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GUIDELINES is a newsletter of the Cave Divers
Association of Australia. All articles for the following
issue are to be sent to the Publications Director;
Email: publications@cavedivers.com.au

All articles and submissions shall automatically
constitute an expressed warranty by the contributor
that the material is original. We assume no responsi-
bility for unsolicited material. Articles may be
reprinted in part or in full in other magazines as

determined by the CDAA and authors provide full
permission. Private advertising for caving and diving
equipment may be advertised free at the discretion
of the Editor. Opinions expressed in GUIDELINES

are those of the individual authors and are not
necessarily those of the C.D.A.A.
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- Minimum of two students to run courses
- Flexible dates to suit you and your buddy or group
- Discount for groups of 4

lf you hold a currenl CDAA Deep Cavern Cerilflcatlon
and are looklng to complele ono ol the ebova cout aa,
you can now do liese courses ln Mt Oamblen
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For more information please contact Rubene
0413-429-533 or 03 5981-155,
Email: info@idcscuba.com.au Coursc lnlor^matlon
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Ttrll Exferrded



Lodge Featuresl
. Accommodates 14 divers in 7 rooms;

three double bedrooms and four rooms
each with two single beds.

. Two separate socialising areas

. Endless hot rainwater showers in
two separate bathrooms.

. Airfills, Nitrox, Trimix, high pressune 02

. Undercover gear drying

. Barbeque facilitates

ffe-
r Deep cavern to cave :]f
. Approved TDI Facility offering full range

of TDI Technical Courses, Nitrox, Trimix,
Deco Procedures and Extended Hange.

. CCR Training KISS

. Sidemount

AquiferTec Australasia
r Specialist importers of Technical Cave Diving Gear,

. Ss#ffiq,!x $3itl* $"dgfues: **e*fr pt iu*uf
o Shearwater Computers: Full range Petrel 2 and

NERD Best prices in Oz,

o Best prices in Australasia for the range of SANTI
drysuits, undergarments and after-dive wear.

o $ole &u*fln;li;r*lnn imp.l*ri.ur {"*r fi{T'fiil Li$caster$.

r {-ifiht &l}u*key ilgittri: /.h"r*1,ru:lir'* ["h'iry!*;ri and st ill
thc fu*sl {mp*r'il*1 l:ur;t pl'i*** rl*y dilg, just a*lt.

o Armadillo Side Mount systems.
. All 02 Cells, Dive Soft Trimix and 02 analysers.
* fifi{Q,s l(i$,$ SiEl*w*r;nt ffirieKick, !:xpl*:rer.

o 300mtr high pressure fill lines.
r Fill whips, digital gauges.
. Bemote fill manifolds.

. Spools & Reels.

. Narked@90.

Dear members

Welcome to the March 2016 edition of Guidelines.

Firstly I am pleased to announce that Meggan Anderson has accepted the role of CDAA Records Officer
and during the past couple of months has been shadowing me in learning the ropes. Effective immedi-
ately Meggan will be issuing membership, instructor and qualification cards and servicing member
enquiries regarding records, renewals, etc. Meggan can be contacted on email records@cavedivers.com.au

or on mobile 0415 291 9O4.

lnstructors are still to submit record of training forms as per the current process to the address listed when
card activation payments are made. Please support us in welcoming Meggan.

AGM 2016 has been set for Saturday 22 October and will be held in Mt. Gambier. John Vanderleest, our
National Director has indicated he will not be standing for re-election - please read the National Committee
Update for more information.

ln this edition of Guidelines we profile lan Lewis a long standing respected member of the association. We
also have member articles on diving in Mexico and Madagascar and gear reviews. Also in this issue we
lift the lid of solo diving and explore the evolving attitudes towards its wider acceptance.

Happy reading and until we meet in the next issue in June ...

Rowan Stevens *3177 I Publications and Records Director
M:0417 550 509 I E: publications@cavedivers.com.au

.".1:re*r:l fi[lv* cliving l**a]ly *r o:r*rs*affi?
d*pn*e & e&w& eeeee'se?

harl a new riave diving experieilfi'e?
$xmcx6ht srnnre meryu Semi, **ra* ymnr mbsmlmtely Xqnwe?

We Want Your latest Experience in Wniting...
So come on, write us Your stony for Guidelines!

ffimmil *mr Euiclelines@caveclivers.com,au

Articles for Guidelines JUNE 2016 - Deadline is May" 20th
. Send articles and jpeg images by email to guidelines@cavedivers.Gom.au

Pine Tank trive Lodge
AquiferTec Australasia
Lake Edward Rd Glencoe,

Mobile: 0438 833 103
Email:
Email:
Web:

Sth Australia
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Being Directors of the CDAA are interesting roles. You

are sunounded by other volunteers, all passionate to
contribute to the running and development of our

sport; you receive very rewarding emails from people

who simply wish to thank you for your efforts; and you

get abusive emails from people who think that because

they pay their membership they have a right to abuse

you and our volunteers when they do not get what
they want.

Fortunately, the positives outweigh the negatives. And

to remain positive, both for the Directors and the

Association, there needs to periodic change in the lead-

ership team. Planned leadership change is a good

thing. lt's not about finding a mini-me, but about

ensuring that your successor is properly prepared.

ldeally, a successor would not think the same as the

incumbent. Rather, they should bring about fresh ideas

and new energy.

To help bring about this ideal, I would like to formally

announce that I do not intend to stand for office when

I come up for re-election in2017, and invite any and all

people who would like to take on the role of National

Director; to come fonruard to be engaged in our strate-

gic thinking and planning. And when the time comes

for a leadership change, hopefully we do not suffer

from the loss of momentum.

So, speaking of running the CDAA, what has hap-

pened over the past 3 months? As you are aware, due

to a change in Property Title and the inclusion of open

water divers in Kilsby's sinkhole, our access arrange-

ments needed to be rewritten. In the new agreement,

there were 2 items that required legal discussion and

are presently in the hands of the Kilsby's legal team
(and hopefully this is resolved before you are reading

this issue of Guidelines).

With our own site, Tank Cave, we are working through

the development of a master site plan. While this

might seem like an overkill, simple things like the exten-

sion of the existing shed or installation of a permanent

toilet need planning approval. lf we do not do this

properly and someone is hurt, we stand the chance of
our insurer not covering us. I would hate to see the loss

of this site because of litigation by one of our own

members.

Thc master plan does not mean we intend to build

cvt,ryllrinr; on the plan. lts about ensuring that any

rk,ti,,urrr rrr,rrk'Iry lhc members of today, does not

irnprrk'wlr,rl rrrr,rrrlx'rs ol tornorrow may want. When

llu,rr,r',lt,r pl,rn i', prr,p,rrrxl, wc wrll be asking you what
il ,rny ol llri,, yorr rn,ry w,lr)l lo do today. For example,

do we want to lr,rvl t,rrrrpitrq facilities, do we want
showers etc.

Finally, we are happy to .)nnounce that we have locked

in the date for the AGM tlris year, to be held on the

22nd October, 201 6 in Mount Gambier Our

lnternational guests are Don and Andre Shirley from

South Africa. Both accomplished divers in their own

rights, it will be a pleasure to host them.

As always, may your drysuit remain wet on the outside.

lohn Vandedeest

On Behalf of the National Committee.

John Vanderleest,

National Director

Peter Horak,

Business Director

Linda Claridge,

Standards Director

John Dalla-Zuanna,

Site Director

Rowan Stevens,

Publications and

Records Director
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. Linen consists of fitted bottom sheet,
top sheet, doona, pillow & pillow case,
quilt and a towel..

6 individual bedrooms'

An *ni' t*o single beds & linen'

. Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing
for a secure area for personal effects.

. Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refriqerator
two microwaves, crockery & cutlery, toaster
and kettle), kitchen table, lounge area,
TV & DVDlvideo.

. 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom
with instant hot water shower & vanity.

o Barbeque, seating area and provisions for
drying of diving equipment if required.
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IONAL
OMMITTEE

UPDATE
MARCH 2016

lr
I I T: I.ake

r Air Fills r Nitrox Fills o Minor Repairs
r Scuba Cylinder Testing*

(* Pria r a rrange ment requi red)

Trimix and High Pressu re 02 available
Guaranteed o'night Air I Nitrox fills,.,

drop off before Apm, fitled by 7am next morning!

280 Cafpirco Rd, Mt. Gambier 5290
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier West, S^A. 5291



For the past 8 months, we have been working hard
to lmprove: 1) the above ground facilities at the
rlte; and 2) the management systems which have

traditionally limited our capacity to accommodate
the diverse and extensive inlerest in the sinkhole.
Recent visitors would have noticed the removal of
the viewing platform which was installed during
the use of the site for weapons research during the
70t and early B0's. This platform was in a deterio-
rated condition and its removal was required to
maintain the safety of visitors when viewing the
sinkhole.

The site has also been re-fenced, new pathways
installed and irrigated lawn areas developed with
the intention of creating a picnic area adjacent to
the sinkhole.

The shed, which has been used as a workshop space

for the farm for the past 25 years, has been vacated
and made available for use by all site visitors. Not
only a great place to shelter in poor weather; it
incorporates change spaces, a basic kitchenette and
classroom/training space. A barbecue is now also
avallable for groups to use.

Approvals have been sought for the installation oJ
permanent toilet facilities and plans are in place to
re-clad the shed and install a limestone feature
annex to the building,
We've recently added an additional dive slot to our
daily booking calendar and relaxed the rules requir-
ing divers to depart the site between dives. This
reflects our interest in improving the experience of
visitors, allowing time to utilise the facilities and
enjoy more time at the site before and after a dive.
For many years, our family has received a broader
industry push (diving industry, tourism and educa-
tion sectors) for reform to the way in which access

to privately owned sites such as ours are managed.
After great consideration and consultation, the
Kilsby iamily has commenced a trial introduction of
site access agreementJ which span a range of inter-
est groups. This trial has provided access to a limil-
ed group of recreational tiiving entities, school
groups and land based tour operators.
Unlike the access which has been extended to the
CDAA, non-CDAA bookings require all divers to
access the site under the supervision o{ an industry
reeognised guide (i.e. Divemaster/lnstructor) who
represents the entity holding an access agresment.
The ongoing access to the slte is directly aligned to
the integrity of these quides, their commitment to
follow the protocols ol their represented aqency
and their diligence in following site access guide,
lines.

Recent divers would have noticed the lnstallation eif
markers which identify where the overhead envi-
ronments start and finish underwater. These were
installed by a recreational rlive shop to provide clar-
ity to the areas of the site which have vertical access

to the wi:ter surface and assist in guiding divers
who are not appropriately trained to enter these
sections o{ the sinkhole"

While we recognise that for some, the introduction
of other entities to the site may cause some level of
tliscornfeirt, the brr:iader community, including many
CDAA members, have voiced their strong support
for our movements at the site.

Many CDAA members have identi{ied excitement in
the potential to share their love for diving sites like
Kilsby's with their Open Water trained friends and
family. The Kilsby {amily would be greatly disap,
pointed if our work to build qreater access to the
siter did not make this possible.

Our new access trials have been well considered and
are being delivered with a significant focus on

maintaining safety and the integrity of proven sitr:

management practices. lt has consistcrrtly heen

our goal to work closely with all stakoholr|'rs as wo

explore the possibilities tlrat tlre sitc carr of fl.r ,rrrrl
this period is no exception.

The creation of the new access .lqroctlcnts h,rs

been integrated into a broader refrcslr oI our

agreements with entities such as the CDAA, which

have not been revisited for many years. Due to the
time between these reviews, the documents have

required a significant re-write and the complexities

of which have required further consultation with
the CDAA over the pait few months.

Although less than ideal, the closure of the site to
the CDAA while the new agreemsnt is finalised was

mutually agreed as the best approach coniiderinq
the outdated nature of the current agreement.

-Ihc 
Kilsby {anrily apologise for the inconvenience

th,rt lhis has caused members of the CIAA, and we
lropo lo wclrorne you back to the site again in the
nc,rr Irrlrrrc.

Wlrilr' ,r ncw ,1(lro(\rncnl with the CDAA is being
f in,rliscrl, Kilsby 5inklrok'rontinues to welcome visi-

tors witlr tlrosr. cntitics wlto opcrate under a new

trial current sito,rcrcss .lqrcctlor)t.

As we work towards a sustainable .rccess model for
the sinkhole we thank all stakeholders {or their
patience and support. Please continue to use our
facebook page as a place to ask questions, provide

feedback and seek accurate information about
Kilsby's Sinkhole.

lmportant NEWS
from Kilsby's

Tha Kilsby family would like to take the opportunity to provide some clarification in
rtlatlon to the current status of Kilsby Sinkhole, particularly regarding the temporary

closure to members of the Cave Divers Association of Australia.

Come stay at the Divers
Church, Kongorong

The Huge open plan living room and
kitchen is warmed by a wood burning
stove with all the cooking appliances

you could ever need.

. Several sofas, LCD television, DVD, Stereo

. Bunks for 10, 1 double upstairs . Private double downstairs

. Doonas and pillows supplied .2 sparious bathrooms

. Drying areas - indoor and out . Compresors welcomed

. Plenty of parking . Gas BBQ . Whiteboard t-

. Trestle tables for teaching/gear setup orinq 6 f[ieno.:"r

. Large outdoor table and bench seats ,rj itrY tor t 
' "' 

'

E: deb@bbkk.com.au Ph: 0419 BB2 800
wwwdebwiliams.com.au
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"'He Supports Solo Diving
: Burn The Witchl'

r;m srins to prerace this articte ,r',{rii^'f!rl!!r',}l*,*rhar mosr or the readers have
watched at least ane ol the Harry Potter movies and as a result will he famitiar with the
term 'he who must not he named'. lt's a strange concept where an idea (or a villain in

the case of the Harry Potter movies) is considered taboo to the point af even preventing
open dlscussion on the subject. lt should be pretty clear that this practice is actually

counter-productive, particularly as much can be learnt in the arena of debate.
Nevertheless, in the realworld I can think of a few good examples where sub-divisions
of society exhibit the same behavioun discouraging the discussion of certain suby'ects
which they deem controversial. Unfortunately this also extends to the sport of scuba

diving. Yes, we have something nearly as taboo as bringing up 'Lord Voldemort'

Wlrat is 5ok: I )ivintl ? I ll rir rk llrr. rrrosl r ortrntonly held per-

coption is tlx,orrt,sirrrrl,rr lo wlr,rt you wouki find on
Wikipe,dia wititlr sirrrply sl,rlcr. "\oIr rlivirrrl is the prac-

tice of scuba divirrq,rIrrrl willurrrl ,r riivc lrrtkly."
lnterestingly enouglr yorrwrll ,rlso Irrrri llris 1;,rss,rryr'Iol
lowing it: "Solo diving, otut'rlisrorrr,rrlr'rl, is rrow (sirrrc

the late 1990s) begirrrrirrr.; lu r;,rrrr,r{t,lrt.rrr,,ur,,nq
experienced diven who have skills in lcll srrf lir icrrr y ,rntl
redundant backup equipment." This sorl ol slls tlrt'
scene lor the tone of this article in whirlr I will lurtlrt,r
bring to light some of the division on this sublcct arrd in

the face of adversity, some of the arquments that ddual-
ly support solo diving. I will also speak to some of the
weaknesses oi lhe buddy system. ln fact many of us in
the diving community think that in addition to the
above, a more comprehensive definition would also

include something similar to the following: "One should
consider solo diving risk management even when diving
with a buddy if there is any par-t o{ the dive in which your
buddy would not be able to render effective assistance."
ll yorr are anything like me and are totally unapologetir
,rntl oLrtslrokon in supporting solo diving (assurning cer,

t,rirr provisos art: rne,t), then you've probably met with
sonrt' r onllir t lrom lirne to tirTte. ln {act I think it\ fair to
s.ry llr,rl llrcrc is a sntall proportion of the diving conr-
rrrrrnity wlro are prelty quick to condemn anyone who so

rnurlr as sugqests that solo diving is an acceptable prac,

tice. Tlre responses can sometimes be so out of propor-
tion to the sul.rject matter in question, that I have occa-

sionally thought it a metaphor for the kind of mass hys-

teria that took place in the 1600 s. You might even imag-
ine the screams. "They're witches" Burn theml"

Ok, so that may sound a bit melodramatic (admittedly I

did write it with a wry smile). But when I hcard thc
'witch' analogy uted (again somewhat irr jest) by wt'll
known Brilish Technical Divinq lrrstrrr<tor, Mark I'owt'll,
whilst presenting on this contcntioLrs strhlcrt, il slttrrk ,r

chord I could relate to. When it rotncs lo lltt' tlivitrtl r ottr

munity it is no exaqgeralion to say it is rtr,tsrivr'ly tlivitlt'rl

on solo diving. ln my owtt ttxpcricrrrcs l'vt' lotitrtl ,t

plethora o{ different views that fall artywltort' ott ,r slirl

inq scalc. At one end are people likc myrcl1 wlro olrcttly

support it, or explorers that endorse it (generally bccausc

they require it). Then as you progress towards the nriddl<:

of the scale there are a lot of people who don't neces-

sarily oppose it but are nonetheless rather uncomfort-

able about admitting their support ior it in public. At lhe
opposite end of the spectrum are those that tolally
oppose it and this includes some that will go so far as to
puirlicly critirise the individuals making a case {or it (no

matter how well delended their argument may be). This

article is not intended to make such tiivisions wider but
rather encourage more open discussion on the subject" I

strongly {eel that no subject should be off limits and that
ev€ryone should feel able to openly express their views

withoui the fear o{ beinq on the receiving end of vitriol
for daring to havc a diffetctrl o1,i1i,,11

I first started diving in 1996 arrd sinrc llrctt lrave q.rined

broad experience in different areas of llto sport. I was

once an instructor but let that Iapsc aflcr ttrovitrtl ottl of

the industry ln fact I actually spent st'vor,tl y('.rr\ (orrl

pletely out of the water during tltis tinrc. lrrsl lrllorr' I

left, one of the hot topics of discussiorr w,rs llt,tl \r rtlr,r
Divinq lnternational (SDl) had just releavrtl llrc lir',1 ',rrlo

diver course for recrti:tional divers. Thcrc w,t', l,rlk .l
other traininq orqanisations followinq suit ,ttrti pcriph'

were starting to accept that solo diving harl ,l l)l,r( (' pr{}

vidinE the following considerations we re atilrt'tt'tl 1..

i. Undertake the specific training or gain liro rc|'v,rrrl

experience necessary.

2. Carry a totally independent redundant sttttrt' ttl ,ttr

capat:le o{ Eetting you to the surface witlt ,r trt,ri;rrr ol

conservatism.

3. Avoid 'Pinnacle Dives' (dives where you lrttslt lx'yorrrl
your expcricncc and training).

4. As with all diving, be extra discipline cJ to progror ly 1rl,rn

your dive in advance and stick to the plan.

Other considerations that were highly rocotrrttcntlctl
included: Carrying redundancy on other items too (ic 2
masks, 2 cLrtting tlevices, 2 dive computers ck), br:inr;

extra vigilant wilh equipment maintenance and staying

fit and healthy. ll one was diving only within the rccre-

ational SDI framework there were also a few other areas

not recommended, as those required technical training.

It was a work in progress but to my relief people were

firrally opcnly discrrssinq the subject.

I lr;rd ,rlr o,rrly rlovckrpori a view that I was in favour of solo

rlivirrr;, lr,rvirlrl rorrrr' Irorrt a l.r,rrkqround in distance open

w,rlr,r swirnrnirrrl wlrr,rr' ,r r;rr'.rl rloal of rny training had

lrr,r'rr lry rrryslll I rroltrl llr,rl pilots, sky divers and many

otirr,r rrrrlrvrrlrr,rl,, rrnrir,rl,rl.,rrtr;,rrlivitit's with siqnificant

ptrr trvlr I r *k wlr l rrol 1rr,,l pr,t rt rtllot I lo rlo solrl but were

,rr lrr,rlly rlrlurrlri ll, irr orrh'r lo {i{'n}or1!lr,)l(} [rrll cornpe-

lr,rrty. l,rlso rroli'rl llr,rl lrrl ,rlxrul cvlry tiivcr tllat I recoq-

rtisorl ,rs a rr,,rl pionlct, woukl ttttl lt,ivt'lxtclt .rble to do

sonre ol llrcir oxlrlor,rlion willrorrl lrcirrrl lotally inde-

penderrt, duc to tlur tir;ltl ronlitrt's lltt'y oftot ft;und
themselves irr.

ln just about everythinq l'vc tlonr: l'vt' ,rlways worked
quite welljoining the dots by rnysel{ so it was only a rnal

ter of time before this became my direction with divinq

too, lt wasn't iong before I started researching the most

eifective way to do it as safely as possible. lt was refresh-

ing that the diving industry seemed to also recognise

that it was important to have this discussion with people.

We were on our way iorward, or so lthought...

5o fast forward to 2013. After being sidetracked by

other adventure sports for a whiie, I found myself back

in the water. ln the process o{ acquiring new equipment
I visited a number of dive shops and wanted to pick up

whcre I left off, developinq a set up and philosophy

basod on bcinq indcpcndent and sclf rcliant. However I

rluir kly forrnd tir;rt llrc sLrbjcr I of solo diving was again

lrcirul {rowrrcri rrlrrrn lry rnany irr llrr: indrrstry. Out of
nrro\rly l,,1rcrrl ,r Ir,w lrrrrrs ont',tf tetnoon (ontading a

l r,rrl ilr rl ol r lrvr,,,l ro1r,, lor,rlorl itt vat ious locations around
llrl r orrrrlry vr,r ror i,rl rrrr,tli,r (slrops I was already some-

u;l r,rl l, rrrrrlr,rr wrl lr), lLrsl lo lind out their position on the
.,oLr rlrvrrrl (lu(,\lron. Thc responses ranged from a

rrrrrrorrly ol ,,lrops opcnly suppoftinq it and permitting it
orr llrcrr lro,rls, to those who were somewhat nervous

,rlrorrl rt lrut,rt a push agreeing thattheytoowould sup-

yror I il lor suil..rbly qualified individuals, lhrough to those

wlro rlirl not permit it at all.

lr rlL,r csling ly enough those that fell into the 'may perm it'
(,rtc(lory weren't prepared to state their opinion openly

orr sor.ial media and asked me to rinq them up to cliscuss.

Ck:arly despite recognised training being in existence,

there were a lot of external pressures being exerted from
other sources too, most o1 which were generally negative.

From my observations, wlren solo diving was spoken

about in public it was still often in hushed tones and off
the record. "Yes, we know it happens bu1 shhh don't
speak about it too publicly because we don't want new

divers to know that." To say the least, it was an immense

source of disappointment to me that the industry had

reverted to this way of thinking. This clandestine

and it goes hy the name of 'Solo Diving'!
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fpl,ltd(lt ltnr nlwayr llcerr a source of tremendous
hypor rlry orrtl hr nry opinion is part of the problem com-
pared to hnvlng an open and properly regulated
approarit, However back in 2013 I was more perplexed
hy whnt could have caused this turnaround in attitude
aftcr lhe promising signs a decade before. Was it the rise
of a few major technical training organisations that had

Wrung up whilst I was away which had stated views
opposing solo diving? Perhaps in part. Or was it that we
have just become so much of a risk averse society due to
the growing fear of litigation, that nobodywas prepared
to endorse activities deemed to be even slightly more
harardous than the norm? Very likelyl
Even if the latter has some truth, is it a valid argument?
Well,., it might be if such activities were in actual fact sig-
nificantly more hazardoul rather than that being an
opinion arrived at with no particular basis,

Out of those of us who supp<lrt solo diving (and private-
ly there are a great many), nobody I know is condoning
or suggesting that anyone should use a standard recre-
ational set up (single tank, single first stage) to do it. In
such instances clearly one's redundancy is their buddy
and that is the way they should continue to dive. This is

a point lost on some individuals and even organisations
that use statistics when such divers have come to grief to
support their agenda that solo diving should be banned.
Far from an example of the short falls of properly
equipped solo diving, when you look at the case studies
in more detail it becomes clear that many of these were
more accurately examples of buddy diving where the
divers had become separated and the buddy system had
broken down. Stbtistics are frequently misused and cher-
ry picking particular aspects of one case study to suppott
ones view, whilst overlooking all the other aspects is
rtrther disingenuous.

Someone who started objectively looking into the statis-
tics in the local South Australian scene earlier than most
was wqll krrown diving personality Peter'Puddles'Horne.
ln the hook "South Australian Diving tatalities 1950 -
1985" (which was updated in 2005) he established that
nrost South Australian diving fatalities (and at the time
all cave diving ones) involved dive buddies being nearby
or present, 0nly 4 deaths occurred whilst actually solo
diving and they all involved people diving beyond their
limitations and without the appropriate equipment.

Evldence Based Fact or OplnlonT
The buddy system has long been advocated by most
training organisations as the best system to use for man-
aging risk. Done properly it is indeed a g<lod system and
I have no argument with that. There is also much pleas-

ure to be had by finding good buddies and enjoying div-
ing together. ln fact I would go so far as to say the social
side of diving is one of the biggest attractions to diving

in the firt place. But when divers asse{ that the buddy
system is the only system that is acceptable, I think this is

demonstrably wrong and has to be challenged. Like so

many ideas that have been around for a long time, if
they are repeated with conviction often enough by fig-
ures of authorily, those ideas can be accepted as faet
when it reality they are more likely to be opinions passed

down in turn {rom others who have used a similar
amount of conviction.
You may scoff at some of the following asserlions but
remember they were also considered statements of {act
once too:

. "The Earth is flat"

" "The speed of sound can't be broken"
. "Mount Everest can't be climbed without

supplenrental oxygen"

This list could be extensive (see what other ones you can
think of based on your own subjective experiences).
The same goes for diving. You may remember ihese if
you've been diving iong enough:

. "D;ve Computers are Dangerous"

. "Buoyancy Control Devices are Dangerous"

. "Using Nitrox is Dangerous"

We now regularly accept that the above 3 statements are
incorrect. With time and ongoing dev*lopment the use

of dive computers, buoyancy control devices and nitrox
have become so accepted by the majority that they are
now part of the landscape when one is talkinq about
scuba diving. I would asseri that solo dlving (providinq it
is done with correet equipment and iraining) should be
no different when you look at it objectively, lt! not for
everyone (it's cerlainly not fr:r beginnerg but I be lieve it
should be an option for experienced divers. That's not to
iay that properly equipped and trained solo divers are
l)ullet proof because they aren'1, but neither are those
rlivirrq within the buddy system. Any activity done in an

OIVE EUD}Y
TOO FAR AWAY

@
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environmenl which we would not be able to survive in

without special equipment comes with sorne risk. You try
and mitigate that risk as much as you ran but you cannot
totally remove it.

Many training organisations are nervous ahotrl <onrlrn
ing solo divinq but some have qono on0 stcp f urllrr:r ,rrrcl

aclually have a stance against it as oru: oI llroir rorr,v,rl
ues. Should you wish to fully cmbrarc llxrir mr:tlrorlolo
gy there is a certain anrount o{ peer q()up pr{'ssur(' lo
accept such views too" You can sec how it would [u, rlif
ficult for an individual who has done all their rorrrsos

with such an organisation to stand up in the face of surh

group solidarily and state that their own independent
research had brouEht them to a different conclusion!

The Buddy System Done Badly
While l've agreed that done properly, the buddy system

has merit, it is also important to point oul that it can and
all too oflen is dono extremely badly. When that is the
cate, contrary to what many will assert, it arlually pro-

vides a false sense of security- l'm sure we can all relate to
the followinE examples:

Example 1

lmagine you are buddied with a complete stranqer on a

dive charter and you have no idea of the capabilities of
that diver or how well maintainerl tlreir erluipnrent is. ls

this the diver you really want to be dcpcrrrlinq on should
you have an emergency?

Example 2

lmagine you are buddied with a complet0 slr,rrrr;i'r orr ,r

dive charter that doesn't speak the sarrc l,rnrlrr,rrlr' ,rrrrl
you have no idea if lhey were trained to Lrsc tlrc s,rrrrt

hand signals" As it happens this diver's altr,rrr,rtr, ,rir

source is integrated into their inf lator whir lr rn(,,r r,, tlr, rl

you need their cooperation in the event of (rl ('nl('l

gency (as obtaining air {rom such an c(luil)l)r,rl rirvlr
involves them donatinE their primary rcqrrl,rlor wlrrl,,t

they qo onto the shorter infiator inteqraterl orri,) I lrl
middle of a Ii{e threale ning out of air sitrr;rtion rs ,r poor

time to f ind oul lhat you have some misunclcrsl, rrrr linr;s.

ls this the diver you really want to be clclronrlirrrl on
should you have an emergency?

Example 3

lmaqine you are diving with someone who is more
focused on llrr: photography they are doing. They are

aItcr tlrc pcrf ul shot to shnw their iriends and families
anrl lravo lrtlk'intorost in discussing with you the various
rontirrrJr.rrrios slroukl sorncthing go wrong with your
lrlrri;rrrrt'rrl l'rcrlirl,rlrly, tluring the dive your buddyk
lorrr is sokkrrrr orr yolr ls llris the diver you really want
lo irr'rk'pr,rrriirrr; orr slurrrkl yorr have an emerqency?

I x,trnpk, 4

Irnaqinr' ,r riivcr, wlro r1r'spilo yorrr bost efforts, has little
intcrcst in waitinq fur you ,rnrl in llrcir irnpatience disap-

pears out of siqlrt, rlcspitc sirlr,rllirrrl tlrcrn 1r: slow down
on several occasions. You end Lrp physically exerting
yourself more than you normally woLrld and go through
your air quickly. Is this the diver yor-r want to depe nd on
as your only back up in the event of an emergency?

Example 5

lmagine you are buddied to a diver who is well matched
to your ability and experience. You plan your elive

together; however cluring your dive the con<Jitions are so

clear that you end up 10 - 15 metres apat. Now imagine
you are the diver behind and you have a failure to an

upstream first siage (fails in the closed positi<ln). Without
a separate redundant air supply you need to try and
(atch up to the ciiver in front in order to share their air
wlril( holdinq your brcath. lt will probably take at least

/'i rrrclrcs of harri swirnrninq in ordcr to do it (assuminq

lll' rlivr.r in {ronl rr,nr,rins un()wi)re of your plight and
rkrr",rr'l lrrrn,rrorrnrl lo rn0cl yoll halfway). By diving
wtllt(i{rt ,r rcrlrrrrrl,rrrl ,rir torrrro rlose at hand (which is
llrl norrrr lrr rrrosl rr,rrt'alional diving) you are totally
rll,ptrrrlcrrt ()n yorrr hurldy should such an emorqency
orr rrr \ur lr irnl,rrtrt:s (even if this anrount o{separation is

orrly lor ,r rrrornent) are buddy eliving in name only anri
yll lll,y ,rro (ornrnon place. ls this a situation you want
lo lrt, in 1

lrrrllr lxr told we've all got our nightmare buddy stories
,rrul it's not always due to ability. [yen two well inten-
lit>rrcd and otherwise well trained divers can make mis-

takcs. We're all guilty of occasionally misunderstanding

wall PERM:T qUAIraaD SOLO DTV!NG

MAY PERMIT qUALIiI:D SOLO DIVING (BUT DOESN'T

REaOMMEND)

DOES NOT pErMr QUALIHED SOIO DTVING AT ALI
DI} NOT RESPOIID



, llr, r,rllrlr r rrrrlr. lr,rrrrl ()r l,t{ ltl(, strjn,tls tltdt cotne with
rlrvrrr,; lvvo lrr,rrrr., r,rn ll,,r Ircrrclit ii they are working
lrrr lr.llrlr, irrrl rt1, rtol ut)(onlrnon for two divers to mis-
r rrrr h,r,,l, rrrr I r,, rr lt otlter wltich can lead to f urther compli-
r , rtrrrry , r rrlrr, rtiorr. As a solo diver you have only your own
IIrour1lrl 1rrorcssts to concern yourself with which means
tlr,rt rl (,lr ofton simplify problem resolution" lt's counter
u rt ( r Irv(, f rrr rnr:st divers to th ink that though, beeause of
tlr(, ( or)51ant rein{orcement they have had throughout
llrt'rr rlivinc; career that anything other than diving with-
rr, tlrl lruridy system is unsafe.
I r orrldn't write an a(icle like this wlthout also bringing
rilr tlre typical recreational rliving prr:{essional. lt's very
( ornrTlon for an instructor teaching a basic open water
( ourse to have up to 8 students by themself, ail of which
lrave no prior diving experience. Are these students real,
istically expeded to save the day if the instructor has an
cmergency? lts wishful thinking but in practice I doubt
ill The reality is that the instructor is effectively solo div-
ing They are also diving with the extra impediment of
lookinq atter B studentsl
I struggle to understand how so many of the outspoken
i ritics oJ solo diving (even when done wlth proper lrain-
ing and equipment) are so quick to overlook these situa-
tions that are common pla(e in the diving community
which carry more apparent objective risk.

Attitudes Towards Solo Diving
ln rny experiences I believe there are roughly speaking 4
types of divers. When it comes to our dive practices and
,rttitu(le (pafticularly when eonsidering solo diving) we
r,rrr ,rll idcntify with one category or another (or in some
((r\(,s nlor0 than one category). ltl not uncommon to
rrrrvt lrr,lwor,rr rateqories in a divels career either:

I llrr, ()pr,rr,rnrl ll()rrr:st Solo Diver-Because of all the
rlrrlrr,r llr,rl r rrtrcrrlly oxists 1lrose are rare, but I believe
llrr., rr tlrl I rr'.,1 r , rlcr yory lr I lro in if you advocate solo div-
rrrr1. I I ri,,,r, rlrv0r.,,rr0 r1r,rtr,r,rlly I'xlrcrnr:ly experienced
rlrvi,rs wlro olrtrrly ,rrlrrrrl Ilrr'y solrr rirvo. llrey have done
,l[)lxof)n,rl(, lr,rrrrrrl;,rrrrl lr,rvr,,,rrlrrrlir,rnl oxltoricnce.
J ltcy atc divirrrl wrllr llrl rrr rt,r l {.{lutl)nl(,r)l (in lt,trti< rrlar

teduttdattt ,tir 5ourrr,,,, lrul ,rl,,o lr,rr k rrlrr ol ,rrryllrrntl t'lst
that could be irnporl,rrrl). I lrty r lrvr, wrl lrrrr lltr,rr lr,rirrirrr;

and experience usinq sir;r ti I ir,rr rl r r,,I rr r,rrr,rrlr,rrrr,nl, rr rri

planning. These clivcrs irt,lir,vc llr,tl soLr iirvrrrrl is,rrr
acceptable practice whcrr dortr, < or rct lly,rr rrl I I rrr rli rt lr,r.,
an irnportant place within explor.rlion. Ilrr,y ,rrc lr,rplry
to engage other less experienced divr:rs irr <onvor!,rtion
about it and make a point of explaininq llrc proprr lrro
locols that are necessary before considerinq it. These

divers don't tend to encourage others to do it but are not
irr denial that it takes place.

2 The Closet Solo Diver - Due to the stigma that cur-

rently exists these divers are quite common. They are
generally dishonest about their solo diving exploits to
the masses.

The will solo dive when they feel like it but tell most oth-
er: they don't. lndeed many of them will assert that solo
diving is not a raJe practice whilst in public in order to be

acrepted by the masses. Many recreational instructors fit
in here and their employment may depe nd on them stay-
ing 'in the rloset'on this issue. One day they are teach,
ing a course saying, "Never ever dive alonel" but the
next day they are out diving alone! They commonly
apply a double standard on the subject. While I think it
would be massively more productive if they were open
about it, the reality is that their attitude needs tr: be

changetl from the top down" lf diving businesses every-
where accepted solo diving (proviriing the saiety require-
ments were met) then many of these divers would 'come
out of the closet'.

3. The Recreational Buddy Diver - These are the majority
oi pleasure divers. Those who have always lried to dive
within the bucldy system as they understanrl it. they gen,
erally use the standard single back mounted tank and
single first stage, complete with a primary second stage
and o.topus (back up) second slage. Nevenheless on
closer inlpection they will normally admit that they
haven'l been as disciplined as possible throughout each
and every dive they have ever done. Whether lhrough
being clislracted by photography, poor conditions or
through inadequate diving discipline (not keeping track
of where their buddy i$, in ali likelihood at some stage
they have ireen in a situation when they had sufficient
separation irr:m their buddy, that they would not easily
have been able to get to them quickly enough in the
event of an emergency. Most divers I know would admit
that they have been in this situation at some stage even
if it was earlier on in their diving career, and without
redundiney :t's thi5 group that are most at risk. C'mon
people, be honest and think of times when this has

applied to you. We've all been here!

4 
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Technical 'Teanr' Diver This training mode I really
srrrr;r'd whilo I was on my decade away from the sport.
Ilurso rlivi,rr wlto lr,rvt'spocifirally chosen to do most o{
llrlir lr,r lrrrir,rl tlivirrq tr,rirrirrg with an organisation lhat
Ir,rs ,r rlrir I 'lt,,rrn tiivirtr;' policy with standardised equip-
rrrtnl llrr, ort;,rrrisatit.rrrs they dive for strongly oppole
rol r r livir rr1 ,rrrr1 it's no real surprise to me that many who
rrnr1r'rt,rkc sur h training end up adoptinq the same view.
On(,'s nrcntors after all, have a profound eflect on an
individual's career direction in many sporls and diving is

no clifferent. These divers usually have excellent dive
skills and practice them regularly. lndeed within a qood

buddy system these are probably the best divers to have

with you due to their discipline. They rir;orously promote
the buddy system and may acknowlcdge that sorne

Recreational Buddy Divers occasionally do it inaderluate-
ly, but in my experiences l've found that they selclorn ron
demn bad buddy diving nearly as much as thoy rio sokr

diving (even when it is done properly)l Despite tlroir
strong pre{erence for diving in a team of woll lr.iirrorl

divers, occasionally they still have ohstar.lcs lo rh,rl willr
where they don't have imrnediate a(cess to tlroir hrrrliy.
ln such situations they are effectively relyinq orr llrcrr

own training and equipment.
ln essence I am asserting that ALL divers at some stdqe

have dived (even if for just a portion of a dive) in a situ-

ation where they are wholly and solely dependant on
their own skills and equipment should an emergency
occur. I am asserting that some people are honest and
open about it and others are not. lt is my strong opinir:n
that open honest conversation abr:ul this subje( is

always preferential compared to pretending it doesn't
happen.

As things stand Scuba Diving lnternational (5Dl) is proba-

bly still the most well known organisation that teaches a

Solo Diving Course. So shortly after getting back fully
into diving, I decided to do it. I wasn't really under any

illusion thal this course was designed for extreme diving

or explo.rt;on, as it is much more basir irr nature (which
just serves to underline the neeci for moro .rdvanced solo

coursesfocusing on exploratlon too). Ilrc SDI 50lo Corrrs0

can be done in a single day but lfclt il woLrlrllx,worllr
while. My main motivatron was to st.)rl a ronvcrs,rlion

on the subject wilh other like rninded irxlivirlrr,rl', wrllr

out be;n! conltantly being told that it was rrns,rlc llr,rl

being said, l've never thought it's a subjcrl lo lrt t,rklrr
lightly. There are many considerations tlral rrocrl lo lrl
put in place and there's no room for short ruls.

During the course the most valuable thinrl w,rs llrt rlrr

cussion where we were encouraged to tlr,rll0rl(1r, orrr

own view on our dive practices. This was irnlror l,rrrl

becaLrse in many respects safe solo divinq is ,rl)oul ,rllr
tude and keeping ones ello in check. ln adrlitiorr lo llrt
redundant equipment and training, a ttw ollror ru,w
points{ame upwhich I have since adopted Orrr, irrvolvr.rl

servicing considerations and the realisation 1lr,rl il ,r ri't1

ulator is going to fail its mosl likely goinq to lrr,,il orrc

of two different times;

1. Just before it's due for service (having gonc tlrc lorrr;cst

time without attention).

2. lmmediately after service (in the event of human error
during the service or {aulty paftr.

As a result I now offset the servicing of both my prirnary

regulators by at least 3 months so they are done at dif-
ferent times. I also take this one step furlher (although

admittedly this arose by a bit of a happy ac(ident that
l've decided to keep rn place). I have a different make of
requlator for both of my primary sidemount tanks. They

are bolh hiqh performing, balaneed and environmental-
ly soalorl lurt as they are from different manufacturers
llroy rr,rltriro rlillorcnl service kits. The chances of a faulty
kil lnirrr; inst,rllr.ri on hoth of my primary regulators, is

llrlt' fot,,,rlnr{)\l n()rr ll\t('nt
Artolltcr solo rolsirior,rlion that we discussed was extra
krvols ol r or rsr'rv,rtisrr r willt ,rir rnanagement. lf a dive site

is rrroru rorrlrlt'x lhon rorrsirloration should be qiven to
usirrq nroro rorur,rvalisrn llr,rrr rrrlo of thirds. Forthose of
you Lrnfanrili;rr witlr wlr,rl tlrc rrrlr.oI thirds is in the first
place, its one of thr: tlolrlcrr rrrlcs oI ovcrhead environ-
ment divinq where you penetr.rtc rrsinq no more than a

third of your air source to allow for a third to exit and an

additional third to deal with something r.rnexpected (or

in buddy diving to donate to your buddy if they have a
problem). Using a quafier for example, is clearly more
conservative but if for some reason you lost a tank you

would still only have jusl over double the air that you

need for the exit. This isn't as impossitlle as it sounds rf
you are doinq a more complex dive, staging your tanks
as you go then you are assuming they will be there when
you exit, On the way back what will happen if you find
that somebody has accidentally taken your tank by mis-

take (it does happen unfortunately, albeit normally not
in Australia). A nrore likely situ.rtion is that one of your
first staqos fails which nray rcnder the tank virtually
rrnus,rlrlr', or llr,rl yorr lr,rvr:n'l sltut your tank valve with
ju,,l yorrr lrosr,s prcssltisr,rl (wlrirh is recommended) and
,r lrtc lIrwrrrr; ,,r'r onri sl,rt.lo lras drained it. Just having
llrl lxlr,r ,rrr wlrilsl solo will nrake it more likely ior the
rlrvlr lo rlnr,rirr r,rlrrr, bc able to think more clearly and

rn,rkc llrl rorrort decisions to safely exit the overhead
r,r rvir onItct)t.
Arrollror ronsideration that I have put in place is to use

:l00 b,rr DIN valves for both of my sidemount tanks
tk'spitr using 232 bar steel tanks" The valves are actually
/ sirk:s of a plugged manilold (a practice that is common
in sidemounting in order to have two tanks set up oppo-
site to each other with handles pointing in the same

clirection. The additional thread coverage gives me some

more security i{ any accidental bumps take place with the
environment. This is not the case for 232 bar DIN valves

where some ol the thread on the {irst stage is normally
exposed. l'm actually consirlering doing something simi-

lar to all my additional stage tanks (although when over-
seas you have to make do with whatever you can rent, so

it pays to practice with a less than ideal set of tanks occa-

sionally, just to work out how to optimise them).
ln researching this topic I wanted to touch a hit deeper
on the subject of solo diving within overhead envirnn- $>
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rrr'rt ,, v\/lr( lr i,lr lrr, ,ll i,vr,n lnot(, rlivisive ktpic. I made
rr,rrl,rr I rivrllr ,r rrrrrnlx,r ol rrrtrlcrwater explorers that
Ir,rv,, rrr,r,rI,ri ,rl llt)(,5 to divc solo irr complex cave sys-

Ilrrr', ,rrrrl wrr,t ks Onc of tltose was Dr petel Buzzacott
wlrrr w,r,, kirrrl tnouglr to send me some qredt infnrma-
11.r1 rli;,rrrlinty sotne of his travels. ln one ol his articles,
tlr,rt w,rs rcleasecl to a local cave diving newsletter, he
rl.,,,rrilrorl .t (ourse he had done which focussed on solo
,,rrrrrp riiving (a term for caves with a series of water filled
r lr,rrnirurs and air chambers in between). As a point of
,rrrrrrsornont I have to include a picture he sent rne from
,rn ll,rlian cave. ln it a sign states "No Diving With Other
l\'oplo" Apart from an inner desire to get a T,Shiri mado
ol llris parlicular sign, I thought the whole attitude
(,sl)oused in that particular story by the training orqani-
s,rtion and local authoritiei (french and ltalian in this
rasc) was a breath of fresh air. lt was a good illustration
llrat its not just a small group of isolated divers or noted
oxplorers that {eel solo diving has its

plare in cave diving. A number of
orqanisations around the world also

endorse it as be;nq the more practi'
ral (and sometimes less risky) option
rlLre to the unique nature of some of
llro caves. Thls is a point l05t 0n
some people who will claim other-
wise and that a iilanket approach of
rron allowance should apply to all

sitos.

Sorne of the most valued insights I

rtrcived whil( doing the research

lor tlris projmt was from the well
krrown Australictn (itVe explorer,

when it does happen it becomes highly emotive and

those who don't supporl solo divinq can be quick to
point the finger of causation in that direction. ln the
sober lighl o{ day it always needs to be raised (morbid as

it may sound), that the even worse consequence of a

double fatality would often have been a very real likeli,
hood.
There is no doubt that many discoveries (in .ave divinq in

particular) would not have been possible without solc)

divinq" This makes it all the more unusualto me that for
the most part the main cave diving authorities in

Australia don't permit it at this time. Underwater explor
ers who break new qround, understand that they only
have their own equipmeni and training to rlepend on.

5ome have used terms like 'temporary buddy separatlon'
when describing how multipte divers can get past tight
rcstri.tiont but in my opinlon that! just a way of avoid-
ing bringing up the dreaded '5'word. I believe it's more

useful to call a spade a spade and

spell it out for what it is - solo diving
masqueradin! as something that
snunds a bit le s cr:ntrtiversiall
Diving is for e n.joyment and while I

have acknowledqcd that therc i.

definitely enjoyment to be had by

finding like minded buddies to
share the experience with, some-

times there is also much enjoymenl
to i:e had by divinq solo. On(e an

experienced diver has put inlo place

the various safety and planning con-

siderations necessary, it is my firm
opinion that they should be permit-

irt r I L , I

' ;i i\ ' . , r1'

Chris Brown. Brown is a bit of an icon of the sport and
amongst his many achievements was a dive he did in the
mid 1990's, He was a member of one of thefirstteamsto
properly explore the elusive third sump of a cave system

on the Nullarbor Plain in Western Australia called
Cocklebiddy. This sump extends to over 6 kilometres
from the entran(e making it one of the longest in the
world. When the cave got too tight to continue in the
normal method, he proceeded by himself, pushing his air
supply in front of him (a practice known ,rs'no mount-
ing'). lt should be apparent to most that trying to
squeeze a second diver into such a place would have only
added to the ris( potentially blocking the path out or at
the least having the potential to cause complications ln

any case when you are that far extended as an explore[
if a catastrophic problem occurs what is the more Iikely
outcome? That a second diver saves the day, or that there
is a double fatality? This same point comes up time and
time again when considering any number of fatalities
involving solo exploration. Thankfully it's been rare but

ted to dive by them:elf if they so desire. fhe attraction is

similar to going for a waik in solitude for peace and
quiet. Itt not for everyone, it! not to be taken liqhtly but
solo diving has its place and done properly I don't see any

real evidence that itt any more ha:ardous that buddy
diving. lt is my stated hope that divinq busineses anci

rlrarters will follow in the footsteps of the well known
'Miko Ball Divinq' hoat, 'Spoilsport' which has permitted
il lor sorrx, yoars. lt is also my hope that the authorities
lll,rl ov('r,,(,('t,rvc riivinq within Australia eventually re-
cv,rlrr,rll lirr,ir pxrsitiorr on solo diving. Of interest to me

r,, IIr,rI IIrl Irirllrtst rrrrrent certification currently offered
lry llrt,tkrrnin,rnt ravc diving organisation in the region,
w,rs rli,rivttl lrorn a previous course, initially written
,rrorrrrrl tlrc demands of solo exploration. Somewhere

,rkrnq llre way it would seem that its purpose took a dif
lcrerrt path. I live in hope that will change someday, with
an advanced course around solo cave diving exploration
being offered. Privately I know l'm in good company
with this desire...
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Specisl Rotes for
CDAANlembers!

Conveniently situated half way btw
Port MocDonnell ond Mt. Gombier!

Stop in For a Meal
$10 Lunches every day!

1pen Every Day Except Good

Friday E Christmos Doy,

2233s Riddoch Hishway ?FOT!
Mount Schank SA 5291 NjI

As a post script, since initially writing this article and

releasing it on my website

www.InduranceSwimmerAustra I ia.com

I've also put together some anonymous surveys on this

subject which will be used {or an upcominq article. There

will be a link to the one target:n! technical divers on the
CDAA Form under Solo Diving Survey.

Many thanks to the following people who assisted me in

my research: Chris Brown, Dr Peter Buzzacott,

Bob Halstead, Peter Horne, Mark Powell. I

I
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Destination:: MEXICO

Explor[ mS t[Nw #mryx&exs
ceffiwt&s #f Wwam&a&m

By Josefin Thelander

what's unique abaut wve diving in Mexico? tn the amaring renotes in the
Riviera Maya you have an extraordinary chanrc ta dive in d{verse but equaily
breathtaking wnderwater enviranments, whether you,re a cays diver *r'apen
.water div*r. ftere yau'll find arttrre besf diving ,onditiunu combined, makingit one af the besf spo*s in the whale wnrld. Tfre caves that stittseern fo hald awhisper fram their Mayan histary in their wa{ls are hauntingly beautiful and

have enthralled many since their cliscovery sa take a oee/tr"ea th and tet
yaurself be drawn inta the magic a{ Tulum.

The first cave divers came
to the Yucat5n in the mid
80s and started to explore
the massive systems one
metre at a time, Jim Coke
and a few more being the
pioneers, and although
today the Quintana Roo
Speleological Survey
(QRSS) has over '1300 kilo-
metres of explored
underwater cave passage
recorded, a lot remains to
be discovered. When
asked about what's the
pull in exploring, JC, cave
diver and owner of Zen
Diving in Tulum answers
this "When you go
exploring you never
know what you are going

The peninsula of Yucatdn in the southeast part of
Mexico has been transformed through thousands of
years of sea level fluctuations, and what once was a
massive coral reef is today the biggest cave system in
the world. The porous limestone platform t'hat rose
from the sea thousands of years ago was slowly hol_
lowed out by slightly acidic rainwater that f;lls in
excess in the region, creating underwater rivers that
in some cases united with the Caribbean sea. During

the lce Age the sea levels were low enough to expose
the caves to air, allowing the formation of millions of
stalactites, stalagmites and columns that today deco_
rate the once again water filled caves. C-enotes
(Mayan; dzonoot - sinkhole or well) were created
when the roofs of such caves collapsed and present_
ed an entrance into the depths. The Mayas that pop_
ulated the area before the Spanish Conquest
believed the cenotes to be sacred gates to Xibalba,

the spirit world. and thus the centre of communion
with the gods. One of the most important gods was
Tzuultaq'a, the lord of the earth, and one of the
ways to try to please him was by sacrificing treasures,
animals and even humans down into the depths. To
this day, human skeletons, animal bonel jewellery
and other historical objects can still be found at the
bottom.
Today Yucat5n draw tourists from all over the world,
a.nd diving is an important part of that pull. Not only
diving fantasts come here of course, but also sun
worshippers who are attracted by the spectacular
beaches and accidentally discover the magic of diving
in search for something to do while giving their skin
some well needed rest from the sun. Many of them
are amazed by what they see and instantly fall in love
with diving. Some come with an Open Water
Certification and leave with a desire to one day do
the full cave course. Others keep coming back year
after year to enjoy the endless possibilities for iave
diving. That's the beauty of the diving here; it suits
everyone. Recreational divers can be amazed by dis_
covering the entrance to the caves through civern
diving, which gives a taste for what is to beiound for
the one who dares to venture further in. The cracks
and holes in the cavern roofs produce a magnificent
show as the rays of sunlight penetrates the crystal
clear waters, creating an image that can hardly be
made justice with a camera. lt feels like a passage to
another world and it is not hard to imagine why
these natural wonders were once considered sacred-.
For the more experienced divers there are fantastic
caves with great variety, or for the really adventurous
ones, exploring.

to find, Maybe it's nothing at all, just adead eid, oi
maybe itb this massive. incredibly beautiful big room
or a whole new cave system. you can always go fur_
ther and what you discover down there is something
that no one has ever seen before. your eyes are thi
first ones to ever see the beauty hidden in a world
that modern technology has given us access to, and
that's a thrilling thought. lt,s simply a part of our
planet that has yet been untouched by humans.
Some people discover the space and what,s around
us, whereas we explore the earth, where there is still
a lot to discover."
Some of the cenotes are isolated water bodies, oth_
ers are enormous sub-horizontal cave networks con_
nected through thousands of metres of caves, in
some cases even connected to the ocean. The biggest
systems are Ox Bel Ha and Sac Actun and they alone
consist of hundreds of cenotes, which means that you
could dive every day here for years and still discover
new places and lines. The dives vary a lot in their style
as well. Some contain tiny restrictions and others
have huge rooms, some have white walls and some
have black, some are shallow some are deep. ln
Cenote Angelita, at 30 metres deep you,ll find and
island of debris and old trees surrounded by a sulfur
cloud that creates the dreamlike impression of an
underwater river. Dive in and suddenlythe only thing
you can see is the dim light from your torch.
ln Cenote Carwash you'll find millions of formations
of every kind both above and underneath you. The
Pit is famous for it's massive room where sunbeams
llghts up the water down to 30 metres, creating a
majestical scenery that is any photographers dreJm.
ln many cenotes you'll find mind-blowing haloclines !rI>

,l

I
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where the fresh water lays on top of the warm salt
water; creating a blurry interface and an effect so sur-
real that you might have to pinch yourself to make
sure your not dreaming. Most caves are beautifully
decorated with incredible rock formations, some-
times massive columns and sometimes thousands of
tiny stalactites and stalagmites that will spark your
imagination as you pass them. The only thing that
the caves have in common is the crystal clear fresh-
water that often gives up to 150 metres of visibility
and stays around a pleasant temperature of 25" C all
year around. All these different attributes create an
atmosphere and experience that will make you want

to come back again and again and again. ln other
words if you are looking for the divers paradise on
earth, then search no more. Come and explore Tulum
and find everything that you have been looking
for... and more!

Special thanks to: All the explorers and cave divers
who made the way for the ones who came later.

Quintana Roo Speleological Survey for making the
information easily accessible and clear

Contact Zen Diving Tulum
E: contact@zen-diving.com
www.zen-diving.coni I

THE

MAN

HUMAN FACTOT

,".,)a

Successor of the breakoLrt MirnLi

Created lor divers wlro denrarrrl air

the m0st comprelrensive biornr.rftir
and sleek, stairless steel closiqrr, []

same alqorithm as the Galilen ur

M2 makes for a perfect prinrary
c0mputer option, Experience thn lafr
Factrr Divinq[M innovation that aliow
feel nrore liberated than ever before,

)IITFII
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SCUBAPRO NOVA 72OR
SCUBAPRO MANTTS 2 (M2) WIDE & 720 WIDE LED
The Ultimate "lntelligent" Personal Dive Computer

NEWT m

The M2 is a dive computer like no other. The newest example af Human
Factor Divingru engineering incorparating the latest in hiornetrics, the M2 is
the embodiment af go-everywhere, do-everything personal dive computing"

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY FOUND NOWHERE ELSE

. An Adaptive Algorithm. Factors respiration/breathinq r,rlc

as an indicator of workload and adjusts the dero pl,rn lo
avoid risk factors.

. Microbubble Settings Enable thc,rr1,rplivr,,rlr;orillrrn to
adjust to a divers experience levcl,,rrlr,,rrrrl pltysit,rl condi
tioning.

. Profile Dependent lntermcdiatr: Stops Calculates interme-

diate stops based on N2 loading, current and previous dives

and breathing mixes.

. Heart Rate Monitor. Tracks workload and incorporates it
into deco calculations to make the dive safer.

. Skin Temperature lvlonitor. With SCUBAPRO HRM belt, pro-

vides another aspect of a diver's physiology

to be factored into the workload algorithm.

o Stroke Counter. Useful for counting laps,

strokes or calculating distance when swim-

ming in shallow water.

. Calorie Burning. Calculated by combining
heart ratefuuorkload data.

PLUS THESE FEATURES & FUNCT|oNS

. Built from the highest marine-grade 3161 stainless steel

with bold engraving and graphics

. Smart technology hoseless air inloqr,rlion lt,rrtrllos rntrlliplr,

transmitters plus true (RBT) data.

. Digital tilt-compensated compass allowr k;r r,,rry rr,rvirl,rlion

under water or on the surface.

. Four Dive Modes-Deco, Gauge, Apnea and ( ( Il lrlus a

Swim Mode.

. Dive Modes function to a maximum operatinq depth of
120n1394f1.

. UWATEC ZHL-8 Predictive Multi-Gas algorithm programs

up to three gas mixes (21-100o/o 02)

. Fixed PPO2 CCR algorithm accommodates closed circuit
rebreather divers.

. Enhanced logbook allows Apnea divers to store repetitive
drver ,oqrienlr,r,ly under Ihe same session.

. llearl r.rtc rnonitor uses a SCUBAPRO HRM belt that also

t,rl iril,rtos rkin temperature.

. lull rlive planner is included, along with a countdown
lirner in Scuba mode.

. CR2450 user replaceable battery is rated for two years or
300 drves.

. USB data interface (using a dongle) is PC/Mac/Android
compatible using LogTRAK software/App.

By providinq more vital, individualized information in an

intuitive delivery system, the M2 enables divers to make

smart decisions based on biometrics and additional person-

al data to make their drving safer, help improve their diving
skills, and as a result, make the time they spend under water
a lot more fun. And that, after all, is what diving's all about.

A GIANT LEAP FORWARD . . .

LED lights are the dive lights of choice amonq trxl,rys rlivt,r,,

Able to burn brighter and longer relative to llte ,trrrolrrrl ol
power they expend, LED lights inspire divers to dive rnure lry

unlocking the door to the wodd of night diving Light5 1u1n

even the most routine day dive into a more memorable

underuvater experience.

The Nova 720 WIDE and Nova 700R WIDE are machined

from heavy-duty aluminum and both lights are lightweight
yet built to last, while delivering powerful illumination. They

both use the same light head, equipped with the newest
CREE XIVL2 LED, capable of pumping out between 720 and
800 lumens. Both lights use simple twist-orVtwist off activa-
tion backed by double-O-rinq seals. Strategically placed

knurling, raised-up diamond-shaped indentations in the
metal, improves grip and makes the twist activation that
much easier. A shock-proof rubber protectton over the end of
the light head safeguards the electronics and provides an

additional no-slip surface. Rated to a maximum depth of
300m (1 000ft), both models are equipped with an overpres-

sure valve on the end cap, an imporlant lalcty foaturc not
normally found on torches in the Nova i,rO///0lls prirt,

range.

The two lights differ in size and power Tlx, Nov,r //0 Wll)l
is the larger of the 1wo, measuring 22.)tn lt\ l rrllrr,,,) n

length. lt is powered by three C-cell batterit,r wlrir lr r,rn lrt
either disposable or rechargeable. The Nov,r //()0lt Wl{ rl i,, ,r

more compact rechargeable version, as inrlrr,rllrl lry llrr''li'
and measures l4cm (5.5 inches) in lenqth ll i,, lxrw,rlrl lry,r
single 18650 Lithium-ion or Lithium ion lxrlyrrror (l rl\r) lr,rl

tery The Nova 720 WIDE provides l0 lrorrr,, ol lrrrrrr lrrrrr,

while its smaller colleague, the 720R Wlt)l , rlivr', ., ', lrorrr,,

THE NOVA 720l720R AT-A-GLANCE

. Rugged black aluminum body offen a rtr,,rlllry
"tech" look while providing lightweight
long-term durability.

. lnterchangeable light head

is equipped with the

newest CREE XML2 LED.

r 700 lumen illumination

ranks among the best in its

class (see below).

. Double O+ing seals ensure

watertight integrity.

. l)i,rrrrorrrl.,lr,r1x,rl knurling (metal indentations) on both
lr,rrrrilt,,rrrrl lir;lrt lrt,,rd qLrarantees a firm grip, with or with-
ottl r;lovt'l

. l,rsy lwill on/lwisl oll at tivation allows for troublejree
olxrnrlron, ror;,rri1ltr,, ol r1r,pllr.

. Shock prrnl rLrblx,r prolt,r lions keeps the Iight head from
knocks and bumps

. Over-pressure valve releases any battery off qassing-the
ultimate dive light safety feature not normally found on
torches in this price point.

r A depth rating of 300m (1000 feet) ensures worry-free
lighting in virtually all diving condrtions.

. The Nova 720 WDE is powered by three C batteries, either
disposable or rechargeable.

. The Nova 720R WIDE rs powered by a single 18650
Lithium-ion rechargeable battery available worldwide.
. Both torches are sold without batteries, providing choice for
the diver while keeping downward pressure on both price

and potential transpoft issues.

. B0 Degree beam

lllumination:
Wlrcrr il r orrrr,,, lo r r,rrrkrlrl orrt briqhtncss, the Nova 720 and

Nov,r /,r0li rln wr,ll ,rlrr,,rrl of tltc pack. Producing higher
Irrrrlr', llr,rrr rno,,l l)lnr,ly rl vc liqltts includinq many large

pistol-grip styles-and out-pac-

ing virtually all secondary dive

lights, the Nova 720 and

720R lead the market in

sheer light intensity.

Burn Time:
Using a set of three C-cell batter-

ies the Nova 720 delivers intense

maximum illumination which gradu-

ally settles into a steady light output,
delivering 1O-plus hours of total burn

time. 0n a fully charged lithium-ion battery
the Nova 720R maintains its maximum light inten-

sity well through its charge, delivering a maximum

burn time of approximately 2.5 hours.
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Jan'Lewy'Lewis
There aren't many people around these days who can claim to be South Australian cave

diving pioneers or long-term CDAA supporters who have "heen there" from the
beginning, but lan "Levvy" Lewis is definitely one of them! Like myself, lan has had an
obsessron with volcanoet cayes and related sciences for as long as he can remember,

and I never cease to be amazed by his boundless enthusiasm, inspirationalfriendliness
and generous spirit which I first experienced when he went out of his way one day in

1980 to belay my group the 30 metres into and out of Helll Hole the hard way (no

harnesset and he didn't even get into the water himself!). And as a special friend,
lan has helped me out of a number of difficult situations over the years.

I know that what lan would really like to achieve wauld take many lifetimes, but he has

already done so much since becoming a cave diver in 1971 thatyau could literally fill a
book with his achievements. Some of fhese include his numerous pioneering scientific

studies, explorailons and canseruation work in tfte caves of the Nullarbon Mount
Gambier interctate and averceas;authoring publications on diving and safety, including

"Cave Diving" (published araund 1975 vvhile he was National Representative on the l,U.S.

Cave Diving Commission) and the groundbreaking "Cave Diving in Australia" (which he

co-authared with former CDAA President Pefer Stace in 1980 and which is also haw we
first met at Pete's front door); and many important roles such as teacher; scuba instrudar

and numerous CDAA committee roles including President, inaugural Research Growp

member and Scientific Officen lan is alsa still a very active Life Mernber of both the CDM
and Adelaide caving group CEGSA, and is an accomplished musician!

While serving in his role as Australia's only qualified cave diving geologist, lan is a

true prafessional, but we often rneet casually for our Boys' Nights whereupon Levvy

and I greet each other with an arm-spreading hug and "Mayyyyyte!" before rattling
off "Gaon Show" expressions and generally carrying an {such dkplays can also

sometimes be seen while we are diving!). lt has been a real privilege fo share the
past 35 years of my life with such a great friend, and I look forward to many more
rewarding years of exploring and documenting our wanderful underground realm

with lan, even if it'll mainly be from our desks from here on in!

Tell us a bit about your youth,
where were you born, what start-
ed your interest in diving and
more importantly cave diving?

I grew up in Mt Gambier as a kid
because my old man was a forester
out in the forests. I was in Scouts

and our scoutmaster worked with
the CSIRO. He was interested in
Bat Banding so we went out one

day with him to do some dry cav-

ing and it was just the most amaz-
ing experience and a day that
changed my life. I have always

thanked him for it as I got in to
Caving very quickly after that. ln a couple of years I

realised there was water in those caves and you could
see the tunnels going further down so I took up scuba

diving just to find where those tunnels went. I did a

dive course at Adelaide University with a couple of
lnstructors and they told me I had to do 3 or 4 open
water dlves, but ltold them I knew of a much better
place, so they came to Mount Gambier and I did all
my training dives in the sinkholes (this was 5 years

before the CDAA started!). I had other friends who
then taught me about the scientific side of Caves and
that got me interested right from the start.

Peter Horne writes that you BOTH have a passion for
Caves, and that even at your current age you haven't
lost the love of a Cave Environment, or what lives

inside a Cave. Can you explain what fascination you
had as a child, and to this day how does just being
in a Cave effect you? Describe the emotion, the wow
factor; and how your fascination for Caves has led to
a career involved with Geology. lf l'm not on the
right trac( correct me if you will please . . "

My diving experiences were the reverse of everybody
else's. For the next 15 years I dived only in cavcs and

sinkholes, including the early Nullarbor expeditions
and never went in the sea in that time, so I was into
Cave Diving from the very beginning. With others, I

was also involved with some of the Government
enquiries at the time. After the CDAA had been up
and running for a few years with a structure in hand,

we made a decision that if you were going to exam-
ine someone in the water by removing a mask and
regs etc you would need to have formal training and

a proper qualification because you were depriving
cave diving candidates of a life support during the
examination process. So the CDAA decision was that
we should all become qualified scuba instructors
with one of the agencies. I went off and did a FAUI

lnstructors course in Adelaide with a whole lot of

mates, had a great time, and the
dives on the FAUI lnstructors
course were my first time ever in
the ocean! Shortly after that, Paul

Lunn and John Bent of Adelaide
Skindiving Centre offered several
of us instructing work and I had
my eyes opened to ocean diving
which I also loved. lespecially liked
teaching new divers and building
their confidence and love of the
ocean.
My cave diving has been in three
phases, each of them different.
This is the reason why I have kept

such enthusiasm and interest in cave diving from
1969 to the current day - nearly 50 years.

The first phase was Exploration; I did this with all my
mates in the Mt Gambier sinkholes and out on the
Nullarbor for 15 years. I was the f irst Australian Cave

Diver to go to Eritain and then Florida where I met
Sheck Exley and Aussies have been going over here

ever since.

The second phase was lnstructing because I really
enjoyed training people, showing them how they
could dive in caves and sinkholes safely and the
CDAA set a good standard in training. Once people
acquired cave diving skills it made them much better
divers and their whole diving experiences improved
irr ravcs and in thc sea, eg for wreck diving. I reckon
I rliri cx,rrnirrirrg/irrstructlng for almost 25 years. Peter
5l,r<t' ,rrrtl I wrotc thc book 'Cave Diving in Australia'
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in 1 980 to provide good train-
ing and planning information
for cave divers. At the 40th
Anniversary Dinner a couple
of years ago they presented
Linda Claridge and myself
with certif icates. Linda had

trained the most number of
students at 450+ and I came
second with about 400. 5o

between us we had trained
nearly l000 cave diving certifi-
cations and that showed how
we really loved to teach. All of
those divers have improved
their diving for the rest of
their lives.

The third phase of my diving

has been Research. Lots of that has been
done with Peter Horne but many others
as well and more divers are becoming
interested in their cave environment. I did
my Geology degree at Adelaide
University, basically because I was a cave

diver and explorer and I had started
learning about Limestone, whlle many
other geologists were specialised more in
hard rocks and petroleum. Limestone
isn't a big slde of geology but I really
wanted to know about it and realised
that only cave divers can access these
places. lf I could understand what the
geology of the cave environment ls all
about and if l'm the only one who can so,

I can interpret it and explain it so every-
one else can benefit as well. That has

been a shining motivation for me ever
since and I reckon I will go on cave diving
for another twenty years researching.

Quite a lot of the dives I now do are shal-
low sinkhole dives and I might spend an
hour or two chuffing around in 20 to 25
metres finding so much new geology and
science to think about!

ln your five decades of diving, what else
have you achieved throughout the
years?

After working as a FAUI lnstructor with
Adelaide Skin for 6 months, Russell Kitt
opened up f ive diving centres in
Melbourne and he was looking for FAUI

lnstructors from all over and asked me to
come across for the summer. 20 years

later I was still there! I ran lnstructing
courses in Port Phillip Bay and had the
pleasure of diving all the reefs and
wrecks and I have to say I absolutely
loved it. I love the cold water diving, the
wrecks, going for scallops and those
beaut fast drift divesl I found that new
divers always asked "Where can we go
diving?" and most dive centres wanted
them just to keep coming on their boats
and pay $50 per trip. I said "No, take
them down to the beach, give them time
to get used to their gear; give them a few
months to get their confidence and read
sea conditions and then they will come
on the boats!" I used to hand out some
basic notes about which jetty to go to,
such as Portsea or Flinders, and eventual-
ly it grew in to a book which became the F >
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Memsries af the early days of the CDAA - by lan Lewis ...

WOW - isnl Guidelines #1 a hoot! AND it's so full of our historical stuff, people, decisions etc.
I didn't realise how big a step it was to formalise and organise a national newsletter. You can see the mod-
ernCDAAjusttakingshaperightthereinthatfirstEdition. l'mquiteemotional!l
I was very proud of Guidelines #1 and getting it up and going. I chose the name for it and that name has

stuck ever since. Who would believe it is so good today nearly 40 years later!
I reckon it's one of my best achievements and I also give hcaps of credit to Peter Stace who was the other
driving force behind getting proper, organised quality and timely information to CDAA members.

First map af Hell's Hale
hand drawn by lan.
The article was also
written by lan.

Published in Gurde/rnes
/ssue #1. 5ept.1978.
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AND A "noLE" DAY AT HELL'S llolP_:

AAtuXAl

^

{
ti\

4
A\
,/r't^AAA

l|
,ri

A
//\
/\

After all the testlngr t-ho nraJorlty of the Cat I people and
Ehe testers got together over a dcct:nt meal (should I qoy 'deecent'
meal? Upun my uordl) at the Jc'ng tlotcl. wc' al I decided to go and
dive Neilts HoIe because the wtrhtSr-rr w.'ia grcllt, ue had the gear
and a keen bunch of people all wntrttng an lnterestlng dlve. vle
got per:::ission from the Woods.rnd F'oroot8 at Myora and or:ganised
ifre it" divers into buddies. 30 rnctres of ladder wao tied to a
tree on the eastern side of t:he hola, !:ut it was only necessary
to cli"mb ?0 retres to get to thc water, whlch sas ld"elcotm after
lhe hot sun. Bveryone not diving Just lazed around s:,rnbaking'

To our credit, II flivcrs nratlaged to keep the silt dosn to
nearly nothing, and we all got a look around. Visibility vas
fair ind the lrater fairty cool - Several tearns circumnaviqat€d
the hole at a depth of about l0 nrctres and reached a maxi"mum
depth cf about.20 Jnetree at the north end overhang. 'rhere are
several places where large boulclers have colLapsed in, giving
rise to istrin-through. oections, and it could be considered that
Hell's tlole may rate a category 2 label. The climb up the ladder
ia the hillert- It was a good team effort and a successful aad
enjoyable dive, and a map waa produced aften^'ards vhile all lie
aelail was clear 1n our minds. HelI'a llole ls the :'ergest
sinkhole by far in t.he SoutJr Eastr belng 50 metres j.n diameter
ald dropping 3o metree to water. Hera it ls
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"Shore Diving Guide to
Victoria". When I published
the first edition, several dive
industry people said "Who
goes shore diving any more?
You're an idiot! " But I have so

far ended up selling 25,000

copies over 25 years, would
you believe! They are still sell-
ing, and every diver who has

a copy learns better about the
sea and then goes to the dive
shops asking to learn more, to
do another course or buy
some better gear.

ri ,
't

)f'
Lt

T ffi:(*Swr What are your favourite dives and why?

x

ln a cave sense I have to say Weebubbie and Warbla,
but in fact any dive in Mount Gambier really, I just
love the cave diving environment. ln the sea I just
love sitting in 5 metres under a pier discovering what
lives on the bottom or on a pylon, or any night dive.

It's not big gung ho diving but I really like showing
people stuff underwater.

lf you had your time all over again, would you do
anything differently?

I thlnk I would have liked a couple of scooters and
much better lights for the early trips I did to the
Nullarbor. Having those now would allow me to do
even more research and l'm also thinking of a

Rebreather for extended research time. One project I

am seriously looking at doing in the next couple of
years and in talks with Tim Featonby, Steve Coulter
and others is a slow systematic and careful examina-
tion of the geology and structure of the whole
length of the first main sump of Cocklebiddy. lt's

about 1km long and people have been diving it for
40 years but l'm finding that diver descriptions and

occasional photographs don't show well what it is in

reality. I have a real ambition to take a good look in
there with a team to help me photograph, measure

and document it. That will give us an great insight
and understanding of Nullarbor Cave geology and
hydrology. Cave Divers have a unique perspective in
some of Australia's special aquifers and our recording
of underwater cave science contributes to vital
knowledge in the driest continent in a world that has

to manage its water resources with increasing care.

Could I do this cave science research in dry caves?

Yeah of course. But that's boring by comparison - |

always wanna get into the water like all of us!

m
qffi

I

MARCH 2016. PAGE 34 MARCH 2016 - PAGE 35

The guy in the blue wetsuit and yellow me!
I had organised a special
team of several of us to
systematically photograph
and record sinkhole fea-
tures in the early '19805

(hence the older gear
style) but at that time the
car in Little Blue was
nowhere near as silted up
as today. We took the
photo to show the car
with bright-colored gear
as contrast and also to
demonstrate the buoyan-
cy skills which cave divers
are trained in to keep
above the silt floor of sink-
holes.
The car is a Morris 1100
1966 model and this
photo was taken in 1981

so it was pushed into the
sinkhole somewhere between these years. - I think probably about the early 1970's.

The boot's open because when the car was f irst found by the Mount Gambier Scuba Divers Club, they jem-

mied it open and found a chainsaw in it. When they dried it out at the surface it started OK because it had

only been in fresh waterl There's a story about Little Blue and the car on the local ABC website which I did

with Kate several years ago. Photograph by Peter Thompson. Copyright lan Lewis.

lnvestigating
inverted
stromatolites
on boulder in
One Tree, 1978.

Those were the days of Conshelf regs,

Otter BC's and wrist-mounted multi-
gauges!

Photograph by Peter Thompson.
Copyright lan Lewis.

BC ri

r

Oct.2014

!>



,Destination: South Madagascar by Pierre Constant. www.scubadragongalapagos.com

Caues of the
Mlkea Forest

Irw* ym*rs &*ef mfmpsm# ssnr* my fmsf r*lre drvrrlSr cxpf*nafr*ms mffi ffuc

Mafumf*Iy P{trf##u, rffi ffle grr*mf sm*rf& *f, }[#mdmgrmsc*r Sfrrmr*fafed &y mew

infpm*f**m m**d * r*cemf ysds* rsmlmed im ffirf*&*r 3Sf4' f ecf*s &emm f*
p*;s& *fu**d rn s r*evlr dru"erfrmx*"

Ihls ffrms, rf w*s n*f g*imgr *m &* sm*xf&" &c,r* $*flf$? mfl fuf**g mr: f&e &*rsfrr

Sefmn'lmfrm fffa8**x; *rmx;nd Sa{*ry S*y mr*d mv**t favr'*&#r sf? *$lm wa3'f*
Anday**Sm*&*, F&e r*eer:* drsr*w*ryr mf sfgr*rf,irxruf &mm* d*p*srfs rra Mrrxfxny

sin&&md* {Aym*} rm Ssfsm*ruanprfs*fs* ffix*f*nuxf Pmr&- smxxfft *efl fulsmru Sad

/ed f&e f&S*fxgrxsy $r#i/#rffi$??#rlf fm ffu* #msq.*r* mf *ff rmv*s *md srmdr&mfes

ranffirn f3l* p*r&, f*r *:d:arrms*.$ flffirlstrflrd#ffmm reas*ms *md srrmmf.fff* r*se*refu

*s wmdf, ssm** ffi**fmm*f #m*6r*p&rr ftm# pm&*d # rt#$* rm $$'r**"*.

Iletween 2012 and 2014, Ryan, - an Australian diver operating

Atlantis Dive Centre with his wife in Anakao- had been the

only operator authorized by the park authorities to lead recre-

atronal drves in Vintany. Unfortunately, after they sold out the

ilrsiness, the dive centre went into new hands and soon the

'r,rvc diving permit' was extended to other dive operators in

Arr, rk,xr. This surely created havoc. Everyone wanted a piece of

I I rr, r , rkt,, no one had the expertise or training for cave

rlrvrrri;, rxrl lo mention any respect for the

1rl,u l or krr llre bones that laid in

llrr,rr, llrr, (,rv(, lreasures were

rrrr; lx,rrr,,,rvlt, lt,ttttililtq

',1 ttll', r rt,,,11r', ltttr1',ttttltlt',

r )l lrtlllt',lr rlt( ltt ttt)t'tl, ltr tt
rltlr, lrr'llr A tr',tl,lt,ttttr',
llr,rl r ortlr1, rttly ttt,ltt,,",,trl
ll(',,
AIlr,r rr rrlr, rlly r lt,, r,vlttt rr 1 ll tr ",th'
rn Attrltt,l ,r(lll, wrllr ,tlt,"rrly ,rtt

r( I{,, r lr r I r rll l( I, I w,t', lot lt tt t,tl| ll r r ltv| ll t|
l. rtr rr rt t', Vtt tl,tt ty r, tvl tt t ll tl r otttl r' tt ty r rl lly, tl t

lt,rrI rrrrrrrl,r0l,),llrrrllrrlrur,',,r1',lul1',,rrrrl;,tw',,tttr1t'votl
,rlrrll ',l r,lllrrnll ,triw,rtllr)rllrrl{lrrrrltllllrl{lllw,lIr'l wlli( ll

I had first identified wrth the help of a crocodile specialist from

southern France- before it was touched by others,

Subsequently, I was the first to publish articles on these

Mahafaly sinkholes, before the word spread out. All this was

history now I had to venture elsewhere for my research and

explorations.

May 2015. The farthful Jos6 was waiting for us with his 4x4,

as Christina and myself were disembarking on the

mud flats of Tulear, into a bullock cart

loaded with 5 tanks and our bags. We

were just returning from Anakao,

. where Ryan had agreed to PUt

m"#sffi,'irililffii:r"iffffiEtrffi"::.ffiWBB had to resort in buYing

4h40 Wo r,rll in ,rt 'Sirona del Mare'for the night, a little resort

witlr rorrru1r,rl llr,rlrlx,rl rtxrlt'tl bunqalows on a sand dune

w tlr lr,rnor,rrnir viows. Ir,tn<escct and Claire, the ltalian-

M, rl, x l,r',y owrrtr',, ,rrr, lr,r14ty to see some visitors in such a God

Ir,,,rktrr pl,rr, Irxrkinq like a weathered long haired bearded

grir,rli', lr,ulr",rr: tenrirtds me at once of Johnny Depp in

" l'ir, rlrr ol llrr'( aribbean', in more real even 1... I ask him about

,r r,rvr,in llre area. "ln 20 years that I have been here, I have

nlvt'r lnard of such a place. . . ", he confesses. " However, there

i,, ,r \ite like this a short walk away from the village, but I don't

lhirrk it is worth it and it has very little water".

At the village, some locals accept to take me for a small fee.

Ihe 15 minutes walk leads to an insignificant collapsed sink-

hole, with hardly any cave visible. The small puddle of water

found in the middle, is as big as a wash basin... A tamarind

tree stands nearby, with a few shells and an empty rum bottle

at its foot. lt is a site of rituals for offerings to the spirits. The

pan of water is so ridiculous that I smile at my misfoftune.

Somehow, my eyes are attracted to the unexpected figure of a

snake -about a metre long- on watch in the very heart of the

pond. lt is a stunning Dumerils ground boa, "Acrantophis

dumerili" in reddish brown and white colors, with an artistic

diamond design on its back. Rare and endemic, the snake is

probably waiting for the night, to catch prey coming to the

waterhole. As I come close for a few shots, the boa remains M

some iron weights for a

scale, at an lndian hardware

shop. Early morning, we set' off for Salary Bay, with 70 litres

of diesel plus a full jerrycan.' 
Following the rocky and sandy shore of

the Mozambique channel, we headed north

for 110 km through the spiny bush of Alluaudia cactus like

trees and Didiereacae octopus trees, reaching Salary North in
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ur,rl,nnr'(1. ll is also 'lady' or taboo for the locals, who will not

rlr,,lrrtlt il.

l lrc sun scts on the lvlozambique channel, with gorgeous glit-

Iurinq lights. Francesco tells us of the existence of at least tvvo

lristorical shipwrecks on the reefs of Salary Dating from the

1 8th century they have been discovered by the Belgian arche-

riogist Robert Stenuit in 1985-86. One is Portuguese: 'Nossa

senhora do Monte do Carmo' (1774) and was loaded with 60

cannons bound for Goa. The other one, the 'Winterton' (1 792)

was English and transporting the bounty of 300000 silver

pieces of eight. "Cannons everywhere undenruater!...", boasts

Francesco. "But rf someone comes in search of them, I am the

guardian of this sanctuary", he warns, dead serious with a dis-

suasive grin. Fortunately, I am not interested rn that sort of

treasure. Mine is of geological wonder, on the natural scale.

The warm light of dawn sees us off to Ambatomilo, and

Andalambezo on the southern shore of Baie des Assasins. The

area is full of water ponds covered rn lilies, where huge bottle

baobab trees "Andansonia rubrostipa" stitnrl quarr.l like time-

les giants. Funnily, many of thcm are covered by esthettc

'cloud shape'desiqns on llro bark. Ilrose art due to a growth

of fungus or lichens, rerninisront o{ I ibctan tantric paintings.

The surr is almost ,.11 its apex when we pull in into

Andalambezo, a clusters of wooden huts in the middle of

nowhere. Sitting on the ground in the shade of a baobab,

some locals are playing dominos. ln the hope of some infor-

mation, I ask again. Nobody knows, but I am told about 3

caves on the way to Andavadoaka, which I had heard about

earlier. Someone offers to take me there, but first l'll have to

buy a little bottle of rum and three packs of tobacco for the

compulsory ritual. From the road junction to Andavadoaka, a

turn off leads into the Mikea forest. Partially overgrown by veg-

etation, it is a very sandy track. A concern for Jose, who does

not wish for having scratches all over his vehiclel With the

guides help, I clear the way of spiny branches for a painstak-

ingly 2 hours under the scorching sun. A stop is called in a small

clearing. By the time I get to the first cave of Anjanomaike, I

am rather exhausted.

The collapsed sinkhole is located on an elevated plateau, in the

Mikea country Known as such for the presence of Mikea, a

wild group of humans surviving into the bush, probably relat-

ed to bushmen from southern Africa. The slanting slope into

the cave reveals the occurrence of white limestone and red

clay, apparent both on the cave floor and on the ceiling. Some

rounded stalagmites stem here and there like gross mush-

rooms Straiqht down to the left, I find a shallow water access

arxl lurther to the right another water pool with no underuva-

tor p.rssaqe in sight. The floor is covered in bat guano. By

chance, I encounter an unusual frog species. Grey and brown

in color, it has a white line along the back, extending from the

tip of the snout to the base of the tail. A species never seen by

my eyes before. Considering that, out of 1 50 spp. of frogs in

Madagascar, 99% are endemic, it is safe to say that this one is

another endemic wonderl The cave is very dark and I have an

inauspicious feeling about it, I am exhausted and not in the

mood. I exit without turning back.

Nearby, the other cave of Antaikikike -meaning 'cave of the

pooh bats - is but one deep hole with different narrow pas-

sages and dry From what I understand, the third cave of

Andakatobe is much further away in a different direction. Not

today, I reckon. Guide Michel does not even speak a word of

French, which makes him helpless, as far as I am concerned

We move on to Andavadoaka in the mid-afternoon, on a chal-

lenging track for heavy duty 4x4 only. A sleepy fishermen vil-

lage with a busy market. The scenic coastline is dotted with

limestone islets and rock arches, with the occasional sail canoe

drifting by. Perched on a sand dune, Coco Beach Resort is a

well deserved stopover, for a memorable night under tlrc sl;rrs.

I temporarily forget about the frustrations of the last couplc ol

days, but keep thinking that I have to find a cavo to divcl .

Back to Andalambezo, my aim is now to check the ravc ol

Andakatobe - which means 'Big hole' in the local dialect. The

sun is already high when I get going on foot with Andr6, my

new guide. South of the Andavadoaka crossing, a cart track

branches off to the south east, into the dry spiny forest. This is

the way to Mikea country, where a race of primitive men hide

from civilization and shy away from any encounter with

humans. The indistinct trail rises slowly into the sand, onto the

Belomotra plateau with spiny shrubs, among baobabs and

Pachypodrum. This is where all the'avens'are. After th15 of
forceful trekking at Andr63 fast pace, we reach a first cave with

3 openings in the roof. A thick wine comes down through the

middle. There is water at the bottom, but not enough for a

divel The second cave is dry and deep. Fifteen minutes further

is the third cave, known as Andakatobe. A lentil shaped open-

ing under a conspicuous overhang. At once, And16 approach-

es an 'aviavy' (ficus tree) with a small altar covered in shells

Serious as a pope, he undertakes the ritual, sprinkling rum as

he mumbles a litany begging the cave spirits to allow us safe

passage inside, Only then, can we proceed underground. A
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lkrr ll rlr,trll{,',lr rl x,lrrrlrl', rr', kr llrr, lxrllotrt fr)tt ol a large cham-

lr,r, ',rrlr,lul wrllr l)rown (lu,uro (l(I)osits. Io my surprise, I

Ir,lrr r, llr, ;rl,rrr", wrllr rcrrr,rins ol burnt wood, as well aS

',tr, rrrrlr, I x r[ u rr; irrr x rrrr,. Made of branches, with large hooked

',rr,rl,,,rll,x lrr,rl wrllr r,rllan resembling hairy rambutan fruits

tlrr,,,r,,rrl lr,rrliliorrally used to catch rats, or presently bats. In
,,rrrrrlr ol ,,rirviv,rl tood, the Mikea are responsible for such a

;rr,rrIrir, A vnall lake appears in the beam of mytorch at the

l, rr cr x l, wlrir h goes into another chamber under the rock ceil-

rr rr l N, rkrd crs a worm, Andr6 slips into the water to cool off . I

,rl',o rrrxlress, don mask, fins and snorkel and slide into the

w,rlor with UW torch in hand. A big noise ahead -as if the

w,tl{,r was streaming somewhere into the unknown- catches

rrry,rltention. The depth of the pool comes gradually down to
1,|;rn A swarm of chalk white blind fish of the Typhleotris

r;cnus, hover aimlessly over bat guano in the perpetual dark-

ncss "Typhleotris pauliani" was discovered by French scientist

liene Paulian in 1959. Swimming around the chamber, I can-

not frnd a lead anywhere. A dead end it is. Drawing a circle, I

return to my entry point and exit in sheer disappointment. My

trip comes to an end, but I shall not give up. Somewhere,

sometime soon, l'll be on tracL again.

September 2015. I return to Madagascar to lead a trip for

some British and Swiss clients. Back in Tulear, I am excited at

the idea of returning north along the coast to continue my

cxplorations on the Belomotra Plateau. Fresh information and

a new contact qive me a positive outlook. However, I have a

hard time to find tanks for hire, as Ryan is not willing to help

anymore. Protective of what he believes to be 'his' discovery

-when the caves were actually discovered by the French in the

1 960 s-, he wants to control access of the sites and tries to dis-

suade me to venture into them. In a very unfriendly manner, he

insinuates that I don't know what I am doing, that I am irre-

sponsible and un-experienced. A ilow of bad 'vibes', that I shall

brush aside with sheer irritation.

My base this tjme will be ltampolo Ve, a fishermen village on

the Baie des Assassins, where a 50 year old Swiss settled down

5 years ago. Overlooking the beach -with an extended reef

flat- is charming place on the top of a bluff. The entrance chan-

nel to the Baie des Assassins, in emerald green color, is on the

other side. A location out of this world!... The dirt track to get

there is no piece of cake, 4x4 bewarel Diana, the charming

Malagasy wife cooks us a delicious lunch of rice and jack fish

in a tasty sauce, while the cute 3 year old Esperanza - with blue

eyes and blond hair- stares at us wide eyedl "lci, c'est ) la

bonne franquette!...", declares Pierrot with a bright sense of

humour, when he returns from his work in the Mikea forest.

Nothing formal. Just the plain authentic hospitality of a moun-

tain man from the Swss Alps. I feel immediately at ease with

this colorful character, who is an unquenchable source of sto-

nes. "Yes, I know about some of these caves, l'll take you

there", he says as to comfort my expectations. Too late to do

anything today, too far to go and some clearing work will be

necessary. The man mentions a hole which connects to anoth-

er one underurater, something like 300 metres in length. I

might be able to do that on a single tank.

After a hearty breakfast, we are all set. From the main road

north, the 8km track into the Mikea forest takes ages. All

smiles, with a dark green ranger's hat on his head, helper Fiacre

hops off from the back of the Toyota. Bush knife in hand, he

goes in front of the car to clear the way of spiny branches or

shrubs that grow in the middle of the road. "Once upon a

time, trucks used to come here to collect quano from those

caves, and this was ilansported into sacs", explains Pierrot. "lt
gave work and an income to 200 people in the village, but

then a big guy came and all this was stopped overnight". . ., he

laments. By the time we qet to our destination, the sun is at its

apex, it is like a stove outsidel The Swiss leads me to a cave

with a double entrance: "This is the exit cave,..". We walk

through the spiny bush for a few hundred metres, before we

pass by a big baobab, with a slit hole in the trunk. A stone

throw away, is the abandoned camp of some Mikea people.

Two or three huts in a tented shape, made of wood and

baobab barks. A yellow jerrycan has been thrown into the

bushes. "They are around in hiding...", observes my guide,

who remarks that they came to look for water. "They are prob-

ably watching us, but we can't see them".

We climb down throuqh the lentil shaped entrance and find

our way in the darkness to the wahr cdqo, some 50m away.

Surprisingly, a small outrigger canoo lays llrorr,, hidden from

view What for? This the question Sotnt'ltow, I teror;ttizc the

pool of water on the left, with the lirr,pl,x r', rrrrl ll rr,,,r,rl lorrrl
brooms with the hooked 'Farehitsy' sr,rrlr, wllr lr ,rrt rr,r,rl Io
catch the bats... Yes, I have becn lx'rr, lrr,lotr,l Ilri', i',
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Arrrl,rkatobe, which I nowcall 'Baobab cave'. Aswarm of bats

,rrr, rraking a whooping roanng sound as they swirl swiftly
r rr rrk,r llm cerling. Fully equipped, I enter the water surrounded

lry lols of whrte blindfish, "Typhleotris pauliani", prehistoric

I x rkirrrtr. At the far left end of the pool, there is a side crack and

,r rl,rrk slope. At once, I notice some big stalactites hanging
rI rwrr lrom the roof rn black color. Bat guano fills the cave floor
r,vlrywhere, deep enough to plunge the arm in. Very volatile,

rl rrr,.rles an instant cloud of silt. A big chamber, with some

',lubby stalagmites, plunges to the left, then slowly rises to the
rrrllrl lowards the exit of another cave. This is the one with a

rioul)l(, cntrance, where Pierrot took me earlier. The lotal cave

Irrr;llr is rnaybe 100-1 50m, with nothing really attractive. I

Irrrrr ,rrrund completing a 45 minutes dive, with a maximum

depth of 17 metres. On the way out, hid-

den in the darkness, a white browed owl
"Ninox superciliaris", endemrc to
Madagascar; is staring at us with red eyes.

Upon return, the Toyota stops in the middle
of nowhere. "This is it", warns Pierrot to a
halt. Jumping out swiftly he searches for his

marks, 3 cuts on a tree trunk. An un-distinct
trail goes from there into the forest, for the
next 20 minutes. Fortunately, Fiacre carries

the steel tank, Pierrot has stuck some cush-

ions under his arm and holds a big lamp. I

carry the mesh bag with equipment and

Nikonos V camera at arm length. Like an

Egyptian eye into the limestone bedrock,

the entrance hole is small. No choice but to
bend down and crawl into the dark on a

rubble slope with loose rocks, to neqotiate
the narrow passage before the cave opens. The descent in zig-

zags goes for about 70 metres. Very dark in the dim light of
our torches, the main cathedral chamber is stunningly impres-

sive. Giant pillars are stemming out of a central lake. The cave

floor is again full of guano and slippery if one is not careful. I

gaze at a natural ledge on the right and signal Fiacre to drop
the tank there. lt is hot, musty and incredibly humid. We sweat
like pigs. Not the ideal environment for a claustrophobicl Fire

places around attest to the regular visit of Mikea people, in

search of water and bats. When I enter the lake, my feet sink

into guano soil, maybe 15-20cm at each step. Bats flying
around my head, I submerge and follow the wall on my right.

Depth is 1 to 2 metres at first. At the far left end of the pool

chamber, the cave sinks into the void along the left rock face,

rc.vealing some exquisite white
shawls. White blindfish hovering in
mid-water are sometimes attracted to
the beam of my torch, frantically

diverting their course in the last sec-

ond. With their helmeted head and

duck like bill, they look truly out of this

world. I pass by a small stubby stalag-

mite, heading north, past some sta-

lactites and elegant pillars in cream

white or golden color. Some have

been naturally broken, pile on top of
one another and cemented together.

For a moment, I have the hallucina-

tion of a dinosaur jaw resting on a

ledge, grinning with full teeth... I take

a close up photo for verification later.

The progression zig-zags left, then right in sharp angles,

Steadily downwards along the wall, as the corridor is getting

narrower. I enter a mind blowing chamber full of stalactites

and straws, in honey or dark brown color. Hanging down like

organ pipes, some of the straws have the consistenry and elas-

ticity of rubber.

Suddenly aware of this amazing, breathtaking environment, I

am under an awesome spell. ls this the 'Enchanting forest' or
'Ali BabaS cave'? what a magnificent piece of nature... well
beyond imagination. I squeeze in between restrictions, being

careful not to kick or destroy anything. Until I reach an even

larger chambel with pillars, stalactites, stalagmites, straws in all

directions. This 360" panorama, has a fabulous depth of field
and perspective. I don't know where to stare anymore! Colors

vary in shades of white, grey, pale blue and golden. An entic-
ing vision, a marvel of geological times defying description.

And yet, in its alluring beauty, it could very well be a death
trap... the curiosity that killed the cat. Should I get lost in there,

run out of air or simply get stuck somewhere without the pos-

sibility of escaping... A chilling thought, a dreadful expericncc,

an hallucination of the senses, a mirage of the nrindl Wlr,rl

about cave narcosis? I thoughtfully gaze at rny prossu(, (),lu()(,:

100 bars left. I am far beyond the safety ruk,ol tlrirrlr. orro

third of air to go in, one third to go out, and orrt' llrirrl itr r,t.,t,

anything goes creakyl I turn back without a secorrrl tlrrxrr;lrt
0n my way up, I realize with apprehension tltirt I lr,rvcrr't

reached the end of my roll of film. The lever kcqts windinq
alarmingly beyond the 36 frame mark. Holly sntoke| . Ihet lilnr
has not been set properly. With stupor, I understand that I

haven't taken any photos after all.

Meanwhile, Jos6 and Christina waiting by the car, are wonder-
ing why we haven't returned yet. What if anything happened

to me? As we drive back to the Swissmanb whispering heights,

I am quite upset about my misfortune. Maledictionl On top of
it all, Jos6 the driver informs me that we are running low on
diesel. Meaning that we cannot afford back and forth trips to

the caves anymore. Our host makes a revelation that he has

discovered a new one...
ln the soothing lights of dusk, I sip a rum and pineapple juice,

watching the sun go down from the top of the sand dune.

Thinking to myself that I cannot decently leave ltampolo Ve,

over such a disappointment. It would be a waste of time and

efforts!... My decision is'sine qua non'. I shall be back to Ali

Baba cave, early morning, with a new roll of film in the cam-

era.

The sun is already high when we walk the sandy trail into the
Mikea forest. My spirits are focused and my concentration opti-
mal. I carry the strict minimum and we climb down rather fast
into the darkness of Ali Baba cave. Pierrot and Fiacre are with
me until the end. I return undoruvabr to the stunning chamber
with the enchanted Iorcsl of slalirr lites, and even push further
down. A very narrow ru,slrirtron leads all of a sudden to a large

tunnel, witlr ,r lrirllr rr,ilinq (rothic and dantesquel
llow l,rr rlx,s llris r1;1... llt,rt wrll remains a mystery for now.
A u,rr,,ibk'rrurrrl slr,rll rrot push his luck or venture any further
orr ,r ,,irrr1k,t,rnk llurn around with 100 bars aqain, mission

r orrrpk'k'rl ,rl l,rst I

I Jrx'xpir lrrlly, wlren I squeeze again thru the restriction, I get
,,lrrr k I or ,r rninute, I fear that I am in serious trouble.. , No

oplion lrut that to move backwards, before I am able to slip

tlrrouqh it sideways. Back to the surface, it is almost cool in the
Mrkea forest. Around noon, the Toyota stops briefly at the
crossing of the roads to Andavadoaka and ltampolo Ve. 0ur
guides will return on foot, while we move on to Salary Bay. We
shake hands, sharing smiles. The story of life is quicker than the
wink of an eye... Velomal

Deep down, I have no doubts that the thrilling adventure is not

over. Somewhere, someday, hopefully soon. The Mikea forest
conceals more than the eye can meet. lt is still a chest of hid-

den treasures. "The essential is invisible to the eye. . . ", said the
fox to the little prince.

I

I
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o!6a,5lrT1ply

FEATONBY Tim (CDAA 3327) Yes Yes Yes

Worrowing Heights, NSW

Mob:0402 129 253

E: tim.featonby@hotmail.com

PAYNE, Timothy (CDAA 2640) Yes Yes Yes

\tlob.0448 141 921

E: Tim@diveesentials,com

(ave Adi,
Cave

DALLA IUANNA, lohn (CDAA 236)

[/0b 0407 887 060 Yes Yes Yes

E ldz@paintandcustom.com.au

EDWARDS, Chris (CDAA 2247) Yes

Mob:0417 1 16 372

Email: cedwards@aanet.com.au

McDONALD, Wanick (CDAA 1882)

-Deep
Iavern

Deep (ave Adv,

ftvern (ave

breath-taking"
18-19 March 2017

Australian Technologies
Park, $ydney

Hear& $[[,".

The worldt foremost divinrl
*uth*rilies

A full rcale dive exhibition

Ta[ks, scminars & workshopr

Liv+aboErdr, &sortE & di\re

trat el deFtinalionr

Lqrriprnent updal.es

Hcbrcath*r & ridc mount
workshopr.

Undrrwatrr filn & video
plEsentatians,

[.]nd+l r$rater Ph{tographir
Exhibition

Puh night with the OZTeks

Gala Dinner, OfTek Awards

pretr ntstioni & rnore .,.

For more information:

www.Offbk.com.au

Enquiries contact:

i nfo@d ive0ftek.com.au

I

Mob: 0408 374 1 1 2

E: info@oceandivers.com,au

Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 34Bl)

N/ob: 041 9 1 76 633

E. terri allen@bakeridi edu,lr

BARCLAY Gary (CDAA 1715)

Mob: 0407 527 921

E: garinda@bigpond com

Ys Ycs Yes

Yol Y(,, Yr,',

t
,t

BOW[/AN, ]ane (CDAA l8B0) Y(., Y,, Y(,,

Mob:0407 566 455

E: janelbowman@hotmar r orl

CLARIDGE, Linda (CDAA 2214)

Mob: 0408 052 070 Yes Yes Yes

E: garinda@tpgi com au

PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784)

Mob: 0407 445 1 12 Yes Yes

E: gpaynte160@bigpond,com

NAME
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1731)

/ A E info@idcscuba com au
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Rernelnber: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.
CN=CAVERN 5=SINKHOLE C=CAVE AC=ADVANCEDGAVE

Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.
CN=CAVERN S=SINKHOLE C=CAVE AC=ADVANCEDCAVE

"t 
I I

t\/t I (,i\t\rllill lt tA
Iwonr Ponds

Gouldons

I EVEL OWNER

NiI DEWNR -

PO. Box 1046
Mt Gambier 5290

CN DEWNR

ACCE55 DETAILS

Groups of 6 or more, phone/mail to Dept. for Environment,
Water & Natural Resources (DEWNR). Smaller groups, no need.
(08) 8735 1177 Fax: (08) 873s 1 1 3s

General Diving: Divers to contact DEWNR and notify of date
and site to be dived.
Please make requests by phone or fax only.

Divers must have the correct CDAA diving endorsement for
the site and carry current financial CDAA membership card.

The diver must have signed an indemnity with DEWNR
before access is permitted and original copy must be received
by DEWNR prior to diving.
Training: The lnstructor is to notify DEWNR ofthe date the sites
are needed and to forward signed indemnities from each
student and their temporary card number/ membership number.

Bookings can be made online via the CDAA web site.

At least 1 week prior by email: dhperkins@bigpond,com
or phone (08) 8738 4083.

Key available from Simon Livingstone at the Bellum Hotel.

Visitthe house beforediving. lf no one is home - no dive!

Maximum 3 divers all weekends between May & November
inclusive (check and update on CDAA website).

At least 4 divers in group - 1 with previous site experience.

Unrestricted days or numbers - Cave rated divers must not enter
Penetration sections (stop signs)

Unrestricted days or numbers.

Open every weekend. Maximum of 4 divers per weekend
undertaking 1 dive only (check an update on CDAA site).

Open every w'end max 3 divers per day undertaking 1 dive
per day (check updates on CDAA website).

Open every Saturday max 4 divers, 1 dive only (check an
update on CDAA website)

. No diving on Total Fire Ban Days.

. Permit also required to runcompressors during fire danger season.

. Keys {or Hells Hole, Nettle Bed, lddlebiddy and Stinging Nettle Cave
can be obtained from Lady Nekon Visitor Ctr on presentation
of Forestry 5A permits.

Refer to CDAA website. Twin Tanks - Maximum depth of 40
metres on Air. Diving slots are 8am, 11am, 2pm.
Book on-line at www.cavedivers.com or
Contact Craig at kilsby@cavedivers.com.au No-divinil on lotnl
No mid-week-diving all6wed. Firo Ban Days.

SITE LEVEI. OWNf Ii
MT. fiAtt4Blf;R - 5A {tontrrrrr,.,i)

Shaft S/C Goncrally open one
wcckend a rrorrlh.
lru'vor Ashby

ACCE55 DETAILS

For access dates go to the CDAA web page. Nitrox as a
diving mix is not allowed in the Shaft unless a trimix
endorsement is held but deco mixes attached to the shot line
are permissible. Refer to Shaft access bulletin withjn CDAA
Regulations. Divers applying to dive in the Shaft for the first time
must document dive experience with twin tanks.
l)owrload form r:{{ websile.

Obtain key from Mt Gambier Tourist lnformation Centre.
Access agreement must be signed prior to diving. 2 divers must
sign out keys, all divers must sign in advising which groupsthey
are diving with. Diving should be avoided after heavy rain due
to possible water contaminance. Diving hours are now
restricted to 8am to 8pm CSI

Download lndemnity from Web Page. Access available for
experienced Penetration divers only. Access agreement must
be signed prior to diving. Allow 4 wks for indemnity process.

A(cess IVlanager: Noel Dillon.
Emai l: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au

n((css Manager: Matthew Skinner.
t nrail: bakerscave@cavedivers.com.au
Clirrrbing equipment required.
()n(' []r'rnber must have previous dive experience at site.

Apply irr wrilirrtl for pcrmission to dive at least 4 weeks in
,rrlv,rrrrI ol lral) to: Distra(t l\4anager,
l)r,lr,lrlnr,nl ol I nvironrncnt and Conservation (DEC).,

l)O llox ,) 14, l\l)o,rnLC, W.A. 6450.
l'lrorrr, (ott) 90tJ ] /100 Fax: (08) 9071 3657.

Alrply rrr wrrlrng or crldil for permission to dive
.rl lr,,rrl Irrrrr wr,cks in advance of trip.
Mrsr 5lr.rrrrron Alford,
L rrr,ril: Shannon.alford@lands.wa.gov.au
l'}lrrrrrc: (08) 6552 4661 Fax: (08\ 6552 4417
PO. Box '1143, West Perth WA 6872.
A site indemnity form must be filled out for each visit to
the site. Diving permission acknowledged by official letter
from Land Owner.

Both Penetration and Cave Level are being accepted for this
cave depending on its water level at the time.
The cave has a restriction at the entrance which is underwater
making it a Penetration Dive. During drought, the water level
drops lo form a small lake below the restriction allowing
experienced Cave Divers access to this delicate cave.

Affected by high COr levels during Summer/Autumn.
Access is co-ordinated with the Wellington Caves manaqement
by Greg Ryan - Email: gjryan@gmail.coh. Phone (0219143 4157.

Unrestricted access currently exists - Please refer to website.

Please refer to website.
There are no specific access arrangements.

.l Sirters CN DEWNR

fosil C

Plccaninnie Ponds

Horso & Cart

Toa Tree

S DEWNR

CN Dale & Heather Perkins

CN Dale & Heather Perkins

5 Dean & Carol Edwards

S Mr, Peter Norman

c

s

C/AC Forestry Sth. Australia
Phone: (08) 87242876

. Fax: (08) 8724 2870
' or book on-line via

Ac the CDAA website
to arrange permit.

AC email:
conservationandre(reation

AC @forestrysa.com.au

torestry Sth. Australia

Landowner Ieased
tO CDAA

little Blue s

Allsndale C

Ela Elap

Ono Tree

Ddve's Cave

Hclls Hole

Plnor

Mutl Hole

N€ltlo Bed

llinging Nettle Cave

lrkllebiddy

X ilrby'r

District Council of Grant Signed indemnity required and must carry card.

District Council of Grant Obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist lnformation Centre.

Engelbrechts
- East
- West

Three Sisters

Tank Cave

Bakert Cave

Rum Jungle Lake

Burrinluck Dam

Ml (',rrl)i|t ( olIt( il
( I (.1\(,(, l'lr 0lt ti/1.3 5552

n( owl|r lolln & s(rc Douqlas

A( Mtlltr ltrl ( orrrl rl

( l,lr{.1 & lllr(r.',,rlllr

A(. l)(,1),rlrrrl ol l,rrrrlr, WA

AC I)r'l),lltlr,nl ol l,rrrrlr, WA

5( l)r'l),lrtnl,ll ol l,rlrll, WA

Nr.iLLA&H()[t ,wA
Cocklebiddy C/A( l)l (

Murra El Elevyn c/A( l)t (

Tommy Grahams ( t)t (

Burnabbie

Olwolgin Cave

Weebubbie

WELL!N6TSN CAVIS - NsW
Limekiln (McKavity) cave C/AC Wcllirrqtorr ( avos

Water (Anticline) cave C Wellinqton Cavcs

S Coomalie Community
Govt Council

SICIAC NSW Parks & Wildli{e

I
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