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Hello,

This is the final issue before AGM 2016 and normally a ballot paper would be included for postal voting.

However, for these elections only three nominations were received for Director positions.  As each nomi-

nee stood unopposed they have been successfully elected into their positions which will take effect from

AGM 2016. 

In this issue are details about the CDAA Members Symposium and AGM, scheduled for Saturday 22nd

October 2016 at the Main Corner, Mt. Gambier.  This year we have two keynote speakers – Don Shirley

and Andre Shirley as well as plenty of local speakers.  This year the AGM will be held in the middle of the

day at 1.30pm – so don’t miss out if you were expecting it at the end of the day.

Also this issue Leon Rademeyer writes about the water level being raised at Piccaninnie Ponds as part of

the RAMSAR rehabilitation & wetland species protection.  Skanda Coffield-Feith takes us on a tour of

Cenote Cavern Diving in Mexico and our editor – Dave Bryant – interviewed Australia’s first lady of scuba

diving.

There are also new gear reviews from Scubapro, Hollis and Halcyon. 

Happy and safe diving,
Hope to see you at AGM 2016

Rowan Stevens #3177 | Publications and Records Director
M: 0417 550 509 | E: publications@cavedivers.com.au

AquiferTec Australasia
• Specialist importers of Technical Cave Diving Gear.
• Scurion Dive Lights: best prices!
• Shearwater Computers: Full range Petrel 2 and

NERD Best prices in Oz.
• Best prices in Australasia for the range of SANTI

drysuits, undergarments and after-dive wear.
• Sole Australasian importer for SITEC boosters.
• Light Monkey lights: Australia’s Original and still

the best Importer, best prices any day, just ask.
• Armadillo Side Mount systems.
• AII 02 Cells, Dive Soft Trimix and 02 analysers.
• CCR,s KISS Sidemount SideKick, Explorer.
• 300mtr high pressure fill lines.
• Fill whips, digital gauges.
• Remote fill manifolds.

• Spools & Reels.

• Narked@90.

Pine Tank Dive Lodge
AquiferTec Australasia
Lake Edward Rd Glencoe, Sth Australia
Mobile: 0438 833 103
Email: stay@ptdivelodge.on.net
Email: admin@aquifertec.com.au
Web: aquifertec.com.au

Lodge Features:
• Accommodates 14 divers in 7 rooms;

three double bedrooms and four rooms
each with two single beds.

• Two separate socialising areas

• Endless hot rainwater showers in
two separate bathrooms.

• Airfills, Nitrox, Trimix, high pressure 02

• Undercover gear drying

• Barbeque facilitates

Courses:
• Deep Cavern to Cave

• Approved TDI Facility offering full range
of TDI Technical Courses, Nitrox, Trimix,
Deco Procedures and Extended Range.

• CCR Training KISS

• Sidemount
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• Send articles and jpeg images by email to guidelines@cavedivers.com.au

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
iz

 R
og

er
s

WANTED! • Awesome Diving Stories
• Great Cave Diving Photos

WE NEED THEM FOR THE NEXT GUIDELINES!
Email to: guidelines@cavedivers.com.au
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SEPTEMBER 2016

Over the last quarter there has been quite a lot of

activity happening to help prepare for an update

to our business plan and road map for the future.

Many of these items were discussed at our State

meetings, with the National Committee gaining

valuable insight as to the direction the CDAA

should be taking.   Note: the outcome of the

State meetings can be found in the document

library under the folder ‘Meetings – State’ of our

website. 

The interesting part about running State meetings

is knowing that every opinion is correct and every

view can lead to a different outcome.   The advan-

tage in having these meetings face to face is

allowing people the opportunity for members to

express their views and then finding common

ground.   And with common ground, we can lay

the foundation on which to build. 

While not every member could attend the State

meetings, the number of members who did turn

up, gave us a cross section of views and opinions.

And with a good mixture of gender, age, cave div-

ing experience and length of membership, the

views were balanced and representative of the

membership as a whole. 

On the day to day business side of things, our

accounts are now being managed through the

Xero on-line accounting solution.  This makes the

accounts much easier for all Directors to obtain up

to date information and make informed deci-

sions.  Deb Williams, our new book keeper has

been doing a great job in helping us get this up

and running.   It’s the basic hygiene in financial

management that helps ensure we remain finan-

cially strong. 

A short while ago, you will have received an email

from John Dalla-Zuanna updating you on what

happening regarding access to several sites.   If

you did not get this email, perhaps we don’t have

a current email account for you.   To find out,

login to our website and check your personal con-

tact details under ‘Member Services …  / My

Membership / Update My Details’.

For many, the really good news is that we have

several sites we hope to have reopened before

the year has ended.  This includes sites at all levels

from Sinkhole to Advanced Cave.  For many, the

question is always around Barnoolut, and the

answer is still the same – we have chatted and the

appetite to allow cave divers on the property has

not changed.

Possibly the biggest thing that’s happening will be

the changes to our training programs.   To this

end we will be moving back to allowing people to

go from cavern direct to cave training (something

more inline with International standards).  We will

also be introducing vertical access training sepa-

rate from our dive courses, recognising respected

cave diving instructors from abroad to teach

CDAA programs and introducing workshops or

training modules for topics not currently covers,

such as scooters, remote emergency first aid etc. 

Finally, at this year’s AGM, three Directors are step-

ping down from their current roles –  Peter Horak,

Linda Claridge and John Dalla-Zuanna.  However,

John has stood for the role of Standards Director.

And, as mentioned to you in previous updates, I

also will be standing down at the end of my term

next year. 

As an Association, we rely on volunteers and I

remain amazed that we still get people that point,

criticise and demand instead of saying things ‘I

would like to see’ or ‘how can I help’.  Fortunately,

these people are the noisy minority, but to help

offset their noise, please give all our volunteers, be

they a Site Access Officer or a Director, your

thanks next time you speak or write to them. 

May your drysuit remain wet on the outside.

John Vanderleest

On Behalf of the National Committee

John Vanderleest,
National Director

Peter Horak,
Business Director

Linda Claridge,
Standards Director

John Dalla-Zuanna,
Site Director

Rowan Stevens,
Publications and
Records Director

Contact: Damo 0466 912 190
damien@drysuit.com.au

www.drysuit.com.au

Supplier of these Quality Products:
• RB consumables & Repairs  • She-P distributor
• Shearwater Products  • DiveX distributor  
• Sorb (intersorb and sofnolime)
• Narked at 90 Distributor
• Kubi Dry glove system
• Otter Drysuits MTM

We Specialise in
Dry Suit Repairs

We are the authorised repairer
for most drysuits on the market

And we supply and repair for

commercial divers, fisheries and 

government organisations!
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CDAA Members Symposium
Saturday 22nd October 2016

~ Agenda 2016 ~
This year the members’ symposium will have a number of local

speakers presenting on their exploration, mapping, research 
and training as well as our two keynote speakers,

Don Shirley and Andre Shirley.

The venue, the Main Corner, is conveniently located in the centre
of town at 1 Bay Road, Mount Gambier.

The symposium will be held in the Dress Circle
commencing at 9:15am.

The Annual General Meeting will commence at 1:30pm,
and complete no later than 2:30pm.

Followed by Drinks and Canapes at 7:30pm
Note that there will be no symposium activities on the Sunday,

freeing up members to Dive!

For any questions, please contact Peter Horak (Business Director)
at business@cavedivers.com.au or +61 403 349 122

 

CDAA Annual General Meeting
and Members Symposium

~ Itinerary ~

AGM Door Prizes:
This year, we have been lucky enough to secure sponsorship

from Halcyon, Hollis, Scubapro, as well as from our local
friends at TFM Engineering and Tecdivers.



Andre Shirley - Biography

Andre Shirley was born in Zambia but grew up in the small town
of Sasolburg, South Africa. 
She spent 12 years working as a computer programmer in
Johannesburg. She decided she needed more excitement and
challenges and started diving in 1993 (nobody warned her it was
addictive). She soon gave up programming to go into diving full
time, co-owning a dive shop in Pretoria (a drop in pay, but a
great lifestyle). When she got to the top of the recreational ranks
(diving and instructing), she started technical diving in 1998,
mainly rebreather, cave, and trimix.

In 2000 she seduced Don Shirley (though Don remembers it the other way round) and went
into partnership with (took over) the already established IANTD Licensee for Southern Africa.
This involved moving from a city to a nature reserve with dive site - Komati Springs. 

Happily she swapped city traffic jams for ones caused by game crossing the road (elephant,
giraffe, buck etc.) Andre’s diving business takes up all her time, but she enjoys nature, camping,
hiking, caving and cave rope climbing. Travel is high on the list of things to do as well.

She confesses that she is an acquired taste (like olives); thankfully Don enjoys the fire of her
South African spirit. She is considered an expert in interspecies communication (helps as they
are our only neighbours), and tolerates (barely) the human varieties.
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Don Shirley - Biography

Don Shirley has been involved in diving for 42 years - 21 of
which conducting technical training. He is an Instructor Trainer
for IANTD and DAN Examiner, a PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainer
and DSAT Technical Instructor. 

He started his diving in the United Kingdom in 1974 as a recre-
ational diver while he was a young soldier (serving 22 years, as
an electronics engineer in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers). Diving was his primary sport and as a Sub Aqua
Diving Supervisor, he organised and led many diving expeditions
to all types of areas – from Oasis to Ice, Tropical to Sub Antarctic.
This he carried on - his most famous expedition being the Boesmansgat trip in January 2005. 

Don loves living in an underwater world where the surface is not an option; he specialises in
trimix, rebreathers, cave diving, in water recompression, and making diving safer with the best
use of techniques available. He is more comfortable in water than on the surface, and has been
called a technical diving evangelist. “I believe that technical diving opens an new world for all
divers that want it, and through this I aim to promote personal development, knowledge and
skill sets in an environment of controlled risk “ sums up what Don is all about. 

In 1997 Don emigrated to South Africa and since then has been teaching technical diving on a
full time basis. He and André are the IANTD Licensee’s for Southern Africa, and are based in the
middle of a Big 5 game reserve. He can play in his own 186 m deep cave dive site (Komati
Springs) any time he likes. The closest neighbours are 20km’s away and that is part of what
drew him to South Africa. Other areas of interest comprises of a love to travel, a quest for fit-
ness and writing for South African dive magazines.

CDAA Members Symposium
Saturday 22nd October 2016

~ Guest Speaker ~

CDAA Members Symposium
Saturday 22nd October 2016

~ Guest Speaker ~

Komati Springs, Don and Andre’s home dive site
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By LEON RADEMEYER

THE water level of the iconic Piccaninnie Ponds wetland reserve near Port MacDonnell
has been raised in the interest of conserving its 60 threatened or endangered plant and
animal species. In doing so, parts of the original wetland, which have not been under

water for more than a century, have been flooded. “We have increased the overall water
level by about 12cm to 3.5m above sea level in March, extending the total area of the
wetland by between 10 and 15ha,” National Resources South East wetland ecologist

Steve Clarke told The Border Watch.

Water Level Rasied

“The latest increase has its roots in a decision
taken in the early 1970s to restore the wetland
after its water level reached an all-time low in
1968.  “More recently, in 2006, the first stage
of a strategic plan was implemented to raise
the wetland’s water closer to the level prior to
it being drained.  “Levies were constructed to
retain water and the water level was elevated
by 12cm.”
Mr Clarke said a second phase saw the water
level rise by around 20cm in 2013, expanding
the wetland to over 180ha.
“The whole project is about habitat re-creation
for the plant, fish and bird species in the area,”
he said. “A secure habitat is needed for these
species to thrive, as is evident in the 175 bird
species that have been recorded in the park.
“This wonderful diversity of birds has excited

many visiting bird watchers over the past few
years.”
One of the bird species - the Australasian
Bittern - is considered internationally endan-
gered. Nationally, the Orange-bellied Parrot
and Bright-eyed Brown butterfly are two criti-
cally endangered species.
Also listed as endangered are the Spiny
Freshwater Crayfish and Maroon Leek-orchid.
Piccaninnie Ponds hosts the largest population
of Leek-orchid in South Australia.
Many of the plant species found in the park are
rare, including the Grass Daisy, Leafy Twig
Rush, Slender Mint and River Buttercup.
Of special interest is a small species of fish
which lives in the fresh water of the ponds, but
migrates each year to the sea, where it breeds.
This fish, the Common Jollytail, is one of seven

fish species found in the ponds that
make similar saline to freshwater jour-
neys each year. To aid in this process,
conservation staff have constructed a
stream connecting the ocean and a
freshwater pond, complete with rest-
ing pools for fish as they journey
upstream to their breeding grounds.
Mr Clarke said Piccaninnie Ponds was
part of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, which provides a frame-
work for international cooperation
and national action regarding the

conservation of wetlands and their resources.
As such, the wetland provides a sustainable
environment for people, animals and plants
which is perfect for tourism.
“An example is snorkelling and scuba diving,
which are two of the wetland’s main attrac-
tions,” Mr Clarke said.
“People can enjoy the environment without
harming it.” Renowned for its crystal-clear

water, Piccaninnie Ponds remains a national
and international attraction for scuba divers.
It holds many treasures for divers accredited
with the Cave Divers Association of Australia
(CDAA), including The Cathedral - a deep cav-
ern featuring spectacular white limestone
walls. Another feature is The Chasm, which
ultimately drops to below a depth of 100m.

RAMSAR REHABILITATION & WETLAND SPECIES PROTECTION

JOLLY GOOD FLOW: A stream links the sea and a number of freshwater ponds in the Piccaninnie
Ponds Conservation Park. Conservation staff have constructed this linkage specifically for the
Common Jollytail and other fish species that live in the fresh water of the ponds, but migrate to
the sea each year to breed.

The author at Piccs

• Several sofas, LCD television, DVD, Stereo
• Bunks for 10, 1 double upstairs   • Private double downstairs
• Doonas and pillows supplied      • 2 spacious bathrooms
• Drying areas – indoor and out   • Compressors welcomed
• Plenty of parking    • Gas BBQ   • Whiteboard
• Trestle tables for teaching/gear setup
• Large outdoor table and bench seats

E: deb@bbkk.com.au   Ph: 0419 882 800
www.debwiliams.com.au

Come stay at the Divers Church, Kongorong

Bring 6 friends

and stay for free!

The Huge open plan living room and kitchen is warmed by a wood burning stove
with all the cooking appliances you could ever need.

$30pp per night.
$30pp per night.



I love diving – the peacefulness of floating through the liquid environment, the
steady flow of breath as I explore a whole new world many people never get to
experience. I am lucky to have a partner who is an experienced and skilled diver.

However, she has no interest in this side of the sport, diving in dark lifeless
underground caves and suffers through cave diving videos that are my attempts
to interest her.  Having no interest in taking a cavern course, but wanting to be
able to share some dives while on holiday in Mexico (rather than me just going

off cave diving)  she agreed to do a ‘cavern experience’ dive.

Cenote Cavern Diving
in Mexico

By Skanda Coffield-Feith

While Mexico’s caves are justly famous for the
sheer number, length and variety, the cavern
areas are equally interesting. In the Mexican state
of Quintana Roo, many dive shops offer a ‘cav-
ern experience’ dive for divers who would like to
dive in the accessible cavern areas of cenotes, but
don’t want to take a cavern diving course. These
dives are open to any certified diver (although

some shops require divers to be advanced open
water certified).  They are conducted only in the
‘cavern zone’ of cenotes, where sunlight reaches.
They are highly popular with divers, who after
doing a dive on the Mesoamerican reefs are curi-
ous to see what the incredible water filled
cenotes are. or have visited them and want to
explore deeper  The guides who lead these dives

DESTINATION: MEXICO
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• Linen consists of fitted bottom sheet,
top sheet, doona, pillow & pillow case,
quilt and a towel..

• Each bedroom is individually lockable allowing
for a secure area for personal effects.

• Spacious room with kitchenette (sink, refrigerator,
two microwaves, crockery & cutlery, toaster
and kettle), kitchen table, lounge area,
TV & DVD/video.

• 2 individual toilets and a spacious bathroom
with instant hot water shower & vanity.

• Barbeque, seating area and provisions for
drying of diving equipment if required.

6 individual bedrooms,

All with two single beds & linen.

• Air Fills  • Nitrox Fills  • Minor Repairs
• Scuba Cylinder Testing*

(*Prior arrangement required)

Trimix and High Pressure 02 available
Guaranteed o’night Air / Nitrox fills...

drop off before 8pm, filled by 7am next morning!

Blue Lake Diving
& Just a Bed Lodge

All enquiries:

Darren Walters - 0408 845 511
Email: darren@justabedlodge.com.au

Blue Lake Diving
& Just a Bed Lodge

www.justabedlodge.com.auwww.justabedlodge.com.au

ACCOMMODATION
$34pp per night
Linen Included!

ACCOMMODATION
$34pp per night
Linen Included!

Contact Suzanne on 0427 884 729 or Email: suzanne@justabedlodge.com.au

280 Cafpirco Rd, Mt. Gambier 5290
PO Box 9286, Mount Gambier West, S.A. 5291

are highly trained– at least a Divemaster or
Instructor and a Full Cave Diver - and very expe-
rienced divers. The guides know the caverns that
they take divers to, and are equipped with full
cave diving equipment. Guides take a maximum
of 4 divers along with them. 
Before beginning each dive, guides present a
thorough briefing of the dive site. These general-
ly include a history of the cenote, an explanation
on how cenotes are formed, safety, including the
rule of thirds, number of light sources and the
rule that any diver can cancel the dive at any time
for any reason. Conditions in the various cenotes
differ, so the particular conditions of the cenote
being dived are thoroughly discussed (for exam-
ple, halocline or flow). The cavern dives in
Mexico are clearly marked with thick gold guide-
line. In their briefings, guides stress the impor-
tance of divers staying within arms reach of the
guideline – both for safety (as an unbroken line
to open water) and as a form of conservation to
protect the cavern environment. 
When I dived with my partner, , we were lucky
enough to do two fantastic dives in very different
cenotes – Cenote Manatee and Dos Ojos. First
up was Cenote Manatee (or Casa Cenote) the
ocean exit for the water flowing through the Sac

Actun Cave system. It is an interesting mix of
mangrove, open water, and overhead environ-
ments. This dive was a particularly special one,
with beams of light coming down through gaps
in the mangroves, forming a curtain of light
beams at the cavern entrance, and the sheer
number of fish living in the mangrove roots. We
were also lucky enough to see birds diving
through the water to hunt fish.
Dos Ojos, or Two Eyes in Spanish, was our next
site. It’s name comes from the two huge karst
windows that are the access for the Dos Ojos
System. This was much more of an introduction
to what cave diving in Mexico is like with impres-
sive formations, huge stalactites and magical
light rays coming through the water. It was a
kind of visual overload with so much to take it all
around us as we swam through the cavern, and
even features a sacrificial offering in the form of
a barbie doll that can be found along the route. 
Both were very enjoyable dives thanks to Kim
Davidson from Protec Tulum and photographer
Tom St George. My partner enjoyed the experi-
ence and it was a nice way to spend some qual-
ity time together underwater. A great experience,
unique in many ways that I would highly recom-
mend to all divers.
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They say there is six degrees of separation in the world, so how does one person
just happen to run in to one of the first people to scuba dive in Australia. 

I didn't search for her on the internet, nor did I call my 80 year old dive buddy
Bill Silvester in Byron Bay. What I just happened to do was sit beside three 80

year-old ladies in a cafe in Ballina, northern NSW and eve's drop on their
conversation about how wonderful the diving memorabilia was at a recent

Birthday party. That's how my pure chance meeting with Vivienne Ryan came
about. She agreed to an interview and after viewing her vast albums of memo-
rabilia I also investigated records of the earliest divers in the 1950’s, and came to

the conclusion that Vivienne is in fact Australia's first lady of scuba diving.

Australia’s First Lady
of Scuba Diving

Interview By Dave Bryant

While listening to Vivienne chat to her two friends
about her early days of diving I sat and thought,
is she re-living a friends stories or a letter sent to
her by a friend who dived in the 1970's perhaps.
Either way it all sounded too good to be true and
I just had to butt in and ask her, was she really a
scuba diver?
After I mentioned I too was a diver, Vivienne start-
ed telling me about her early days in the 1950's
before dive shops existed and training was done
with a Naval instructor. Scuba gear cost a years
wages and an air fill was a precious commodity
which allowed the early explorers to drive great
distances just to look for shipwrecks and catch a
crayfish for dinner.
After our initial meeting I told Vivienne I would
very much like to interview her and write a story
of her early days. Upon arrival at her on-site apart-
ment in the local caravan park I was presented
with albums full of old paper cuttings, pictures of
her in early scuba gear, in fact Vivienne was a
cover girl in more ways than one.  She was the
first lady of scuba, or at least it seemed so, and in
what was a cold-water area of Australia.
By 1956 no more than a dozen ladies participat-
ed in scuba diving, which was considered mostly
a man's pastime. Vivienne joined forces in a dive
club where over the next two decades she was
the only female member. She recalls diving hun-
dreds of times on some of our better known

coastal Victorian shipwrecks. She told me she was
a keen wreck diver but there is so much more to
tell me as well.
I asked Vivienne some very simple questions and
what I got back were fluent answers with a vast
knowledge of her early days, her instructor, where
she learnt to dive and the gear she used. The
newspaper cuttings were in brilliant condition too
and I was able to photograph many which appear
with this interview.
So sit back and re-live memories of the first days
of a teenagers glimpse in to scuba diving as the
first lady of diving in Australia...

Where and when were you born. Also when
did you first find a passion for the Ocean and
think you might want to try snorkeling or
perhaps scuba dive in what was perceived a
macho men's only sport?
"I always liked the sea. I lived at Hampton on the
eastern side of Port Phillip Bay in Melbourne. I
was born at the Royal Women's Hospital and as a
child we always spent time on the beach. I met
my first husband when I was 16 and he had done
diving in a home made helmet up at Clovelly in
Sydney. It was his interest and he wanted to do a
course and would I go along and do it with him...
and I did. So he talked me in to doing the dive
course, but I had to get my mothers permission,
which was a bit drastic because I had a brother

who drowned at sea. I was the baby of the fami-
ly and my older brother had gone to war. I was
about 19 when I did the course. I didn't do any
snorkeling before the dive course. I just jumped
straight in to it, and they trained us at the city
baths in Melbourne on how to use the equip-
ment and how to look out for C02 build up, and
they actually brought in a chamber which gave us
a C02 build up so we would experience it which
was very interesting. We would spend hours
learning to buddy dive with one scuba kit
between us, handing the mouthpiece backwards
and forwards. It was really a full on course. We
got tied up through that course with the
Melbourne Museum which led to a 5 year Survey
of Port Phillip Bay.

Can you tell me about
the dive course and
your Instructor...
"Our Instructor was
Commander Batterham.
He was the commander
of the Royal Navy at
Cerberus. He was a lovely
chap, he was really very
thorough. He took every-
one individually for a
while and showed them
how to breath and not to
over breath or panic. The
training he conducted
was at the City Baths. I
have no idea who started
that course, whether it
was Bob Wallace-Mitchell
but it could have been
Bob as he seemed to be
involved somewhere
around there, with the
diving equipment and
that. I only did the course
with my then husband
Trevor, but no other
friends joined us for the
course but we made a lot
of new friends at the div-
ing course. One of my girl
friends used to call me a
hero", she laughs, and
she wouldn't do it,
Vivienne remarked.
"Everyone was amazed
we went out in the
ocean".

Once you were Certified, who did you dive
with?
"We used to dive some times by ourselves but
most was with the club. There used to be Bob
Wallace-Mitchell, Ernie Ireland and Graeme
Ireland who was a Florist, and Phillip Webster
who had a hardware place in Essendon. They
were well up in the diving", she said.

As soon as you did your course, did you just
go and buy your dive gear?
"I didn't have a wet suit - they didn't have suits to
fit me. I was only 4 foot 10", she laughs. "I used
to just go out in Ballet tights and a jumper". I
asked her when she learnt to dive and was ikt in
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Summer... No, she said, "it was in winter, I used
to come out of the water with a frozen head, my
head was frozen, but I never had a cold!"  "Ernie
Ireland started making wet suits and he made my
first, and he made it to my measurements, to the
color I want too, red and black" (I ask is that
because you barracked for Essendon?), she
replies, "I just liked red!"

Tell me about the Dive Club that you and
Trevor joined...
"The Underwater Explorers Club of Victoria and
the membership was limited to about 25. It was
only men, plus one woman", she smirks!  "They
closed to ladies after I joined and didn't want any
more" she says.  "

Did you go on to any further diving courses?
"I just went along with what ever my first hus-
band did, we were quite happy just diving on
wrecks".  I asked Vivienne what wrecks had she
dived in Port Phillip Bay and beyond. She
answered, "We did the Peterborough wreck, the
Casino wreck at Apollo Bay, we actually surveyed
the wreck of the Cerberus at Half Moon Bay, and
the Arundel off Point Cook, and around Popes
Eye Rock."
"We also surveyed the Polly Woodside though it
wasn't under water. My first husband was an

electrical engineer and he wrote up a report
which said it was worth doing up."

So by now you are twenty years of age...
what did you do for work?
"I started work at 14. My Mother was a widow
and reared five of us, so we had to go and work
as soon as we were able. I started work as a
postal telegram girl delivering letters which I did
for a couple of years. Then I went in to factory
work for a number of years. In fact my first scuba
gear took me a couple of years to pay off with the
wage I earned back then.  I was a passionate diver
so I just paid off the dive gear over a couple of
years, sort of lay-buy.

How often did you dive, and where?
"Every weekend... EVERY weekend" Vivienne
said. I asked what it cost to fill a scuba cylinder in
1955. She replied "about 10 shillings, about a
dollar, which was the same as a full tank of
petrol." I went on to ask about the other costs of
travel to and from a dive site. Vivienne said, "we
used to drive to the Great Ocean Road and camp.
We had a Holden panel van which we threw a
mattress in the back and slept in, on the edge of
the cliffs or on the beach. We only had one cylin-
der each, so at the end of a dive we had to
snorkel the rest of the time we were there."

Vivienne went on to say... "We then bought a 14
foot surf ski, and I used to spend a lot of time on
that just drifting over the reefs."

What was your most memorable dive, and
why?
"I think it was on the Casino wreck at Apollo Bay,
because we were given ownership of that. Johno
Johnson was a world renowned diver; he brought
up the gold off the Niagra. He was involved in
that... he had us go down there and he handed
over the diving rights to the Club and we really
enjoyed diving on that site. We used to dive on
the Casino quite regularly. It was a boat dive", she
said." 
I then asked to describe the wreck site, was it a
deep or shallow dive?  "No, it wasn't terribly
deep, down about 40 feet, and it was quite a well
preserved wreck. In the early days we found a
canon in the bay area of Apollo Bay and that was
one of most thrilling finds. We had to hush that
up because there was another diving group in the
park and we didn't want them to know about
our special find!... We got it up and wanted to
make sure it 'was' a canon. We had a secret

meeting in our tent with members of the
Underwater Explorers Group, and didn't want the
other group to know about it, just myself and all
the guys!  We said, what are we going to do, so
we approached the Mayor of Apollo Bay and said
we think we've found a canon, or at least it looks
like a canon on the bottom, but we needed
something large to lift it up, so they hired one of
the local fishing boats which had a hoist on the
back, and we went out, got it up, and it was
indeed a canon. We never did get it identified but
we thought it might be Dutch, and of course
there was a lot of argument weeks later saying it
can't be Dutch, you know, and it can't be a
canon, you know... but it was a canon and i've
got the papers to show it. We sent away to muse-
ums but nothing really eventuated.
We had it done up... a rich millionaire got inter-
ested in it, I don't know what the fella's name
was, he wasn't a member of the club but knew
someone in the club, and he aid he'd pay for the
restoration, which he did. Then we donated it
back to the town of Apollo Bay, so I expect it will
be somewhere in an Apollo Bay museum.
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How long did you keep diving for?
"23 years, and in that time I had two children,
two girls. We used to go camping and all the men
wanted me to do the cooking, and I said, whoa,
just because I'm the only woman here... because
they used to just come over and drop the food off
and say, here it is Viv, and I said No, if you want
something cooked, you bring your wife along,
and eventually they started begrudgingly inviting
women in to the Club and their wives to the
camping weekends."

What was the biggest difference you saw in
your first 23 years in the Sport?
"Oh, equipment, I think. It improved on it." I
asked if her red and black wet suit lasted the dis-
tance?... "Most of that time I was diving in a
home made suit which my husband made for me
which was an old Pirelli suit he cut down for me,
you'll see the picture of me in a rubber suit dated
1955. I worked in a plastic factory at the time,
welding plastic rain coats, and I used to take my
Pirelli rubber suit in there and weld it, in to the size
I wanted.

Did you ever travel interstate or overseas to
scuba dive?
"No, most of it was along the Great Ocean Road
in Victoria, we did a lot of diving around Flinders
in Westernport Bay and around Phillip Island. In

those days we didn't have the money and were
trying to build a house. My first husband was a
Queenslander so we used to go up there once a
year but it was pretty limited, and we didn't take
our dive gear because we didn't know any one up
there."

How many dives would you have done over
your 23 years, and did you log them?
"We would have done hundreds of dives, but no,
other than the stories we made about wreck sites,
I never actually kept a log book.

What is the main thing you miss about div-
ing, was it the freedom of being under
water, the camaraderie of the people you
spent time with, or something else.. and
what stopped you diving?
"We had some great friends in the Club and I def-
initely loved being under water but wreck diving
was my passion. We always wanted to find some-
thing historical. I remained the only woman in the
dive club over the entire 23 years my husband
and I were members. The Club closed ranks early
on and never made other female divers welcome.
I have lost contact with the Club but I guess they
would have welcomed other lady divers since I
left. I only ever associated with a couple of other
female divers, one was Neenie Littlewolf who
belonged to another club. Most other woman I
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mixed with were only snorkel divers.  As to why
we left the Club; my husband got sick when I was
in my early 40's and he had to stop diving alto-
gether.

Is there anything else in your years of diving
that meant a great deal or was simply enjoy-
able such as diving for crayfish or scallops?
"Yes, did all that, under ledges getting crayfish.
We did that often around the back beach of Rye
at low tide and around the Cheviot Beach area.

I asked Vivienne about my own diving and
seeing the beautiful reefs in Port Phillip Bay,
and did she and the club members ever dive
on the limestone reefs and fields of yellow
zoanthids?
She said, "No, we mainly went wreck diving. We
saw some nice coral at Popes Eye Rock but we
didn't know about the colorful marine life in the
Bay, so we just went in search for wrecks." She
went on to joke about being the only lady on a
dive boat with a group of men, saying "Have a
look at that Viv" while they proceeded to have a
pee over the side, she laughs!

Was the boat a Club boat or a private
charter?
"It was a crayfish boat from Flinders run by
Tommy Maloney. Tommy later on became a Port

Pilot in Westernport Bay. We had an agreement
that we would come out an dive off his boat in
the shallows where the crayfish lurked, and we
would pull up his cray pots on condition he took
the club out for a pleasure dive. We dived a lot
around Phillip Island too."
Vivienne went on to remember the day she went
down to try out the Diving Helmet, saying "The
day I went down to try the diving helmet, Tommy
was there and said to her, God Vivienne, you
could poison your husband and you'd get away
with it. She went on to say, "The Helmet was
made for a 6 foot 4 man, and all the fellas in the
club were having a go in it, and I said I want to go
in it! I was only 4ft 10, so you know what they
did, they tied a rope around my waste, they had
a rope running up between my legs, and to each
side of the helmet, and they tied me in to it. They
pumped the air in to it, dropped me over and I
went for a walk. That was at Flinders Pier, it must
have been a sight, Tommy was laughing. I was
wearing 10 pound feet and I loved every second
of it."

What was the most frightening experience
of your 23 years diving?
"We were fascinated with sharks because we met
Hans Hass. He came out to Australia in the late
1950's and gave a talk. At the time we met him
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BUSINESS DIRECTOR
Nomination for Business Director – Mathew Rochford #4827
Proposed by Peter Horak CDAA #4614  Seconded by Magdalena Morawska CDAA #4718

In putting myself forward as a candidate for the role of Business Director, I seek to bring my experience as a professional
manager with the South Australian public sector to the position.  My career has seen me with oversight of multidisciplinary
teams, operations, finances, strategy, policy development and change projects. I joined the professional ranks of the dive
industry in 2009, as a PADI Divemaster, the CDAA in 2013, and now a PADI Instructor candidate; I would also bring my broad
experience in the dive industry to the role.

A Bachelor’s degree in Information Technology, and a post graduate Masters in Business Administration, sees me with a
strong academic background to complement my professional experience.

As a member of the National Committee, I would like to continue development of both the associations business plan and
communications strategy.  I would like to see the association continue its efforts to make strategy, goals, financial position
and planning more reflective of member’s wishes, and actions transparent and accountable to the members.  I also see a
role for more extensive use of technology to engage members in planning and decision making.

Having sat on the Tank Cave Management Committee this past year, I have gained some insight to how the association
works.  I am now seeking your backing to allow me to bring my professional and academic experience to continue, and to
build upon the good work of Peter Horak in the role of Business Director.

Mathew Rochford has stood unopposed and has successfully been elected for the position of Business Director.

STANDARDS DIRECTOR
Nomination for Standards Director – John Dalla-Zuanna #236
Proposed by John Vanderleest CDAA #1965  Seconded by Richard Harris CDAA #1360

The last few years as Site Director have required both vigorous effort & strategic thinking to enable site negotiations, which
have been critical for the CDAA to maintain its excellent standing on the National front.  Significant progress has been
made.  The Kilsby’s discussion notwithstanding, more sites have been made available to CDAA members, including the re-
emergence of several old sites that had been closed.  Foundation agreements for finalising site access are now in place.  A
more complete update is found in the Site Directors report for 2016.

These negotiations & discussions with landowners & stakeholders of sites have highlighted significant challenges in training
& recognition of skill levels for members of the Association going forward.  This is an area of expertise close to my heart,
capabilities and experience.

Current discussion with all the Directors have identified key development areas within the training portfolio which include:
changes within the Deep Cavern Course, Sump Diving, Solo Diving, Scooter Diving, Vertical Access Training, Exploration
Diving and Cave Instructor Training.  These are subjects of discussion at the State Meetings and will be analysed in greater
depth.

I am nominating for the position of Standards Director so that I can take these development ideas to a conclusion and where
agreed, implementation.  I believe this to be a critical requirement for the future of the Association.
Please support my nomination. 

John Dalla-Zuanna has stood unopposed and has successfully been elected for the position of Standards Director.

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

OCTOBER 2016

SITE DIRECTOR (1 YEAR TERM)
Nomination for Site Director – Tim Muscat #4557
Proposed by John Dalla-Zuanna CDAA #236  Seconded by Peter Horak CDAA #4614

I'm seeking the memberships vote of support for the position of Site Director.
Currently, I am a CDAA Cave Instructor, Chair to the Tank Cave Management Committee and have been an active member
of the Association for 8 years.  Recently I have been working with the current Site Director, and am aware of the challenges
that CDAA sites will be facing in the near future.

I understand the frustrations of a growing number of the membership when it comes to the communication from the
Directors regarding important current issues.  Spending most weekends in Mount Gambier, I am in constant social contact
with many divers and am easily reachable.  I’d like to keep the membership more informed as issues arise, and apply a fresh
approach surrounding sensitive negotiations to site access and agreements with landowners.

Lately, I have been working on access to Max’s Hole after seeking out the new landowner.  I have obtained permission to
dive the site to determine if it is worth opening to members as well as establishing contact with the new landowner for
McKay’s Shaft.  Watch this space.

I also believe that our site classification system needs to be addressed as access to certain sites does not adequately reflect
the training that modern day cave divers receive.

I have the time, dedication and enthusiasm that the membership deserves of someone in this role.
Please support my nomination.

Tim Muscat has stood unopposed and has successfully been elected for the position of Site Director.

Due to the bi-yearly cadence of the Site Director role voting (as per the CDAA Constitution), this role will be
open for re-election in 2017.

CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

OCTOBER 2016
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CAVE DIVERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

Ballot Paper
A ballot paper for the October 2016 CDAA elections

is not required to be submitted
There has been only one nomination for each of the Director posi-
tions open to voting.  As such, there is no requirement for a vote.

The nominations received from each candidate have been included
into Guidelines on pages 28 & 29 for your information.

Thank you, Darren Walters, Returning Officer, CDAA.
returningofficer@cavedivers.com.au
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The divers head towards the site of the accident

The HYDROS PRO is a true breakthrough in dive comfort
and convenience. The moldable Monprene®, adjustable
fit and multi-attachment points combine to make this the
most customizable and comfortable BC ever. Winner of
the 2016 Red Dot award for product design, the HYDROS
PRO is an incredible feat of SCUBAPRO engineering, built
for anyone who loves to dive.
Interchangeable straps, a packable design and an includ-
ed backpack with room for your entire dive kit make the
HYDROS PRO perfect for any destination and any dive.

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS:

Durable
Monprene® construction means ultra durability. The
HYDROS PRO also stands up to UV, chemicals, and
abrasion - without showing typical signs of wear. And
a modular construction makes repairs -- even from
remote locations - a snap. It's a BC for life.

The Perfect Fit
When you are wearing the HYDROS PRO, you won't
even know it's there. The HYDROS PRO molds to your
specific body shape, and has been designed with body
grip gel, providing extreme comfort and stability. Near-
Zero inherent buoyancy means less lead. And,
thanks to a back inflation, smart air system you
can dive in any position.

2-in-1 BC
The HYDROS PRO includes both the Trav-Tek
straps and a fully integrated weight system. So, with
a quick switch of clips, you can transform the HYDROS
PRO from a harness travel BC to an integrated weight
BC. Now you only need one BC for both local diving and
travel.

Customize and Accessorize
Easily add, remove, or replace weight systems, bungees,
D-rings, accessories and pockets to make the HYDROS
PRO truly your own. With a wide range of mountable
accessories and kits, your options are endless -- and can
quickly be changed based upon
the dive and conditions.

Travel Friendly
The HYDROS PRO goes everywhere with you. Instant dry,
lightweight and compact, with a unique smart-pack
design, the HYDROS PRO also comes with a customized
backpack designed to fit your entire dive kit on your back.

Specialized Fit for Women
Smaller air bladder. Shorter inflator hose. Curved shoulder
straps that fit perfectly. Experience the difference of diving
with a more thoughtfully designed BC for women.

Sizing
Available in four men's sizes (S, M, L, XL-2XL) and three
women's sizes (XS/S, M, L), with 36.0 lbs/16.3 kg or 40.5
lbs/18.3 kg of buoyant lift, depending on size.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
• Ultra Durable: Patented Injection Molded Monprene®
Gel Harness is extremely resistant to UV, chemicals and
abrasion. The fabric-free harness uses no velcro or zippers.

• Instant Dry: Ideal for travel due to less water retention
and lower post-dive weight.

• “BC-4-Life” Modular Design: Customizable to
add/remove weight systems, straps and pouches.
Extended lifespan due to simplified repairs. Virtually
every component, including buckles, can be replaced
without stitching.
• Lightweight: Advanced materials keep weight low.

• Neutrally Buoyant: Near-Zero inherent buoyancy.

• Body Grip Gel: Prevents BC from shifting and riding up.

• Dual-Compound Backplate: Provides the ultimate in
stability and comfort. Single tank band system.

• Torso Flex Zone: Auto-adjusts to your torso length for
excellent comfort and freedom of movement.

• Articulated Shoulder Straps: Allow straps to adjust to
your body shape to achieve a snug fit.

• Kit-Up Assist: Holds shoulder straps open for easy

donning.
• Cross-Flow Channel: Unrestricted internal airflow
reduces air trapping for enhanced maneuverability and
easy deflation at any angle.

• 2-Stage Inflation: Tri-bungee system controls air distri-
bution to maintain a compact shape under water and
high lift capacity at the surface.

• Dorsal Weight-Wing: Anti-abrasion and instant dry.
Optimal “Outboard” trim pockets.

• Buckle Weight System: Simple, safe and reliable quick-
release buckles offer a fixed location for easy one-hand
operation.

• Multi-Mount Accessory Matrix: Multiple D-Rings and
mounting points for a knife + light + SMB + hoses +
crotch strap and much more.

• Smart-Pack Design: Folding shoulder and waist straps
pack into the wing, creating an unbelievably compact
package for easy transport and storage.

Accessories (COMING IN 2017)
• Bungee Loops for mounting SMBs, dive lights,

octo hoses, etc.
• Mini-D Eyelets for attaching clips, retractors, etc.
• Knife Mount Kit for mounting standard BC knives.
• Crotch Strap to enhance fit and security.
• Add-on pockets & smaller, single weight pockets for

the Trav-Tek Harness.

THE ABILITY TO CHANGE ANYTHING, CHANGES EVERYTHING.

Scubapro Hydros Pro BCD
There’s a new BCD on the horizon from Scubapro and it’s called the Hydros

Pro BCD. It’s set to be the most comfortable and convenient scuba BC on the
market. The material is super durable and dries quickly, great for travel!

“The freedom of movement to do barrel rolls without the tank moving or
slipping affecting the motion and feel of weightlessness was awesome, 

truely felt like i was floating in space”
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Left or right hose configuration? 
Your choice.
The LX regs can be converted from left to right hand hose
configuration, and the 200LX can be changed in less than
five minutes without specialty tools or calibration.
Whether you’re planning side-mount or you’re running
independent twins, this feature provides customisation
and versatility at your fingertips.

PVD industrial plated brass used
on all external metal components
Built to outperform and outlast any other regulator finish,
the LX range are built to last.

2 Year Service Interval and Parts
for Life on all Hollis regulators
Due to the quality design and engineering, all Hollis 1st
and 2nd stage regulators come with a 2 year/200 dive
service interval. This is excellent news when it comes to
reducing servicing costs and downtime.

Whilst annual visual inspection is recommended by the
manufacturer, your authorised Australian Hollis service
technician can provide advice on what may need to be
done to keep it within the product warranty.

AUP is the only Australian distributor of Hollis gear that
provides a unique Parts for Life progam on your Hollis

regs. Not only will servicing costs be reduced due to
longer service intervals, but routine maintenance parts are
covered when registered as part of the Parts for Life war-
ranty program.

As well as the PVD industrial plated brass on external
parts, the LX range comes in either DIN or Yoke and each
have MiFlexÒ braided hoses as standard for the following
1st and 2nd stage configurations:

100LX/DCX
150LX/H02
100LX/DC3
100LX Occy

Contact your local authorised Australian Hollis dealer for
prices and ranging of the new Hollis LX tech range.

*Conditions apply. See hollisaus.com.au for full details on
warranty coverage. Hollis is distributed in Australia by
AUP, 4 Scotch Court, Rosebud, VIC 3939. aup.com.au

All Hollis gear is born for extreme environments and with forty years of
design and manufacturing expertise in life-support systems, it’s no wonder
that Hollis have launched the LX series in Australia as a formidable choice
of regulators for all open circuit cave and tech divers. Whether for use as

twin-set, side-mount or stage regs, the Hollis LX really are high performers
with a lot of attention to detail to give you a better dive experience.

The new range of Hollis LX
Series regulators has landed

in Australia.

Every breath delivered
the way you need it

100DX Combo

100DCX DIN
100LX Occy

150LX Oxygen
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The wing logo speaks to our heritage while the car-
bon fiber backplate speaks to our future! Each wing
is engraved with a unique serial number and features
a Halcyon blue gusset. The carbon fiber backplate
weighs just over 0.2Kg and also features a special
edition logo in reflective silver.

The Halcyon Evolve was a design first created by the
extreme cave divers from Florida that hold the major-
ity of the world cave diving records. What makes the
Halcyon Evolve MC System so popular with technical
and cave divers is the attention to detail in all aspects
of the design. The shape of the wing is designed to
match the curve of the cylinders to provide stable
even lift, encouraging horizontal trim and allowing
divers to easily fine-tune their buoyancy regardless of
diving position.

Whether swimming or scootering, the Evolve cuts
through the water with less drag and greater effi-
ciency, encouraging less effort and more diving
enjoyment.

The materials used in the construction of the Evolve
are carefully chosen to provide the best combination
of strength, integrity and resistance to a given envi-
ronment.

For example, the outer nylon shell is design to pro-
tect the inner bladder from cuts and abrasions. The
inner bladder itself is resistant to punctures, the two
layers working together to provide the best protec-
tion possible.

If you're looking for THE wing for twinset or techni-
cal diving this is it, there is no better... all technical
instructors worth their salt will agree.

All Halcyon BCs feature:

• 1000 count Cordura outer shell that allows
superior abrasion resistance

• Urethane coated, 400-denier nylon inner bladder
for puncture resistance without stiffness

• Halcyon inner bladders are RF welded with
a lifetime warranty on all seams

• 22” Preferred length LP hose

• OEM inflator with corrugated hose

• Corrugated hose strain relief to reduce stress 
on the inflation connections

• Heavy duty zipper to allow easy access, if needed, 
to the inner bladder

• Rapid water drainage via SS grommet holes
or Texteline mesh

Halcyon Dive Systems are proud to be part of the CDAA Annual General
Meeting and are excited to donate a Halcyon Evolve 20 th Anniversary

Limited Edition BC System.
To celebrate our 20th Anniversary, Halcyon has chosen to honour our past
and look forward to the future with the release of a limited edition 20th
Anniversary BC system that features a limited edition logo as well as our

new carbon fiber backplate.

Halcyon Evolve 20th
Anniversary Limited Edition
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NAME Deep Cave Adv.
Cavern Cave

NEW SOUTH WALES

BOULTON, Alex(CDAA 4125) Yes
Mob:
E: alex@subaquaservices.com.au

FEATONBY, Tim (CDAA 3327) Yes      Yes
Worrowing Heights, NSW
Mob: 0402 129 253
E: tim.featonby@hotmail.com

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

PAYNE, Timothy (CDAA 2640) Yes      Yes    Yes
Mob: 0448 147 927 
E: Tim@diveessentials.com

VICTORIA

ALLEN, Terri (CDAA 3483)
Mob: 0419 176 633 Yes Yes Yes
E: terri.allen@bakeridi.edu.au

BARCLAY, Gary (CDAA 1735) Yes Yes Yes
Mob: 0407 527 921
E: garinda@bigpond.com

BOWMAN, Jane (CDAA 1880)      Yes Yes Yes
Mob: 0407 566 455
E: janelbowman@hotmail.com

CHAMBERS, Geoffrey (CDAA 3484)
Mob: 0438 059 886                    Yes  
E: geoffie1@gmail.com

CLARIDGE, Linda (CDAA 2214)
Mob: 0408 052 070                 Yes       Yes     Yes
E: garinda@tpgi.com.au

NAME Deep Cave Adv.
Cavern Cave

VICTORIA Continued

DALLA-ZUANNA, John (CDAA 236)
Mob: 0407 887 060 Yes Yes Yes
E: jdz@paintandcustom.com.au

EDWARDS, Chris (CDAA 2247) Yes
Mob: 0417 116 372
Email: cedwards@aanet.com.au

McDONALD, Warrick (CDAA 1882)
Mob: 0408 374 112 Yes Yes Yes
E: info@oceandivers.com.au

MONACO, Rubens (CDAA 1731)
Mob: 0413 429 533 Yes Yes Yes
E: info@idcscuba.com.au

Tim MUSCAT (CDAA 4557)
Mob: 0422 127 802 Yes
E: tim_muscat@bigpond.com

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Josip BICANIC (CDAA 4691)
Mob: 0421 571 779 Yes
Email: joseph_b@me.com

PAYNTER, Geoff (CDAA 3784)
Mob: 0407 445 112 Yes    Yes
E: gpaynter60@bigpond.com
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he actually came to our Club. It was extremely
exciting. We had a couple of fellas, members of
our club including Peter Goby who was an expert
on Sharks and we used to talk about what to do
if a shark was seen. Actually we were diving a
back beach off Rye and a guy came up and said,
there's a shark down here. Everyone rushed to
get their gear on and jumped in.
Diving with Harold Holt: Vivienne reminisced the
times she and her club members dived with
Harold Holt, saying "We dived with him when he
was Prime Minister. Just before he died he would
come out with our club quite often and he was
very much one of the boys!" Vivienne also
showed me the Invitation she received to a
memorial for Harold Holt held at Portsea on
December 15th, 1968. 

Her story continues...
Vivienne lives with her second husband, also
named Trevor, in a caravan park in Ballina on the
far north coast of New South Wales. Her sporting

years also included playing
in 19 Badminton premier-
ships. To this day still she
participates in local music
groups, regular outings
with her fellow ladies and
her home is filled with
memorabilia of her amaz-
ing years in sport.
It was a pleasure to meet
Vivienne thanks to a chance
meeting. I have since con-
tacted Australian Diving
Historian, Tom Byron, to
enquire if Vivienne is in fact
the first Australian woman
to learn to scuba dive,
though after reading a lot
of detailed writings about
the subject of the first
Australian scuba divers it
mentions that most woman
who got involved in the
sport didn't do so until
1956 or after. So it would
seem that Vivienne was
indeed the first of a sport
we know and love so
much. If only we could go
back and see what she had
the fortune to see and dive
on in those early days. 

ABOUT THE INTERVIEW:
My interview was done using a video camera. It
made writing my questions and answers time
consuming but it has allowed me to upload a
video to YouTube showing Vivienne talking can-
didly about her early memories. There is a link to
this video below. 

MORE INTERVIEWS:
After meeting Vivienne and discovering her pas-
sion for a sport she began over sixty years before,
I hope I can interview more pioneers of the early
days of diving and create a book or an Historical
Diving website.

To see a video Interview with Vivienne, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3Nc1
aC31ss
or just type in seapicsdavebryant on YouTube.

Vivienne’s first dive suit was made of rubber which she
constructed herself, with moulding tools at work.

continued from page 26
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SITE LEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAILS
MT. GAMBIER - SA
Ewens Ponds Nil DEWNR Groups of 6 or more, phone DEWNR on (08) 8735 1177

for booking. Smaller groups, no need.

Gouldens CN DEWNR Phone DEWNR on (08) 8735 1177 for booking.

2 Sisters CN DEWNR

Fossil C

Piccaninnie Ponds S DEWNR Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au

Horse & Cart CN Dale & Heather Perkins Phone (08) 8738 4083 or email dhperkins@bigpond.com
Tea Tree CN Dale & Heather Perkins at least 24 hours in advance.

Little Blue S District Council of Grant Booking can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.

Allendale C District Council of Grant

Ela Elap S Dean & Carol Edwards Obtain key from Management at Bellum Hotel.

One Tree S Mr. Peter Norman Visit the house before diving.  If no one is home - no dive!

Dave’s Cave C Maximum 3 divers all weekends between May & November
inclusive  (check and update on CDAA website).

Hells Hole S Forestry SA Booking can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.
Show ForestrySA Permit to obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Ctr.

Pines C /AC Forestry SA Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.
Cave Rated divers cannot enter Advanced Cave Section of Pines.

Mud Hole C Forestry SA Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au

Nettle Bed AC Forestry SA Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.
Show ForestrySA Permit to obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Ctr.

Stinging Nettle Cave AC Forestry SA Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.
Show ForestrySA Permit to obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Ctr.

Iddlebiddy AC Forestry SA Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.
Show ForestrySA Permit to obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Ctr.

Kilsby’s S Graham Kilsby Bookings can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.

SITE LEVEL OWNER ACCESS DETAILS

MT. GAMBIER - SA (continued)

The Shaft S/C Trevor Ashby Booking can be made online from www.cavedivers.com.au.
Landowner mandates Dive Supervisors (with their own
Insurance) leading all dive trips.

Engelbrechts Mt Gambier Council Obtain key from Lady Nelson Tourist Information Centre.
- East C Lessee: Ph: 08 8723 5552 Diving should be avoided after heavy rain due to possible
- West AC Owner: John & Sue Douglas water contaminance. Diving hours are now restricted to

8am to 8pm CST.

Three Sisters AC Wattle Range Council Download Indemnity from www.cavedivers.com.au  and
Access available for email to council@wattlerange.sa.gov.au.  A $30 processing

fee can be made over the phoneon (08) 8733 0900 after
Council has received your indemnity.
Allow 4 wks for indemnities to be processed.

Tank Cave AC CDAA Bookings can be made online at www.cavedivers.com.au 
An email to the Tank Cave officer is required to dive.
Booking Officer is Noel Dillon
Email: tankcave@cavedivers.com.au

Baker’s Cave C Janet & Bruce Saffin Bookings can be made online at www.cavedivers.com.au 
An email to the Tank Cave officer is required to dive.
Booking Officer is Matthew Skinner.   
Email: bakerscave@cavedivers.com.au
Climbing equipment required.  One member must have
previous dive experience at site.

NULLARBOR - WA

Cocklebiddy C /AC WA Dept of Parks & W’Life Apply in writing for permission to dive at least 4 weeks
in advance of trip to:

Murra El Elevyn C /AC WA Dept of Parks & W’Life District Manager,
PO Box 234, Esperance, W.A. 6450.

Tommy Grahams C WA Dept of Parks & W’Life Phone: (08) 9083 2100.

Burnabbie AC WA Department of Lands Apply in writing or email for permission to dive
at least four weeks in advance of trip.

Olwolgin Cave AC WA Department of Lands Miss Shannon Alford,
Email: Shannon.alford@lands.wa.gov.au 
Phone: (08) 6552 4661  Fax: (08) 6552 4417

Weebubbie S/C WA Department of Lands P.O. Box 1143, West Perth WA 6872.  
A site indemnity form must be filled out for each visit to
the site. Diving permission acknowledged by official letter
from Land Owner.

WELLINGTON CAVES - NSW

Limekiln (McCavity) Cave C /AC Wellington Caves Access coordinated by Greg Ryan
Management Email: giryan@gmail.com  Ph: (02) 9743 4157

Both Cave and Advanced Cave Level are being accepted
for this site depending on its water level at the time.
When entrance is under water, Advanced Cave Divers only!

Water (Anticline) cave C Wellington Caves Access coordinated by Greg Ryan 
Management Email: giryan@gmail.com  Ph: (02) 9743 4157

Affected by high CO2 levels during Summer/Autumn.

Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.  
CN = CAVERN    S = SINKHOLE   C = CAVE   AC = ADVANCED CAVE

Remember: Access is a privilege, not a right. Please be considerate of landowners wishes.  
CN = CAVERN    S = SINKHOLE   C = CAVE   AC = ADVANCED CAVE

Generate a DEWNR Permit from www.cavedivers.com.au and
either post to DEWNR (PO Box 1046 Mt. Gambier SA 5290) or
hand deliver (11 Helen St, Mt. Gambier) before a booking can
be made. A CDAA Membership card must be carried at all
times. Training: Instructor must generate DEWNR permits from
www.cavedivers.com.au for their students and submit to
DEWNR before use of the site.


