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E d i t o r i a l .  - VATER!! - Cool water - GREEN water - VATER!! 

Yes, we have proved i t  a t  l a s t .  Ever s i n c e  t h e  c lub  was 

formed i t  has  been s a i d  t h a t  water f lowing i n t o  Mystery Creek Cave 

( ~ n t r a n c e  Cave) should come out i n  Exi t  Cave. % t h  t h e  spec tacu la r  

d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  Exi t  Cave i n  t h e  l a s t  e ighteen  months t h i s  seemed 

more obvious t h a n  ever .  Last  year s i x  pounds of f l u o r e s c e i n  went 

i n t o  Mystery CB. t o  s e t t l e  t h e  mat ter  once and f o r  a l l  but disap-  

peared without  t r a c e .  Xxcept t h a t  months l a t e r  we heard a  s t r ange  

t a l e  t h a t  water  i n  a creek f lowing i n t o  Recherche Bay south  of 

Leprena had turned  green.  Since t h i s  l o c a l i t y  was s i x  mi les  away 

from b!kystery e k e  Cave t h i s  seemed hard t o  be l i eve .  h f t e r  a  look a t  

t h e  creek i n  ques t ion  we were even more doubt fu l .  

Last  month another  s i x  pounds went down t h e  creek and a  

weekend wqtch a t  both Zxit  Cave and Recherche Bay aga in  proved 

unsuccessfu l .  But t h e  fo l lowing ~ u e s d a ~ ( a f t e r  some r a i n  on t h e  

Monday) Br ian  and Albert  f e l t  a  sudden urge t o  t a k e  a day of f  i n  

o r d e r  t o  have another  look.  The r s s u l t  - green water ,  and a whisky 

b o t t l e  f u l l  of i t  t o  prove i t  was r e a l l y  t h e r e .  l:!here?? Exi t  Cave 

of course.  

ATJNUliL GEIJEliAL MEETING . 
The meeting w i l l  be held a t  8  Bath S t r e e t ,  Ba t t e ry  P o i n t ,  

a t  8 p.m. on WEDNZSDBY, 27th NARCH. 

l!e would l i k e  t o  sez  YOU t h e r e  i f  a t  a l l  poss ib le  t o  c a s t  

your vote  f o r  t h e  new committee. I f  you have any complaints d o n 9 t  

s i t  back and c r i t i c i s e .  J o i n  t h e  committee and something about 

i t .  11s usua l  t h e r e  w i l l  be - no genera l  meeting i n  ~ p r i l .  

Subsc r ip t ions .  

~t t h e  i ~ .  G,IVI. a l l  members become unf i n a n c i a l  and s u b s c r i p t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  coming year  a r e  due. 

F u l l  members ( eve r  1 8  y r s . )  - 2.50. 

Jun io r  members - 1.00. 

a s s o c i a t e  members - 1.00. 

Jun io r  and a s s o c i a t e  members who want t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  A.S.F. news- 

l e t t e r  can do so by paying another  35 c e n t s  t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e r .  

Prospect ive  members. 

The fo l lowing p rospec t ive  members in tend t o  jo in  our banks. 

T i m  Walkden-firown. Judy Hobinson. Pet e r  Helman. 
Ray ~ l l s o p .  Bernard Howe. 

Welcome t o  t h e  mob!!! 

New Names. 
The fo l lowing new names were accepted a t  t h e  l a s t  genera l  
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meeting. 
Loons Cave - Ida Bay a r e a ,  Southport topographic shee t  no. 8211 - 

I1 - S, s c a l e  1:31,680, g r i d  r e f .  768514. 
Half a  mile of muddy passages.  A wonderful p lace  i f  
you l i k e  nud. 

Swallownest Cave - (L. !? . )  - Loongana a r e a .  See Speleo-Spiel  No.21, 
page 2 f o r  a  f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

Naming of t h e  new p o t s  i n  t h e  F lo ren t ine  Valley was defered  u n t i l  
t h e  annual genera l  meeting. 
h Bottomless P i t .  - The Abyss of Provat ina .  

Those who boast  about Mini Martin should know t h a t  a  B r i t i s h  
exped i t ion  has  been explor ing  a  pothole  i n  Northern Greece l a s t  
year  which has  an  ent rance  s h a f t  es t imated t o  be 2,000 f t .  deep. 
Using a  winch a s s i s t e d  l adder  technique &he p a r t y  descended t o  t h e  
f i r s t  ledge  a t  580 f t .  and s lop ing  a t  70 and cu t  a  p la t form out 
of rock and snow. From here  rocks t ake  10  t o  11 seconds f r e e  f a l l  
t o  h i t  t h e  bottom, Plumbing t h e  s h a f t  r e m a l e d  another  ledge a t  
1 ,285 f t .  The exped i t ion  was hampered by l i g h t n i n g  and thunderstorms 
and d id  not  r each  t h e  bottom. hnother a t tempt  w i l l  probably be made 
t h i s  year .  
New P b b l i c a t i o n .  

The Southern Caving Socie ty  has  published t h e  f i r s t  two i s s u e s  
of i t s  b u l l e t i n  Southern Caverot '  The f i r s t  i s s u e  con ta ins  a  b r i e f  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  s o c i e t y  and a  summary of work done i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  
- e s p e c i a l l y  a t  2~o le  Creek. The second i s s u e  con ta ins  ncws about 
a  new a r e a  on which t h e  c lub  i s  concent ra t ing  - Mt.Ronald Cross. 
Sevcra l  promising h o l e s  have been loca ted  and we wish them every 
success  i n  t h e i r  new venture .  There i s  a l s o  an  a r t i c l e  on l adder  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and a  r e p o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t o r y  t r i p  towards h?ount 
m n e  . 
T r i p  Report S .  
Ex i t  Cave - 24,25 Feb.1968. 
Party:-  Exi t  Cave - B.Coll in ,  T-Yalkden-Brown, P.Helman,R.Aillsop. 

Mystery Ck.Cave - ~ . G o e d e ,  D.Chuter (F r idayn igh t . )  
Recherche Bay - P. and J.Brabon, B.Hodge, k.Goede(Sat. o n l y . )  

Purpose of t r i p  - Water t r a c i n g .  
a )  To f i n d  where Mystery Creek e n t e r s  Exi t  Cave. 
b )  To  check on a  r e p o r t  t h a t  on a  previous f l u o r e s c e i n  at tempt  green 
water  was seen  i n  a  creck e n t e r i n g  Recherche Bay,(6 mi les  from- 
Mystery Ck-Cave), 16  hours  a f t e r  f l u o r e s c e i n  placement i n  Mystery 
Creek Cave. 
fill p a r t i e s  were i n  t h e i r  a l o t t e d  l o c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  t imes.  
~ l b e r t  and Gick placed s i x  pounds of f l u o r e s c e i n  i n  111ystery Creek 
a t  t h e  f a r  end of Mystery Ck.Cave a t  12.00 midnight on Fr iday .  
P a t e r  and T i m  were a t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  "Entrance Cket t  passage 
i n  Exi t  Cave(approx. 800 f t .  h o r i z o n t a l l y  from t h e  poin t  of f l u o r -  
e s c e i n  placement) a t  12,00 midnight on Friday.  They kept  a  cons tant  

; watch on t h e  creek  u n t i l  4a.m. on Sunday i . e .  28 hours a f t e r  f l u o r -  
& e s c e i n  placement. 

Ray and Brian were a t  No.1 base camp i n  Exi t  Cave(approx. 1 ,000 f t .  
from t h e  e n t r a n c e )  a t  12.00 midnight on Friday and they  kept  a  
watch on t h e  creek  a t  30 minute i n t e r v a l s  u n t i l  9a.m. Saturday. 
They then  v i s i t e d  T i m  and P e t e r ,  spent  some time t rogging  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and re tu rned  t o  No.1 base camp a t  7p.m. Saturday. They then  
kept  a watch on t h e  creek  a t  3 hour i n t e r v a l s  u n t i l  6a.m, on Sunday. 
T i m  and P e t e r  a r r i v e d  a t  No. l base camp a t  6a.m, on Sunday and 
a f t e r  a  5 hour b reakfas t  with Brian and Ray a l l  enjoyed a  s p e l l  
of t rogg ing  and surveying i n  t h e  new Hammer passage extens ion  
and l e f t  Ex i t  Cave a t  about 4p.m. 
P e t e r ,  Joan and B i l l ,  joined by f ~ l b e r t  f o r  Sa t .  only,  kept  a  con- 
s t a n t  watch on t h e  only flowing creek e n t e r i n g  Recherche Bay from 
10a.m, on Saturday t o  lp.rn, on Sunday. 
NO ONE saw any f l u o r e s c e i n  coloured water!!! !! 
Observat ions : - 
1) The creek  f lows were very low. Estimated about 1 cusec.  i n  Mys- 
t e r y  Ck. i n  h ~ y s t e r y  Ck.Cave. Estimated about 1 cusec i n  t h e  creek 
i n  t h e  "Entrance Ck." passage i n  Exi t  Cave. Estimated about 1 cusec 
i n  t h e  creek  f lowing from t h e  Grand F i s s u r e  a r e a  i n  Exi t  Cave. 
2 )  Mystery Ck. i n  Mystery Ck.Cave and t h e  creek i n  t h e  t t3ntrance 
Cket t  passage i n  Exi t  Cave were coloured brownish by t h e  but tongrass .  
The creek f lowing from t h e  Grand F i s su re  a r e a  i n  Exi t  Cave was c l e a r .  
Conclusion: - 
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1) Watching f o r  f l u o r e s c e i n  can be aided by us ing  a n  alarm clock 
s e t  f o r  ha l f  hour i n t e r v a l s .  The observer can ob ta in  p len ty  of 
s l e ~ p .  
2 )  The Hamner passage extens ion  has g r ea t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and should 
he lp  i n  t h e  s tudy of t h e  h i s t o r y  of Exit  Cave. 

B. Co l l in .  

Ex i t  Cave - 27 Feb. 1968.(Tuesday). 
Par ty : -  B.Collin and n.Goede. 
Following t h e  unsuccessful  f luoresce in ing  e f f o r t  t h e  previous week- 
end we decided t o  make a  day t r i p  t o  Recherche Bay and Exi t  Cave 
t o  see  i f  we could f i n d  any green water.  There had been some r a i n  
on Monday and we were hoping t h a t  t h e r e  would have been enough t o  
f l u s h  i t  through. We l e f t  Hobart a t  7a.m. and dropped i n  a t  Dick9s  
f o r  an e a r l y  morning cup of co f fee .  We then drove down t h e  Catama- 
r a n  Hd. The D9Entrecasteaux River looked a s  brown a s  ever but our 
hopes rose  when we reached t h e  creek a t  Recherche Bay. No  green 
colour  i n  t h e  creek but t h e  sea looked r a t h e r  green. Ye soon d i s -  
covered t h a t  i t  was j u s t  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  vege ta t ion  i n  t h e  
water.  Vie re tu rned  t o  our usua l  parking spot and l e f t  t h e  c a r  a t  
1la.m. t o  wzlk t o  Ex i t .  On a r r i v a l  we found no t r a c e  of green i n  
t h e  creek and had an  e a r l y  lunch i n  t h e  Entrance Chamber. Ye entered 
t h e  Windtunnel a t  1p.m. Above t h e  junct ion wi th  t h e  D9Entrecasteaux 
t h e  water appeared t o  have a f a i n t  but d e f i n i t e  green t i n g e  when 
a headl ight  was shone ob l ique ly  i n t o  t h e  water.  k rum b o t t l e  from 
camp 1 was f i l l e d  with water and taken along but on t h e  way through 
t h e  t a l u s  we had n l i t t l e  acc ident  which me2nt t h e  end of our b o t t l e  
and sample. A t  2.10p.m. we reached t h e  creek below t h e  old camp 2 
s i t e .  It s t i l l  showed a  t i n g e  of green and we f i l l e d  up another  
rum b o t t l e  with water and l e f t  i t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  We decided t o  push 
upstream t o  i n spec t  t h e  ftEntrance Ck.lf passage but f i r s t  we went 
t o  camp 2 t o  c o l l e c t  another  botEle - t h i s  time a  Johnny Walker 
whisky b o t t l e .  We now know what keeps those  Exit  Cave exp lo re r s  
going. We proceeded t o  s t a t i o n  83 where t h e  suspected I1Entrance 
Creekff jo ins  t h e  stream t h a t  e n t e r s  t h e  system a t  s t a t i o n  107. 
Here our luck  was i n .  We found a pool a  few f e e t  above t h e  creek 
which had been f i l l e d  up during IvIondzy's minor f lood  conta in ing  
b e a u t i f u l  green  water t h a t  could be seen even by carbide  l i g h t .  
It was 2.30p,m. and a solemn moment a s  we f i l l e d  our whisky b o t t l e  
with t h e  evidence. We followed up iiEntrance CkeUpassnge t o  t h e  
beginning of t h e  new extens ion  and t r aced  a f a i n t  green colour  
a l l  t h e  way up. Rather pleased we headed back towards t h e  ent rance  
c o l l e c t i n g  our two boUtles on t h e  way and ca r ry ing  them a s  i f  they  
were p r i c e l e s s  t r e a s u r e .  ~t camp 1 a t  s t a t i o n . 2 0  we co l l e c t ed  a  
t h i r d  b o t t l e  of water and were back a t  t h e  entrance a t  5p.m. We 
reached t h e  c a r  a t  6.40p.m. and headed home r a t h e r  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  
t h e  day 's  work. 

. Notes:- 
I have looked a t  t he  b o t t l e s  under u l t r a v i o l e t  l i g h t  s ince  and 
t h e r e  i s  no doubt t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  con ta in  t r a c e s  of f l uo re sce in .  
Carbide lamps a r e  u se l e s s  f o r  de t ec t i ng  f l u o r e s c e i n  un l e s s  i t  i s  
present  i n  r a t h e r  high concen t ra t ions ,  h headl ight  beam i s  q u i t e  
e f f e c t i v e  a s  long a s  i t  i s  sh in ing  i n t o  a  reasonable depth of 
water a t  an  obl ique angle.  

A. Goede. 

FORWARD PRO GRAMME. 
March 16-17 - Exit  Cave iirea. Surface exp lo ra t ion  near Western 

Creek. Leader: B-Col l in .  
hlarch 27 - Annual General Meeting. Wednesday 8p.n. 8  Bath 

S t r e e t ,  Bat tery  Point .  This i s  your chance C O  
j o in  t h e  new committee. Be t h e r e  t o  c a s t  your 
vote .  

March 30-31 - Surface exp lo ra t ion  near Damper Inn. Lmder:-  
A. Goede. 

h p r i l  2 - Tuesday - Meeting of new CO-mmittee a t  8p.m. 1 2 2  ~ u g u s t a  
Road. 

~ ~ p r i l  1 2  - 1 5  Eas te r  Tr ip  t o  Mole Creek. Leader:- k.Goede. 

The fo l lowing wise w o r d s  could wel l  apply %o caving:- 

Imaginat ion i s  a  poor s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  experience. 
See you on t h e  next t r i p !  
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Tasmanian Caverneering Club. Annual Report - 1967 - 1968. 

The l a s t  year  has again  been a  very success fu l  one from t h e  
poin t  of viww of new d i scover ies  and records.  However we have a l s o  
l o s t  a  number of members through i n t e r s t a t e  and overseas depar tu res  
and most of t h e  exp lo ra t ion  has been done by a  handful of dedicated 
members. The c lub  needs more aenbers  i f  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t o  continue 
a t  t h e i r  present  l e v e l .  
Explora t ion .  Our g r e e t e s t  achievements a r e  again  assoc ia ted  wi th  
Exi t  Cave. The ' -nownlength  of passages was extended from 3  -Go a t  
l e a s t  66 n i l e s  of which s i x  n i l e s  has now been t r ave r s ed ,  Exi t  Cave 
now r i v a l s  Mullamullang on t he  Nul la rbor  i n  t e r n s  of l eng th  of pas- 
sages and only 800'  s epe r z t e s  us from Mystery Ck.Cave. Following a  
l o t  of underground and su r face  surveying Mini Martin was discovered.  
I n  august  of l a s t  year  i t  was l inked wi th  Exi t  Cave t o  g ive  us  a  
new n u s t r a l i a n  depth  record of 720 f t .  a s  wel l  a s  a  new record f o r  
t h e  longes t  l adder  p i t c h  i n  ~ u s t r a l i a  - 360' .  Two success fu l  water 
t r a c i n g s  were ca r r i ed  out during t h e  year and showed t h a t  both Vest- 
e r n  Ck. and Mystery Ck. d r a i n  i n t o  Exi t  Cave. It has proved t h a t  
Mystery Ck, breaches t h e  main d iv ide  between t h e  Lune and t h e  D9En- 
t r e ca s t eaux  Rivers  and i s  a  t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  l a t t e r .  sno the r  new 
discovery a t  Ida Bay was Loons Cave - an  i n t e r e s t i n g  system with 
Q mile of passages.  

I n  June ~ l l a n  Ke l le r  and John Marshall v i s i t e d  t h e  north-east  
r i dge  of Mount Hnne and explored t w o  of t he  potholes  without much 
success .  The a r ea  should soon becone more acce s s ib l e  with t h e  new 
H . 3 . C .  roads being b u i l t .  
Loongana was v i s i t e d  a t  Christmas and a  cave numbering system i n t r o -  
duced. Nine caves were numbered - one was explored by t h e  c lub  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i n e .  
h few t r i p s  were made t o  Uole Creek but no new d i s cove r i e s  were 
repor ted .  
I n  t h e  P lo r en t i ne  Valley t he  c lub  explored t h r e e  potholes  no r th  
of Growling Swal le t .  One was descended t o  a  depth  of 250 f e e t .  
Techniques-2nd equipment. The equipment s i t u a t i o n  i s  reasonably good. 
Ye have 270 f t .  of almost new ladder  but more rope w i l l  be r eau i red  
i n  t h e  coming year .  The coulene rope we bought pEoved t o  be aApoor  
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  nylon climbing rope because i t  i s  very su scep t i b l e  
t o  ab ras ion ,  The descent  of Mini Martin requi red  t h e  use of two way 
m d i o s  f o r  contac t  with t h e  su r face  and t h i s  proved very success fu l .  
One t r a i n i n g  weekend was held dur ing  t h e  year but was ver  poorly 
a t tended.  
Search an$ rescue .  The s e rv i ce s  of our search  and rescue team were 
not requi red  during t h e  year .  A new l i s t  of names and addresses  
should be prepared by t h e  incoming committee a s  t h e  old one i s  w e l l  
and t r u l y  out of da te .  
~ n t e r s t a t e  v i s i t a r s .  aga in  we welcomed a  number of i n t e r s t a t e  v i s i -  
t o r s .  Thev were Mike Bourke and John Bluhdorn from Brisbane: Dick 
~ e f f  ernan" and John Dunkley from. Sydney; a l s o  a par ty  from Melbourne 
l e d  by Bob Chappc:.l. Nearly a l l  of them v i s i t e d  Exit  Cave. 
Speleo-Spiel.  The e d i t o r s  and producers of Speleo-Spiel had a  busy 
year  producing i s s u e s  12 - 22. Many thanks t o  my wife who cut  t h e  
s t e n c i l s  and t o  Joan and Pe te r  who took ca re  of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
The S p i e l  was r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t ransmiss ion  by post  and t h i s  has saved 
t h e  c lub  a cons iderable  amount i n  postage. 
Twenty-first  Birthday Dinner. Our coming of age dinner  was a  g r e a t  
success  wi th  s record number of gues t s  a t t end ing .  Guests of honour 
were t h e  N i n i s t e r  f o r  Publ ic  Works, Mr.Czshion and h i s  wife.  Clubs 
represehted  were t h e  Southern Caving Society and t he  West Coast 
Outdoor Club. 

I n  conclus ion  I would l i k e  t o  thank a l l  c lub members and 
e s p e ~ i ~ ~ l l y  t h e  committee who helped t o  make a success  of t h e  y e a r ' s  
caving. I hope t h a t  t h e  next committee t o  be e lec ted  w i l l  c a r r y  
on t h e  good work. 

Your p res iden t ,  


