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CONTACT LIST
Please contact the mosl rok'v,rrl lx'6on o[ if unsure write to:

C.D,A.A. P0. Box 5il4 Mt Gambier SA 5291 www.cavedivers.com.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR - lotrtr V,ttttlt'tlt'esl
Email: national@cavedivers.corrt.,ttt Molrilc: 0419 775 771

STANDARDS DIRECTOR - Lrntlr Cl,rrirltl' Mobilc: 0408 052 070
Email: standards@cavedivers.com.au

Quality Control Officer - Positiorr V,rr,urt
Email: quality@cavedivers.com.au

Risk Officer - vacant

Search & Rescue Officer - Richard Hanis

Email: sar@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0411 111 830

lnstructor Records & Materials - Deb williams
Ph:0419 882 800 Fax:03 5986 3179 Email: instrecords@c.rvtrtlivcrs.<otrt.,ttt

BUSINESS DIRECIOR - Helen Higgins
Email: business@cavedivers.com.au Mobile:041 1 720 440

Treasurer - Tammy Beattie Email: treasurer@cavedivers.com.au

CDAA Products - Andrea Mclntyre
Email: produds@cavedivers.com.au N{obile: 0407 332 306

SITE DIRECTOR - Position Vacant
Email: site@cavedivers.com.au

Kilsby's Booking Officer - craig Larkin
Email: kilsby@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0418 821 191

Tank Cave Booking Officer - Noel Dillon
Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0407 530 103

Shaft Booking Officer - Peter Horak
Email: shaft@cavedivers.com.au Mobile: 0403 349 122

PUBLICATIONS & RECORDS DIRECTOR - Rowan Stevens

Email: publications@cavedivers.com.au - Mobile: 0417 550 509

Records Officer (Membership matters) - Rowan stevens
Email: records@cavedivers.com.au - Mobile:0417 550 509

Guidelines - Graphics & Advertising - David Bryant

Email: guidelines@cavedivers.com.au - N4obile: 0417 125 710

Webmaster: Simon Roberts Email: web@cavedivers.com.au l\4obi e: 0433 069 751

I\REA REPRESENTATIVES
ACT: Heike Apps Email: actrep@cavedivers.com.au Ph:0407 230 108

NSW: Vacant Email: nswrep@cavedivers.com.au

N.T.: Jeff Swann Email: ntrep@cavedivers.(om.au Mobile: 0408 819 /u/

QLD: Joseph Monks Email: qldrep@cavedivers.com.au N/obilc: 04{)9 i 
()) 4u0

SA: Ken Smith Email: sarep@cavedivers.com.au N,4obil(): 040/ (,0 I I 111

South-East SA - Grant Pearce Ph:0438 833 101. Email: sct)()l)(n)(,)vtrlivt'ts.ttrrr.,trt

WA: Pippa Waterworth Email: warep@cavedivcrs.tont.rtt Mobil' 04]0 104 IJ(14

VIC: Tim Muscat Email:vicrep@cavedivers.(otrr.rrLr Mobili': 04.)/ l// lt02

Public Officer - nndrew 5eifried Email: lrrlrlii ollir rrtlr,tvrrlivt'tr.t otrt.,ttl

Mobile: 0404 275 6.1/

CDAA INSURANCE
Policy Type: Combined Liabilily ln\rrr,il( (' l'oliryll \Y {A5 0ll 041 140

lnsurer: Liberly lnternationa U|(lcrwr l('t', AllN: {r1 ()tjb 0ll I 605

Level 27, 1 lvla(quari(,Pl,r(c, Sy(lrr('y N\W.)000
Name lnsured: Cavc Divcts Assrx i,tliott ol Attslt,tli,t

Public Liability $10,000,000 ,rrry ofC r l,rirrr. I xt)iry: l0 5cptcmbcr 2014.
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TOlAcrv€nced Nlfro<
TBI Eecompresglon
TDI Extended RcrnQe &
TDI Stdemounf & C<*ze
TDI CCR Cc*ze - All flrree
TDI CCR Eourses - Vorlous
Ttrll CCFa Heltro< & 6Orn
TD! C<lzerrL lrttro to Caze &
TD! Tech lngtrucfor

Benefits include:
- No boat dives
- No Swellor Current
- No bad weather to stop completaon of courses
- Most courses can be completed over a long
- Theory and confined water sessions can all be done
- Minimum of two students to run courses
- Flexible dates to suit you and your buddy or group
- Discountfor groups of 4

For more infarmation please confacf
0413-429-533 or 03 5984-1799
Ernail: info@idcscuba.com.au Course lnformation:

'ilr; ,i
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. Accommodates 14 divers in 7 rooms;
three double bedrooms and four rooms
coch with two single beds.

. Two separate socialising areas

. Endless hot rainwater showens in

two separate bathrooms.

. Airfills, Nitrox, Trimix, high pressure 02

. Undercover gear drying

. Bnrbeque facilitates

. Dccp Cavern to Cave

. Approved TDI Facility offering full range

of TDI Technical Counses, Nitrox, Trimix,

Doco Procedures and Extended Range'

. CCR Training KISS

. Sidemount

,,,":i,litt q i,.l *'iLil t'"\.tjtl'il,j.l $ *,*'+,lil li' $ I il,l* ti ji i t

. Specialist importers of Technical Cave Diving Gea

. Bonex Long range Scooters 11-22km
o Shearwater Predator Computers.

. Contour compact video cameras and housings'

. Best prices in Australasia for the range of SANI
dr"ysuits, undergarments and after-dive wear'

r Sole Australasian irnporter for SITEC boosterr

r Eest prices for Liglrt Mlonkey HID and LED lig'

. Armadillo Side Mount systems.

. 02 sensors: Maxtec and Teledyne, Dive Soft tnim

analysers and 0xycheq.

r 300mtr high pressure fill

. Fill whips, digital gauges.

. Remote fill manifolds.

. FLEX Side Mount CCR.

. Spools & Reels.

. Narked@90.

Lake Edward Fload

Glencoe, South Australia
Phone: Og 8739 4O2O
Mobile: 0438 833 103

i\ i"l:i r-"'

hir

lines.

(-{

rE

arr:h
\\

Email:

JUNE 2O'I4 - PAGE 5

Welcome to the June 2014 issue of Guidellnes.

AGM 2014 will be held in Mt. Gambier on saturday 18th october 2014

for further information. For this year3 AGM will be three Director positions up for voting -
Business Director; Site Director and Standards Director. As both Helen and Grant have

announced their retirement their positions will be vacant. Nomination details are on page 6

and we would encourage both new and experienced members to put forward their nom-

inations and contribute to the direction and operation of the CDAA'

ln this issue Peter Buzzacott makes us Hungary for more and also shares his adventures in

a Slovakian Gem, while Pierre Constant explores Namibia5 sinkholes. There is also cave div-

ing news from around the world including both Florida and Mexico as well as revierns of

Scubaprob side mount harness.

Finishing touches are being made to the new CDAA Regulations, CDAA Course Standards

and updated Deep Cavern, Cave and Advanced Cave student notes. All expect to be

released shortly.

Don't let your dive gear gather dust - get out there and start diving'

Until next time dive safe ...

Rowan Stevens #3177 I Publications and Records Director

M: 041 7 550 509 1 E: publications@cavedivers.com.au

APOLOGY...
An error in the March 2014 publication of
Guidelines was made in the article written
by Paul Hosie. A paragraph was deletd by

accident on Page 12. The article has since

been amended and the PDF of the March

2014 issue has been updated on the website'

Apologies to Paul Hosie,

David Bryant, Guidelines Editor.

to page 1O

trnH



llrr,,,r,,lir,'ir; ir;sued pursuontio Clouse l2 of the Constitution ond servesto odvise membersthol
tlr,,Arrrrucrl Generol Meeting of the Cove Divers Associotion of Austrolio lnc. will be held on

{r1rtUr(l(ry Ociober l8,20t4 ottheMoin Corner Dress Circle, Mt. Gombier,5A"
I lrr, Ar rrrgrrl Gcnerol Meeiing will commence ot 6:00pm ond will conclude no loter thon 7:00pm.

This notice qlso sen es to cqll
*Nominotions for

Business Director, Stondqrds Direclor ond Site Direcior
*Member molions

*Amendmenls to lhe Consliiulion

llre Returning Officer must receive nominoiions for the Notionol Committee positions
no loter thon the close of business Fridoy August 81h,2O14.

Moil Relurning Officer, CDAA - PO Box 9286, Ml. Gqmbier West, SA 5291

The Business Director must receive member moiions ond proposols for omendmenls

to the Constitution no loter thon close of business Fridoy August Blh, 2014.
ltgprs received ofter this dole will not be occepted nor will ony extensions to this dote be gronted.

Moil Business Direclor - 3 Horris Crescenl, Glen Woverley, VIC 3150

Members intending to nominate for a National Committee position must be eligible members of the

Association as defined in the Constitution. Nominations should be accompanied by a pr6cis not exceeding two

lrundred and fifty [250] words detailing skills, experience and achievements relevant to the duties and responsi-

llilities of the nominated position. The responsibilities of National Committee members are contained in the
(irnstitution of the Assoclation. Nominations must be in writing and be signed bythe nominee, the proposer

and the seconder all of whom must be eligible members of the Association.

The polling dote close for the election (if required) is Mondoy october l3rh, 2014.

The election of National Committee members and voting on amendments to the Constitution

will be conducted entirely by postal ballot.

lf you wish to vote you must be an eligible member of the Association and you must

only use the ballot papers to be provided in the next issue of Guidelines (#129),

on the Asociation website cavedivers.com.au or by special mail out.

The ballot papers must reach the Returning Officer (Darren Walters #3555)

no later than close of business, Mondoy Oclober I 3th, 20l 4.
Detailed votinq information will be provided with the ballot papers.

()rrr,,,tion:; rrroy be direcled=to the Returning Officer ol returningofficer@covedivers.com'ou

Holon Higgins, Business Director - business@covedivers.com.ou
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The experience and engineering experti$e of SCUBAPRC hos

enobled us to ofFer this premium line of tech BCD's to suit every
tech diving ethos without comprornising quolity, durobility,
hondling or comforl, Our lotest edition, Side-mount, developed
in coordinotion with leoding side-mount cqve divers, provides
guoronteed quolity ond 0 configurotion for every divers needs,
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l,rl,ry I ,rrrr ,,,r(l lo announce the retirement of two of our

I rrrrr tor,, lrorrr the National Committee. Helen Higgins,

,,u liu,,ur(,s\ Director has decided that at the end of her

li,rnr, ',lri, will not be re-standing, instead focusing her

rrrr[,llrrrrir,rtc energy on things other than the CDAA.

lrrrrrrrtl lror time as Business Director, we have seen a new
t orr',lilrrlion and before she finishes, a new set of

l(rrlrrl,rlrons. Our finances are in a healthy state and we

lr,rvr, ',r,r,n some fantastic AGM events, the 40th being

or rr lx,rl She will be sadly missed and her shoes hard to

lrll, lrul I know that there is another person out there with

tlrr, lr,rssion and energy needed to build on the legacy

I lr,[,rr lr,r, left us.

( ,r,illl l\',rrce, our Site Director, has also retired. While not

,rl llrl crrd of his term, a chanqe in Grants employment

rr,',rrllr,rl in him needing to spend considerable amounts

,l lrrrc ;rway from his family. When he is back at home,

lrr,would prefer to spend his time with his family and

rIrrru; llrose basic chores around the home that are neg-

[,r tlr] when you travel. Grant was often the unsung

lrr,ro,rround Mt. Gambier, frequentlyturning up at a dive

', tl willr his brush cutter and rake, quietly clearing the

,rrr,,r lo nrake it safer from fires and snakes. Frequently

I rl worrlrl rlrop everything and make his way to a dive site

l,),r( I ,r,, the Site Access Officer when the planned site

,r,,r",', ollircr was delayed.

Wrllr llrl rok: of Standards Director also up for cyclic vot-

rrrl tlrr', yr,,rr, we now have a total of 3 Director positions

rrlrr,rr lor rronrination. lt will be great to see some of our

rr,'wr,r rnr,mlxrrs in addition to some of our experienced

rrr,,rrlrr,r', wlro have beneflted so much over the years,

;,rrl llr, r rrorrrirrations forward.

',r r ,rrt,, rlr' ol volinq, what else has been happening over

llrr, ;r,r',1 1 trtottllts?
llr,,ilr,rlt vlr',iorr of the new Regulations has been

i,vrr,wr,rl lry rrrt'trtrers of the Constitution Sub-

1,,rurrllll l() (,n',ur(,ronsistency between the docu-

rr,,r l', lrrllr rrr wlrrlirrr;,rnd intent. We are nowcollating
,rll ,,,rrrrr,rt ,,rrtrl rr llrr,<ottting months, will produce a

I ir,rl rlr,rll llt tlvlw,ttttl tt'ltttst'.

\r\/,,r1,,rr ll r w|lr', lr, lr,r', rotrlinut,ti. We nOW haVe neW

,, lr r r, LI lL rr r, lrIr r', lrv| wtllr,rl rll',ltll( lol' rocords scanned

,,,, 1 i ,.r, 1,,, 1 ,rrtrl rtr',ltLtr 1()r t|tt('W,tl', MOtttllofS Can nOW

electronically upload and view their own scanned docu'

ments. With this information loaded electronically, our

booking system is improved because the computer carl

cross check things like applications and indemnitie\

before being waitlisted instead of the Site Booking Officer

constantly having to manually cross check paperuvork

before confirming your booking slot.

On the training front, there have been one non-CDAA

Advanced Cave course run over the last quarter, clearly

showing that the movement away from CDM run cours-

es was a good thing. Next we plan to allow these cours-

es to be run by a single instructor, bringing us more in line

with the rest of the world. To ensure that our Advanced

Cave recognised lnstructors remain on the top of their

game, we will introduce a form of on-going education

and peer review. This means that recognition as

Advanced Cave lnstructor for the CDAA is not an auto-

matic right once obtained and that our lnstructors will

need to stay at the top of their game. Updated Course

Standards and Student Notes for Deep Cavern, Cave and

Advanced Cave are in review and expect to be published

in the near future.

On other fronts, there has also been quite a lot of media

attention around caves and cave diving over the past 3

months. There was a short story on W around Sinkholes,

in which lan Lewis was interviewed. Grant assisted the

BBC with a documentary featuring sinkholes around lvt
Gambier. Tim Featonby helped coordinate the training

and safety for the filming of a documentary around free

diving and Liz Rogers was engaged by a Japanese film

crew to assist with their documentary Outside of filming,

there has been local press coverage and a story in a sports

magazine (yet to be published).

All this media attention is well managed and not making

out cave diving to be big, scary and dangerous. lts pro-

viding a positive image to the sport, in direct contrast to

the media coverage of a few years ago. While only a few

CDAA member names were mentioned, a lot of other

people were involved through things like logistics man-

agement, training, safety divers, science advice as well as

being both behind and in front of the camera.

With this in mind, members are reminded that any

approach by the media must be directed to the National

l)irr.ctor. ln rloirrrl so, rt holps us ortsurrt lltt'y rrl,t rl,rt,r ,r

positivc vcw oi the sport, ensures that landowtrt't',,itl

lrroperly consultcd, film crews can get access to unilt',

lurbed water, and everyone is properly protected by insrrr

ance and as you see from above, definitely does not

exclude you from any opportunities

On the diving front, we have another 1.25 km of pas-

sage added to the caves of the Roe Plains and we expect

to see the map continue to grow. However, the nega-

tive side of the diving in this area is conservation

Members are reminded that the cutting of new vehicle

lracks is inappropriate, as too is the wearing of back

mounted equipment through the entrance restrictions.

Tc negotiate the entrance restrictions, members should

practice and implement the shuttl ng of back mounted

equipment through the entrance restrictions and then

gearing up underwater.

The final reporting tem is n regard to this years AGM.

Things are looking good around securing a speaker who
hopes to be able to come to Australia iong enough for
us to fly him to several States Without giving his name

away lust yet, he is experienced in extreme cave explo-

ration while diving with twin side mount rebreathers. I

know a lot of members will be keen to see and hear

about this exploration.

Until next time, may your drysuit remain wet on the
outside.
lohn Vanderleest

The National Committee

Gtl

lohnVanderteest m
National Director . -, ffJ

Helen Higqins, ffi,&-
Busrness Director 

\-t
Linda Claridge,

Standards Director

Grant Pearce,

Site Director

Rowan Stevens,

Publications and

Records Director

,\ li'l'l( 'l .,lrls {
II)II]I,INII]S

lF SIGHIED PTEASE E-Mail
IMMEDIAIETY, IOGETHER WITH

ANY PICTUREs TO:

The Editor, Dave Bryant
guidelines@cavedivers iot rt, rr r

Rm\{&\RD!,.. 1

Articles for Guidelines Sept

2014 - Deadline is A
. Send articles by email to

guidel i nes@cavedivers.com.au
. Text files should be saved as Word files or Simple Text

. Pictures saved from digital cameras or scanned from
photos must be at least 200-300 dpi at l5cm wide,
RGB files, and saved as Maximum Quality JPEG'S.

ug.20th
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An even better Guidellnes

f.TrFf
or:Sale

FULLY OVENHAULED . LIKE NEW!

Models includirig BAUER Junior,
Bauer Utitus, Cultri Sub & more!

. Clean Air Servicing and Higlt Pr€ssuro
Compressor Repairs & Malntonnnctr
. Bauer -Trained Bervlc€ M6cllatric

contact Petof GfOnln (Se6ford, VIC)

CLEAN AIR SERVICING
0409 009 149 or 0997769249

Certltlcat€ N0, 1 21 206158

Quick Change-over ,of'P0lr-Ol fo Electric Motors

Comi;iisso+s FoR gALE:

Br;i u;;;;; i i'rm w nh a 6 
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CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA PRESENTS

AGM & Symposium
2014

This year the members' symposium will be held on
Saturday 18th October

Guest Speakers include:

Thorsten "Toddy" Wdlde:
"Cave Diving in Sardinia and beyond"

Janine McKinnon: "Tasmanian Caves"

Tim Featonby/lan Lewis;
"Filming Projects around the Lower South East"

Liz Rose";;;;;rr'n *otoration "

The Symposium will be held in the Dress Circle at the Main Corner
in Mt Gambie[ commencing at 9:15am.

The AGM will follow at 6:00pm and dinner will be served
in City Hall at 7:30pm.

wc hope to see as many members as possible attend this year

Dinner bookings can be made via the online store from September.

A FULL PROGRAM OF GUEST SPEAKERS WILL APPEAR
IN THE SEPTEMBER 2014 ISSUE OF GUIDELINES.

Throuqhout all thesc

REMOTE AREA FIRST AID
FOH DIUERS

For more information and to book online visit

www.s u rvivefi rsta id. com. a u
Email: info@survivefirstaid.com.au

Phone: 0430 020 995

Not only do dives pose specific medical problems that
need to be managed appropriately, but also by the
simple nature of where dive sites are; people are
exposed to longer response times, and possibly even
inadequate medical facilities once a response has been
achieved,

advenlrrres there isn't a diver that
doesn'[ take hiVher equipment
seriously and knows how it
could and should help to save

their life

So why then do most just do a

standard first aid course?

Within the area of 'First Aid' it
is commonly agreed that a

"Remote Area" is that which is

more than t hour from defini-
tive care, and definitive care

being a permanent medical
facility. The definition of what
is "Remote" varies substantial-
ly between regions of the
world, however essentially it
constitutes isolated communi-
ties, workplaces or areas of
interest that have limited
access through transport and
communication.
First Aid in a Remote Localion
is the immediate care given to
an injured or suddenly ill per-

son. lt does not take the place

of definitive medical care; it
consists only of giving assis-

tance until a more advanced
Ievel of medical care is

obtained or until the chance
for recovery withoul medical
care is apparent.

Thoughts such as 'iI won't
happen to me', or 'l know
what l'rn doing' are common
amongst all adventures but
un'fortunately so are accidents
l-low irnportant is your safety?

Adam Kenhaw,
(Founder of 1urulve First Aid)

Why do more than your'Standard First Aid Course'?
l)ving is not only a great activity but is an advollrrrr,
wilhin rts own right. With new dive sites bcirtrl
r,xplored daily, and divers now going deeper lonqcr
,rnd more remote then ever before, the underwater
world has become even more enticing. Who doesn't
want to explore the Solomon lslands, Fiji, PNG,

Malaysia or our own shores of Australia?

litit lil l{ l.Ar,l l{r JUNE 2014 - PAGE ,I1

Survive First Aid (RTO 40764) in conjunction with rhe Divers Alerr Network (DAN), is
offering a unique 'Remote Area First Aid Course' specifically designed for Divers.
Combining the best attribules 0f both companies a custom-designed course will provide
you with the skills and knowledge to keep you safe and respond appropriately to an
emergency.

When exploring the joys of the undenrvater world youte ofiefl in far-flung 
,Remote, 

dlve
sites and as such, a relevart first aid course will help to manage ihe safety of all divers.

The course ($850) will

Mornington

a

a

HLTAID003 Provide First Aid

SIS00PS305A Provide FirstAid in a Remote Location

SISXEMR20'1A Resp0nd to Emergency Situations

SISXEMR402A Coordinate Emergency Responses

S|SX0HSl01A Follow 0H&S Safety Policles

21965V1C Oxygen FirstAid for Divers

0nsite Neurological Assessment for Divers

Dive l/edicine for Divers Part 1



Hungary for more
By Peter Buzzacott

I lti, trttt,t rt,rtional Karst HierachicalFlow Sysfenrs sonferenee rn Suefapesf fiad &een in ful,
.,w,rrrt lor tfirce days when I s/opped sut fo $to drue l(obanya limesfone mrne beneath fftr

worxk'r lul city. The limestone here is soff and easriy ruf so it was lt ide/y used rn rnafly $l

ttrngary's finest archite$ure. Ihe casfle and parllanrenf house for exanrp/e.

urtt, lx'ittg soft, it is sublect to erosion &y fhe elen'rents and so many of the oJdesf huildmlrt

are im consfanf repall'.

Irrrr ,l ny t;rrirk,Jozsef Spanyol outside the derelict We drove underground for a while, me follow

lr1r,l11'1 1111,yy1'lynotfarfromthecitycentre. Wechat- .lozsef throughthelabyrinth,thenparkedourvans j

l,,i I n tlrr, rrrorrrinq sun for half-an-hour before Jozsef a short walk from a set of stone stairs down into

rrr[,r Ir,rl tlrr, l,rrrp iron gates. About a century ago a water. Jozsef revlewed the history and layout of

l ,r r, l worl.., lr,rr1 opened and the more expensive lime- mine beside a large schematic on the wall. Then l r'

,tor rl lr[rrk,, k'll out of favour so the mine ceased treated to a guided tour of two large churches, r

( ,t )i ,r, rtr r( l, lr rr rrcrl o[f the pumps and locked the doors. catholic and the other a different brand of christiar

lrrr,lrlr irorrrlltl tlri:placetostorebeeranddrawwater Apparently there is a third in here somewhere t

lrL rt r,vlrrlrr,rlly rloved to newer premises. Now the They were white, beautifully carved and either wo

rrr,uy[.rIrrru,lri'sof undergroundroads,completewith makeaspectacularandnovel settingtowedin.
,rvlrlrr,,rrl lrt;lrtinq, remain largely unused (exceptfor Quietlywegearedup,Jozsef inbackmountedl2si
tlrlrrrlrlv,,ilirrr; cavediver). linsidemounted l5s,withastaqeeach. Forthisr

ll,laF !llll I'Aril ll JUNE 2014 - PAGE 13

I was down to my last full stage on my trip around

I .rstern Europe and it was EANx5O so I resolved to
',witch to a 15 of air whenever we approached 20rn,

which we planned to do only once or twice wh le v s-

iling a lower level. Apparently the water falls to as low
,rs Bo-9oC in places but averages 12"-13"C over.rll so I

wore wet gloves today, and a 7mm Fourlh I'li,nrr,rrl

lrood.

lozsef led away f rom the stairs and into a lonrl, n, rrrr rw

r rlrndor, at times not much wider than orrr Iir ',lrol.r,',

I)r,licate corroded electrical lights

lrrrrrrl dripping with rust as we
r,rrolirlly passed by. A green

rrrll,rl lr.rndrail below us reduced
olrr lrcr,swimming path even

lrrrllrlr ,rrrrl we concentrated on

rr,rLrrl,rirrirrrl perfect control.
llr',r,1 y;,1111, rrl,rrly rmpressed me

wrllr lrt', ror L ',olirl skill set.

Wt, ro',i' rryr inlo ,r higher sub-

cvr,l l[;orcri willr llrick wooden

beams ll w,rs rl,rrkir and the
pcl55uQr' \1il,1 l('l l,l ll wo main-

tained speed and aitcr 60m or so

returned to the main level

throuqh another low window.

The corridor took a sweeping bend to the left,

straightened and led to a hole in the floor about the

size of a car door. Through this we dropped vertically

into three large connecting rooms.

We toured the rooms looking at ladders anrl loftover

machinery and then Jozsef siqn,rlk,rl llro lrrrn I

rep ied, turned and could not irrrrn,rli,rlr,ly slc tlro line.

Isaw only one hoJe in tho rool ,nrl novr,rl ovcr [o it
but it looked lke an oll mornl i,xil ,,o il w,rsn'l lhe

waywe'd come in krlrl lrorrr',1 lrlrr, l',lrorrc rny light
around and krr ,r vlry lrrr,l rrorrrr,rrl r onli,rnplated
what it must li,r,l lIr, lo rr,,rl',r,yor'rc tr,r1rpcd... but
then Jozscl irrriir,rlr,rl lln lxil wlrrr lr lr,rrl ltr:en hidden

front rryvrcw IIrr, rr)()rrl('tll w,r,,,lr cnloyable if unex-
por llrl llrri I

q1

fl
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Old machinery around every corner
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I led out along the passage with the green handr

and the bend, then Jozsef indicated the way on to r

last port-of-call, a cavernous room entered from abr

via an iron spiral staircase. This for me was the hir

light; a genuine iron spiral staircase! Wow. I chang

onto air again and corkscrewed my way down into'
room. Old machines held my focus momentarily a

then it was time to leave. We paused for a photo

the way out, beside a massive metal dish that I canr

imagine a use for.

Back at our cars we packed away our gear and res

faced into sunlight, birdsong and the hustle-bustle

downtown Budapest.

My sincere thanks to Jozsef Spanyol for making it p

sible to dive Kobanya limestone mine. When Mol

Janos cave re-opens then I will definitely return.

I

I
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ACCOftMMODATION
$SZBp per nlght
Limen Included!

. Linen consists of fitted bottom sheet,
top sheet, doona, pillow & pillow case,
quilt and a towel..

6 individual bedrooms'

eU *iii'tio sfnEle beds & linen'

. Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing
for a secure area for personal effects.

. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigeratoL
two microwaves, crockery & cutlery, toaster
and kettle), kitchen table, lounge area,
TV & DVDlvideo.

. 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom
with instant hot water shower & vanity.

. Barbeque, seating area and provisions for
drying of diving equipment if required.

Contact Suzanne on 0427 884 729 or Emai l: suzanne@iustabed lodge.com.au

.dW""
,,i i r,l'Jiii(\rrri .i

i':., I

Giant metal dish

Iri

o Overnight Scuba Cyllnder Testlng*
(* Prior arrangement required)

h ?5S(
Guaranteed o'night Air lNitrox fills,,.

drop off before ipm, filled by 7am next morning!

All enquiries:
Darren Walters - 0408 845 511
E ma i I : da rre n@j usta bed lodge.com.au

,

280 Cafpirco Rd, Mt. Gambier 5290
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier West, S.A, 5291



NEW TEAR
Scubapro side mount harnes
l\ 4 v lrr',1 rr rrrrression of the Scuba Pro side
lV l,' ,,rtrrl lrdrness was that it was very com-
lrrrt,rlr[' Ilte padded soft backplate covers a

l,rr,;r,,rrca of my back and conforms well to my
',lr,rpr' lhe main advantage of this is that with
,rll llrc stainless steel eyelets available there is a

l,rrrlc area to utilise to configure the setup to
yoLrr individual needs. With two choices of
lrladder stze (25 and 45) it will suit larger and
',rnaller builds and heavier gear configurations.
I he way the bladder covers the backplate
,rllows equiprnor)[ to lrr, rnoLrnted under it
where tlrt,y ,rrr, nol linr, lr,rps. I personally

removed a couple of the loops stitched to t
bladders outer shell to remove snag point:
managed to fit six individual weight pocke
my Green Force light canister, and my 5[
under the bladder without any problems.
The harness comes with a bungee system w
two bars on the butt plate for slinging cylindr
and it can easily be adapted to other methc
of attachment. Out of the bag it is loosr

assembled, it comes with plenty of bung
and webbing to complete your f itting. The or

things I added were some D rings and sor
shoulder pads (for some dives where I had

carry my cylinders a way)
I have personally used this
tem diving around
Gambier with the CDAA rn,

I did my course with I

Claridge. I found it idea
the diving I did and loved
fact that it has a much lt

profile than some but
offers plenty of scope for
tomisation. I have also us,

wrecl. diving on the Cool
I found it great for travel
as it is lighter than everr

travel BCD.

The only thing to conside,
you expect to get the hr
out of the bag put it on
go diving, you will be ,

pointed, this is a great h;r

and it will adjust to mo,

and configurations bul
will need Lo puI in a litll,,,
to feel the reward
Personally it is my favr r

way to dive now

Daniel Ussher CDAA 1/4ll,

,ffrrt oI the box the
\Js, ubapro side mount
',y',lcrn looks very attractive
',1 rorting the familiar x-tek
lrr,rndings. The first impres-
',rorr is that the harness itself
r', vr,ry liqht and almost feels
llirnsy. But once I started to
,rrljLrst the straps and started
lo lrave a good look at the
r onstruction, I found it to be
r;rrite robust. With Stainless
',lr,cl eyelets and double
',tilched make for a very stur-
riy foundation.
llrr: Side Mount rig comes
',l,rndard with bungee straps
,rrrrl butt plate for easy loca-
Irorr of bottom tank clips.
lrLt: any good technical
',r,lup, it all comes down to
llrr,ease of adlustment, and
llrr,Scuba Side mount systent
rillivers. Giving ample web-
lrrrrrl for even the largest of
l)('r\ons to be able to fit com-
lor lably. With most of my
rlrvcs on this rig being done
rrr the Coolidge, Ifound
wrtlr the addition of the
',lroulder pads a must for
rorlfortable carrying of
l,rrrks over longer distance,
lrrrl ,rlso help with the locat-
rrrrl of the shoulder clips for
llrl top tank clip
llrrrlorwater the unit has a

Vary low profile in both 25lb and 45lb units with
the 45lb unit wraps lower around the waist so it
keep it low and snug. Clips are easy to reach and
gverall the unit is extremely comfortable and an
lxtremely good performer.

Mark Robertson
M1282180

Quldellnes asked Scubapro for a gear
llrvlaw from some of their users,
h hope you find their opinions informative.

I
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Destination: South Africa

Namibian sinkholes
By Pierre Constant

Nobody eould imagine for a minute ffiaf filam,hla Is a diving desfinatlon; and despife ifs 3000 lrms

st toastllne, thls ls the mere frufh. Sorn ro*rghly 5 miftrlon years agc amd oruginatrutgt rut .Anfarcftca,

tha cold Benguella currentflaws a/ong the coast from souffr fo morth creafrng a coasfal deserf.

The marine fernperafures are a$ouf ?"}oC on averege uuiffa am aln'losf nr'f ursrbdtfy resu/ttngl frorm

stlrred up waters and ammrpresenf samd. Ihese wafers are rfrft rn frsfr and marime life, due fo ffie
upwelling of the Sengurof/n culyernf. ?0 specres *re curremftry hanresfed; hake, monkfis*r" sCI/e,

kingklip, snoek... but also horse mrarkere/ n Scom&orlapomicurs x" prTcfiards, anrhovies, skrpl'ock,

tuna, alhacora, spadefrsh and pe/agruc shark. ,Aguacunfure is prorrfiq, wifPr a su&stanfiaf producfi'on

of oysters in Walvis Bay, Srnrakopmund and Luderitx (6 rn#/rorlJreari, a&aione famls, mussels and
aEar agar in {.uc$erifa nof to forget roc& lobsfers and deep vrater rrabs"

There is hope at the end of the tunnel,

though. Some 30 years ago, caves and sink-

holes were discovered. ln the good old days

of the German colony (1890-1915), the
farmers of the north east would draw water

from these sinkholes with electric pumps, to
inigate their farms. 100,000 years ago, San

or Bushmen knew about their existence,

these inspired fear and the belief was that
whoever fell in would not come out alive!

r,r. r, . ii lnr rlLi .

-$"

(cil1il Ptr!iu

Once upon a time called Sud-West Afrika by

the Germans, the actual territory of Namlbia

is a very olrl land, geologically speaking

Well bcforc ttre rreation of Gondwanaland,

somi, 'r40 million years ago, the Earth was a

hlrrlc ixoan with some isolated 'cratons',

wlrir lr arr: <rnrmonly referred to as the orig-

inal crust of the planet. 2500 million years

aqo, southern Africa was made of two cra-

tons. the Congo craton in the north and the

Kalahari craton in the south, both separated

by a SW-NE extension of the ocean, known

'i.-ai'

,.,
. df'

Aigamas cave entrance

F.lf'
n\,
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u,i. t$
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cave, by Alessio Fileccia
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as Damara Sea. Limestone like deposits were then
generated, well before the collision of the Kalahari cra-

ton with the Congo craton, and the subsequent sub-

duction of the former under the latter. 300 MY ago,

Namibia was located near the South Pole and affected

by tremendous glaciations. These

ended 280 MY ago, when this

parl of the continent broke off
from Antarctica.

The calcareous reef thus created

in the Damara Sea, 750 MY ago,

were not made of coral -since it

did not exist yet- but were secret-

ed by cyanobacteria, better

known as stromatolithes. These

encrusting algae are the oldest liv-

ing forms on the planet (3500

MY). Deposited over a period of
100 million years, these sedi-

ments formed layers of dolomite

CaMg(CO3)2, 5000 metres thick.

Mind blowing? The intensive erosion that followed

over the next 500 Ml brought about the dissolution

of the carbonates, a process known as karstification.

Lime or dolomite, are eroded by an acid carbonic solu-

tion, related to rainfall.

The "magic triangle" is found in the Otavi Mountains,

between Tsumeb, Grootfontein and Otavi. At least 83
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caves, chasms or sinkholes have been listed since

1974. Agood number of those have been surveyed by

Germans, South African, Swiss... speleologists since

1967 and even earlier. During one of my numerous

lrips lo Namibia since 1992 -being myself a cave diver

I r1r,r rili'rl to find out about this. Accompanied by my

lr ior rr l lr,l,,rr, rki Masuda, we show up at Aigamas farm,
orrl rrrorrirrrlol April 1st2013. Cordiallywelcomed by

Axi,l Il,rrrlr, ,r l,rll (lerman farmer straight out of the

rlovir,. orrl ol AIriia >, we also meet Chris and

5loll, llrr, llr lrrrr,r rJivt'rs from Namibia, who will be

tgr1rr,",l,l, ',,1 1,,r1 lt, ,,r'r'l sp6Ut,1r.

ln Herero language < Aigamas ) means 'Biq W.lter'.
We drive up a mountain ridge with the 4x4. The cave

has a tent shape, tipi like , along a south to north frac-

ture in dolomite limestone. < lts a 120 metres pro-

gression in the dark... > explains Axel on a sketch

map. The gradual slope is negotiated with a metallic

stainruay, then we make our way with some ropes on

slippery boulders covered with debris, until we reach

the platform overlooking the pool of water, 18 metres

long. An iron ladder plunqes 5 m below down to the

water level.

"An exploration was done by a Swiss-ltalian team in
2011-12", starts Axei. Lead by Gerald Favre of the
"Societe Speleologique Genevoise", the survey

map was done by Alessio Fileccia from ltaly. The max-

imum depth of the dlve was 93 metres, bLrt the bot-
tom was not reached. Aiqam,rs s ,r vory n,rrrow frac-

Iurr, lll,rl plLrrnrrcls inlo llrc vo rl.



My quest today is stimulated by an encounter with tlrl
Aprilfish (from the French saying: un poisson d'Avril')

Endemic to the site. 'Clarias cavernicola' or giant cavl

catfish, is a very unique species, met at the surface r.rl

the water, where it feeds on the floating quano ol

bats. A prori blind, the fish is about 16 to 25cm lonq,

sulphur yellow in colour, with two tiny pin head likr

turquoise blue eyes. The rounded head has the shapt

of a bony helmet, pointed like an arrow behind thr'

nape. Eight conspicuous barbels are found around the

mouth, which enable the cave catfish to detect its

food or else. A long dorsal fin, two small pectoral fins,

two pelvic fins and a long anal fin that ends towards

the tail, which is short and straight. Clear chevron

markinqs are visible along the sides, The body is com-

pressed, fusiform and eel like. Some specimen show

an atrophy of the eyes, which become globulous and

useless. The ancestor of Clarias cavernicola is from the

Kunene or Okavango River further north, in the time

when these rivers were flowing into the Etosha Pan (3

million years ago).

I s nk rkrwn to a depth of 37 metres. The crack is hard-

ly / rrrclros wido The water temperature is a balmy

,)'r"( . Il,rl (orl).n,! irTe lying on edges underuuater,

,rpp,rrtrrlly urrrl slrrrlrorl by thc catfish above. lt is said

tlt,rl llrr, 1i,,lr lr,r,, ,rlso a cannibalistic behavior on the

yoLrrrr; rrrlivirIr,rlr I ox t Aigamas as a true cave man,

covr,rr,rl rrr Ir,rl tltt,rno.

Sonrr: 20 rnirrrlls rrorllr of Tsumeb, Otjikoto Lake is an

hrstrrric,rl srli, llr,rt rkrpends on the lVatronal Heritage

CoLutcil ol fu,rrrrllrr.r', which rules research and archeol-

oqy A divirrrl pcrmit is compulsory After Chris shows

our papers, and we each pay the N$25 entry fee, we

are welcome to proceed.

I

{

il
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r ti,, rir, l I ri tlrr r )llrltltr.trr
lri,l,,,l, il,, r.rrrrr, ()llllolrr

, r, r l, r ,. 1,,,r,lr,r,l) l()t r,ll
!, i, 1 r,l 11,,, ,111 ,,tll{'(l llt(l

, r .. .', , l .t(lly. ,t\ i[
r 1,r,. i lr,,rr ll ll1,' 1,,,t1,ran.
i:' l, ,i,, IIrr, l IrV, tl ol the fifSt
I ii,,l ,,,rrr',, llrr' ,,rlr, was a trading

l),,,1 l,rl,,r 0rr, llte SUfrOUnding
I rr L rrvr ,rr , ( lll, 1(l1d by afmed men
l. ;r;r,yr,11l ,lny exploitation Of the
,r)lrl )('r or(, whrch was plentiful
tl rlrr, ( )llikoto was discovered by
, lr, rr ,,s Anderson and FranCiS
t,,rllol, rn May 185'1 . For the
,t,, ,l,,rli:t:, this is a perfectly crrcu-
l,rr rlolomitrc sinkhole in the karst
ol llte Damara Beit. Shaped like a

r,rl,rbash, the lake has a drametre
ol 102m and a surface of

,Ml,h.Qr

t ,t . .. Clris and Steff entering
,. . ,."' the water in full gear -

,*sq
'm

Chris and letsuaft{i.;
swimming to the
entry point over

"The Reef"

701\tt2 lf the depth at the centre has been
r,v,rlLt,tlrrJ at 71m, the max depth on the sides
r;or,s wcll boyond 145m, and to this day
rlr rr, rir r,, rrnknown.

"( otnt, ott, I'll show you the dive plan!...,,,
',lrorrt,, ( lrrir with excitement, as we near the
i,rir;r'ol llro rlrli for a panoramic view.,,Our
Itr',t rltw,i.,'//rl Reef', an acclimatization dive at
il) rn on tln, ,;oLrthern part of the sinkhole,,.
( ,iryln(l llrt' l llilres steel tank, we access the
w,rllr lry,r ,,rl,rll metallic stairway. "The level of
llt' w,ttrt /r,rs rrcye.r been so high, since last
yt,,tt", ltr',tvy rtinfall...", comments Steff.
lirrltrrr; orr ortr back, we cross the lake.

Hoverirtrl ,rlrovr, llte Reef, we ease ourselves
down w tlr tlto ltclp of a chain anchored to the
bottont Ihe rolour of the water being a psy-

chedelic apple qreen, the visibility is rather lim-

rllrl \rxn w(, (,ntcr the pitch darkness. The

lrr,,l sirllrl is that of a pair of Kudu horns (an

,rnlilope) A ine has been extended horizon-

t,rlly over the silty ridge, passing by various

rnarkers: a bicycle wheel, a 40km speed limit

signboard, an old rusted winch and a couple

of toilet bowls, that shine like ivory 1ewels...
lmmediately, Tetsu decides to sit on topl...

The water temperature is acceptable at

20'6C. Dive time will be 41', wlth 15 min-

utes along the bottom. A safety stop of 3

minutes at 6 metres, is followed by a 4' stop

at 3m and a 99ok 02 bottle will be shared

between Tetsuaki and myself. We'll come

out of the water hilariousl
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Aftera3hoursinterval
time, the afternoon dive

is to be serious stuff.

Twin tanks are used this

time, with a mix of '19%

02 and 30% Helium.

During WWI, the
'Deutsche Schutztruppe'

of the German colony

was attacked by the
forces of the Union of
South Africa. Pushed

north as far as Tsumeb,

the army of the Reich

capitulated. To prevent

their weapons to fall in

enemyb hands, the Germans dumped all their canons,

ammunitions and guns, late June 1915 at Otjikoto"

A number of these war
relics have been sal-

vaged in the 1960's

and 1980's by intrepid

recreational divers from
Tsumeb and are

exposed today at the
small Tsumeb Museum.

The dive at 57m is

done over a highly
volatile sedimentary
bottom. There lies

upside down the
'Cannon' and its two
wooden wheels. Built

by the company
Friedriech Krupp in

1903, the 3,lcm automatic

machine gun (POM-PON/) shot
projectiles of 1 pound (4509rams),

with a maximum range of 2150

rrr,'lrcs. A perfectly restored speci-

nr{,r) can be admired at the

l,,rrrrrclr Museum. The Germans

lr,rvl llrrown 300 to 400 wagons
ol ,rrrrrrrrnilions, 24 cannons and

ii',/./'r M,ltsr,rs. The stay at 57m

r[,1rllr r', r,rllrr,r slrort. The visibility

r', ',1or r r lr',lrr lrlr I lry lhe presence

,,1 ,ltv' ,t , ,\ l,'yy lro.r'r,,1 ammUni-

lion,, l,ry ,rlrottl, ,ttttl ,r few live

shells. Ilrc tlltttn lo lltt' surface

needs 3 di:ro stops. ,rl 9rr, 6m

and 3 metres, thc l,tttttr two on

pure oxygen.

"lkw about some'Fire
W,tlar ' l !" .. suggests

\toll jokingkly, to cele-

brate the event. After a

polite refusal, Tetsu

agrees and ends up tipsy,

as expected!

A bird's flight away in the

direction of Etosha

National Park, Guinas

Lake is an elliptic sink-

hole, 140m by 70m We

pay a visit to the new

owners, Nyck and Ludye

of Cando Farming, pro-

ducers of onions and

potatoes, a farm of 700

hectares. "The access to
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Chris on the "Reef" in full gear



'ilt, ttl lt, l, l',1,'iltt. lt\l,r\' lrt i rltllt'tr'nl l),tttttYs,
, t It ti,, It t. It,.,rtrt I)tlttl)utl',1,)tlot1",cxplainsChrl5.

Itt rlt, ,'l,l 1,4 tlt,'lr',,1 t\tltV poiltt was on the Side

,'l tt.tn,1r1 Lunt,'r wlut t ;t(l to shoot at any diver
rr/r, ,tllt ntlilt,/ /r, iro5s hts teffitofy Secfetly...",
,r r,. I 'lr,ll lwr,rrly ycars have elapsed, and thanks

r, r',, r. llr, , rtr(Iy l)itd is no morel

, ,lr r,r, l,rl (, ', ( rystal clear. The water has a cobalt blue
,,r1, rLr lrrrlrritrn for. The underwater visibility is opti-
r r r, rl Wr, rlr ivc the 4x4 to the bottom of a rocky slope,

r,,,rr ,rrr old pump station in a sceenery of aloe and

,1 ,rr ry ,,lrrubs. Chris has the 1 5 litres tanks ready with a

)1,'f" 0) mix. We access the water with a rusty stair-
(,r',(,, rnissing each and every step .

t lrris and Steff decide to drve with their own
rllrroathers, and give us a free ticket to have our own
ilivr: lmpressive, the walls of the sinkhole drop vertical-
y into the abyss. From hearsay, the maximum depth -

,,uperior to 120m- is still beyond human reach. Carved

into dolomite 700 million years ago, the typical karst

(,nvironment of Guinas reveals the spreading of various
(aves underground. According to geologists, Guinas

would be the 12th largest cave in the world. An

cndemic species of Cichlidae fish was discovered here:
'lilapia guinasana', about 1Ocm long, with a colour

variation from white to almond green, yellowish,

hrown, grey to black.
,i:

A cave catches my attention at 31 metres, with a slope of sed-

iments coming down to 40m in darkness. Baffled, I gaze upon

a long bone lying on the cave floor (oryx?), then I fall upon the

blackened skull, upside down, of an old warthoq Thc lLrrltrt'l

continues at depth, bLowinq away any illltsiott', lo vottlttti'

inside The currosity killed thc birrl

:a-[ ] nd .l,'

I'lor$l :,
ri.tl

..d
,lI' litr;Et ll The second dive at Guinas will be

done clockwise. There, the cliff is

carved into a vast cavern, where I

observe some stalactites on the

roof. Another tunnel disaPPears

underground at 40 metres.. To

my bewilderment, the walls of

the cavern are covered b1l a

metallic dark silver sheen that
reminds me of galena (PbS or

lead sulfur), with a conspicuous
''' 'cooked aspect', Considering

{, t

J" \,';' '

^'S.'.t l.
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fri

region of Tsumeb, already famous for its

copper mines, zinc, lead, sifue; nickel...

- "Time for'Fire Watel!...", jokes Steff,

as he hands a drink to felsu. "Oh no, I

will be drunk again...!" he moans and

laughs at the same time. Tonight, is our

that the temperature of the water is abnormally high

al21"C,l come to the conclusion that the sinkhole is

an active hydrothermal vent, related to some ancient

volcanic activity. Ore deposits occur from a solution of

hot water, which source remains to this day rlncrlr

tain... A visit to the Geological Survey Mtlrt'ttttr tt

Windhoek, confirms the orrLtrrt'tttt'ol rl,rlltr,r irt llrr'

farewell dinner at the 'Drus campsite' restaurant.

\.*
r,n.,'1 !1 $r
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Cave double entrance against
the light of the surface



llr. r )l,wr [,ll,url,lr., l,rrtrr 1r,rt,tl['l rirk;r's itxlonding
r.,r I 1,, \r\r,,,1 r\ rrrrrtl ll i.,l,,lii ltc.tsures. and Some,

I r i lr,rrrlr r,rvr,, lr,rvl lritn ClaSSified aS 'National

[,1,,111 11q,,111' /\l l(r4 irrr abOVe Sea level, Harasib
( lr,r',rr .r t.! oI ,r lrrrrestone ridge is truly impressive.

/\ v,,r lr,rl prl ol rnore than a 100 metres, it is only
,,,i,',',rlrI, lor ltighly confirmed speleologists. ln .June

.'01/, (,(,rald Favre and his team have led an

lxplor,rtory mission, with a technical dive to a depth of
l4lrn underwater... still bottomless. Not far from
Ircre, another marvel of nature is hiding in the dark-

ness of Draqon's Breath Hole. Back in 1 986, the cavers

of the South African Speleological Association (SASA),

discovered a gigantic underground lake of 19,000m2,

ie 200m by 145m. The entry hole is a chimney only 1 m

in diametre. An horizontal progression of 10 metres,

leads us to a crack and a dead end. "From here, it is a

120m vertical drop, abseilrng to the level of the

lake. .", conlums Chris with a smile.

Our exploration tlr,rlrlcr ol N,rrrilri,rrr r,rvr,,,,rnrl sink

holes is closed for now. ll,u I lo ( rlr,rrrlr ( ru,',ll,rrrrr, wo
recover frr)tll oLtt r,troliol', A rlrlr rrr llrr,r rxrl w,rlr,r', ol

the switnmitrrl 1rrxr1 ,rrrl,rrolllrr,r'r or r llrl l,rwrr, wll
do tlrl lrrr k I

Pierre Constant has been leading trips to
Namibia for over 20 years. He will organize
a dive trip there in October 2014.

Contact: calaolife@yahoo.com
www.calaolife.com
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a Slovmkxffiru ffimmx
By Peter Buzzacott

Whcn I asked a mate about diving underground in Slovakia he suggested a
road trip spanning the country, starting with a talk ahout diving science

and Australian cave diving near the capital, Bratislava.

We met near the venue in time for Miro to give us a gone by. Both the castle and the cathedral in the
guided tour of the city. Though not as famous as centre reflect this. Coincidentally there was a

Vienna itwas nonetheless where Mozart played as a Slovakian cultural festival taking place so we were
child and Habsburg Kings were crowned in days bathed in lively Slovakian folk music and surrounded

..i'
rlt

.t:i]

t/$

by people rn traditional costume. ln the
evening around 20 local technical divers
gathered in a former wine cellar
beneath a popular restaurant, we set up

the projector and I spoke about a few
rlrvinq medicine experiments l've taken
p,rrl n, ftrllowed by a slideshow on the
Nrrll,rrlror Miro lltcn spoke about the
,,,',rr' ,1,',,, lt,,rr ll deCOmpfeSSiOn

rr,,,r',rrr lr ,rrrr1, ir lr,rrlic ular, the three and
,i tr,rll rrrillron crrro srtries of diving exper-
imcnts wc.tri, ltolh engaged in at
European universi[ies.

The next morning began with a leisurely

breakfast and by 10am our road-trip
started. Open, rural countryside gave

way to forests, we passed through small
and picturesque villages beneath the
Tatra mountains and by the end of the
day we had arrived at our mountain
lodge. This was a highlight for me as l'd
dived caves in this range two years ago
from the Polish side and now it felt as

though I was continuing my cave diving
odyssey across Eastern Europe. We ate
traditional Slovakian meals in the nearby

tavern (l had the deer, it was perfect), hit
the hay early and rendezvoused at
dawn. Our first dive, the Dubnik Opal

Mine, was not far away.

Located in the foothills this traditionally
hand-carved mine is rumoured to be

one of the oldest in Europe. Around the
entrance there are countless large
mounds of tailings wh ch locai Gypsies

are known to pick through in search of missed

gems. We carried our klt through 600m of classical

intimate passage and deposited it by the wooden

stairs leading down into the water. Four oil-filled

miners lamps completed the scene beautifully, it

was like a Hollywood movie set. Quietly we geared

up. The crew I was a guest of are highly active in DIR

Slovakia so we were all diving Hogarthian, although

lwas actually using a Dive Rite Nomad instead of a

metal backplate because I would be sidemounting in

Budapest next.

Our plans were clear and we'd pored over a map

after dinner the night before. We stepped down

into the four degree water, clipped our stages on

and then it was time to go. From the very st;lrl llr',

cave is special. Large carved pillars of slotrt' ',rt1rltot I

the roof and our liqhts refratt ,lrotltlil lilt'ttr ttt llrr'

lighter places. Elsewhetrt' llrc tor k i', ',( ) ( l, rr l\ 1 'v('r I

i.

' ,.ii..

t.:

lit"l

, 'i:li

;fi'
; "if

)..

our most powerful lamps fade

to nothing in a surprisingly

short distance. In one particu-

lar passage we had discussed

over dinner, Iarge f lakes of
orange silt began raining

down on me as I followed
Peter Kubicka, his exhaled

bubbles scouring the ceiling

above us. I knew it must be

even worse for Fero who was

last in our single f ile, so I

picked up the pace and closed

the gap behind Peter K. This

immediately improved the visi-

bility, (for me anyway). We

lr,'i,r\

,i , \-l

\
\'{
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Ir jrl was f init, brr',rllrrrrrl r,,r,,y ,trtr1, although by now
we had been swintnrirtrl lor ,rrorrnd 45 minutes, I

was happy with the world. I)ctor irtrlrcated the bot-
tom of the elevator shaft and.rt ,r iiille over 3Om
deep I was starting to earn some deco. l'd finished
my first stage of EANx32 and had switched to my
second so we signalled our status to each other,
agreed the turn, then we circled a large stone pillar
and Fero led us out. Knowing these may be my last
minutes in this particular mine I burned the view into
my brain. My eyes and nasal passage were also fjnd-
ing the acidity in here a refreshing experrence.

l'd described my Nullarbor water temperature
research to the guys and as a pilot trial we were ali
wearing a logger each during this dive. lnterestingly
the temperature rose steadily to 4.5.C as we started
the dive along an upper level before levelling off at
4. 1"C in deeper water, but this climbed +0.1"C at
around the elevator shaft so it is possible that
groundwater is entering the mine somewhere
around here. This is where I would start looking
anyway, there and definitely at the end of the fjrst
passa ge.

*""q
'\}"*j\"'q\i

l*-

!
vrsited the top of a large elevator shaft before glid-
rnrl weightless down flights of carved stone stairs
I)own and down we slowly flew, perfectly poised in
tlre midst of each passage and once again I mental-
ly patted myself on the back for having the skills it
lakes to relax and really enjoy this experience. My

\,..it*

na

41
,I

\}
,rt

.t .\

We ascended the stone stairs and approached a

The way out was marked to the eft bul Polcr Jcri rr',

straight on into it regardless. I w,rs lt't'ltnt1 r ool lry

now and shot Fero a "Question?" signal but he just

replied with a "watch Peter" so I did and soon we
reached the end of this blind passage. Peter had

described this to me during the briefing but only

now I recalled what was happening. I was glad he

wasn't taking me on another 45 minute tour, thatb
for sure, Fero led us out, then we surfaced inside the
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half-air half-water part of the mine with still maybe

100m to go before reaching the stairs out of the
water, but the line continued on right till the exit,

not just to the nearest air. A small point but, in my

opinion, a potentially important one if there is the
possibility that a diver might surface disoriented
while still underground and waste precious heat

border and a thermal-spring cavern called Tornala,

but that in itself is a story for another day. I shook
hands goodbye with my new and dear Slovakian

friends. I do not think I could have snagged more

hospitable hosts and I sincerely hope one day I can

repay their unfettered generosity by showing them
our Australian caves. Slovakia, you rock! I

reserves searching for the exit,

such as you find in other mines.

We humped our gear the 600m

out to sunlight, where I discov-

ered that all my brass was shiny.

Outside we met some locai gyp-

sies and they were kind enough to
discuss the history oI the various

nterconnected mines that form
lhis extensive and complex sys-

l(,r]r We saw foundations of cen-

lur t'r old miner's huts, biq ventila-
liorr ',lr,r{ls in the forest floor and

wl wonri'rt,d aloud if it would be

l),,, ilr1,, lrr .1rroSS the Watef Via

orr,n lr,rrlrr rr,rr ,rnd to head back

1ow,rrr1, llrl lrrrl ol the line. The

lrllt l,,rrr',,',t,, .r1 r.r l,,rVC an envi-

,rlrlt, ;r,ryr;r,rrrrrrl lrlrc I wish we
lr,rrl ,rtr o1r,rl rrrrn, rlr, llri', in West

Au',lr, rlr, r

Wt' tr' 1t,r llr I llrr' ,,rt , ,rtr,l lr,',rrl

lrl wr,',1, low,rrrl, llrl llrrrrr;,rrr,rrr

r Several sofas, LCD television, DVD, Stereo

. Bunks for 10,1 double upstairs o Private double downstairs

. Doonas and pillows supplied .2 spacious bathrooms

. Drying ateas - indoor and out ' Compressors weltomed

. Plenty of parking . Gas BBQ . Whiteboard , ,^^rl<

: ['ffi::lu;f$H:,T ::]l j,{[$iJilli;;''

E: deb@bbkk.com.au Ph:0419 882 800
www.debwiliams.com.au $30 pp per night.
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at the Divers Church, K,
The Huge open plan living room and kitchen is warmed by a wood burning stove

with all the cooking appliances you could ever need.
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lllaia; I 2,500-Year-Old
Sfteleton Sheds Light on
First Americans
llrr. wr,ll prr.,,r,rvlrl, gonetically intact skele-

torr ul ,r lr,r,rr,rqt girl who lived about 13,000-

l/,000 yr,,u\ ,rgo in what is now Mexico is

lu.lprrrr; rcsolve a long-standing question of
llrr, link between first Americans

(l',rlr,o,rnrericans) and modern Native

Arrrr'rir,rns.

/\ I. rrrr ol sr ience divers led by Alberto Nava Blank

1 r, ,r r r l'r oyrt to de Espeleologia de Tulum discovered

1lrr,',Ir,r,ton along with remains of giant ground

,lrrtlr',, qomphotheres, saber-toothed cats and

rrr,ny other extinct animals deep inside a sub-
rrrr,rryr,rl chamber in the Sac Actun cave system in

tlrl rirslern Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico, in 2007.

llrly named the girl Naia and the location'Hoyo
Nlrlo' (Black Hole) because of the hole's vast

rrrrlx,nctrable darkness. The pit, described as a

rI,rp, massive chamber 6l meters in dtameter, was

',o v,rst it absorbed all vlsible light from powerful

rrrrrk,water lights that could not see the other side

ol llre chamber.

NoW a team of scientists led by Dr Thomas Stafford Jr. from

A,rrlrus University has accurately determined the Naia s age.
" lrrrlividuals f rom 9,000 or more years ago have morpholog-

i,rl attributes distinctive from later Native American peoples.

Wlr,rt we have here is the unique combination of an adoles-
({,rrl Paleoamerican skeleton with a Native American DNA

lr,rpkrtype," said Prof Douglas Kennett of Pennsylvania State

I lr r vers ty, a co-author of the paper published in the journal

',( i(,nce.
" llrc challenge, to date, has been finding a fossil of an adult
r onrplete enough to do the morphology work, preserved

lrroLrqh to have mitochondria DNA, while at the same tirne

lr,rvinq appropriate material for dating. Naia, the most com-
pk,lc human skeleton found, meets those requirements,"

',,u1 ro-author Dr Yemane Asmerom from the University of
Nr,w Mexico.

Allcr lraditional and wel accepted direct-dating methods

Lrrl'r] because the bones were mlneralized from long emer-
', ol irr warm salty water with n this limestone cave system,

llrr, ',r cntists built a geochronological framework for Naia

rr',rrrr1 ,r unique combination of techniques.
llrly rrcri global sea level rise data to determine when the
(,rvr,',y,,1{,rTr, which at the trme Naia and the extinct animals

r,rt(,r(\i w,r\ dry filled with water The site is now 40 meters

lrlIrw,,r,,r krvcJ and sea level rise would have rased the
rtr,)un(lw,1l(,r lovr:l n the cave system and submerged every-

tlrrrrr l lrr,lwctn (), /00 and 10,200 years aqo. So nitial estr-

rr rtr, ,rl llrl l,rlr,sl llr;rl animals and humans could have

vr,r f ,,rI ltlo llrl r,rvi' ,,ysllrn was 9,700 years ago.
I I, r w, r', l,,r rr rr I r lr,r,1 r I rr,1r rw lrxl,ty's r;rottnd surface in a col-
,r1, ,,rI r Ir trrlr,,r r lrrlr,r 1r,rI lo lltr'',Ltt1,trt'vi,t ,r wob of now

flooded tunnels. Because the caves are limestone, mineral

deposits continued to form while the cave was largely dry
The researchers noticed accumulations of calcium carbonate

which could be accurately dated using the uranium thorium

method. Because these drip water deposits formed on top of
NaiaS bones, their date must occur after she fell in the cave.

The oldest one dated so far is 12,000 years old.

The radiocarbon dating of the DNA tooth enamel yielded a

maximum age for Naia of 12,900 years ago.
"Unfortunately, we can't rule out that the tooth enamel is

contaminated with secondary carbonates from the cave sys-

tem, but we removed potential contaminates using standard

techniques," Prof Kennett said.

"We consider this a maximum age and when combined with
the uranium thorium dates from the adhering speleothems,

we argue that the skeleton dates between 12,000 and

13,000 years ago. Well placed as a Paleoamerican."
Naia's skull shape does not look like those of Native

Amer:icans, but the Beringian-derived mitochondrial DNA D1

haplogroup directly links her to the modern Native peoples of
the Americas.

This is consistent with the hypothesis that her ancestors' ori-
gins were in Beringia, a now partially submerged landmass

including parts of Siberia, Alaska and the Yukon.

Early humans moved into this area from elsewhere in Asia

and remained there for quite some time.
During that time they developed a unique haplotype that
persists today in Native Americans. Genetically,

Paleoamericans have similar attributes as modern Native

Americans even if their morphology appears different.

Source: cavrngn ews.comlcave-diving
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Phantom Springs Cave
Becomes Deepest
llnderwater Cave in the U.S.

An early January expedition to explore Phantom

Springs Cave in Texas saw divers hit a depth oI 140.8

meters (462 feet), making it the deepest undcrwatcr

cave system known in the United States.

Following the success of the 2012 expedition, which

unexpectedly extended the maximum depth of Phantom

Springs Cave from 24 meters (79 feet) to 72 melen (237

feet), a hand-picked group of the United States' best

undenvater cave explorers assembled in the Texas desert

from January 5-11,2013 with a goal to push it even fur'
ther and deeper.

The team, composed of members who specialize cave

survey, underuvater high-definition videography and pho'

tography, and cave biology and seiencc, was organized

into groups, each with specilic tasks,

The survey team, whose goal was to improvr: and update

the old Grade 3 survey, spent a total of 37,7 man'hours

of diving and managed re-survey artd sketch a total of
1758 miters (5,769 feet) to Grade 4 survrty, They also

were successful in adding some 329 mete'rs (1,080 {eet)

of dry suruey.

Othei teams kept busy setting up sedirnrlnt traps, col'
lecting water quality data, and shooLirtg lttlun ol ltiglt
definition video and still photos both abova qround atlcl

undenvater.
Meanwhile, the exploration team continued {rom wherc

they left off in 2012, when the cave passage rapidly

dropped to the new depth of 72 meters (237 feet).

lo Irwinql the steeply sloping passage, the team quickly

rlroplrrrl to a depth of 98 meters (320 feet) before enter-

rr rr 1 I ror zontal tunnel at a depth of 1 04 meters (340 feet)

A{1r'r only about 61 meters (200 feet), the tunnel opened
,rt llrr, lopof a large, deep, rectangularfracturewhich ran

lrlrptrdicular to the passage. Although it was hard to
rr,rIr' out the floor, rt was estimated that the bottom of
llrr, lr,rr ture would be over 122 meters (400 feet) deep.

A ,,r rl loquent dive on January Bth revisited of the fracture

,rrrrl lound an outgoing passage at the bottom, at a

rr,i orrl depth of 140.8 meters (462 feet), which contin-
rrr,rl lrurizontally as far as their lights could peneilate
llrrlorlunately, encountering these extreme depths
rrrr',nl that continued exploration would go beyond their

lrl,rrrrrrtl safety measures and reluctantly the divers had to

r(,lurn to the surface.

Wrllr llrc maximum depth at the bottom of the fracture

rr,,ri lrinq 140.8 meters (462 feet), Phantom Springs Cave

lr,r', srrrpasses Floridas Weeki Wachee Springs as the

rlr,r'1x'st naturally formed underwater cave in the USA.

l'l,rns ,rrr: already in the works for a return expedition to

1 
rr r',lr llru r ave further, however due to the extreme depth

, )n(l (li\l,ln( o, f uture exploration will require bailout

rolrrr,,rllrr,rs,rnd a potenttally a decompression habitat

p1, rr cr l ovr,r (r,000 feet nto the cave.

Irrrllrlrrrrorr,, ,r,, l'lr,rntom Springs Cave is home to the
i,rrri,rrrr;r,rlrl ( om,trr lro Springs Pupfish and Pecos
( r,ilItll Lt, t, ,tr rr,',', lo Ilrr, r,tvt' ts extremely restricted and

,rrrii 1w,r lrr,rrrr l, ,rrl lvct ttltr<rtrrcntly issued, both of
nilrL, lr rl r rlllnlly,t,',trlttltl rlrrlll,lt klast 2015.

I.r ll ri, r orr I r llr' l'l r, tttlottl')l)l rl(l', (,tvrl 20'l 3 expedition

r,,p()l l,vr ,rl llri,Al )Mlxlt[tt,tltott lr',rltt wilbsite.

'i( I I | | ( (. {. r vrfl 9, t t,w s. <'o ttt/ca v e - cl iv i ttg



NAME Deep

Cavern
-Deep Cave

Lavern
Cave Adv,

Cave

Caves, Caverns and Sinkholes.

Kongorong is a small township approximately 30 min-
utes out of Mt Gambier - close to most of the sinkholes

and only a short drive from Pines, Fossil and Tank Caves.

The huge open plan area is a warm and cosy place to
relax after diving or whilst undertaking the theory com-
ponents of the many courses conducted each year.

There is a large table outside which makes an ideal gear

configuration spot. Rebreathers are often assembled in

this area while relaxing and enjoying a barbeque or meal.

Being surrounded by paddocks you are welcome to run

compressors in the car parking area without fear of dis-

turbing the neighbours. There is plenty of room to park

cars and trailers on the property.

With a mixture of bunkroom and a couple of double
rooms up to 14 people can easily be accommodated.

DALLA-ZUANNA, lohn (CDAA 236)

Mob: 0407 877 060 Yes

E: jdz@paintandcustom,com.au

Yes Yes

All beds have pillows and doonas supplied - you need to
bring your own sheets or sleeping bag and towels. The

upstairs sleeping area is very warm in winter.
The Church is heated by a wood burning heater and also

has reverse rycle heating and cooling.
The small kitchen area is well equipped and there is a

large gas BBQ also.

The local footy club a short walk down the road has

m meals and bar facilities on home footy games -

iry
no need to drive to the pub, and a good chance

to say hi to some of the locals. You'll probably

find our good mate Normie manning the bar.

For information or to make a booking:
Deb Williams 0419 882 800
deb@bbkk.com.au

www.debwi lliams.com.au

Yr

Yr" Yr' ,

Yes Yes Yes

EDWARDS, Chris (CDAA 2247) Yes

Mob: 0417 1'16 372

Email: cedwards@aanet.com.au

HIGGINS, Andrew (CDAA 3329)

Mob 0413 569 164 Yes

t ah3329@gmarl com

Mrl)0NAll), Warrrk (CDAA 1BB2)

Mob 0408.174 112 Yes

I irkr@oceand vers.com au

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

@

Yes

BOWN/AN, lane (CDAA 1 BB0)

Mob 0407 566 455 Yes Yes Yes

E janelbowman@hotmail com

CHAIVBERS, Geoffrey (CDAA 3484)

[i ob: 0438 059 886

[: geoffiel@gmailcom

PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784)

Mob: 0407 445 1 12 Yes Yes

E: gpaynte160@bigpond.com
ffiMc&" #ffi
$lili 1k-

Adv, NAME
Gve

ffi
xw{

/mw

ffi

ffi
I \ [/0i\AC0, RuoensICDAA ]731)

{ * * I [loo 04'3 42g 533 yes

il E: info@idacuba com.au

@.l:l#li{{lr;::' 
yes y's vs 

M[,,Iffil,T*l,,"*' 
*' yes yes

FEATONBY Tim (CDAA Illl)
Worrowing He ghts, N\W

Mob 0402 129 2!l
E. tim.featonby@lrolm, rrl r r rrrr

ALLEN, Terrr (CDAA J4ll i)

N/ob 0419 176 6i.l

E: terri.a en@bakorrli orir,rrr

BARCLAY Gary (CDAA l/ l',)

Mob 0407 527 921

E. garinda@biqpond rorl

PAYNE, Timothy (CDAA 2640) Yes

I,ltob.0448147 927

E: Tim@diveesentials,com

"IIE

,l,Nt .rot4 I'n(!t 44

Yes
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'The Church' Accommodation
ln Fcbrulry 2@2 while cruising around the district tooking at real estate I stumbled across

St, Mldaelsl Catholic Church in Kongorong with a "For Sale,, sign out the front.
A hw qul* phone calls, inspections, meetings with the Councit and wiih local plumber an offer

b purchase was accepted by the local Church committee and the journey to create the Cave
Dlvlng Accommodation in Kongorong was underway. The finat church seruke was conducted,

the pews were removed and at Easter 2012 the renovations comenced.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

vlcroRlA

WALES

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

DAVAC INSTRUCToRS



l(t.nr(.nrlxrr: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.
CN=CAVERN S=SINKHOLE C=CAVE AC=ADVANCEDCAVE

( rottltlt,tn CN DEWNR

/ sa!l(,r\ CN DEWNR

I orsil C

l)irc;rninnie Ponds S DEWNR

'.tt I

n/t ! (,n MIilt il 5n
I worrr l,onrlr

I lorse & Cart

l0n Tree

I ittle Blue

Al l cndale

I l,r Elap

Orr(, lree

l),rv(,'r Cave

I h,lls I lole

l'ir tr,r

Noll[,Bed

\liil(,in(, Nottle Cave

lI l[,bitkly

h tl:lry t

Murl llole C email

I-EVEL OWNER

NiI DEWNR.
PO. Box 1045
Mt Gambier 5290

CN Dale & Heather Perkins

CN Dale & Heather Perkins

5 Dean & Carol Edwards

S Mr. Peter Norman

C Forestry Sth. Australia
Phone: (08) 87242816

. Fax: (08) 8724 2870
' or book on-line via

C/AC the CDAA website
to arrange permit.

ACCESS DETAILS

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment,
Water & Natural Resour(es (DEWNR), Smaller groups, no need.
(08) 8735 1177 Fax: (08) 8735 1 135

General Diving: Divers to contact DEWNR and notify of date
and site to be dived.
Please make requests by phone or fax only.

Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for
the site and carry current financial CDAA membership card.

The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEWNR
before access is permitted and original copy must be received
by DEWNR prior to diving.
Training: The lnstructor is to notify DEWNR of the date the sites
are needed and to forward signed indemnities from each
student and their temporary card number/ membership number.

Permit holders by phone or fax. Be aware of delicate vegetation"
NOTE: Members can login to www.cavedivers.com.au and
download pre-populated lndemnity forms.
NOTE: Divers should renew their Piccaninnie Ponds
indemnities at least 2 weeks prior to the intended dive date.

At least 1 week prior by email: dhperkins@bigpond.com
or phone (08) 8738 4083.

Key available from Simon Livingstone at the Bellum Hotel.

Visit the house be{ore diving. lf no one is home - no dive!

Maximum 3 divers all weekends between May & November
inclusive (check and update on CDAA website).

At least 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experien(e.

Unrestrided days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter
Penetration sections (stop signs)

Unrestricted days or numbers.

Open every weekend. lVlaximum of 4 divers per weekend
undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA site).

Open every w'end max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive
per day (check updates on CDAA website).

Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an
update on CDAA website)

IMPORTANT Divers must advise Forestrv SA of their online bookino
Collect 0ermits from the forestrv office. RHs of
drivewjy to Carter Holt, Jubilee'Hwy, Mt Gambier.

. No diving on Total Fire Ban Days.

. Permit also required to runcompressors during fire danger season.

. Keys for Hells Hole, Nettle Bed, lddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave

can be obtained from Lady Nekon Visitor Ctr on presentation
of Forestry SA permits.

Refer to CDAA website. Twin Tanks - Maximum depth o{ 40
metres on Air. I\/leet at gate of property at 8.55am or 12.55pm.
Book on-line at wwwcavedivers.com or contact
Craig at kilsby@cavedivers.com.au No divinq on Total

LEVEL OWNER
5A (continued)

5/C Generally oPen ontl
weekend a montlr.
Trevor Ashby

I rlr ,r( ( (.,\ (l,rl(,5 (lo lo llr(' ( DnA web page. Nitrox as a
rlrvirrl rrrix is rrol ,rllowt'tl irr llrt'5haft unless a trimix
lrrrlrr,,r'rrcnt is lrcltl but rloco tnixes.tttached to the shot line
.rr, lrtrrrrissiblc. Refer to 5haft access bullctin within CDAA

ll(rlul,rtioils. Divers applying to dive in thc Shaft for the first time

rlrrrt rkrr rrrncnt dive experience with twin tanks.
I r,tlrLo,rl lorrrr oJl r",vt'lrstlt'.

ol)1,)in kcy from lVt Gambier Tourist lnformation Centre.
n((css agreement must be signed priorto diving. 2 divers must
sirln out keys, all divers must sign in advising which groups they
,rrc diving with. Diving should be avoided after heavy rain due
to possible water contaminance. Diving hours are now
rr:stricted to 8am to 8pm CST.

Download lndemnlty from Web Page. Access available for
r.xlxrrienced Penetration divers only. Access agreement must

be siqned prior to diving. Allow 4 wks for indemnity process.

A(r,ss N/lrnagcr: David Fielder.
I rr,ril: l,rnk< rvc@cavedivers.com.au

Ar r r',,,, M,rrr,rrlor: lvlJtthew 5kinner.
I rrr,rrl lr,rkr,rsr,rvt'(icavcdivers.com.au
( lrrrrlr rr; r,rluiprrt'nl rcquircd.
oll rr(,u)l)('r rnrrsl lr,rvr: prcvious dive experience at site.

Alrlrly rrr wrrlrnr; lor pcttnission to dive at least 4 weeks in
.rlv,rrrr c rrl lrl) lor l)i\lIi(t l\4anaqer,

I)r,l).rlr)(,nl ol I nvir{)nrncnt and Conservation (DEC).,

l'( ) llox ,/ J4, I \lx'r,rl(c, W.A. 6450.

l'lrorr' {0t}) 
()0t}.i 2100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.

Apply irr writirrg or email for permission to dive
,rl lr..rsl Iour weeks in advance of trip.
Miss Sh,rnnon Alford,
I rrr,ril: Shannon.alford@lands.wa.gov.au
l'lronc: (08) 6552 4661 Fax: (08) 6552 441 7
P.o. Box 1143, West Perth WA 6872.
n \ito indemnitv form must be filled out for each visit to
llr(' \ito. Divinq'permission acknowledged by otti(ial letter
from Land Owner.

Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for this
t,rve deoendino on its water level at the time.
I he rave has a-restriction at the entrance which is underwater
makinq it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level

drops to form a small lake below the restriction allowing
cxperienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave.

Af feried by hiqh COz levels during Summer/Autumn.
Ar r o:s ir r o ordinated with the Wellington Caves mdnagemenl
by Crng Rydn Email: gjryan@gmail.com. Phone (0)) 9143 4151.

Unrestricted access (urrently exists - Please refcr to website.

Plcase refer to website.
Thcre are no specific access arrangements.

SITE
MT. GAMBIER

Shaft

Engelbrechts
- East
- West

Three Sisters

Tank Cave

Baker's Cave

N{JLLARBOR WN
Cocklebiddy

Murra El Elevyn

Tommy Grahams

Burnabee

Olwolgin Cave

Weebubbie

WELLINGTON CAVES

Limekiln (McKavity) cave

Ml (i,rtrrlrtlt ( otttr tl

C Ir'srt'r' l'lr Olt lll,) |',','r,2
AC Own('r |)lrr & !li'l)ort(ll,tt

A( Mtlltr lrl ( ottttt tl

( l.Ir.l & llrrrr r.\,rlltn

S District Council of Grant Permission not required - must carry card.

C District Council of Grant Obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist lnformation Centre.

Water (Anticline) cave (

Rum Jungle Lake 5

Burrinjuck Dam S/C/AC

l)l (

l)l(

lrl (

l)r,l,,rln)i.nl rrl l,rrrlr, WA

I)('l),r tnr(,ll ol l ,tttrlr, WA

I)r,l),llrl(.nl ol l,ttttls, WA

Wr,llilr(ll()il (,lv0s

Wcllirrr;lol (,rvt'r

Crxlrn,rlir: Corrrrttttttily
Govl Corrnr il

NSW Parks & Wildlifc

( /A(

(

NSW
( /A(

A(

^f 
conservationandrecreation
@forestrysa.com.au

AC Forestry Sth. Australia

AC Forestry Sth. Australia

\ l,rnrkrwncr leased
lo ( I)AA

Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Plcasc bo considerate of landowners wishes.
CN = CAVERN S = SINKHOLE ( (nVE AC = ADVANCED CAVE

lllllt -tilt.t t.l\r,t 4t,

No animals, visitors or mid week diving allowed. Firc 0.n Days

JUNE 2014 - PAGE 47

CDAA SITE ACC s-




