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.DITORIAL

‘ROWAN STEVENS

Welcome to the 40th anniversary special edition of Guidelines.

In this issue we are focussing on the history of the CDAA, a feat made possible with special thanks to Peter Horne and
Stan Bugg who have prepared articles on “40 Years of the CDAA — A Unique Success Story” and “The Early Years of the
CDAA: A Personal Perspective”. These articles are compelling reading and while the more seasoned members will be
familiar with the early years, both articles serve as a baton to the current and future generation of cave divers about our
identity, trials and tribulations. We have also reprinted CDAA Newsletter No. 1 (circa 1976) enabling us to look through
a keyhole into the past to see what was important to the CDAA when membership numbers approached 300.

Do you know how many female members have been in the CDAA? Which states have the largest and smallest number
of members? Who are the top 3 instructors who have trained the most students? How many members have been in the
CDAA? How many certifications have been issued? What is the average age of all members and of current members? The
answers to these questions and more have been written up in “A History of CDAA Membership” in which | provide
an analysis of membership trends over 40 years.

On the administrative front, AGM 2013 and the 40th celebrations are upon us — program details are included in this issue as
well as published on the web site, accessible under “Our 40th” (http:/Avww.cavedivers.com.awagm?2013) from the home
page.  Bookings are now open from the Online Shop for the 40th Gala Dinner, make sure you reserve your seat before 4th
November, 2013. The three incumbent Directors (National, Publications and Site) have stood unopposed, but voting s stil
required for nomination of Kevin Burrowes as a Life member. Kevin has been our public officer for many years and had
contributed countless hours of hard work and dedication to the betterment of the Association.

Don't forget to submit your vote.

Lastly, there is no National Committee Update in this edition. Each member would have received an email from the
National Director advising that the CDAA Business Plan 2013-2016 and Risk Management Framework Proposal are now
available for download from the member’s document library on llw web site.

Happy anniversary! | hope to see you all at the 40th celebrations and AGM 2013 in Mt. Gambier over the weekend of the
9th and 10th November, 2013.

From the digital archives, your 40th anniversary National Committee. Long live the CDAA!

John Rowan Linda Helen Grant
Vanderleest Stevens Claridge Higgins Pearce

National Publications  Standards Business Site

Rowan Stevens #3177 | Publications and Records Director
M: 0417 550 509 | E: publications@cavedivers.com.au

SEPTEMBER 2013 - PAGE 5



AGM 2013 INFORMATION

This years AGM 2013 information will be posted to
the website (www.cavedivers.com.au) no, later than

ihirsday 10th October.  To access, login using your
C DAA number and password and select (from the left
hand menu) “Members Document Library”: When
the page i displayed, select AGM 2013 from the drop
downlist. The minutes from last year's AGM, the
agenda for this year's AGM and the Directors’ annual

feports will all be found here.  Once the financial

statements for the year 2012-2013 are finalised, they

will-also be posted here.

Details for the 40th anniversary celebrations and

photo competition can be found on the websil

Please register your attendance for the Symposium or1

the forums to assist with catering. To book and pa
for the '‘CDAA 40th Celebration & AGM Dinner’, visil
the online store before Monday 4th November 2013
Regards, Helen Higgins, Business Director.

Search

2013 Sump Rescue Course

Applications are now open to participate in the 2013
Sump Rescue and Recovery Orientation  Program
(SROP). This two-day course will be run on the Sunday
and Monday immediately following the AGM at Mt
Gambier this year (Nov 10-11th).

[he course is aimed at giving participants some knowl-
odge and skills that would make them useful “First
Responders” at a diving accident where a diver is miss-
1, Injured or deceased. Think of it as the first aid
caurse equivalent of cave rescue! By knowing more
about how to respond at an incident, you will become
a tnore careful caver and help avoid such situations in
the st place,

[farticipants must be current members of the CDAA
and be at Advanced Cave level. Places will be given on
a fist come first served basis, and preference will be
iven o those who applied but missed out last year.
Please  emall - sar@cavedivers.com.au BEFORE
Septetnber 1stif you wish to apply. The fee is $50.00.

Cacklebiddy Rescue Cache

At accident i Toad Hall could be a serious incident

cuiting a large and prolonged rescue operation. To
fnpieve the comfort and chances of survival of an

injured diver, a rescue cache will be placed in Toad Hall
before the end of the year. The cache will contain envi
ronmental protection, food and water, lighting and
first aid. A first aid manual and a basic survival guide
will offer the injured party some tips for managing a
bad situation.

Part of the cache will be a “through-ground” cave
radio that can (as the name suggests) transmit from
the chamber to the surface. The Toad Hall half of the
radio will live in Toad Hall. The surface component will
hopefully live at the Cocklebiddy Roadhouse. All divers
visiting Toad hall will be encouraged to collect and use
the radio to communicate with their divers visiting
Toad Hall. This will be invaluable for letting the surface
crew know when divers have safely arrived at Toad and
when they are leaving (and hence their ETA at the sur
face lake). In the event of an accident, help could be
summoned from Toad hall without the need to send
back a diver, thus shaving hours or even days off the
response time of a rescue party. Medical advice could
be communicated rapidly to the underground party.

Funding for the cache and the radio has been gener
ated through the SROP course fees.

Articles for Guidelines DEC. 2013 - Deadline is Nov. 15th

= Send articles by email to guidelines@cavedivers.com.au

= Jeel Hles

= Pty
i file

Al saved as Maximum Quality JIPEG's,

shicsiilel he saved as Word files or Simple Text

avesdl fram digital cameras or scanned from photos must be at least 200-300 dpi at 15cm wide,
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Blue Lake Diving
& Just a Bed Lodge

e Air Fl"S « Nitrox Fills * Minor Repalrs
e Overnight Scuba Cylinder Testing*

(*Prior arrangement required)

Guaranteed o’night Air [ Nitrox fills...
drop off before 8pm, filled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries:
Darren Walters - 0408 845 511

Email: darren@justabedlodge com.au

g N P

ACCOMMODATION
$32pp per night
Linen Included!

» Linen consists of fitted bottom sheet,

top sheet, doona, pillow & pillow case,
quilt and a towel..

6 individual bedrooms,
All with two single beds & linen.

e Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing
for a secure area for personal effects.

* Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigerator,
two microwaves, crockery & cutlery, toaster
and kettle), kitchen table, lounge area,
TV & DVDlvideo.

* 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom
with instant hot water shower & vanity.

* Barbeque, seatmg area and provisions for
drylng of dlvmg equ;pment if requrred

www.iustabedlodge.com.au

280 Cafpirco Rd, Mt. Gambier 5290
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier West, S.A. 5291
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i NEWSLETTER N0, .

This is the first of our Newsletters, in which we will let you, the member,
know what is happening in the Cave Diving world. News from the local
snvena, advice about forthcoming testing sessions, meetings, membership
raports,etc will be presented, along with a regular technical bulletin,
intended to cover such topics ag new cave diving techniques, buoyancy
veatn, depth guages, and so forth.

Any articles or suggestions will be welcome and should be given to
your State secretary.

MEETINGS

"~ The dates for the next CDAA meetings have been confirmed as SATURDAY
10th JULY, 1976 at ALLENDALE EAST HALL starting at 7-30pm; and the
ANNUAL CENERAL MEETING, SATURDAY 25th SEPTEMBER, 1975, again at ALLENDALE
BASBT starting at 7- BOPm.

Membership is now close to 308, with the majority of these holding
some form of CDAA certification. If you haven't been tested, why not
ring or write to your state secretary to let him know you wish to be
tested. We can only organize a test session if we have enough interested
candidates!

JBAINING

The Committee has decided that the CDAA will not officially run
tralning programmes, owing to certain difficulties and cost of organising.
However, there are training sessions being organised by individuals, if
you wish to be part of this, in Victoria contact Graham Bradshaw on
211 7673 after hours or Dave Mc Ivor on 846 1730 after hours. In South
Australia contact the President at his home address. These courses are to
Cat 1 & 2 theory and practical levels and will end in a testing session to
the mtandard, The qualifying dives will still be required and a copy of the
blving Medical may be asked for.

Thera have been rumours concerning snorkelling in the Mt. Gambia holes.
You aro reminded that CDAA only sets the standard for SCUBA divers.
fAnorkelling doesn't regquire a permit except for Picanninnie Ponds. A Pics
Hnorkel Pormit can be obtained from the Ranger at 35 Canavan Road Mt.
Gambier subject to holding a suitable certificate. Snorkelling in other
halas should not be attempted without landowner permission.

CAD UPDATES

For most of you, the date of expiry on your Category Card will read
10th June, 1976. As that day draws closer so your card becomes invalid.
Hend your card, with three dollars subscription also due on that date to:

THE SECRETARY.

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTALIA
P.0. Box 2161 T

G.P.0. MELBOURNE. 3001.

The upyraded card will be returned to you with the minimum delay.

SE F!EMEFH 1 PAGE H
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We expect this will be about a week. Those of you who have not got a
Certification Card are reminded that your subscription also falls due at
the end of June, and can be gent to the same address.

Cards can be surrendered at July meeting and wil) be postod back to you.

If you belong to a Club and want a committseman to come to a Club
meeting and answer questions, contact your state secretary and arrange it.
Any other gueries reqarélng CDAA should also be referred to the Secretary.
TEE-SHIRTS

Now available in Red, Green and Blue, sizes 14 - 16 ~ 18 with Club
emblem on them. Cost $4~50 each postpaid. Send money and orders to your
Btate Secretary.

YOUR COMMITTEE NEMBERS FOR 1975/1976 ARE:

VOLKER ZARBO (PRESIDENT)

12 Suerinea Cres., SALISBURY PARK. S.A. 5109,
GRAHAM BRADSHAW (SECRETARY)

c/- 1288 Centre Ro., SOUTH CLAYTON. VIC, 3169,
JEFF WILLIAMS  (TREASURER & VICE PRESIDENT)
52 Tramwavy Ppe., BEAUMARIS. VIC, 3193,

NEIL TINDAL (PUBLIC OFFICER)
15 TurnBuLL Rp., ENFIELD. S.A. 5085,
DAVE MCIVOR

54 MiLne St., TEMPLESTOME. VIC. 3106.

ROBERT MC CORMACK

5/18 Prospect HiLL Rp., CAMBERWELL. VIC. 3124,
PHIL PRUST

19 Broapmeapow Dve., FLAGSTAFF HILL, S.A. 5159,
DAVE WARNES

133 Espianape, HENLEY BEACH. S.A. 5022,
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‘A History of CDAA Membership

By Rowan Stevens, Publications and Records Director

When the CDAA was launched with formation of the first
National Committee on Saturday 29th September, 1973,
very few would have guessed what would follow over
the next forty years. This article provides a selection of
analytical insights into membership key facts and figures
over the Association’s history. These insights have been
made possible from the 2013 digital archive project that
scanned, catalogued and archived all member training
records and photos into our membership database.

The digital archive project was not without its challenges as
records management was paper-hased with records over-
flowing in filing cabinets, folders, plastic bags and boxes.
Some attempts over the years have been made by previous
Record Officers to arrange records into membership folders,
but these too had become separated and interwoven into
other folders making it impossible to find anything quickly.

So, over a 5 month period in 2013 the storage locker was
cleaned up and each training record and accompanying
member photo was scanned into a digital archive. Added
to each record in the archive was meta-data about the
record — certification type, certification date, certifying
instructor, any assistant instructors. Note: As our training
standards has been updated over the 40 year period, this
article assumes that:

¢ Category 1 and 2 is equivalent to Deep Cavern
* Category 3 is equivalent to Cave
¢ Category 3 Advanced and Category 4

is equivalent to Advanced Cave

Members can view their scanned records by logging into
the web site (www.cavedivers.com.au) and selecting ‘My
Forms' located under the ‘My Membership’ menu.

Analysis of the digital archive has yielded the follow-
ing key results:

Historical membership analysis:

* 4,399 divers in total have been certified
- see Table 1.

* 7 members have been awarded lifetime status
and 4 members have been inducted into the
Hall of Fame.

http://ww.cavedivers.com.au/cdaa-hall-of-fame

¢ 46% of Advanced Cave, 28% of Cave and
only 8% of Deep Cavern certified divers are
current financial members — see Table 2.

¢ 15% of all members have been Female - Table 5.
* 50% of all members come from Victoria,

followed by South Australia providing 25% of
all members, whereas Northern Territory has
provided only with 0.4% - see Table 6.

o There have been a total of 5,491 certifications
issued, of these 712 records did not have an
instructor clearly indicated. Of the remaining
records the top 3 primary certifying instructors
by total certifications are Linda Claridge,
lan Lewis & John Dalla-Zuanna - see Table 8.

¢ There have been 121 visitor permits issued with
Europe being home to the majority of visitors,
followed by the Americans and then Asia.

¢ Two significant data entry errors has allowed
167 CDAA numbers to never be allocated
from 3573-3672 and 3831-3899.

¢ The average date of birth of all current and
past members is 1961.

Current membership analysis:

¢ Only 16% of total members (697) are
current financial members — see Table 1.

¢ The distribution of financial member types are:
94% have diving status,
5% have non-diving status and
1% are life members - see Table 3.

¢ 72% of current financial members are trained
to use Nitrox as a breathing mixture on open
circuit; 15% of are trained to use a Rebreather —
see Table 4.

¢ 52% of current members come from Victoria,
followed by 22% from South Australia - Table 6.

e Linda Claridge has trained the most divers
in 2013-2014.

¢ The average year of birth of all current members
is 1967, of cave certified members is 1961 and
of advanced cave certified members is 1966.

* As of 23rd August 2013 - the next sequential
CDAA number to be allocated is 4840.

May the CDAA enjoy another 40 years.

Rowan Stevens
#3177
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Inactive

Non-Financial
Financial
e

. 4399
Table 1: Total Members

Female
Deep Cavern gV
Male
Female
| 10TAL - 4399 | cn
Table 2: Total Certifications

Diving

Non-Diving
Bl

Table 3: Total Current Members by Financial Type

Table 6. Total Member Summary by Certification, Gender and Location

Male
Female

Nitrox (OC)
Trimix (OC)
Rebreather (Air)
RB (Nitrox)

RB (Trimix)
SROP

Barrie Heard
| GaryBarclay

John McCormick
_Anthony Richardson

Warrick McDonald

Richard Megaw

Maxwell Marriott

Ronald Allum

Glen Harrison

Remainder (63 Instructors)

Table 7. Top 12 Instructors by Certification Totals
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The Early Years of the CDAA:
A Personal Perspectlve

By Stan Bugg. CDAA #96.

In the sixties and seventies, cave diving in South Australia and Victoria mvanably
meant Mount Gambier. Diving was yet to take off in the Nullarbor. A small number
of Sydney divers were exploring Jenolan. | began to dive the mount in 1971,

We saw Mt Gambier as an alternative to the weather dependent ocean diving.
We had no formal cave diver training, and little real appreciation of its inherent risks.
We merely bought our basic ocean diving skills and equipment to a freshwater
environment. In 1971 Kilshys was already closed, following a double fatality in 1969.

When we dived in caves, our gear was identical to what
we wore to dive Portsea or Flinders Pier, except we
added a torch! When | say a torch, | do not mean the
50 walt canister types preferred today. Imagine a torch
that s so pathetically dim that today you would not
oven consider it as a backup.

Dressed in a basic wetsuit, mask fins and snorkel ( yes.
Snorkel!) and a single cylinder worn in a backpack and
harness, we pretended that we were diving safely.
Such was the arrogance of youth, and most of us got
away with it albeit with a few scares along the way.
A description of how we geared up in 1971 is better
understood by listing what we did not have:

- No BCDs. They started to appear about 1974,

- No octopus regulators.

- No lines and reels.

- No backup torches.

- No redundant air sources.

- No contents gauges. These did not come into

common use until about 1975.

Access to Pics, Ewens Ponds, Gouldens and Little Blue
was as simple as turning up and diving. Sites on
private property involved various degrees of discussion
with the landowners. One Tree access was negotiated
much as it is today, by speaking to Peter Norman and
asking for the key. Barnoolut was more complex, and
often involved a searching inquisition from the manager
Reg Watson. He would always discourage us from
visiting Bullocks ( “an evil hole” in his opinion) We
rarely had climbing gear for Blacks and Bullocks, so a
visit to Barnoolut meant 1080. Sites in the pine forests
were technically out of bounds, but we snuck into
Pines anyway.

There were no restrictions on Pics, and a procession of
divers of all levels of ability would dive it from first light
until dusk and beyond. There was a real advantage to
being early, as the visibility would be destroyed by mid-

day. On many occasions | observed more than ten d|vers
in Pics at the same time.

We made Mt Gambier trips six to eight times per year,
to dive the easily accessible sites. Our lack of climbing
equipment put Shaft on the “must see” list, but the
opportunity never arose for me.

By 1973 | had accumulated about fifty dives in Mt
Gambier, at Pics, Pines, Ewens, Gouldens, Little Blue,
One Tree and 1080.

Meanwhile, in response to what we were hearing from
overseas, some cave divers began to use guidelines. As
no commercially made reels were available, we made
our own. Buoyancy compensators became available, as
did contents gauges, but many chose not to use them.
Our home made reels were rubbish when compared
with today. Many used electric cable reels! We tended
to use line that was too thick by today’s standards. BCs
were horse-collar types, and were specifically designed
to float a diver face up. It was a tricky skill to get a good
horizontal swimming position while wearing one. Some
divers began to tape the top section to reduce the
buoyancy above their shoulders.

Decent knives were impossible to get. Divers knives
were big, bulky and blunt; in other words totally unsuit-
ed to the needs of cave divers.

In 1972-3 it all went pear shaped.

A fatality near Pics in 1972 caused moderate concern,
and highlighted the dangers of a silt-out, and the need
for a guideline, but most of us continued to dive our
old ways with no real appreciation of the risks.

Then, late in 1972 three divers became silted out and
drowned in Alleyns Cave near Pines. The press went
ballistic, querying the sanity of anyone who would
enter “those caves.”

Before the furor had died down, in May 1973 four
Sydney divers failed to return from a deep dive in Shaft.
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The headline read, "Killer cave traps divers.” Once
again, lack of the appreciation of the risks associated
with being unable to find their way out was seen as the
critical factor. ,

With eight deaths in 15 months, the reactlon was close
to hysteria. Calls came from everywhere to close all
caves. Many landowners stopped allowing divers. The
SA government closed Pics, and Woods and Forests
refused access to any cave on plantation property.

Fortunately, after several coilectwe deep breaths from
all concerned, a degree of sanity prevailed. Instead: of

legislating to prohibit all diving, the South Australian

government gave divers the opportunity to find solu-
tions to the situation. But the implicit message was
clear; sort it out, or face bans.

A meeting convened in Mt Gambier in September
1973. An article in Guideline says it was at Allendale.
My memory was that it was in central Mt Gambier.
The meeting was attended by about sixty divers from
Victoria and South Australia. It was chaired by Neil
Tindall and Dave Warnes from South Australia, who
had already been in discussion with the South
Australian Government.

Those who attended were in furious agreement that
divers should control their own destiny in finding a
solution to the dilemma. How this was to occur was a
more elusive part of the puzzle.

The meeting voted to form the Cave Divers
Association of Australia. We elected Eddie Gertzner
from Mt Gambier as President, and Victoria's Alan Day
as Vice President. We set membership fees at $5. When
this figure became known back in the capital cities,
many declared it to be excessive!

Other elected committee members were Roger

Townley and Russell Pope of Victoria, and Dave
Warnes and Neil Tindall of SA. Laurie Kristoff
became treasurer, and Frank Mc Guire was appointed
secretary.

This committee was charged with the mind boggling
task of finding a solution to the alarming death rate,
and to come up with a way to win back the confidence
of the landowners and government so access to caves
could be restored. Progress was slow, as all correspon-
dence between the reps was via surface mail or long
distance phone.

After several months, the committee submitted the
CDAAs first constitution, and a recommendation for all
caves to be rated according to difficulty. These levels
were called category one, category two and cate-
gory three. Divers and the CDAA quickly reverted to

the terms Cat 1, Cat 2 and Cat 3.

o Cat 1. Equates to cavern. £.g. Gouldens, Horse
and Cart.Tea Tree, Little Blue**

e Cat 2 equates to sinkhole or deep cavern, Pics,
1080, blacks, One Tree, Ela Elap,

o Cat 3 equates to cave. Allendale, fossils,
Pines, Bullocks*.

* At the insistence of Barnoolut’s manager Reg Watson,

 Bullocks hole was listed as Cat 3, despite it having all

the features of a Cat 2. ( .an evil hole, remember?)
*# Little Blue was considered a Cat 1 as it had virtually
no overhead areas.

Perversely, just as the CDAA was getting its ducks in a
row, and while Pics and many other caves were closed,
a pair of divers snuck into Pics, and one drowned. While
the event could have derailed all negotiations, it
seemed to have the opposite effect, due to the circum-
stances of the fatality:

- The divers were not CDAA members.

- They were diving illegally.

- They were diving far deeper than the CDAA'

recommended maximum of 36m.

In a strange way the incident seemed to validate what
the CDAA was putting in place.

Once the committee had defined levels of difficulty for
the different sites, the next phase was to certify mem-

bers to dive these sites, To achieve this, the CDAA
intended to subject ALL prospective cave divers to a
skills and knowledge assessment, regardless of their
ability, experience, background or qualification.

Ihe reaction was extremely negative. Divers around the
country denounced CDAA, claiming that they had no

right to force such a scheme on them.

lo understand the negative reaction, a historical per-
spective is needed. In the early 70s, ANY diver qualifi-
cation was rare. Many were self taught. Others had
done some form of training with an “instructor” or a
dive school, but there was nothing in the way of a com-
monly agreed curriculum. Diver training at the time var-
ied from good to poor, with several so-called dive
schools competing for the narrow niche market
between bad and bloody awful!

The concept of an instructor qualification was equally
rare, with less than sixty qualified instructors Australia
wide in 1974. So we had a potentially difficult situation
for the CDAA,; a large group of divers, of widely varying
levels of skill and competence, often with a rather
dodgy SCUBA diver training card, all of whom wanted
the CDAA to endorse them as cave divers so they could
go back to killing themselves as quickly as possible.

SEPTEMBER 2013 - PAGE 13




o Its enduring credit, the CDAA stood its ground
against the deafening clamour to sign people off.
Certification by CDAA was to be via test only, with no-
une exempted, despite their fame, their connections, or
thelr experience.

Their first aim was to certify the most experienced peo-
ple as Cat 3 divers. For this they needed a practical skills
assessment, and a theory test. In August 1974 a repre-
sentative of CDAA asked Bob Cumberland and | if we
were going to sit the Cat 3 testing. When we confirmed
that we were, he asked us to write a theory paper!!
That's right! | sat my OWN theory paper... and passed!
This historic event took place late August 1974 at
Melbourne YMCA, where the Southbank Arts Centre
now stands. About forty divers attended. A similar test
occurred in Adelaide.

Two weekends were organized for prospective cat 3
divers to do in-water tests in Mt Gambier. The first
weekend in late 1974 allowed committee and key
diversto be tested, and to trial the tests that were to be
applied to the general membership later.

| attended the second weekend in May 1975, along
with fellow instructors David Perry, David Mclvor ( later
to be CDAA NTO and president), Bob Cumberland and
Graeme Bradshaw ( future CDAA secretary/treasurer),
We practised all Saturday in Pics, Little Blue and Ewens.
With little to go on, we focused on blackout line fol-
lowing, buddy breathing with no mask, and ditch and
recovery.

At a packed meeting at Allendale Hall Saturday
evening, we were told of the procedures for Sunday’s
testing:

A buoyancy control exercise on a vertical line with fins
removed. Diver was to ascend and descend according
to the directions of the examiner, and hold the depth
with no movement of feet or hands. Adjustment of
buoyancy was allowed but only via oral inflation.

In buddy pairs, reel out through two tie-offs. At the
examiner’s direction, the pair loses both masks and one
reqgulator. The pair was to return to the “entrance”
while buddy breathing and retrieving the line.

A blackout exercise, following a fixed line for approx-
imately 40m, and past four tie-offs.

The outcry from many of those assembled was immedi-
ate and vociferous. Heated discussion ensued for about
an hour, and every aspect of the tests was dissected and
criticized. Through it all, the committee members
answered all complaints, questions and criticisms calmly
and logically, and assured all present that this was how
it was going to be done whether they liked it or not!

Sunday AM we assembled at Pics car park

| tearned with Bob Cumberland, and we did the buoy ‘
ancy test in the first pond, watched by Phil Prust. We
 did better than we had dared hope, and we were hand-
_ ed over to Dave Warnes for the buddy breathing test,

also in the first pond. Once this was over, we proceed-
ed to the Cathedral for blackout line work. When we
had completed this test, we were put in charge of
assessments on the blackout test for the rest of the day.
David, Dave and Graeme were similarly employed after
successful completion. ‘

Several enduring impressions of the day still linger;
The extent of the friction about who tests whom; inter-
shop rivalries, interstate rivalries, personal rivalries and
50 0N, Was a surprise. ‘

| was constantly impressed by the conduct of the
CDAA representatives and the degree to which, without
ever compromising their standards, they catered to the
disparate egos with their claims of bias, lack of oppor-
tunity to perform, etc . One such person who accused
the tester of personal bias, was even offered a re-test
with the tester of his choice. He failed the re-test!

The degree to which these three tests have stood the
test of time with few alterations is testimony to the
sound thinking behind their development under a lot of
pressure, and with little precedent to base decisions on.
The original CDAA committee pretty much got it right
first time!

Most who attempted the tests passed, so by day’s end,
the CDAA had a substantial pool of cat 3 divers, and
they could implement the next phase; testing for cat 2.
Into 1975, cat 3 divers with an instructor qualification
were given responsibility for testing prospective cat 2
divers in their own state. Again an exam was required,
and | was asked to assist with writing it.

Training was not yet offered. Nor was it requested.
There were a large number of divers who felt that they
were ready to be tested and signed off. Such divers
could present for an assessment, and be looked at by the
examiners. The venue popularly used in Melbourne was
Oakleigh pool. Prospective Cat 2 divers attempted exact-
ly the same tests as those for cat 3.

Meanwhile Cat 3 testing continued, initially in Pics,
then eventually in Gouldens. A scheme evolved where-
by candidates were tested by examiners from another
state to remove implications of bias.

As CDAA membership grew, many stood back and
watched to see what would happen. Would this new
upstart mob crash and burn? Would it become worth-
while to join? Or more importantly, would it become
necessary?
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As much as many disagreed with how CDAA was tack-
ling the situation, the CDAA had several trump cards:
The SA government supported it.

Access to Pics was only available to CDAA members. It
was yet to have a booking system. Mast landowners
would only allow access upon production of a CDAA
card. Non members could still sneak into Ewens, Little
Blue, & some caves in the Pine forest but options
were limited.

By the end of the seventies:
- Testing programs were being conducted regularly
in Adelaide and Melbourne.
- Examiners were appointed, overseen by a
National Training Officer.
- Legal agreements between Woods and Forests
and Parks and Wildlife were in place.
_ - A policy on Nullarbor diving was developed.

By 1979, membership had risen to 450.

Key developments in the eighties:

- Publication in 1980 of lan Lewis and Peter Stace’s
book. Cave Diving in Australia, the first book
dedicated to Australian cave diving. This ground
breaking book became the training text for CDAA
for the next ten years.

- Exploration in the Nullarbor took off in a big way,
with Cocklebiddy being pushed to beyond Toad Hall
Other key areas of discovery in the eighties were
Pannikin Plain and Tank Cave.

- Fees were raised to $10 in 1983,

- Introduction of a regular newsletter; Guidelines.
Originally 8-12 A5 pages, posted to members
quarterly.

- Introduction of training courses, and appointment
of instructors.

- Introduction of a policy whereby an instructor could
not examine his/her own students. An independent
examiner had to assess them!

- Addition of Cat 3 Advanced in 1986 in response
to increased activity in the Nullarbor, and the
discovery of more challenging systems in the
Mt Gambier region, such as Englebrechts West,
|ddlebiddy, and Tank.

- Requirement for a redundant air supply for Cat 3
Advanced dives. PS. A pony cylinder was acceptable.

- 1986: Octopus regulators to be mandatory for
all CDAA diving.

A total restructure in 1989; Introduction of an admin-
istrative model very close to what CDAA has today, and

doing away with the state based committee structure.
Abandonment of the Cat 1, 2 & 3 system to become
Cavern, Sinkhole, Cave and Penetration. This
change required a series of crossover seminars to
certify current members for the new levels.

Emergence of commercially available cave diving equip-
ment. Prior to the late eighties, cave divers used modi-
fied ocean diving gear, or they made their own equip-
ment. ltems of equipment that 21st century divers take
for granted began to appear; canister lights, wings,
manifolds, reels and spools, and dry suits.

Respecting our pioneers.

A celebration of our fortieth anniversary is, by its very
nature, a look backwards. Every generation leapfrogs
the accomplishments of its predecessors, and twenty
first century divers are chalking up prodigious distances
in both Mt Gambier and the Nullarbor. But | urge you
not to lose sight of the significance of the achievements
of divers in the seventies and eighties, even if they seem
tame by today’s standards.

As you roar along Cocklebiddy to Toad Hall with your
fleet of X Scooters or Gavins, and multiple stages, give
a moment’s thought to Hugh Morrison, Peter Rogers,
Ron Allum and Simon Jones, who SWAM the whole
way while pushing a sled loaded with 16 spare cylin-
ders!  Or Chris Brown, Paul Arbon, Phil Prust, Dennis
Thamm, David Doolette and Tim Payne ( and several
others. .. sorry for any omissions) who made the same
swim in the mid eighties.

The next time you shoot along the superbly lined tun-
nels of Tank Cave, remember that in 1983, Peter Horne
and Mark Neilson found it by wriggling down a 45 cm
high tunnel filled with cow s*#t, squeezed through a
restriction with a single cylinder each, and confirmed
that the system continued. They saw enough to tell
Chris Brown, Paul Arbon and Phil Prust that it was
worth a look. After several false starts due to ingress of
the forementioned cow s*#t after heavy rain, in 1989,
the trio broke through into the tunnels beyond the 90
metre room, and the rest is history.

Remember also that, over the next year or so, about
five cubic metres of soil and rock were removed from
the access tunnel, and the entrance lake was widened
to make entry and exit safer and easier.

Stan Bugg B
CDAA #96
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PETER HORNE CDAA #719

40 Years of the Cave Divers
Association of Australia —

‘A Unique Success Story’

A 40th anniversary is a milestone at any time, but | believe that it is an
even more important occasion when it involves an organisation which
was formed by people from diverse backgrounds and with different
ideologies to protect their common interests and goals.

where South Australian and Victorian cave

divers formed a voluntary organisation
which could effectively (if unpopularly) regulate
and control scuba diving activities in Mount
Gambier's notorious "sinkholes" after a series of
diving tragedies between 1969 and 1973 trig-
gered calls for governmental intervention.

This was certainly the case with the CDAA,

But how to present a fair and balanced summary
of the huge number of important events that
occurred over such a long period of time? Entire
books could be written on such issues as commit-
tee actions and deliberations alone, or the bitter
infighting which has plagued the Association
throughout its existence. But | hope that you will
find this article to be one that presents a more
positive perspective about what the CDAA and its
4,000+ members have been able to achieve in the
past 40 years.

The beginnings of the Association were difficult
times; even its name was controversial. Should it
have been the Cave Divers Association of Mount
Gambier, or of South Australia, or of Australia
(pers. comm. Stan Bugg, Aug 2013)? How should
sites be “categorized”, how should divers be
"assessed” to dive the sites, and who had the
right to act as the "experts" responsible for the
testing? Such issues as well as the wording of a
finally-agreed Constitution all had to be sorted
out before the Association held its first formal
meetings in Mount Gambier and the community
hall in the adjacent township of Allendale East in
late 1973.

The inaugural CDAA committee comprised Eddie
Gertners (President), Alan Day (Vice-President),
Frank McGuire (Secretary), Laurie Kristoff
(Treasurer) and committee members David Warnes,
Neil Tindal, Roger Townley and Russel Pope, and
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while this team undoubtedly had a lot on their
plate during the CDAA's first and very public year
of existence the rather abrasive manner in which
the fledgling CDAA went about telling people how
they could dive, and how they would need to be
tested, went down like a lead balloon in many
quarters. This was especially the case with clubs
and the locals who had discovered and opened up
most of the sites in the first place, and evidence of
such discontent can still be found today in the form
of crude graffiti on the walls of some caves!

But at the end of the day, the CDAA was so suc-
cessful that the fatality rate fell from about 2 per
year (1969-1974) to less than 2 per decade
(1974-2013), with the

result that landowners,

the Government and the
general public no longer
hysterically called to “ban
cave diving”. The idea to
rate sites depending on
their features and potential
levels of hazard, and then
assessing divers to match
those ratings, proved to
work very well, and teaching
such key cave diving survival
skills as the thirds rule,
always running a continuous
line to the surface and deal- FEASTING OF
ing with emergencies in zero- e

¥
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Early records about Australia’s
first cave dives are sadly very ¢
scarce and poorly documented,
but along with the fact that in many cases
(depending on people’s fading memories) it is
hotly debated regarding who did what, when and
with whom, it is generally agreed that the first
cave dives in Australia probably took place in
1952, not in Mount Gambier but at the Imperial
Sumps of Jenolan Caves in New South Wales.
Here, Ben Nurse and Denis Burke undertook a
series of well-publicized dives using air-pumps
and hoses. lronically these dives coincided with
the first known cave dive in the United States the
same year, when a Floridian diver explored a cave
called Jugg Hole.
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Six years later in early 1958, Victorian divers Bill
Kunert, Bob Kunert and Jim Palmer performed a
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pioneering dive at Buchan between Royal and
Federal caves, and in May that year John Driscoll
and Peter Matthews also continued exploration in
Sub-Aqua Cave using oxygen rebreathers (very
different to today's units) and primitive, bulky rub-
ber drysuits. Then in June 1959, John and Peter
turned their attention to Dalley's Sink hole, around
the same time that a small number of divers first
began to visit Mount Gambier's better-known,

more readily-accessible sinkholes.

Thanks to the excellent records of the Cave
Exploration Group of South Australia (CEGSA) Inc,
it is also known that many pioneering Mount
Gambier sinkhole dives were
undertaken at the end of the
1950s such as at Kilsbys Hole,
Little Blue Lake and Ten-Eighty
' Sinkhole by Adelaide divers
. including Peter Girdler and
Barry Fowler. A number of
local Mount Gambier divers
(in particular Lawrence Arthur
“Snow”  Raggatt, Philip
“Mick” Potter and Bob
Pulford) also became almost
legendary figures as they dis-
covered and explored one
| site after another during
those early days.

The region has long been
known internationally for
its cave diving sites, as
this National Geographic
magazine from January
1984 indicates.

Compared with the vast range and quality of gear
available today, the equipment that these early
cave divers needed to obtain, build or modify was
quite extraordinary; for example Doug and Sandy
Haig bought some ex-Navy Porpoise scuba cylin-
ders around 1959, and like many other divers they
shipped large containers of compressed air to
Mount Gambier from Adelaide so they could
decant them without needing a compressor.

Snow Raggatt's second set of gear comprised
twin 28 cubic-foot steel tanks with a Sea Hornet
regulator; the cylinders were old ex-Army
“buffer” cylinders which were originally used to
cushion the recoil from big guns! No harness was
available for the tanks; the cylinders were simply
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Snow Raggatt performing what he believed was probably his »
first dive, at Port MacDonnell around 1959 (photo courtesy
Snow, Jean and Steve Raggatt, 2005; digitally cleaned up by

As diving in the sinkholes became
more popular once Piccaninnie Ponds
became more widely known, Snow
established a dive shop in Mount
Gambier which he ran with Jean, and
sometimes up to 200 people visited
them over a long weekend. To cater
for the vast lack of knowledge or
understanding of the risks of sinkhole
diving, Snow and Mick Potter and the
club ran the first training courses in
Ewens Ponds, and there is no doubt
that it was largely through their safety-
consciousness and innovativeness that
risks were minimized as much as pos-
sible in that era.

Fellow local pioneering diver Mick

the author, 2006).

wired together and supported by a strap worn
around the waist, so that the bottles floated up
behind him. And of course there were no such
things as buoyancy vests or octopus regulators
then, either.

Snowy’s first sinkhole dive took place on 18th
November 1962, and within the next year or so he
dived in many of the area’s sinkholes with mem-
bers of his family (including Paul and Judy, who
even at the age of around 12, dived to 36 metres
with Snow) as well as Mick Potter. They were also
involved in the building of the first jetty at
Piccaninnie Ponds with the Mount Gambier
Spearfishing and Skindiving Club a couple of
years later.

Potter got his twin Porpoise cylinders
in 1961 and used the decanting tech-
nique to refill them. His regulator was a single-
hosed Porpoise Sportsman and he had to stick his
tongue into the mouthpiece to stop it from free-
flowing. And like many other divers, Mick also at
first used a very uncomfortable dry suit called a
Dunlop Aquafort which caused painful blood-blis-
tering at depth because it had no inflation system
to compensate for the crushing effects of the sur-
rounding water pressure.

Mick was also one of the very few early divers
with the foresight to keep a log of his dives and
to also make sketches of some of the places he
visited, and back in the mid-1980s he kindly pro-
vided the author with a copy. This shows that his
first deep dive took place on 13 December 1961

gWater tank
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with Dave Burchell in Little Blue
Lake; he was grossly overweighted
= and crash-dived to about 10 metres
before he luckily managed to halt
his descent. After making buoyancy
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corrections Mick descended again,
this time to 36 metres.

In April 1962, an Adelaide-based
CEGSA group explored several
caves in the region and formally
classified the sinkholes then called
Devil's Punchbow! and The Sisters;
they also had some unnamed divers

The first known underwater map of a sinkhole, incidentally also of
the Little Blue Lake by Mick Potter, based on his first dive; nearly 40
years later and after many dozens of more careful mapping dives,

the ‘formal’ CDAA survey by the author and many others looks
disturbingly similar (was it worth the effort and expense?!)

with them who explored three sink-
holes - One Tree (a.k.a.
Wurwurkooloo), Ela Elap and
Kilsby’s. These were the first known
recorded dives in these features.

Jean and Snow Raggatt representing their shop
and club at a display, circa 1964 (courtesy Steve,
Jean and Snow Raggatt, 2004; digitally cleaned-up
by the author, 2006).

Also during the early 1960s, dive shop owner
Dave Burchell established the Adelaide Skin Diving
Centre in Compton Street.

Dave was an extraordinary character; on one
occasion he performed the State's first “Para-
Scuba” jump at Port Noarlunga, where he para-
chuted into the ocean before being handed scuba
equipment and then descending to a mini-sub-
marine which brought him to shore! Despite los-
ing his right leg in a train accident during his
youth (not from a shark attack as many suspect-
ed), Dave lived his life to the full and achieved
many remarkable goals, including his then-amaz-
ing and well-publicized dive in the rubbish-filled
Engelbrechts Cave with Mick Potter, John Lees

and Ross Curnow on 4 April 1964. He subse-
quently wrote in his logbook ... a new maze of
caves for the City Council. (The) Council flood-lit
the cave for us — big publicity. Bottom of cave is
80 feet below ground level, water depth 17 feet,
entered cave on right hand side of water, fol-
lowed tunnel, turned left (and) entered underwa-
ter cave. Followed tunnel, came to T-shaped
bend, turned to left, followed along tunnel for
about 20 feet then turned back (and) followed
line out in pitch blackness. Used drum on safety
line for first time”. From this dive Mick drew up

a representative sketch-map of the cave; years
later it was realized by other cave divers that had
his team merely gone to the ceiling and checked
out some of the gaps between the boulders at
their furthest penetration they would probably
have discovered the large air chamber there as
well. It also seems especially ironic that as a result
of those early explorations, the newspapers felt
that there was no tourism potential in what is

today one of Mount Gambier's most important
tourist drawcards!

It's perhaps worth briefly mentioning here that in
those early, carefree days, access arrangements
were a simple matter of just popping in and chat-
ting to landowners on a purely personal basis...no
qualification cards, no payments and free permits
(where permits were indeed required); and some-
times the odd cray or bottle of red was appreciat-
ed! It became evident from the start that one of
the keys to successfully securing access to private
cave diving sites was the goodwill of landowners
and managers and their personal relationships
and friendships with cave divers.

Water level comparisons in Little Blue Lake - around 1961/62 (courtesy Graham Went, 1982) and in early
2007 (by the author).
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InVictoria during Christmas
1960, John Driscoll discovered a
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significant amount of new cave
using a hookah in Scrubby

Creek Cave, while several
Western Australian
Speleological Group (WASG)

divers undertook the first pre-
liminary assessment of the
underwater regions of
Weebubbie and Cocklebiddy
caves on the Nullarbor Plains
around 1961-1963. In what was
perhaps the understatement of
the cave diving century, the silty
conditions they encountered led
them to report that Cocklebiddy
Cave apparently “didn’t go"!!

s

Around the same time, divers e as the
from the Sub iXe'ER camera (wo
Speleological Society of Victoria om Norwa
(SASSV) including Ron Addison, ade at a club

Lorraine Newman, Ed Steet, e 000p
Peter Robertson, Les Grant, ported fro
John Noonan, Bill Kunert and [REEERAELD

Elery Hamilton-Smith explored a

number of the larger Mount Gambier features
including Piccaninnie Ponds which was first dived
around 1961 (pers. comm. Ron Addison 2006),
although it had long been known about and
fished for its eels by the landowner, Max
Holloway, who kept a small boat in the ponds
long before it was dived.

Mick Potter experienced his first serious incident
in Pics on 27 January 1964, when he and Adelaide
diver Brian Rodger lost contact with their thick
safety rope whilst ascending through near zero-
visibility water at a depth of 235 feet in a confined
area of the Dog Leg tunnel. As a result of this
experience Mick developed a guideline reel which
consisted of an open coil of line wrapped around

A1 4
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Pioneering Mount Gambier divers Ron Addison and Dave Warnes, early 1960s (courtesy Ron and Dave in
2006 and 2004 respectively).
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an old cable drum with a stick poked through
it; this allowed him to feed out and tie off line
as required, thus avoiding the problems of
line-traps and snagging around corners which
were frequently caused by surface-fed ropes.
Similar guideline systems were also developed
independently overseas, and this innovation
of a manageable and continuous line to the
surface proved to be one of the most impor-
tant safety techniques ever developed for
cave diving.

Another interesting early-1960s Piccaninnie
Ponds story involved a four year old girl who
was a very competent and capable swimmer
for her age. In the carpark, she was fitted
with a small hand-made facemask by her
father and then taken to a depth of around
180 feet (55 metres) in the Dog Leg!
Surfacing safely later, she excitedly took off
her mask and exclaimed “Wow! That was
the best swim EVER!” (pers. comm. Elery
Hamilton-Smith, ASF Conference, Jan. 2007).
Several years later in around 1964, local diver Jock
Huxtable performed what is thought to have been
the first (solo) dive to about 20 metres depth in
The Shaft (thought to have first opened up
around 1938 when a plough-horse punched its
foot through the solution tube cap).

While Mount Gambier was becoming known as
the “Mecca” of South Australian cave diving,
other work occasionally took place elsewhere in
the state. One such project involved the first
underwater exploration of a shallow, very muddy

cave in the Flinders Ranges during the Easter

Preparing for an early dive in Little Blue Lake, early 1960s -
note the redundant dual-tank system and the upside-down
configuration which allowed for easy access to the tank
valves (courtesy Ron Addison, 2006).

break of 1967, when a combined CEGSA/South
Australian Museum group of researchers and sur-
veyors comprising Peter Robertson, Doug Seton
and Alan Waldron explored it (pers. comm. Grant
Gartrell and Peter Robertson, 2005). The divers
were linked to a rope fed out from the surface,
and they used karabiners to slip along the line.
lhey checked a lead along a metre-high passage
for several minutes before the rope became hard
to pull through; Peter explained that when he
looked back, he found they had lost almost all vis-
ibility due to mud being stirred up, so they decided
to abort the dive. However when they signalled for
the rope to be held tight by the surface party so p

S— -

Mick Potter with his twin-hose regulator and the “safety rope” which nearly caused his demise in the early
1960s (courtesy Mick Potter, 1980s).
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The landing at Ewens Ponds as it appeared in 1976 (left), and as the same area looked in the early 1960s
(photos by the author and Mick Potter).

they could pull themselves out, the signal was not
understood and each pull only resulted in more

rope being fed out! The
rope also went across to
the side of the passage to
an area where it was too
narrow to pass through. It
was only through the cool-
headed efforts of the lead
diver (who very gently
eased the rope out of the
inaccessible flattener and
pulled in all the slack, thus
allowing the other divers
to have a tight rope to fol-
low back to the surface)
that this dive did not end

tragically.
Although such cave explo-
rations were rare occur-

rences during those early days, there were still
those even then who wanted to utilize their

Aerial view of the First and Second ponds at
Ewens Ponds, mid-1960s (courtesy Valerie Taylor,

mid-1980s).

Snow wearing twin scuba cylinders in Ewens
Ponds, early 1960's (courtesy Mick Potter and
Snow, Jean & Steve Raggatt, 2004).

underwater skills to benefit mankind in a more
general way. Not a lot is known about scientific

cave diving of that era but
Graham McKenzie and
Brian Brawley were cer-
tainly among the first
South  Australian cave
divers to put their skills to
use in this manner.
Graham was in fact the
first person to recognise
the potential value of the
fossil  beds in Mount
Gambier’s Fossil Cave; he
passed a small quantity of
collected bones to local
speleologist Fred W. Aslin
who subsequently coordi-
nated further dives involv-
ing Graham and Brian dur-

ing the next five or six years with Dr Brian Daily of
the S.A. Museum. Their January 1968 collection

il ‘

o One of the more popular sinkhole dives of the

region, One Tree Sinkhole, with its One Tree! The
first known dives here took place in April 1962

(courtesy Alex Wyschnja, 2005).
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Piccaninnie Ponds from the air, mid-1960s (courtesy Valerie Taylor, 1980s).

included six important sets of skulls and jaws of
the extinct marsupial Sthenurus sp. Brian also
undertook additional bone-collecting dives
between 1968 and 1974, and as a result most of

[t wasn't until the mid-1970s
that anything approaching a true
“buoyancy-compensator
device” with a scuba-fed inflator
system first came onto the

Australian market), and many
divers also tended to rely on
their old faithful ‘J-valve reserve’
mechanisms too much (a lever
system attached to the tank

valve which saved the last couple
of hundred p.s.i. ), the same way
they did when they were catch-
ing crays in the open ocean.

In January 1970, the focus on Australia’s cave div-
ing areas swung away to the hot, waterless
Nullarbor Plain to the State’s west, when then-dry
caver lan Lewis first snorkelled in Weebubbie Cave »

the more obvious and impor-
tant material was collected and
preserved.

Between 1965 and 1968 the
large number of extremely inex-
perienced and untrained people
visiting the deep and silt-prone
features of the Mount Gambier
area without knowledge about
such dangers as nitrogen narco-
sis, decompression sickness,
buoyancy changes caused by
compression, hypothermia, or

even the simplest of safety lines
made many of the more experi
enced people feel that it was
only a matter of time until
someone’s luck ran out.

The chances of an accident
occurring were also increasing

as people tended to discard the
use of twin, small cylinders in
favour of larger-volume, single
tanks; contents gauges were
few and far between (and basi-

cally mainly of the "needle-
gauge” variety); and buoyancy
vests, when used at all, were
basically modified inflatable life
jackets of the “horse-collar vari-
ety” (divers often removed their
weightbelts at depth as their
wetsuits compressed and they
became less buoyant.

Comparative views of divers’ access to Piccaninnie Ponds: Mark Nielsen
(with the Puddles Kambrook Reel) in 1980 (above), and Ron Addison’s

mob around 1960 (below) - photos by the author and Ron Addison.
We have never had it so good!
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Entrance to The Shaft (during the 1984 CDAA mapping projeé{), and Valerie and

caused by the fact
that no decent map
existed of the cave).
Because of the public
outcry  surrounding
these accidents and
calls  from certain
quarters for the total
banning of all cave
diving activities, the
Government formed a
‘"Committee
Appointed To
Investigate Safety
Precautions for Scuba
Divers In Fresh Water

Ron Taylor climbing in sometime around 1965 (courtesy Valerie Taylor, 1980s). Sink Holes and

with an underwater torch, discovering a massive
sump which sparked his desire to take up diving
(so that he could return and explore it properly)
and commencing a decade of record-breaking
discoveries under the Nullarbor.

Two years later in 1972, lan led the first
“Nullarbor Cave Diving Expedition” which includ-
ed such folk as Dave and Tamsin Warnes, Ron
Doughton (from Sydney, with his wife and a com-
pressor) and Mike Turner. During this trip Phil
Prust and Bob Turnbull explored Weebubbie Cave
underwater for the first time and Phil also discov-
ered the first 150 metres or so of the enormous
underwater passage in Cocklebiddy Cave.

It was also around this period that Mount
Gambier cave diving activities attracted unwanted
attention because of the 11 deaths in Kilsbys
Hole, Piccaninnie Ponds, Alleyn’s Cave and The
Shaft. While a few dive clubs of the 1960s intro-
duced safety line procedures for cave diving for
their members, the lack of any

Underwater Caves” in
May 1973 which (fortunately for the cave diving
community) was very well-represented by divers
Dave Burchell, Peter Christopher (President of the
Underwater Explorers Club of S.A.) and Bob
Pulford (diving representative for the Mount
Gambier Spearfishing and Skindiving Club). Other
divers and cavers including lan Lewis provided
advice to the Committee, which also comprised
the Chairman and Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Mr L.D. Draper, the Chief Ranger of
Department of Environment and Conservation,
and the Secretary of the Department of Marine
and Harbors.

Public opinion was considered by this Committee
and the fact that some members of the cave div-
ing community (notably members of FAUI, the
Federation of Australian Underwater Instructors)
were prepared to try self-regulation was
favourably considered; in fact on page 16 of the
Committee’s report they noted that “...While at
Mt. Gambier in the course of

standardised system meant that
divers took their lives in their own
hands, and so it wasn't a real sur-
prise when two young lads
drowned in Kilsbys in April 1969.

The public and political response
to this accident was consider-
able and drawn-out; under-
standable, perhaps, in view of
the fact that it wasn't until some
11 months had passed before
the last victim's body was
removed from The Shaft (partly

its enquiry informal discus-
sions were held with people
both resident at and visiting
Mt. Gambier and who had a
common interest in diving in
sink-holes and underwater
caves. The obvious concern of
these people was that action
would be taken to close off
holes and caves or in some
way destroy them... sugges-
tion (was) made that a united
body would, apart from other
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benefits, give opportunity for standardization of
education and qualifications. Interested persons
called a meeting at that time and the Cave Divers
Association of Australia was formed, with an
interim Committee. That Committee called a
meeting of the proposed Association in
September, 1973...".

They also said that “... As a Committee we are
optimistic that the activity of the Cave Divers
Association with Australia-wide interests coordi-
nated, would go far towards solving many of the
problems associated with sink-hole and underwa-
ter cave diving... we are of the opinion that while
a chance exists for achievement of greater under-
water cave diving safety by the employment of
virtually voluntary remedies, legislative control of
the sport should be deferred”.

Furthermore, the Committee recommended that
“... the cave known as either “S86” or the
“Death Cave” ... be sealed in a manner that pre-
serves its physical condition but prevents access,
e.g. an iron grille”. Such awareness of the value
of cave conservation was largely the result of rep-

stuff of nightmares (as indeed it can be!).

Because the Association’s primary objective was
to safeguard divers' access to sites, the group was
mainly concerned with rating the sites and assess-
ing the divers in one of three “categories” which
matched divers’ skills with each site’s depth,
extent of overhead environment and silting
potential. Places like Piccaninnie Ponds and One
Tree were especially popular and only a handful of
divers were interested in searching out new caves

or undertaking any form of cave research. But it
was through the efforts of these more adventur-
ous members that such significant places as
Engelbrechts, The Three Sisters, Stinging Nettle,
Nettle-Bed and especially Tank Cave were discov-
ered using the very limited equipment and tech-
niques of the day.

Even as the CDAA was getting its act into gear dur-
ing 1973 and 1974, cave diving activities blossomed
elsewhere around the country. Ron Allum and Al
Grundy performed a number of dives in such places
as Jenolan, Bungonia, Wyanbene and Cliefden in
New South Wales, and Ron (and later, lan Lewis)
investigated some sumps in Yarrangobilly. Also

resentations by many promi-
nent members of the caving Enines

community, and this recom- / \ ,...,

L""— \ 11n<lm

mendation was very com
mendable, considering the
public feelings about the

drownings.

In the Association’s early
years, most “cave” divers
were really open-water divers
seeking the thrill of diving in
crystal clear water; most
would have thought that
crawling up flooded, silted
out passageways was the

Tracing from Mick Potter’s sketch of the
Eastern Side of Engelbrechts Cave as it
appeared in his personal loghook.

around this time lan also
explored 50 metres of virgin
underwater passage in a cave
near the Glenelg River using a
hand-held scuba cylinder, as
well as  Town Cave at
Curramulka on the Yorke
Peninsula, with Phil Prust assist-
ing from the surface.

In the mid-1970s a series of
complex dives was also com-
menced under the Nullarbor
by a number of groups from
southern and western

PR é-“ A

The relationship between Mick Potter's sketch and the cave as it is currently known, with his drawing circled in red.

ENGELBRECHT CAVE
MOUNT GAMBIER. SOUTH AUSTRALIA
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Australia. In January 1974, lan p>
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Headline from the December 1974 Piccaninnie Ponds
tragedy

Lewis led the “Second Nullarbor Cave Diving
Expedition”, and he and Keith Dekkers, assisted
by about 30 other cavers from around Australia,
dived every known wet cave except Moonera
Tank during that trip. They were the first to
explore  Pannikin ~ Plain,  Murra-El-Elevyn,
Koonalda, Winbirra and Tommy Graham'’s caves
(discovering the first air chamber in Tommy’s, with
Keith almost reaching the second air chamber),

The Shaft, 1973 (courtesy Sgt. Marty Harnath, S.A. Police 1979).

and they eventually totalled some 1.3km of virgin
underwater passage all up. Then around mid-
1974, Phil Prust, Peter Chesson, Denis Whatt and
others discovered the second airchamber in
Tommy's as well as about 350m of new passage in
Weebubbie Cave.

Around May ‘74 lan dived Naracoorte’s S102 and
the Henschke Quarry caves and also around this
time checked out Coobowie Corner Cave on the
Yorke Peninsula with Terry Reardon (which the
author dived and mapped some 10 years later in
August 1985, being unaware of this earlier explo-
ration). They also dived Lake Hamilton
Homestead Cave near Sheringa on the southern
Eyre Peninsula.

Tasmania first entered the cave diving picture
sometime around 1974 as well, when Bill Kinnear
and others reportedly discovered 400 metres of
submerged passage in Kubla Khan Cave without
reaching the end.

Back in Mount Gambier, yet another drowning in
Piccaninnie Ponds in December 1974 created
renewed community concern which was fortu-
nately quickly quelled when it was realised that the
victim was not diving within the CDAAs (or
National Parks’) safety guidelines. This was the last
fatality for 10 years until April 1984, when two
young men died in Piccaninnie Ponds.

In 1975 lan Lewis published his comprehensive
“South Australian Cave
Reference Book”
(Occasional Paper
Number 5) for CEGSA,
detailing all of the caves
known in South
Australia at that time,
and during the period

1975-1979 numerous
Nullarbor  discoveries
dominated the

Australian cave diving
scene. In August that
year Hugh Morrison,
Simon Jones and Keith
Dekkers made a world-
record push to the 550-
metre mark in
Cocklebiddy Cave and
also pushed Tommy’s to
the final rockpile which
they explored until the
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top portion col-
lapsed, and in May
1976 Hugh and Dick
Beilby, as members
of a large combined
Sth Australia / West
Australian team, dis-
covered
Cocklebiddy's First
Rockpile air cham-
ber at the one-kilo-
metre * point,- and
also went about
100m on from the
far side. Phil Prust,
Dave Warnes and others also explored Murra-El-
Elevyn around this time and found the first air-
chamber in that cave (pers. comm. Phil Prust,
1980s), and also sometime in 1976, Peter
Robertson and Lou Williams penetrated Victoria’s
Dukes Cave for a short distance before they were
stopped by a restriction.

CAVE DIVING IN
- AUSTRALIA

lan Lewis
and Peter Stace

In early to mid-April 1977, a team of divers includ-
ing Phil Prust, Peter Stace, Ron Allum, Al Grundy

and Jo Grundy found another 350m in
Cocklebiddy (totalling 1.520 kilometres) and they
also further explored and surveyed Tommy
Graham’s, Weebubbie and Murra-El-Elevyn caves
using RDF equipment which was designed by Ron

Allum. Later in 1977, Huqh Morrison, Simon
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Jones and Steve Sinclair undertook a 7-hour
multi-cylinder dive to around 2.1 kilometres in
Cocklebiddy, and as Hugh explained to the author

in a letter in March 1992, it was during this dive
that he “.. first used a sledge (sic) which Simon
made from PVC tubing”.

In August 1977, Victorian diver Graham
Bradshaw published the first basic introduction to
underwater cave mapping in the CDAA's first
“Occasional Paper Number 1", and thanks to the
foresight of whoever included the clause in the
CDAA’s Constitutional Aims and Objects about
encouraging “research, including mapping, of all
underwater caves and sinkholes”, the seed had
been planted for the Association to support the
formation of the CDAA Research Group (coordi-
nated by former President Peter Stace) in March
1983. The Research Group subsequently under-
took the first underwater surveys and scientific
studies of Kilsbys Hole, The Shaft, Piccaninnie
Ponds and Engelbrechts Cave, and also indirectly
led the author to form the South Australian
Underwater Speleological Society Inc. in 1986,
with which CDAA members undertook more
comprehensive studies and surveys of most of the
other major sinkholes and caves including Ten-
Eighty, Gouldens, Iddlebiddy and The Pines as well
as Blue Lake and a comprehensive revisiting of
Fossil Cave for Flinders University.
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In early 1978, Peter Stace, Phil Prust and Ron
Allum continued from earlier Tasmanian explorers
and discovered more than 1.4 kilometres of ardu-
ous, dirty and very cold (4-60C) passage in a num-
ber of different cave systems, especially in Kubla
Khan, where a major breakthrough occurred.
Also that year, Ron and Phil returned to
Cocklebiddy and added yet another 300m or so
lo this enormous cave. In addition, Peter Stace
and lan Lewis checked out a number of “new”
sinkholes in the Mount Gambier area (including
Woolwash Cave, Rubbish Cave, Horse and Cart
Sinkhole and Tea Tree Sinkhole) for potential dive
sites for CDAA-qualified divers, and lan and Peter
also spent much of their dive-time undertaking

and drawing-up the first reasonably accurate sur-
veys of the known popular sinkholes and caves of
the region for their ground-breaking book, “Cave
Diving In Australia” which they published in 1980.

Hugh Morrison was involved in yet another
Cocklebiddy push in early 1979, this time using
much more sophisticated sleds which could hold
15 scuba cylinders; they also ran a telephone
cable out to the First Rockpile and reached a pen-
etration distance of some 3,150 metres.
Meanwhile back in Mount Gambier again, Robin
and Martin Garrad, Clive Mills, Richard Stanton,
Keith Evans, Peter Rogers and Jenny Hiscock,
working with Flinders University’s palaeontolo-
gists, set up a complex star-dropper survey grid in

Fossil Cave and subsequently
recovered hundreds of impor-

Author's sketch of the original entrance showing the ceiling just a foot
(30cm) above Tank Cave’s muddy, cow-poo-covered floor.

tant  bones of extinct
Australian animals.

During this period there were
also a number of other impor-
tant explorations and discov-
eries in the Mount Gambier
area, including the Eastern
Side of Engelbrechts Cave
which was revisited for the
first time since 1964 and
more thoroughly explored by
Phil Prust, Peter Stace and
Ron Allum (resulting in the
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The original entrance to Tank Cave (photo by Mark Nielsen, during the second trip there) and the first sketch
by the author from the first dive.
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discovery of the large airchamber there,
the first such feature ever found in a
Mount Gambier waterfilled cave), and
in May the unstable, silty and very
restrictive Western Side’s entry lake was
pushed by Ron Allum, who surfaced
soon afterwards, reporting that he
couldn’t see a thing, but also that
apparently it “went”! Phil and Peter
were also the first to discover the 100m-
long main passage on the Western Side
but they didn't look up, and it was dur-
ing a later dive by lan Lewis and Terry
Reardon that they discovered the large
air chamber, along with the other flood-
ed passages leading off from it. The
horrible north-western extension of The
Swimthrough and the underwater
regions of The Three Sisters were also
explored for the first time by members
of this group; these were the first dives
since the cave had been sealed in the
1960s as a result of extensive pollution
which had been caused by a local abat-
toir in days gone by.

At the end of the 1970s a number of
significant discoveries were also made
in the Jenolan Caves system by a team
including Ron Allum, Phil Prust, lan
Lewis, Terry Reardon, Robin Garrad,
Jenny Hiscock and Peter Rogers, with many of
these occurring in Mammoth Cave (Ice Pick and
Slug Lake), Imperial Cave and “Sump 7“, which
was reportedly “very nasty, silty and with nil
flow”, while in Tasmania, Frank Salt and Peter
Cover discovered a major air chamber and pas
sages in Union Cave and also explored My Cave.

Ponds
out of
bounds

Piccminny Ponds,
cost of Port Mac-
Donnetl, in  the
South-East, have
been declared cut of
bounds to swimmars,
campers ond divers
by the directar af
the $SA  National
Parks Commission
IMr. R. G, Lyens!,
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SAUSS Project Number 1, in Fossil Cave, carrying onvfrom where the
original Flinders Uni teams left off in 1979 (photos by the author).

Around the same time Stuart Nicholas, Nick Hume
and Rolan and Stefan Eberhard undertook a num-
ber of explorations in the Junee-Florentine Master
(Cave) System. And cave and sinkhole diving in
the Mount Gambier region was once again

becoming a very popular pastime.

With the commencement of the 1980s came a
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Mood of innovative new diving technologies
uullulum better-quality buoyancy systems and
more i )\/\/«‘Ihl‘ and reliable underwater lighting
equipment (especially in America), and cave div-
ing e x|»lnr.|l|um continued not only in South
Australia and the Nullarbor but in other States as
well, However the vast majority of Australian cave
diving activities still occurred within a 30 kilome-

tre radius of Mt Gambier.

lypical gear of this era now consisted of a 5mm or
/mm neoprene wetsuit and hood, a heavy waist-
buckled lead weightbelt, a single 72 cubic-foot
steel or 88 </ft aluminium compressed-air scuba
cylinder (the author also used a “slingshot Y-valve”
configuration on one cylinder so that two regula-
tors could be attached separately), a main regulator
and an “octopus” regulator on a tether or neck-

strap (in the author’s case again, also with a nylon
stocking fitted across the mouthpiece to keep silt
and rubbish out!) as well as a scuba-feed hose and
tank contents/depth gauges.

Divers also often carried a large (often home-
made) YUASA lead-acid battery pack and hand-
held torch (the more flashy ones being of the slid-
ing test-tube variety, but most were fixed-beam
monsters). And while "Fenzy"-style inflatable
buoyancy vests were all the rage in the mid-
1970s, cave divers soon learnt about their limita-
tions in cave environments (they were not good
for holding a diver's body in a horizontal position),
and back-pack or jacket-style buoyancy systems
then became more popular, as did other brands
and styles of 'horse-collar’ vests (with their CO2
cartridges removed and plugged, and the

The four divers, whe explorsd Esgelbrecht Cave on

] Saturday, have o “bresther” @ the muin chamber of

] the ewve, They wre Bess Corpow (lefi), Duvid Burs
1 m-n John Levw, aand Mick Potter, On the kedge abave

NOT IN THIS CAVE

ENGELBRECHT CAVE does not appear to have any potential fou
development as a fourist attraction, although its underwates
features impressed four divers who explored it on Saturday.

Phie Parder Wileh, Tusaderv, Aurgl 7. §5#iGe.s

the water with his back to the camers s Craig Hooges.
wity of the Tewn Clork Mr. B B M. Hoegets wha
inted In the exploration. {Pieture by Ray Fowler),
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neck/shoulder regions
wrapped in tape to minimize
upper-body lift when the vest
was inflated).

The first inflatable dry suits
also began to enter the cave
diving scene around this time,
and helmet-mounted lights,
while long used by cavers and
divers in Europe, were first
introduced in the Mount
Gambier region by the author
in 1983 as a simple “hands-
free” underwater research
and surveying light source
(after pinching the idea from
visiting French cave divers! ).
Such contraptions initially
evoked cries of derision from
some of our more respected
“old-time cave divers”, as
these early versions were little more than simple

low-powered reference lights; the more powerful
“standard” helmet-mounted systems which were
to later adorn cave divers’ heads only came into

being several years later.

Also during this period, a number of members
became interested in underwater cave mapping
and research work, and in 1980 some of us col
lected a range of water samples at various depths
from a variety of sinkholes and caves to enable
them to be assessed for contaminants such as

The author and Mark Nlelsen demonstratmg some of the typical sinkhole-diving
gear of the late 1970s at Ela Elap sinkhole: modified Kambrook electric cord reels
used as guideline reels, horse-collars vests (again somewhat modified) and single
cylinders with J-valve reserve mechanisms were still in common use (photos by
Terry Reardon and the author).

Some general views in the Chasm, and (bottom right) looking down The
Dog Leg (photos by the author and Andrew Cox, mid-1980s).

nitrates and pesticides. Then on 26 January 1981,
a rare centipede-looking crustacean called a syn-
carid was discovered by the author in Fossil Cave,
and this simple discovery proved that even basic

investigations into the underwater speleological
world had not yet been undertaken properly to
that time.  Consequently he and Mark Nielsen
undertook the first ever year-long, 3-monthly
study of the temperature structures of four of the
larger sinkholes (namely One Tree, Ela Elap, Ten-
Fighty and The Black Hole) to better understand

their environments. This
project resulted in some
very interesting findings,
and also confirmed that Ela
Elap, at around 110C at
the bottom, was the cold-
est known waterfilled fea-
ture in the Mount Gambier
area (although Little Blue
Lake went down to 12°C
on one occasion; the
‘notoriously-cold”  Ewens
Ponds and Piccaninnie
Ponds actually  hover
around the relatively-com-
fortable 15-16°C mark).

In February 1981, Nick
Hume and Stuart Nicholas
undertook their initial
exploration of Wolf Hole
in Tasmania, and also
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, around that time the Nullarbor’s

Pannikin Plain Cave was explored to
about 400 metres by Ron Allum, Terry
Reardon and Peter Rogers before
shortly afterwards being pushed to
about 600m (to near a rockpile) by
Phil Prust, Jenny Hiscock and Russell
[itt, lan Lewis, Dave Warnes, Terry
Reardon and Karl Lengs undertook the
first dives in Far North Queensland’s
Camooweal area for the first time in
1981, and later that year Nick Hume
and Rolan and Stefan Eberhard under-
took further major explorations in the
Junee system in Tasmania. During
early January 1982, the author also

accompanied Peter Stace in a check of  RUEENIEEGIG IRRCTIE T CICE0 TR AR (oL the bottom
VEUTVRR {CENVICI I [(eIValo R (s T-BR\V/loWIsilll of Ela Elap while a dive buddy illuminates his slate; a few years later the

Gambier area.

The  following  March,  Glen
Netherwood, Peter Ackroyd and Alex
Kariko used side-mounts and surface-fed lines to
explore a very tight, silty sump in M-4 Cave, and
in September Hugh Morrison led another com-
bined SA/WA team to Cocklebiddy Cave, resulting
in the discovery of Toad Hall, which was explored

- b

author put some very basic “Aquaflash” torches on a canoe helmet so that
he could write in the dark and read mercury thermometers etc. without
needing such additional lighting assistance (courtesy Mark Nielsen, 1981).

to the lake on its far side — an extra 500 metres, to
a world-record penetration distance of 4,100
metres. Also that year Chris Brown pushed from
the 600 metre point to 780m in Pannikin Plain
Cave with Phil Prust (using triple cylinders) and

: A e L .

The Kilsbys Hole research party (L to R) - Peter Girdler, lan Lewis (the one with the cute yellow ducky-fins!), Robin
Garrad, Martin Garrad, Jenny Hiscock and Peter Stace or Phil Prust (one or the other!) Note all of the floating support
platforms and other gear which covered the lake’s surface during those years (photo by the author, 1983).
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found an airchamber; Phil also made a
major discovery in Murra-El-Elevyn (with
Chris, Ron Allum and Peter Rogers)
resulting in a 300% increase in known
cave passage.

lan Lewis also pushed the small cave in
the Third Pond at Ewens around this
time to a depth of some 20 metres,
where a fierce outflow and very tight
flattener passage at an “interesting
cross-jointed aquifer outlet” prevented
further exploration (lan’s words as relat-
ed here don't really indicate how diffi-
cult it was to squeeze along the restric-
tion with his hand-held scuba tank flap-
ping behind him and his mask pushed
so hard against his face that he thought
his eyeballs were going to pop out!).

Back at Dalley's Sinkhole in April 1983, Glen
Netherwood and Peter Ackroyd explored a 14m
sump and discovered a large cavern, and from

il

sen, circa 1980).

Hells Hole (courtesy Mark Niel

‘Best-perspective’ view of “Kambrook-reel-kid Puddles” during early
explorations in “One Forty-Four” (courtesy Mark Nielsen).

April to July Nick Hume, Stefan Eberhard and oth-
ers explored the Junee system again, along with
Welcome Stranger.

The year 1983 was also an exceptional one for

both cave diving science generally and at
a personal level for this writer. Between
March and August, in the company of
Mark Nielsen, Andrew Cox and Peter
Stace, the author undertook a range of
explorations in various “fissure caves”
and other features in the Mount Gambier
area. During these grovels one chance
photo happened to highlight an unusual
wall feature which was later identified as
being an ancient “petroglyph” which may
have been 20,000 years or more old.

Soon afterwards various petroglyph
experts were taken around the caves of
the South East and a number were found
lo contain these rare and important
archaeological artefacts which some
believe were carved by the very ancient
“Tasmanoid” people, the predecessors of
today’s Aboriginal people who subse-
quently settled Australia (pers. comm. Dr
Neil Draper, Aboriginal Heritage Unit,
Dept. for the Environment circa -1985).
The CDAARG's first project - the mapping
and palaeontological assessment of
Kilsbys Hole - was also successfully under-
taken during this time.

Then, in the evening of 9 August 1983,
one of Australia's most significant cave
diving discoveries was made when the
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Ah, there;s ﬁothing qt]ite Ilke fhe security offred by the modified ;
Kambrook electric-cord reel and a powerful 12-watt Dacor UL-700

torch! (courtesy Mark Nielsen).

author and Mark Nielsen, working from a sugges-
tion by Peter Stace, crawled through a 30cm high
cow poo-covered flattener under a windmill tank
in the middle of a paddock and negotiated an
underwater jumble of rocks and silt to find them-
selves exploring the first main passage of what
the author would later name Tank Cave. Although
“the windmill cave” had long been rumoured to
be some kind of dive, nobody had ever reported
finding the 100 metres of so of spectacularly-clear
and completely unmarked passage that had just
been explored, and Mark returned a few weeks
later with another diver to explore further.

(Left) The author and Peter Stace after a duckweed-covered grovel in Sinkh

and (right photo) enjoying the thrill of sliding through the rubbish in Bullock Head Cave
- one reason why the author is also known as Peter “Puddles”! (courtesy Barbara Stace
and Mark Nielsen respectively).

Unfortunately with the limited access
and poor lighting gear of that time, no
further explorations were made by Mark
as attempts to lease the paddock to
enable the digging-out and stabilizing of
the entrance were unsuccessful.
(Moving on to the many other projects
which were running at that time, the
author passed information about the
discovery on to Phil Prust, Chris Brown
and Paul Arbon a couple of years later
for their “possible interest” in pursuing
the difficult access arrangements, in the
mistaken belief that the cave probably
did not really have much potential!)

In September 1983, European-style cave
diving techniques and philosophies
reached South Australia, when French
divers Francis and Eric Le Guen (assisted by
Veronique Borel, Jerome Krowicki and Sylvie
Goutiere) visited the Mount Gambier area before
heading out to Cocklebiddy Cave to set a new
world penetration record of 6,000 metres there.
Prior to this visit no Australian teams had ever
considered the exploration of Cocklebiddy in a
competitive light, and considering the hospitality
which was extended to them by Adelaidian cave
divers many people were extremely offended by
the way in which the French subsequently boast-
ed about how they had “broken the Australian
record” when it had never been a competition in
the eyes of the locals.

Consequently, just over a
month later, a large
Australian team including
Ron Allum, Peter Rogers
and Hugh Morrison broke
the French (and thus the
world) record when Hugh
used a single cylinder to
squeeze some 240 metres
further along a very narrow
and silty passage - an
astounding display of
courage, considering the
fact he was alone, with no
backup cylinder ... and 6
kilometres ~ from  the
entrance!! During that trip
Chris Brown and Phil Prust
also pushed Pannikin Plain
Cave to 1,070m and
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explored 130m or so of a lower section of Warbla
Cave, and explored Warbla's second airchamber
for the first time.

In October and November 1983, Stefan Eberhard,
Nick Hume and Peter Clover undertook explorato-
ry dives in the Trowutta Arch and Kubla Khan sys-
tems in Tasmania, including making a thru-dive in
Kubla Khan, and between March and June 1984
a lot of other Tasmanian progress occurred includ-
ing further major explorations in Union Cave by
Rolan and Stefan Eberhard, more Junee explo-
rations by Nick Hume and Attila Vrana, and Rolan
Eberhard’s pushes in Pendant Pot/Growling
Swallet where he penetrated a 15m tunnel which
joined the systems together.

In early 1984 local Mount Gambier crop-duster
pilot and diver Peter Blackmore, in the company
of Phil Earl and Danny Quintel, discovered
Iddlebiddy Cave: a flooded, single-passage system
some 250 metres in length. (Sadly the discoverers
chose to keep its location a secret for many years,

and it was only through a bizarre coincidence
involving talking with a forestry worker that the
author accidentally located the feature). Later

some skull fragments from a young (possibly abo
riginal) person were found in the flooded

entrance chamber, making this the first water

-
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3D perspective cutaway sketch showing the general layout of Fossil Cave and
the survey grid (by the author, not to scale!)

Just inside the entrance lake (courtesy Andrew Cox,
mid-1980s).

filled cave in the area known to contain human
remains. This new "angle" later saw Association
members dealing with staff from the SA
Government's Aboriginal Heritage Unit as well as
local Aboriginal representatives.

In April 1984, Piccaninnie Ponds sadly suffered its
first double fatality, involving a CDAA member
and his untrained friend who snuck into the
Ponds without a permit and drowned at about 60
metres after becoming entangled in their line in
the Dog Leg. The fact
that they broke several
key rules once again
highlighted the impor-
tance of the CDAA's role
in cave diving issues, and
fortunately for the diving
community the “killer
sinkholes” outcry of yes-
teryear was not repeated
this time. This accident
also appeared to have
been largely caused by
the guideline becoming
snagged in a non-stan-
dard waist-mounted
snap-hook which could
not be disentangled by
divers affected by nitro-
gen narcosis and in zero-
visibility conditions.

The following month,
Chris Brown reported
finding an interesting
passage of about 40m

SEPTEMBER 2013 - PAGE 35



« penetration behind the rockpile in The
Pines with Paul Arbon, and in August
Chris and Paul, along with Phil Prust,
checked out the many virgin side-tun-
nels past the 720m mark in Pannikin

fhen in November, the

author  commenced the CDAA's

Plccaninnie Ponds Research Project,

when the first lines were laid in the

cave system. This project resulted in the
production of a high-quality map of
lhe Cathedral and main Chasm areas
of this famous feature which was also
used by the National Parks Department
as a template for their “cutaway view”
map of the system in the Piccaninnie
Ponds carpark.

Plain cave

In mid-1985, the author used one of
lan Lewis's small hand-held scuba cylinders to
squeeze into an unnamed hole across the road
from The Pines, reaching a maximum depth of
eight metres where a small silty restriction was
found. This feature would later be called Stinging
Nettle Cave (5L186) and would be pushed to
around 30 metres deep by David Funda and Petra
Fundova in 2003.

In October, Stuart Nicholas and Nick Hume
explored the Coelacanth Extension in Tassy, and
between November 1985 and June 1986 Nick
also undertook more explorations in Pendant Pot

o

The rediscovery of “144"
and the subsequent first
explorations of the water-
and-airfilled passages
underneath a young pine
forest (courtesy Peter
Stace, Mark Nielsen and
Andrew Cox, 1980s).

and Mainline Sump. Several months later, in May
1986, the CDAA commenced its Engelbrechts
Cave Mapping Project which was coordinated by
Andrew Cox, and the following month Peter
Ackroyd explored Confession Sump in Dukes
Cave for some 18m to a restriction at a depth of
six metres. He also re-opened a small hole in
Whale Cave and explored 14m of nasty passage
without fins, using only a small hand-held scuba
cylinder.

In August 1986 Chris Brown, Paul Arbon and
Dennis Thamm organised the first sled-push party
=== 10 visit Cocklebiddy Cave's Toad Hall since
1983 (and the fourth ever); it was also the

smallest expedition to that point, and most of
the known side tunnels were explored.

In October 1986, the author formed a new
research-oriented cave diving body, the South
Australian Underwater Speleological Society
(SAUSS) Inc. with a group of scientific and div-
ing associates, and the Society commenced
the detailed mapping and study of a number
of sites including more work in Fossil Cave,
Gouldens Hole, The Pines, Blue Lake,
Allendale Sinkhole and Ten-Eighty Sinkhole.
Also in October the author participated in an

exploration and assessment study of all
known major drains and headsprings along
the Mount Gambier coastal area with Lands
Department’s environmental officer, Mark
Watson; these visits revealed that most sites
required urgent protective measures to be
taken. The following month the author and
Chris Brown undertook an exploratory and
mapping dive in Alleyn's Cave to-assist with later
access planning and negotiations, other divers

involved in that project included Dennis Thamm
and Richard Megaw.

The next event of significance occurred in
Pannikin Plain Cave in September 1987, when
Ron Allum and Chris Brown made yel another
major discovery of 600 metres of virgin passage
Peter Rogers and Andrew Wight also discovered
the Oval Room and several hundred metres
beyond, to near the end of Mega Chamber, Three
months later in December, Chris and Peter
extended the cave for another 250m and found a
collapse with a major lead beyond Mega
Chamber. The author was also busy again during
this period; in September he worked with Mia

Site of the discovery of the first major “petroglyph” wall mar
ings in 1983; an accidental finding which occurred while the
author (the diver with the yellow reel) and Andrew "Grovel” Cox
were investigating a small deep pool of water there (courtesy
Tony Hambling/Rino Dell'Antonio).

Other petroglyphs discovered by the author
and colleagues in another Mount Gambier
Cave (courtesy Richard Harris).
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Photo showing the relatively high water level in The Sh

N

Close view of the most significant petroglyph, which was
fortunately not disturbed by the bulk of the author groveling
underneath! (courtesy Rino Dell'Antonio/Andrew Cox/Tony
Hambling).

Thurgate to re-assess the coastal springs which he
had visited the previous year with Mark Watson,
and other features including Woolwash Cave
were also assessed.

Then in December renowned biologist Dr Thomas
lliffe from the Bermuda Biological Station for

Research visited Mount Gambier, and with the
assistance of the author and his associates Tom
visited a number of important biological sites and
collected a variety of rare troglobitic life-forms
which he scientifically described back home later.
in November 1988, the “Pannikin Plain Cave
Diving Expedition” was organized by Andrew and
Liz Wight. This was the first professionally-spon-
sored, hi-tech scooter-assisted cave diving expedi-
tion in Australia, and the team comprised lead
divers Phil Prust, Ron Allum, Chris Brown, Paul

aft during the 1984 project - the surveyors including
Chris Brown (left), Andrew Cox and the author (with the funny hat) were all able to very comfortably utilize
the ledge (which is these days several metres above the water) to prepare for their dives with the other team
members (GRrtesy Paul Arbon, 1984).
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JAarthon, Peter Rogers, Rob Palmer
(L) and Wes and Terrl Skiles (US), A
diainatic rainstorm almost caused a
major disaster where much of the
learm were trapped underground
through the movement of giant
boulders in the entrance, but fortu-
nately they all got out alive and the
resultant documentary “Nullarbor
Dreaming” became a true life drama
that aired well on national television
(and also prompted Andrew to work
with film-maker James Cameron to
make the dramatic survival movie,
“Sanctum”. This was also the first
occasion  when  water and
speleothem sampling of flooded
Nullarbor caves commenced on a
large scale, a project which was later
to continue under the leadership of
Dr Julia James (Sydney University).

I'he same month, a combined team of CDAA and
SAUSS divers including Andrew Cox, Greg Bulling,
fony Carlisle (videocameraman) and the author
performed a research dive in Iddlebiddy Cave and

A typical Cocklebiddy Cave sled dive (courtesy Ken Smith and Chris
Brown, and the 1995 Toad Hall expedition team).

recommended that the site be opened to small
parties of divers on an occasional basis. The fol-
lowing month the author coordinated a CDAA
research project involving the assessment of the
major sinkholes on Barnoolut, when about a
dozen keen divers recorded the physical aspects

The Kilshys Hole mapping team, a draft of the final map and project coordi-
nator Peter Stace caught off-guard by the author (bottom right).

of Bullock Hole, Ten-Eighty and
The Black Hole prior to the re-
establishment of regular diving
activities after a two-year closure
of the property.

Also around this period, at
Wellington Cave (Limekilns or
McCavity Cave) in New South
Wales, following reported efforts
by earlier cavers during low-
water under drought conditions,
divers Simon McCartney, Keir
Vaughan-Taylor and others
explored the main waterfilled
chamber of this impressive fea-
ture for the first time (pers.
comm. Ernie Holland, Jenolan
Caves, 1990s).

Also in late 1988, the CDAA's
management structure changed
when Lance Mitchell replaced
the President's role as National
Director,  John  Vanderleest
replaced the National Secretary
as Business Director, and lan
Lewis took the seat as Standards
Director.

i
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In May 1989 (some 4 years after their
first attempt), Chris Brown and Phil Prust
revisited Tank Cave and finally broke
through into some of its major exten-
sions, commencing the dives that would
result in the discovery of more than 7
kilometres of virgin passage in the next
few years. Even today, some 25 years
later, this ongoing project continues to
yield new passage to those who are will-
ing to push harder than most.

In September 1989, with groundwater
pollution in the Mount Gambier area
becoming topical because of a proposal
to build a potentially-polluting CCA (cop-
per chrome arsenate) plant near Mount
Gambier, the author established a limited
CDAA subcommittee called the "Water
Quality Assessment Directorate” which
involved the input of lan Lewis, Maurice Parry and
others. Although one high-nitrate site was locat
ed, fortunately no other significantly detrimental
discoveries were made.

Shortly afterwards, in January 1990, the CDAA
Mapping and Research Group commenced its
ninth research project, namely the exploration,
mapping and scientific assessment of a new fea

]

The author and Greg Bulling after a bone-recovery
dive in Ten-Eighty Sinkhole, during which some
important fossil material was retrieved including a
Diprotodon tibia (courtesy Peter Ginnane, 1986).

A

Petra vFundova, Ken Smith, Carlo Virgili and David Funda during the
weekend that the Dark Room restriction collapsed, opening up the
area to everyone (photo by the author).

ture called Nettle-Bed Cave, around the same

time that the Little Blue Lake mapping project also
finally got off the ground after some five years in
the planning. Nettle-Bed was discovered by (then)
Adelaide-based diver Grant Pearce with the assis-
tance of Chris Murphy after he had removed
some rocks at the other end of Mud Hole's col-
lapse doline. The site exhibited possible human
wall scratchings underwater along with probable
megafaunal markings, and the presence of
abalone and limpet “tucker” shells in the cave
also indicated that considerable community and
Aboriginal consultation and research planning
was needed before recreational cave divers were
able to safely gain access.

[he following month the author accompanied

noted American cave diving researcher Jeff p

Wit U

First light for this monster bone in many thousands
of years!
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|:7‘. anle to the "Bone Room™ in
len-bighty Sinkhole, and in
Maich 1990 Tony Carlisle and
Gireg Bulling produced an excel-
lent videotape of Warbla Cave,
enabling those who could never
go there to see its underwater
beauties for the first time.

[ April the following year, Tony £ &

and Greg coordinated the first -
majot videotaping and ﬁ

research/surveying dive to
Cocklebiddy Cave’s Toad Hall,
using  improved underwater
tank/video sleds (this was the 5th team ever to
visit Toad Hall). Later in 1990, the author worked
with Andrew Cox (Manager of the CDAA's
Research Group) to undertake a series of
exploratory dives in the sinkholes on Barnoolut
Estate to determine which features might have

a0
< The Dog Le
——— " DARK ZONE
40 SIRE  VIEW
i FACING NORTH
The Sadde
450

Combined photo/cutaway sketch representation of the main Piccaninnie
Ponds system, based on the CDAA Research Group’s mapping project which
the author coordinated there in 1984 (sketch by the author, photo courtesy
Andrew “Grovel" Cox, 1983).

The author sampling a portion of the amazing “stromatolites” which were
discovered in Blue Lake in 1985 (courtesy Mark Nielsen/Andrew Cox).

been worth including in the CDAA' general access
list (unfortunately nothing was found to be suit-
able for recreational divers although some inter-
esting scientific aspects and sites were identified).

In the middle of 1991, the author assisted Mark
Nielsen with the SAUSS mapping project he was

running in  Ten-Eighty
Sinkhole, and in
November Peter Ackroyd
explored the Prayer Pool
in Dukes Cave for several
metres after abseiling
directly into the water
whilst wearing dive gear.
This was found to be
about 6m deep and some
18 metres penetration
distance (sounds strange-
ly familiart).

In 1992 a team of some
of Australia’s most experi-
enced deep cave divers
including Ron  Allum,
Chris  Brown, Andrew
Wight and Phil Prust
dived to 87 metres
around 200 metres in
from the entrance in the
Big Tunnel of The Shaft
with world famous U.S.
cave diving pioneer, Irby
Sheck Exley, and vyears
later other deep teams
(again including Chris and
Phil) would explore the
very deepest regions of
this awesome cave to
around 125 metres on the
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ery beautiful place in summer; the blue colour is actu-
ally a physical characteristic of the water itself and is replaced at around
the 16m point by a foggy grey "mist” comprising small planktonic forms.
In the above photos Wolfgang Zeidler passes a plankton net to the author
and a diver holds a Secchi disk which when used with a fibreglass tape
attached, served as an excellent horizontal-visibility indicator. In the shal-
lows, it was never any clearer than around 20-25 metres, but at depths of
around the 50 metre mark it dramatically improved and by 75m it could
have been as much as 100m visibility, although it was too dark there to
use the disk technique (the illumination across the flat, grey bottom of
the lake looks very similar to a full moon on a white sandy beach at mid-
night). Photos by the author, Andrew Cox and Mark Nielsen.

opposite side of what
was long believed to be
the deep end. It is tragic
that Sheck was to perish
during his deepest dive
ever just two years after
his Shaft visit without hav
ing known of these later
discoveries.

The fascinating Black Hole
began to reveal its true
nature in 1994 during the
first stages of a detailed
exploration and surveying
project run by the author
in the sinkhole; the study
was sadly stopped when :

(UERCIESRVEEREIIICEN The author carrying a Fossil Cave "bone basket" through Iddlebiddy Cave;

to work at depths
approaching 50 metres.
The property also changed
hands around that time.

In 1995 two new sites, Hanns
Cave and Bakers Cave, were
opened up to the general Mount
Gambier cave diving community,
and the same year Chris Brown
broke the world record in
Cocklebiddy Cave yet again by
reaching the apparent “real end”
of the cave ... but who can know
for sure?

Discoveries of the

Early 21st Century

There have been many truly spec-
tacular underwater cave discoveries
over the years, and with thousands
of caves now known to exist on the
Nullarbor alone, there is a great
deal of fascinating speleology to be
undertaken in this vast country. of
ours.

As prominent Western Australian
cave diver Paul Hosie mentioned
in a report dated March 2004,
“after the last of the ‘great’ cave
diving expeditions to push

Cocklehiddy Cave occurred in
1994, things seemed to quiet
down a little. We stood back and
looked on in awe at the achieve-

the basket was an ideal container for the sediment corers (one of which can
be seen through the basket’s mesh in the photo) along with several large
and very fragile glass bottles which were used to collect water samples for
pesticide checks (courtesy Greg Bulling).
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Jnents ol the Americans  at
places like Wakulla Springs, as
well as the extensive flooded
cave systems ol Mexico
although cave diving still con-
tinued in New South Wales and
South Eastern Australia, many
subsequent  visits  to  the
Nullarbor revealed little in the
way of exploration or new pas-
sages. Had it all been done?
Was there nothing left to do
but follow line?? Recent discov-
eries and a new generation of
cave diving explorers are show-
ing that exploration of
Australia’s awesome Nullarbor
Plain has only just begun...”.

Flinders Uni researcher Cate Newton spreads the bones out to dry before
transporting them back to Adelaide. One particularly stressful moment
involved a large German Shepherd which a tourist brought down into the
sinkhole while these 30,000 year old bones were all exposed! (photo by
the author, 1986).

Then!...

In 1997, Paul, with fellow cave
divers Andy Nelson, Craig
Challen and Karl Hall, dived all
of the known wet caves of the Nullarbor and later
realised that there were many other diveable
caves in the region. Their first breakthrough

occurred in Nurina Cave on the Roe Plains, where
some 150 metres of virgin underwater passage
was originally explored. To explore this cave, the

N
NETTLE CAVE - 5L.186 T

{representative sketch only - cave is comptex and not yet surveyed)

North-Western Extension PLAN VIEW

2003

Entire
Cave
Underwater

*Andrew'sk 41

Tunnat*

\l 15"

South-Castern Extension

" Doline

Redon. Edove § Puvicl Toocln, | 1.3 0000

The author using a small hand-held cylinder to check out Stinging Nettle Cave in 1985 (top left) and the same
restriction during one of Petra Fundova’s dives in 2003 - what a difference a 2m water-level drop can make!

(courtesy Dennis Tham and David and Petra Funda, 2003).
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divers were required to adopt “...side-
mount techniques and all the team mem-
bers learnt underwater surveying skills in
order to map the new passages they had
found”. The cave was subsequently
explored to more than 1.3 kilometres, with
many underwater leads still to be explored
(pers. comm. Paul Hosie, Aug. 2007).

Later in September 2000, while the divers
were surveying the main line through
Warbla Cave during an expedition coordi-
nated by the Sydney Speleological Society
(SUSS), a small low flattener passage was
noted high on a wall about 300 metres
into the cave; further investigations eventually led
to “Lost Lake”, revealing to the group that in fact
“...there was still a lot of work to be done on the
Nullarbor, and all involved now had ‘the
Exploration Bug'!!”.

In the last few years or so, there have been a lot of
truly spectacular cave diving discoveries and
achievements which still need to be properly docu-
mented: these include such things as the "bottom
of Pics" by Dr Richard "Harry" Harris and John
")DZ" Dalla-Zuanna (110 metres);, astounding

Suspected human markings in Nettle-Bed Cave (courtesy
Grant Pearce).

multi-kilometre discoveries by Paul Hosie et al of
such places as Olwolgin and Burnabbie Caves on
the Roe Plain; the discovery by visiting Czech divers
David Funda and Petra Fundova of a significant
new area in The Pines and Stinging Nettle Cave;
much additional research in the flooded Blue Lake
and Mount Hypipamee volcanic craters; the survey-
ing of Kija Blue in the Kimberley by Harry and Ken
Smith et al; numerous new discoveries in the Roe
Plain and around Camooweel; and other incredible
work in New Zealand's Pearse Resurgence.... stay
tuned!! (To add later as info is collected).

MN

Warbla Cave, 5N1, Nullarbor Plains
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Another recent and very detailed map by Tim Payne and colleagues, this time of Warbla Cave on the

Nullarbor (again, with thanks to Tim).
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Snd Finally

“In the last few years, there have been a lot
of truly spectacular cave diving discoveries
and achievements which still need to be
properly documented. These include such
things as the "bottom of Pics" by Dr Richard
“"Harry" Harris and John "JDZ" Dalla-Zuanna
(110 metres); astounding multi-kilometre dis-
coveries by Paul Hosie et al of such places as
Olwolgin and Burnabbie Caves on the Roe
Plain; the discovery by visiting Czech divers
David Funda and Petra Fundova of a signifi-
cant new area in The Pines and Stinging
Nettle Cave; much additional research in the
flooded Blue Lake and Mount Hypipamee
volcanic craters; the surveying of Kija Blue in
the Kimberley by Harry and Ken Smith et al;
numerous new discoveries in the Roe Plain
and around Camooweal; and other incredible
work in New Zealand's Pearse Resurgence.
In addition, many members are exploring
much further afield, in far-away, exotic
places, and more detailed information about
such explorations will be recorded as it

Today the Cave Divers Association of
Australia is recognised as being the leading
cave diving organisation in the country. |
also know of no other non-profit, voluntary
organisation anywhere which is responsible

for so many roles: we train and certify our
members while categorizing the places that
members may visit; we lease and own our
own caves (including one of the most sig-
nificant in the world); our members are
involved with numerous groundbreaking
cave conservation and speleological studies
including mapping, palaeontology,
archaeology and groundwater pollution
issues; we introduce new techniques and
technologies; and we negotiate and work
closely with a large number of Government
departments, private landowners and
Aboriginal organisations/representatives.
The Association really does have much to be
proud of, and in its fourth decade the CDAA’s
future is looking brighter and more interest-
ing than ever before."

THIS HAS BEEN ANOTHER
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HORNEFILM PRODUCTION!

Thanks for Reading,
Peter Horne.

The author shooting some video in the very picturesque Chasm
(courtesy David Kellett, mid-1990s).
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ership record Sex \Ngw®
(frant and back) Height 2088
Weight 1»’;5{)1‘6133’51‘1{"!"
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fiyo Colout ylish anniversary pol i = .
w oo - . o shirts ' : .
Vigibte ORI p e Gold embroidery ‘40th anni . now available in men’s and ladies cut
Marital Gratus ‘(”"X AES 2 & CL?\;;S; 3-?:}(‘"“" Iversary on S'eeve and '1973‘201 3' be'OW b t I
Aualifications ’ ) & reast logo.
AR VT2
[ parionce i P T To view or order any of th
SEPTEMBER 2013 - I " i ese new CDAA Products, please visit th :
: AGE A6 e — or send an email to e Online Store

products@cavedivers.com.au
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NAMI Deep Cave Adv.

Deep Cave Adv.
Cavern Cave

Cavern Cave

ACT.

APPS, Heike (CDAA 2776)
Phone: 0407 230 108 Yes  Yes. Yas
. appsclan@tpg.com.au

DALE, Steve (CDAA 3926)
Mobile: 0468 417 211 Yes
Email; Steve@extremewatersport.com.au

NEW SOUTH WALES

FEATONBY, Tim (CDAA 3327)  Yes  Yes
=" Worrowing Heights, NSW
‘ Ph: 0402 129 253

E: tim.featonby@hotmail.com

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

PAYNE, Timothy (CDAA 2640)  Yes
Phone: 0448 147927
E: Tim@diveessentials.com

DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA 236)

Penetration instructor Yes  Yes  Yes
Phone: 03 9480 1316

E: jdz@paintandcustom.com.au

EDWARDS, Chris (CDAA 2247)  Yes
Email: cedwards@aanet.com.au

i HIGGINS, Andrew (CDAA 3329)
Mobile; 0413 569 164 Yes  Yes  Yes
E: ah3329@gmail.com

McDONALD, Warrick (CDAA 1882)
BH: (03) 9579 2600 Yes  Yes  Yes
E: info@oceandivers.com.au

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 3483)
Mob: 0419 176 633 Yes  Yes
E: terri.allen@bakeridi.edu.au

MONACO, Rubens (CDAA 1731)
Phone; 03 5984 1799 Yes  Yes
E: info@idcscuba.com.au

BARCLAY, Gary (CDAA 1735)
AH: 03 5565 8793 Yes  Yes  Yes
E: garinda@bigpond.com

BOWMAN, Jane (CDAA 1880)
BH: 03 9579 2600 Yes  Yes  Yes

£: janelbowman@hotmail.com PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784)

Mob: 0407 445 112 Yes
E: gpaynter@geo.net.au

CHAMBERS, Geoff (CDAA 3484)
o Phone: 0438 059 886 Yes
Emall: geoffie1@gmail.com

CLARIDGE, Linda (CDAA 2214)

Maobile: 0408 052 070 Yes  Yes  Yes
L garinda@tpgi.com.au

AH (03) 5565 8793
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Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes. CN = CAVERN S = SINKHOLE C=CAVE P =PENETRATION
SITE LEVEL

MT. GAMBIER - SA

Ewens Ponds

Gouldens

2 Sisters
Fossil

Piccaninnie Ponds

Horse & Cart
Tea Tree
Little Blue
Allendale
Ela Elap

One Tree

Dave’s Cave

Hells Hole

Pines

Mud Hole

Nettle Bed
Stinging Nettle Cave
Iddlebiddy

Kilsby’s

Shaft

Engelbrechts
- East
- West

Three Sisters

Tank Cave
Baker's Cave

NULLARBOR - WA
Cocklebiddy

Murra El Elevyn

Tommy Grahams

Olwolgin Cave
Weebubbie

Nil

CN

CN

vuNun

Q
voOvNTwna

SIC

o

ap
PIC
C

P
S/IC

WELLINGTON CAVES - NSW

Limekiln (McKavity) cave P/C
Water (Anticline) cave (
Rum Jungle Lake S
Burrinjuck Dam SIC/P

OWNER

DEWNR - P.O. Box 1046
Mt Gambier 5290

(08) 8735 1177

DEWNR

DEWNR

DEWNR

Peter Cunningham
Peter Cunningham
District Council of Grant
District Council of Grant
Mr. Peter Norman
Mr. Peter Norman

Forestry South Australia
Fax: (08) 8724 2870
Phone: (08) 8724 2876
or book on-line via the
CDAA website

to arrange permit.
email:

ACCESS DETAILS

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept, for Environment, Water & Natural Resources (DEWNR)
Smaller groups, no need

Fax: (08) 8735 1135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEWNR and notify of date and site to be dived.

Please make requests by phone or fax only

Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for the site and carry current

financial COAA membarship card, The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEWNR
before access I permitted and original copy must be received by DEWNR prior to diving.
Training!"The Instructor s to notify DEWNR of the date the sites are needed and to forward
signed indemnities from each student and their temporary card number/ membership number.
permit holders by phone or fax, Be aware of delicate vegetation, $26/dive or annual Permit $60.
NOTE: Members can login to wwwi.cavedivers.com.au and download pre-populated indemnity
forms and thase must be submitted to DEWNR at least 2 weeks prior to the intended dive date.
NOTE: Divers should renew thelr Piccaninnie Ponds indemnities at least 2 weeks prior

to thelr intended dive date

By phone or mall, 1 week prior, PO Box 2168, Mt Gambier 5290. Ph: (08) 8738 4003.

By phone or mail, 1 week prior, PO Box 2168, Mt Gambier 5290. Ph: (08) 8738 4003.

Permission not required - must carry card.

Obtain key fram Lady Nelson Tourist Information Centre.

Visit the hotse before diving, 1f no one is home - no dive!

Visit the house before diving. 1f no one is home - no dive!

Maxlmum 1 divers all weekends bitween May & November inclusive (check and update on CDAA website).
Al least 4 divers i group - 1 with previous site experience.

Unrestiicted days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter Penetration sections (stop signs)
Uniestricted days or numbers

Open every woekend. Masimum of 4 divers per weekend undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA site)
Open every w'end max 1 divers per day undertaking 1 dive per day (check updates on CDAA website).
Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA website)

conservationandrecreation@forestrysa (o aii

Landowner leased
to CDAA

Gencmll{ open ane
weekend a month
Trevor Ashhy

Mt Gambler Council
Lessee Ph: 08 #7238 hhh2
Contact; Brenton & Kemelea

Millicent Council

CDAA
Janet & Bruce Salfin

DEC
DEC
DEC

DPI
DPI

Wellington Caves

Wellington Caves

Coomalie Community
Govt Council
NSW Parks & Wildlife

IMPORTANT, Divers must advise Forestry SA of their online booking. Collect permits from
the Torestry Office, RHS of driveway to Carter Holt, Jubilee Hwy, Mt G.
= o diving on Total Fire Ban Days
« Permit also required to runcompressors during fire danger season.
= foys for Hells Hole, Nettle Bed, Iddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave can be
abtalned from Lady Nelson Visitor Ctr on presentation of Forestry SA permits.

fefer 1o COAA website, Twin Tanks - Maximum depth of 40 metres on Air.

Meot at gate of property at B55am or 12.55pm. Book on-line at www.cavedivers.com
o cantact Cralg at kilsby@eavedivers,com.au

No animals, visitors or mid-week diving allowed, No diving on Total Fire Ban Days.

for access dates go to the CDAA web page. Nitrox as a diving mix

16 ot allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix endorsement is held but deco mixes
attached to the shot line are permissible, Refer to Shaft access bulletin within CDAA
fequlations, Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time must document
dive experlence with twin tanks, Download form off website.

Obitain key from Mt Gambler Tourist Information Centre. Access agreement must

be signed prior to diving, 2 divers must sign out keys, all divers must sign in

advlsing which groups they are diving with. Diving should be avoided after heavy rain due to
powsible water contaminance, Diving hours are now restricted to 8am to 8pm CST.

Download Indemnity from Web Page. Access available for experienced Penetration

divers only, Access agreement must be signed prior to diving. Allow 4 wks for indemnity process.
Access Manager: David Fielder, Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au

Access Manager: Matthew Skinner.  Email: bakers@cavedivers.com.au

Climbing equipment required, One member must have previous dive experience at site.

Apply In writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks in advance of trip to: District Manager,
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)., PO Box 234, Esperance, W.A. 6450.
Phone: (08) 9083 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.

The Department of Regional Development and Lands, Perth, South East Region.
PO Box 1143, West Perth 6872. Contact Shannon Alford, E: Shannon.alford@rdl.wa.gov.au
Phone; (08) 6552 4661 Fax: (08) 6552 4415

Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for this cave depending on its water level
at the time. The cave has a restriction at the entrance which is underwater making it a
Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level drops to form a small lake below

the restriction allowing experienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave.

Affected by high CO2 levels during Summer/Autumn.

Access is co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves management by Greg Ryan -

Email: gjryan@gmail.com. Phone (02) 9743 4157.

Unrestricted access currently exists - Please refer to website.

Please refer to website. There are no specific access arrangements.
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: Photo Competition Categories:
%Lt~ The daylight zone - A chance to show off Mt Gambier's (or travels elsewhere) spectacular
sinkholes, or perhaps a cave entrance leading away from the surface.

2. dSLR - The dark zone - Out of reach of sunshine, this category is for images taken underwater
and under the earth.

. Compact - The daylight zone - For the smaller cameras, cavern, sinkhole and cave entrance shots
in the daylight zone.

. Compact - The dark zone - Taking the compact camera beyond the reach of daylight and into the cave.
. Historical - Cave diving related images taken before 31/12/2002, which may be above or below water.

. Humorous - Showing the lighter side of cave diving, images may be taken above or below water.
_Video - A 3 minute short film with at least 50% underwater cave footage, on a topic of your choice.

-

=
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Prizes:
SMS 50 Sidemount System from Hollis Australia (http://www.oceanicaus.com.au/).

Built for sidemount only, this kit can be used in any environment from open water to overhead.
The minimalist design is ideal for travelling sidemounters.

Goods and services voucher from DKG Drysuits (http://www.drysuit.com.au/). DKG Drysuits offers
sales, servicing and parts for rEvo rebreathers as well as drysuit repairs such as replace.

Tovatec Super Nova video light system from Ocean Divers (http://www.oceandivers.com.au/).
1000 lumens for use as a video or camera light or a powerful torch and rated to 122m with 3 position
switch for full power, 30% power or emergency strobe light.

Undersuit from Otter Drysuits (http://www.drysuit.com.au/). The winner’s choice of the Otter
one piece or two piece undersuit systems will be sure to keep them warm through winter.

Triggerfish strobe sensors from Triggerfish (https://www.facebook.com/Triggerfish.Slave.Unit).
Triggerfish sensors detect the camera’s flash and trigger off camera strobes, adding depth and
interest to photos from dark places.

Subscriptions to Sport Diving magazine (http://www.divetheblue.net/). Sportdiving features stories
and articles from industry experts covering the hottest new dive destinations, technical diving,

critter and species specials, digital photography, wreck diving, natural history, news and issues,
equipment, and much more.

Accommodation and airfills at Just a Bed Lodge (http://www.justabedlodge.com.au/).
Just a Bed Lodge offers comfortable overnight accommodation in a rural setting near Mt Gambier.
Dive services from Blue Lake diving are right next door.

A light from Archon Lights (http://archondivinglights.com.au/) Archon is the top brand of
LED-based portable lights which have brilliantly illuminated expeditions in every corner of the planet.

FOS 12W LED primary light system from Halcyon Australia (www.halcyon-australia.com.au).
The new Eos has a focused light output exceeding the 10-watt HID, and a machined aluminium head
that shields a nearly indestructible LED light array with an expected lifecycle of 20,000 hours.

DUI XM450 Jumpsuit undergarment from Aqua Industries (www.halcyon-australia.com.au).
[he choice for extended duration, decompression diving & cave diving. Its innovative design.

ScubaProX-Tek Pure Twin System with 40lb donut wing from ScubaPro Australia (www.scubapro.com).
With this system you are perfectly equipped for every cave dive. Double bladder wing for complete
redundancy, stainless steel backplate and an extremely durable harness provides highest safety in

every situation,
Light Monkey 12W LED primary torch from AquiferTec (http://www.aquifertec.com.au/) -~
With 750 lumens focussed into a 6 degree beam and a 5 hour burntime, the winner can choose JUST A BED LODGE
hetween the standard and sidemount versions of this versatile and hardy primary torch. o <
\& g DKG DRYSUITS
ENTRIES CLOSE SEPTEMBER 30th TEK = DVERS '

e SCUBAPRO Wwrw. oceandivers.com.au DRYSUITS
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DIVERS from Muunt Gambier, iﬁefbaume and
New South Wales have decided to form the
Cave Diving Association of Amtraha,

They met in Mount Gam *ﬂr. Clertne sad the
bier last night after iy woudd unite  divers
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