
AROUND THE CLUBS 

NEWCASTLE UNDERWATER 
RESEARCH GROUP 

Last month was one of the busiest 
for N.U.R.G. for some time. The 
annual general meeting was held as 
well as two club outings—one in 
Newcastle Harbour and the other at 
Norah Head. 

The harbour dive was arranged to 
give members experience in bad con-
ditions. Visibility was minus dot feet, 
as the harbour hasn't seen green 
water for many months. Peter Arm-
strong was very capable as dive 
leader, taking each of his charges 
down in turn at the end of a guide 
line. 

On June 23 an inter-club outing 
was held with Brisbane Water Aqua-
lung Club at Norah Head, on the 
central coast. The Brisbane Water 
members showed how efficient they 
are. Everyone was on time and ready 
to dive at 10 a.m., while some of 
our members were still straggling in 
and filling bottles. We aim to do 
better next time. 

During the morning some of our 
divers, including new member Ted 
Baker, completed training tests. Jean 
Armstrong, who is one of our few 
women diving members, showed her 
usual competence in the water. 

In the afternoon the boats went 
out to Budgewoi Reef, where every-
one took part in a general dive. There 
was about 45ft. of water around the 
reef, but visibility was down to about 
lsft. The recent heavy rain seems 
to have affected most diving areas. 
Several good specimens of gorgonoid 
coral, including some pieces which 
were almost purple coloured, were 
brought up. 

This inter-club day was a great 
success and as a result further outings 
like this will be planned. It was 
pleasing to see more than the usual 
number of N.U.R.G. members attend-
ing. 

The election of officers for 1963-64 
resulted as follows: President, Owen 
Griffiths; Senior and Junior Vice-
Presidents, Fred Studden and Darrel 
Dinse; Secretary, Peter Armstrong; 
Assist. Secretary, Warren Kirkby; 
Treasurer, Spencer Wharton; Field 
Officer, John Taylor; Assist. Field 
Officer, Jim Middleton; Publicity 
Officer, Patricia Dunning; Neptunes 
Delegates, Fred Studden, Warren 
Kirkby; C.U.A. Delegates, Peter 
Armstrong, John Taylor. 

The club now has a membership 
of 35 and we hope to see this number 
increased substantially in the next 
twelve months. 

- PATRICIA A. DUNNING, 
Publicity Officer. 
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Jim Middleton, John McDonald and Owen 
Drew (climbing ladder), Newcastle Under-
water Research Group members in New-
castle Harbour. 

—Photo by courtesy "Newcastle Morning 
Herald". 

THE UNDERWATER 
RESEARCH GROUP 

OF N.S.W. 
Our June Elementary SCUBA 

Diving School has just been com-
pleted at Clifton Gardens Pool. 

Seven Trainee Divers employed by 
the State Electricity Commission were 
successful in passing all phases of 
the course which is run to a pro-
gramme similar to that recommended 
by the C.U.A. (A.S.M. March/April, 
1963). The trainees are taught by 
experienced U.R.G. Divers with a 
minimum of one instructor to two 
pupils so the utmost supervision is 
present at all times. 

Adverse weather conditions over 
the past few months have seriously 
hampered the Groups' diving activi-
ties. But individual diving groups 
have been successful in obtaining a 
number of specimens for expert study 
at Sydney Museum. A very rare 
tropical sea urchin (Salmacis) was 
discovered at Camp Cove. Only two 
others of this species have been 
found in N.S.W. waters, both at Sow 
and Pigs light buoy in Sydney Har-
bour. This urchin has an unmistak-
able appearance, the spines are long 
and extremely thin, coloured with 
alternate yellow and red bands and 
the diameter of the body is about 
2". On all three occasions this urchin 
has been found on the sand. Also 
collected from Camp Cove were 
some uncommon, pure white sea 
urchins which resemble the big pink-
ish "Tripneustes gratilla", common 
on our shores at certain times of the 
year. More sand-dwelling worms have 
also been collected for the Museum 
from Fairlight. 

C. J. Lawler, 
Publicity Officer. 
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SYDNEY SEA HUNTERS 
The month of June wasn't much of 

a success so far as spearfishing was 
concerned. With all the rain, rough 
seas and dirty water around, most 
members confined their activities to 
repairing gear, boats, etc. Those who 
braved the bleak weather enjoyed a 
little water-skiing on the harbour. 

Theatre parties are proving very 
popular this year. We have been 
averaging one show per month, the 
more recent ones being, "Mondo 
Cane", "To Kill a Mockingbird" and 
"Taras Bulba". So along with an 
occasional barbecue or two, things 
have really been swinging, socially 
that is. 

To get down to competition fishing, 
of which there is little news, we had 
an outing up at Long Reef the other 
month. Phewww, when we arrived on 
the scene things really looked a mess. 
Dirty water, white water, and all 
the big bommies were working to the 
tune of an Easterly swell. John Hard-
ing and crew made the trip up to 
Long Reef by water, after launching 
the "Tempest" at Rose Bay. The re-
turn journey took nearly twice the 
time of the forward one. However. 
we decided to change the sign-on to 
a better locale. Balmoral was chosen 
so we all turned around and shot 
back to fish in the harbour. Nine 
members signed-on, with only five 
weighing-in, due to the appalling con-
ditions. What was weighed-in generally 
consisted of "Rubbish" fish. 

Progressive scores to date:— "A" 
Grade: Bob Taylor, Vie Ley, John 
Harding, Arthur Taylor. "B" Grade: 
Carl Schneeloch, Len Murray and 
George Wilks. 

Club outings for the next six 
months will be:— 

July 28 Nth. Coogee. 
Aug. 25 Sth. Maroubra. 
Sept. 29 Wattamolla 
Oct. 27 Bellambi. 
Nov. 24 North Shore? 
Dec. 1st Kurnell. 

Note:— Competitions are held on 
the last Sunday of each month (ex-
cept Dec.). Fishing times are 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. (Winter) and 9 a.m. to I 
p.m. (Summer). 

Club meets third Tuesday each 
month, 8 p.m., at "Transport House", 
199 Cleveland Street, City. New 
members and friends welcome. Club 
Fees are due this month. Cost, 7/6 
per annum (cheap, too). 

This scribe will be on holidays for 
the next few months. 

Until November, 

"ABALONE". 

JULY/AUGUST, 1963 

AROUND THE CLUBS 

NEWCASTLE 
Our June competition was trans-

ferred from Caves Beach to Swansea 
Heads where conditions were very 
bad with visibility down to five feet 
and rough water. We had a record 
roll-up of about 50 members and cars 
completely filled up the area. Robert 
Hatch and Frank Swinkels christened 
their new Quintrex, also Rick Fer-
guson and Jeff Wood. Fish were 
scarce mainly because they were ob-
scured by the dirty water. Peter 
Kemp suffered some facial injuries 
when he plunged headlong through 
the windscreen of Jim Calder's boat, 
but carried on to win top honours 
for the day. Mike Sokolowski fin-
ished second and won the B grade 
while Ray Smith was third. Bob Pen-
fold won the C grade and there 
wasn't a fish weighed-in by any com-
petitor in the newly formed D grade. 

After receiving a letter from the 
Australian Museum on the identifica-
tion of the "sawtail" surgeon and 
the spotted surgeon which labelled 
them as belonging to different family 
groups, it was decided to separate 
them in club competitions, the saw-
tail to retain 10 points per lb. while 
the spotted surgeon dropped to 8 
pcints per lb. A rare specimen was 
identified by the museum as pre-
viously unknown in N.S.W. and has 
been entered by Gordon Budden for 
the Stamina Trophy. 

Five club boats made the trip to 
Broughton Island last Sunday after 
becoming a little browned off with 
the continuous filthy condition of the 
water along the coast and surprisingly 
found conditions much better, visi-
bility 50 feet and plenty of fish, par-
ticularly large schools of big 
kingfish, but as yet the big crays 
have not come into the shallow 
waters. 

May Day we have been granted 
another holiday for six-hour-day 
weekend which makes us 100% 
healthy for the State Championships 
in October, and if we don't collect 
the bulk of trophies, I'm a poor 
judge, so start polishing up your 
sprongers, Sydney. The WOBBER. 

TROPHIES 
.)~4. 
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R. .V,nit/, and R. Seat, V.P. D.C.). 

SOUTH PACIFIC DIVERS 
The weather Sydney has been ex-

periencing lately soon shows who the 
keen divers are. Come on, the rest of 
You! You do not have to own a 
dry suit to go diving in the winter. 
despite what John says. 

In spite of the bad conditions some 
interesting events have taken place, 
including two trawler days and the 
club's first Scuba championships. The 
trawler outings continue to be suc-
cessful and may become regular 
monthly events. 

Results of the Club Championships 
were:— 
Club Champion and Best 

Practical Diver R. Smith 
Best Theory Diver G. Dowse 
Junior Champion G. Dyson 

Quite a lot was learnt by both 
competitors and organisers and the 
experience gained should prove valu-
able in the future. Our thanks go to 
"Prof" Harper and Denis Robinson 
for organising the championships. 

Members are invited to enter their 
best photos in our photographic com-
petition, which closes in September. 
Let's hope the water clears by then. 

PORT KEMBLA 
240 Flagstaff Rd., Warrawong, N.S.W. 

In the past few months it has come 
to my attention that there are many 
skindivers in the Wollongong—Port 
Kembla area who are not aware we 
have a diving club organised in Port 
Kembla. 

We have 50 members at present 
and are growing rapidly. Club meet-
ings are held every second Wednes-
day night at 7.30 p.m. Interested in 
joining a keen progressive club? Ring 

1205 for information. 
It's the club's main aim to promote 

safe skindiving and in a combined 
effort the members' first project of 
this month was the successful Under-
water Film Night Social and Dance 
held on the 14th June. On behalf of 
the P.K. Skindiving Club, we wish 
to extend our token of thanks to 
Sydney notaries and our guests for 
the night, Ron Taylor. Valerie 
Heighes, Ben Cropp, Van Laman, 
Wally Gibbon and U.S.F.A. President 
Bill Lewis and Mrs. Beryl Lewis. 

We were sorry to see no Sydney 
skindivers present, as they missed a 
mighty evening. We accepted Presi-
dent Bill Lewis' apologies for boys 
and friends who couldn't make the 
night. Our thanks to Sans Souci 
Dolphins and Port Hacking Penguins 
who sent apologies via pen and pad 
that they couldn't attend. 

Hope to show our support for your 
future projects, skindiving competi-
tions, etc. Despite the unreliable 
weather we still have been diving 
and our members are getting quite 
used to the fact that they feel rather 
than see. 

The club made an interesting 
sequence of film for Channel 4 
television station. It shows members 
doing a training programme designed 
to show correct and wrong methods 
of diving off moving craft and emer-
gency pick-up out of water at speed. 

Anyone interested to see the film 
sequence, contact our club. 
Our club elections are due, also due 
are the fees. I can see those mechani-
cal smiles now handing out the quids. 

—RICK JEFFERY, 

Publicity Officer. 

The Largest Trophy Distributors in the Commonwealth 

C. R. VIARNE (TROPHIES) PIT. LTD. 
30 THE BOULEVARDE ARCADE, 112 KING ST., SYDNEY 

Phone: BW 6347 
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