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E d i t o r i a l  - Thel1end1l of Midnight Hole and t h e  beginning of "Chock- - 
stone1! Pot,  On the  13 th  October a  par ty  located the  bottom of Mid- 
night  Hole i n  Entrance Cave and recovered the  matchbox. However, 
t h e  connection i s  poss ible  only f o r  skinny people. SO, i f  you a r e  
not i n  t h a t  category don9 t  a b s e i l  down Xidnight Hole expecting t o  
walk out of Entrance Cave. The connection between the  two caves 
g ives  us a  new second deepest cave i n  Austra l ia .  The combined depth 
of t he  t w o  systems i s  a t  l e a s t  645 f e e t  - t h i s  i s  the  d i f fe rence  
i n  height  between the  top of Midmight Hole and the  lowest surveyed 
point  i n  Entrance Cave. The a c t u a l  depth i s  a t  l e a s t  2 0  f t .  more ' 

than t h a t  but we w i l l  have t o  survey t o  t he  lowest point  of t he  
cave before we can claim the  t r u e  depth. 
On t h e  same t r i p  Peter  Helman and Michael Robinson went exploring 

. - 
L. i n  t he  Banyon area  and bel ieve t h a t  they have by-passed t h e  f i n a l  

siphon - a t  l e a s t  they a r e  back i n  what they th ink  i s  the  main 
creek. This should d e f i n i t e l y  be looked a t  again but only i n  dry 
weather a s  t h i s  sec t ion  r ap id ly  f i l l s  i n  a  f lood.  
Exploration has commenced of a  new pothole approx.1 mile west of 
Ididnight Hole and known u n o f f i c i a l l y  a s  Chockstone Pot. This i s  a 
l a r g e  f i s s u r e  with a s t rong draught and has a  good chance of con- 
nect ing wi th  Exit  Cave. Two members went down about 100 f t .  where 
f u r t h e r  progress was blocked by a small chockstone. However, they 
a r e  sure  t h a t  t he  stone can be removed and the  f i s s u r e  opens up 
beyond the  blockage. This could be another deep one!! 

Adventure Camp. 
The club has decided t o  take  on the  caverneering s ide  of the  Adven- 
t u r e  Camp organised by the  National F i tness  Council. Plans a r e  f o r  
a  day t r i p  t o  Hastings on Sunday, 1 2  t h  January, 1969 f o r  about 24 
boys - probably t o  the  Wolf Hole and King George V Cave. A s  many , 

hands a s  poss ible  a r e  needed on t h i s  one. A s e l e c t  group of 6 - 8 
bo S w i l l  be taken on a weekend t r i p  the  following weekend(Jan.18, 
1 9  5 t o  Loons Cave and Entrance Cave a t  Ida Bay. 

Club News. 
+ The annual dinner was a mos t  enjoyable occasion at tended by 
29 members and f r i ends .  Thanks a r e  due t o  Joan and Peter  who d i d  
a l l  t he  organis ing,  t o  Sib f o r  drawing the  p ic tu re  f o r  t h e  menus, 
t o  Therese who spent long hours drawing up the  menus, t o  Dick who 
sup;?lied t h e  dance music and l a s t  but by no means l e a s t  t o  Brian 
and Jeane t te  who supplied the  club bir thday cake. The cen t re  piece 
of t h e  very o r i g i n a l  cake decorat ion was provided by a r a t h e r  sodden 
box of "Greenlightl1 matches recovered from the  b o t t o m  of Midnight 
Bole t he  previous weekend. The s t a r  of the  evening was Kees who 

# surpr ised everyone by dancing with a l l  the  wai t resses  and female 
members. We never knew he was a lady k i l l e r  i n  d isguise .  

W + News from Donald Fraser  i n  New Zealand who has joined the  Auck- 
land Speleo. Group. H i s  f i r s t  t r i p  was t o  t he  Waitomo a rea  where he 
went down t w o  potholes known a s  Self Respect and Virginia,  with 
drops of 90 and 105 f t .  H i s  second t r i p  t o  t he  same a rea  was a sur- 
veying t r i p  and 16 hours were spent surveying! We could do with 
some New Zealanders down here!! He a l so  s t a t e s  t h a t  the  group he 
went with d i d  not have much respect  f o r  the  caves but t h a t  t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e  i s  understandable a s  t he re  i s  not much formation t o  ruin!? 
Club hu t s  a r e  r e a l l y  luxurious compared with ours. The hut he stay-  
ed i n  had hot and cold showers and consisted of about seven rooms. 
This included t h r e e  bedrooms, a  k i tchen with t h ree  e l e c t r i c  s toves ,  
and a f r i d g e ,  a  drying room t o  dry wet caving gear ,  a  lounge room 
with  a big open f i r e  and an  outs ide  t o i l e t .  The Spie l  w i l l  have t o  
look f o r  a  new e d i t o r ,  I ' m  off t o  New Zealand!!!!! 

Conservation and Kubla Khan. - 
A t  the  l a s t  general  meeting a lengthy discuss ion was held about t h e  
neces s i t y  of p ro tec t ing  the  cave from wear and t e a r  by cavers our- 
s e lves  included. The following proposals were suggestebz- 
( 1 )  Persuade the  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  make a de t a i l ed  survey o f  the  cave 
and then s e a l  off the  entrance t o  ALL u n t i l  the  cave can be opened 
a s  a  t o u r i s t  a t - t rac t ion .  
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( 2 )  Suggestions t h a t  a  ga t e  be i n s t a l l e d  e i t h e r  where one f i r s t  
goes down t o  t h e  creek o r  i n  t h e  small passage a t  t he  end of Cairn 
Hal l  l e ad ing  off  from t h e  top  of t h e  flowstone wall .  The l a t t e r  
proposal  would l eave  t h e  Pleasure Dome unprotected.  
( 3 )  I f  t h e  ga t e  i s  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  cave should be made access ib le  
only t o  o c c a s i c l ~ a l  small  p a r t i e s  of experienced cavers  l ed  by ap- 
proved guides .  

It w a s  f i n a l l y  resolved t h a t  t h e  c lub  would approach t h e  Tasman- 
i a n  Conservat ion Trust  and t h e  new Scenery Prese rva t ion  Authority 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  new year  with t h e  a i m  of obta in ing  some form of pro- 
t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  cave. This  cave i s  - NOT t h e  p lace  t o  t ake  prospect ive 
members e s p e c i a l l y  i f  they  have not been t o l d  beforehand t o  observe 
t h e  code of e t h i c s  t o  which a l l  cavers  subscr ibe .  

The fo l lowing was published on cave conservat ion  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  
N.S.S. Newsletter(N01.26,No.g~) and i s  well  worth r e p r i n t i n g  here. 

' i f  y o u 9 r e  not  p a r t  of t h e  s o l u t i o n  . . .y  ou ' re  pa r t  of t h e  problem.' 
I saw t h i s  s tatement  t h e  o ther  day on a  VISTA recrui tment  pos te r ,  
and t h e  phrases  were so meaningful and apropos t o  many of today 's  
problems, inc lud ing  those  of t h e  Bociety and caving,  t h a t  I thought 
I ' d  pass  them on t o  you. 
Take cave conservat ion  f o r  ins tance :  We say t h a t  cave conservat ion 
i s  p r imar i ly  a  n a t t e r  of education. Many of t h e  people who connit  
a c t s  of vandalism do so by ignorance. I f  they were made t o  r e a l i z e ,  
educated i f  you w i l l ,  Chat what they  a r e  des t roying o r  m u l t i l a t i n g  
i s  p a r t  of t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  and, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i r r e p l a c e a b l e ,  
they  probably would not do so. They need t o  be shown t h a t  they  a r e  
des t roy ing  t h e  p l ea su re r s  of o t h e r s ,  present  and f u t u r e ,  and t h a t  
o t h e r s  took t h e  t r oub l e  t o  p ro t ec t  what i s  t h e r e  now, so t h a t  i t  
would be t h e r e  f o r  o the r s  bes ides  themselves t o  enjoy. 
But you don ' t  accomplish t h i s  s o r t  of educat ion by s i t t i n g  around 
on your haunches t a l k i n g  about i t ,  You go out and make an  e f f o r t  
t o  con t ac t ,  and educate ,  t h e  people doing t h e  vandalism. I n  o the r  
words, t o  accomplish anything u s e f u l ,  you must become involved. 
The people who a r e  making a n  e f f o r t  t o  contac t  and t a l k  t o  present  
( o r  p o t e n t i a l )  vandals  a r e ,  i n  a c t u a l i t y ,  a p a r t  of t h e  so lu t ion .  
The people who do nothing a r e  j u s t  helping t o  perpetuate  t h e  problen. 
To r epea t :  ' I f  you9 re  not p a r t  of t h e  so lu t i on ,  then  you9 re  p a r t  
of t h e  problem.' It i s  impossible t o  be n e u t r a l  o r  in-between i n  
t h i s  s o r t  of s i t u a t i o n .  

John Stellmack, Pres ident  N. S. S. 

TRIP REPORTS. 
Wolf Hole - Hastings - 12/10/68. 
Par ty :  H.Booth(leader) ,  P.Brabon, B.Howe, D.Hansen. 
Pa r ty  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Hastings Chalet a t  10.OOa.m. and s e t  o f f  f o r  
t h e  Wolf Hole. Je a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  one p iece ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  commend- 
a b l e  e f f o r t s  of a f e roc ious  head wind, s e t  up gea r ,  and began t h e  
descent .  
A v i c ious  t e n  minute a t t a c k  on hopeless ly  tangled  l adde r s  ensued 
halfway down t h e  115 f t .  p i t c h ,  dur ing  which time numerous aero- 
b a t i c s  were performed by Robin who, on reaching t h e  bottom, sec re t -  
l y  and vehemently re-named t h e  Wolf Hole - a  name which, a las ,  can 
never be put i n t o  p r i n t !  
Bernard and Dar re l  descended t h e  p i t c h ,  and Pe t e r  followed by a b s e i l -  
I n s i d e  t h e  cave we s e t  about t o  look f o r  a  l adde r  p i t c h  which we 
had decided on a previous t r i p  was worth i nves t i ga t i ng .  It was event- 
u a l l y  found, and Pe te r  descended t h e  ladder  and succeeded i n  f ind-  
i n g  a  cul-de-sac. 
We then  headed f o r  t h e  underground l a k e ,  where we passed a n  hour 
o r  so exp lo r ing  numerous passages and water routes .  
It was decided dur ing  a  r e s t  t h a t  a  f u l l  s c a l e  photography t r i p ,  
would be a  worthwhile t r i p  f o r  t h e  fu tu r e .  
On t h e  way back t o  t h e  l adde r s  most of t h e  apparent  passages were 
explored and Pe te r  succeded i n  making himself d izzy ,  fol lowing a 
s e r i e s  of passages which i n e v i t a b l y  l ed  him back t o  t h e  approximate 
s t a r t i n g  po in t .  We now know of a poss ib le  reason why t h e  Wolf Hole 
has never been surveyed! Robin chimneyed along a  water r ou t e  f o r  
q u i t e  a d i s t ance  before being stopped by water.  
The p a r t y  emerged from t h e  Volf Hole 4% hours l a t e r ,  wi th  Darre l  
s u i t a b l y  impressed wi th  h i s  f i r s t  caving exp id i t ion .  

Entrance Cave - Ida  Bay - 13/10/68. 
Pa r ty :  Brian and J eane t t e  Uol l in ,  Pe te r  Helman, Sinon Stephens, 
Jane t  Hansen, Michael Robinson, Cathy .... 
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The matchbox l e f t  a t  t h e  bottom of Midnight Hole by Al lan  Ke l le r  
was found halfway along a narrow squeeze some 20 f t .  long. Sinon 
forced  t h e  squeea2 thus  e s t ab l i sh ing  a connection between Midnight 
Hole and Entrance Cave. 
The f i n d i w  of t h e  matchbox has ended an  i n t e r l u d e  i n  t h e  cave h i l l  
exp lo r a t i on  t h a t  occupied f i v e  caving t r i p s ;  a )  discovery of t h e  
ho l e s  above Entrance Cave; b )  f i nd ing  of Midnight Hole and explora- 
t i o n  t o  a depth of xbout 230 f t . ;  c )  descent t o  a  depth  of 580 f t .  
and t h e  l eav ing  of a  m~tchbox  i n  a  narrow squeeze l ead ing  o f f  from 
t h e  bottom; d )  above ground survey from Entrance Cave t o  Midnight 
Hole; e )  d iscovery  of  matchbox and e s t ab l i sh ing  a  l i n k  between t h e  
two caves. 
Of i n t e r e s t  i s  t h a t  a l though nany t r i p s  have been made t o  Entrance 
Cave t h e  passage conta in ing  t h e  matchbox showed no evidence of ever 
previous ly  being discovered.  
Following t h e  matchbox discovery t h e  pa r ty  proceeded t o  t h e  end of 
Entrance Cave and descended by way of a  20 f t .  l adder  p i t c h  t o  
water l e v e l  i n  t h e  "canyont1 a rea .  Pe te r  and Michael dashed i n t o  
t h e  water ,  waist deep, and explored t h e  creek f o r  some 150 f t .  
before a  t a l u s  blockage prevented f u r t h e r  progress .  They consider  
t h e  t a l u s  may be forced  with a  concerted e f f o r t .  
The matchbox was re turned t o  Hobart and no doubt w i l l  f i n d  i t s  way 
i n t o  W e  c l u b 9 s  a r ch ive s  a s  t h e  matches al though "Greenl ightst t  a r e  
of no va lue  f o r  any o the r  purpose. 

H very  enjoyable t r i p .  B. Col l in .  

Organ Pipes - Sunday, 20/10/68. 
The Organ Pipe Ladder P r ac t i c e .  
Al lan  i s  t o  be congra tu la ted  f o r  f i nd ing ,  s e t t i n g  up and e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  h i s  morale encouragement t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  on t h e  t r i p .  
The l adder  p i t c h  was a  v e r t i c a l  90 f t .  s e t  i n  a  very cave l i k e  
atmosphere except t h a t  if one dared t o  look out t h e  view of Hobart 
some 3,000 f t .  down was i n s p i r i n g  i f  not a  b i t  unnerving. 
A l l a n y s  motives f o r  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  ladder  must f i r s t  be descend- 
ed a s  i n  a  cave a r e  suspec t ,  I t h ink  he wanted t o  g ive  u s  cavers  
a t a s t e  f o r  rock climbing. 

B. Col l in .  
Cave H i l l  - 26,27/10/68. 
Pa r ty :  Brian and J eane t t e  Co l l i n ,  Kees Sparreboom, Neil  Walker. 
Following establ ishment  of camp near  t he  old quarry s eve ra l  ho les  
previous ly  found by Brian and J eane t t e  were explored. The ho les  a r e  
near  t h e  sandstone-limestone contac t  zone, somewhere below t h e  
saddle between Marble H i l l  and Xoonlight P la teau  and i n  r a t h e r  
dense wet ,vegetat ion.  
The f i r s t  ho le  explored went down about 50 f t .  and stopped, i t  was 
i n  t h i s  cave Kees made h i s  f i r s t  phys ica l  encounter with cave wetas 
but now he has come t o  l i k e  t h e  l i t t l e  c r ea tu r e s .  
The second hole  c a l l e d  Chockstone Hole f o r  t h e  time being,  proved 
very  i n t e r e s t i n g  even i f  a b i t  3zet and muddy t o  s t a r t  with. Af ter  
40 f t .  of s lope  t h e  l s d d e r s  ware pi tched and a f u r t h e r  50 f t .  
descended i n  t w o  sho r t  p i t ches .  Af te r  descend- 30 f t .  of s t e ep ,  

Neil courageously(or  f . . . . . . ~ )  dropped down 
a  f i s s u r e  l ead ing  on but t h e i r  way was 
some 12" X 6". They could look a  long way 
a r e  optomist ic  t h a t  wi th  a  l i t t l e  e f f o r t  
removed. Considerable a i r  movement was 

Exit  and f u r t h e r  t r i p s  t o  t h i s  a r e a  would 

unstable ,  s c r ee  Kees and 
another  4 f  t . and found 
blocked by e chockstone 
f u r t h e r  on and down and 
t h e  chockstone could be 
observed i n  t h e  hole.  
This hole  could l ead  t o  
be worthwhile. 
A sho r t  t r i p  t o  Entrance Cave occupied Sunday, Neil  now i s  t he  
second person t o  f o r c e  t h e  matchbox squeeze. The squeeze was stud- 
i e d  c l o s e l y  and i t  may be poss ib le  t o  en large  i t  s l i g h t l y  such 
t h a t  cavers  of normal physique can ge t  through. 

B. Coll in .  
Hast ings Barbecue - 2/11/68. 
 arty : - ~ r i a n  and ~ e a n e t i e  ,' Pet e r  and Jonn Brabon, Kees Sparreboon, 
B i l l  Hod~e .  
The weather was &ad but t h e  food,  music and grog were exce l l en t .  
P e t e r ' s  po r t ab l e  barbecue was placed i n s i d e  t h e  hut and t h e n  by 
comon consent by coughing members it was t r anspor ted  t o  j u s t  out- 
s i d e  t h e  door,  t h e r e  t o  pe r fo rn  a  s t i r l i n g  duty f o r  our stomachs. 
Kees provided many hours of enjoyable nksic  on h i s  g u i t a r  and B i l l  
accompanied him i n  s inging a  v a r i e t y  of songs. 
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The f i r e  performed very  wel l  a f t e r  some s l i g h t  a l t e r a t i o n s  were 
made t o  t h e  brickwork. A very enjoyable occasion and those  who 
were d e t e r r e d  by t h e  weather missed a p leasan t  evening. 

B. Co l l in ,  

Ida  Bay - 3/11/68. 
Pa r ty :  Brian C o l l i n ( l e a d e r ) ,  ~ l b e r t  Goede, B i l l  Hodge, P e t e r  Brabon 
and Kees Sparreboon. 
Albe r t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Hast ings Hut a t  9a.n. t o  f i n d  some members 
s t i l l  f i r m l y  encased i n  t h e i r  s l eep ing  bags no doubt recover ing  
from t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  n igh t  before.  Af ter  a l e i s u r e l y  b reakfas t  
we headed sou th  parking t h e  c a r s  a t  t h e  usua l  spot  a t  t h e  s t a r t  
of t h e  I1Brooker Highwayt1 a t  10.30 a.m. The aims f o r  t h e  day were 
t o  c l e a r  t h e  t r a c k  and t o  make measurements f o r  t h e  g a t e  t o  be 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  Wind Tunnel. We made good progress  with t h e  c l e a r -  
i n g  of t h e  t r a c k  a s  most of t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n s  were s a p l i n g s  blown 
down dur ing  r e c e n t  storms. llReece's BogH was worse t h a n  ever  and 
i f  you s t e p  i n  t h e  wrong p lace  you go down up t o  your knees, This  
p a r t  of t h e  t r a c k  i s  a b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  cave t h a n  t h e  
planned gate! We reached t h e  ou t s ide  camp a t  1.30 p.m. and stopped 
f o r  lunch.  Br ian ,  Alber t  and Kees went t o  t h e  cave t o  make measure- 
ments f o r  t h e  g a t e  while  B i l l  and P e t e r  headed back t o  nark  t h e  
t r a c k .  Br ian  found a s u i t a b l e  p lace  f o r  t h e  g a t e  and went t o  work 
producing a mock-up from t h e  s t a c k  o f  t imber he had c a r r i e d  in.  
He soon discovered t h a t  a cave f l o o r  i s  not t h e  most s u i t a b l e  p l a c e  
t o  n a i l  a g a t e  t o g e t h e r .  s l b e r t  and Kees meanwhile explored a low- 
roofed passage l e a d i n g  of f  t h e  Wind Tunnel and found ano the r  t w o  
p laces  where d a y l i g h t  could be seen. We l e f t  t h e  caive a t  4 p.m, 
On t h e  way back we not iced  with some amusement t h e  decreas ing  s i z e  
of t h e  t r a c k  markers a s  we went along. We caught mp with B i l l  and 
P e t e r  on t h e  f o r e s t r y  road and a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  c a r s  a t  5.45 
p.m. It was a p leasan t  and p r o f i t a b l e  t r i p  wi th  i d e a l  weather f ~ r  
t h e  job. 

Alber t  Goede. 

Forward Programme. 
Nov. 1 6 ~ 7  - Entrance Cave & Chockstone Hole. Leader: k.Goede. 
Nov. 30 - Sat.  Day t r i p  t o  Exi t .  Lds. R.Booth & A.Keller. 
Dec. 3 - Tues. Gen.Meeting, 2 Night ingale  kve.,Taroona. 8p.m. 
Dec. 7 , 8  - Exi t  Cave.Leader: Brian Col l in .  
Dec. 21,22 - F l o r e n t i n e  Valley. Leader: P.Brabon. 
There w i l l  be NO Christmas Tr ip  t h i s  year  and no g e n e r a l  meeting 
i n  January. 
Jan.  12  - Day t r i p  t o  Hast ings with Adventure Camp boys. 

A 1 1  hands a r e  needed. Leader: k.Goede. 
Jan.  18,19' - Weekend t r i p  t o  Loons and Entrance Caves, Ida  Bay 

with s m a l l  group of Adventure Camp boys. A.Goede, 
Jan. 25-27 - Long weekend t r i p  t o  Gunns P l a i n s .  Leader: R.Booth. 


