allum,
Chris Brown, Andrew
Wight and Phil Prust
dived to 87 metres
around 200 metres in
from the entrance in the
Big Tunnel of The Shaft
with world famous U.S.
cave diving pioneer, lrby
Sheck Exley, and years
later other deep teams
(again including Chris and
Phil) would explore the
very deepest regions of
this awesome cave to
around 125 metres on the

ln 1995 two new sites, Hanns
Cave and Bakers Cave, were
opcned up to the general Mount
(,,rrrlrier cave diving community,
,rrrrl llri' same year Chris Brown
lrro[i, llre world record in
( or l.lllr rlrly Cave yet again by
rr,,rr lrrrrl lll(, ,rpparent "real end"
o1 llrc r,rvr, . IrLr[ who can know
Ior',rrrr,/

Discoveries of the
Early 21st Century

There iravc lrccn rr,rny truly spec-

t.rrUlat UrdCtW.rt(,t , , rV{, rltr, OVefieS

over the years, and with thousands
of caves now known to exist on the
Nullarbor alone, there is a great
deal of fascinating speleology to be

undertaken in this vast country of
our5.

As promrnent Western Australran
cave diver Paul Hosie mentioned
in a report dated March 2004,
",rf1cr the last of the 'great' cave
rlivirrrl r.xpr,rlilions to push
t orI llrirlrly (,1v(, ()(rrrrred in
1 ," 1, t',,tr,1. ,,,,,r',,.,1 lrr qLltet
rllwr r ,r lrllr, Wr, ,,lootl lr.rck and
lool lrl r)n lt ,lw(, ,r1 lltc achteve-

;*ItL

opposite side of wlr,rl
was long believed to lrr,

the deep end. lt rs tr,r(li(
that Sheck was to pen',lr

during his deepest rlivl
ever just two years ,rll('r
his Shaft visit without lr,rv

ing known of theser i,ll('r
discoveries.

The fascinating Black l loll
began to reveal its lr r r( ,

nature in 1 994 durinq tlrr'
first stages of a det.r li,r I

exploration and surv(.yif ( 
l

project run by the aLrllror

in the sinkhole; the rlrrrJv

was sadly stopped wlr|r r

the divers were beginnn(t
to work at dr,pllr',
approaching 50 merlrt'',
The property also charrrlr,rl
hands around that time.

.5lS{ }lElY -
FAC-lNr, l.Jr-lRrr-r

{lr* Sadrlir
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The author carrying a Fossil Cave "bone basket" through lddlebiddy Cave;

the basket was an ideal container for the sediment corers (one of which can

be seen through the baskett mesh in the photo) along with several large
and very fragile glass bottles which were used to collect water samples for
pesticide checks (courtesy Greg Bulling).



.ir{rrl, !,1 llr,, /\rrrr,lr,tl',,ll
1,,r,,,, 1,. \/\/,rlrr,t',1)lr)(1,,,,t,,
\\r,.1,r'. llt,, r,".lltr',tV(, lloor]cCl
L . r\i,' ',V ,1|il 1 , ( )l Mt,xir ct

,1111 , rrrrllt r,tvr' (itvll(J still Con-
llrLrlrl rrr I!r,w',ottllt Wales and
',r rrrllr l,r',llrrr Australia, many
',r rl r ,r,r 1rtll l visits to the
l'lrrl,rrlror rcvealed little in the
w,ry ol cxploration or new pas-
,,rryr,,,. Had it all been done?
W,r', tirere nothing left to do
lrrr l, rllow line?? Recent discov-
lrics and a new generation of
(,rve diving explorers are show-
irg that exploration of
Australias awesome Nullarbor
Plain has only just begun.. . ".

Then!...

lo 1997, Paul, with fellow cave
divers Andy Nelson, Craig
Challen and Karl Hall, dived all
of the known wet caves of the Nullarbor and later
realised that there were many other diveable
caves in the region. Their first breakthrough

occurred in Nurina Cave on the Roe Plains, where
some 150 metres of virgin underwater passage

was originally explored. To explore this cave, the

divers were required to adopt "...side-
mount techniques and all the team mem-
bers learnt underwater surveying skills in
order to map the new passages they lrad
found". The cave was subsequently
explored to more than 1.3 kilometres, witlr
many underwater leads still to be explor0rJ
(pers. comm. Paul Hosie, Aug. 2007)

Later in September 2000, while thc rlrvo',
were surveying the main lirtt: llrrorrrllr
Warbla Cave during an experlitrotr r ootrii
nated by the Sydney Speleolorlir,rl \ot t'ly
(SUSS), a small low flattencr l),r!s,r(J(' w,r',
noted high on a wall aboLtl 100 tlt'lrcs
into the cave; further investigations eventually led
to "Lost Lake", revealing to the group that in fact
"...there was still a lot of work to be done on the
Nullarbor, and all involved now had 'the
Exploration Bug'!I".

ln the last few years or so, there have been a lot of
truly spectacular cave diving discoveries and
achievements which still need to be properly docu-
mented: these include such things as the "bottom
of Pics" by Dr Richard "Harry" Harris and John
" JDZ" Dalla-Zuanna (l 10 metres); astounding

multi-kilometre discoveries by Paul Hosie et al of
such places as Olwolgin and Burnabbie Caves on
the Roe Plain; the discovery by visiting Czech divers

David Funda and Petra Fundova of a significant
new area in The Pines and Stinging Nettle Cave;

much additional research in the flooded Blue Lake

and Mount Hypipamee volcanic craters; the survey-

ing of Kija Blue in the Kimberley by Harry and Ken

Smith et al; numerous new discoveries in the Roe

Plain and around Camooweel; and other incredible
work in New Zealand's Pearse Resurgence.... stay

tuned!! (To add later as info is collected).
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The author uslng a small hand-held cylinder to check out Stinging Nettle Cave in 1985 (top left) and the same
rertriction durlng one of Petra Fundova's dives in 2003 - what a difference a 2m water-level drop can make!
(courtesy Dennis Tham and David and Petra Funda.2003).
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"lrr llrt, l,ttt few years, there have been a lot
ttl ltrtly \prctacular cave diving discoveries
arnl ,rlrievements which still need to be
lttttltorly documented. These include such
tltingls as the "bottom of Pics" by Dr Richard
"Harry" Harris and lohn "JDZ" Dalla-Zuanna
(1 1 0 metres); astounding multi-kilometre dis-
coveries by Paul Hosie et al of such places as
Olwolgin and Burnabbie Caves on the Roe
Plain; the discovery by visiting Czech divers
David Funda and Petra Fundova of a signifi-
cant new area in The Pines and Stinging
Nettle Cave; much additional research in the
flooded Blue Lake and Mount Hypipamee
volcanic craters; the surveying of Kija Blue in
the Kimberley by Harry and Ken Smith et al;
numerous new discoveries in the Roe Plain
and around Camooweal; and other incredible
work in New Zealand's Pearse Resurgence.
ln addition, many members are exploring
much further afield, in far-away, exotic
places, and more detailed information about
such explorations will be recorded as it
comes to hand in the future. Stay tuned!....

Today the Cave Divers Association of
Australia is recognised as being the leading
cave diving organisation in the country. I
also know of no other non-profit, voluntary
organisation anywhere which is responsible

for so many roles: we train and certify our
members while categorizing the places that
members may visit; we lease and own our
own caves (including one of the most sig-
nificant in the world); our members are
involved with numerous groundbreaking
cave conservation and speleological studies
including mapping, palaeontology,
archaeology and groundwater pollution
r3sues,' we introduce new techniques and
technologies; and we negotiate and work
closely with a large number of Government
departments, private landowners and
Aboriginal organisations/representatives.
The Association really does have much to be
proud of, and in its fourth decade the CDAA's
future is looking brighter and more interest-
ing than ever before."
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Thanks for Reading,
Peter Horne.
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The Huge open plan living room and kitchen
is warmed by a wood burning stove with all
the cooking appliances you could ever need.

. Several solas, LCD television, DVD, Stereo

. Bunks for 10, 1 double upstairs . Private double downstairs

. Doonas and pillows supplied .2 spacious bathrooms

. Drying areas - indoor and out

. Plenty oi parking . Gas BBQ

. Compressors welcomed

. Tre(le tables for teaching/gear setup

. [arge outdoor table and bench seats

$30 per head per night.
deb@bbkk.com.au, 0419 882 800
www.debwiliams.com.au
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Exploration DVDs $fS

Sfeve Bogaerts: Wookey Exposed
A Cave Diver Story Beneath The Wall

Also still available

40th Anniversa ry Shirts
Limited Edition - $35.00

Stylish anniversary polo shirts now available in men's and ladies cut.
Gold embroidery '40th anniversary' on sleeve and'1973-2013' below breast logo.

I1o view or order any of these new CDAA Products, please visit the Online Store
or send an email to

p ro d u€t$ @ sa vedi ye,rs.cs"rnac

China:

I
I

t

I



Remember:Accessisaprivilege,notaright.Pleasebe(onsideraleoll,utt|owncrrwislrt'r. (N CAVERN S=SINKHOIE C=CAVE P=PENETRATION
NN MI Deep (ave Adv.

Cavern (ave
Deep (ave Adv.(avern Cave

NAME SITE LEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAILS

Nil DEWNR - PO. Box 1046 6roLrlr,,rl l),)r rr,,r., l,lr,,rr,Vrrr.rr 1,, l)i,til 1r)r I rvirorrlrcnt, Water & Natural Resour(es (DEWNR)

Mt Gambier 5290 5rrr,r L'r rlrlrr;,', r,r rl,'Ll

MT. GAMBIER - SA

Ewens Ponds

APPS, Heike (CDAA 2776)

Phone: 0407 230 1 08

E: appsclan@tpg com au

I t ATONBY lim (CDAA 3327)

Worrowing He ghts, NSW

Ph 0402 129 253

t tim featonby@hotmall com

DALE, Steve (CDAA 3926)

Mobile:0468 417 211 Yes

Email, Steve@extremewatersp0rt.r0m.au

DALLA-ZUANNA, lohn (CDAA 236)

Penetration instructor Yes

Phone 03 9480 1316

E, ldz@paintandcustom com,au

EDWARDS, Chris (CDAA 2247) Yes

Email: cedwards@aanet.com.aLl

HIGGINS, Andrew (CDAA 3329)

Mobile:0413 569 164 Yes

E ah3329@gmar com

McDONALD, Warrck (CDAA 1882)

BH: (03) 9579 2600 Yes

E: info@oceandrvers.com.au

[/0NAC0, Rubens (CDAA 1731)

Phone 03 5984 1199 Yes

E: info@idacuba com au

Pi(caninnie Ponds

Yes

Horse & CaIt
Tea Tree
Little Blue
Allendale
Ela Elap
One Tree

Dave's Cave

Hells Hole
Pines
Mud Hole
Nettle 8ed
Stinging Nettle Cave

lddlebiddy

Yes

(08) 873s 1r77
DEWNR

DEWNR

5 DEWNR

Coonrd ic C(nfrlruntly

Govt Coun( il

NSW Park5 & Wrldlilc

CN

CN

C

CN

CN

Gouldens

2 Sisters
fossil

Yes

YesYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Genr.r.rll)ivir(t l)r!,,r,lL)',,ill.rll)lWNl{,ilr(lrr)llyr)lrl,rlcnndsitetobedived.
l'1,r1rrr,rl,,,',,11,,,t,l,y 1,1,,,rrlr l,,r,rrry
l)v,r,,rril',llr,r!,,llr,,r,,lll)/\/\ilvr[,t,'ri,],)r!'rrrIrrllorll)o5rl(tandaarrycurrent
llr,rr,r,rl llrAArr,,rrrl,,,rlrlrr,rll llrrivi rrrri!l lr,rvlrrlrrlrl ,rr IxlemnitywithDEWNR
lr,l,,r,,r,,,,.,. t,,rntt,.il.rrrrlorr,1rrr,r,,r;ryrrrrrrllrlrlrlrvlrll)yllFWNRpriortodrving.
Ir,rrrrt ll,.l ,lr!r,1 'r ,lL'rL,l lV rlWNlii,l llri'rl,rlIllr('\rlr'\.rr{'rreododandtoforward
rryr,,rl r,1,,r,rt,.,lr,rr'.,rl,,lLrl,,ril,rrlllr,rii,rrrlrr,ry{,r(lnirrrl)r'r/membe6hipnumber.
l\.rfrll,,i,''1,1t,1,,,r,,,, l,r{ ll,,rw,rr'r)l(|l,,rl,'vi!t|l,rlrorr $./{,klivcorannualPermit$60.
N()ll M,.fl*r..il ,,tI l, www(.rvr1liv(.rr.(onr.,ru,rrrrlrIrwrrlr,rrll;n:populatcdindemnity
l,rrr,r.rrr,ltlr'.'.,,r'.t,,.,Lrl,rlli'rll,rl)lWNl{,rl[,r!1,)wq'ksl)r()rlo1l]cintendeddivedate.
Nt)ll ttt\, t .lt Irltl 1t.ut \\ tlr'r I'rt,tntunk'l\)ttrls tthnttitrL,:,tt lt.tst 2 weeks prior
t,' tlt, ti ttt, ,t'1, 'l 'lt\ ' tl tlt

llyt)l,r,,rrr.rr lL'v,,.lt,r,irl'()ll,,x,)l(,tJ,MlC,rrrl)cr5290.Ph:(08)87184003.
t1!t,l,r',,,,,,r.rr lw,,.l.t,,,,rl'r)li,)x/ll,fj,MlGdrrbor5290.Ph:(08)87384003.
lIr fLr r I I f rlLil,tl IiLrrlr,rrryl,lr(l
r rl,r.r | 1,.! ir, , I IlV li, l!,,r lir!ilrrl rlorrr),rl orr Ccrrtrc
\/,.. r L , .,. I ll ,r,.,1 vrrr,t ll rrl orr r lrlrrc no dtvel
\/,.,r 1,., r,.lrl'r,.,1uil,t llr!r0rrr,.,lrrrnc nodlvel

ForestrySouthAultr.rlr.r il,, ,/', I i,r, r ,r,,'1,'r,. r'rv,r'fMry,tNtrvrrnhcr n.lu5ive (checkandupdateonCDAAwebsite).

Fax:(08)87242U/0 r\ , I I 1,, ,,r,, l, ,r1rlr"vL,,tr" 1('('xl)rri('n(c

Phonet(08)8724)S/(, rl i,.r r, i ! ,,r ,irl, 1.,!, r.rl|r (iv|r!rir\lfotcilterPenetrationsectionsGtopsigns)

Peter Cunningham
Peter Cunninqham
Distri.l counai of GrJr l

District Coun(i of 6Lrrl
Mr Peter Norman
IVh Peter Normar

or book on linr: v,r tlr, l ,,' I l, I I l ,,r ,,,r l,
CDAA websito
to arrange pcrrrill
emallr
con5eNationandremili(nt(lfi rf rlrv1.,,,, rr.ni

Landowfrr l(',r',r'il
to CDAA

Gerrlr.rl y,,1 , rL,,r
w|r'LIrrrl,r ril rrtl
Trcvor n!lrl)V

FT,ili:',J-l$;il[)AA2640 
ves

IJ I l,n@oiveessertia'scon

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 3483)

lVob: 0419 176 633

E: teni.allen@bakeridi.edu au

BARCLAY Gary (CDAA 1 735)

AH:03 5565 8793

E: garinda@bigpond.com

BOW[/AN, Jane (CDAA 1880)

BH: 03 9579 2600

E: janelbowman@hotmail.com

CHAN/BERS, Geoff (CDAA 3484)

Phone: 0438 059 886

Email: geoffiel @gmail com

CIARIDGE, tinda (CDAA 2214)

Mobiler 0408 052 070

Er garinda@tpgi com au

AH (01) 5565 8793

riL. r , ,l I u,r trr wi!,[1,r1lLrr(]0rlikngl diveony(checkanupdateonCDAA5te)
,rt,,,,, ,, ,,, ',r," Li',1r.r lry rfrl,.tr[ilr(t](lvcpcrday(checkupdatesonCDAAwebsite).
L,t , , , ,l,l ,',.,, Iitr. lrlv,,,rr ly(rlrr,rk,nrp(l,rl.onCDAAwebsite)

Yes

NULLARBOR - WA
Cocklebiddy OP DEC

l\4urra El Elevyn P/C DEC

Iommy Grahams C DEC

olwolgin Cave P DPI

Weebubbie S/C DPI

WELLINGTON CAVES - N5W
limekiln (McKavity) cave P/C We I nqlrr) (,)v,'

lMllrlllnNl r',!,r [,rl ],1i,.,. l,'r,,lry(,n ()l llIrrorrl rrIbooking. Colle.tpermitsfrom
rlL |,r..rryI)ll,,,.l{ll,,,1rIrv,.w,rVlo(,rl('rlloll,.lLlbilceHwy,MtG.
. ll,, i,/ | l,{r l,rl rl I F ll,ril l).ry!
.t,,,,,.,1.,,r't,rr'11t,,rLri,rrlil,,1,r)r.,(lLrrirxjliri,dnrxjorscason.
. f ,.1. l, . l l, I l i,,l,. N, lll, lli!1, IIlk lrrrlly,rrrrl \litr;irxl Ncltlc Cave.an be
,,lrIr'.,11, rrrl.r,yll'.1,,'|\/r,l,r(lr{)rlrr.,r!)l,rl(nr()lForc5trySApermits.

i, r r,, l',\,\ ,,, L rL lr,,r l.r 1.. M.r, IrLrrrr rlr t,llr 01 40 rrr(,lr(,\ on nir
f,l I rr I I I ' 1'Lrl! rl ll',r ir ,,r l."",1rrrr llooh r)lr lrl('.ll www(nvodrvors.com
,, ,r,i],,,,., I l.,r!.,,,,,1!,.,.,, l.rLr
r1,,.,,, r , 1,r jL,l,',,,1 l\r1r,t.rl,,w,,r1 ll , r, ,f l,ii.r lrr( Ll,r,rDaVs

| ' | ' r , lr. l,'''. ., l. ti.,,t, N 1r.,. .r' ,r,ltvttrrj llrtr
r, ,r ,ll',,,r, l r rl , l .,ll url, . .r lrrrrr , il(1{,r,, ilr('ill rs lrtld but deco mixes

,rl r, L I r, 1l!. ll r rl'..il' ;,,.rrrrr,,,,rlr, llr,l(,r Io slr,rlt;lccess bulletin within cDAA
lr,,ri,l,r,,r'Irv,.! .rt,t,lVr,,t1,,,lrv, ilrllr('',lr,rllIorthofirsttimemustdocument
L,..1,r,,,,! wrtl,lvvilrl,rrl.,1,, I,,ilr,illlvrt,,,il(l
illr ,, ,!lr 'r,M r,r 1,,,r l,)r[.] |lo[il,]lionCentre.ACCe55agreementmust
r ,t , ,1 ,, r r I v rr,; -) rirv,,rl rrrll \r(,f out kcys, alL divers must sign in
,,tr..r,1,r'1,, r,t,,,rl),tlr,.,7.ri,rlrvrrrl,willr.Divingshoudbeavoidedafterheavyralndueto
l,,,rr.,r, r r L rt r r r,ilr,. l) v r(t h(trfs are now restri(ted to 8am to Spm CST.

,,,,!,, r,l I l,.ilrr ly lr,rrr W,l) llr(10 Ar:ccss avallable for experienced Penetrat on

,,,,..,'r!/\,,',,,,rtr,,rrrlrilrrr\(bcsignedprlortodlving.Allow4wksforindemnityprocess.
/\,,... M,,r j,!t, I I ),rv,l I r, rl(,r I rrrr l: tankcave@cavedive6.COm.au

/\, ,. , M,rr,rt, r lvl rlllr,w \krrrrlcr. Ema l: bakers@cavediver5.com.au
i Ll,r,t,,tLrl)rr.rtrIr1rrrIr1. Onemembermu5thaveprevlousdlveexperlenceatsite.

/\l,t)v rlvrlrrrllorlr|rrili*iontodlveatleast4weeksinadvanceoftriptoiDistrlctl\,4anager,
lr,.t).!rt ,r'rt r)l I nv rnrr(,r)t dnd Conservation (DEC)., PO Box 234, Esperance, WA.6450.
l'1r,,|,, (orl)')0lli /100 tdx (08)9071 3657.

ll!.1),,tr,urilrIfl1)llt{rUlona DevelopmentandLands,Perth,SouthEastRegion.
l'r ) lr,rr I l4 J, W('11 l'crth 6872. Contact Shannon Alford, E: Shannon.alford@rdl.wa.gov.au
l'lr,,rrr 1olJ) {)',',2 4()61 Fax: (08) 6552 4415

l, )r I r l'r,rr,1r,rl o| .nd Cavc LeveL are being accepted {or this cave dependlng on its water level

,rrlri,rr)r,Tlrc(nveha5arettrctlonattheentrancewhichisunderwatermakingita
l\.rr(,tr,r( i)rr l)ivr. Durlng drought, the water level drops to form a small lake below
r I r(, r r",l r r( I ion nl owing experienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave.

All,r l(11 l)y high COr level5 during Summer/Autumn.
A( r r,r, \ ( o ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan -

I rr,ril: rllry,rn(,)gmail.com. Phone (02) 9743 4157.

Llr['!lr { ll,d nacess currently exists P ease refer to website.

Plo,)!0 rclcr to website. There are no spe(if c access arrangements.

YesYes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Engelbrechts

' East
. West

fhree Siste15

Tank Cave
0aker's Cave

Water (Anticline) cave

flum Jungle Lake

Butrinju(k Dam

P CDAA

C Jrn(,1 & llilr,, ',,rll,I

PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784)

Mob: 0407 445 1 12

E: gpaynter@geo,net.au

Yes

Yes

'.1 l,t I Mtl Il =!il I r t,n (,t 4ll

Yes Yes Yes
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VICTORIA Continued
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Photo Competition Categories:

I rl!l lt ll1" dayticlht zone - A rlr,rrrr.e to show off Mt Gambier's (or travels elsewhere) spectacular

sinkholes, or perhaps a cave entrance leading away from the surface.

,r rr\r rr t tn, tlark zone - out 
llj:?i[."]:ifi:hine, 

this catesorv is for imases taken underwater

l. ( (,1rp.r(t The daylight zone - For the smaller cameras, cavern, sinkhole and cave entrance shots
in the daylight zone.

4= Cornpact - The dark zone - Taking the compact camera beyond the reach of daylight and into the cave

5. Historical - Cave diving related images taken before 3111212002, which may be above or below water.

6. Humorous - Showing the lighter side of cave diving, images may be taken above or below water.

7. Video - A 3 minute short film with at least 50% underwater cave footage, on a topic of your choice.

Prizes:
.r \MS 50 Sidemount system from Hollis Australia (http://www.oceanicaus.com.au/).

l.trrilt for sidemount only, this kit can be used in any environment from open water to overhead.

Ilre minimalist desiqn is ideal for travelling sidemounters.

.r Goods and services voucher from DKG Drysuits (http://www.drysuit.com.au/). DKG Drysuits offers

sales, servicing and parts for rFvo rebreathers as well as drysuit repairs such as replace.

.r Tovatec Super Nova video light system from Ocean Divers (http://www.oceandivers.com.aul)'

1C00 lumens for use as a video or camera light or a powerful torch and rated to 122m with 3 position

switch for full power, 30% power or emergency strobe light.

.r Undersuit {rom Otter Drysuits (http://www.drysuit.com.au/). The winner's choice of the Otter

one piece or two piece undersuit systems will be sure to keep them warm through winter.

i Triggerfish strobe sensors from Triggerfish (https://www.facebook.com/Triggerfish.Slave.Unit)
Tri!{erfish sensors detect the cam-eia's flash and trigger off camera strobes, adding depth and

interest to photos from dark places.

.l Subscriptions to Sport Drving magazrne (http://www.divetheblue.net/). Sportdiving features stories

and articles from i'ndustry eiperticovering the hottest new dive destinations, technical diving,

critter and species specials, digital photography, wreck diving, natural history, news and issues,

equipment, and much more.

., Accommodation and airfills at Just a Bed Lodge (http://www.justabedlodge.com.au/).
Igst a Bed Lodge offers comfortable overnight accommodation in a rural setting near Mt Gambier.

l)ive services from Blue Lake diving are right next door.

I A liqht from Archon Lights (http://archondivinglights.com.aul) Archon is the top brand of

I ltlbased portable tiq"hts which have brilliantly illuminated expeditions in every corner of the planet.

I l os 12W LED primary light system from Halcyon Australia (www.halcyon'australia.com.au).
llrt'rr6w Eos has a tocuieO lilht output exceeding the 10-watt HlD, and a machined aluminium head

llr,rl .,lriokls a nearly indestructible LED light array with an expected lifecycle of 20,000 hours.

' trUt XM45O Jumpsuit undergarment from Aqua lndustries (www.halcyon-australia.com.au).
ll1,r lreirt'1or extended duration, decompression diving & cave diving. lts innovative design.

' ,,r rrlr,rl,roX lck Pure Twin System with 40lb donut wing from ScubaPro Australia (www,scubapro.com)
W tlr llrr,, \y5lorn you are p'erfectly equipped for every cave dive. Double bladder wing for complete

rr,rllrrr l,rr1y, .,l,riplcss steel backplate and an extremely durable harness provides highest safety in

r,vr,ty,,tltt,tltoll.

I rr ll rt Mor rI r ,y L/W I I | ) lrrimary torch f rom AquiferTec (http://www.aquifertec.com.au/)
truitlr /,,o rrrr,,r,, Ior rr,,,,i,rl into a 6 degree beam and a 5 hour burntime, the winner can choose

l,r,trrr.r.rr tlr,,,,l,rrrrl,rrrl ,rrrtl,,rrk,rrrount versions of this versatile and hardy primary torch.

ENTRIES CLOSE SEPTEMBER 3oth
tlFtFMEEn /rll I l,A(rl 50 , ,",lPtsr' i1.lr.,'r
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