
South Pacific Diver
I Stop Long Hop

TUIANUS ISI.AND
luatrlrs Island lies 400 air nrilcs nortl''wcst ot Rnbn l in thc

Adm alty Islands grorp. Rcnowned tor ils past historl du'ing the

Second [-orld lvar as one ol the Iargest Naval Bnses for the grest

American ltcct. il is nos admtuistrnted br lhc Austmlinn Govcrn-

mcnt with th€ Rolnl -{uslralian \avy still maintrining a Naval

Base on the isle of Lonbnlm. This is no reflcction on the oncc

active harbour $hich shellered orcr 900 capital ship5 r$aiting the

6nfll thrust at Japar.

3kr'.s hkn a .1 ..tuip lttx 1it.ul1)
t.r?t!d tl.. nlad!, rhib batnben
.nd fr:thttt\ sooLt bt .n son.0l th.
hhs.$ n'nttld rt !lt. Pdcifi. d2!
'fhe fttranr ot' vn1. .l fi6t .n ta
t. seen 0s nE DCl tLt i1\ fndl
att\ad.h .otrc. t'o' Ilte la di\E riP
dt Mon .. Altn u e"aath buctt'
tlow t nliqtuea io1l ttlt dnault and

rdJ ,rcr 6) , dtne ,1tit.Lb.i tho
nkln..l no (na nf taoni nn.nl rt tt:l
"hikptlt' s\drsun dnd biklla
\ritltl lan. botk\ n.nu t"lottl..l
lron th..nd'att. At th! Mtt ts 1!(r
d.r! |rt \.t! ka tPtttlish.rntut
ninrdt$. it .li.h t tdk. k 1! lar tht
wid ta bc N\s.tl 0o nd .l \ta
t ias :uttor tlel b hait (ll ldlknt{
.tit.dlt nd r/ir 1-r ,,,.Inrs ,i)

willr s. duch help around {.
soo, lorded lie Landrcler lnd qer.
Lrunroinc allna thc s. rrint .uf1l ord
rh.tr'r.ul,l rile us ln L!renq,u rhe
.,nl\ rosnshLD su.re 17 m 1(s dLLdnt
At;r nJu 'ir huD, "l J \e \ sleni.
drive Ee app.o.ched lhe Loniu Pas
(x'e hridne $hicn connects ihe Nes
oi rrre li's ,-,lesros ro I-orcneau. It
sls here *here I *as io carv ou! an
rnderarlcr nn\.v of bridge Pilcs
rhich had re.enliy bccn dnnl!scd.

A< {. do$lv drole rc.oss il Ihe
drileFboi lold ;e oi a l l fool s..
r.i.p .r..odile qhi.h had b.en slglr!
!a lhert trrlnq to clirnb rhe bxnk.
r "".,,r1" ;sted hitu ho\v lo aco
this {as and *a! morc thxn ,elic\ed
1o 6nd olr lt bdd bccn llree tears
back. At1 the samc, I slill Eave o

sh!dder as I looked .toqn into ihe
bllck, muddy {xter'

AUSTNAUAN SXTNDIVEIs AAAGAZINE

Finrllv *e re.ched Lorenlxu rnd
rr \.: tarc thrl l m.l x\o old buddie\
iro RaFalt Lndertraler alnb, Roser
Medland and And-v Sp.oul, \ho \Yeie
rortins up herc on a eorermreni
.onxacr. Ne mnediilelv eot logelher
xnd nule s.mc arrcn-.cDcnts lo go
out lor i quicl fip aficr *ork and
\ntlr I or .cd . I !.. $hcre rnlrc
\.cr. nlent\ ot fl'h nd mL\ne , te$
.h,rl\ I hdd he, rJ nr!u^ ut thc
viciou\ne$ ol \ anu\ sharks, but
$hen I trieLl lo quenion RoEer on
lhen. I uas rold nnh n grin. Youll

finxll!. *e hit the qaier a lilde
ane. .l00 p.nr rnd sqa.r out .
nruo\ gutrcr lo lhe deeper {xle..
tlerc lle lottom shelred xsa, inlo
nnali gurrcx and broten coral
t onrbies bef.rc lendlng ovcr the diop
olT. Srrxieht tr\La!. a tnalL bronze
trhrler *1am in oul .i the deel lor
a close lool belde nlovins out alain
Io llke !p sl.lion lor the ne{i 40

inutcs. Ihele *ere llent-v ol lish
about. r.d soon I sleared r nice

S*ectli! lmnr.dirlely tqo lj.ol reei
sharLs swadr in nnd lricd 1o trke
onc ot ihem ofi lle sFerr. I looked
out inro the deeper qltcr crFecli.q
r. see sonrclhins ld-.er Do\e in, bni

I reDcmbered whal Andy had told
me n c\ru \lJ rhour r n. ri\t ho\

, 6\h rnd shild
rrin! b -dt,t ofi his sperr, a 10-
t..r Tser \LLark hJJ ,{tJc(cd him.
Ii h",l io'krd trse i ul]nr. d lr.nzJ
\h.n rh( h,\ odnl(teJ ,nd ..1m. in
close belorc rourng over on ils brck.
bul shl.d ofi xt lhe l!\t s.cond {he.

Andr Joorsred. The bur ",.n cJlmed
,r""; .;;r ." .L(! rhc \hr L, urri.h
noved oul into deeper taler and

lhcse fioushts raccd throu8h nr)
hcad .nd J noriced And! and Roger
nrolhs ln ctoser 10 me. not lil'e lhe
old dnri blck nr R.brul. when we

lsed ro jtnp in the qater and mor.
ofi in diilrenr dneclion! and -warch

onf ri totr $Ynn lnto cach oth.r's
rcrilo.! Tbe reef sharks h.d qoiel_

ened doxn no* lhal rhe 6!h h.d
died, so I lled n rc lhe float bclo.e

Soon I canre across a lrrsc cl.n
nrmiv enhedded in the boltom. lt
uN\ inree fecl lors and abonl lFo
l.er xide \ilh the_nranlle cxtended,
llis *a5 the lirrl larse lne clan



For ihe Pra.tical,
Economical

a .1r a\ Sptorl. tnrd hn Ra u( ttu).

.HOOKAH"

type Compressor Un;t.
YOU CAN'T GO PAST A

..IEDRON"

6.5 c.f.m. ar low tempera-
,ure, maximum efiiciency.
oriven by fully.soverned
Gonrrolled 4 h.p. Brisgs.nd
Shatton petrol engine. Unil
comes compleie with hose,

dual takeoF, Rlrer, drain
cock, ample reseryoir for a

s.fe emergency ascent. All
sturdily mounted on a steel

frame in .ompa.t portable

PRICED AT €I50
(l,s$ 5a1.5 Iax for profe*ion.l

This unit ls m.de by men in
the d vins business .nd
yea6 of practica experi
snce go lnio the manufac

RON O'BRIEN, 26 Marion

AU'IRALIAN SKINDIVENS AGAZINE

a Mnhacl tnh 0 Ma rt lnantl
tltDlp htdd Wro\s..

\: tli.!e.l J irte rhxl
r.rr ih. S.Lrr l:.rn.

'I:: i.ll.,rrn! i.\ I.:rn.d !rui
:rr r:r:se ni.e! .nlonsn ! Iror(onl
:.i.:.d errh.!nnon lhell! uJ oln
r:1rnr. .qurlmenr An.r Lhe job qis
i.rie. I mo\ed on up rhe pasj.ge
m ulc some lhol(r of a landing crall
.erlrerard lhal I h.d heen lold abo!1.
lr s.s hcrc that I (a1v lircrall]
hundreds oi Amcrican I .C.T. thar
had bcen driten ashore .nd al]ln'
doned, $.rc hed trecn sc!uled in mid
sr.e!,i and nill c.maincd verPons
and .mr nition. whal a pldcel Eren
to thinl of xll those brass propellem
(1ro to eacn crait) a.d sDmc oi llose
,iiescl engines uhich aie slill in
r.ason.ble condi(ion.

lvhile dnrng ir these bhck, nndd!
$lr.rs. I found a Jnpanese hndrng
.ralt lh.t lad been lil amidsbip\ rnh
r smrll calibre slell. the {i,r lhe
nlel.l had L,een Peeled lncl nr\ x

\ichl to uonder ar. Il r.nrinded mc
oi rhe L.c.T.s thxl rc hld seen in
I lrfanese tunnel h t.[ n PrL' ul
, hnh hiJ h..n \rr.,fc!l qirh ..'nn!

All too soon lime nad ru, out
.n rrv drort slxv al llanus and n
{as s;on dne 10 prcL nP. bul h.re\
hoping I can xsxin rerrn somc daY.


