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FORWARD PR0GRANN.E. 
May 24,25 - Exi t  Cave and Hobbit Hole. Small h arty f o r  Saturday 

June 1 - 
June 3  - 
June 7 , 8  - 

t r i p  t o  Hobbit Hole f o r  t r a c k  cu t i ing"  and f luoresck in -  
ing .  Leader: B. Col l in .  
Weekend p a r t y  t o  Exi t  Cave f o r  exp lo ra t ion ,  surveying 
and f l u o r e s c e i n  t r a c i n g .  Leader: Allan Ke l l e r .  
Sunday: Day t r i p  t o  F lo ren t ine .  Leader: A.Goede. 
Tuesday: General meeting a t  8p.m. a t  66 Wentworth St . ,  
South Hobart. Your hos t s :  Brian and J e a n e t t e .  
Weekend t r i p  t o  Ida  Bay t o  a t tempt  f i r s t  descent  of 
b ig  p i t c h  i n  Hobbit Hole. Come i f  you poss ib ly  can. 
A l a r g e  p a r t y  i s  needed. Leader: B.Collin. 

E d i t o r i a l  - The MIGHTY Hobbit Hole. 
Sooner o r  l a t e r  a l l  t h e  scrub  bashing a t  Ida Bay on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
of Marble H i l l  had t o  l ead  t o  anotheE d i s c o v e r f i n  a n  a r e a  which has  
a l r eady  produced some spec tacu la r  potholes .  On A p r i l  1 9  a  small  pqr ty  
l e d  by Brian discovered a  promising hole  t o  t h e  northwest of Chock- 
s tone  Pot wi th  a  small  stream flowing i n t o  i t .  The p a r t y  descended a  
s t e e p  sloL)e f o r  60 f t .  before being h a l t e d  by a  20 f t .  v e r t i c a l  drop. 
The presence of a i r  movement suggested a  promising 2rospect .  Briaq 
was so impressed by t h e  cosy atmosphere of t h e  hole  a t  ii t i n e  when 
he was h a l f  way through reading  !'The Hobbitff t h a t  he suggested t h e  
name ltHobbit Holett.  
I n  doing so he tempted f a t e  f o r  Tolkken i n  h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  book abouk 
h o b b i t s ,  e l v e s ,  and gob l ins  descr ibed a  hobbi t  hole  a s  f01lows:~~Not  
a  n a s t y  d i r t y ,  wet h o l e ,  f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  ends of worms and an  oozy 
smel l ,  nor  y e t  a d ry ,ba re  sandy ho le  with nothing i n  i t  t o  s i t  down 
on or  t o  e a t :  i t  was a  hobbit-hole ,  and t h a t  means comfortu,!! 
These i l l u s i o n s  of comfort and cos iness  were quickly  d i s p e l l e d  when 
another  p a r t y  l e d  by Kees Sparreboom v i s i t e d  t h e  ho le  aga in  on May 5. 
The 20 f t .  p i t c h  was quickly  conquered but t h e  next  p i t c h  proved t o  
be a  s u r p r i s e .  The graphic  d e t a i l s  of i t s  discovery a r e  b e s t  read i n  
Kees's t r i p  r e p o r t .  Enough t o  say here  t h a t  twin s h a f t s  were discov- 
ered - one wet and one d ry  - down which f a l l i n g  rocks t a k e  some 4 
secs .  t o  t r a v e l .  The depth i s  est imated a t  between 250 and 300 f t .  
which would rank i t  amongst t h e  t h r e e  longes t  v e r t i c a l  p i t c h e s  i n  
A u s t r a l i a ,  
We hope t o  nake t h e  f i r s t  l adder  descent  of t h e  big p i t c h  on %he 
June 7 , 8  weekend but we w i l l  need a  l a r g e  p a r t y  t o  g e t  two bods t o  
t h e  bot ton .  I f  t h e  cave proves t o  be extens ive  i t  may w e l l  be worth 
our while  t o  i n v e s t  i n  a  winch t o  g ive  more of u s  t h e  oppur tuni ty  t o  
g e t  down. I f  we a r e  very  lucky we may f i n d  a  l i n k  wi th  E x i t  Cave. 
The water going i n t o  Hobbit Hole could be t h e  source of t h e  water i n  

3- t h e  north-west creek passage i n  Exi t .  I f  a  l i n k  i s  i~lade i t  would be 
p o s s i b l e  t o  go r i g h t  through Marble H i l l  from n o r t h  t o  south.  
CLUB NEWS. 
k number of i t e n s  were discussed a t  t h e  l a s t  genera l  meeting. 
+ The Wobbit  Holef1 was o f f i c i a l l y  approved-by t h e  meeting a s  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  name f o r  t h e  new hole  a t  Ida  Bay. 
+ There was cons ide rab le  d i scuss ion  about t h e  proposal  t o  a b o l i s h  
t r i p  f e e s ,  The t r e a s u r e r  pointed out t h a t  a l though t r i p  f e e s  were 
only 10  c e n t s  per  day they  were r a r e l y  c o l l e c t e d  by p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
and revenue i n  t h e  p a s t  year  had been small .  He suggested t h a t  a  bet-  
t e r  way t o  p o v i d e  income would be t o  r e v i ~ w  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a t  each 
a . G . M .  and r a i s e  them i f  necessary.  The meeting agreed t o  a b o l i s h  
t r i p  f e e s .  
+ Ulber t  Soede was a p ~ ~ o i n t e d  coordina tor  f o r  t h e  A.S.P, conference 
and was g iven  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a c t  on behalf  of t h e  c lub  t o  g e t  thingg 
moving. 
+ Brian C o l l i n  expressed concern t h a t  t h e  new chrome-vanadium car-  
a b i n e r s  r e c e n t l y  purchased by t h e  c lub  were a l r eady  showing s i g n s  of 
r u s t  where knocked o r  worn by ropes.  Enqui r ies  a r e  t o  be nade wi th  
t h e  f i r n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  manufacture. 
+ The a e ~ t i n g  s e t  a record  f o r  both apologies  and a t tendance .  A l l  
c h a i r s  were occupied and so was t h e  f l o o r .  



Speleo Sp ie l .  

TRIP RXPOiiTS. 
E x i t  Cave - Sunday 13/4/69. 
Pa r ty :  Brian C o l l i n ,  Alber t  Goede, P e t e r  Brabon, Robin and Judy 
Booth. 
The one day t r i p  t o  i n s t a l l  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  g a t e  was success- 
f u l  and not  a s  unpleasant  a s  one sometimes envisages a working t r i p  
t o  be. The cosy atmosphere of t h e  wind tunne l  proved i d e a l  f o r  long 
and e a r n e s t  d i s c u s s i o n  w h i l s t  t h e  ho les  were d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  r o d ,  
A s  only two could work a t  a time P e t e r  showed Robin t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  
of t h e  cave. 
The t r a c k  i s  r a p i d l y  becoming, I should say i s ,  a  bog. The average 
depth  of mu6 f o r  a  cons iderable  d i s t a n c e  i s  1 2 " .  Good luck  t o  t h e  
P.W.D. i n s p e c t o r  who has  been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  g a t e  on 
completion. B. Col l in .  

Lune River  =ea. - Saturday 19/4/69. 
Pa r ty :  Brian and J e a n e t t e  C o l l i n ,  Kees Sparreboon and John Boyle. 
ru? enjoyable t r i p  t h a t  s a w  t h e  d iscovery  of a  very promising hole  
$hat  could l ead  us  t o  Ex i t .  The hole  i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  north-west 
of Chockstone Pot and i s  where a  small  creek goes underground a t  
t h e  sandstone - l imestone junct ion.  n f t e r  descending a s t e e p  s lope  
f o r  some 60 f t .  f u r t h e r  progress  was ha l t ed  by a 20 f t .  v e r t i c a l  
drop. A i r  movement was observed a t  t h i s  poin t  and a l l  looks  very 
promising f o r  some i n t e r e s t i n g ,  even i f  a b i t  wet, caving. 
The l imes tone  s t r a t a  i s  dipping a t  about 20' near  t h e  h o l e  and a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  nor th  a su r face  creek was found. It would ap- 
pear t h a t  t h i s  i s  another  point  on t h e  east-west f a u l t  l i n e  t h a t  
passes  near  Entrance Cave and t h e  old quarry.  
Severa l  o t h e r  ho les  were found i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  should be descend- 
ed some day but no a i r  movement was observed. The s inkho le  t o  t h e  
e a s t  of s t a t i o n  24 on t h e  La Perouse t r a c k  and t h e  60 f t .  hole  some 
200 f t .  t o  t h e  west of s t a t i o n  34 were descended but n e i t h e r  went 
any f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  drop. The 60 f t .  ho le  proved t o  be very 
enjoyable ,  t h e  ho le  opening up from approx. 3  f t .  by 2 f t .  a t  t h e  
t o p  t o  some 20 f t .  diameter  a t  t h e  bottom. B r i m  Co l l in .  

Rocky Ton - Jumar p r a c t i c e .  - 25/4/69. 
Pa r ty :  Brian C o l l i n ,  S ib  Corbe t t ,  Kees Sparreboom, John Boyle. 
A p leasan t  a f t e r n o o n  f i n d i n g  out many of t h e  disadvantages and some 
of t h e  good p o i n t s  of mechanical rope c l i n b e r s .  With f u r t h e r  exper- 
i ence  sone of t h e  conclusions formed on Fr iday  may be proved wrong 
but f o r  what i t  i s  worth t h i s  i s  what we found out .  
1. - With a s i n g l e  rope g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  

was exl~er ienced i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  
t o p  few f e e t  where t h e  rope passed 
over a  sharp bend. 

2. Two r o p e s  over t h e  t o p  s e c t i o n  enabled u s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  t o p  
7 

s e c t i o n  wi th  reasonable  ease.  The method being t o  climb on one rope 
and near t h e  d i f f i c u l t  s e c t i o n  t o  t r a n s f e r  one jumar t o  t h e  o the r  
rope. 
3.-k ches t  loop a t t a t c h e d  t o  t h e  lower jumar enables  r e s t i n g  wi th  
7 

reasonable  confor t .  
4. For caving purposes where t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  s e c t i o n  w i l l  normal- - 
l y  be a t  t h e  t o p  and where speed i s  e s s e n t i a l  I f e e l  t h a t  a  s h o r t  
l a d d e r  could be used,  t h e  climber t r a n s f e r h g  from t h e  rope t o  t h e  
l a d d e r .  
5. The l e n g t h  of t h e  f o o t  s l i n g s  a r e  important and each climber - 
should have h i s  own. 

Junars  w i l l  form a  u s e f u l  a d d i t i o n  t o  our equipment but p r a c t i c e  
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  master t h e  technique.  Erian Colline 

Ex i t  Cave Gate - s a t .  3/5/69. 
Pa r ty :  Brian C o l l i n ,  Alber t  Goede, Kees Sparreboom and John Boyle. 
Ex i t  Cave i s  now protec ted  by a  ate. For some moments a f t e r  i t s  
completion we thought i t  would prove so vandal prove t h a t  even wi th  
a  key no one could e n t e r ,  however, a f t e r  4 hours hard sawing a  
small  f i n g e r  ho le  was c u t  and wi th  some p r a c t i c e  and much manual 
d e x t e r i t y  we found t h a t  t h e  lock  could be undone. 
A l i t t l e  more work i s  requi red  t o  enable t h e  lock  t o  be undone 
qu ick ly  and convenient ly  and a few more rocks  a r e  r equ i red  t o  be 
cemented i n  bes ide  t h e  g a t e  but a s  i t  s t ands  t h e  w t e  i s  ready f o r  



Goverment inspec t ion .  I conf iden t ly  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
w i l l  be s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  cons t ruc t ion  but I have some doubts 
whether he w i l l  surv ive  t h e  t r i p  i n  and out .  
The g a t e  has  been l e f t  open and t h e  padlock removed, i t  w i l l  be f i n -  
a l l y  locked only when one o r  more keys can be l e f t  i n s i d e  t h e  cave 
i n  case of emergency. 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  g a t e  has  involved t ime and hard work but i f  
i t  s t o p s  t h a t  one vandal who could des t roy  t h e  format ions  t h e n  t h e  
e f f o r t  v ~ i l l  have been worth i t .  
John' S e x i ~ e r i n e n t  i n  t e s t i n g  t h e  f lammabi l i ty  of parkas was 100% 
s u c c e s s f u l ,  l u c k i l y  i t  d id  not r a i n  on t h e  way out .  Kees a l s o  prov- 
ed t h a t  t o r c h e s  do not f l o a t .  Brian Col l in .  

Hobbit Hole - ( I d a  h ay) - Sunday 4/5/69. 
Report of t h e  t r i p  t o  t h e  new cave(Hobbit ~ o l e )  by Rees Sparreboon. 
On Sunday t h e  4 t h  of Illay, a  pa r ty  of f i v e  people went t h e i r  way 
t o  f i n d  out some more about t h e  new found cave near Chockstone Pot.  
The names of them were: Pe te r  Helman, S ib  Corbe t t ,  John ~ o ~ l e ( f r o m  
Sydney) Car l  Bjdrklund and myself. 
A f t e r  some scrambling through t o u t h  bush we found t h e  cave(Lead by 
P e t e r  and S i b . )  We had some lunch a t  t h e  top  of t h e  cave and made 
ready t o  go down. There we went. We rezched t h e  p i t c h  of t h e  cave 
where we were be fo re ,  a  few weeks ago, t h a t  goes down f o r  about 2 0 f t .  
We f i x e d  a  l a d d e r  and went down, myself f i r s t .  My f i r s t  i n p r e s s i o n  
was t h a t  t h e  cave f i n i s h e d  t h e r e ,  but a f t e r  some looking I found a  
h o l e ,  threw a  s tone  i n  i t  and got  t h e  shock of my l i f e  when I count- 
ed 10  before  t h e  s tone  cane t o  r e s t .  I thought i t  took 10  secs .  but 
t h i s  was wrong I counted too  quick probably because my h e a r t  was 
bea t ing  so f a s t .  
P e t e r  Helrian caue down quickly  and nade su re  t h a t  i t  was only 4 secs .  
deep. S t i l l  a  very e x c i t i n g  d iscover  . \le made p repara t ions  t h e r e  
( a f t e r  t h e  whole p a r t y  had come down 3 t o  explore t h i s  h o l e  f u r t h e r .  
John and Car l  got a  t h i c k  branch from t h e  t o p ,  needed a s  a  belay 
anchor ,  and we fa s t ened  t h e  l a d d e r s  and dropped t h e n  down. 
I went down and h i t  a  ledge ~ f t e r  about 15 f t .  I n  t h e  meantime t h e  
water t h a t  cane from t h e  creek ,  wetted me t o  t h e  s k i n  below t h e  
wais t  and drollped f u r t h e r  down i n  t h e  hole .  This hole  t h a t  I saw 
was h o r r i b l e  t o  look i n t o  and very  uncomfortable t o  go i n t o ,  s o  
much water was going down. 
Then I locked round. and found a  passage t h a t  lead  t o  another  much 
more Iromisin;; h o l e ,  a l thoush  i t  gave me q u i t e  a  shock a f t e r  I drop- 
ped a s tone  i n  t o  i t  and t h i s  t o &  about 4 secs .  again.  I decided 
t o  drop t h e  l a d d e r s  i n t o  i t  and have a look. But t h e r e  I d id  not 
f e e l  too  we l l  and t h e  l a d d e r s  did not reach  t h e  bottom(hanging f r e e  
so f a r  I could s e e )  I d id  not go down because i t  was p r e t t y  hopeless.  
Then I got  U;> a s  quickly  a s  ;)ossible and a s  wet as a f i s h  t h a t  came 
out of t h e  water .  To g e t  t h e  p a r t y  out of t h e  cave,  J-?hii prussiked ------ up on t h e  rope(20 f t .  p i t c h )  and f a s -  

tene6 a  l a d d e r ,  so t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  
t c o u l d  ge t  out f a i r l y  quickly .  We had 

I a  cull of t e a  and made ready t o  f i n d  
t h e  c a r s .  ~ f t e r  e x c e l l e n t  nav iga t ion  
of P e t e r  ~ e l m a n ( f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  t h i s  
h o l e )  we found t h e  t r a c k  t h a t  brought 

Ueb~, t  Ualr. f~&7 us  t o  t h e  c a r s .  I t h i n k  i t  was verv 
success fu l  wi th  promise of f u r t h e r "  
exp lo ra t ion  f o r  t h i s  cave. 
For ne another  l e s s o n  was t h a t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  towards t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  
must be very watchful  anc? c a r e f u l  t o  
keep out of t r o u b l e .  

Kees Syarreboom. 

Rough ske tch  of cave i f t e r  20 f t .  i ~ i t c h , \  L- . 


