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Mass Recreation at Ida Bay,
The Development of Exit Cave

by A.D. Skinner T.C.A.E. 1973
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APPENDIXJ
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD — IDA BAY CAVE

Photos 99-110 were taken with an Asahi Pentax SP 500 camera. Photos 99-101 were taken using Kodak Tri-X Pan
black white film (400 ASA). Photos 102-110 were taken with Kodak Ektachrome film (64 ASA), using a Rollei
E19BC electronic flash.

Photo 99. On the track to Ida Bay Cave.

Photo 100. The entrance chamber;
Ida Bay Cave (Mystery Ck Cave)

Photo 101. Glow-worm threads, Ida Bay Cave.
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Photo 102. Chamber near the
entrance; the blue dots on the
ceiling are glow-worms.

Photos 103, 104
Ida Bay Cave
offers easy climbs
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Photos 106, 106.
Caving party in
Ida Bay Cave.

Photo 107. Caver
emerging from a squeeze.
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Photo 108. Mystery Creek
before it enters
Ida Bay Cave.

Photo 109. The old
limestone quarry.

Photo 110. Marble Hill
is in the centre, with
Lune Sugarloaf

on the left and
Moonlight Ridge

on the right.

The present limestone
quarry can be seen
below the saddle
between Lune Sugarloaf
and Marble Hill.
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APPENDIX K
PHOTOGRAPHS — PHYSICAL DESIGN,
INTERPRETATION, PRESENTATION

Photos Photos 1-57 were taken with an Asahi Pentax SP 500 camera using Kodak Tri-X Pan black white film
and a Rollei E19BC electronic flash.

Photo 1. Well-designed outdoor fire-
place. Natural materials have been
used and the effect is aesthetically
pleasing.

The flat top of the wood storage area
can be used as a table

(Mt Field National Park).

Photos 2, 3. Attractive and functional
picnic facilities, blending into their
~ surroundings

(Mt Field National Park).
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< Photos 4, 5, 6. Road to Lake Dobson,
Mt Field National Park;

a route with a distinctive “park”
atmosphere.

Care has been taken not to widen the
road too much or to cut steep
embankments.

7, 8. Ranger accommodation. Where
practicable it is best sited outside park
boundaries (Mt Field National Park). v

Photo 9. Shelter shed at Lake Dobson. Although built
of besser brick, an innately unattractive material, this
structure is appropriate to its alpine landscape.
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Photo 10. Visitor Centre at Mt Field National Park.
Although certainly quite functional, this
weatherboard building is quite inappropriate in its
park setting.

< Photo 11. Toilets at Lake Dobson.
Constructed from besser brick, this building is
well screened by tea-tree saplings.

Photo. 13. Orientation aid at entrance to Mt Field National
Park. Constructed from treated sawn board with painted
lettering. If all signs within a park or reserve were thus
standardised, a distinctive atmosphere would be created, in
harmony with natural features. v
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Photo 12. Interpretive
sign in Mt Field National
Park. An excellent meth-
od for identifying natural
landscape features.

Poto 14.> Interpretive
aid in Mt Field National
Park. Constructed from
2 cm pipe welded onto
steel plate with painted
lettering.

Photo 15. >> Map of Mt
Mawson area. Such aids
are of continuing interest
to visitors.
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» SCOTTS CAVE,

7 MOLE CREEK

A former tourist cave,

it is now derelict and
heavily vandalised.

Photo 56. Sign at entrance.
Not even a locked gate now
protects this cave.

Photo 57. Acetylene works,
now heavily encrusted
with calcite.

Photo 16. Acetylene light
fitting. Piping, barbed wire
and other fittings are still in
the cave.
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< Photo 17.
Interpretive
sign

on a cave
reserve
(Hastings).

Photo 20. >
Entrance to
Newdegate
Cave.
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Photo 21.
Sign near
Newdegate
Cave.

Photo 22. Ticket Office, Newdegate
Cave. This structure is badly placed
next to the access track, creating a
bottleneck during peak periods.
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T

Photos 23, 24, 25.

Signs at start of
e 78 g o s path to Newdegate
4 Cave.
Standardised signs

would be more
appropriate than
a wide variation

in styles, colours Photo 26. Electricity generator
and sizes; and shed near Newdegate Cave
1 would promote a (Hastings). Although the building

distinctive “park” is an attractive structure,
atmosphere. < the motor is very noisy.

Photo 27. Overhead electricity wires, >
Newdegate Cave. Underground cables

are much more aesthetic and require less
maintenance.

Photo 28. Car park and generator shed,
Newdegate Cave. Two-way traffic flow
creates congestion during peak periods.
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Photo 29. Stiff penalties for
offenders who damage re-
serves. Such signs must be
displayed prominently and
the rules enforced in order
to protect reserves.

Photos 30, 31. Signs in
King Solomons Cave, Mole
== Creek. Hand-painted,
“home made” signs are
inappropriate.
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Photo 32. Inside the
entrance of Marakoopa
Cave, Mole Creek.

Photo 33. Visitors in
Newdegate Cave,
Hastings.

Photo 34. “Chicken wire” in
Newdegate Cave. Where
used to protect cave
formations from vandalism,
an alternative is perspex.
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Photos 35,
36, 37.
Narrow
pathways
in
Marakoopa
Cave,

Mole
Creek.



Photo 38.
Drainage grill in
King Solomons
Cave, Mole Creek.

Photo 39. Fence in
Marakoopa Cave. Small
stone walls could be just
as functional and far
more aesthetic.

Photo 40. Spiral
stairway in Newdegate
Cave, constructed in
1938.

Lights are not concealed
on the return trip.
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Photo 41. Electrical
installations in
King Solomon Cave.

Photos 42, 43.
Stone walls in
King Solomons Cave.

Use of stone walls
should be encouraged.

Southern Caver, No. 66, August 2012 — page 72



Photo 44, 45, 46.
Light shades in

King Solomons Cave.
Although certainly
functional, these
fittings could be
shielded from view.
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Photo 46. Spotlight,
Newdegate Cave. A
shade could perhaps be
provided to prevent
glare from behind.

Photo 48. The Estcourt
Stalagmite, Newdegate
Cave. Green algae has
recently started to grow
on this formation,
possibly due to long
periods of illumination.

Photo 49. Unsightly light
fittings in Marakoopa Cave.
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Photo 50. Exposed wiring in
King Solomons Cave.

Photo 51. Overhead wiring in
Marakoopa Cave.

Mains wiring should ideally
be concealed in conduit and
be placed under walkways.

Photo 52. Exposed wiring in
King Solomons Cave.
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Photo 53.
Older style switches in
King Solomons Cave.

Photos 54, 55.
Modern switches in
Newdegate Cave.



58. Toilets at Hastings.
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APPENDIX L
CAVE FOLDERS

BUCHAN CAVES
Published by the ‘Victorian Ministry

of Tourism

The Fairy Cave

The first cave to be opened, the Fairy Cave, is one of
remarkable beauty. It is about 400 yards long, and at
places it is 100 feet below the surface. By a stairway
from the face of the hill, access is gained to the first
chamber about 20 feet below. 5

This Cave contains many striking features, including
the Fairies’ Hall, the Crystal Grotto, the Jewel
Chamber, the King’s Chamber, Queen Victoria
Chamber, and the coloured shawls or blankets with
peculiar markings closely resembling the products
of the loom.

Aisles and corridors extend to the right and left,
outlets for trickling streams. In imagination visitors
can see ruined cities, crystal gardens, fleecy clouds,
sparkling gems or marble basins, all having the
appearance of being encrusted with driven snow.

In the second chamber of the Fairy Cave, wombat and
kangaroo bones are embedded in the rocks, and bones
of an extinct type of wombat as large as a horse were
found in a nearby chamber.

To some tourists the portion of the cave known as the
Bridal Chamber makes the greatest appeal, with its
alcove and altar embowered in orange blossoms,
while silver stars twinkle overhead. Glittering
chandeliers are suspended from the roof. Even the
wedding cake is to be seen, composed of limestone,
and frosted as with powdered sugar.

The Royal Cave

This is a magnificent cave and rivals in beauty any yet
discovered. Though in the vicinity of Fairy Cave, there
is no connection between the two, and its formations
are absolutely distinct from those of its neighbour. In
some of the chambers there are a number of very large
columns, and the crystallisation is strikingly con-
spicuous. One of the most remarkable portions has
been named “Niagara Falls”” owing to its resemblance
to a petrified torrent. Other principal features of this
Cave are “The Font of the Gods'’, “Psyche’s Shrine”,
“The Princess Royal” chamber, “The Sculptor’s
Studio’” and the “Lilyponds”. By many visitors, “The
Font of the Gods™ is considered to be the outstanding
feature of all the caves.

The caves are open for inspection every day at 10.30
a.m. and 2.30 p.m. with an additional inspection at
1.15 p.me during Christmas and Easter periods.
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CAVES OF WEST AUSTRALIA

Published by the W.A. Tourism Development
Authority

The granite coast and the foot of the limestone hills
later subsided, leaving only the highest peaks on the
coast standing above the waves. Streams running from
the hills to the sea were forced underground and made
channels through the more porous parts of the écmenting
sands. These streams, over countless years, carved caves
out of the limestone. By stream erosion and the collapsing
of loose parts of roofs and walls great underground
cavities were created.

As the caves were being carved out of the hills, nature
was busy beautifying them and forming fantastic patterns
in the limestone with drop after drop of water saturated
with lime and minerals. Iron oxides and manganese in
the water has, in many places, added colour to enhance

the beauty of the formations.

YALLINGUP CAVE

Yallingup Cave, at the northern end of the cave series,
is 167 miles from Perth and was named after a nearby
rivulet which winds around Wardanup Hill. The Cave
was discovered accidentally by Edward Dawson in 1900
while looking for a horse that had strayed.

Each of the chambers in this cave has its own individual
wonders and curiosities. Nature has been extremely
generous with her handiwork and has adorned the walls
and ceilings of every chamber with fragile and fantastic
stalactites of every conceivable shape and variety. Massive
stalagmites, 30 feet and more in circumference, form ala-
baster pillars as if to support the arches high above.

The walls within the “Chamber of Mysteries” are
abundantly decorated with myriads of pure white stalac-
tites resembling coral and carvings of perfect craftsman-
ship. Graceful folded shawls, semi-transparent and with
vandyke edges, hang softly from the roof. .

The finest example of the shawl formations is known
as the “Arab’s Tent”. A beautiful folded shawl, striped
with delicately tinted bands of colour, hangs across the
entrance. The shape of the tent can be easily seen from
different angles and appears extremely real. Amid all this
magnificence one almost expects to see the shawl lift
and a sheik step forth in all the opulence of the East.

A short walk from the cave through a beautiful valley,
leads to the sea, where some of Australia’s finest surfing
combers 20 ft. high roll shorewards for up to 700 yards.

MAMMOTH CAVE

This cave, situated 14 miles south of
Margaret River and set in a very pictur-
esque karri country, has a most pleasant
approach and an easy, pleasing entrance.

Mammoth, so named because of its
majestic proportions and colossal forma-
tions, is by far the most interesting
cave from a fossil viewpoint.

It was discovered in 1894 and explored
by the late Tim Connelly who made the
first entry through a sink hole on the
western side of the main highway.

The beauty of Mammoth lies in its
impressive and chaotic grandeur, im-
parting a sense of the infinite. Of all
the caves, it is the most awe-inspiring.
It grips the imagination. Immense cham-
bers have lofty. domes and yawning
abysses. It is a great depth and has been
explored for a distance of three miles.

Colourful lighting— Lake Cave
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Zo.xi D) You are about to undertake a self-guided tour of the

““ii first cave in Australia to be equipped for this type of
L .. viewing. These preparations have been undertaken for
v'41 your convenience and enjoyment by the National Parks
‘1 | and Wildlife Service of N.S.W.

|/ GLORY ARCH WALK

| The walk to the cave entrance starts at the junction
of the Kiandra Road and the road to the Jersey and
s Jillabenan Caves (200 yards south of the Visitor
Centre) and leads through the now dry valley of
Rules Creek around precipitous limestone bluffs
to the Glory Arch.

This track is a remarkable piece of construction,
having been built by one man, Anthony Bradley
(who was a guide at the Caves) in 1907.

Illuminated signs|
explain features at other points of interest.

many thousands of years; once broken they are lost
forever. In order to maintain this cave for the enjoy-
ment of future visitors /T /S ESSENTIAL THAT
§ YOU REFRAIN FROM TOUCHING ANY OF THE
# CALCITE FORMATIONS. Both for your own safety
and the protection of the cave, PLEASE KEEP TO
THE WALKWAYS. Electrical cables and unstable,
 slippery rocks make areas off the walkways danger-
d ous. ANY PERSON FOUND OUTSIDE THE
% SAFETY FENCE WI/LL BE REMOVED FROM THE
| CAVE AND WILL BE LIABLE TO PROSECUTION.

v s hi)

u,\-:;l?.,
x[,(J.:'n‘ ; _,l‘\‘it".
e

NO SMOKING PLEASE: It is regretted that smoking
cannot be allowed as, in the confines of even this
large cave, it can be most unpleasant for other visitors

and the smoke, settling on formations, would in time|

discolour them.

CONDITIONS IN THE CAVE

MOISTURE: Caves are inclined to be damp, especial-|
ly in winter. In some places there may be water on|

the path and water frequently drips from the roof.
Sturdy footwear is recommended but special clothing
is not required.

LIGHTING: The cave is adequately lit by electricity—
visitors do not need torches. No coloured lights are
used so the colours you see are entirely natural.

TEMPERATURE: The temperature within the cave

is quite comfortable, being warmer than outside in
winter and cooler in summer. The average temperat-
ure in this cave is about 50°F.

LENGTH OF INSPECTION: The Glory Hole Cave
is approximately 1,000 feet in length but the inspect-
ion involves about 1,500 feet of pathway. There are
some 206 steps in the cave, as well as numerous in-
clined ramps. The overall change in height between
the entrance and exit is about 150 feet. About an
hour should be allowed for the inspection.

Sick, elderly or infirm persons are advised to visit
a less demanding cave such as the Jillabenan, if
possible.

o 0 )

We hope you enjoy your visit to the Glory Hole Cave—
should you have any questions please ask the Ranger
on duty in the Cave, or enquire at the Visitor Centre.

b

e
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SOME FACTS ABOUT THE GLORY HOLE CAVE

ESTIMATED AGE:

CAVE LENGTH:

PATH LENGTH:

\HIGHEST ROOF:

AXIMUM DEPTH

|\DISCOVERED:

FIRST GUIDE:

|FIRST SURVEY:

SELF-GUIDED
PRESENTATION :

. Published by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of N.S.W,
1971 .

|BELOW SURFACE:

50,000 years
1,080 feet
1,640 feet (3/10 mile)

180 feet (‘Grand Dome’)

¢.260 feet (‘Ice Age’)

John Bowman, 1834

\
James Murray, 1887 “
\
\
Oliver Trickett, 1899 4 The Glory Hole Cave
‘ 2 %"
\2 . ; ol he'
1968-1970 by National ‘t M — ".‘:': i ot display
Parks and Wildlife Service ‘{i ¥ aiviidsint ‘bl
\\‘/‘
\
\
\
I
]
[} To the Jersey and
: Jillabenan Caves
\

R eeX
sinkhole LR
Visitor

Centre offl]




APPENDIX M
PRESS CLIPPINGS — EXIT CAVE
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12 Australian QUIDOORS, September, 1959

A new cult is springing up

NCHING cautiously down the

steep, rock-strewn slope of the

cave, a party of speleos reached

the edge of an overhanging cliff.
They knew it dropped about 200 ft.
into the darkness. They had plumb-
ed it before and now, equipped with
ladders and ropes, were going to
attempt a descent. Their helmet
lamps, shining down into the void,
revealed a long, long drop and
sheer walls of dangerous, unstable
rock.

The ladder anchored securely, one
man tied on a safeline and, with
his companions belaying him, began
the descent. Slowly but confidently,
he stepped from rung to rung,
farther and farther down the void
until from above his companions
saw his helmet lamp become a tiny
bright speck, like a glow-worm shin-
ing in the bottom of a well-shaft.

The speleo’s booted feet left the
ladder rung and stepped on to the
rocks at the foot of the pitch. He
reckoned he’d come down about 200
ft. and that he was some 350 ft.
underground. Looking up, he could
just see his mates’ lights, like stars
moving high above him. He was
standing in a world which no human
being had ever trodden before. A
dark, humid, mud-smelling world, it
held an indescribable fascination for
him. He loved it. That is why he
was there. That is why his mates
were anxiously waiting for him to
signal them to come down.

There is no doubt that caves hold
a strange fascination for most of us.
Exploring them, you reach virgin
country, unknown territory where
you are an explorer and a pioneer.
But let’'s be honest, most of us
suffer from claustrophobia or aren’t
tough enough to spend hours crawl-

- ing through mud, dragging ourselves

over wet rocks, climbing up and
down ladders suspended in darkened
space! Cave exploration or speleology
demands more sacrifice than most
of us are prepared to make, but,
of course, it has many rewards,
many thrills.

It is a very young sport, and
there aren’t many  Australians
actively engaged in it. You might,
perhaps, find 200 or 300 speleos in
the whole nation. There is, how-
ever, at least cne club in every
State, and more people are joining
the speleo ranks every year. For-
tunately, we have a huge number
of caves and there’s no end to
adventure in underground Australia.

The technique is more or less
standardised. Conditions may vary
according to the terrain, but the
methods of cave exploration are
more or less the same everywhere.
There are two types of caves —
pot-holes and cave systems. The
former are generally narrow, steep
and entail free-ladder and rope
pitches, often in the way of water-
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in Australia — a cult of toughies who like wandering around in the maw of mother earth.

By HARRY FRAUCA

Hobart speleo David Elliott photographing formations in Hastings Cave.

chambers and passages and follow
— theoretically—a horizontal level.
Some have deep rivers, others con-
tain interesting rock formations,
others have a lot of mud in them.

The exploration of both pot-holes
and cave systems is generally quite
exhausting, and sometimes quite
dangerous, too. But “it’s all part
of the game” speleos say as they
gaily recount that time when a
mate had to be dragged out of a
pot-hole because he’d become com-
pletely and utterly exhausted. And
“it’s part of the game” too, to be
wet and covered in mud for hours
at a time.

Tasmania, last summer, was the
rendezvous of speleos from all parts
of our country. They held the
fraternity’s bi-annual meeting in the
island State between December 26
and January 20. Represented in
this meeting were the Tasmanian
Caverneering Club, Sydney Univer-
sity Speleological Society, Canberra
Speleological Society, Cave Explora-
tion Group, South Australia, Victoria
Cave Exploration Society, Snowy
Mountains Speleological Group and
two independent speleos from
Queensland.

Playing host, the Tasmanian
cavers showed the underground
“sights’’ to their mainland pals and
Tasmania—known for the beauty of
its bush and mountains — is now
known to a few mainland speleos
for the beauty of is underground
scenery. In this article Frank Brown,
a well-known and active caver, tells
OUTDOORS readers what Tasmania

has to offer in the way of caves.
Frank Brown speaking: ‘“We have
discovered and explored many caves
since we formed the Tasmanian
Caverneering Club back in 1946. But
there are hundreds of other un-
known caves in the State. Some
of those we know have very interest-
ing sights, others even have under-
ground rivers.
pot-holes offering many exciting
pitches. The main  difference
between Tasmanian and mainland

caverneering lies in the fact that .

our bush is extremely dense and
to reach a cave often entails long
and arduous scrub-bashing—carrying
the gear on your back, of cour
Frank told me about the Growling
Swallet, a famous pot-hole which

is reached from the township of -

Maydena, seven miles down . the
Australian Newsprint Mills’ logging
road where you take the over-
grown Karmburgh track into a
dense myrtle forest. A weary hour’s
walk (it can be a very wet walk)
brings you to the. entra.nce of the
Growling Swallet.

It was discovered by Frank
Brown’s father and some mates
back in 1913. Under Mr. Brown’s
directions, Frank ‘and his pals began
to search for the entrance of the
Growling Swallet in 1946.
them some time and a great deal

of bush-whacking in rain forest to

locate it.
In their first trip they penetrated
only about 200 ft. Their lights

shone on a rocky alope dropping
falls. Cave systems are formed by

We also have some.

It took -

precipitously in front of them. Then

they came to the lip of a cliff down
which tumbled a waterfall. The cliff
was overhanging.

“We plumbed for depth,” Frank
says, “by dropping stones and clock-
ing the time they took to hit
bottom. We reckoned the cliff was
about 45 ft. high, and as we needed
a ladder to negotiate it and had
none with us, we were forced to
go back.”

The next time, they packed in
ropes and a ladder. Made by them-
selves, the ladder consisted of dur-
alium rungs attached to cables
from aircraft control wires. A
ladder of this type, of 100 ft.
length, can be easily carried on top
of one’s pack.

They began the descent into the
Growling Swallet. “A stream flows
through it,” Frank says, “and its
deafening roar makes conversation
very difficulty. The floor is very
slippery too.”

They reached the lip of the
waterfall, anchored the ladder and
with a safeline round the waist,
the first man lowered himself down
the pitch.

“We assembled at the foot of the
waterfall,’ Frank says, “and went
on cautiously because the floor was
very steep and slippery and the
stream roared down into the dark-
ness. A descent of about 200 ft.
brought us to another obstacle.
Another cliff down which the
stream dropped in a waterfall. We
plumbed for depth and found it
was T0 ft. deep. We needed another

Australian OUTDOORS; September, 1959 13
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CULT OF THE CAVE

ladder to continue because the only
one we had was fixed to the first
waterfall, so, once again, we had
to retreat. It was quite a tough
day too—we spent about 10 hours
going up and down that pot-hole.
We saw no stalactite formations —
the rock there is very fossilised.”

In the third attempt, they got
down the second waterfall and found
they had reached the bottom of the
pot-hole. It is formed by a smallish
mud-walled chamber in which there
is a pool, and lies 560 ft. under-
ground — one of the deepest pot-
holes known in Australia up to
date.

“The exploration of the Growling
Swallet isn’t difficult,” Frank ex-
plained. ¢It makes an interesting
weekend trip. But it’s a very wet
trip because you actually have to
wade down and climb up a stream
and then there’re those two water-
falls which always seem to get into ;
the way of your ladder! The best b
seasons for tackling the Growling
Swallet are mid-winter and mid-
summer, the rest of the year the
place may be flooded on account of
the snow melting from the nearby
mountains.”

According to Brown another
interesting pot-hole is the Pillinger
near Maydena, accessible by way of
the Styx River Road. It was dis-
covered in 1948 and since then
several explorations have been done,

Frank Hasler of the Tasmanian Caverneering Club chimneying during
an underground exploration.

reaching a depth of 350 ft., though
the bottom may be some 200 ft.
farther down.

“It’s a pretty nasty place,” Frank
says. “It’s full of loose rocks,
narrow, steep passages and there’s
a crazy 180 ft. free-ladder pitch
which gives me the creeps. When
you are in the Pillinger you have
to talk in whispers and move very
carefully because you never know
what or when will set off a rock
fall. The rock of this particular
pot-hole is impregnated in water and
very loose. There’s no stream there,
in fact it’s the only pothole or cave

+ in Tasmania where I've been thirsty.
Most of them have more water than
you want for your comfort, but not
the Pillinger. Incidentally, the water
in Tasmanian caves is quite drink-
able.”

Talking about water, Frank told
me something about Ida Bay Cave

Stalactite and . which experiences periodical floods,
stalagmite formations the flood level reaching 50 ft. —
in Lynd's Cave, proved by ferns and other stuff
Mole Creek crea, deposited on the walls of the cave.

Ida Bay is Australia’s southern-
most cave system and is reached
by way of Lune River. A further
four miles down a railway track
brings you to a quarry where the

Tasmania.

14  Australian OUTDOORS, September, 1959
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CULT OF THE CAVES

(Continued from page 15)

Known since the early days, it
wasn’t explored until 1949 and was
named after Coleridge’s poem, “Kubla
Kahn”.

About this cave, Frank says.
“First, you have to go down a very
steep slope, the floor of a great
chamber. The slope is littered with
logs and tree-limbs. Once the far-
mer who owns the property in which
Kubla Khan lies, thought he might
be able to get into the cave by
felling a big tree through the
entrance. So he fell the tree but
it went crashing down into the cave
and didn’t help him at all.

“After the first slope, you come
to a 30 ft. pitch which has to be
negotiated by means of a rope.
Then comes a 45 ft. ladder pitch,
and after this you find yourself at
the top of the first big chamber—
this is about 180 ft. long and 100
ft. wide at its widest, and its bottom
is about 200 ft. underground. From
here, a 40 ft. rope pitch leads down
to the beginning of the Alph River.

“The Alph flows through a narrow
canyon, the height of the -ceiling
varying from 15 ft. to 40 ft. and
the width can be spanned with out-
stretched arms in many places.
Some pools in the river are as
deep as 15 ft., so wading through
them is out,” Frank explains.

-

Lecding  Tasmanian speleo  Frank Brown
emerges from o muddy squeeze hole.

In 1957, Hobart speleos made an
attempt to negotiate the Alph with
two rubber dinghies. They were
packed down into the cave, pumped
up, and then Dick Dowden and Alber:
Goede set off on an exciting voyage
down the dark, mysterious water-
course. Keeping their craft in mid-
stream Dby pushing with their hands
against the canyon walls, they
floated down, their lights piercing
the darkness ahead. They found
that the river is formed by a series
of pools linked together by rapids.
At the end of each pool the rubber
dinghies had to be hauled out of
the water and carried down the
rapids. But their trip wasn’t a long
one. Some 400 yards from their
starting point, Dowden and Goede
came to a rock wall rising in front
of them, while the Alph disappeared
underneath the - rock. The two
speleos were forced to retreat.

“That’s as far as weve ever got
in that direction,” Frank says. “It’s
really frustrating because in the
obstructing rock wall there is a
squeeze hole about 10-12 inches wide
and four or five feet deep. Looking
through it, your light reveals the
Alph River flowing on the other
side. If we could only get through
that hole, we’d be able to continue
exploring the river course.”

Frank explains that the most
remarkable features of Kubla Khan

are the terraces on the floor of the-

second big chamber. The amber-
coloured floor slopes down in a 200
ft. staircase. In each step there’s
a pool of water, some of them five
ft. deep.

Another curious feature of Kubla

Khan and one which will interest

many OUTDOORS readers is the
fact that one trout, about eight
inches long, was found in the Alph
River last summer! >

In the Mole Creek area are found
many other cave systems, some of
them explored, others untouched.

- Frank told me about the Honey-

comb, a hill literally pitted with
caves. Already, seven different
entrances have been discovered as
well as innumerable passages.
Exploration of the Honeycomb
entails wading through many creeks
and lots of mud.

In the same area there is also
Lynd’s Cave, which was discovered
and explored in 1948. “It’s rather
difficult to find, though,” Frank says,
“pecause the entrance lies at the
foet of a cliff on the bank of the
Mersey River and can’t be seen
until -you get to it. You enter
Lynd’s Cave by way of a crack
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’}g. Daring Tasmanian cavemen pioneer

HEN
tourists in  Tas-

w mania 50 years

hence take a comfortable
look at the vast and wonder-
ful caves that honeycomb the
small island State, they prob-
ably won't realise the tough
job being done by today’s
pioneer explorers of the un-
derground beauty spots.

Several of the caves and a
number of what are called pot-
holers are already begi
to attract tourist attention. In
one of these, called the Growl-
ing Swallet, cave explorers
have descended the record
Australian depth of 600ft.

In explorations over the last
decade, parties have descended
two other underground forma-
tions, they
believe is certain to become a
favourite tourist attraction in
years to come. This one is
called Exit Cave and is about
120 miles south of Hobart.
The other, a Hothole forma-
tion, is at Pillinger's Creek,
about 50 miles west of Hobart.

Exit Cave possesses a mag-
nificent glow-worm  display
and lovely rock formations.
The Pillinger’s Creek forma-
tion is essentially a shaft which
would entail difficult climbing
pitches and ladder work hardly
likely to appeal to tourists. It
has not been fully explored,
however, and may yet reveal
unexpected beauties that could
be developed.

Both Pillinger’s Creek pot-
hole and Exit Cave are, at this
stage, very difficult to reach.

sightseeing

fresh tourist attractions

By HARRY FRAUCA

Since 1948 several i
of cavers had plodded through
the rain forests in the Tyena
Range to explore the pothole.
The 1948 party included
Hobart cavers Frank Brown,
David Elliott and Doug Steen.

Brown says, “We were
poorly equipped then because
we had little experience. We

had formed our club only two

] years before. We carried a

100ft hemp rope and a 50ft
rope ladder.” (Most ladders
today are steel wire with dura-
lium rungs, averaging 30ft in
length and weighing about
24lb. The sections can be
joined together. Nylon ropes
have replaced the hemp ones;
they weigh only 4lb and cost
about £10.)

Before entering the shaft,
each man donned a boiler suit
worn inside out so that pockets
and buttons would not mlgh on
projections, a helmet with a
battery-powered miner’s lamp
attached to it, some candle
stubs and matches in case of
light failure, and a few iron
rations.

OON after enter-

ing the pot-

hole, they moved down a steep
corridor floored with loose
stones or scree until the leader
came suddenly on a gaping
hole in the passage floor. It
opened into a semaing;y
bottomless pit. The party by-
passed this hole, but 80ft fur-
ther on came on an even more
fearsome shaft. :

Their lights shone on sheer
walls disappearing into empty

darkness, One of the men
dropped a rock into the shaft
while another man clocked the
seconds it took to hit bottom.
It was calculated that the shaft
was 175ft deep.  As the party
had only 50ft of ladder they
postponed their exploration,

What impressed them most
on the 1948 trip was the un-
stable, crumbling nature of the

The passage walls and
the screes were like shifting
sands, always ready to move
and the threat of avalanches
was constant.

Besides these hazards, the
low temperature and high
humidity below ground almost
numbed their legs and arms.

In 1950, Brown and Elliott
returned to Pillinger’s Creek
with another party. This time
they had a 150ft steel-wire

parties ladder with duralium rungs, a

50ft rope ladder and a 300ft
hemp rope.

They went into the pothole
carrying a stout 5ft long sap-
ling with them. On reaching
the lip of the 175ft shaft, the
sapling was wedged into the
rocks to serve as a belay for

the ladders.

ROWN  says

ladder climb-
ing techniques are standard
throughout the world and are
divided' into contact and free
ladder. The first can be nego-
tiated by almost anyone since
the ladder touches the wall and
cannot swing, but free ladder
requires much practice,

“If you don’t know the tech-
nique you'll swing around and
around or finish by hangin
upside down from the ladder,
Brown says, “but in our
expeditions even the veterans
are made to put on a safeline
when negotiating ladders. With
a safeline on, if you come off
the ladder you'll be held up
from above. The first man up
or the last man down has no
safeline to protect him, so he
must be the strongest climber

in the party.”
this trip,

Elliott tied on
a safeline and began the de-
scent of the shaft. About 180ft
down, Elliott’s booted feet hit
the sharp-pointed top of a
huge boulder—since called
Devil's Spear—that rises 20ft
from the bottom of the- shaft.
At the bottom of the shaft
he stepped off the ladder and
began exploring his surround-
ing. Suddenly from the
bottom came Elliott's voice.
“Bring me a light. I've broken
my lamp,” he shouted.
Peering over the brink of
the chasm the other members
of the party waiting above saw
the glimmer of a candle stub
which Elliott lit to replace the
helmet light which he’d smash-
ed accidentally as he
scrambled around the shaft
bottom. X
Brown tied on a safeline and
taking a spare light, descended
the shaft, a procedure which,
he says, was wrong on his g:e;t
n

The light should have
lowered on a .
“ELLIOTT and I
were the most
experienced cavers in the
party, so I should have stayed
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with the others. But we didn’t
yet know all the safety rules.
That day taught us many
things,” he says.

Exploring the bottom of the
shaft, he and Elliott found it
was a chaotic collection of
loose rock and boulders em-
bedded in mud walls, These
rocks adhered to the mud so
precariously that they could
have come off with the rever-
beration of the cavers’ voices.

They found a passage lead-
ing to the mouth of another
shaft but they could not de-
scend this as they had no more
rope or ladder. At this point,

calculated they were
about 300ft under ground level
and decided it was time to
retreat.
_ Elliott climbed up the ladder
in the shaft as Brown stood at
the foot of Devil's Spear
watching his  companion’s
ascent, Elliott was reaching the
top of the shaft when suddenly
he yelled “look out.” The next
moment Brown saw Elliott’s
h&llrn;, the milner's lamp on it
s owing, plummeting down
the shaft. He ducked, but too
late. The helmet struck him a
stunning blow on his back,
which nearly knocked him out.
ROWN’S misfor-
*  tunes did not
end with that mishap. He
found that when climbing up
the ladder in the shaft, the
sleeves of his boiler suit, which
were buttoned at the cuffs,
slipped down from the wrists
on to his forearms, tightening
and cutting off circulation.

Soon his arms became para-
lysed by painful cramps and
he felt he was losing his grip
on the ladder. He had to call

to his commmm to haul him
up the I J

Since that day the , Hobart
cavers have always unbuttoned
the cuffs of their boiler suits
before climbing a ladder,

Several other explorations of
Pillinger’s Creek have been
made since those two pioneer-
ing trips. Two other alternate
and easier shafts were dis-
covered leading down to
Devil's Spear so that the :gec-
tacular but dangerous ladder
descent is now unnecessary.

Early this year, another

Page 54 PEOPLE
September 14, 1960




[This article has been rearranged and
reformatted to fit these pages]
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The Huon News — — — Novémber 10, 1967

COUNCIL SUPPORT | Council Says Forestry
REQUEST FOR lInterested in Cockle Ck.Road

Feb. RESERVE THE Esperance Council have informed the Forestry Commission
(972 that, in the Council’s opinion, it is to the interest of the CQI\‘IMIS-'
sion that the Cockle Creek Road be kept in repair.

The Tasmanian Cav-| Access, at present, is that,,  Possibl :
aneering Club has in-|by two miles of rough | At the October meeting|ed the Huon News fod plutynn:d“c . ol of
formed the Esperance |and wet track from t%le of the Esperance Council |in addition ‘to 10 thmue o in,” gemn
Council that a submis- | Forestry Road which | s letter. was tebled from |snacks. 6-8 oars visited ty 18 rich I o

sion in respect of the|extends to th Chidf Forestry Com-| Recherche each 4y |stones and has become
desirability of proclalm. | casteaux var.D’Engﬁ miasioner (Mr A. Orane) | winist he was there and |very popular with the La-
ing a Reserve in the|party were greatly im- | offering the se of & road|1i fishing boats shelter:d | pidarists Clb, both salong:
Marble Hill area be-|pressed with the at- | grader at & cost of $§ an|in the Bay,/The week be-
t\yeen the Lune and thejtractions of the . Exit | hour if the Cobncll would | fore when he was down
D’Entrecasteaux Rivers, | Cave. y provide &  driver, for|eighy ahrs and two.lorries
had been presented to| . At their last meet- | maintenance work on the|came through. One oar
the Director of Parks &|ing, the Council decid- | Ontamaran Road. pulled up with its nose in
Wildlife (Mr Murrell). |ed to write to Mr Mar- | or. D» seid | the scrub across Oockle
The area proposed as|rell, strongly supp: that ke thought the pre- | Créek Bridge snd the c.g;
a reserve extends from|the Cavaneering Olu pooals by ‘the ‘Werestry | VoT  asked “Is_ i the
the Mystery Cave, near | submission and the re~ | Comamission did net-teke| TSIt rand o Eort DHes

3
:
§
8

the Ida Bay Limestone|quest that the Marble | into seopunt the ~fect

Quarries to the Exit! N Cgave Reserv Forestry . ‘ )
Cave, near the D’Entre- | quested, be pmém vehiolos were. ampng thel 4 isjle or more below
aix River. Mem- prineiple weetg-of Aol ron, railway crossing
bers of the Cavaneering Catamarin Resd. The| " o0 “ratalied, forestry
Club have now surveyed oonts witre et WRBIN] ooy 1 liis ot to the right
about 10 miles of the the - capacity ; -of ‘”mm«mrﬂrl&
cave,system which ranks Counell which had owly| i, Oockie Oreek Road.
ninth among the worlds 9200 & year fo sPInd 0B | potween the Half - Way
t caves, the voad. Oreek and the D'entrecas-
In February 1971, Es- He.mooved, snd it wiis|tean River there.is & dol-
perance Councillors & deciand. to intorm the| eritic dyke which pushed
other interested people Commitasion of ths Conn« | ip from deep under. way
were conducted on. a oil’s opiiion that the For- | Back in the times. when
tour of the Exit Cave ostry. Oommniesion had & | woloanoes and lava flovs
by the Superintendant nterial - Indetest i the [ ware thy order of the day
of the Hastings Caves watnisnance of ‘the: Cu- | in Tummania. The picture-
(Mr Ray Skinner). ckl¢-Croek Boad, | e dnd meged sided-of
oy Talter e Cocke te  dyke e:;!&"‘ﬂl

| THE MERCURY, SATURDAY, 26/12/1964—3

TASMANIA'S CAVES ATTRACT
INTERSTATE ENTHUSIASTS

;I;‘AS'NU:«NIA'S caves again have attracted parties from other States as well as local caverneering en-
usiasts.

Parties of . caverneersthrough thick scrub to seeihave two parties who will] Specimens, which are
from New South Wales have g:wuve s fine - displdy. of|travel by boat to-the river;g hoped will include the bones

invaded the State to explore worms. upper reaches in search of |5t mummg ‘the.
and search for caves. | The cave fs sald 1o have caves and take photographs |, pian e:'.a:?uthbee '1::
A seven-man party from|we: in  Avstralls '.,,‘ “The Tasmanian Cavern- lected and sent to -experts.
Ganberra will go to Exit "'?m."';""'uém"' River il B e ares |cavernesring.club has beon
ve, Dear Bay, e Jof caves to add to the tour- |training boy scouts and
ist attractions of the river.|New Town High School

boys in the Duke of Edin-
The club has a tﬁf gx burgh award and it is hoped

o to interest more boys in. the
. projects. thirills of caverneering.

The main party will havel
its headquarters  at Mole|

Record descent into cave|c<""""" = ™

, , : several
TEN members of the Tasmanian Covcrncemg Club set a new Australian wcgyee:‘ggﬁ;cmgl

depth record of 720ft. on Saturday. = 1967 of .two underground rivers,:
and collect apiders lnd;
glow worms. i

The record was made settlement of Lune River drop, took 6% hours
by linking a recently dis- in Southern Tasmania. Two way radios were
covered system of verti- The record was set by used to keep the explor-
cal shafts with a large club members Allan ers in touch with the
cave system Kknown as Keller and John Mar- surface party
Exit Cave shall, with the other The record breaks a

P ight forming two sup- 10%2-vear mark of 560ft

The system is In ;;m parties 5 . set by the club in the
Marble Hill, four miles The descent, which in Florentine Valley to the
south-west of the small cluded a 350ft. vertical west of Maydena
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The Huon News, Thursday, January 20, 1972—Page 3.

THE Tasmanian Caverneering Club have approached the Director
of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (Mr P. Murrell) to urge
the declaration of a reserve for the protection of caves within Mar-

ble Hill at 1da Bay near Lune River.

The Club is in process
of preparing g detailed
submission in this res-
pect. The following de-
tails are from that sub-
mission.

The -area which  the
club believes should be
protected contains two
major caves.

Mystery Cave is, at
present, Australia’s 4th
deepest at 665 feet.

Exit Cave is by a large
margin Australia’s
Jongest and largest
cave with 10 miles of
known  passages—and
much exploration still
to be done.

Exits Cave's connec-
tion to ‘Mini Martin’
gives the system g total
depth of 720 ft., making
it the 3rd deepest in
Australia.

The club’s concern
will centre mainly on
the need to protect
Exit Cave; although
many of the arguments
also apply to Mystery
Creek Cave.

There are many
economic and scientific
reasons why the Ida Bay
Caves should be conser-
ved. Exit Cave offers
excellent prospects for
tourist development. It
would be completely
unlike any other tourist
cave in Australia. Apart
from spectacular
scenery the cave offers
many features of out-
standing interest both
in geological and botan-
ical fields,

It could become a
major research and ed-
ucational centre. This
approach to cave devel-
opment is already being
tried with considerable
success in the Nara-
courte Caves in South
Australia.

Exit Cave is quite
different from the New-
degate Tourist Cave., It
has a very impressive
glow-worm display con-

fineq to the first quarter
mile of passages. The
display consists of con-
centrations of luminous
larvae of the fly Arach-
nocampa Tasmaniensis,
which is closely related
to the New Zealand
species responsible for
the famous glow-worm
displays at Waitomo.
Explorers who have
seen both Exit and Wai-
tomo Caves say that the
display at Exit rivals
that at Waitomo.
Also of interest to
visitors are the enor-
mous dimensions of the
river chambers angd the

active underground
stream.
Unusual and spec-

tacular formations are
found in upper levels
not far from the en-
trance. This includes
spectacular columns,
stalactites and stalag-
mites and unusual for-
mations of ‘mondmilch’
a spongy variety of cal-

cium carbonate, pro-
bably due to Dbacterial
activity.

BIOLOGICAL
FEATURES

Biological interest in
the Mystery Creek and
Exit Caves is associated
with  their history,
which has been
long enough for the de-
velopment of a unique

fauna including true
cave species (froglo-
bites)

And, although the Ida
Bay Caves are close to
the Hastings Caves, the
two have always been
isolated from each
other and have develop-
ed in different rock
types.

The caves at Ida Bay
occur in Ordovician
limestone, while those at
Hastings are found in
Precambrian dolomite.
Consequently, like two
islands close together,
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vet isolated from each
other, the two areas
have developed quite
distinct troglobitis
faunas.

The most outstanding
recent discovery in the
Mystery & Exit Caves
has been a completely
eyeless cave beetle —the
only one in Australia—
and a new species be-
longing to the cave
genus ‘Goedetrechus’
which appears to be
scarce and confined to
Exit Cave.

Another cave beetle
also confined to the Ida
Bay area is the well
known ‘Idacarabus
Troglodytes’ described
by A. M. Lea in 1910 &
for many years Aus-
tralia’s only known
troglobitic species.

In Australia, cave a-
dapted beetles are con-
fined to Tasmania
where six species have
been recorded. Of these
two are confined to the
Marble Hill area at Ida
Bay.
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THE MERCURY, THURSDAY, 30/11/1861—7

"Missing”
caverneers

asleep —
unworried

FOUR young people,

considered overdue

on a caverneering trip to Exit Cave near
Catamaran, were found asleep early

yesterday morning
aware that concern
them.

They are Elizabeth Mec-
Intyre (30), of Jane Prank-
lin Hall, who is from Row-
ella, West Tamar; John
Fairhal] (19), of Berriedaie
Rd., Berriedals; _Michael
Douglas (19). of York 8t.,
Bellerive; and Stephen
Mack (19), of Mawhera
Ave.. Lower Sandy Bay.

All are students st the
University of Tasmania and
they left Hobart on Satur-
‘day to explore the cave and
its noted glow-worm display.

When the partv had not
returned to Hobart on Mon-
dav night, the club became
concerned, believing they
had intended returning
then

— completely un-
had been felt for

The manager of the Aus-
tralian Carbide Co. Quarries
(Mr. Donnelly), who had
met the party on Saturday.
had informed the police
when he did not see them
on the return journsy on
Momlw.mllma investig

A pre rv investiga-
tion was organised bv the
Caverneering Club on Tues-
day night.

Messrs, Albert Goede and
William were
driven by Mr. Prank Brcwn
about 60 miles south-west
irom Hobart to Cstamaran,
then taken about eight

miles to g limestone
qusrry omn company'’s
aailway.

2—THE MERCURY, WEDNESDAY, 29/11/1961

)
]
I
[}

Thev left Hobart on Sat-

and were due back on Mon-
day_ night.
They are members of the

) nlan
IC!% they
en had not re-
furned last night a small
gnv from the club left
obart 0 make prelimin-
investigations ‘o see if
was necessary to send a
qg-:’cuc search and rescue
ad,
The Exit Cave is about 12

from Catamaran, in
. m:?wmm part of

urday morning in a utility.| it te

Caverneering| inaccessi

CAVERNEER CLUB
PARTY OVERDUE

TWO voung men and a young woman are
o‘verdue from a caverneering trip to Exit
Cave at the Lune River, about 66 miles
south-west of Hobart.

by manv whe have seen
have the finest dis-

Por the weekend party, it
was & l4-mile f" rom
thetr utllity  throvgn top

h
scrub, which has caused the
walk to be
“Kokoda known as the

It is comsidered pessidle

that the three missing

mle.mv have been de-

y lesing their

e i area. hind

v are squipped

and are experienced in such
conditions,

“No date set”

The four suldents were
found asleen in a hut there.
They said that they had
set no specific day for their
return, intending to come
back any dav from Mon-
dav until the end of the
week, and explained this to
friends.

‘The party was wel] sup-
plied with food and equip-
ment.

The two groups lef* the
area tlogether soon after-
wards and arrived back in
Hobary  later  yesterday
motn

ng.

The Tasmanian Caverd
neering Club acted on r
standing rule to investigate
after a party is 34 hours
overdue.

A spekesman sald yes-
terday it was the frst
alert In the eclub's 1S
years existence. - :

The four young people
inspected Exit Cave on Sun-|
day and Nondx. sleeping|
in the bush ou .

They believe they were
the first peeple to enler
one section of the eave—
several hundred yards
past a point deseribed (o
them as the previews
lmit.

‘They had hoped ta fnd
whether the Exit Cave joins
up underground with the
Entrance Cave.

They found a series of
narrow tunnels, rock climbs
and other obstacles ano

turned back.

Great Caved of
the World

l
AFTER the meeting of Esperance Council
on February 28th, the Superintendent of
Hastings Caves gave a talk, illustrated by
films and slides, on cave
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T4—THE MERCURY, THURSDAY, 28-6-1973

EXPLORING THE
HUGE EXIT CAVE

EXIT CAVE, south of Ida Bay, is one
of the longest caves in Australia, with
more than 10 miles of known pas-
sages.

It is a horizontal stream cave formed by
the cutting action of two waterways, D'Entre-
casteaux River and Mystery Creek.

The cave is a challenge even for exper-
ienced caverneers. Three who took up the
challenge recently were Sydney visitor
Noelen Silvester, Andrew Skinner, and
photographer Richard Bennett.

® RIGHT: One of the
party’s camps. They
stayed underground for
three

light penetrates.
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APPENDIX N
PRESS CLIPPINGS — CAVE TOURISM

Page 8—Tpsmanian Motor News, November, 1971

A DAY TRIP INTO WONDERLAND

Beauty in the heart of a

Perfect
spot for
a picnic

A SRVAN setting for
one of Tasmunia’s mest

S -
>
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~ hill

ent whe has cellected
[ . o

ONE of the mest
pleasant day

from Hobart at this
time of the yeer is
fo Southport, the
State’s  southern-
most fown.

But Southport itself
not the main attraction of
this tour.

The “bonus” if a M«
alle mulx:‘d {mr):mey ﬂ

e ma way
Hastings and its thermal
pool and caves.

The route south s the
familiar one on the Huon
Highway (o

ton, Surges Bay, Glende-
vie, Dover, and Strath-
blane.

The whole route (o
Southport is sealed and,
although care is necessary
on the many bends in the
highway, there are no real
problems for the cautious
driver,




Tuwonton Moter News. November, 1971— Page 9

HASTINGS CAVES AND THERMAL

® From Page 8. Thepoolisfedbyamb. R eontainss

The walls and sur. Cimens, the
rounds are concrete, but seeing. . mm‘%{ T or
the bottom is muddy. “Mhmehum for from the parking area at .
- A special section is ro. 8dmisslon, but donations iC CAe PRUCEE BER O 1t ts essential that flat-
rvec for small chidren. (SRS BROME 10 100 0O Lgvebirds have been re- Leci, Shoet bo won in th
There is no charge for "‘:{, Jeased in this ares -
R R UE e ey Ca, LIRS T e G
nulauetc. are avallable discovered in 1917 by tim- A service is
from the chalet. Fin.
it TS b -
s
wuumror to any in Al the entrance to the track The caves are well Mit,
The entrance
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THE MERCUXY, WEDNESDAY, ® Enlering the caves is 1it
ste) into _ aneth
, an undergroun
fairyland lighted te obtal
the Tretesque shapes of th
ue pes
mineral formations.

SEPTEMBER 11, 1957,

'llﬁprovements At
Marakoopa Caves

(Mr, Neilson) hag advised Mr.
Best, M.H.A., that a number of
improvements are being carried
out at the Marakoopa Caves, in
‘the Mole Creek disirict.

The work consists of the
clearing of a picnic ground, the
bujlding of a new bridge over &
creek, and several other meas-
ures designed to improve the

ance of the grounds near
. entrance to the caves.
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T HIURRPACESHABOUTY

RN B oF LRI TT P ' > | y ?"
"UURING WITH THE kK4
“OURING WITH THE R

CAVE VISIT IDEALE
o

“TASMANIA- has some magnificent caves within an easy day's
‘deive from the main centres of population, and o visit to one
of these notural wonders could be a highlight ot Spring and Sum-

¥ o

AN

w-OMlﬂ. ‘.’“mmdh Amenities and conveni
- V read are in peor condition | ences at and near the cave,
mﬁm“uwcmummmummmwm.w
Plaing' offer the lourist a|be allowed for the jewrney. |park, picnic tables, and a
chance 10 explore these| The comducted tour takes |chalet where meals are
setwral phessmens in [obout 48 minutes, during |available.
safety and at little cost. which the guide describes| The Marakoopa m'.“
thmmﬂnlmmom”mu“:e'ﬁﬂMM
mmwnm“m“mm;ﬂ”ﬁ"&m
potent. guide. Charges for | Sometns e tawe | road are rough but should

are - | old. . mdel«mm
BRSSP e i i

0 3 .
*mu*ﬁ:‘.uzm-mmmvu -
Wosmvile end Goave- | especially enthalling. AMPLE PARKING SPACE
Marakeospa

cave ls|mations from five platforms | fers can oblain information
i ) !"'nnlylm:mb:‘nduplagm ,mmmﬂ..:md:
THE MERCURY, TUESDAY, 5/1/1968—18 markable

flces ot
toilet | Devenpert, and Burnie,

, Fire Closes
Caves , Conveniences include ares, be contained in a series of

‘ T . clean toilets, tables, chairs, mmawmklayummm'uo
| emporanly | ‘and hut with a fireplace for | very ot each cave, and visi- | tor News .
_ Hastings Caves will be :glrlh. m‘“ ’

. clesed for at least twe days ' v

| t@ permit renairs following . 1 The .tour of M""

Mahting st yesiordry | 'hour. and that of King

3

aftermeen. ! .Solomon’s cave about 4.

l.ou.l:lnst s:‘omm action of a: ' minutes, .

' ver prevented the' ' Gunns Caves

af'"f:“;,’:';t serious damage, uIM about 16 mmh:m Uk

b p driver, .;mvlg"‘fdcgv: The &nﬁl: tour takes

Ploneer ‘Tour "
Eeed o o i e s B S i

shed of the caves. It had’
from the plant’s gen."
mwl'-dad he :u‘ ;blc to
preven| spread wit.
'luntuhher.” afre

*Repairs, however, will*oc-
cul:.ny .nvt lc-:,tl go days, and
Caves w cM ‘.
that time. dur
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Galaxy of Lmestone caves
in Mole Creek district
is unequalled in the world

By T. W.

Flowers

NOWHERE in the world can be found a galaxy of caves to equal those in the Mole Creek
arca, but the main drawback to tourist development is the abominable roads for which every
Government department refuses to accept responsibility.

rwmm
.’;'\ i

(

)

~

Th Pg;i'odonno on& Child
stalagmite in the Mara-
koopa Cave.

Mole Creck, with a population
of around , covering an area
of not much more than 10,000
acres, nestles under the Western
Ticrs, and Mt Roland.

It is over a centua' since the
{irst settlers — the Howes and
Walters familics — came to the
district. Much of the area was
owned by the late Henr‘vReed
who had the well-known Wesley
Dale cstate at Chudleigh,

The land was dered og
little value and poor quality, an
was used as Winter run for stock
when Wesley Dale was too wet.

oved By the murotfiocnt daiy
ro y cen ry
f.m., that no.:a‘e‘x'lst in the
area, the secrct being the elny
subsoll and the natural lime-
stoge deposits,

Mole Creek gets fts name from
the large stream which emerges
from underground some three
miles south of the township, and
as the enrln‘ml;rants were of
British origin they reckoned that
it put them in mind of a mole
hole found in British streams,

30 reek has & name that
has stuck for more than 100 years,
Almost the entire ares is -
rock in the outcrops.
A Government survey some
{eau ago revealed that seme of
he areas of limestone were the
richest in the werld, but so far
:o mining of the stone has been

40 charted

Where you find limestone in
areas 3o Jarge as Mole Creek, you
find those natural phenomena —

caves,
©  More than 40 have been in-

spected and charted by the Tas-
manian c.ven‘:ﬁrla,ycm% and
many more ¢o opened u;
wih 8 Uil otk ecn ar,

ones are,
Marakoopa, pK Bolomon.-n
Croesus, Honeycomb, Lynds, Dia-

mond, S8oda Creck, Union, Ash-
down, Kitchen, Wombat, Bald-
ocks, Prohibition, Flowerpot,
Waterworks, Scotts, Westmore-
land, Howes, Kubla Khan, and
Mersey Hill,

The first cave to be commer-
:l:\llsed wads 1988 Solomu:l;
ound aroun a
splitter named l'oaeh{n. pa

This cave is unique in that no
strcam flows through it, and it

situated on a high rocky out-
crop,

“}\%ceu originally was down a
401t ladder and only the p{oun:
:ﬂd buﬂc would attem the

mb,

Illumination In those days was
b{ scetylene gas, and the action
of the gas aimost turncd the
entire caves into a blackened
mass,

Under cli¢f

The present entrance to King
Solomon was put through by
Mr W, Marchant and Mr Jabcz
Byard in the late 1930's and the
cave is now very ecasy to ex-
plore,

Marakoopa, some five miles to
the south-east at Mayberry, is
larger than King R
is considered the better of the

two.

Several of its fealures are
unique; its giow worms are not
found anywhere else,

was originally found
and explored Ig the brothers
Harold and Jim Byard, who were
%red from boyhood in the dis-

One day while hunting wal-
Jaby they decided to follow the
creek and find out where it
came u{mm After beating their
way through almost impenetrable
scrub for about a mile, they
found out

that the creek gushed
from under a limestone cliff.

Next day they returned with
candles, and at once realised they
had discovered something of im-
portance. They got in touch with

the Lands and Surveys Depart-
ment and took up 20 acres which
included the cave. :

They then cut a track, remov-
ed rock, and opencd the cave
around 1912, Many thousands vis-
ited the cave and it became world
famous,

The cave was sold to the Tour-
fst Department after the First
World War,

Immense

Moncy has been spent inside
the caves on improving tracks but
& large part has not yet been
opened to the public.

The Croesus Cave could almost
be called one of the seven won-
ders of the world. Werds are in-
adequate to deseribe the spectac-
ular beauty in the Immense cav-
erus, some of which would hold
fair-sixed bufldings.

square yard is adorned
wlMucum and stalagmites,

‘the colouring ©8 hrough
every colour, and huge shawls

irom the root almost
every colour.

m'f'la::r in most areas is eov;
ered & daszling maze o
Brows. beckeroung, TCiakes soark
. €3 t
four hours (o inspect. abou

uu\a approaches have been
made to the Government to open
this cave to the public, but the
answers are uma the same:
,“Too big.,” and “We have two
others that are open.”

Neglect
Som , H
of Mol: yce:e?k.“:hourlncl cn&'l‘ley'

bullt the staircases in Ha
Cave, submitted a
miniature rajlwa

Croesus, but t.hlz
backing.

stings
plan for a
system for
received no

If the Government is not In-
terested™ opening Croesus, it
::ould let private enterprise do
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Added proof of the neglect of
the Tourist rtment was seen
when it bought Baldocks Cave

many ago from the late Mr
Bert dnrtln.

This cave, although small, had
some very fine features and was




22__THE MERCURY, WEDNESDAY, 231,

1963

INQUIRY INTO
INCIDENCE Of
GLOW WORMS|

THE MERCURY, SATURDAY, 1/10/1960 -5

MINISTER TO GO ON CAVE
EXPLORING EXPEDITION

MEMBERS of the Tasmanian Caverncering Club will take the Min-
ister for Tourists (Mr. Atkins) on a cave exploring expedition
this weckend.

INVEST o The party wll nwestieate|more than L oploed|the | Boenery” resrvation
asus Cave at Mo reek.land only partiallv exp .|the ry
the ¢S‘ 'G'AT"O":S are to be‘mode to ascerton on Lhe North-West Coast. Among equipment to be.Board, which has given
xient of glow worms in the Marakzope Creasus Cave Is on the re-|CArTied by the party s -Ipmnunon for the expedi-
Coves. cenitly-deve Mersey dinghy. tion.
The Liints . XEL‘S'M by the Yazman: oy 'l‘:.u“ ried
e Alionisier jor £ i P . ve azman-| cromn 8 e water-
(Nr. Atkms) ‘;m“ur;.sn.:;;?u continue nier tie sovt  fan Caverneering Club section of the cave, mere
Marakoupa Caves. at Mlole months. ard i e - .. It is recognized by cav-| than 0t deep in parts.
Creek foliowing ieports byjP!aY Proved o be rorv. 1, ~ BITEETs as Olie of the finest, Txo members of the
the guice that giow wormsk ¢3(:Mates for coa's Ing ry'. COVES in A lis, MnllTnmnnlan Government
hai been observeq over aj Y3 and bridgiiz an.d be Tourist Bureau. Mr P,
period in a chsmber of the . Southey and Mr. C. Haley,
cave 130ft. off oue of the Mr. Atkins «aid that » will make the trip Lo inves-
pathways. -] glow worm chamber in a2 ticate the teurist possibili
* Mr. Atkins sald that | Tismanian cave mould bo tien of the cave.
altheugh a few glaw{ 20 outstanding  tourist Camera men from the
worms could be seen en | DIEhHEBL 23 had heen Tarmanian Government
eccasions in the lighted | PFOVcd by the warid-«-de Piim Unit will film parts of
sections. thelr appearauce publicity given tne the d-acent for lourist pro-
was mestly spasmedic, Waitome glow werm cave motion work.
and eccurred usually after In New Zealand.
heavy raln, parl:d Mku:;. was  secome
The chamber where .Uty on vistt by M:.
mmm ve every in.| Bartard,. MHR, ard the THE MERCURY, TUESDAY., 4.10.1960—S
dletion Ty a5 Vouial iector of the Tours Do
“Reguiar _oheervation, P22 (M5 Basselh CAVE TRIP WAS
MEMBERS of the Tosmonian Caverneering Club
wers impressed by the way the Minister for Tour-
ists (Mr. Atkins) and two tourist leaders “rough-
od it” in the Croesus cave in the North-West at
the weekend.
An official of the club the shawls — llke hanging
said this ‘yesterday, report-|blankets.
ing on the trin by clud| Memoers put ta Mr.
members, the Minister, and|Atkins their proposal  thmt
Tourlst Bureau officers.[an electric traln be used to
Messrs. P. Southey and C.[take tourists Into what was
Haley, of Hobart, a very Jevel cave.
THEL A o T T
N . = a a on Saturday, he|overnight at Mole
THE MERCURY, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 1957, sald, and on Sunday inspected
They had been under- Maraknopa cave ap. Mole
Creek, which is alresdy a
m‘ for some five
with discomforts tourist x&nelkm.
R 28 s, e | coberin 1 hes g
5. n
waters sbove (heir knees posal, the spokesman sald,
TO MOLE ERrs
= complelion nghy had to » teo
d't: :-.':u te Mele | inspect the cave.
Creek by the Publie Works [ The Minister and the
DTM there would be rist officers had rone
a first-class read fram Liun- ithrouglr it all and earned
ceston o the Mele Creek (the roso‘:c; of club mem-
. . . Cave. bers, said their spokesman.
MOLE CREEK caves are proving an increasing | As the Porestry Comminiod) mme caverneering - club
. el had relieved t , TALR .
attraction to visitors. c‘,,mm?&n “am:m'mm"a"fé‘:ﬁ; of g‘.vwolo uo:e m‘not &.qve::\'m. _:
The _Misster for Tourists | Mr. Neflion said that he had | Soicemon Care. Mr. Neton sadld, STl Gl pointed out
(Mr. Neilson) said yesterday |visited the caves ) k he had sought the on-o;eraiton the fine formations of stal-
that from Juiy las: yeac Untli || There had been considerable of the council in Lmproir &‘gcg&a“-n?“;u_gac:a}:e&h::;
the end of last month there had | jmprovement of the road to|road o the Maracocps Care. u'ld 5 w'zonfm widih, and

been more visitors to the caves
:lg:: tor the whole of 1953-

Increased interest was be-
ing taken in the Maraceopa
Cave, which had altracted
1919 vhitees in the past 12
menths, compared with 1,202
for the previows year.

Kire Sclemon Cave.

Linprovemnents were belng
earried out by the PForesiry
Commissicn, and {4 was 2%~
vected the work would be com-
pieied Dbefore the end of the
Winter,

Mr. Nelison said that a3 largel
number of people had visited
only one of the caves as they

g bly under the ime
oy wlm boih had simuar
fealures.

Rach cave had its ovw r n
tinclive features. [TEILIAE
both ami:e——l_ .

i8e
AL

Southern Caver, No. 66, August 2012 — page 103



THE NERCURY, TUESDAY, 7/1/1964—3

Blasting threaf fo
Creosus Cave

. -From a special correspondent ‘ .
OFFICERS from the Hydro-Electric Commission and the Public
' Works Department are going to the Mole Creek area to super-
vise blasting operations near the famous Creosus Cave.

. Considered to be extremely|by the blasiing which is be- Mersey River, . The Mitnister for Tourists
felicate and drittle, the sul--’ln carried out for a com-| The rosd will pass within (Mr, l‘!md) has approved o
miites, may be ond-umd'mf-mn rosd leading to theabout 300ft. of cave, suggestion by Mr. Duthie and

Blasting, which has been M- Barnard, MsHR.. tha: the

THE MEACURY, 1956,

Cave May Be
Attraction

8cotts Cave, 200ut two miles
8onth of Mole Creek. may be-
come a tourist attraction.

8 THE MERCURY, WEDNESDAY.

-DECEMBER 19, 1826

IMPROVING
CAVES
FACILITIES

Facilities at Hastin, C
ehalet and thermal n‘l‘m:l'::
Pool are o be Impreved,

The Minister for Touslsis and
Immigration «\r. Nelison) sald
yes:erday a tencer had peer ac.
Cepied for a new tollet binck at
the  pool.  tnstallaiion of
showers, and construction of
footpaths to the dresstng sheds

A rew tollet block 1o w uld
bc.re;ectled n;lthe chalet. °

¢ installation of power at
the chalet ha¢ s
compi lmost been

Mr. Nellon said o picnie
sheiter between the chalet and

the swimmi, pooi would be
erected .
tha. wu:fn the nexy; few :

eeding for some thme,
mn‘ appreaching a
critieal peint.

It was stated yesterday
that to minimise the risk
damaging the unique forma-
tions, engineers may order
some mod!fiad form of blaste

ng.
Pilfering problem

Creasus Cave awaits de-
velopment before it can ba
opened to the public.

Pending finance for suck
development, the Scenery
Preservation Board
years ago blocked the cav
entrance with an iron g
to stop the theft of stalas.
tites. .
Hewever, water run
inte the cave scoured
the ground beneath the
grille and allowed peeopls
te get in by erawling.

Then the Tasmanian Cave
erneering Club,  which exe
g:rcd the cave, erected a

ked gate irside the em-
trance. This has not 0 far
been breached.

The club has told the Gov-
ernment that when C

cave be opened up as a Gove
ernment lourist atiraclion.

Mr. Hand approached Cab-
Inet for funds to develon the
cave. bul was informed that
none were avallable at present.
. The cave was first discovered
in 1907 and in 1910 was lit
by acetelyne lamps and open-
od for Inspection.

The cave remalned open and
‘was vistied by thousaads of
people until 1936, when electri-
city was placed in King Solo-
mon’'s Cave. which had become
a Government tourist attrace

.__Mr. Barnard and Mr. Duthte
tecently inspected the cave
and its aporaaches

THE MERCURY, FRIDAY, 4/9/1989-

N.W. CAVES
MORE
POPULAR

The Gunas Plains Caves
~—ane of Tasmania’s wmest
famens n-.rm attractions
=—are preving more popu-
lar than ever befere.

Cave is finally opene& and, The number of tourists

" for the caves.

‘l;shAltd. tt will be the finest shown through the caves
and there are Indicstions
that the record will again
official guide for the past 33
years, said last night that
el g

- L. ' 4 WAS

TASMANIA'S caves again have attracted parties from other States as well as conn g Ry
thusiosts. ’ Previously It was unusual
. 1 sald -

aded the State to explore |80 worms. upper reaches in search of |t mammals and the Tas- ....‘ﬁi‘&':'ﬁ?‘;ow’:r u:dh ew;?k
search for caves. the area. nlan Ca lected and sent to experts. |year had proved a “terrific

ICanberra will to Exit|New Zea A search |caverncering club has been

Cave, bear ‘lda Bay,| The Gordon River will :‘F“;:&"&e&eﬁoi’t‘m tour- |training boy _scouts l::}

. in the Duke of Edin-
The club has a big Pro-|purgh award and it s hoped

during the past year almost
TASMANIA'S CAVES ATTRACT |&ufiss
Partics of caverncersthrough thick scrub to seejhave two partics who will] Specimens, which are |to have moce than . 2.000
gramme of &l&‘ én

trebled the previous record
Mr. Graham C. Maxwell,
INTE RSTATE EN ' HUS'A T 8.653 visttors had inspected
' 2511t

a " “*"9 en* | connected on June

New South Wales have!the cave's fine display of [travel by boat to the river's/hoped will include the bones | lourists in a year.
The cave is said fo have |Caves and take photographs| .. "~ . wil be col- [stallaton of poxer and work

mberre il ey fooen 1‘:..4, alls end eerTi':\eg Club has made two| During the year the
ist attractions of the river. m own High Sc

to interest more boys in the
mania, with jocts thrills of caverneering.
The main party will have
its hc?d.c;::arm at Mole
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THE MERCURY, SATURDAY, 10/10/1959—15

HOLE |
EARNS
CASH

BEIRUT. — A hole
in the ground is be-
ing turned into big
business at the
nearby grotto of
Jeita, which enthu-
siastic  pot-holers
are promoting as a
new kind of tourist
attrzetion.

Plans are already beinx

———————

‘The grotto is a series of
%mgwm- caves under Mt.

leading ds the
of the Nahr K1 Kalb.
flows

source
or Dog River, wh
through * ‘The river.

known |n classical times as
the Lyces, provides Beirut's
water supply

Jeita was opened to the
public for the first time In
July this year and in the
firat two months was visited

by nearly 11,000 tourists
who pald about £22.000
Lebanese  (about  £2.400

sterling) for the hour's boat
trip through the csthedral-
like grotto with its michty

stalagmite and stalactite
formations, and daxzline
rock and water colours

ranging from blood-red Lo
emerald green
Although it is a recent
development, and nel well
::.Mhr‘. fame Id
grelie s spreading
fasl, as teurists visiting

de | of it
made to open up perts of it

A British team of engm-
eers made the first thorougly
investisation of the grutto
in 1873 when they were
making a hydroloaical sur-
vev for the Beirut Waten
Co. Thev penetrated abnut
3.250 feet into the cave net-
work and left a bottle stand-
ing on sn upward forming
stalagmite

After 86 years. that bottle
now has a covering of cal-
cite less than half an inch
thick. glying an ldea of how
many millions of years It
has taken for the grotto's
gqreat caicite formations ‘o

! grow to their present fantas-

tic. and often aculpture-like.
shapes—A.APF.

which are at
darkness.

12-THE MERCURY, FRIDAY, 18/12/1959

CLAIMED CAVES NOT
DRAWING TOURISTS

A CLAIM that the Hastings Caves area was neglected by the Government
os o draw for oversea tourists was mode bv Cr K G Mundv nt Wadna-
day’s mesting of the Esperance Counci

Cr. Mundy sald s rate-
payer in the area was of the
opinion that the Hastings
Caves had been ignored by
the Tourist Department.

Although car excursions
were arranged for several

hundred Iberia vessergers, |y,

none visiled the caves.

Cr. Mundy naid the man
had peinted out thal the
oaves were developed as &
fouriat atiraction at cen-
siderable cest, vet despile
declining allendances ne
altempt was mady te pub-

the apet,

The Warden (Mr. W. E,
Britcliffe) said following the
souncil suggestion that ane
other swimminz pool be de=

running water
with a temperature of
deg.. he had visited the a
with ofticers of the depart-
meny and was amazed not
only st the warn stream
but the attractive vosetation
of the foress, whicn would
be & gxreat draw lor tour-

Cr. R. C. 8harp sald tour-
ists from all over the world
would flock (0 an area which

had such attrective caves
and hot springs if properly
developed,

The Wanden: The ounly
cateh fs that a bigger pool
waald cest [10.000, Dut
that is a fleabile compar
ed with what is spent en
teurtst altractions en the
Mainland,

Cr. 1D J. Owens sald
fnembers of the Caverneer-
Clwo  were

constantly
ring new caves in the
The council decided to

SR

Cr. C. R. Cairns.

who

bers of Cabinet when they
district,

nexe
posters

children for adoption for ure
in welcoming tourists to the
municipality.

The contest. which carres:

A prise of £2 2/, was won by
ren Russell, of Geeveston.
The ceuncll wil) pre-
vide a renard of (30 for
infermation leading to the
eonviclian of vandals at
the Geeveston swimming

-{sponsored the motlon. said
{that recently & child cut her
lfoot on & broken botue im
1tne pool” and another had
'ta have an Inection when
3¢ anjured his foot on &
fNsh hook.
Councillors appuosed par-
t ro::u‘
g::n“n‘::: " h.-n';lm nee
scheme, eclaiming  they
were well served by the
ambulance based at Ruon-

ville.

10—THE MERCURY, TUESDAY, 5.10-1968

A few similar items

have been omitted.

. 4—THE MERCURY, MONDAY, 25.8-1967
EVERY day ia the past
yoar an aver
mdlln-nl'?.: THE MERCURY, TUESDA)
’s four Nmestene H
‘-:'?..l § JULY 23, 1357,
S - =
The Minister for| 2 i . R
Tourists (Mr__Atkine) : gGunns Plains
sione caves open to the| : “Caves MQY
than the| -
g’g,hmmhm : e Improved
tory in % adverse Board us::“:?uml. -
mh in other for IDDTO::TQEHWCN unns.
durice ::‘n.:'-"""" Py e
,,.,..,"‘m that the Directo: Touris
‘-‘I g o) ”‘1',- od that improvemerts be une!
lnn?lo:n. _h'l! ':'n-m!: ‘:’: t::xv-ta:
T would be "::‘L::u fcr inspece
A %ﬁh new tinves,
restaurant ssating 3 resced
for 80 had proved popa- &"&n"’{ﬁiﬁmau&”’#
it T A
ing m’:“, Jessse of the caves. v
u.."w“ ""::"" ar sONE of Tasmania’s best tourist attractions, the limestone caves and thermal
S s, 28 Mole] © swimming pool at Hastings, which attract about 17,000 sightseers a year, will
- be given a boost soon by two developments.
< A mode restaurant widened kitchen rooms, embe: surveyed
..rm...nf....mu...".‘:.-..«.r..mt.‘:i"m ey -b:nﬁ"muu
= in numbers of ment HEL only  There will be staff cave system linked with
3 Visitors to the caves, and shewt eight miles for sim- accommodation with three the cresk which goes:
H and ssaling Wor treetment and sesl bedrooms and living quar- underground neer the Ida
= of the Hi Highway h;::. the Summer,  ters. Bay limestons quarry.
2 from Dover to Southport or the restsy- The new development is :
i is scheduled for comple rant have been ¢yidanee of the popularity Whea the sew ezit cave
iuonu\h X hmlﬁm of the caves therma) 18 opened. the of
i will then be 20d the ,will bs pool, and this year mere rorme rival
§ abls to resch the caves ¥%cled by the Public J8.000 persone  are Nou’vesland caves.
I from the city In lese thas Works Department. expected 10 se¢ these at-
% two hours. ml’l:wﬂonhubmnﬁ tractions. by the T Opéned more thaa 30
The sesled section ol ture of about 2,300 square mmdzﬁ'hm
Mzmm: ‘Mhmmnmzwm.%u
im,ummuuumummm ﬁum b
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APPENDIX O
SKETCH MAPS

[Some plans have been adjusted to fit the available space]

SKETCH MAP KO, 1
IDA BAY NORTH AREA
Published May 1968 'Speleo Spiel'" No. 24

Drawn by B. Collin
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SKETCH MAP NO, 8

"The Dig"
Published June 1973 "Speleo Spiel" No. 80

Drawn by A. Skinner
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SKETCH MAP NO. 2

Location of Midnight Hole

Published August 1968 "Speleo Spiel' No. 27
Drawn by B. Collin

/A LIN ~
Q.(" P \é\
i — 2
(A ~ R
-— . QGE
E"”‘ ENTRANCE £ 2--
CREER
CAVE PasSRGE
£ STATIoN 107
pnm— &9
f[\ PassaGe
900 fe.

Rporox, LOCATION
oF MOLES,

S
QL O
QUARR E e\
/ v
[ ]
/'/ N
/'TRF\CK o
7 Ewrrance (Ave,
o
MYSTERY . Loo 3°‘°

"
—

Scole uoo'

Southern Caver, No. 66, August 2012 — page 107



SKETCH MAP NO. 3
MIDNIGHT HOLE
Published August 1968 "Speleo Spiel" No. 27

Drawn by B. Collin
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SKETCH MAP NO. 4
MIDNIGHT HOLE

Published August 1968 "Speleo Spiel" No. 27

Drawn by B. Ccllin
MIDNIGHT RBOLE.

-

T e o i ——re

—f—

%BL\L, Co;‘d'\;s -\—IC\.V\ei. .

’
- T e . -~

Point /I‘

reoch 2 weeks
Previovus \"j .

.- o o -

A “0»1

L

Srmall Sqmee3e; wdh €ine ool
Mo pow er w\‘sk‘t be FUS“\M’L,

lcF't kere, .

(

on Colvn of mud

’
’
’

Fosst Blb

Ertvance Cave.

Southern Caver, No. 66, August 2012 — page 109



SKETCH MAP NO. 5

CHOCKSTONE POT

PUBLISHED December 1968 "Speleo Spiel" No. 3]
Drawn by Brian Collin
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SKETCH MAP NO, 6 HOBBIT HOLE
Published May 1969 "Speleo Spiel" No. 35
Drawn by K. Sparreboom
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Rough sketch of cave after 20 ft. pitch.
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SKETCH MAP No. 7

MINI-MARTIN

Published September 1967 "Speleo Spiel'" No.17
Drawn by A. Goede
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APPENDIX P

MAPS
Map No. 1 Ida Bay Area pp- 114-116
Surveyed 1967-68 by Tasmanian Caverneering Club. Drafted by A. Goede in 1969. (tiled)
C.R.G. Grade 4. Scale 500 feet to one inch.
Map No. 1A Ida Bay Area (showing land tenure and Exit Cave in outline) p. 118
Map No. 2 Ida Bay Area p- 119

Drawn from Tas. Lands Department Southport sheet by A. Goede in 1969. Scale 40 chains to one inch.

Map No. 3 Conference Concourse p- 120

Surveyed January 1971 by A.S.F. party. C.R.G. Grade 4. Scale 1 :1200

Map No. 4 Part of Exit Cave [in three sections] pp. 121-124

Surveyed July 1973 by A. Skinner and T.C.C. members. C.R.G. Grade 5. Scale 1:250. (Survey data below)

SURVEY DATA [Map 4] 1st km Semi-permanent survey markers of orange tape
Station distance bearing elevation distance corrected
feet metres distance m
1-2 59°8” 132° +9° 17.89 17.39
2-3 58’17 353 +38 17.69 10.86
3-4 96°3” 320 +45 29.32 14.94
4-5 43°5” 321 -6 13.23 13.06
5-6 92°8” 319 -10 28.25 27.28
6-7 76’17 2 +15 23.17 21.44
2-8 108°5” 163 -7 333 32.73
8-9 94°3” 120? +65 28.78 7.6
9-10 63’ 2357 +39 19.19 11.48
10-11 78°2” 65? +5 23.82 23.61
8-12 100°10” 164 -1 30.73 30.6
12-13 52’17 156 +12 15.86 15.09
13-14 81’77 201 +2 24.85 24.82
14-14a 100’ 222 +30 30.46 22.38
14-15 81'1” 199 +32 24.7 17.81
8-16 8510~ 218 +40 26.16 15.26
16-17 47°1” 230 +45 14.34 7.31
17-18 64’1 292 +38 19.52 11.98
18-19 54’10~ 284 -5 16.72 16.58
19-20 48’17 233 +1 14.61 14.6
20-21 35°3” 212 +10 10.73 10.36
21-22 56’17 274 -3 17.08 17 .02
22-23 96’1~ 225 -9 29.26 28.44
23-24 103°10” 281 +6 31.65 31.25
15-25 92’10~ 155 -5 28.30 27.99
25-26 89’ 108 -3 27.11 27.0
26-27 77°5” 103 -22 23.59 19.19
27-28 84°7” 111 +12 25.78 24.51
28-29 86°9” 157 -11 26.6 25.50
29-30 96°4” 123 0 29.33
30-31 102’ 145 -7 31.07 30.54
31-32 87°5” 223 +12 26.64 25.32
32-33 89°6” 186 +1 27.3 27.2
33-34 85’17 130 +30 25.91 19.03
34-35 45°3” 91 -23 13.78 11.48
35-36 40°8” 61 +17 12.39 11.20
36-37 48’17 97 -22 14.64 12.38
37-38 69’ 84 -29 21.02 15.75
38-39 100°10” 157 +12 30.73 29.21
39-40 120° 159 +2 36.5 36.4
40-41 41°6” 259 -6 12.94 12.77
41-42 44° 220 0 13.40
42-43 32 316 -10 9.74 9.41
43-44 68’ 311 -5 20.71 20.53
44-45 31 66 0 9.44
44-46 44° 183 +15 13.40 13.0
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PLAN OF
CONFERENCE CONCOURSE | -

PART OF EXIT CAVE, IDA BAY, TASMANIA
Surveyed in January, 1971, during an ASF Eighth
Biennial Conference field trip.

C.R.G. Grade 4 - using prismatic compass and
fibreglass tape; slope corrections estimated.

0 100 200 400 feet

ro

25 50 metres

[original] SCALE 1:1200

»~ change in floor level
~-~ change in roof level
downward slope of floor
stream

water

clay, silt

sand

3¢ gravel

Ao blocks, talus

... flowstone

« » stalagmite, stalactite

MAP NO.3

ny

PRUPIGVE S T 1N

Southern Caver, No. 66, August 2012 — page 120



Part MAP No. 4

Entrance and
Wind Tunnel

[same scale as main map]

<<<joins
page 123
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MAP No. 4 PART OF EXIT CAVE

Showing proposed tourist walkways = coloured orange
Bridges, stairways and suspended walkways = coloured green
Protection for formations required = yellow borders

Start of talus
section

<< main passage
continues

HAMMER
PASSAGE

for continuation
see page 124
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to entrance >>>>
see page 121

EXIT GAVE. .

DA BAYY, TUASHIANIA

Surveyed C.R.G. Grade 5 by A.Skinner, R.A.
Skinner, L.Moody, G. Pinnington, members of

Tasmanian Caverneering Club on 14-15§7§73
and 28-29/7/73
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continues
from
page 122
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APPENDIX Q
THE ESPERANCE AREA - PHOTOGRAPHS

Photos 90-98 and 112 were taken using an Asahi Pentax SP 500 camera. Photos 90-91, 95, 96, 97, 98 and
112 were taken using Kodachrome II colour film (64 ASA). Photos 92-94 were taken using Agfa colour
film (50 ASA).

Photo 90. Outdoor enthusiasts on ice-covered Lake Hartz. Photo 93. Thermal Pool at Hastings.
Mt Hartz in the background.

Photo 94. In Newdegate Cave.
Photo 91. View from Hartz Peak. Lake Hartz is in the fore-

Photo 95. Existi t t at Hastings.
ground, with Mt Picton behind. Mt Anne is on the far right. oto vIsting restaurant at astngs

Photo 92. View from Moonlight Flats, looking towards Mt

La Perouse (obscured by mist). The Hippo is the sharp hill
on the left.
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< Photo 96. The Lune River.

Photo 97. Aerial view of Mt La Perouse.

Photo 98. Recherche Bay.

Photo 112. Cockle Creek,
southern end of
Recherche Bay.
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