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EDITORS CORNER

Well another month has come around and | still haven't
got the sack, Damn! | was working hard on it too.

Articles are dwindling in, but they are coming from the
same stalwarts that having been supplying me with

material since | started as Editor and realize that | need
stories and articles to do this job. | don't like harping on
this, as| hate it as much as most of you hate to put pen to
paper or fingersto key-board.

Think of this.

It takes me about three days of my time and between

$30-$40 of my money to get this magazine out. Not to

mention the time that Noel spends helping out.

That is about the average time that you guys spend a

month diving. Now we don’t mind donating this effort to
the Club, but a little consideration about our needsis not
too much to ask.

The photograph on the front cover is another shot
depicting, being at the right place at the right exciting
moment. Neil & Lyn Vincent obviously were. Neat eh!
The clarity made not be crystal, but this shot by a
member warrants afront cover position in my opinion.

I made application to the Manly Hydraulics Laboratory
of the Department of Public Works & Services to allow
us to photo-copy the appropriate months of their tide
charts for the Wet Rag. They came back to me declining
permission to do so on a free basis, stating that the
Publisher has a pecuniary interest in the publication and
hence we would have to pay for the right to use their
charts. Thisisabit of ashame astheir tide charts are the
best on offer for us, but our circulation numbers are
insufficient to warrant such an expense. In the world of
business though, | can understand their concerns and the
possible precedent that such an allowance may set. |

tried.

If you change your email address, please don’t forget to
let me know.

If you are sick of drop outs and cheap e-mail addresses,
then may | suggest that you talk to Chris Ciardi of Maxi
Net services. Thisisan Australian ISP service and | have
been with this company since | have been on the Net. |
may pay alittle more than the cheapies, but | have very
few problems and when that odd problem does arise, |
get cordial help over the telephone without hesitation.
Thisis not an ad by Maxi Net, it isjust something that
came to mind as recently a number of people have been
complaining to me about all sorts of problems they are
having whilst connected and connecting to the net and
with their mail systems.

The address if you wish to look at it is http://www.maxi.
net.au/

Ed
Duane

PRESIDENTSPOSSIE

Well! Hello again. A month seemsto go around before
we all know it and so hasthe year.

Asyou know the end of the year isnear and | would like
to see agreat showing of members and their respective
families at the Xmas party to be held at the Greyhound
Social Club on the 8th December.

Bookings for this event will be accepted by any
committee member, which means, just call any one of us
and list yourself and family as attending.

Please note that there will be presents for children under
the age of 12 years, so it will be necessary for all those
attending with such children to let the committee know
the names, ages and sex of their respective children. Also
please note that the presents will only be for the children
of the immediate family of current financial members,
but you are all welcome to bring along friends and
extended family membersto the actual Xmas party for a
good time.

Itisstill amatter of great consternation that we are still
without avolunteer for the position of photographic
officer.

This position is not as daunting as you all seemto
envisage, as both Grey and Noel are thereto help with
this, along with ayet to be formed sub-committee. You
do not need to be photographically minded, infact itis
perhaps an asset not to be so. It istime for someone else
in the Club to come forward and offer their services. The
self satisfaction of achieving agreat result from this
position is ahuge reward in itself. Don't let me down
here. If | can be expected to be your President time and
again, surely one of you can fill this slot. Come on now!

Bernie & Simon
Enjoying another great BBQ day
At

LaPerouse




Joke of the Month

Oneday, adiver was enjoying the aquatic

world 20 feet below sea level.

He noticed a guy at the same depth, but with

no scuba gear whatsoever.

Thediver went down another 20 feet, and

the guy joined him a few minutes later.

The diver went down another 25 feet, and

minutes later, the same guy joined him.

This confused the diver, so hetook out a

water proof chalkboard set, and wrote, " How

the heck are you able to stay under this deep

without equipment?”

The guy took the board and chalk, he erased

what the diver had written,

and wrote; "I'M DROWNING, YOU

BLITHERING' IDIOT...!"

History

South Pacific Divers Club was formed about 1958 and held its
first meeting in the backyard garage of Denis Robinson at
Beverly Hills.

Denis was its first president and held that position for a
number of years until he left Sydney to take up residence in
Western Australia.

During the first few years of the club there were many
exploratory, exciting and sometimes dangerous dives that took
place among its young members. These were the days that
everything was new and exciting and in many situations we
dived where no one had been before. We were some of the
early divers to explored the many sink holes at Mt Gambier in
South Australiaincluding Piccaninnie Ponds, The Shaft and
The Blue Lake and others.

Those days there were no permits to dive these areas, you just
explored as many sink holes and caves as possible without
restrictions, everything was free and easy.

We mapped many new dive sites at that time along the
Southern New South Wales Coastline. Jumped into the Blow
Hole at Kiama many Sunday mornings, creating excitement
among spectators until the police came and threatened us with
arrest if we continued. Rafted down the Shoalhaven river
when it was in flood, that was exciting. Tested scuba diving
equipment, taught new members how to dive, this was before
instructor agencies were formed in Australia. Some of our
members discovered Shiprock Dive site whilst others
commenced deep diving to eventually set an unofficial deep
diving record at The Peaks that lie some kilometres off
Maroubra Beach.

When seas were rough we did alot of dry caveing. We were
involved in locating a cannon and anchor from the shipwreck
of the Clipper Dunbar that lies south of Sydney Heads. Many
of the early members were expert photographers, they made
their own underwater camera housings and were leadersin
submitting photos and articles for the early Australian
Skindivers Magazine.

Denis Robinson and myself became movie stringers for a
Sydney TV station making a number of short underwater
filmsfor "Sunday Afternoon News."

As time passed the early members slowly |eft the club, new
people entered and it changed from the times of free and easy
diving to more controlled types of activities.

Just before Denis Robinson left for Western Australia he
asked me to organize asmall film festival, we named it, “New
South Wales Underwater Film Festival”. This became the
forerunner to The Australian Underwater Photographer of the
Y ear that commenced in 1980 and has run through two
decades to become one of the major events on the Australian
diving

calendar.

Today South Pacific Divers Club is alot different from its
early days. The club is independent from any dive shop or
dive organization, it is run by a committee of five, elected
once a year by its members. The club conducts local dives
twice a month along with social activities and dives away
weekends to locations such as Jervis Bay, Terrigal, Foster and
Seal Rocks, Ulladulla, wrecks at Eden, seals at Montague
Island, Nelson Bay, local night dives and day charter boats
dives as well as overseas scuba diving trips.

Whilst the club promotes safe diving its members are free to
dive the way they wish. However its newly certified members
are buddied with more experienced club member. Morning
shore dives are generally followed by a BBQ and get together.
Boat outings, particularly wreck diving, are for the more
experienced members. Age among club members range from
under 20 to 60 years and over, so you can see there is an age
group for just about everyone.

Experiences among members range from Open Water Divers
through to Instructors.

Among its many members South Pacific Divers Club has a
cross section of active divers, some enjoy shipwreck diving,
others underwater photographers, new divers would rather
dive on shallow reef sponge gardens, others are interested in
marine biology, and many prefer to dive from charter boats.

If you want to meet other divers and enjoy the wonderful sport
of scuba diving, mix socially with people of the same interest
as yourself, go away on weekend outings or day diving trips,
perhaps overseas diving, then join SOUTH PACIFIC
DIVERS CLUB Inc.

Tom Byron

Remember M embers
If you have a need, then think
about our sponsors.

Max Western will get you out thereon
Sea Tamer
&
Ship Rock Dive
&
Aqua Sports Y agoona

Will supply you with air and gear .

With out the gener ous support of our sponsors, weasa
Club would not enjoy many of the thingswe do.




NEW MEMBERSARE WELCOME TO
ATTEND OUR CLUB MEETINGSAND
DIVE OUTINGS

South Pacific Divers Club is a social scuba diving club
whose members have a common interest in scuba diving
and in particular underwater photography. Club dives are
on our web site. The club also organises weekends away
at Jervis Bay and Nelsons Bay as well as other dive
areas. We also organise once a year the Australasian
Underwater Photographer of the Year Competition, open
to all underwater photographers in Australia and
Overseas. We also have a slide show after every
meeting.

South Pacific Divers Club holds monthly meetings at the
Bankstown Sports Club on the third Monday of every
month. Meetings start at 8:00 and generally a slide show
follows.

Next Meeting
Pointsto Ponder

1) Storage areafor recordsetc. A cursory check about shows
that storage is available for about $70-$80 per month. Can
we do better? Thisis still on the agenda

2)  Would anyone like to do a dive-skills update/refresher?

3) Would anyone be interested in a camera operations
workshop?

4) Do you need your first aid certificates updated?

5) Would anyone like lessons in writing, typing or computer
sKills, asthis may help me receive some stories for the wetrag.

?

L etter to Boat Owners
from the
NSW Waterways

Dear Boat Owner
RE: Marine Safety Communications Post 30 June 2001

| am writing to all NSW boat owners of changes to the
provision of marine safety communications initiated by the
Commonwealth Government from July 2002 that have potential
implications for the commercia and recreational boating
community.

Currently, marine safety communications are provided to all
vessels by the Commonwealth funded and Telstra operated
Coastal Radio Network (CRN). In the case of NSW, this
network provides avery high frequency (VHF) service between
Port Stephens and Nowra and a high frequency (HF) service
along the whole NSW coast and nearby waters. The Telstra
operated Seaphone network (a commercial “user pays’ service)
is another VHF service providing coverage for all NSW coastal
boaters using the service.

In addition, the volunteer marine rescue groups provide
extensive 27MHz, VHF and HF coverage for popular boating
aress off the NSW coast. The hours of coverage vary from
24hrs per day around Sydney, to less extensive, but significant
services elsewhere.

The Commonwealth Government intends ceasing operations of
the CRN on 30 June 2002 and transferring the responsibility for
operating a replacement service to State Governments. This
was proposed in order to reduce the direct cost to the
Commonwealth of administering marine communications.

State Governments, including NSW, agreed to this proposal in
principle, subject to a commitment by the Commonweslth to
provide funding assistance to the States for establishment and
ongoing operation of a permanent service that was capable of
replacing the CRN and did not compromise the safety of
boaters.

The Commonwealth has offered a “ one-off” contribution of
$3.025M for a national interim replacement service, however, it
is not clear whether thiswill be sufficient to establish and
maintain a competent interim marine safety communication
service. A funding commitment from the Commonwealth to
assist the States establish and operate a permanent replacement
serviceisyet to be offered.

In addition to the closure of the CRN, | have recently been
advised that the future of the Seaphone Network isalsoin
question. It appearsthat Telstra conside's the service no longer
commercially viable and may discontinueit.

State Governments, including NSW, are working on systems to
maintain the standards of marine communications beyond
2002, however Commonwealth Government funding is
required to ensure this.

The NSW Government considers that the above changes to
marine safety communication may, without suitable
Commonwealth Government support, lead to an unacceptable
down grading of the safety inshore, coastal and offshore vessel
operation. In light of the proposed closure of the Seaphone
service, the NSW Government is concerned that the
Commonwealth’s funding offer will be insufficient to establish
and maintain an adequate permanent replacement for both
services.

To address this matter the NSW Minister for Transport, Carl
Scully MP, has written to the Federal Minister for Transport
and Regional Services, John Anderson MP, requesting asa
matter of priority, that the Commonwealth;

A) approach Telstrato negotiate a delay in the closure of the
Seaphone Network; and

B) Contribute additional funding to maintain the existing
levels of service until 2005 or an enhanced State-operated
serviceisin place.

To date the Commonwealth has not responded to the Ministers
reguest. It iswith some reluctance therefore, that | write to
inform you that if the Commonwealth Government does not
agree to the above requests, it may be necessary to introduce a
Marine Safety Communications levy on the State’ s boaters.
The likely cost has yet to be determined, but should alevy
become necessary, you will be advised as soon as possible,
together with the details of the new service.

Mathew Taylor

Chief Executive

SHEHEXCCUtve




What's Bubbling

Welcome to Louise’s Social Activities column. | am
going to organise one social event per month but
will need some help at first, as most of you will
know | have only been in Australia since June and
live the other side of the harbour, near Manly.

December

Here are some of the ideas | have had for future
social activities:

Go Karting

Ice Skating

Roller Blading

Ten Pin Bowling
Hunter Valley Wineries
Horse Riding
Maritime Museum
Sydney Aquarium
Bushwalking
Skirmish (Paintball)
White water Rafting
Pub crawl

Hot Air Ballooning
Indoor Rock Climbing
Outdoor Activity Day
Rally Driving
Canyoning

Treasure Hunt
Theatre

Archery

Any suggestions or help with organising events is
most welcome.

Louise Bernstein
Social Secretary

SLIDE SHOW

on

DIVING GIZO
inthe
SOLOMON ISLANDS
Next
MONDAY MEETING
19th November 2001

NSW Fisheries
Regulations

SIZE AND BAG LIMITSFOR
INVERTEBRATES
COMMONLY CAPTURED BY
SNORKEL DIVERS

Species Legal Length (cm) Bag Limit
Abalone 115 10
Scallops n/a 50
Sea Urchins n/a 10
Crab, blue swimmer 6 20
Crab: mud, black or 8.5 5
or mangrove
Crab, spanner 9.3 10
Lobster: eastern rock 10.4 (max 20)

} 2intotal
Lobster: southern rock 11.0 (male)
Lobster: painted rock n/a 2
Lobster: slipper n/a 2

The responsible spearfisher

Always tell someone where you will be diving.

Always make certain that you have chosen a safe entry
and exit location before entering the water.

Always study the water movements (tides, currents,
waves).

Always dive with a friend.
Always remove or cover your spearhead when not in the water.
Always use the safety catch on your spear-gun.

Always kill your fishimmediately, and if possible remove it
from the water.

Never load a spear-gun out of water.
Never point a spear-gun or hand spear at any person.
Never tether fish to your body.

If a White Pointer shark smellsyou, pat it on the nose. It will
go to seep thinking you are wonderful.




CLUB SPONSERS: Support These Businesses.
SEA TAMER Il Max Western. Dive Charters from Port Hacking. Phone: 95241818
SHIPROCK DIVE. Sales - Air - Service - Overseas Dive Trips. Phone: 95262664
AQUA SPORTS SERVICES. Sales - Service - Air - Dive Schools. Phone: 97082826

Shiprock Dive

Committee Members

Bernie Kraul 96069731 President

Sue Tate 96813287 Secretary

LinhLa 0418648265 Treasurer
Tobeadvised Photographic Officer

Glen Percy 97082826 Equipment Officer
DuaneLangley 96813287 Editor

Louise Bernstein 9907 7398  Socia Organiser
Noel Taylor 0414592410 Publicity Officer

Note: CONGRADULATIONS

If you have a problem receiving the newsl etter

because your ISP controls the size you are able AND

to receive via this medium, then let me know. | H APPY ANN[VERS ARY
am going to make different mail-out groups =

and | will need this information so as to know to

which group you should be in. Those of you EVELYN and BERNIE
with ahotmail or telstra easymail account On Their
seem to suffer this malady and will be e- 20th Wedding Anniversary

mailed without pictures to cut down on byte
size. Personally, | would change my account,
as very little being sent about today is less than
250 kilobytes and this seems to be the cheap
accounts maximum size limit.

Also, if when you open up the letter, you find
spelling highlights, | suggest you adjust your
spell checker to read in Australian English and
even then, add most of the highlighted words
to your dictionary. This newsletter is compiled
in REAL English, not some American/
Australian/English Pidgin.

| don't profess that my spelling is fool-proof,
but it is better than most | read now days.

ED.




First

Watch
(8pm-

12 midnight)

Middle
(Graveyard)
Watch

(12 midnight-
4am)

Morning 0600
Watch
(4am-8am)

Forenoon 1000
Watch
(8am-
12 noon) 1130

Afternoon
Watch

(12 noon 1500
4pm)

Dog
Watch
(4pm-8pm)

(2 watches
of 2 hours
4pm-8pm)

2030 (half past 8pm)
2100 (9pm)
2130 (half past 9pm)
2200 (10pm)
2230 (half past 10pm)
2300 (11pm)
2330 (half past 11pm)
0000 (12 midnight)
0030 (1/2 past midnight)
0100 (1am)
0130 (half past 1am)
0200 (2am)
0230 (half past 2am)
0300 (3am)
0330 (half past 3am)
0400 (4am)
0430 (half past 4am)
0500 (5am)
0530 (half past five)
(6am)
0630 (half past 6am)
0700 (7am)

0730 (half past 7am)
0800 (8am)
0830 (half past 8am)
0900 (9am)
0930 (half past 9am)
(10am)
1030 (half past 10am)
1100 (11am)
(half past 11am)
1200 (12 noon)
1230 (half past 12 noon)
1300 (1pm)
1330 (half past 1pm)
1400 (2pm)
1430 (half past 2pm)
(3pm)
1530 (half past 3pm)
1600 (4pm)
1630 (half past 4pm)
1700 (5pm)
1730 (half past 5pm)
1800 (6pm)
1830 (half past 6pm)
1900 (7pm)
1930 (half past 7pm)
2000 (8pm)

SHIPS BELLS

British Royal & Merchant Navy Clocks from 1797
A 24 hour day isdivided into 6, 4 hour watches, however, the Dog Watch of 4 hours, isdivided into 2, 2 hour watches,
so that the evening meal can be taken by all hands.

1 bell

2 bdls

2 bells, pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1bell.
2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause 2 bells.

1 bell

2 bells

2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells, pause 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells, pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1bell
2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells

1 bell

2 bells

2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1 bell.
2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells.

1bell

2 bells

2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells.

1 bell

2 bells

2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause,

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells.

1bell

2 bells

2 bells pause, 1 bell
2 bells pause, 2 bells

1 bell

2 bells

2 bells pause, 1 bell

2 bells pause, 2 bells pause, 2 bells

The Dog Watch which is broken into two, 2 hour watches has the bells repeat. In 1797 on the British Man-o-War, Nore, there was a
mutiny at 6:30pm. It was decreed that the standard clock which was five bells would never be struck again, hence the short

repetition.




October 15", 2001
GENERAL MEETING

Time  2013hrs Chair: Bernie Apologies: Hinze, Vivien, Audrey, Louise, Glen, lllona,

Incoming Mail:  Doubtless & Diving newdletter, URG Bulletin, Ryde Underwater newsletter, Bank statement, Marine and Coastal
Commerciad Network, Brochures Ningaloo Blue.

Treasurers Report:
Linh delivered her report. Noel Taylor accepted and Grey McNeil seconded.
Linh tendered her written report to the Secretary
Martin Moved that money be invested on term deposit for 6 months
Phil Dale seconded.
Motion accepted. Linh to invest @ the best rate available for the amount of $10,000 for a 6 month fixed term

deposit.

EditorsReport:  Some genuine complaints re not including a subject title in the e-mail, making it hard to tell if it was avirus or
not. Point taken.

Equipment Officers Report: Glen not present, presume al present and accounted for.

Photogr aphic Officers Report: No officer designate at this point. Noel tentatively booked the Greyhound for the 13" July for

the 2002 AV night.

Web Master Noel advises that he has confirmation of prizes for the George Roberts Memorial competition.

Minutes of theL ast M eeting Acceptance:
Accepted By: Grey McNell Seconded By: Phil Dale

Business Arising from last Minutes: Nil

Dive Reports:
Peter Flockhart dived in the Solomon’s on the Arron Ward. 71 metres to the sand, Dived couple of seaplanes, warm water
and good food and great accommaodation.
Simon & Nicole Gaylor spent two weeksin Vanuatu, 40 metres viz and 29 degrees. Great time.
Mathew Reeves dived for bottles, spurred on by Steve Cross' s talk, found half a dozen beer bottles a couple of coke bottles
of old vintage and a Rosdllajar.
Scott McGregor dived Henrys Head. Nice dive.
Mim & John (our newest members) dived Lord Howe, 9 dives. A lot of lagoon diving. A great intro into Coral diving.
Grest trip.
Phil & Amanda Taylor went to Narooma— Seal Colony 3-4Knot current onto seal colony no good for diving, went whale
watching instead, spent ages watching mother and calf breaching, oh yeah! Pod of approx 200 dolphins.
Paul — attended Bathurst races.

General Business: Peter having slide portfolio published in the Dec issue of Sport Diver.
219 of this month shore dive at Bear Island. Simon to handle the BBQ.
Scans Combined Clubsday 11" November. La Perouse. Also JB proposal impact.
Insurance Problem, Grey advisesthat his Broker is unable to locate an insurer.
Duane to check into insurer details as supplied by Min and John.

Xmas Party
8" December, Greyhound Social Club - $110 per hour plus buffet costs. Noel to get final figures, discounts for
members, full price for guests, Gifts for kiddies 12 and under.
Suggested Open theme fancy dress.
Motion put by Duane, Accepted by Martin, seconded by Dave.

2001 Ocean Odyssey Night, tickets not yet available from Noel. Nov 16" is the date. Available in Dive log aso.

Break.
Raffle
1% Prize Phil Dale Aqua Sports Mystery Prize
2" Prize Simon Gaylor Max Western Boat Dive
3 Prize David Burns Ship Rock Dive 2 Air Fills

Peter Flockart showed some great slides of his trips to the Philippines and the Solomon Islands. Grey also ran a slide show showing
some of Simon’s dides and afew of his own. Great turn out and fun meeting.

Closed Mesting: 10:30pm




November 2001

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
An Ocean North Haven
Odyssey with Weekend
Reg Lipson Away
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
North Haven CLUB
Weekend MEETING
Away
25 26 27 28 29 30
Club
Dive
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
SPD
Xmas Party
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 BBQ 17 18 19 20 21 22
Club Dive CLUB
Oak Park MEETING
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31




WWII Wrecks  Big Fish  Coral Reefs Beaches Palm Trees

15 Days / 14 Nights Ex. Sydney
3 —18 August 2002

; 60TH ANNIVERSARY
= ) x:‘?

FOR BOOKINGS AND MORE Py -
INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Weekend Away Noel Taylor

17-18 November 2001 0414 592 410

30km south of Port OCEAN TREK

Macquarie 21””! 3 Days / 3 Nights

Wewill bestaying at the HTPH . 26 — 28 January 2002

Woongarra Motel for two nights
accommodation and have 4 boat
diveswith Scuba Haven

Laurieton. Some of the dive sites

SZ |n-Club Photo Shootout thistrip

,|5| JervisBay isa short two hour drive
- @ down the coast from Sydney
(W

include: The TITAN (wreck) - S OV~ With excdllent diving to be had.
40m, Cod Grounds - 18-32m, ————— M or e about the shootout in
Mermaid Reef (shark dive) future Wet Rags. There will
12-30m, Telegraph Bommie, be prizesto be won. Photo
0-18m comp will befor
members

3115nnl Want to spend a weekend diving at South
|

West Rocks and dive around Fish Rock and its
amazing cave dive $.00 per person.
Limited spots, so don’t dawdle.
Contact Noel Taylor
0414 592 410

SOUTH WEST ROCKS!

SOUTH PACIFIC DIVERS CLUB
P.0.Box 823 BANKSTOWN,NSW 1885
E-Mail: editor@southpacificdivers.com
Web Page: www.southpacificdivers.com




