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E d i t o r i a l .  

Midnight Hole - Aus t r a l i a ' s  Second-Deepest Cave. 
Since t h e  l a s t  Sp ie l  th ings  have been happening a t  Ida Bay. 

On June 2  Brian and Jeane t t e  discovered two promising lookhmg holes 
jus t  below the  limestorue boundary on the  nor th  s ide  of Marble H i l l  
and some 600 f t .  v e r t i c a l l y  above the  end of Mystery Ck,Cave(En- 
t rance  Cave). See repor t  i n  Sp ie l  No. 25. 

On July  27, a  par ty  of s i x  ca r r ied  up a  load of equipment 30 
do some preliminary explorat ion.  The f i r s t  hole stopped a t  a  depth 
of 40 f t .  but t he  second one was explored t o  a  depth of 245 f t .  
and was s t i l l  going strong.  (See repor t  i n  t h i s  Sp ie l . )  A t  t h e  same 
t i n e  a s  A l & n  Kel ler  reached the  l i m i t  of explora t ion and hurled 
rocks down t h e  next sha f t  a  par ty  of un ivers i ty  mountaineers was 
s ca l ing  the  t a l u s  s lope  a t  t h e  f a r  end of Mystery Ck. Cave. They 
beat a  hasty r e t r e a t  when they heared a  rumble of rocks somewhere 
up above. 

On Sunday sugust  11, a par ty  of t e n  carrying a l l  t he  clubs 
wordly possessions of rope and ladder  staggered up Marble H i l l  
cmmiceiaga determined t o  ' I f  inishI1 thB hole. A n  underground par ty  
of s i x  r igged p i t c h  a f t e r  p i t ch  - then unrigged the  upper p i t c h e s  
%o provide ladders  f o r  t he  lower ones. k l l a n  Keller  was t he  only 
one t o  reach the  bottom of t he  l a s t  sha f t  a t  - 580 f e e t .  A hosizon- 
t a l  passage narrowed i n t o  a  very t i g h t  squeeze before opening out 
i n t o  the  unknown. Allan was soaking wet and had t o  c a l l  i t  a  day. 
The par ty  d i d  not emerge u n t i l  midnight, hence the  name suggested 
f o r  t he  hole.  

With explora t ion not ye t  complete $he depth of 580 f t .  makes 
i t  the  second deepest cave i n  Austra l ia .  It required 550 f e e t  of 
ladder ing and has t h ree  p i tches  over one hundred f e e t .  They a r e  
120, 110 and 180 f e e t .  F i f t e e n  hours were spent underground. (The 
fol lowing day the  pres ident  received t e n  res ignat ions!)  
Changes of Address. 
Allan Kel le r  - 1 Sloane S t . ,  Battery Point.  
Ray klsop,  - 59 Co lv i l l e  ~ t . ,  ~ a t t e r ~  Point. 
Ted Todd - 1 Shoobridge S t . ,  Glebe. 
Tin Walkden-Brown - F l a t  4 ,  24 Fulton S%., East St.Kilda, Melbourne, 

Victor ia .  
+ Lates t  news i s  t h a t  T i m  i s  coming back t o  ltTasmania". He i s  
going t o  Macquarie Is land which happens t o  be i n  t he  same munici- 
p a l i t y  ia  which he d i d  a l l  h i s  caving! (Both Macquarie Is. and 
Exi t  Cave a r e  i n  t h e  Municipality of Esperance.) 
+ The c lub has found a  ca r toonis t  i n  i t s  mids t .  We hope t h a t  
Sib  w i l l  keep it up and provide us with some more cartoons - so 
f a r  we have th ree .  
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+ Elery  Hamilton-Smith, who i s  pres ident  of t h e  Vic to r i an  Speleo- 
l o g i c a l  Associa t ion ,  w i l l  be v i s i t i n g  Hobart next  month. Elery 
hopes t o  show h i s  s l i d e s  of Aus t ra l i an  and New Caledonian caves 
a t  A l b e r t ' s  p lace  on Thursday n i g h t ,  1 2 t h  September. A l l  Hobart 
cavers  a r e  welcome! Please l e t  ~ l b e r t  know i f  you a r e  coning. Elery  
organised t h e  f i r s t  A.S.F. e x p k d i t i m  t o  t h e  Nullarbor P l a in s  and 
a l s o  an  expedi t ion  t o  New Caledonia in 1965 - 66. He i s  partkcu- 
l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  cave fauna.  

TRIP REPORTS. 
Hastings.  - 21-7-68 - Wolf Hole. 

P e t e r  Brabon(1eader) , J. Brabon, R. Booth, B.Howe and Tony 
Barr ington?)  

.J 
F 
Weather was f i n e  but overcas t .  Gear used - f o u r  30 f t .  l adde r s ,  
one 120 f t .  rope ,  two 30 f t .  ropes ,  1 header and 3 krabs.  
A day t r i p  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  Wolf Hole which hasn ' t  been v i s i t e d  by 
t h e  c lub  f o r  many years ,  k l b e r t  s a i d  about e i gh t .  
Af t e r  meeting a t  t h e  Chalet  a t  Hast ings,  Roy Skinner k ind ly  %oak 
u s  up t o  t h e  ho l e ,  about a f i v e  minute d r i ve  and a twenty minute 
walk, through reasonable  scrub. We a r r i ved  t o  be confronted with 
a hole about 40 f t .  i n  diameter and 80 f t .  deep. Roy l e f t  u s  a t  
t h i s  s t age .  With t h e  f o u r  l adde r s  r igged about 20 f t .  of t h i s  i s  
on a 45 degree s lope ,  t h e  r e s t  v e r t i c a l .  Bernard was f i r s t  down 
followed by Tony and Robin. I abse i l ed  down, very i n t e r e s t i n g  a b s e i l  
too.  Some n i c e  formation was found a l s o  t h e  odd f o s s i l ,  a very 
i n t e r e s t i n g  cave with very l i t t l e  water(except  f o r  t h e  l a k e )  and 
not  too  muddy, We managed t o  f i n d  t h e  underground l ake  which Alber t  
t o l d  me about ,  even t o  f i n d  t h i s  was well  worth t h e  t r i p .  I ts  s i z e  
i s  approx. 50 yards a t  i t s  longes t  and about 20 - 30 yards a t  i t s  
wide&. Af t e r  about t h r e e  t o  f ou r  hours caving we decided t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  l adder .  "Qui te  a  climbf1 someone sa id .  WE a r r i v e d  a t  %he 
c a r s  a t  about 4.30 p.m. and a f t e r  a  meal and a  t a l k  ho Pam and Roy 
we re turned t o  Hobart. Well worth t h e  t r i p  t o  t h i s  cave. 

P. Brabon. 

Entrance Cave Area - 27-7-68. 
Par ty :  Brian and J eane t t e  Co l l i n ,  Kei th and Sib  Corbe t t ,  B l l an  
Ke l l e r  and Ray Alsop. 
A l l  t h e  requirements  of a  good caving t r i p  were f u l f i l l e d ,  t h e  
weather was f i n e  and only time and l a ck  of equipment forced. a h a l t  
t o  f u r t h e r  explora t ion .  
The pa r t y  l e f t  Hobart a t  6  a.m. wi th  180 f t .  of l adder  and over 
500 f t .  of rope a l l  c l e an ,  and re turned t o  Hobart a t  11 p.m. ropes  
and l adde r s  d i r t y  but enthusiasm undiminished. 
The approx. l o c a t i o n  of t h e  ho les  explored i s  shown on t h e  sketch  
map, t h e  ho l e s  a r e  c l o se  t o  t h e  limestone-sandstone con tac t  zone 
and a p p s x .  600 f t .  above Entrance Cave. The main i n t e r e s t  i s  t o  
determine which cave, Entrance o r  E x i t ,  do t h e  ho les  l e ad  i n t o ,  
poss ib ly  both. The f i r s t  hole  was d i sappo in t ing ,  i t  blocked o f f  a t  
40 f t .  Exp lo ra t ion  of t h e  second hole s t a r t e d  a t  1.30 p.m. and i s  
nod f i n i s h e d .  k l l a n  descended t h e  f i r s 3  /B f t .  p i t c h  followed by 
Ray and Keith.  Allan and Ray continued on down t h e  next; 40 f t .  
p i t c h ,  then  down a shor t  s t e ep  s lope  t o  t h e  t o p  of a  r a t h e r  impres- 
s i v e  drop. The 60 f t .  of l adder  l e f t  being obviously not  enough 
t h e  su r f ace  p a r t y  lowered t h e  t o p  60 f t .  down on a rope and Al lan  
proceeded down t h e  120 f t .  p i t c h , t w i c e , a s  he soon found out  90 f t .  
of l adder  won't s t r e t c h  t o  120 f t .  A t  t h e  bottom he found a small 
creek  which appeared t o  cont inue i n  a  s e r i e s  of s t e p s ,  t h e  f i rs t  
one being 30 f t .  and wi th  no l adder  o r  time he j u s t  had t o  come , up and j o in  t h e  su r face  pa r ty .  6-1 Tasmania9s sho r t  winter  days were soundly cursed as t h e  pa r t y  
stumbled back t o  t h e  l1Old Quarryf1. 4 I 
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I\rkP SHOvbING --- THE APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF HOLES. 

Brian a l s o  had an i n t e r e s t i n g  thrsory t h a t  t h e  s h a f t  might lead 
i n t o  a  high l e v e l  stream passage which would join up with t he  
s h a f t s  i n  t h e  roof a t  t h e  f a r  end of Exit  Cave. 

Fanous l a s t  words:-  

The bo-Uton ( r e a l l y )  f e l l  out of t h i s  theory!! 

Wolf Hole - Sat. 10-8-68. 
Party:- Albert  Goede(leader),  Brian Col l in ,  Ray Alsop and k l l a n  
Dar tnel l .  
The purpose of t h i s  t r i p  was t o  have a  quick look a t  t h e  cave and 
t o  give Al lan and k l b e r t  t h e  opportunity t o  do some fauna co l l ec t -  
ing. Roy cane along t o  show us t he  rou te  followed by t h e  new t rack .  
F i r s t  man was down a t  11.30 a.m. and l a s t  man came up a t  3.30 p.m. 
Less than four  hours were spent i n  t he  cave. We had lunch on the  
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shores  of underground Lake Pluto.  Brian discovered t h e  f i rs t  
Anaspides i n  a  smal l  c reek  f lowing out of t h e  l ake .  A l l a n  who had 
brought a ne t  f o r  j u s t  such a n  occas ion  discovered he had l o s t  i t  
a l o G  t h e  way. He and Brian disappeared f o r  a  quick sea rch ,  while  
Albe r t  nade unsuccessfu l  e f f o r t s  t o  c a t c h  t h e  b e a s t s  by hand. Al lan  
re tu rned  with t h e  ne t  and h a l f  a  dozen specimens were c o l l e c t e d .  
They a r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  because they  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  b l ind  
specimens t o  be found i n  caves.  
Despi te  t h e  wet weather t h e  cave was renarkabbly dry.  Severa l  prom- 
i s i n g  l e a d s  were seen  but not y e t  explored due t o  l a c k  of time. 
This  cave i s  we l l  worth another  t r i p .  

Alber t  Goede. 

Nidnight Hole. - 11-8-68. 
Party:-  Brian C o l l i n ( l e a d e r ) ,  Al lan  K e l l e r ,  Ray i l lsop, B i l l  Hodge, 
Rodney Hughes, Simon Stephens,  P e t e r  Helman, Janet  Hansen & Cathy. 
The t r i p  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  one person reached. t h e  bottom a t  a  
dep th  of 580 f t .  of which 550 f t .  of l adder ing  was involved.  The 
cave i s  consequent ly t h e  second deepest  i n  A u s t r a l i a  but a  con- 
n e c t i o n  t o  e i t h e r  Ex i t  o r  Entrance Caves s t i l l  e ludes  us .  
The s t o r y  of t h i s  t r i p  i s  not  so much one of caving technique  but  
one of pe r sona l  f e e l i n g s  and personal  ha rdsh ips  during t h e  15  hours  
underground between 9 a.m. and midnight. 
Only Al lan  knows h i s  thoughts  a s  wet through he reached t h e  and of 
120 f t .  of l a d d e r  on t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  and had t o  climb up a g a i n  and 
c a l l  f o r  ano the r  60 f t .  t o  conple te  t h e  p i t c h .  Only Rodney knows 
h i s  thoughts  a s  he leaned over t h e  t o p  of t h e  120 f t .  p i t c h  c lu tch-  
i n g  onto a  l a r g e , l o o s e  rock a s  Hl lan  climbed unaware of t h e  l i t t l e  
drama on top .  What of B i l l ' s ,  Sirnon's and P e t e r ' s  thoughts  a s  they  
manned t h e r e  s o l i t a r y  p o s t s  f o r  over 1 2  hours ,  Ray on h i s  second 
t r i p  invo lv ing  l a d d e r s  wi th  340 f t .  of l a d d e r s  t o  be c l inbed  o u t ,  
Cathy and Jane t  on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  poss ib ly  debat ing  t h e  purpose of 
a  caving t r i p  and not  going underground. My thoughts  were cent red  
on whether o r  not  I would ever  be allowed t o  l ead  ano the r  t r i p .  
A l l  a t  some s t a g e  must have(1  d i d )  src:c.tly sworn t o  g i v e  up caving 
f o r  eve r ,  t h a t  t h i s  p i t t i n g  of human a g a i n s t  n a t u r e  was s e n s e l e s s  



120 '  pi tches:  hed t o  be t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  f o r  use on t h e  lower 
p i t c h e s .  Hauling t h e  gea r  up 
proved t o  be t h e  most h e a r t -  
breaking t a s k  and i t l ~ i s  es- 
s e n t i a l  t h a t  s u i t a b l e  gea r  
hau l ing  packs be used when 
next a  s i m i l a r  t r i p  i s  pso- 

Brian Col l in .  

,;_th t t - e  r*-oC 

ma,, r o w  e r  igbit h e  

h , t r l , b o u  00 c a i r n  of 

Tuesday. General meeting a t  Judy 's  f l a t  a t  8 p.m. 
address :  3'1.3, 34 Fores t  Road. 
Weekend t r i p  t o  E x i t  o r  Mystery Ck.Cave. B.Co1li.n. 
Thursday. S l i d e  evening a t  H l b e r t 9 s  p l a c e ,  8 Bath 
S t r e e t , B a t t e r y  Po in t .  Elery  Hamilton-Smith w i l l  

22nd Birthday. Waratah Hote l ,  272 bhrray  S t r e e t .  
. C o s t  2 d o l l a r s  50 pe r  head, P lease  l e t  us  know 

a s  soon a s  p o a s i b l e .  i f  you a r e  corning, 
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e s p e c i a l l y  i n  our a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y  
where f a r  nore p h y s i c a l l y  p leasant  
p a s t i n e s  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  But 
what p r i c e  t h e  f e e l i n g  when t h e  l a s t  
man was up t o  s tand  around a  b laz ing  
f i r e  and t o  r e a l i z e  i t  was a l l  over. 
A t  t h e  bo t ton  u l l a n  found a  narrow 
squeeze wi th  a  draught of a i r ,  could 
hear  a small  t r i c k l e  of water  and 
could see t h a t  t h e  squeeze opened up 
about 1 0 '  f u r t h e r  on .  T i t h  more t ime 
and with support  he may have been 
a b l e  t o  cont inue  on. He l e f t  a  match- 
box on a  small  c a i r n  o f  mud t o  mark 
t h e  f u r t h e s t  po in t  reached. 
I f  a  connect ion t o  Entrance Cave i s  
found Ray has  suggested a  unique way 
of developing t h e  pot .  H i s  sugges t ion  
i s  t o  use i t  a s  a form of i;canyoningll 
underground, one simply t a k e s  along 
400 f t .  of rope and a b s e i l s  from t o p  
t o  bottorn. The p i t c h e s  a r e  f r e e  o f  
d e b r i s ,  t h e  scenery i s  spec tacu la r  

and t h e  a c o u s t i c s  i n  t h e  l o w -  
e r  p a r t s  r a t h e r  odd. It would 
be a t r i p  t o  reirzeuber. 
The equipment used comprised 
1 3  t h i r t y  f o o t  l a d d e r s ,  s i x  
120 f t .  ropes  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
s h o r t  ropes ,  headers  and eye- 
b o l t s .  The l a d d e r s  used f o r  
t h e  ? O r ,  40' and h a l f  t h e  


