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O PRESIDENTS SP.T
The Thai Rescues

\Mat an absorbing and deeply concerning series of events was the unfolding of the Thailand caverescue recentlyl rhose of us who know about caves immediately saw the terriote risk to the lives ofthe team of young. soccer boys and their coach, ,. 
"rrirg history .rorno the world has too manyexamples of people being trapped. in cave .vrt"rr Ly rapidly-rising floodwaters. of course theproblem to the inexperienied is that the rorr"" of the waters ii oftei way out of sight (and out ofmind) up along mountain ridges and hillslopes wheresurface water gathers during distant storms andcloudbursts, sheeting off hr.llsides into itr"rrn*rvs ano pouring into cave systems where thelandscape changes to fractured limestone. cave ,y.i"r, in so-utn Australia virtually don,t havestream systems as almost all of our limestone is wioe flat absorbent streets where surface watersoaks into the groundwater table. we have had a few exceptions - the flash floods into pannikinPlains cave 30 years ago on the Nullarbor whictr trapp"o non'Allum ,no oil..,",. cave divers, evidenceof flash floods in Thampana and old Homestead-'Caves, and the artificial waterfalls of MountGambier's cave Gardens taking storm drainage rrom tne streets and gutters of the city.

There is more to be understood about the Thailand rescue and it may be in time that the cave diversor others choose to explain further details if and when they are reaoy. we were all agog at the sightof those young boys' faces when first located ov il'.l" griiish cave divers - surely those are the photoimages of this century so far! The media are vital in a communicative world but were handledcarefully and allowed to present the extent of the rescue operation while not getting in-the road ormisinforming' This is vital in any rescue operation despite the public demand for information. ln theend' I think most reports were iesponsible ano as aofiuate as possible for the circumstances. wecan all remember those days of lengthy pr"prrri.n ;;Lr to the'final decision to bring the boys outundetwater when no upper cave entrances could be located. plans to maintain and support theminside a small damp chamber for months until the rains Leased were never practical, particularly withthe unpredictability of dtormwaters through a monsoon ,Lrron. we can also remember the finat dayswhen each small grou,p of boys were brought out - succe ssfully. r am certain that most cavers werenot at all sure that all the boys could surrlive the Jiaction process. A, , oir"r, I was wonderingabout simple but vital things such as equalising ears to prevent eardrum damage and the concern offacemasks leaking-or flooding'for a young boy in waier-filled darkness. we train advanced cavedivers in a series of exercises to deal wittr s-ucrr ir'.ling. bri in controlleo environments - this was in theraw and at the cutting edge of nature in real world ,ir"rre circumstances.

And then miraculously they were all out and alive! This was undoubtedly a cause for celebration allaround the world, similar "to the recovery of the miners in chire or in rasmania several years ago.While that was being celebrated, I did r,ru" , tnougl-rt of all those miners who have never beenrescued' particularly in china and African mine cotta"psls where nothing can be done. But here inThailand was'an outstanding achievement in the face of adverse ooos. niv r<nowledge of the story isvery limited but I contemplate about the calming ror" or t'" ,o"."i coacr'lpriest who apparen,yworked the group upstream to a safe chamber dy unoerstanding some of the nature of the lowerflooding passages, and may have had a calming influence on the boys while waiting in the dark. Theloss of a retired rhai Navy biver was tragic but i-n some ways illustrates the huge difference betweenServices diving and recovery on the one hand and, on the other, advanced cave diving in confined,remote silty spaces' lndeed, the world also learned'on their ry screlns ;ilri cave divers, their highskill level' their understanding of their particular 
"nrironr"nts and their determination to workexceptionally hard and eventually succeed..cave oiving has erevated since the early days 50 yearsago when it was se.en as a suicide sport - the wodJ hr"r *itn"rsed the sr.iriano high-level training inthis dedicated sporuscience. CEGSA are proud of ail the ;;;rrr ";i'rriar,lr,, our Harry and craigand wish them a quiet time following the rightly-o"s"rreo public ,*rrJ. trr"y received in canberrawith craig' some time when you bot[ are reaoy, Genilemeri;;;ili;"'*=o n"r" a quiet beer withyou around a BBQ to simply say ,,Thank you,.

lan D Lewis

President, CEGSA
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TRIP REPORTS
Flinders Ranges 9-{0 June 2018

Members of the Scout Caving Group headed to the Flinders Ranges on a chilly weekend in June,
with the plan to visit Mairs and Clara St Dora Caves with small group of Venturers. The journey
started on Friday night with the long drive from Adelaide to the Bagalowie Homestead.

On leaving the highway at Carrieton, the road was thick with kangaroos - hundreds of them. I

suspect if we'd shone a spotlight over the nearby fields we would have spotted many hundreds more.

We arrived at the homestead around midnight, set up camp and tried to get a good sleep before the
day ahead.

Saturdays plan was to visit Mairs Cave, so after a quick breakfast we headed up the creek to the
entrance, which is located partway up a large limestone ridge. Having a few new leaders with us this
weekend, we took some time to allow them to rig the cave, which turned into a short rigging
workshop. The pitch is a relatively easy one to setup, with several excellent anchor points aligned
with the large gate that protects the cave.

The abseil into Mairs Cave

Once past the gate, the entrance pitch is approximately 17m in length, and the cave can be rigged
with both an abseil though the large gate, and a belay for the fixed ladder in a smaller gate. The
abseil is mostly free hanging, and has a nice step at the top which makes it a little easier for nervous
first timers.
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After entering the cave, the first
session in the cave was spent
making our way towards the "end"
of the cave. The plan was to find
our way to the beginning of the
coral floor and look longingly (but
not entering) the christmas tree
area. Along the way we saw
many beautiful decorations,
including some needle like
helictites and much cave coral
type formations, as well as more
traditional speleothems. fhe
passages winding to the end of
the cave are also quite
interesting, as the weave up a

down though the cave, making for
some interesting climbing through
some very round shaped holes.

Cave coral and other speleothems in Mairs Cave

On returning to the entrance chamber, some elected to exit the cave for a quick comfort stop, as well
as lunch. That afternoon just over half of the group set off to pass through the infamous 8 % inch

.f

The author making his way towards the entrance of the 8 % inch squeeze (he didn't make it throughl)

We exited the cave just as the sun set, and then headed back to camp for a night of pasta, campfires
and marshmallows!
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squeeze. their best attempts, a small number of this managed to get
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Crystalformations in Mairs Cave
The next morning we awoke ready to visit the nearby Clara St Dora Cave. Entry to the cave is via an
adit carved into the side of the hill. lt meets a dry section of the cave, in which we are greeted two
very dried out kangaroo carcasses. This section of the cave is somewhat maze like, and features
many small pas$ages and climbs for all levels of ability. After we'd exhausted that section of the
cave, we moved towards the inner gate to access the protected section. Sadly none of the keys
provided would budge the padlock attached to the gate.

After that minor disappointment, we made our way back to camp, had lunch and then hit the road
back to Adelaide. lt was a great weekend, the caves in the Flinders Ranges being some of the best
in the state in my opinion.

Matt Smith.
. Yo%Yo%%%%Yoo/o%o/oo/oYoo/oo/o

Yrtu ft$etrer l{nttvu Whst Yurr'll Finel!
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Past Trips from General Meetinqs

May 2018

o Scout Caving Group visit to Naracoorte Caves - Wet, Blackberry, Little Vic, Appledore &
5102. Mark Corbett reported that there was some potential dig sites in one of the large

rockpiles inside S102.
o lan Lewis visited Naracoorte Caves with a group of university students, mapping Wet Cave

in great detail.

June 2018
o Matt Smith, Mark Corbett and Michael Woodward with the Scout Caving Group visited Mairs

& Clara St Dora Caves in the Flinders Ranges. Mark Corbett reported that there seemed to

be more graffiti in Mairs Cave than previously. Various methods of mitigating this were

discussed. Therewas some discussion as to who uses the cave, and whether keeping the

key onsite is a good idea. lt is believed that some school and church groups, and possibly

outdoor education groups use the cave. Also noted that the padlock on the Clara St Dora
gate could not be opened with the key.

o Neville Skinner, Frank Hankinson and Grant Gartreli visited Warraweena over the June

Long Weekend. They were unable to find the cave, however were able to spend some time

with the land owner, reporting that they were happy for cavers to explore on their property.

o Stan Flavel visited the Eyre Peninsula, visiting a park 20km SW of Kimba which had
Granite Caves

o Krunchy and Janine Kraehenbuehl visited Mexico recently, diving in the Dos Ojos
SyStem.

July 2018
Minutes not available
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TECHNICAL and OTHER ARTICLES

MEMBERSHIP FEES

CEGSA MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2018 YEAR

Full Membership
Full Country Membership
Associate Membership
Long Term Associate
3 Month lntroductory
Joining Fee (N/A to 3mth lntro)
Discount for Country Membership
Print Form CEGSA News

ASF LEVY FEE FOR 2018 YEAR

Single
Family
3 Month lntroductory
Journal Subscription

2018 YEAR FEES

I
Full Membership r

Full Country Membership
Associate Membership
3 Month lntroductory

Variation for Familv Membership

CEGSA +ASF TOTAL
$45.00 $ 68.00 $1 13.00
39.00 68.00 107.00
37.00 68.00 105.00
5.00 20.00 25.00

$ 45.00
39.00
37.00
45.00

5.00
12.00
6.00

25.00

$ -68.00
119.00
20.00
25.00

1't Full Member + 2nd Full Member $90.00 $1 19.00 $209.00

't't Full Member + 2nd Associate Member $82.00 $119.00 $201.00
^r,

l"tAssoc Member + 2nd Asso6 Member $74.00 $119.00 $193.00

Discount for Cou"ratry Membership applies for Family Memberships.

,;.
Please make sure your payment of fees includes CEGSA and ASF, if applicable.

Membership Fees can be paid direct into CEGSA Account BSB 105-900 Account No
950661040 and reference with vour Name. CEGSA Fees or Membership Number.

Graham Pitkington Membership Officer.
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Approved GEGSA Trip Leaders

Name Caving Leader level
Stan Flavel Horizontal and Laddering
Grant Gartrell Co-ordinator
Paul Harper Horizontal and Ladderinq
Richard Harris Horizontal
Peter Horne Horizontal and Ladderino
Peter Kraehenbuehl Horizontal, Laddering and Vertical
lan Lewis Horizontal and Ladderinq
Georqe Maclucas Horizontal. Ladderinq and Vertical
June Maclucas Horizontal
Steve Milner Horizontal, Laddering and Vertical
Tim Payne Horizontal, Ladderinq and Vertical
Graham Pilkinqton Horizontal and Ladderinq
Eddie Rubessa Horizontal and Laddering
Mark Sefton Horizontal and Ladderinq
Neville Skinner Horizontal, Laddering and Vertical
Matt Smith Horizontal and Laddering
MichaelWoodward Horizontal, Laddering and Vertical

All the above named are also CEGSA Trip Coordinators.
Members may query the classification of any Trip Leader at any time with the committee.
It is a requirement that each trip be organised by an approved Trip Coordinator to be classed as an
official CEGSA trip. lt is also a requirement that dependent party trips be led by an approved Trip
Leader at the appropriate skill level for the cave being entered. Trip Leaders are expected to maintain
their First Aid training.

%%Yo%%%%o/.o/o%%o/ro/oo/oo/o

Naracoorte children take the reins on new Caves Nature Playground

Text and photo: Amy Maynard, Naracoorte Herald (Aug 7 2018)

STEM ambassadors from the Naracoorte
Primary School and Naracoorte South
Primary School have taken the initiative to
lead a unique project taking shape in our
community - the Naracoorte Caves Nature
Playground.

The budding project heads are overseeing
a challenging consultation process
designed to create ideas for the nature
playground. The goal of the STEM team is
to give all of the primary and kindergarten
students in Naracoorte the chance to have

f ,',ff their say on the new playground's design.
"ro"r The students have been tasked with

incorporating the science of fossils,
tnathematics, data collecting and analysis, design of their own playgrounds and technology to
communicate via online platforms Google Classroom and Maker's Empire.

Each school is running an internal design .orp"tition where each class is able to brainstorm and
come up with ideas and draw their own interpretations of what the playground should look like based
on the provided guidelines. These ideas have been discussed with the two kindergartens to gain
further insight, and eventually a winning design will be chosen by the STEM team to present to the
caves project managers and the community team behind the Fund My Neighbourhood grant.

The ambassadors have visited the caves and Wonambi Centre to view the proposed sites for the
playground. They will then choose one design element from each school to create their own digitat
representation and 3D printed model to present to the caves project team and community group.
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These concept designs will then be discussed with the winning playground designer for further
assessment.

The Limestone Ladies CWA group, which pitched the idea to the community, were steadfast that the
consultation should include local children in the community. .We wanted the children to contribute to
the project and have a sense of ownership over it," team member Katie Dawkins said. "We really
want the community to get behind the project and make this something we can all be proud of and
contribute to." Ms Dawkins said the group would also welcome contact from anyone in a position to
donate redgum wood for the project or, as the project progresses, assist in other ways.

Naracoorte Caves Site Manager Nick Mclntyre said the playground will be themed around fossil
hunters. "lt will tie in with the existing caves educational programs and the world heritage aspects of
the site which consists of rare fossil deposits," Mr Mclntyre said.The playground will add another
dimension to the learning experience available at the popular tourist destination. The Naracoorte
Caves National Park is South Australia's only World Heritage-listed site, attracting about 55,000
visitors a year.

Mr Mclntyre said the playground would encourage people to increase the length of their visit, both at
the caves site and in the region, creating further opportunities for other regional businesses to
benefit.

For further information, contact Nick Mclntyre, Caves Manager.

Kids get clever about the Caves Nature Playground!

Text and photo Amy Maynard, Naracoorte Herald. (Aug 16 2018) ,

The Naracoorte Caves Nature
Playground is getting closer to
completion thanks to the design and
technology skills of Naracoorte Primary
and Naracoorte South Primarys' STEM
Ambassadors.

The Ambassadors presented weeks'
worth of research and designs
yesterday in the Naracoorte South
Primary school, leaving the invited
guests and family and friends suitably
impressed.

The first school to present their findings and subsequent models were Naracoorte South Primary.
They explained how they had surveyed their fellow students and kids at the kindy to find out what
they would want from a playground. The most requested features were a slide, climbing equipment
(ladders, rock wqlls, etc.) and a cubby.

The main presentation of the model replica was conducted by Zach Pope and William Patrick, who
took the audience through every element of the design, including the equipment made in the likeness
of a Diprotodon and Wonambi. "Kids can take photos like, l'm on a wombat!" Zach said of the
Diprotodon . "That would be pretty cool."

Will and Zach took turns pointing at the surveys and models, and assured the audience, "There are
not to scale - they are models on a sheet."

Next dp was Naracoorte Primary School, who also unveiled impressive stats and designs.
Naracoorte Primary School's team found out that slidep and climbing equipment were popular with
their respondents, as were a cubby house and sandpit. They incorporated these elements into their
design with fossils buried in a sandpit, and an "underground egg" - a cubby house designed to be
half above ground, half underground.

Naracoorte Primary School also demonstrated how they'd made the virtual design through a program
called Maker's Empire. "lt got destroyed a few times," Lucas Bald said casually as the crowd
surveyed the digital playground.

Once the students had finished their presentations, Acting Director of the Naracoorte Caves, Nick
Mclntyre, said a few words. He thanked the CWA Limestone Ladies group for involving the students,
stating that the decision meant the eventual playground had "a nice community feel to it".

-,G

F
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He then spoke with the students about the next stage, which will involve sehding out tenders to
designers to build a playground within budget. "lt won't be exactly as you see here, but within the
mind of the deslgner, the priorities have been identified," he told the STEM Ambassadors.

Staff from Naracoorte South Primary and Naracoorte Primary praised the Ambassadors for their hard
work, and Geraldine Mathieson also congratulated the students for incorporating the ideas and views
of younger children. "To both schools, thank you," Gerry said. "lt's helped the kindy kids feel very
empowered, and they had a lot of fun."

For helping to supervise the project, Ange Donnelly and Kym Shepherd from the Naracoorte South
Primary School were given a round of applause.

%%%%%%%%%%%%o/oo/oYo

Top honour for Dr Reed, our resident paleontologist.
Text and photo Amy Maynard, Naracoorte Herald. (Aug 16 2018)

Dr Liz Reed, who has spent the last 20 years championing the Naracoorte Caves, has won the
Unsung Hero of SA - Science Communications category at the SA Science Excellence Awards.
"lt requires a substantial commitment," Dr Reed said of the work which led to her receiving the award
last weekend. "But the importance of the Naracoorte Caves cannot be understated."

Dr Reed first visited the Caves when she was an undergraduate student in 1995. As she described it,
"l went into the Victoria Cave as a student, and I came out as a paleontologist." Dr Reed returned to
the Caves during her PhD, which began in 1998. She would regularly visit the various-caves, using
them as a field site. She was also sometimes employed to give guided tours since then, a job she
enjoyed.

Since then, her career in science communication has gone to great heights. "l've spoken with CNN,
National Ggographic, various TV and radio shows, and delivered talks at conferences," Dr Reed said.
Dr Reed is also at tfie forefront of educational information about the Caves, speaking with various
kindies and schools. "l take great pride in promoting the World Heritage site," Dr Reed stated about
her profession. "lt's globally significant - a unique window into biodiversity and climate. "lf I can
communicate how significant the Caves are, I would have done my job."

Dr Reed is a paleontologist, and is at the forefront of an ARC (Australian Research Council) funded
project which explores ancient flora and fauna that has been fossilised in the Caves. Dr Reed has
been a prominent spokesperson for the project, but she's also thankful for all of the support that the
prolect has received. "The Naracoorte Lucindale Council, the Wrattonbully Wine Region, the
University of Adelaide, the South Australian Museum, they've all been amazing."

Liz would also like to thank the
staff at the Naracoorte Caves, and
her partner, Steve. "Steve has
been with me since the beginning,
and has also been involved in the
Caves over the years. "l may have
got the award, but a lot of people
are a part of it."

But the best reward for Dr Reed is
seeing the next generation of
scientists working out at the
Caves.
"l'm glad that the future is bright,
and that a wave of young
scientists will continue to work
at the Caves after l'm gone. That's
the great thing l'll have achieved."

Dr. Liz Reed with her award. Photo:Amy Maynard.

I
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WHICH BAG IS THE BEST TO TAKE CAVING?

Caving bags, AKA dogs, ya bastard and many other expletives, get everything thrown in
them and atthem. They are dragged, rolled, kicked, sometimes thrown, taken forswims in
underground rivers, get covered in mud, clay, sand and get hauled over sharp rocks. But
they carry your lif line to safety, your precious bottle of Moet err... Rather, the gear
needed for the caving you are doing: SRT gear, warm clothes, Port, first aid kit, rope,
spare lights and batteries, piece of mono-cellular foam rubber, lunch and chocolate.
Thus, with all this in it you are going to need something with a bit of size to it.

^$ 
q*

Further, the in-cave pack should be
foldable so it can be packed away, This is
useful if you are going to be hauling 20kg
of ropes, rigging gear and all the just-
mentioned items up and down ruddy
great hills, through blackberries or the
impenetrable biomass known as the
Tasmanian forest. For this fun game
your bushwalking backpack is
recommended as it has a comfortable
harness, something caving packs don't
have. lf youi caving pack rolls/folds up
you can stuff it, along with all the rest of
the gear into the bushwalking pack and
then hand the lot to some passin! mule
or truck or innocent caver.
So here are some choices: The Kmart
or. theOp shop cheapie priced somewhere

T

The Aldi special.

between $2.p0-$10.00, the Aldi
waterproof single ehoulder strap
daypack, about $20.00 or the Aspiring
Cave pack.

The K-Mart orOp shop cheapie.

lf you buy one of these, you may need
to make some modifications. Cutoff allthe
crap that is on the outside that will get
caught on stuff. This will leave you with
the shoulder straps, an butside pocket
that zips up, and a handle or loop at the
top so you can pass it on to people or
place a karaQineron which to tie a rope.
Any outside pockbts madb of mesh type
material, which in the bag's non-cave-life
held such items as drink bottles, should
be cut off. ln the cave environment
anything in them will undoubtedly fall out,
hit any below caver or perhaps as it falls
break the straws that you have just
meticulously negotiated your way
around trying not to damage them. The
latter is never a good look. The former will

The Kmart Special.

forgive you after suitable bribes have been paid.
Sometimes these bags are water-proof, but I wouldn't stake my life on it. Lifespan of such a bag
depends on how you treat it, the way in which it is made and from what material. These bags can be
glued and/or stitched together, made of nylon with a PVC coating that usually flakes or is scraped off
during use. They are cheap, practical and good for non-rope work trips where space can be at a
premium.

o3
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The AldiSpecial

I have not much experience with this pack, except to note my bias against single shoulder
strap type packs. I simply find them uncomfortable to wear. Having got that out of the
way, many cavers use them. They are relatively cheap, around the $20.00 mark, seams
are heat sealed, and the PVC is a reasonably heavy weight, but not as heavy as that used
in the Aspiring bags, Like most day packs they are narrow and thus can fit through things
easily. As for space to carry all your stuff, well ... these cope OK. Buying them is the
issue as Aldi seems only to stock them when the moon rises in the west.

Aspiring Cave Bags

These come from Aspiring Equipment in NZ. They
are made specifically with caving as the primary
use. They come in a couple of sizes, 35 litres and
15 litres.

The specifications blurb on their website states the
construction details as follows:

. 68O glm2 white PVC with colour
contrast

. Butynol base reinforced with webbing

. Reinforced eyelets in the base for drainage

. Double loop daisy chain hauling straps

. Heavy-dutyenclosed drawcordsfor
closingthe pack

. Double closure provides for pack extension

. Simple adjustable shoulder straps

. Supplied with a high-density 10 mm foam
pad

. Available in Red, Yellow, Blue or Dark
Green contrast trim

The shoulder straps are made from seatbelt tape
and some women find that they are set too far
apart fora woman's build. This causes the straps
to sit on the edge of the shoulders and not
comfortably in the centre.
They are howeverwell made, very durable and can
take the beating caVd.rs put them through.

They have no zippers that, over time, clog up with
grit, break apart, thus becoming useless. They
have gbod.grab points and the designers have
thought ,about where to place them, putting them
on the same side as the shoulder straps so you can
grab the bag with allthe snaggy bits on that side.
You can getthem directfrom Aspiring Equipment in
NZ, if you spend more than $100.00 postage is
free.
What do I use? Well, I have this old daypack, it's
about 16 years old, which I got on special from a
Kathmandu store. From memory, it cost me
$15.00 at the time. lt has been on every caving trip
since, about 12 per year, many of which are ten-
day affairs. lt has been dragged
through airports as a functioning day pack, hauled
around caves in Europe, and back home to most caving areas in the country. I have been
trying to put it out of its misery for the past couple of years, but it just doesn't want to die.
What do I like about it? The shoulder straps are padded, it has a compartment which
contains a piece of mono or high density foam rubber, which I can take out and sit on. This

Above: Aspiring Caving Bag

Below: Bottom of Aspiring Bag



Page 70 CEGSA NEWS Edition 251 (Volume 63 Number 3)

keeps the cold at bay and saves my skinny arse from the discomfort that comes from
sitting on lumpy rocks. lt fits all my gear, folds up and now has the odd drainage hole in
the bottom to let the water out! lmportantly it is a straight sack, so the top of is it not
curved and closed with a zip. lt is closed with a draw string.
I will let you know when I bury it and have to buy another. ln the meantime enjoy hunting
for a cave bag.

Clare Buswell ( reprinted from FUSSI Newsletter Vol30 No2 2018)

o/oYooho/oo/oo/oo/oo/oo/oYoo/oYo%%%

AUSTRALIAN CAVE DIYING: Nel,South l{ales
B,v Rod CJBrien

Puldished Augmt 201S, Paperbirck

This 288 page lrook clescribes cave diving and its
history in Net South \&kles, Austrtrlia. It is full
cclour throughout with 254 photos including 58

historical photos tiom the 1950s, and 51 maps.

Chapters include Car"e Dir.'er Training, Care Diving
Equipment and elet.tiled descriptions of cave divins
at 15 c*r.ing areas in Ner.s South \$a[es.

$60 + $1.9 Postage & Handling
for I to 2 books withiu Austrrlia

To order email Rod OBrien at constructiondircr@bigpondcom
Include your name, rnailirlg address and quantitv.

Prymentby
PAYPAL: payment to constructiondiver@bigpondcom
DIRECT DEBIT: name COlv{DI\r PTY LTD BSB 032-sl4 A/C No. 2L4I2S
Please ID your EFT payment using )'our n&me so that we can matclr lour
payment rr'ith your order.

New Cave Diving Book Review:

AUSTRALIAN CAVE DIVING - New South Wales

rRod OBrien - Published Sydney August 2018

The high-profile focus of cave diving in Australia is on Mount Gambier and the Nullarbor Plain. Cave
diving first started in Mount Gambier in 1961 and on the Nullarbor in 1 972. The CDAA formed in 1975
but the 5,000 CDAA members over 4 decades may not realise that Australian cave diving began in
an eastern State 20 years before and only 7 years after World War 2 ended. Brave, energetic,
innova,tive and well-organised divers in Sydney were drawn to the popular underground river featured
in the famous Jenolan Caves in the Blue Mountains of New South Wales, three hours from Sydney.

We all know that limestone is the main rock in which caves form. Most of the world's limestone
formed on sea floors which have become exposed as landscapes after being uplifted. Where the
limestone is flat and full of fossils, groundwater has dissolved our horizontal tunnels, sinkholes and
massive passages - fantastic cave diver territory in Mount Gambier, the Nullarbor, Mount Gambier,
Florida, the Bahamas and the Yucatan in Mexico. However, when limestone gets squashed,
squeezed and hoisted into mountain chains, it becomes much harder and riddled with fractures.
Caves formed in marble, dolomite and hardened limestones are carved by streamways through the
fractures which bring gravels, sands and muds through the systems. Most of the world's cave diving
in Britain, Europe, Russia, North America and New Zealand are in these conditions. Here in Australia
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they are found in cave systems throughout the hills and mountains of the Great Dividing Range of
eastern Australia and Tasmania. Rod's book is about the extensive diving in these conditions
throughout the NSW section of the Great Divide. lt's all about a 'parallel world' to our world of large
white-rock sinkholes and huge clear passageways.

Rod is one of Australia's leading cave divers and has poured all his experience and knowledge into a
simply huge effort over the last 7 years to produce this book about the beginnings of cave diving in
Australia. lt started in the famous Jenolan Caves where the two underground river systems flow from
the south and the north into the multi-level-cave tourist complex, forming a series of sumps and
concealing hidden chambers within the mountainsides. A combination of cave explorers and cave
divers have been trying to reveal secrets of the Jenolan Limestone for 7 decades now and Rod
documents in full all those explorations, through the development of gear improvement and cave
diving techniques. On page 45 he lists a number of important 'firsts' in cave diving in this country.
New South Wales cave divers have much tougher and muddier current conditions to traverse and
dive compared to the cleanryater sinkholes and caves of South and Western Australia. That's why
they made the excellent and appropriate decision to undertake UK Sump Diver Training with Rob
Palmer in 1993 and 1995 rather than try to adapt the CDAA system which is better designed for
sinkhole and stillwater territory.

Rod is a specialist in several areas - working for years as a commercial diver, a wreck diving
specialist, helping discover advanced caves like the Olwolgin and Burnabbie systems on the
Nullarbor and receiving an 'Award of Distinction for Exploration' from the Australian Speleological
Federation (ASF). His diving life has been an adventure in itself and there is another book to be
written about all that some day! I am quite comfortable to say that Rod's experience in cave diving
efforts and achievements stand alongside those of Ron Allium who figures prominently in NSW cave
diving history too and the contribution of both of them to Australian cave diving has been outstanding.
They have shared much of their NSW work with prominent Sydney University Speleological Society
(SUSS) cave divers Keir Vaughan-Taylor, Simon McCartney and Greg Ryan.

This is a very well-w'ritten, readable book with an attractive, professional layout, clear subheadings,
lots of excellent color photographs of beautiful places and tough exploration and many good yarns
and reports about the efforts of more than 100 cave divers in NSW caves over the time. Rod is
generous and thorough about crediting and attributing the achievements of others with many trip
descriptions and personnel, and listed all cave divers who've helped in NSW at the back of the book
with thorough references and a detailed index, features essential to any quality book. His crediting of
assistance lists many prominent members of the ASF fraternity in SUSS, SSS and CDAA who have
all contributed to the book but it is Rod himself who has pulled all this information together expertly.
Rod covers the changes in techniques utilised for NSW cave diving and has included a special
chapter on foul air detection and management, as NSW cave mountain caves have vegetation and
soil inwash from stream systems that can decay and trap CO2 in airbells and pockets - not a
problem in any SA and WA cave diving except for the Tommy Graham's lnner Sanctum Chamber.

But it is his detailed coyerage of Australia's cave diving pioneers commencing in 1952 in Jenolan with
a series of weil-publicised Sydney newspaper articles that is an outstanding contribution to our sport
and our science. Rod has obtained many excellent and comprehensive black-and-white photographs
of those who were tackling this tricky exploration a full 10 years before the first divers even jumped
into the first Mt Gambier sinkholes and 20 years before the CDAA formed and the first Nullarbor
caves were dived. This is real national cave diving history and excellent for all CDAA and current
Cave divers in this country to learn about and acknowledge resourceful and courageous pioneering
when dive lights were motorcycle batteries in sealed World War 2 ammo boxes. Rod describes all
sorts of early equipment and modifications in d sequence so we can really appreciate how our
forebears were able to innovate in their drive to discover unden"rrater caves. He backs this with a
simply great montage of photos of these divers and on-site support parties on pages 116-121.The
leader of the original Jenolan cave dives was Dr Denis Burke who I met and caved with years later
when he and his caving family moved to South Australia and joined CEGSA. His other prominent
Jenolan partner was Ben Nurse who later led the SSS (Sydney Speleological Society) for many
decades.

Rod provides full coverage throughout NSW caves with a great chapter and photos on the beautiful
Wellington cave diving and photos and the exploration of drowned caves at Burrinjuk Dam. CDAA
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members will recognise a number of CDAA names involved with these areas working alongside NSW
cave diving specialists in these explorations eg Ken Smith pinging, JDZ in the mud, Neil Vincent's
many photos, Ronnie Allum everywhere in NSW (of course!), Peter Rogers, Phil Prust, our Agnes
Milowka, and even yours truly's lce Pick Lake story. The book then covers Cooleman Plains and
Yarrangobilly cave dives in the Snowy Mountains (where there's also interesting low-viz freshwater
diving on the drowned towns in Lakes Jindabyne and Adaminaby), sumps at the base of the vertical
shafts of the Bungonia Caves Gorge caves, even the pool at the bottom of Wyanbene Big Hole, a
100m drop to water three times the drop to water in Hells Hole at Mt Gambier.

I love maps from the early days when we mapped the sinkholes to help in dive planning at Mt
Gambier. Rod's book contains many maps of all styles, some from trip reports and sketches, but it
also has several excellent detailed long sections of the complex Jenolan system showing tourist
caves, other dry caves up the mountainside and the underwater sections and their connections (pp's
48,78-9,98-9, 124-5) which show their relationship and complexity. Some maps contain eye-
catching and witty names of various chambers and extensions - part of the speleology culture
around the world. One sketch of a tight passage on p65 shows the grovel challenge - spot the dlver!
The Mammoth Cave Lower River (Slug Lake) dive is NSWs greatest challenge - it's now 96m deep
(text p 66) and opening out below the chamber sketched on p65. ln a geological paper I gave there a
couple of years ago, my estimation is that the near-vertical limestone plunges several kilometres
deep at Jenolan and this 94m undenuater chamber is the top of a large deep 'reservoir' of
groundwater feeding the northern river system. Rod Obrien and Ron"Allum have both done this epic
dive. Cave dives in NSW require good fitness, tough equipment, tough discipline and close
cooperation with that State's cave divers compared to our calmwater experiences. We have much to
learn from them. Rod's book is a brilliant effort and deserves success and great respect. lts collection
of history and activity underpins nearly 70 years of cave diving in this nation. Outstanding!

And one PS: Can anyone find the photo of several of us kneeling in the underground lmperial River
streamway at Jenolan in front of a party of cave tourists where we are holding up handfulls of
pennies, shillingd and florir.rs thrown in there over 100 years of public visitation!? Real treasure on a
cave dive!

lan D Lewis, Life Member of CEGSA (#6701) and CDAA (#258)

'%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

NOTICE OF MOTION

Due to unforseen circumstances this motion was not presented at the April GM as advertised so will
now be presented at the September GM.

Motion to be voted on at the 26th September 2018 General Meeting to change RULES 1(h)
"All members ", pay an Australian Speleological Federation levy appropriate to their
membership status."
By adding
"The levy collected is held in trust by CEGSA for the payment of their ASF membership
subscription. These monies do not form part of the Groups' income or expenditure and
belong to the ASF.'

Graham Pilkington.
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UPCOMING EVENT

Sundav 30th December 2018 - Fridav 4th Januarv 2019

31st ASF Conference
Devonport, Tasmania

Discover
The Darkness
Beneath
this summer at the
3lst Australian

" Speleological
Federation
conference.

Photo Credits: David Wools-Cobb
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FUSSI PROGRAMME July 2018- January 2019

Note: FUSS/ holds a general get together/meeting on the Third Thursday of each month except
where notified. Programme subject to change.

July 2-23 Mid-Year Break,

Winter Solstice, bonfires, book burnings, much drinking etc.

July l gth 7pm Film Night. "Descent" Venue to Be Confirmed.
Dee Coordinating

Aus 11/12 y,?,r?%:trSJ:""i,f'fi:?',":,',*"oti. ;;xfYiJ"t-
do'fun, Clare Coordinating.
Contact: fussi@fussi. org. au

Aug 16th

Sept 8-9th.

I
Sept 20th r

I

Nov 22 Thurs

30 Dec- Jan 6th

6.30pm.

6.3Opm

Search, Rescue, & Comms Seminar.

Noel Stockdale Rm, Flinders Uni Library.

Real time resc'ue. Yorke Peninsula.
FUSSI Exec Coordinating.

Camping overnight on the Saturday.

MID SEMESTER BREAK
17Sept-1Oct.

Sept 29-Oct 1=t Volcanic Caves of Western Victoria
Thomas Coordinating.

Oct l3thThurs 6.30 pm Navigating in the Forest (of Uni) Deans

Compass and paper map only!

Oct 21"1 Sunday. 
' t, 

Walking the Sellicks Hills.

Clare Coordinating.
",

I
t,

, j' 
Exams 3 Nov -17 Nov, Much Gloom Descends!

End ofyear break
1B Nov-25 Feb 2019

Library and pizza night. At the club store.
On Campus, under the Union Hub.
lmmi Cobrdinating.

fost exam snakes and ladders. Pine forest session

Australian Speleological Federation Conference Tassie.

Jan 27th Sunday 1 1am_6pm New Year's gathering, FUSSI T-Shirt making
Discussion of world take over plans etc,

CEGSA members are welcome to attend. Contact Mark Sefton or Neville Skinner.
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Notes


