Cavediving

South Pacific goes

DOW,

DOWN

DOWN

Tuglow Caves are situated on the Kowmung River, 4.500ft.-up
in the Blue Mountains area of New South Wales.

Due to no previous dives being made in this caves system,
it was not known if the sump was 20ft. or 200ft. below the original
level of the caves’ floor, which is 210ft. below ground level.

Two vehicles (a short base diesel
Landrover and a Holden panelvan)
met at Jenolan Caves and proceeded
to the Kowmung River whereupon all
gear was transferred to the Landrover
which was then driven across the
river and up to the caves where it
was unloaded and then taken back
to pick up the rest of the party.

In the group, led by Grant Warren.
were Jokn Allen, Bob Scott. Colin
Linklater. Dave Allen and Alan
Moule. After arriving at the caves
and setting-up camp the party de-
cided to sleep, as none had been had
in the previous 24 hours.

After sleeping till noon on the
same day, party entered the caves
at 1.00 p.m.. after descending for 2
hours they finally reached the bottom
and a suitable site for a base camp
was located. Further exploration of
the caves was made to find ways of
getting the gear (which was comprised
of 3 aqualungs. 5 kitbags, 3 cameras,
1 underwater camera housing, lamps
and a 2-way radic with 180ft. of
cable) down to the base camp. After
sites were chosen, a trip was made
up to the Waterfall which is 40ft,
high and about 300 yds. from the base
camp. This waterfall is a terrific sight
when one considers it is 200£t. under-
ground.

Upon returning to the base camp,
4 members decided to take the easy
way out by swimming down the river.
Due to the fact that the water was
(a) Wet, (b) Cold, the temperature
being 48°F. and (¢) The Caves tem-
perature a very humid 52°F, 4 mem-
bers were very cold and exhausted
when they reached the surface °
hours later. The other two (chickens)
where just exhausted. After arriving
above the ground at 5.00 p.m. the
party had tea and slept soundly until
8.00 a.m. the following morning.

After rising and having breakfast,
the gear was assembled at the top
of the daylight chamber, which is an
80ft. vertical shaft through which

light penetrates most of the day. The
gear was lowered from the top of
the shaft to a narrow rock bridge,
and from there, 40ft. down to a pas-
sage and then man-handled 200ft.
along a squeeze (a very narrow tun-
nel) to the Diamond Mine. which is
also a vertical drop of 75ft. On this
drop. two members staged them-
selves at certain positions to guide
gear over outcrops of rocks to the
cave floor, from there it was carried
200ft. parallel with the river to the
base camp.

The lowering of gear took 6 men
54 hours of solid labour. this, accom-
panied by no food or rest, sapped
the energy of the party. which pos-
sibly accounts for their lack of stav-
ing power in the water.

After the 4 divers suited up. the
diving gear was lowered a further
20ft. by hand down to the w
After setting up lights and lines the
first dive was made by Colin Link-
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John Allen, Colin Linklater, Dave Allen and Grant Warren discuss diving
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Grant Warren absealing down 75f1.
shafr.

later at 5.10 p.m. and the second dive
by Grant Warren. Each spent 10
minules in the water exploring for
possible surface extensions, diving
operations were then suspended (ill
the following day. The party returned
to the surface at 7.15 p.m, after
being underground for 9 hours, a
discussion was held during tea, on
the day’s activities and on the whole,
it turned out to be a very good idea
as everybody learned where he went
wrong. either in the caves or in the
water. Party slept very soundly until
7.00 am. next morning. For some-
thing to do. somebody took the air

D and it was 38°F. where-
rush for

was a great

gear at Base Camp, 210ft. underground. (Photo Bob Scoti.)



Bob Scott surfaces after narrow es-
cape in tunnel,

Party entered caves at 9.00 a.m.
and the first dive was made by John
Allen at 10.55 a.m. He descended
70ft. down a wvertical shaft only to
find that his line had become snagged
20ft. from the surface so that he had

to surface after only 5 minutes in the

water, At 11.05 a.m., after a brief
discussion on this hazard, Bob Scott
entered Lhe water and proceeded
down another passage only to find
that it was a dead-end and he then

_surfaced and after a few words to

his standby diver he again went down.
This time down another 'passage.
After going 20ft. it started to become
smaller but by going down feet first
he was able to keep going, but was
only able to gain another 10ft. before
he was forced to stop, due to a
mud-slide from the roof of the pas-
sage. After a few anxious minutes
he was able to free himself and
ascend to the surface. Grant Warren
did the next dive at 12.06 p.m., re-
turning to the surface at 12.14 p.m.
after making a mental map of the
first 10ft. of the passages, at 12.21
p.m. Colin Linklater went down but
due to the water being black he was
not able to carry out any worthwhile
project and he returned to the sur-
face at 12.26 p.m.

After packing up all gear the party
headed back to the top, all gear being
out of the cave at 6.00 p.m., thus
spending a further 9 hours below,
making a total of 22 hours per per-
son. Being completely wrecked, party
had tea and slept until 6.00 a.m, next
morning. After packing Landrover
with gear. party hiked back to river
crossing and went their own way
back to Sydney.

REPAIRS —

99-8240

THIS SYMBOL IS THE TRADE MARK OF

THE DIVING Co. Pty. Lid.

IT IS YOUR GUARANTEE OF THE ULTIMATE IN SERVICE —
CYLINDER TESTING —
COMMERCIAL AND SPCRTS EQUIPMENT

DECANTING SETS AND TRAILER MOUNTED AIR SUP-
PLY FOR HIRE — CAPACITY UP TO 1000 CU. FT,

CONSULT OUR MANAGER

WAL GIBBINS

THE BEST KNOWN NAME IN THIS FIELD

23 WARRABA ROAD
NARRABEEN NORTH

SALES, FOR BOTH

99-8249

SUMMARY

The object of these dives was to
try and discover if there were any
further extensions to this system of
caves, bur due to limited air supply
and extremly poor visibility, this aim
could not be achieved. The initial
exploration of this system will be of
use to other divers and to ourselves
on future dives.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTS

RON TAYLOR'S

New programme of underwater films will
be released — shortly. Watch for opening
date.

THEATRE ADVERTISING

Limited space is available during the
screening of Ron Tayler's underwater
films. For details write to: “John Harding
Underwater Prometions”, 58 Cowper 5t.,
Glebe.

FOR SALE
The “Funnell” Steamer. The well-known
14-foot ply boat AG4O N, with 22 h.p.
Mereury motor. £180 cash,
Ring Brian Martin at 58-4198

FOR SALE

Twin 72-cu.-ft. U.5. diver’s aqualung, com-
plete with proper back pack, reserve and
Mistral Regulator. Ideal for professional
diving. Te sell £70. Phone 70-5112 Sydney.

FOR SALE

14-foot ply boat, complete with steering,
remote controls, 25-h.p. outhoard, trailer,
All registered. £290 or nearest offer.
23 Randwick St., Randwick. Evenings and
Saturdays.,

Classified advis. are available at
1/- per line, Sorry, no accounts for
casual advertisements. Send copy and
cash to Box 1192, G.P.O., Sydney,
before 30th of month — absolute
deadline.

AIR available 7 days a week at
Amoco Service Station, Dee Why
and at Ron Harding's Sports
Centre, Manly, 6 days a week.
Emergency Service Ring 94-2395
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