SPD MEETING    20TH OCTOBER, 2003

Apologies:
Nick and Simon.

Incoming Correspondence:  Bank statement, terms investment certificate and renewal notice, Doubtless & Diving newsletter, URG newsletter, Ryde Underwater newsletter, Sydney Diver City Re Boat availability and Diving Asia 10th Anniversary of Adex Asia Dive Expo details.

SCANS – reminder re Combined Clubs Weekend Soldiers Point 15&16th November,  Solitary Island Research Group (SURGE) info,  Upcoming meeting info, Re Marine Parks Advisory Council info re permits, Re protecting Syngnathids in NSW.

Treasury  - Mark now has everything up and running, will have a full A.V. Report next meeting.

Photographic Officer – We have 2 torches from Aqua lung were not allocated as prizes from the AV Night.  Noel took out highest scoring slide, but declined to accept a prize on the night, but tonight was given a torch as a prize.  Left over caps and the other torch will be stored and used for the George Roberts competition.

Jerry – Dive Adventures will supply a 20% discount for Airfares re Walindi and La Loita trips.

A Question was raised – Why not make the night bi-annual. It was discussed that amateurs use this competition as a stepping stone to the bigger comps and that the die hard photographers will always use this comp. to compete in.

Thanks Noel for burning the AV slides on a disc for the Dive Mags.

DIVE REPORTS

John O – Murwillumbah – Shallow 2 reef system – outer and inner, lots of plate corals, variety and colour. Black coral in 22 mtrs, lots of nudi’s but not a lot of fish. 21 degrees.  2 Dive Operators up there.  Great place to check out.

Pinnacle – could hear the  “Whale’s song” so loud that you could feel it vibrating through your chest – although you could not see them at all.

Mark – Kurnell Steps – left half of his equipment behind.  16 degree water temp felt like a sauna after diving Mt Gambia.

15 dives at Mt Gambia – amazing – looked at Hells, Little Blue, One Tree – 8 – 9 degrees. So cold on deco that he had to get someone else to hold his gauge so he could read it.  Crystal clear 40 mtrs could see divers.

Don – Back of Bear Island – 15 mtr viz.

Amanda – Narooma – Annual Trek – saw whales from the Golf Club Balcony – weather warnings every day limited diving. Tathra shore dive, watching workers working on wharf. Saw big sting ray, schools fish and schools of puffer fish. 14 degrees. On last day dolphins on bow of boat. Montique Island – seals.  No whales seen in the time they were on the water, only off the balcony.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Suggested Future Guest Speakers – Peter Harper on digital photography  and  Dr Simon Mitchell re decompression diving/ symptoms of diving.

Post Morteum – re AV night will be held Thursday 16th November  at the Greyhound Social Club for those who want to attend and be a part of  discussions re old and future comps.

Suggestion – re showing the AV night show at schools to make a few dollars and entice the kids into the world of diving etc.  Set up workshops  to teach the kids snorkeling etc.

SCANS – Weekend  Away Combined Clubs – 14th & 15th November -  All the details are in the September newsletter. You need to book accommodation yourself. Boat dives can be organised through the Local Dive Boats. Confirm with Amanda that you are attending so SCANS can cater for the Saturday night free BBQ.

Next AV Committee meeting – 28th October at Greyhound Social Club, then members can attend the meeting on the 6th November.

SPD CAPS – available for sale  $15.00

Sydney Diver City – advises plenty of boat dives on offer.

XMAS  BBQ – Kurnell – Saturday  22nd November.  (Duane put a motion forward and Noel seconded)    More details to come.

Club Dinner – Big Johns on Rocky Point Road – BYO & licenced   Friday 16th January, 2004.

Long time member – B.J. has been very sick in hospital, is back home now.  Phil will organise a card and cap from the club.

Sebastian helped out with the AV Night both day time and night time to be offered the special price re membership.   Only a handful of memberships were signed up on the AV Night.

RAFFLE

Sydney Diver City – Adren Boots Debbie Davis

Sea Tamer II – Boat Dive – Jenny Olsen

Shiprock Dive – 2 x air fills – Mark Spencer

Lucky Door Prize  - Sea Tamer – Mark Spencer

