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DX'/ REPORT 

ca -  4y:eh URWELL ROOM HOP 
Pit last I Vicked some qo.c,d Weather warm.. aunr,y and c5t 

good ss We had n.na divers but only eight mace it into the 
wt:er we know how it is Lisa) The v.z oiasn t 1:00 g. ood., aout 
I--2Oft but not had for urnel I 

Hud rey saw a siansh dancer rfld didn't tell anybody 11- J-11'. 
after the dive 1i in all a good dive and day was had 

P S 1I riam will gi ve lessons on how not to get out of the 
water to anyone who needs them 

2 
What: a I oveLy dive it: was aft:er swimming t;hogh a 2-3 knot; 

current to get to the anchor, bettl i ng our way dom to about 12011t 
throug, di. rt:y cold waters Once the current Slowed the via improved 
to about 50--6(ft and the dive began (Peter went and found the weight 
belt I had d r000ed at about :2ft: above the wreck ) 

Of the I ns on the bottom I think 1 ran remember about 5, 

Just .bit N<D, there were lots of fish, anyhow I think there 
wei"e - 13ary 

It was a fine mo rn.i ng, Suncay tie second of Februe ry, at 
Dolan rntmo, however t:here was the forecast f a at ronq southerly 
With this in mind we heaces out to sea Just after. Sam by courtesy of 
Rick lames' boat with reg Marshall and myself comp leting the crew 

ft:er a few tries we anrho red on a sect .t on of reef south of 
"a rren' a Hut "  i. n SOft of wate r. When we a rn ved at the anchor we 
found vial hi I .t ty down to I ft and a two knot current runni ng, so we 
restricted our exploration to the vicinity of the anchor along the 
rocky ledges which meet the sand 

The area proved to have a fair quantity of nudi.branrhs with 
unusual colour scemes 

Pf't:er the dive we proceeded to Jibbon beach for lunch and a 
well earned rest. The rest rid not eventuate as we met up with B.J. 
and Peter Stratford and their resoective crews which made the basis 
of an aquatic gridiron matci This took up a large part of the 
rift:ernoon (not including time out for injuries'). 

As it appeared that a storm was being readied for our 
pleasure, at 3 o' clock weheadect hack to Dolan' a via Bundeena Wharf 
to lend moral support to the crew of a certain marooned displacement 
boat 

All in all a very satisfying day out on the high seas (for 
Same of us) - Ross 

Well, what a busy weekend it turned out to be for the 
Cl ub The night at the movies was a great success alao Those who 
were unable to make ' View To A hi11" (which turned out to be quit:e 
a comedy,.) met: (to with the others at The Rhinedor? restaurant. 

The food was excellent -- and plentiful, which was good 
because it was around lOom by the time we ate For those whO saw the 
show, the f  ii .ing effect of the popcorn and lollies was wean nc off, 
and for t:ne others., befo re--di. nner wines wpj'p hitting empty Stomachs'  
But the meal was worth the wait and Gary made sure fri ni am' a plate was 
cIean -. C.incty. 



Terry would like anyone wanting to show their slides at the 
Club Meeting to contact him beforehand, so he known to bring the 
projector and related eq ui pment. You can phone him on 628 8172. 

Anyone who would like a boat dive when there are none 
scheduled, can phone Gary on 771 3459. Due to his flexible working 
hours he may he able to get one organised, even for a week day If 
required. 

We'd like to send a "Hello" to some of our Club members wno 
are a little far away to attend the meetings, the dives or social 
venues but continue to suppo rt the Club by remai ning financial 
members. 

They are Rick and Anne Bewicke who are at The Gap in 
Queensland and (en Healey who is li ving  In Western Aust ral ia. 
Hopefully one day they'll be in this neck of the woods and visit us. 

BOAT DIVES AVAILABLE 
aik to Glen Gercy at Aqua Sports, 430 Hume Hwy., YAGOONPc, 708 2826. 

Dual ity dives at reasonable rates. . 
The Club would like to Congratulate two members who were 

married on Valentines Day - Karl and Rhonda who are at this time 
enjoying a two week Island honeymoon. 

* ** *** * ** 

Miriam, Rhonda and Karl have organised the following for March/Ao ri 1: 

Sunday March 2t JIBBON BEACH - We enjoyed last week's so much we 
decided to do it; again. This is a family picnic day, everyone is 
welcome. Details of dives can be obtained from Gary before the day. 

Friday March 14 -. 16: PORT STEPHENS WEEKEND As it is., we have 25 
people booked on this weekend and acco rding to availability we may be 
able to accommodate a few more if you are interested. 

You need to find your own way to Port Stephens, sometime 
Friday night and your accommodation in self-contained units fo r the 
weekend is provided for $20 per person. Food, drink and dives are 
(naturally) extra. . 

Gary has organised a few boats, and dives will be ar ranged  at 
the time. Please it us know if you want to go as soon as possible 
so you don't miss out. 

Saturday March 22: AUSTRALIA'S WONDERLAND - This is still on the 
calendar and as yet we haven't had any response. We are still going, 
so if you'd like to go, let us know and we might be able to get a 
group discount. 

Pori! S - 6: BRISTOL POINT (JB) WEEKEND - This should be a good time 
or all. We have two group camp sites booked (no power). Tie 

ammen ± ties consist of hot and cold showers and fully sewe red 
toilets. These are very clean and quite new. The cost is $2 pet-
person to camp. 

The beach is approximately a 200m walk through the natural 
bushland. There are plenty of open .BQ faci lities and we have a 
planned for Saturday night - meat supplied at a cost of $3 per 
person. Again, put your name on the list if you'd like to come so we 
can plan for you. 



S 

. 

Recort TL13LOW CAVES,  Australia Day Weekend 

After awakening at tie ungodly hour of 4am, our weekend 
began. Loaded the trailer,  loaded Sonya and Sam in the back and off  
we went: F rom St. Mary' s we could see Audrey and Terry' s campfire 
burning in the distance. The t racks were dry, the air was fresh and 
our passengers were getting sligtly bruised. 

Tried a few t racks and saw the cave ent rance, after walking 
through the bighting bushes. At the camp site whilst erecting the 
Taj Mahal one of the cent me beams bent- , then the bolt on the 
adjustable pole broke. Mind you., we were assured two people could 
erect this tent, Terry, Sam, Sonya, Wally and Ralph finally worked it 
out 

Dinner time, and the new part-a--gas stove packs icc just 

after the meal was cooked, tried the gas light and it didn't work 
either - great start Had a few drinks around the fires, first night 
upstai rs, Sunday, downstairs. Sunday might we had a sing-a-long 
around the old ramp fire. 

suppose we should tell you who was there Ter ry, 
Audrey, Lisa and Robby Mansfield, Wally, Shirley and their two 
chi ldren, Robby's friend Tony., Sam and Sonya, Ralph and myself. Oh 
yeah, someone worked out how to use the gas light the Monday morning 
we left;. 

With passengers briused and battered, dusty and ti red after 
someone's al 3-bed kept popping its plug we arri ved safely back to 
Sydney Pi good time, with no major problems was defi nate2 y had, 
especially the nice weather after a week of rain. -- Jackie 

* * * * * * * * * 

PLEASE NOTE 

FEBRUARY 23 - DU"tER 
It's not marked on your calendar but there's a dive on the 

Dunba r planned. Meet at Rose Bay ramp at 9am. Dive the morning, 
then lunch at the Watson's Bay Hotel and depending on how we feel 
afterwards maybe a dive at Bottle & Glass or somewhere similar. 

Please ring me or 771--3459 and let me know how many divers 

to expect. 

MARCH 2 - JiBBON PICNIC/DIVE 
On the day we hone to have a few boats going to different 

dive sites out of Part Hacking so come along and have a dive and 
picnic. 

Meet for the dive at luarn Dolan' s Bay ramp. Please ring and 
advise inc on how many people are coming.(Phone number as above). 

APRIL 3--6 -. BRISTOL POINT JRVIS BAY) 
Anybody who is coming dawn to Bristol Point that has a boat 

that they are willing to use for a club dive please let me know on 
771-459 please! 

Gary. 



P.O. Box 20 Mosman N.S.W. 2088, Australia 
Tel. (02) 969 2777. Telex AA25545 
Telegraph Zoology Mosman  

Zoological Parks Board of New South Wales 

• Taronga Zoo. Sydney 

• Western Plains Zoo, Dubbo 

20 January 1986 

•Mr N Kandilas 
Treasurer 
South Pacific Divers Club 
P0 Box 823 
Bankstown 2200 

Dear Mr Kandilas, 

We have benefited by your thoughtfulness in the past and are 
writing to remind you that your 12 months sponsorship ends soon. 

By participating as a sponsor at Taronga Zoo you are helping not 
only towards the comfort, care and health of the animals living 
hera, but also towards wildlife conservation and protection. 

The government does not subsidise the costs of our food, 
veterinary care, supervision by trained staff or any of the other 
services directly affecting our welfare. 

Your personal support really does make the difference! 

Thank you. 

From the Spotted Moray Eel and Banded Sea Snake 

. 



JER V/S BAY 

PROTECTION COMMITTEE 

1) 

/ 

' j&__ 

P.O 00* 732, Nowra, NSW 2541 

TeIeptc)ne (044) 42-1029 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO CONSERVE SOMETHING? 

CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTHING IN YOUR ENVIRONMENT WHICH 

NEEDS TO BE CONSERVED? 

WE C4N!!! 

SUPPORT THE JERVIS BAY MARINE RESERVE PROPOSAL 

Join the Jervis Bay Protection Committee 

Our efforts to care for and protect 
the environment 

To provide for the enjoyment, appreciation and wise use of this 
unique area now and in the future. 

Jervis Bay. South Coast. N.S.W. is recognised as an idyllic 
aquatic area for education and research cruising, 
exploring, fishing and diving. It is for this reason that the 
need for conservation of the Bay and its fragile animal and 
plant life is assured while providing for all reasonable 
use by fishermen, commercial operators. holiday makers. 
educators, scientists, divers and photographers. 

Like to help us 

Membership Rates 

Full Member Single $5.00 pa. 
Full Member Family $5.00 pa. 
Full Member Business & Organisation SI0.00 pa. 
Quarterly Journal subscriptions to "Jervis Bay Today" is 

included with membership. 
Financial Supporter (no voting rights) by donations thank you. 

Here is my cheque for Donation 
(Cheques should be made out to Jervis Bay 
Protection Committee) 

E 1/We apply for ordinary Membership, and 
agree to be bound by the Constitution of the 
Jervis Bay Protection Committee. $ 

E List me as a subscriber to Jervis Bay 
Today (Quarterly) at Si per issue. $ 

E 1 am willing to distribute this leaflet. 
Please send me more copies. 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Signed: Date: 

PLEASE SEND WITH YOUR CHEQUE TO: 
P.O. BOX 732, NOWRA, NSW 2541 

Telephone (044) 42-1029 

$ 



Australian 

Underwater Pederation 

Senior $20.00 Eli 
Junior $10.00 LIII 

1. AUF MEMBERSHIP (to be eligible for any of the 
services below you must bean AUF member). 

If you are already a member please state: 

MEMBERSHIP No. EXPIRY DATE / /19 

$10.00 

$6.00 

2. AUF GOLD MEDAL DIVER INSURANCE 

Note: Cover commences 10 clays after receipt of 
appli' ation by AUF. 

A. SENIOR 

B. JUNIOR (18 years or under) I.t t te of Birth !I ,)  

Thc 13.irrtcr Red-  Mi. ( ;,ih.. 
Mauritius, It you kN1111t to dlsr iliur c, 

4\I\ will make the .irrttrCelrrelris to 

fly you there. 
We have a range 

of discoun ts  available 
on airfares and 
accoiil niodation. 

At TAA, we're . ( V. 
-.. _1 

'S. 

TT 

polld iii I ittt il .trr!ItrC ir the 
Ausri .111.111 L rirhrs tier Idrr,tiiori, 
Hid 5%( kw \oiltl CIi(OV tivmiz the 

trreirhtv \s,t', 
pItoti -1 Al's, then si( 

ls.r k and let us ortt.iriise 
cvers I hit ng t tr you.  

TM. 
The Memlyway. 

Membership of the AUF provides you with a membership c rd. Car sticker and 
bimonthly newsletter mailed directly to your chosen address. It also provides 
access to a range of diving books. AUF and CMAS clothing and diving related 
products at very competitive prices. It assures you of a voice in Governrnnt 
and inanuIactunnq circles. Part of your fee is returned to your State Branch and 
to your club for the services they provide. 

The Australian Underwater Federation (AUF) is the National Sporting body 
for all underwater activities in Australia. It represents the voice of recreational 
divers to State and Federal Governments, the Australian Standards Association, 
State Fisheries, Education Departments, the Confederation of Australian Sport 
and to many committees, organisations and insti tutions who have an interest in 
diving. The AUF is the national representative on the World Underwater 
Federation . Confederation Mondiale des Activities Subaquatiques (CMAS) 
and is responsible for the maintenance of CMAS International diving standards 
in Australia. These International standards, modified to reflect the Australian 
style and manner of diving, are maintained by the Australian National 
Qualification System (NQS). In Australia, a diver can only become a member of 
CMAS by being a member of the AUF; part of your fees go to CMAS for this 
purpose. The AUF issues CMAS International Divers Cards, Diplomas and 
badges to NQS trained divers, FAUI instructors or instructors registered under 
the National Coaching Accreditation Scheme, on request. 

3. CMAS INTERNATIONAL DIVER CARD, 
DIPLOMA AND BADGE (A photocopy of your 
quaiiltratton card must accompany any application) 

A. DIVER 
(1) 2 STAR (NQS SCUBA DIVER) 

2) 3 STAR (NQS ADVANCE[) DIVER, 

t3( 4 STAR (NQS ADVANCED DIVEMASTER) 

B. INSTRUCTOR 

(1) 1 STAR (NAG LEVEL 1 SCUBA ASSISTANT 
INSTRUCTOR OR FAUI ASSISTANT 
INSTRUCTOR) 

(2) 2 STAR (NAG LEVEL 2 SCUBA INSTRUCTOR 
OR FAUI INSTRUCTOR) 

(3) 3 STAR (FAUI ADVANCED DIVEMASTER 
INSTRUCTOR) 

TOTAL $  

$20.00 1111 
$20.00 [111 
$20.00 LI 

$20.00 [1 
$20.00 L1 
$20.00 1i 

.00 

Always fly with a buddy. 
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I enclose *cheque/money  order for $ 

Date / / 19 Signature 

*Delete  where necessary 

ADDRESS 

POS [C ODE 

Occupation Club Name 

TELEPHONES: ( ) (W) (H) 

DIVING QUALIFICATIONS 

CERTIFYING BODY LEVEL 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

DATE RECEIVED RECEIPTED 

INSURANCE COVER FROM /19 

INSURANCE EXPIRY DATE (Last Day of) 

CMAS No. Membership No. 

l(j\1 01 : 
11 0. BOX 1006 
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 
Phone (062) 47 5554 

I would like to take advantage of the services offered to the Australian 
recreational diver by the AUF. My requirements are marked with a tick 

[] 
on 

the other side of this application. 

I understand that through this application I also become a member of my State 
Branch of the AUF. 

SURNAME INITIALS PREFERRED NAME 

THEAUF GOLD MEDAL DIVER INSURANCE POSY 
(World-wide Cover) 

This policy is specifically designed around the needs of the recreational 
snorkel and scuba diver. Any financial member of the AUF who insures under 
this policy will be covered for accidents while participating in diving; whether as 
an individual, with a club, while under instruction or participating in competitions. 
Cover is also provided during travel which is directly associated with diving 
activities, including sporting, administrative or social events. There is no 
qualification needed for snorkel diving, but for cover during actual scuba diving 
an AUF member must hold a minimum qualification of: NQS SCUBA DIVER; 
CMAS TWO STAR DIVER; PADI ADVANCED OPEN WATER DIVER; NAUI 
SPORTS DIVER OR BSAC THIRD CLASS DIVER. A limited cover is available 
for junior members (under 18 years) at reduced cost. The policy conditions 
include a 10 day excess from receipt of application to avoid post accident 
applications. An extract of the benefits available with this scheme is shown on 
this brochure. A copy of the full insurance policy is held by your AUF State 
Branch. 

EXTRACT OF BENEFITS 
EVENT 

1. DEATH Accidental Loss of Life. 

2. PERMANENT DISABLEMENT which prevents 
the insured Persons from following any occupation or 
employment for wage or profit for which he/she is 
qualified by reason of education, training or experience. 

3. DISMEMBERMENT Permanent and incurable 
paralysis of all limbs or insanity, Total Loss of sight of one 
or both eyes. Total Loss of or Loss of Use of one or both 
limbs, Total Loss of the lens of one eye, Total Loss of 
hearing, Total Loss of or Loss of Use of hands, thumbs, 
fingers or toes. 

4. TEMPORARY TOTAL DISABLEMENT from 
engaging in his normal income producing occupation or 
employment and from playing his nominated sport. Must 
not exceed 80% of normal income. 

5. MEDICAL Reimbursement of Medical Expenses, 
nurse, chemist, hospital, dentist, therapeutists, 
ambulance or funeral services. Limited to 75% of non-
Medicare claims after deduction of $50 excess and 
Health Fund rebates. 

6. INJURY ASSISTANCE BENEFIT Where the 
Insured is not entitled to compensation under Event 4 
(because he is not in receipt of income) reimbursement of 
80% of non-medical expenses related to the injury, 
maximum $10 per day or $500 in all, excess 14 days. 
maximum 26 weeks (e.g. home help, student tutoring, 
extra travel, etc.). 

$20,000 

$20,000 

$20,000 
or 

such percentage 
specified in 

Company Policy 
Schedule 

$150 per 
week. 

(52 weeks) 

(14 day excess) 

$1000 

$500 



A 1963 skin-diving-crew eases a carr,nad. — a short,  
knr6,'bor, cannon — from the wreck of the Dunbar. 
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One survived Dunbar horror 

-2 JUUiO 
Yaney, N.S.W.  

O N FRIDAY morning August 21, 1857, the coastal 
• steamer Grafton entered Sydney Harbor after bafl-

ling her way down from Newcastle in a blustery gale that 
had been blowing in from the Tasman for several days. 

As the ship passed through the Heads the crew noticed wreckage 
and debris floating on all sides. Ship's timbets, bales of goods, turni. 
ture, enough children's toys to stock a shop were all ominous signs of 
the wreck of a large vessel somewhere near the Harbor entrance. 

The ship Was the Dun-
bar—Il days out of Lon-
don — which the previous 
night had been wrecked 
on the rocks at thu Gap 
near the ent,uscs to Syd-
n.y Harbor. 

- --______ 

Th. 1321-torn. Dunbar ins  all  he; splendor, When she perished at the base of the Gap the. 
vessel, built specialty for the England-AtIrohia trade, was on her second voyoe to 

Sydney. 

wrote;  "Corpse,; 
 Of nten.. Gap by "wedging and jam- lost. But  occasionally  Sciccihi women  and cliiliic,n, scune of

himself between rocks Head light was visible them fearfully  mutilated,
washed ntccictenl,cc ily through the ware dashed itg'auist the to prevent being ashed 

beetling crags and as rapidly away.
,

lathing iaiilsquatls, 
 Capt Green was worried drawn back again by the

Whether Wollier found Lite because lie knew lie was nit a relentless surge.
' Survivor or not, there is no dangerous tee Shore. Coil- 

"Here and there heads or, ,doubt lie did descend the cliff. sLant vigilance arid hard, 

by a doctor he was ioul,d to 
be uninjured and not 
seriously tillected by his 
experience. 

From Johnson cant, the 
only account of what hall-
Ix-lied to the Giticliar. 

He described how the ship 
had tussled with a succession 
01 gates which threatened to 
drive hv'e inshore all the way 
UP tile east coast of 
Ausli'ulia. 

At about, B pm on 'i'liuro-
day. August 20, land was 
Sighted near hhotaiiy Stay. 
Slowly Itt" Dunbar liluilhtc'd 
northward In heavy seas oil 

Clap, gathered nit utte rlitltop, was  Wollier  who found  the ttte last lew kilometres oilier 
Itelow was a horrible svelte mart alter lie had Worked his long voyage. 

'She weather thickened and -----------------ci 
us sue co'auiiine Was 

HISTOUICAL FEATURE 

it was one of Australia's 
most tragic vhipwreeks 
because all but one UI the 124 

M and crew on 
board perished in the boiling 
water or were dashed to 
oiecesoit jagged rocks. 

S
-1 Ile loss Of the Dunbar was 
ydneys worst Shipoin ,.,aster  and one with %%-)lie 

many of its citizens became 
personally Involved. Even 
today skin divers still search 
or relics of the ship ilk the 

waterott tire Gap.
- 

1S Soon as lie docked Cap-
tain Charles Wiseman of lice 
Grafton reported the 
wreckage seen at lice Pleads.' 
tfcws ci the likelihood of a 
wreck quickly spread. 
through Sydney with people 
excitedly retailing' wild  
fUltlors. 

With no Wiretes, ships 
Could not send news of 
arrtral ahead. So there was 
no means 01 telling — except 
by Smiling wreckage or 
Survivors — which of many 
expected vessels had met 
disaster.  

limbs Which had been torn 
oil by repeated concussions 
against the rocks Were 
thrown tip as if Ili jeering 
mockery by the very element 
that had caused their 
destruction," 

Among tire crowd ttsrlrcg 
fascinated at the gruni scene 
below was Sydney watch. 
maker Alfred Flower. lie had 
walked out to Soutli head 
with hits young apidrent ice, 
17-year-old Aniloiii; Wollier, 
who cattle from Iceland, 

Young Wollier asked Flow.. 
Cr if he could go do*it to 
check If there were any 
survivors on the rocks unable 
to be teen front tile ,.htr. 
Flower agreed slid took the 
yost i's hat.  coat  and boots. 

Wothler launch a spot where 
(lie drop was not so precipit.-
Ous as at the Gap and inai.he a 
Perilous descent. What hap-:  
pencil next Is open to doubt. 

Eyewitnesses later could 
not agree and Wollier never 
made any stateniemit. 

.90010 people said that 
wltile they were all peering 
down to catch a ghicituise of 
Wollier someone noticed a 
man on a ledge not tar above 
the waterline. 

A rope was lowered to this 
survivor of Use wreck and lie 
was hauled to the top "to the 
accompardiati,i, ci laud 
cheers.- 

Others however swore It 

and that he made sure lIters 
was no one else down flfl're, 
-. lie searclird around for  45 
minutes before he clinshjech 
back again, lIe was graded 
with cheers sill the Mayor of 
Sydney, Altlermtian 'I'hloriitoit, 
took up a collection front lice 
crowd ill appreciation of his 
courage, 

More than $20 was itulc'kty 
donated until handed to Witi- 

her, ife was overcome by 
enusotion but managed to 
stammer out in his halting 
Entgtisti: 

"1 thank you all, but I did 
not go down for money. I slid 
it for the lcelcrtga in tity 
heat-S." 

EXAMINED 
Meanwltile the single 

survivor had gives' his itaucle 
as  Able  Seaunait Jantes 
J0111800, aged 23, of Lite Duis- 
bar. 

After a tot or two of brandy 
he was able, with asOistailu'e, 
to walk to the Marine hotel 
at V/aSsorts Bay. Examined  

work'were necessary to keep 
the slllp away I otis land. 

flours ticked away as (Ito 
rains squalls increased, 'I lie 
South Head light had been 
coitiptetely obliterated, 

'l'ltere was silence except 
for lice itsoan 01 the wind and 
the lash of rain. Ili ulie e( he 
dcitkttvys lice Dunbar- h..d 
color perilously close lii tile 
rocky coast, 

'Just liefonri tnchdntgtit there 
Was a willis of light through 
the murk, its direction indi-
cated the tulip blad tassel to 
the north of the lir,lltilouse 
and Capt Green knew ice was 
Chase to tile entrance to 55i1. 
iiey Harbor. 

Later It was SlIggeSteni Ittat 
lute ahccuuiic'r uf Lite  Dutlttilr 
mi.stccolt the fupenig fit the 
'cull n.aitn'sh Site (Salt for the 
hietubs and tunned to port too 
soon, Jauttes Johnson refuted 
this at the ilsqucat. 

Through the storm Capt 
Greets Could licit see the tIght 
let alone any harrow opeiillug 
In the dark cliffs. What hall-
Pencil was that the wind and 
current were slowly taking  

tile Dunbar broadside into 
the chill. 

Ca1it Green did not make 
ally to ru. Sc'icchitlg tile third 
plaIt,' lcdr'arcl wdlht two itseit, 
he ociler,'cl thceitt to keels a 
sharI) watch br South head, 

Clearly he intended to 
nwke Ills hint only v-lien 
they saw North Head and lie 
knew' hue was right in the 
opening SoS) ditey I larbor. 

Itisteaci there Caine a Shout 
front ml- and: 'hireakers 
ahead, air. Breakers ahead 
aiccl very close." 

Captain Green shouted 
orders to swing the Dunbar 
away but  it was far too late, 
5,1w Lite cUlls could be acent 
locciiling abase tire ship. 

Two minutes alter the 
warning call ironic the third 
mate Site Dunbar hit tile 
rorks. It was just after niid-
highS On Lite . morning of 
August 21. 

Shouts c,f icaitie as the pat. 
xenc'i'rs collie tUicttilhiug on 
Clerk  mingled wills tIle howl 
of the storm. At tise Inquest 
Jai"us Johnson told of "pas. 
scilgers running about tiic 
d"ck vcreattilitg for  mercy." 

'She captain,, lie said, was 
"cool anti collected" but there 
was "great conhuslon and 
uproar nix deck Wills the 
shrieks of chic passengers." 

At lice lhr:,t, uictpact Site top-
tnayts snapped and crashed 
cb~ wn in a tailghis of ropes, 
huge seas pounded the 
Stricken Ship,i,uitashinug bul-
w arks aicd boats and washing 
a muutusber 01 people over (lie 
side, 

Capt (Steen anti huts officers 
tried to quell tIc, passrilgcrs' 
hattie, "lice Dunbar cannot 
break utt,' the skipper told 
one group of Owls and 
wiulc'n. "Shell last tustil 
htsoiitlng." 

But, veteran seaman as Ita 
was, Capt Green even chICO 
must have felt Site deck 
quivering berseatit Ills feet as 
hiaticnicericcg water below for-
red tile planks to a.raiciiig 
11oct11, 

'5 hieit cattle a tell -late 
creaking anti wl-tlittt hive 
loll ccitt's alter striking the 
ricks the IJuicban began to 
th Isis it, grate. 

When tile final hi'eak-up 
cautie, with a roar like (lie 
ext,tostccn of a cannon. sea-
tll5it Jatcut's Ji'.lciison lounid 
htiiuis-lh in cliii ioattsing water 
clinging to a large sitar. 

With luitil were two Dutch 
crew members and the ship's 
elderly bosati, Charles Sappy. 

Within 
 
a couple of minutes 

bnth) hJutchtntsets were washed 
away. Johnson arid Lite boattms 
shill kc'1it their grill 00 the 
sitar and tinally a breaker 
lucked them Uh and owsited 
(limo on to tlte rocks. 

A few secondS later the 
exhausted bosun bell back 
into tile sea arid Sank from 
view. Johnson,  was luckier 
and crawled up out of reach 
0111w water. 
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SALVAGED 
Word of the wreck was sent 

to two Watsotis Hay pilots 
who itismediately began 
Searching along the cliffs'  
and around the rocks at 

MW 

outh head. 
'lucy saw spars, cargo and 

bods floating in the waves 
olislcore bit could not identi. 
ly tlir ship they came from. 

Later that day however. 
debris began turning up all 
over Sydney Harbor and the 
name 01 the wreck was 
established. 

An Invoice In a crate of 
boys' cricket bats washed up 
at Camp Cove, a mailbag 
houtcil at WaLcoiis Hay sod a 
lltlile salvaged oil Forty Baa-
k'-t.s Beach were all marked 
with tllenanieDunbar.  

A lute three-masted salting 
vessel of 1321 tonnes and 
bath, specially for the 
Engtand.Australja trade, the. 
Duitbar had been for to 
Arrive in Sidney at any tune 
on her Second voyage. 

S)dneys Saturday 
newspapers the next, morn- 
In "' August 22, Confirmed
that the Dunbar must have 
been wrecked. 

She had IcR Plymouth on 
May 31 under Capt James 
Green and carried 63 passen. 
gers, screw 0159 and a mused 
Cargo valued at $144 000 

Early that Saturday morn. 
log South head Road was 
thronged with horse-drawn 
vehicles as Well as crowds of 
hwcie.strians making for the 
ct,llx at tue Clap to try to 
glirtipse (bets reik. Se 

At Iea't 1000 spectators, 
deducing the Dunbar must 
Stave 

 
been wrecked near the 

saul one of those present  way round to the fool  of  the 

lie wedged his body Into a 
crevice unItS reiicalnlc'd hunt 
all that night and all lId' liii-
liiwtntg day sild tdihit Ihulucw 
hun hue could sit' t hucallilg 
bodies and lie ri aitsemi h, was 
the olily sursiiitr. 

It was noon on Satan-day, 36 
hours alter tile ann-uk, w hic'ti 
Jc,htrtsoru was Sighit,'d uncut 
rescued. Over tire rest cci cite 
weekend St bodies 51,-re 
hound of the 121 who were 
lost us the nhc.,a.ster. 

An Inquest 11110 the 121 
di-attls was field at the Kings 
Arms Hotel. lAcwer Gem-ge 
Street, on cite Mcuicday 1,4-
lowing the wreck, August 4. 
'she Jurors vs-ill to 

exanuiine tise rectum-cit corp. 
ses or parts of cucnt',es at tile 
mitorgue. Ac, orcilncg to one 
newspaper report 'vie jUrtur 
fainted wictl, others %u-ti' so 
ctrepty inst Cd that tIc-....-
compelled to leave the lilac- c' 

When ice gave Ills evitlu lice 
Ji)ilnsoih loyalty aiuc,,d oil for 
his skipper. 

PROCESSION 
"Capt Green 1,01111 tint 

stand off Lite land ttuu,n e mic,sui 
he dud," he said. 'hhO did all 
be could ill tile eastet hy wind, 
so far as I could judge.' - 

The Jury. hicivi'c c-n-, o as tioti. 
ceinunuittal  In  its vesihii-t. It 
decided that. (110011,  there  
may have been un cnn-Icr ccf 
judgment itt the vessel bu'itig 
so chose to shore. It altact,u'd 
no btstuue to Capt fJicn'tt or 
his officers. 

Ihot satuie tiflerutccett 30 duO 
people Stood ahmcccg the nicuhe 
55 the funeral ilrii-e,stuctt of 
time recmllerm'd Dumiltan-  vie-
tuns made Its way Is O'Con-
nell 'I'owii Onow Casiuper-
downtl Cellletery. 

'Chose netncaliis a tutu-h (iillid 
not be identified were buried 
Ili a common grate. 

Survivor James Johnson 
did not relurnu his chic sea hccit 
-ell led its Auth raIl-a, lie 1111cr-
ned arid for ntsaiy yn-aro 110$ 
the keeper of Smibruy's 
lighthouse at Ni'sim,ashhe. 

JililntsOli 01,1 in ISIS ahccte 
hivtuIli -  in ru-I ,t5'tili'i t at  
LIdS istma,nn iii Slclia'S' lIe lidld 
survived hI st- i' tic' ccclii 
anitiversary of thin wreck of 
the Dutctsar, 

lie also was ou'u'sent When 
- (hoihowluig the rims try 01 hilcO 
ui tile ship's anchors by a 
deep-sea 015cr in liuhll) it was 
erected at. the Gail as a 
monument to ttluc.',e whcul,,.st 
their lives in (tue disaster - 

With the deveiu,1mmen5 of 
skin-diving Itlusily 85  uticey 
enthusiasts, alter hiest iw- t-
bIg the wreck ut hIsS. have 
scoured it and the vim .usd)'. 

'Flucy have recovered litany 
relics such as old bruicje 
coitus, rings and Jo-a-eitm'ry, 
locks and SpOItS liiu'u u-c. ut 
scrap metal, even a hail-lull 
bottle of castor oil. 
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Above: James Johniron, the sole survivor 
of the Dunbar. Right: In full sail, the clipper 
Dunbar before her wrecking. 
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CLIPPER DESTROYED 

HISTORICAL FEATURE 

Midnight on August 
20 will be the  cagey 
115th anniversary of 
what has been describ-
ed as Sydney's roost 

tragic maritime disas-
ter. 

Although shipwreck 
has been a familiar 
theme to our great sea-
port, this tragedy cre-
ated what the news-
papers of the day term-
ed "an unprecedented 
emotional impact," and 
for some days a sort of 
mass hysteria prevail-
ed. 

First intimation or any-
thing wrong was when hit 
head light-keeper at il 
qilarie lighthouse was 
aroused by the harking of a 
dog u.s a Intl 51, gale 
shrieked tl,rougn the flag- 
stff rigging. - 

Returning from a visit  to 
the lower, he resumed his 
iteep. 
It is remarkable that 

nothing of the disasler was 
known for snoitieg II) 
hours, and that the lone 
survivor was not teictied 
for another 36 hours whets 
the full story was told. 

People refused 10 believe 
,flat a great ship had been 
destroyed wittiiis sight of 
its deslination. 
'I e Dunbar, of English 

oak and ltarma teak, slyer 
fastened and atrenglliened 
with iron, and one of the 
iasiinde,l and most modern 
ships of her day. had been 
built by I sings as Sunder-
land in 1953, 
She was to the Sydney 

Wattle of her lime what the 
mighty liners Canberra and 
Oriana are to us today. 
She was a lhrec-masueJ, 

full-rigged ship of 1321 
tons, 201 feet 9 in. long 
For Comparison, hIts 

length of the Manly ferry 
Barae,otg in 199 fed. 
She wait owned by Dun. 

earn Dunbar of London, 
and cost 5200,1100, 

rapisi. Green, her coot. 
•t,iI,vjvr. wan seep liigl.iy 
lholigllt of in Sydney ship. 
ping cir ten. 

Rounded 
She nude her maiden 

voyage out here in 1856. 
For some time she had 
been engaged carrying 
teoops to the Crimea. 
On May SI. 1537, She 

sailed from Plymouth on 
her second voyage to Aim-
testis. 

Many of her passengers 
were immigrantu, others 
were Well-Shown settlet,. 

With a crew of 59, the 
Dunbar Carried 122 all 
told. 
Cargo stowed under bat-

ches was valued at 
$144,000. 
She made a good land-

fall at Kings Island in the 
Ban Strsitn after a fast 
passage, and all was well 
at she rounded Cape Howe 
and shaped a course up the 
145W coast lot Sydney. 

l)lrsk on August 20 
found her JO miles 01t Bot-
any Bay chase-1,aule,J on 
the starboard task under 
three reeled topsails and 
foresail. 

She was signallrd from 
S,isith head sign-il station: 
"What ship?" .....sshere 
(roosT' .....how ninny 
days OulT' 
But answers were re-

ceived only to the lust two, 
so she was not positively 
identified. 
Wind was Pull gale force, 

veering and basking be-
tween ENE sad ESP. with 

• Captain C. W. T. 
Henderson is the auth- 
or of today's feature, 

one of a series by mem-
bers of the Manly, War- 
Tingah and Pritwater 
Historical Society. 

frequent heavy rainsquatls. 
Under these condiiion,, 

with shortened canvas, and 
making heavy leeway, there 
Was no guarantee that 
either port or starboard 
las. *4.11141 take the strip 
off Ire land. 

The ESnnt,sr, in fact. had 
been doomed hoilis before 
she struck, 

Al 11.30 p.m. Muuiquaiin 
light was obsrlsed abalt 
lire nhi,.een rigiiin. 
From the slit vIsor', ac-

count, Ihe captain who had 
ordered lire forestall Iii be 
hauled up to reduce head-
way on appiui,lchivg you, 
now gave the order to 
"wear ship". 

The Dunbum's yards, in the 
carrying oiil of this older, 
had only been squared, and, 
as she ran beuic the wind, 
site was steadied on her 
ctiulic towaiihu the land. 

This account has given 
an a clue 10 lice captains 
thoughts.

- 
It reveals his  intention In 

put her on the port lack, 
felt this was Itoh gloried 
through. 
'file situation 11111*1 have 

been very lease indeed for 
Captain Green. standing be-
Vale the heluleillan On the 
poop.

- 
What agony of mInd did 

he go ltlrui,lgil wlwit, be-
fore the malt. eu'rre was 
eon.plctrd lie po,,ibly re. 
ali-'d lie Wan chive, lit the 
land rl,a, lie lsi,t hvel,eved. 

He also possibly real,std 
that, having lost further 
ground . by shai ling 10 
"wear," decided his onip 
chance was to make a rue 
for it.  

Indeed, he nsisund by 
barely a mile. 

Double teuvk.u,sl., On the  

f,l'ea-.ule lueiud reported 
"breakers ahea,l. 

('attain Green reacted 
immediately. 

'tie tuetot was otdered 
1usd down, and buIlt was. 
ellcs eitt to dae port bscnt 
W Ilihil sail in an effort to 
claw off lire land. 

Tire haid-pirsved Dunhar 
tea led to her I udder, hut 
her shortened sail and the 
slate of the sea gave her no 
elsioce. 

An enorm,vua sea picked 
her up and landed her 
bodily on lire rocks SI lire 
toot of klts hog fret bight. 

In s few nn.,ltenhu, slit 
was being ripped' apart, 
piece by piece. 

A blur dislress signal wag 
buinl, but it was not seen 
front tile shore. 

Above the Iarniu,il of the 
ever wliel suns were 
heard lire cries of passes-
frls who, coining up Oil 
deck, were swept quickly 

.%uklIt it s(a,s all over. 
Where previously there 

had been altiet older and 
seaiulan.liip. now were only 
wreckage and hlotsatul. 

Hasa lire mi,eennlast fell, 
folt,lwe.J by the slain tup,  
niast. last of all Ilic fore-
mast. 

What an hour before had 
been a noble ship was now 
uialchwood. 

An accurate accislnt was 
given SI Ille Coroners 
Court. Cevsge  Slirtell North, 
lIre nuutci,nle of which was 
Ilial Caplain S,icen was ta-
unt rated. 

Rescued 
'The main Pastor for the 

loss wan held 10 he made- 
915am lielilins ol lire port. 

As a d,recl result of liii,, 
flirnhy light wa, built on 
Jilmuer 500111 head. 

the main leu,ling lights 
were not eslalll.vjieuj Until 
1911. 
II was after the wreck 

that a sian, the sole survi-
vor, was tlOiis ed. 

lie h.,.l bs'C,l wastled tl 
by as  fretS ,ca on 10 ratnle 
links where he lay snub-
loosed for 14 main. 

Many t',v,sands oP 
people rode and walked 10 
the scene, 

One. Antot,i,, Wootier, an 
teelluider. volunteered to be 
lowered user tire chit face, 
and he attached a line lit 
tile,  survivor Who was then 
hauled Lap. 

In Iliad. nine yealc after. 
by • quirk of file. he w.isas. 

hisla,it hiuilulkeeper of Nob' 
bys. Ncwcauil. 

With S ilntll,i. he rescued 
front a raging 5c4 the sole 
survivor of the paddle. 
sleamuier (awaura, sshikh 
I deal on thin dleaded 
()yslne Bank with a loss  of 
21) lives. 

Mine than 211,1)00 people 
witnessed the funeral piu-
rebau,n to tire 1) bar 
iflhllb at (aolpetulu.iwhl 
(elihetery of and my of the 
Dunbar Ytchinia. 

A day of mourning was 
observed, and all lawn bus. 
mess W*b suspended. 

list pu,s.-ess,on arrived 
after nightfall, and the 
bodies were laid 10 rest is 
a coalition grave by the 
higirl UI an eeiie ttsoon and 
sonIc tptuItlerine torches. 

V.1st0 the hrnlains of the 
fliunhar was wild slime years 
filter the wreck, they 

bros gut only TInS 
bt.iry trues Ironi the 

tragic aicck stilt Cliii in 

Sydney. himi her aitchi,r it 
the (.ap to Ihue belt v.ie,li 
I the f,,'cavtle heat 
vii tick the l'a,s,vs lu,vs,u, 
luuuw It at St john 

Iiiu,st. 

The anchor was rew u,e,l 
fl,,vi the ocean Jejitliv iii 
1911) and rslahtlsluc,J at its 
fii esent p.s I in 19311. 

Ike Royal An. 
hIstorical Souoely 
erected a Conhtlido 
tablet htieie. 

'I he ship's ItIlile was 
salvaged from liii ty Itjs&els 
heads. North hialtueuur, the 
day alter the wreck. 

Printed in 111514, if Is still 
in a remarkable slOg 14 
preservaluos, and is used 
f.ir ii plure reaihuu.g al the 
l)ui,ihvar gvininirill.uI allot. 


