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Z d i t o r i a l  - ijo nore Hobbit ho le  but t h e  beginning of i l f ieve la t ion  Cave! 
The e d i t o r  should have kept  h i s  b ig  nouth shut  i n  t h e  l a s t  S p i e l  
about t h e  -;:ros;?ects of t h e  'imii,;htytt Hobbit Hole. Both t h e  name and 
t h e  p rospec t s  turned out t o  be a b i g  mistake.  
Our f i r s t  e f f o r t  up t h e r e  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  S p i e l  was a day t r i p  on t h e  
25 t h  Xay. The hi,:hlic,ht of t h e  t r i p  w n s  Br ian ' s  use  of a f i s h i n g  

: rod and r e 2 1  t o  !:leasure t h e  depth  of t h e  s h a f t s .  He descended. 20 f t .  
through t h e  w s t e r f a l l  t o  t h e  led,;e t o  f i n d  t h a t  both s h a f t s  were 
only 120 f t .  deep from t h e  lec!(;e and apiIearad t o  rner;;e lower down. 
The d ry  s h a f t  wc.s fourid t o  be too  dar~gerous due t o  lar,::e rocks  perch- 
ed on t h e  e d ~ e  s o  t h e  wet s h a f t  was s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  descent .  The 
p a r t y  a l s o  p r e i ~ a r e d  t h e  to11 of t h e  p i t c h  by d r i l l i n p  a couple of l o x  
-en h o l e s  f o r  be l sys  and innrked a new t r a c k  t o  t h e  cave from t h e  016 
iJuarry. The new r o u t e  only t a k e s  one t h i r d  of t h e  t i r r~e i t  used t o  
t a k e  f r o n  t h e  O l d  Quarry t o  t h e  Hobbit Hole v i a  Chockstone Pot. The 
new t r a c k  z l s o  hus a much e u s i e r  ,;ra6.ient. iis a r e s u l t  of t h e  t r i p  
t h e  depth  of t h e  s h a f t  was reduced. f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e r  e s t i a a t e  of 250 
- 300 f t .  t o  a  noiizst 140 f t .  wi th  a l edce  20 f t .  down. Emever ,  i t  
s t i l l  looked il pronisin:.; ~ r o s 1 ) e c t  anc?. t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  would have 
t o  be descencled throu3h t h e  w a t e r f a l l  a l l  t h e  way made i t  2 tou(:h 
p ropos i t ion .  
On t h e  weekend o f  June 7 , 8  an advdnce pa r ty  of f i v e  w e ~ t  u ~ !  t o  t h e  
ho le  e a r l y  oil Sciturd:iy t o  m:lke t h e  descent .  They were fl,llowed a  few 
hours  h t e r  by i.l, lk~r:;e p a r t y  ca r ry ing  a l l  t h e  c l u b ' s  worldly 2osses- 
s i o n s  of rope and l adder  t o  t a c k l e  any f u r t h e r  p i t c h e s  tha. t  n ight  
come t~ l i , h t .  \vhen t h e  second p a r t y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  they re -  
ceived word t h a t  t h e  ho le  f i n i s h e d  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  s h a f t  only 
200 f t .  below t h e  sur face .  The descent  was wade by d l a n  Ke l l e r  who 
found only i~ ; , ?ene t rab le  c r i ~ c k s  vhen he re'lched t h e  b o t t o , ~ .  
wllnn was f i r s t  t o  returvl t o  t h e  su r face  soaked t o  t h e  s k i n  with 
water  d r i ; j i ~ i n g  f r o u  h i s  beard and t h e  t a t t e r e d  renai l is  of h i s  water- 
proof t r o u s e r s  flappin,: round h i s  l e d s  he nude a f o r c e f u l  su@;:estion 
t h a t  Hob5it Hole should be chmged. tollHorror Holefs. Y o  s!:low he meant 
i t  he pulleil out i t  sodd.en :lack of sr-iokes and ; r imly  s t a r t e d  t r i n g i n g  
t h e  water out of i t .  Sor:e t i n e  l a t e r  t h e  o the r  f o u r  e..ier:yed f r o n  t h e  
hole  wi th  an  i u g r e s s i v e  1;ile of soakrng wet but r e n s r k ~ b l y  c l e a n  
:';ear. 
liiost of t h e  y a r t y  headed d o ~ m  t h e  h i l l  t o  i;ntrarlce Ciive but f i v e  of 
u s  sttiyed t o  exi?lore soue of t h e  o the r  h , ~ l e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  a s  we 
hrld a l l  t h e  .,eidr up t h e r e  :,nyway. B r i m  exi~1orc.d L ;)r.?rr~ising ho le  
t h z t  f i z z l e 6  out a t  - 40 f t .  ;:Text T1:e c a r r i e d  out sone su r fzce  ex- 
;?lor;ition and discovered a nuddy r i f t  below a l;iri,l:e f a l l e n  log .  ;ye 
were Sotill Li,jreed t h a t  wz had never seen t! l e s s  ; jronisin,;  elltrance 
but s i n c e  we hiid . .llenty of ,[?ear we thoui:ht we r3if;,Sht a s  ~ .ve l l  t;ive i t  
a t r y .  3ric.m descended f i r s t  mutteri l lg f r ~ : . ~  t i x e  t o  tlj..le t h a t  i t  
wouldn't , ,o u n t i l  he f i n a l l y  dis. .~ppeared out of ea r sho t .  5ome time 
l a t e r  cd:::t. tlic r eques t  f o r  clnother boi! an6 c l  rope.  . d l ; i i ~  disc~pl)eltrec? 
down t h e  ho le  ~ , v i t k i  :z rope quickly  followe? by :;ib ; ~ z l c i  Henk. The hqle  
went 011 la!;kin;; b e t t e r  z l l  t h e  w y  and l i l l a n  a f t e r  cli,;!binc; down 
t h r e e  s h o r t  Crops w r 1 s  stol?pec, by nnother one ,?t C L  d e i ~ t h  gf lrrlbout 
2 ~ 0  f t .  Four e n t h u s i a j t i c  ci:vers re turned  t o  t h e  su r face  and. t h e  
]:lane 'ii?evelt:tion Cavett wls su,.;: e s t  ed by Brian.  
'lhe f  ollowi11.-.  ddy f i v e  cdvers  headecl back t r, f l K e v e l ; ~ t i ~ ~ ~ 1 ' ~  wi th  t h e  
necessary , ,e;:r. A 60 f t .  j ~ l t c h  was descended dnc! f u r t h t . r  ex!;loration 
revealed  h r , - ; e  f i s s u r e  v:ith s h a f t s  so ln@ up tawards t h e  eurface.  The 
m i n  passc?. .. e  h e d e d  i n t o  th.e h i l l  towards S x i t  but  ,it i t s  f a r  end 
was blocke?: by t d l u s  nnd sand wi th  LL drau,.:ht ,:;omg through. The 
depth  r e x h e c  i s  est imated between 300 ancl 350 f t .  all6 c,-;m~)ass betzr- 



Speleo S p i e l .  (Page 2 . )  June,  1969. 

i n g s  suggest  t h a t  t h e  ead of t h e  cave i s  w i t h i n  a  few hundred f e e t  
of t h e  i lLost Squeezes' passage i n  Ex i t  Czve. The f a r  end of t h e  cave 
looks  a  good prospect  f o r  a d i g  so w e ' l l  be back soon. Kernember t o  
read t h e  next  S p i e l  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e v e l a t i o n s !  

B.S.F. Conference t o  be held i n  Hobart. 
T . C . C .  and S.C.S. have a g r e e d 3 0  a c t  a s  j o i n t  h o s t s  f o r  t h e  next  h. 
S.F. conference i n  Hobart on a  f i f t y  - f i f t y  b a s i s .  xn organis ing  
cormi t t ee  of f o u r  was formed wi th  Bob Cocker i l l  and Rien de Vr ies  a s  
S.C.S. r e l ~ r e s e n t a t i v e s  and k l b e r t  Goede and Frank Brown a s  t h e  T . C . C .  
members. The new conmittee w i l l  meet soon and hopes t o  g e t  out i t s  
f i rs t  conference c i r c u l a r  mi th in  a few weeks. T . C . C . N . B .  dec l ined  t o  
be represented  on t h e  committee because of t h e  d i s t a n c e  they  would 
have t o  t r a v e l  t o  a t t e n d  and because they  f e l t  they  were a l r eady  re -  
presented by T . C . C .  However, they  a r e  very keen t o  t ake  ) a r t  i n  a  
f i e l d  t r i p  t o  biole Creek. They have some i n t e r e s t i n g  s iphons  l i n e d  
up a s  d iv ing  prospects  and would l i k e  t o  see  sone cave d i v e r s  f r m  
mainland c l u b s  have a  go a t  then.  
Mainland cavers  who p lan  t o  cone t o  t h e  conference a r e  urged t o  make 
e a r l y  bookings on t h e  f e r r i e s ( 2 . 0 . T .  o r  ~ m ~ r e s s )  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  they 
want t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  c a r s .  Even if you a r e  not qizite s u r e  you 're  com- 
ing  BOOK NOTW. -- 
Message from Queensland. 
The fol lowink m e s s ~ g e  was rece ived  f r o n  t h e  Univers i ty  of ~ u e e n s l a n d  
spe leos  a few days before  our l a s t  t r i i~  t o  t h e  Hobbit Hole. 

Thz road goes ever  on and on, 
Down f ~ o m  t h e  door where i t  began. 
Wow f a r  ahead t h e  Boad has gone, 
And I must fo l low,  i f  I can, 
?ursulng i t  wi th  eager f e e t ,  
U n t i l  i t  j o i n s  some l a r g e r  way 
dhere many pa ths  and e r rands  meet 
And )! , i ther then?  I cannot sgy.I1 

J XR. ~olkken; .  Lord of t h e  Rings. 
Best of l uck  a s  you go down i n t o  t h e  darkness  of Hobbit Hole next 
weekend. Vish we" couid be t h e r e .  

l 'aul and Margot and a l l  U.Q.S.S. 
Prospect ive  Mmber. 
Wesley L.  C ~ r p e n t e r ,  43 Darcy S t . ,  South Hobart. 24 - 270. Work: 
Cosmic Ray ;roup, Physics  Dept. ,  Uni. of Tas. 2  7741 ext.436. 
Wes i s  a k e t n  photodrapher and would l i k e  t o  meet sone cavers  who 
a r e  s i m i l a r l y  inclined. So f a r  t h e  only caves he has  seen  a r e  Hobbit 
Hole and Entrdnce Cave! 
T r i p  Reports .  - If you want t o  read  the^: you w i l l  have t o  w r i t e  
then .  There was an i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i p  t o  Exi t  Cave on 24,25/5/69 but 
where i s  t h a t  r e p o r t ? ?  To make up f o r  i t  we have t w o  r epor t - s  on t h e  
Hobbit Hole t r i p  25/5/69. 
T H E  LONG ,--.-,A.-------,- 

Hobbit Hole - Sunday, 25/5/69. 
Pa r ty :  Brian C o l l i n ( l e a d e r ) ,  J e a n e t t e  C o l l i n ,  d b e r t  Goede, Wes Car- 
p e n t e r ,  Sib Corbe t t ,  S a l l y  Nor r i s ,  P e t e r  and Joan BrL~bon, Simon and 
Jane t  S t  eL~hens .  
The a i m  of t h e  t r i p  were t o  plumb t h e  depths of t h e  Hobbit Hole, 
t o  put i n  loxelis a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  b i g  drop t o  be usecl a s  belay 
g o i n t s  and t o  mark an  e a s i e r  access  t r a c k  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  
descent .  5imon and J ~ l n e t  had gqne down t h e  p r e v i m s  day and a t  2 .15  
p.m. on Saturday placed f o u r  pounds of fl tkmesceirz i n  t h e  stream 
t h a t  f lows i n t o  Hobbit H ~ l e .  
Some of us  l e f t  Hobart a t  6.30 a.10. t o  meet up a t  Longley wi th  
Brian and J e a n e t t e .  Vies and I t h e n  drove on t o  t h e  Hast ings Hut 
a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  a t  9 a.m. t~ rouse Simon and Jane t .  However, they  
needed no r ~ u s i n g  and we were soon on our way t o  Ida Bay. By some 
s t r ange  coincidence everybody a r r i v e d  a t  j u s t  about t h e  same time. 
~t t h e  Old juarry t h e  pctrty d iv ided .  Sinon, Wes and myself were t o  
go t o  Hobbit v i a  t h e  La  Perouse t r a c k  end Chockstone Pot while t h e  
o t h e r s  l e d  by Bridn pioneered t h e  new rou te .  'Ye a r r i v e d  a t  Hobbit 
Hole a t  12.10 12.12. only 10  n ins .  ahead of t h e  o t h e r s  2nd w i t h i n  
shout ing d i s t a n c e  j u s t  i n  tune t o  s t o y  them from marchin9 f u r t h e r  
up t h e  h i l l .  The f i s h i n g  rod and r e c l  Br ian  had brquyht t o  measure 
t h e  depth  of t h e  p i t c h  were a  l i t t l e  t h e  worse f o r  wear a f t e r  a l l  
t h e  scrub  bashing but r e p a i r s  were soon made. ~ f t e r  lunch t h e  nen 
went down t h e  ho le  while t h e  l a d i e s  stoked t h e  f i r e .  The cave was 
given a nusiber(No.15) 2nd we t h e n  proceeded t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  b ig  
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drop.  It was f 
a s  t h i s  i s  a n  

(iJcz{:e 3. 1 June,  1969. 
ound unnecessary  t o  u se  a  l a d d e r  on t h e  1 5  f t .  p i t c h  
easy  chinney wi th  2 l e n t y  of hand and f o c t h o l 6 s .  u f t e r  

we had pu t  i n  one l o x e n  one l a d d e r  was at tac; ' : ,d m d .  Briar, d r e s sed  i n  
s u i t a b l e  wet weather  g e a r  went down under t h e  w a t e r f a l l  t o  t h e  l e d g e  
t o  have a look .  Meanwhile a second h o l e  was d r i l l e d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  nex t  t r i p .  B r i a n  came back up t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  d r y  s h a f t  
was much t o  ddn?;erous becduse of l o ~ s e  rock  a t  t h e  t o p  and sugges ted  
t h a t  t h e  wet s h a f t  would have t o  be used f o r  t h e  t i escen t ,  He was 
handed h i s  rod  and l i n e  and went down t o  do h i s t t f i s h i n g T s  i n  bo th  
h o l e s .  i i f t e r  plumbing b ~ t h  s h a f t s  he found t h e  same d e p t h  f o r  each.  
The a c t u a l  d e p t h  would not  be known t i l l  l a t e r  bu t  i t  was obvious 
t h a t  i t  was f a r  l e s s  t h s n  we had been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e ,  However, t h e  
s h a f t s  s e m e d  t : ~  open ~ u t  2s;m below i n t ~  a s i z e a b l e  c h a ~ l b e r .  We l e f t  
t h e  Hobbit Hole a t  4 ;?,m. marking our  t r a c k  as we went and a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  c a r s  a t  5.15 p .n .  kLs soon a s  we had d i sposed  of our  d i r t y  
cav ing  tni:,.<; t h e  f i s h i n g  l i n e  was s t r e t c h e d  ou t  slant: t h e  road and 
measured by t h e  l i g h t  of t 3 r c h e s  and c a r b i d e  lamps. E\ro!;i t h e  l e d g e  
which i d  i t s e l f  20 f t .  down bo th  s h a f t s  were measured a s  120 f t .  
deep.  It c e r t a i n l y  l o - \ k s  a promising h o l e  and t h e  next  triy should 
be q u i t e  e x c i t i n g  a s  i t  w i l l  have t o  be descended a l l  t h e  way through 
t h e  w a t e r f z l l .  no v o l u n t e e r s ? ? ?  hlbert Goede. 

1 TKd kiholi~. - 
ItHobbit Holei: - Sunday, 25 th  May, 1969. 
P a r t y :  B r i a n  and ~ e c z n e t t e  ~ o l l i n , ~ ~ e t e r  and Joan Brabon, S i b  Corbe t t ,  
S a l l y  N o r r i s ,  i l l b e r t  Gosde, Wes Carpen te r ,  Sirnon and J a n e t  Stephens .  
The d e p t h  of t h e  drop  was determined by lower ing  a  t o r c h  w i t h  t h e  
a i d  of a f i s h i n g  l i n e  and rod .  The t o t a l  d rop  i s  a disa;2;,ointing 
140 f t .  bu t  t h e r e  i s  some compensation i n  t h a t  t h e  l a e d e r  w i l l  be 
d i r e c t l y  uxder  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  
Kees ' s  d r y  h o l e  j o i n s  up w i t h  t h e  wet main s h a f t  a f t e r  a few f e e t  
bu t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of rock  r e s i d i n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  makes me p r e f e r  t h e  
wate ry  d e s c e n t .  
The s h a f t  i s  r edsqnab ly  lar;.;e, some 20 f t .  a c r o s s  and appea r s  t o  op- 
en  up about  8 0  f t .  down. Two e y e b o l t s  have been f i x e d  f o r  l a d d e r  and 
s a f e t y  rope  anchorage and L v e r y  gol?d r o u t e  h a s  beer1 lnarked froni t h e  
Old Quarry t o  t h e  cave.  
Qn Sa tu rday  a t  2  p.n. Simon and. J a n e t  v i s i t e d  t h e  ckive and p laced  
4 l b s .  of f l u o r e s c e i n  i n  the  c r e e k ,  t h e  underground p a r t y  i n  Xxit  
Cave saw no 2 o s i t i b e  s i g n  of t h e  f l u o r e s c e i n ,  
Hobbit Hole h a s  been nui'lbered No.15. 
The l a d i e s  a r e  t o  b e  c ~ n g r a t u l a t e d  on 1 i l ;h t ing  and ma in t a in ing  a 
f i r e  under  r a t h e r  wet d r i z z l y  c o n d i t i o n s .  

B r i a n  C o l l i n .  

Hobbit Hole and Others .  7,8 June ,  1969. 
P a r t y :  - S a t . &  Sun.:- P p e t e r  Brabon, S ib  C o r b e t t ,  John Boyle,  d l a n  

K e l l e r ,  B r i a n  C o l l i n .  
Sa t  : - l ~ l b e r t  Goede, Henk Mecrding, S a l l y  Morr i s ,  Simon and 
J a n e t  S t  ephens , %es Carpent e r  a n d  two v i s i t o r s .  

The Hobbit Hole adven tu re  i s  now ended,  i t  h a s  proved a c l a s s i c  ex- 
ample of g p t i n i s n  be ing  r e l e n t l e s s l y  crushed by f a c t ,  From a 300 f t .  
d rop  and p r o s y e c t  of r e a c h i n g  S x i t  i t  f i n i s h e d  up a wet 140  f t .  and 
a dead end. r i l lan was t h e  on ly  olie t o  descend t h e  p i t c h  and from h i s  
appa ren t  s t a t e  of d i s t r e s s  and v i v i d  d e s c r i p t i o n  no one was anxious  
t o  o b t a i n  a second op in i9n .  A l l a n  I hope w i l l  r e p o r t  i n  d e t a i l  on 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered bu t  it was obvious  t h a t  l o n g  l a d d e r  
d rops  under  w a t e r f a l l s  can  be dangerous  from a s p e c t s  c~f co ld  and 
Brea th ing .  ~ f t e r  Hobbit Eiole some of t h e  p a r t y  went t o  Blitrance Cave 
and a p a r t  f rom g e n e r a l  t r o g l ~ i n g  cornrnenced d i g g i n g  ou t  t h e  Iiktchbox 
Squeeze. The r e s t  of t h e  p r t y  went s u r f a c e  e x p l o r i n g  and found. 
W e v e l a t i o n  Cavetl(unoff  i c i a l  name) some 400 f e e t  St:r.U. of Hobbit ,  
t fReve la t ion? i  was f u r t h e r  exp lored  on Sunday t o  a spo t  some 300 - 350 
f t .  ~ O V I I ,  where f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  some Cl.igl,ing. 
The n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  cave m e : - - ( l )  A v e r y  u n i i ~ p r e s s i v e  en- 
t r a n c e ;  ( 2 )  The cave h a s  a r ea sonab ly  un i f0r .u  g rade  w i t h  on ly  one 60 
f t .  l a d d e r  ~ i t c h ; ( 3 )  Large f i s s u r e  co in6  up w e l l  over  60 f t . ; ( 4 ) C o n  
- s i d e r a b l e  z i r  movernent;(5) D i r e c t i o n  SoW. i .e .heac?ing f o r  E x i t  Cave. 

B r i a n  C o l l i n .  

Famous Las t  ~ o r d s ( o v e r h e a r d  a t  l a s t  G.M. ) 

You j u s t  go s t r a i g h t  ahead up t h e  c reek .  

IlYou c a n ' t  m i s s  i t  - t h e r e  i s  a b i g  s t r i n g y b a r k  
a c r o s s  i t t1. 


