SPD MEETING    17TH  NOVEMBER, 2003

Apologies:
Nick, Don, Tom and Martin

Incoming Correspondence:  Bank statement, deposit book, terms investment certificate and renewal notice, Doubtless & Diving newsletter, URG Bulletin, Ryde Underwater newsletter,  Waves newsletter, Thank you letters from Robert Westerdyk and Lyn Vincent re AV prizes/night, SCANS – reminder re Combined Clubs Weekend Soldiers Point 15&16th November,  minutes of their meeting, Sports Guide tourist directory details,  Dive Log Invoice.

Meeting Minutes -  Accepted by Amanda,  seconded by Peter Flockart.

Treasury  - AV loss $654.44.  Mainly due to ticket sales.(ie. Dive shops reserving tickets and not selling them)  Our Term deposit we will need to work out what to do with it.  Will be put in our account, and then re-invested at a later date.  Any suggestions, please advise Mark. 

Photographic Officer – Full list of winners will be in the next Wet Rag.  Some members did well, John Olsen 1st in the Novice, Bill Atherton 3rd in the Novice, Brian Colwell 6th in Open and Noel Taylor had the highest scoring slide. Lyn Vincent & Robert Westerdyk sent in letters of thanks. Will need to send one disqualification letter off to an American entry - will forward him a SPD cap as an apology re a mix-up in understanding with Dave Burns - the rules will be clarified for the next comp.

Newsletter -  will be sent off this week.

DIVE REPORTS

Matt – 4 weekends diving – Don Sydney Diver City – saw 1st lobster in Sydney waters,  next weekend – Monument 4-5 mtr viz, the next weekend Sydney Diver City 34mtr reef dive near the Hilder wreck.  Ocean Trek –only did 2 dives for the weekend. Crocodile Head slot cave, crystal clear inside, pea soup outside. 1st dive with camera – didn’t work. Bad viz in the water, filthy.  Won a seafood platter at the Huskisson Pub which was shared onboard.

Sun- cold on bottom – 40 mins came out as ice-burgs, heaps weedy sea dragons, sponges, wobbies. Nursery – Warrant Reef – better dive, very very cold.

Sat – Melon Head saw whales and dolphins. Was a good weekend, good food and company – got back before the rain.

Amanda – SCANS Combined Clubs Weekend. Ryde Underwater’s boat – Broughton Island and Oakland, water cold, 2mtr viz. Fly Point 1 mtr viz, macro. St George dived Halifax – dirty didn’t see much. Water temp 16 degrees.

Saturday Night BBQ – 25 members representing various clubs.  Great BBQ

Solders Point Caravan Park has been completely renovated, beautiful amenities, nice BBQ facilities, water views.  Good weekend and company.

Next Years  Combined Clubs Day will be in March.

Phil – Fairlight – water was full of red algae and waves. Current running – not too cold though.

Peter F – Tuggerah – depth between 17 – 40 mtrs was dirty then cleared up. Bailer shells 19 mins on bottom, 30 mins deco, wobbies, cuttle fish. No current, cold.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Sue – Secretary – Position Vacant – Anyone  interested – see the committee.

Thank you to members for the flowers and wine.

A.G.M. -  Needs to be held 3 months after the Clubs financial year – 1st January fees are due.  Possibly March – will advise.

Sea Tamer -  Charlie advises no longer wants to Sponsor SPD.  Apparently he felt that SPD were doing their own boat dives and bagging his business?  Also advises that his business is not making money – having trouble filling the boat,  therefore can no longer sponsor us.

Max Weston – Peter Mason organised a presentation and BBQ for Max at  Shiprock Dive. Monies donated bought a bell on a stand, with the rest of the money going into dive gear. 80 people made contributions with emails being made into a montage. Max was speechless.

SPD CAPS – available for sale  $15.00

XMAS  BBQ – Kurnell – Saturday  22nd November.  Bernie to supply sausages, will cater for 20 people, bread rolls, salad, beer, wine, soft drink.  11.00am.  Raining – still on bring a tarp.

AV Night discussion was held on the 6th November. Various points were brought up by Duane which need to be addressed in full for future comps.

One point for discussions with Club members – Noel submitted an invoice for his services.

According to the Clubs constitution, members can only be paid for out of pocket expenses. Amanda said that production people would be paid for their services – point was not raised as an issue at a meeting, was vague and not properly discussed. 

Constitution  - set of rules on how the club runs – to keep the club running on the straight and narrow – cannot break these rules.

The scanner was bought to bring the AV back in-house so we could do the production ourselves.

Noel has been asked to itemise his bill – hasn’t as yet done so, we are still waiting for it. We really need to review it – as it is important.

Unfortunately the Club is changing  - can only run on empty for so long – direction of club/ comp where we go from now – needs a business plan for AV night. Have to learn from mistakes and move on.

Corporate Sponsorship – would put a new light on things – Money to pay for production.

We need to do one better than the other comp’s out there.

We need another forum – more ideas.  Needs to be addressed after Christmas. Even if we has corporate sponsorship we would need a full year to sort out anyway.

Ryde Underwater – thinking about some sort of merger between the clubs – membership by association – Ryde are happy to re-write their constitution to incorporate SPD.  They are not getting enough members using their dive boat. 

December Meeting – 22nd – meeting on as usual, we’ll have a chrissy drink together.

Poraday – Moses (Mozart)  the best camera technician, 47 years, passed away of a massive heart attack, last Sunday week. Standing room only at the funeral.

SCANS will do a combined sympathy card on behalf of all Clubs. 

Long time member – B.J.  is a lot better now. Loved his cap.

Lucky Door Prize – was done to encourage more members to meetings and to give our sponsors something back.  Will be put on hold in the new year until the bank balance is healthy.

Shiprock Dive -  Moving  6th December.  Closing/ moving/ combining with Aqua Sea on Taren Point Road.

Peter F – advises he is a member of a wine club who hold wine tasting cruises – 1 hour.  Will provide more details to members. They will also hold home wine tastings, Peter suggested one at his house.

Club Dinner – Big Johns on Rocky Point Road – BYO & licensed  - will re-schedule for February.

RAFFLE

Sydney Diver City – $50.00 voucher - Duane

Shiprock Dive – 2 x air fills – Duane

Bottle of Wine - donated by Peter Flockart - Sue Tate

Lucky Door Prize  - Sydney Diver City – Mark Spencer

