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E d i t o r i a l .  
The e d i t o r s  of t h e  S p i e l  a r e  back on t h e  job aga in  a f t e r  a  

welcome r e s t .  There has  been q u i t e  a  l o t  of caving a c t i v i t y  s i n c e  
. Christmas mostly by small p a r t i e s .  We were pleased t o  have t h e  

oppur tuni ty  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  wi th  cavers  from Queensland, N.S.W. and 
Vic to r i a .  Ex i t  Cave rece ived  i t s  share  of a t t e n t i o n  and new d i s -  
cover i e s  have increased  t h e  known l e n g t h  t o  some 6% miles .  A t  Loons 
Cave, Ida Bay, t h e  main passage was surveyed and cave fauna c o l l e c t -  
ed. The t o t a l  l e n g t h  of passages i s  approx. * mile and t h e  cave 
was found t o  pass  below t h e  rai lway.  In  t h e  F lo ren t ine  3  new ho les  
were explored ,  $he l a r g e s t  t o  a depth  of 250 ' .  Skinny people can 
go even deeper!!! 

The Christmas t r i p  t o  Loongana made no g r e a t  d i s c o v e r i e s  but 
n ine  caves were numbered and explored;  one of them f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime(sugges ted  name Swallownest Cavef1. ) Alber t  , Therese and Mieke 
( ~ h e r e s e ' s  s i s t e r ) ,  made a  day t r i p  t o  t h e  Trowutta llCaveslf while 
hol idaying  on t h e  north-west coas t .  The l imestone a r c h  and l ake  
a r e  very s p e c t a c u l a r  and wel l  worth a  v i s i t  but t h e  caves a r e  ha rd ly  
worthy of t h e  name. 

CLUB NE1,/S. 
+ lie were very  so r ry  t o  see  ~ o h n ( D i c k )  Marshal1 l e a v e  us  t o  go 
t o  Canada. John came t o  u s  from S.S.S. and al though he was here  
l e s s  than  a  year  he made h i s  name a s  one of t h e  lead&ng I f  Ex i t  l1 

exp lo re r s .  I n  August l a s t  year  he and Allan K e l l e r  descended Mini- 
Martin t o  s e t  a new A u s t r a l i a n  depth record .  Best wishes and good 
caving i n  Canada. 
+ Frank and P e t e r  Brown made a  t r i p  t o  t h e  Nullarbor P l a i n s  and 
had t h e i r  sha re  of hea t  and t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n .  F r a n k 9 s  c a r  w i l l  never 
be t h e  same again .  Frank i s  wearing a  p a i r  of t r o u s e r s  t h a t  a r e  
now ha l f  a dozen s i z e s  t o  b ig  - t h e  Kullarbor  must be a wonderful 
p lace  f o r  slimming. By t h e  way, ask  him about t h e  wombat ho les  
when you s e e  him! 
+ Pe te r  and Joan ce lebra ted  t h e i r  second wedding anniversary  by 
having t h e  February genera l  meeting a t  t h e i r  p lace .  k hungry and 

, t h i r s t y  mob cleaned them out of food and d r ink .  A very p leasan t  
evening was had by a l l .  
+ K l e t t e r  has  been rece ived  from t h e  National  Library  reques t ing  

' copies  of Speleo-Spiel  t o  see  i f  they  a r e  worth preserv ing  f o r  
p o s t e r i t y .  Ue have our d-oubts but a r e  g r e a t l y  honoured. 
+ b o t h e r  l e t t e r  has  been rece ived  from t h e  Scenery Prese rva t ion  
Board concerning t h e  conservat ion  of Exi t  Cave. The board can make 
no money a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  g a t e  because t h e  a r e a  i s  not  a  scen ic  
r e s e r v e .  The c lub  was thanked f o r  i t s  o f f e r  t o  i n s t a l l  a  g a t e  a t  
cos t  p r i c e  and was informed t h a t  Mr.Cashion had k ind ly  agreed t o  
make t h e  money a v a i l a b l e  during t h e  1968 - 69 f i n a n c i a l  year  from 
a  s p e c i a l  fund. 
+ The s t a i n l e s s  s t e l l  plaque i n  memory of Ed i th  Smith has  now 
been placed i n  Ed ie ' s  Treasure i n  Exi t  Cave. 
+ Fluoresce in  t r a c i n g  a t  Ida Bay scheduled f o r  t h e  weekend of 
February 1 0  - 11 has been postponed. It  may now be c a r r i e d  out i n  
t h e  March long weekend i f  enough vo lun tee r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  - 
B.S.F. committee Meeting. 
The mee5ing was held a t  Orange, N.  S.!CT. dur ing  t h e  January long 
weekend. Some of t h e  more i m ~ o r t a n t  i tems were: 
A. S.F. Handbook - The handbook has  f i n a l l y  been p r i n t e d  i n  Canberra 
and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  900 l b s ,  of paper has been re tu rned  t o  Melbourne - 
where i t  w i l l  be c o l l a t e d  and bo;nd. It i s  expected t o  be a v a i l a b l e  
i n  a  months t ime. The number of pages has  increased  t o  332 and 
t h e  e d i t o r  has  decided t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r i c e  t o  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  f i f t y .  
Those who have a l r e a d y  ordered and paid f o r  t h e i r  copies  w i l l  g e t  
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them a t  t h e  old p r i c e  but can pay t h e  e x t r a  one d o l l a r  f i f t y  if 
t h e y  wish! ! ! ! ! 
B.S.F. Award. - The f e d e r a t i o n  has e s t ab l i shed  an  award t o  perpet-  
u a t e  t h e  name of Edi th  Smith and t o  g ive  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  outs tanding  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Aus t ra l i an  speleology.  The award i s  t o  be known 
a s  t h e  E d i t h  Smith Award and an  appeal  w i l l  be opened f o r  s p e c i a l  
donat ions  from member s o c i e t i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s .  The award w i l l  
be presented  b i e n n i a l l y  t o  persons who haae made a  t r u l y  outs tanding  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  ~ u s t r a l i a n  speleology. 
Nomenclature - A d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  has  been submitted by t h e  convenor 
of t h e  nomenclature committee, E.Hamilton - Smith. A copy i s  a v a i l -  
a b l e  from k l b e r t  on r e q u e s t .  
+ h t  t h e  meeting t h e  c lub  was ab ly  represented  by Tan Nankivel l ,  
s e c r e t a r y  of C,S.S. Be wish t o  thank him f o r  h i s  e f f m t s  on our 
behalf  and t h e  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  he has  g iven  us .  
T r i p  Report S. 

Loongana - 26 - 31/12/67. 
Party:-  d l b e r t  ~ o e d e ( 1 e a d e r ) ;  John Bluhdorn and Michael Bourke ( ~ n i  
- v e r s i t y  of Queensland Spe leos . )  
The p a r t y  spent  f o u r  days i n  t h e  a r e a  but one day was l o s t  through 
rain.Camp was made near  t h e  low l e v e l  br idge  which c r o s s e s  t h e  
LevenRiver  t o  an abandoned farm. The proper ty  has  been taken over 
by Uls te rg ren  Ltd.  who have s t a r t e d  a  poplar  p l a n t a t i o n .  Nine caves 
were numbered and explored. 
L . 1 .  - Located 26/12/67, explored 27/12/67. Located i n  d ry  v a l l e y  
20 yards  downstream from where creek goes underground north-west 
of campsite.  This  i s  t h e  same creek which f lows through t h e  "old 
t o u r i s t  cavei i .  Small en t rance  i n  Bottom of shallow d o l i n e .  Creek 
followed a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  downstream? u n t i l  stopped by a  maze of 
t a l u s ;  200 f t .  of assage  explored. Not worth another  v i s i t .  
L .  2.  - Located 26/?2/67, explored 27/12/67. Near L .1 .  Cons i s t s  of 
s e v e r a l  en t rances  where creek goes undergr0und;several  small  pass- 
ages  going down t o  water .  Very small .  Not worth a  v i s i t .  
L.3. - Leven Cave. Located and explored 27/12/67. Rather small  but 
i n t e r e s t i n g  system. Approx. 600' of passage - mostly h igher  l e v e l .  
Some formation.  Second ent rance  found h igher  up i n  c l i f f .  Cave 
c r i c k e t s  c o l l e c t e d  he re  appeared s i m i l a r  t o  those  found a t  Gunns 
P l a i n s .  
L. 4. & L. 6. - Old Tour i s t  Cave. Located 27/12/67, explored 28/12/67. 
Impressive 40' deep ent rance  d o l i n e  with small  l a k e  a t  bottom. 
Passages going of f  i n  two d i r e c t i o n s .  Both ent rances  numbered. 
Biggest  cave so f a r  explored i n  a r e a .  k t  l e a s t  1000' of passage. 
Much of i t  low-roofed. Good glow-worm d i s p l a y s .  Some good formations.  
Cave c r i c k e t s  c o l l e c t e d  here  appear t o  be same s p e c i e s  a s  found 
a t  Mole Creek. 
L. 5 .  - Suggested name "Swallownest Cavett. Located and explored 
28/12/67. Found a t  base of c l i f f  on nor the rn  s i d e  of Leven and 
j u s t  downstream from br idge  where Loongam road c r o s s e s  t h e  r i v e r .  
Cave i s  approx. 1000 f t .  long and g e t s  p rogress ive ly  narrower 
u n t i l  a  s iphon i s  reached. Contains l a r g e s t  popula t ion  of cave 
c r i c k e t s  ever seen i n  any Tasmanian cave. 
L .7 .  - Located and explored 30/12/67. Near where smal l  s t ream goes 
underground. Blocked by t imber 1 5 '  i n .  Not worth a  v i s i t .  
L.8. - Short d i s t a n c e  e a s t  of L.7. Goes i n  40 f t .  and ends i n  
pool .  It i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  climb t o  a  higher  l e v e l  which i s  a l s o  
blocked. Not worth a  v i s i t .  
L.9. - Tiger  Cave. A v e r t i c a l  en t rance  l ead ing  i n t o  a  smal l  cham- 
be r  wi th  s t e e p l y  s lop ing  f l o o r .  Short  passage l e a d s  of f  on one 
s i d e .  Not worth another  v i s i t  .. 

The only cave previous ly  explored by t h e  c lub  which we did 
not l o c a t e  was Wicked Cave. Caves whose l o c a t i o n s  a r e  not  g i v e n  
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  have been previous ly  descr ibed i n  e a r l i e r  t r i p  
r e p o r t s .  Loongana i s  a  very p leasan t  p lace  t o  spend a  few days 
camping but t h e  caves a r e  not i n s p i r i n g  - u n l e s s  you l i k e  c r i c k e t s !  

k.Goede. 
Ex i t  Cave - 6-7/1/68. Party:-  k l l a n  K e l l e r ,  P e t e r  Helman. No 

r e p o r t .  

Ida  Bay - 13-14/1/68. 
Party:-  l l l be r t  ~ o e d e ( l e a d e r ) ,  Brian C o l l i n ,  P e t e r  Brabon, Joan 
Brabon, Rodney Hughes, B i l l  Hodge, Dick Chuter,  Robin Booth, Judy 
Robinson and Bernard ~ o w e ( ~ a t .  only.  ) 
The p a r t y  l e f t  Hobart a t  8  a.m. on Saturday wi th  t h e  aim of sur-  
veying and f u r t h e r  explor ing  Loons Cave. The p a r t y  made a  h a l f  - 
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h e a r t e d  a t t e m p t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c a v e  v i a  t h e  bo t tom e n t r a n c e  b u t  r e -  
t r e a t e d  when i t  was o b v i o u s  t h a t  i t  was g o i n g  t o  be wet even t h o u g h  
t h e  w a t e r  was l o w e r  t h a n  l a s t  t i m e .  The n i n e t y  f o o t  s h a f t  was l a d -  
d e r e d .  Rob in  and Berna rd  went down f i r s t  t o  g e t  some pholiographs 
o f  o t h e r s  c l i m b i n g  down t h e  s h a f t .  They t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  
f o r  s u r f a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n .  Rodney, Dick and B i l l  c a r r i e d  on w i t h  t h e  
underg round  e x p l o r a t i o n  w h i l e  B r i a n , k l b e r t  and P e t e r  made a compass 
and t a p e  t r a v e r s e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  t o  where i t  i s  b l o c k e d  by 
d o l e r i t e  s c r e e  - l e n h t h  o f  p a s s a g e  su rveyed  was 1322 f t .  The c a v e  
i s  v e r y  muddy i n  p l a c e s  and o b v i o u s l y  f l o o d s  i n  w e t  w e a t h e r .  The 
duck u n d e r  f l o w s t o n e  b e t w e e n  s t a t i o n s  1 4  and 1 5  would q u i c k l y  f l o o d  
u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s o  The cave  c o n t a i n s  a good d e a l  o f  f o r m a t i o n  
b u t  n o t  much o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  I t s  most i m p r e s s i v e  f e a t u r e  a r e  t h e  
t h r e e  s h a f t s  which  go up  t o w a r d s  t h e  s u r f a c e .  The c a v e  i s  t h e  home 
of a l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  m i l l i p e d e s  and some were c o l l e c t e d .  Othe r  
c a v e  l i f e  was a l s o  c o l l e c t e d .  The e x p l o r i n g  p a r t y  had a goad l o o k  
a t  t h e  two s i d e  p a s s a g e s  b o t h  o f  which  go f o r  some d i s t a n c e  b u t  
e v e ~ u a l l y  become t o o  na r row t o  f o l l o w .  They a r e  a l s o  e x t r e m e l y  
muddy. The p a r t y  emerged f r o m  t h e  c a v e  a t  4p.m. 
The f o l l o w i n g  morning we had a l o o k  a t  a h o l e  s e v e r a l  hundred y a r d s  
e a s t  o f  Loons Cave on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d  and d i s c o v e r e d  
by Robin  and Berna rd  t h e  p r e v i o u s  day .  i i f t e r  50 f t .  cave  becomes 
t o o  na r row t o  f o l l o w .  
u p h i l l  f r o m  t h e  r o a d .  
was e x p l o r e d  by P e t e r  
tom. Then back  t o  t h e  
back  t o  Hobar t  i n  t h e  

 his was f o l l o w e d  by s u r f a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n  
S e v e r a l  h o l e s  weEe found .  One n e a r  Loons Cave 
who found a 40 f t .  s h a f t  b locked  a t  t h e  bo t -  
H a s t i n g s  Hut f o r  l u n c h  and a l e i s u r e l y  t r i p  
a f t  ernoon.  

h. Goede. 

F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y  - 21/1/68. 
P a r t y : -  i i l b e r t  G o e d e ( l e a d e r ) ,  T h e r e s e  Goede, B r i a n  C o l l i n ,  J e a n e t t e  
C h l l i n ,  P e t e r  Brabon,  id ichael  Burke ,  John Bluhdorn ,  Robin  Booth,  
Judy Robinson and Berna rd  Howe. 
h d a y  t r i p  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h r e e  h o l e s  i n  a d r y  v a l l e y  below M t .  
F i e l d  B e s t ,  They were  shown t o  A l b e r t  by Don Frankcombe a f o r t -  
n i g h t  e a r l i e r .  The p a r t y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s i l v e r  t r a i l  t o  t h e  h o l e s  
t a k i n g  t h ~ e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  a n  h o u r .  There  s h o u l d  be  a l a w  a g a i n s t  
s u r v e y o r s  u s i n g  s i l v e r  p a i n t .  The t h r e e  h o l e s  a r e  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  
a l o n g  t h e  bo t tom of  t h e  v a l l e y .  The upper  one was t h e  l a r g e s t  and 
d e e p e s t  and t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  was descended  by B r i a n  C o l l i n .  It i s  a 
1 5 0  f t .  d c s c e n t .  The f i r s t  4 0 '  i s  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  f o l l o w e d  by a 
1 1 0 '  d r o p .  It c o u l d  n o t  be  t a c k l e d  b e c a u s e  one l a d d e r  had b e e n  l e f t  
i n  Ahber t  ' S  c a r .  Lowest h o l e  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  n e x t  and was found 
t o  c o n s i s t  o f  two 3 0 '  d r o p s  s e p e r a t e d  by a s l o p e .  T o t a l  d e p t h  
a p p r o x ,  7 0 ' .  The m i d d l e  h o l e  was even more d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  k 25 '  
d r o p  f o l l o w e d  by a s h o r t  s l o p e .  T o t a l  d e p t h  approx .  4 0 ' .  Judy made 
h e r  f i r s t  l a d d e r  d e s c e n t  and d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  j o y s  of  c a v i n g .  Why 
i s  e v e r y  h o l e  i n  l i m e s t o n e  s u r r o u n d e d  by s t i n g i n g  n e t t l e s ?  
The u p p e r  h o l e  was l a d d e r e d  a g a i n  w h i l e  Michael  went back  t o  t h e  
c a r s  f o r  a n o t h e r  l a d d e r .  P e t e r  was f i r s t  down f o l l o w e d  by B r i a n  
e a c h  c a r r y i n g  h e f t y  r u c k s a c k s  w i t h  r o p e  and l a d d e r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
d r o p .  P e t e r  descended  t h e  second p i t c h  which proved t o  b e  9 0 '  d e e p  
w i t h  j u s t  enough l a d d e r  t o  r e a c h  t h e  bot tom.  From t h e r e  h e  e x p l o r e d  
t o  a muddy chamber where h e  d i s c o v e r e d  a na r row f i s s u r e  g o i n g  down 
a n o t h e r  69 '  a p p r o x .  There  was no s i g n  o f  a i r  movement. Lack o f  
g e a r  p r e v e n t e d  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  Depth r e a c h e d  a p p r o x . 2 5 0 ' .  
Hole r a t h e r  wet and muddy. We had d i f f i c u l t y  r e c o v e r i n g  l a d d e r s  
due  t o  s n a g s .  11 f i n e  per formance  by P e t e r  and B r i a n  who d i d  a l l  
t h e  l a d d e r  work. They s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p o t  s h o u l d  be  known as Tassy  
Po t  b e c a u s e  l o o k i n g  u p  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  of  t h e  f i rs t  p i t c h  s u r f a c e  
o p e n i n g  r e s e m b l e s  o u t l i n e  o f  Tasmania.  Sugges ted  name f o r  a l l  3  
h o l e s  i s  S i l v e r  T r a i l  P o t s  - come and a r g u e  i t  o u t  a t  t h e  n e x t  
mee t ing .  h. Goede. 

E x i t  C-xve - 27,28,29/1/68. 
P a r t y : -  B r i a n  C o l l i n ,  John Bluhdorn  and Mike Bourke. 
The i n n e r  b a s e  camp w e s  r e a c h e d  a t  1 1 . 3 0  on F r i d a y  n i g h t .  
S a t .  ,Sun.& Mon. :- 
The c r e e k  n o r t h  of  s t a t i o n  107  was pushed f o r  a p p r o x  1 0 0  f t .  p a s t  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  p o i n t  r e a c h e d  by h l l a n  K e l l e r .  T h i s  b i t  o f  t r o g g i n g  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  g e t t i n g  v e r y  wet and n e g o t i a t i n g  some bad t a l u s ,  a 

ood p l a c e  t o  f o r  e t  o n e ' s  economic w o r r i e s .  
@he e n t r a n c e  t o  ii ? l a n  and P e t e r  Helman's new e x t e n s i o n  was e v e n t -  
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u a l l y  found a t  t h e  end of t h e  new high l e v e l  formation chamber 
r e c e n t l y  discovered by Brian and Jeane t t e .  
E d i t h 9 s  plaque was f i x e d  i n  t h e  gypsum needle passage oppos i te  t h e  L 

i n n e r  base camp. 
General t rogg ing  included t r i p s  up t h e  Entrance Ck. passage, L o s t  
Squeeze Passage,  The Mud passage and t h e  passage west of t h e  
i n n e r  base camp. 
Observat ions.  
1. The t r a c k  t o  t h e  cave was completely dry.  
2. The glow worm d i s p l a y  was good. 
3. The water  f low was down t o  s e v e r a l  cusecs.  
4.  No water  appeared t o  be coming down t h e  D9Entrecasteaux i n t o  

t h e  cave. 
5. AS much water appeared t o  be f lowing i n  t h e  N.W.creek as i n  t h e  

Entrance Ck. passage. 
6. The chambers i n  t h e  Entrance Ck. passage a r e  l a r g e ,  t h e  end 

blocked by t a l u s  and t h e  s t ream e n t e r s  by way of a  f i s s u r e .  
The bottom of t w o  s h a f t s  were observed and some a i r  movement 
not iced .  

Conclusions. 
1. The creek  nor th  of s t a t i o n  107 cannot be pushed a t  creek l e v e l .  
2. It i s  almost c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  water i n  t h e  N.W.CE. does not 

o r i g i n a t e  from t h e  su r face  Western creek. 
3. The Entrance Ck. passage and chambers a r e  we l l  worth more d e t a i l -  

ed exp lo ra t ion .  I 

B. Col l in .  
Exi t  Cave - 12,13/2/68. 
Party:-  Br ian  and J e a n e t t e  Col l in .  
Purpose - I n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  west of Western Creek. 
The h i l l s i d e  was t r a v e r s e d  a t  approx. t h e  same e l e v a t i o n  from 
t h e  w a t e r f a l l  on Western Ck. The small  creek was followed t o  i t s  
junct ion  wi th  t h e  D'Entrecasteaux. The D'Entrecasteaux was then  
followed up u n t i l  a  l a r g e  creek was found e n t e r i n g  from t h e  n o r t h ,  
presumably Wate r fa l l  Ck. 
Observat ions :- 
The v e g e t a t i o n  on t h e  h i l l s i d e  was reasonable and presented no r e a l  
o b s t a c l e ,  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  along t h e  D9Entrecasteaux was t y p i c a l  
r a i n  f o r e s t  wi th  very easy and open walking. One outcrop of hor- 

3 i z o n t a l l y  bedded l imestone was found approx.? mile west of Western 
Ck., t h i s  outcrop was not  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  No s i g n  of s inkholes  was 
seen  on t h e  h i l l s i d e  which contained numerous d o l e r i t e  boulders .  
nn outcrop of course grained sandstone was seen i n  t h e  small  creek 
where f i r s t  encountered. 
Conclusion:- 
Fur ther  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  needed e s p e c i a l l y  near  t h e  l imestone outcrop.  

B. Col l in .  

FORWARD PRO GRiiiMME. 
March 2 - 4 Long weekend. F luoresce in  t r a c i n g  a t  Ida  Bay o r  

Mole Creek. Leader: P.Brabon. 
March 5 General Meeting. 7.30p.m. 8  Bath S t . ,  B a t t . P t .  
March 16 - 17 Exit  Cave a r e a .  Surface e x p l o r a t i o n  near  

Ck. Leader: B. Col l in .  
March 27 ANNUAL GENERAL ME3TING - WEDNESDAY 8p.m. 

8  Bath S t .  , Bat te ry  Poin t .  ~ h l s  i s  your chance t o  
j o i n  t h e  new committee. Come and c a s t  YOUR vote .  

iir,rch 30, 31 Surface e x p l o r a t i o n  near  Damper Inn. Leader:- 
H.Goede. 

The world i s  i n  a  bad way - ESCiiPE - Go caving!!!!! 


