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Speleo Sp ie l .  - November, 1969. 

F0R;irURD PiiOGRAVIIVIE 
Novenber 23 - SUNDAY. Day t r i p ;  su r face  exp lo ra t ion  i n  Junee 

a r e a .  Leader: B.Collin. - . 

November 30 - SUNDAY. V i s i t  t o  new cave. Explorat ion and photo 
-granhy. Leader: A.  Goede. 

December 3  - I I E D N E S ~ A Y .  8  p.m. General meeting a t  Nat ional  
F i t n e s s  Building,  Room 8 ,  59 C o l l i n s  S t r e e t .  

December 6  SATTJRDkY, a l l  members a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a  Bar re l  
( b e e r )  Night a t  m n e  and T e r r y 9 s  p l a c e ,  t o  ce le -  
b r a t e  amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Terry 
i s ' u n f i t b  and Christmas i s  coming. Terry and 
knne a r e  providing t h e  b a r r e l  so p lease  come 
and he lp  them d r i n k  it .  Bring some supper and 
i f  you a r e  a  connoisseur your own to?  s h e l f  
s tu f f .kddress :  63 C o l v i l l e  S t r e e t ,  Ba t t e ry  Po in t ,  
Come any t ime a f t e r  7.30. " 

December 7 - SUNDAY. V i s i t  t o  Bradley Chestermans Cave, Ida  
Bay. Leader: R.Booth. 

December 1 3  - Mtiknne. Leader: B,Collin.  

Death of John Bogle. 
It i s  wi th  t h e  deepes t  r e g r e t  t h a t  we announce t h e  dea th  of one 

of our members w h i l s t  on an exp lo ra to ry  t r i p  i n  t h e  M t  .&me a rea .  
John was In a  p a r t y  of f o u r  explor ing  t h e  nor th -eas te rn  end of t h e  
dolomite r i d g e  of Mt.mne. Sometime on Saturday a f t e rnoon  while they  
were descending t h e  r i d g e  on t h e i r  way back t o  canp John became 
separa ted  f r o a  t h e  o t h e r s  and apl3arently l o s t  h i s  way. The o t h e r s  

S searched t h e  a r e a  l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  and aga in  t h e  fo l lowing 
morning without  success .  The alarm was r a i s e d  on Sunday af te rnoon 
and t h e  fo l lowing week saw one of t h e  m o s t  ex tens ive  bush searches  
ever made i n  Tasmania. F o o t p r i n t s  presumed t o  be John9s  were found 
i n  s e v e r a l  d a c e s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a t  one s t a g e  he may have been 
w i t h i n  200 yds .  of camp. John was not found &nd t h e  o f f i c i a l  sea rch  
was f i n a l l y  abandoned n ine  days a f t e r  h i s  disappearance.  It i s  
a p p r o p r i ~ ~ t e  h e r e  t o  thank a l l  c l u b s ,  o rgan iza t ions  and i n d i v i d u a l s  
who took p r t  i n  t h e  search.  To mention a  few, t h e  Climbing Club of 
~ a s m a n i a ( o f  which John was a l s o  a member), our s i s t e r  c l u b s  S.C.S. 
and T . C . C , N . B . ,  Hobart Sialking Club, p o l i c e ,  H . E . C , ,  Boy3.1 Navy and 
many o t h e r s  t o o  numerous t o  mention. The sea rch  has shown t h a t  i n  
a n  emergency such a s  t h i s  many c lubs  must work toge the r .  A t  our las t  
meeting i t  was decided t h a t  we should join t h e  Bushwalkers Federa- 
t i o n  and become p a r t  of an  i n t e g r a t e d  sea rch  and rescue  system. 

John was a  Sydney caver  who joineo t h e  c lub  a s  a n  a s s o c i a t e  
member s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago but did not come t o  Tasmahia u n t i l  e a r l y  
t h i s  year .  During h i s  s h o r t  t i n e  wi th  us  we had a l l  come t o  l i k e  
him. H i s  l ove  of t h e  bush, nounta ins  and caves was obvious from t h e  
s t a r t .  A t  a  s l i d e  evening(only 2 week before  h i s  d isa ;~ ;~earanee)  he 
show$?d u s  h i s  s l i d e s  of N.S.W. and Milford Sound i n  New healand 
where he s tayed f o r  s e v e r a l  months. The s l i d e s  t h a t  ilnpressed me 
most of t h o s e  taken  a t  Milford Sound were t h e  ones of Mitre  Peak - 
a  mountain he manzged t o  capture  i n  many d i f f e r e n t  moods so reminis- - cent  of our own south-west. 

John w i l l  be missed and fondly  remembered. We extend our deep- 
e s t  sympathies t o  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  h i s  b ro the r  Ken and o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s .  
It  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  J q h n  should l i e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  mountains 
and caves t h a t  meant so much t o  him. 

General Meetings. 
A t  our l a s t  g e n e r a l  meeting t h e  p res iden t  and s e c r e t a r y  suggest  

-ed t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  genera l  meetings be held on t h e  f i r s t  Wednesday 
of every nonth a t  Rm.8, 59 C o l l i n s  S t r e e t .  The room would be a v a i l -  
a b l e  a t  50 c e n t s  per  n igh t .  The meeting agreed t o  t h i s  f o r  a  t h r e e  
months t r i z l  per iod.  

TRIP RBPOHTS . 
  dams field - 
Par ty :  f i lbe r t  a 

Saturday 1 8 t h  October, 1969. 
.nd Therese Goede, Prank Brown, Doug Turner,  Denis 

~ e y m o u r ,  and h i s  n i e c e s  Del ia  and hnne, Kees Sparreboon. 
The aim of t h e  t r i p  wes t o  f i n d  and ex7lore a  cave reguted  t o  e x i s t  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of wdamsfielri. Information about i t  was obtained a  few 
weeks e a r l i e r  by u l b e r t  and I 'herese when they  v i s i t e d  t h e  kvoca 
d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e i r  hunt f o r  cave c r i c k e t s  i n  old mine tunne l s .  We 
met a n  old ; ~ r o s p c c t o r  c a l l e d  Fenton who was one of t h e  f i r s t  t o  work 
t h e  ~ d a n s f i ~ l d  x e a .  \Vhen we t o l d  him we were cavers  he t o l d  us  about 



Speleo S 9 i e l .  - 
a  cave on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e  of th<-  F l o r e n t i n e  v a l l e y  w i t h  a c reek  
f lowing  i n t c  i t .  He s a i d  he had followed i t  underground f o r  a s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  and t h a t  i t  was 30 f t .  h i g h  and could be fol lowed f u r t h e r .  
He a l s o  drew t h e  s k e t c h  included. i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
Therese end I l e f t  Hobart ;it 7 .30  a . m .  and met t h e  o t h ~ r s  h t  t h e  
b a r r i e r  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  9 a . m .  We l e f t  our c a r  and I n  t h r e e  f o u r  
wheel d r i v e  v e h i c l e s  t h e  p a r t y  headed a long  t h e  Gorcon Hiver Rd., 
We had joined Kees i n  h i s  Nissan P a t r o l .  The kdnmsfield t r a c k  proved 
a r e a l  t e s t  f o r  bo th  v e h i c l e s  and passengers  but t h e  bun,?y r i d e  was 
~ o m p e n s a t e ? ~  f o r  by t h e  magnif icent  views of t h e  Saw'mck Range b t  

c l o s e  q u e r t e r s .  It took us  t w o  hours  t o  r ezch  our d e s t i n a t i o n  wi th  
some amusiny moments a f t e r  Kees had Ifbeached" h i s  Nissan on a b i g  
rock.  Hdving a r r i v e d  we had a n  e d r l y  lunch a f t e r  which n o s t  of t h e  
p a r t y  heaeed downhil l  towards some old workings while  Dous and Prank 
went o f f  t o  s e e  t h e  town. ~ f t e r  a r r i v i n g  ~t t h e  workings we took a  
s o u t h e r l y  conpass bea r ing  and soon cnne t o  t h e  next creek.  This  was 
fol lowed down f o r  some d i s t ~ n c e  by Kees and myself but  showed no 
s i g n s  of zo lng  underground. The next c reek  t o  t h e  sou th  a l s o  showed 
no s u b t e r r a n e a n  t endenc ies  and appeared t o  be a t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  
f i r s t  one. L'urther sou th  s t l l l  we came t o  a d ry  v a l l e y  which we 
crossed  and t h e n  fol lowed up s t ream on t h e  sou the rn  s i d e  where t h e r e  
was a marked h i l l .  h l i t t l e  ?.iscouraged wc decided t o  {;ive t h e  
s e a r c h  Liway and headed back towards t h e  v e h i c l e s .  A f t e r  sone r e a l l y  
t h i c k  sc rub  we e m e r ~ e d  on t h e  open bu t tongrass  s l o p e s  ~ f  t h e  Suwback 
Range. H look  a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photographs suggested t h a t  we had prob- 
a b l y  not  gone f a r  enmgh south  but no gne was keen t o  p r e s s  t h e  
secArch .  Back t c  t h e  v e h i c l e s  where we got  a  good f i r e  going and had 
a cuppa. S t i l l  no s i g n  of Douy; and Frank s o  Kees t r i e d  t o  back h i s  
v e h i c l e  rounZ Frznk ' s  only t o  become bogged i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
f i r e p l a c e .  ~ f t e r  d igging  out some ho t  c o a l s  w s  go t  him back on t h e  
road .  Dr iv ing  bctck towards  damsf field we met Doug's Hover i n  t h e  
worst  p o s s i b l c  s p a t  and some i n t e r e s t x n g  manoeuvres were c a r r i e d  out .  
The r e t u r n  trl? was en l ivene6  by ~ r d u o %  a t t e m p t s  t o  keep Kees9 muf- 
f l e r  a t t e c h e c  t o  h i s  v e h i c l e  but  t h e  t r a c k  f i n a l l y  won. 'Je s i l e n t l y  
prayed a s  our ' ' f l y ing  dutchmanf1 drove h i s  Nissan a t  h igh  speed on 
t h e  wrong s i d e  of t h e  road an2 thanked our lucky st<irs thL;t i t  was 
Sa turday  a?. not  Sundaynight. A very  worthwhile t r i p  even though 
t h e  cave was no t  found. 'te now have a  f a i r  i d e a  where t o  look  next  
t ime . n l b e r t  Goede. 
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F l o r e n t i n e  - Sunday 2  November, 1969. 
Pa r ty :  a l b e r t  and Therese Goede, Terry and ~ inne  Parkes,  Bes Carpen- 
t e r .  
The o r i g i n a l  Ijurilose of t h e  t r i p  was t o  d o  some su r face  e x p l o r a t i o n  
near  Junee but t h e  scrub would be wet z f t e r  days of r a i n  and Don 
when ?hone$. f o r  a permit nentioned a new cave i n  t h e  F lo ren t ine  
Valley r e c e n t l y  discovered during 1og;:ing opera t ions  and a l r eady  
explore2 f o r  h a l f  a  mile by S.C.S. s o  we made a  quick change of plan.  
We l e f t  a t  8  a . m .  and gathered a t  t h e  F i t z g e r a l d  s t o r e  where by 
chance we met Don who marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  cave f o r  us  on t h e  
map(Wedge Sheet ,  app-ox. 44493, 7525N) anc? wrote us  2 p e m i t  on t h e  
spot .  Having a r r i v e d  a t  our d e s t i n a t i o n  we had a  b i t e  t o  e a t  and 
t h e n  fo l lowing  Z i r e c t i o n s  soon found t h e  cave. The ent rance  does 
not look promising c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  sr3all ho les  a t  t h e  head of a  
dry  v a l l e y  but once i n s i d e  a  breeze ind ica ted  t h a t  t h i s  was no s m a l l  
cave. We s e t  o f f  with Anne9s lamp f r e q u e n t l y  cdtching  f i r e  and so?n 
founc! crizwl which prove6 easy t o  nego t id te  except by Wes who in-  
s i s t e d  bn doing i t  with h i s  rucksack on. st t h e  f i r s t  ~ p p u r t u n i t y  
we c l inbed  ::ut of t h e  s t ream passGge which was dry  except f q r  some 
p3ols ,  and explored a h i i ~ h  l e v e l  passage packed wi th  formation.  We 
were very  impressed but much nore w2~s t o  c  >me. Back i n  t h e  stream 
passage we found a  yool f u l l  of some ~ n a s p i d e s  and al-lphipods and 
Therese and I c o l l e c t e d  some specimens. k l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  we came t o  - 
a running s t ream 6isa;:;)e;~rin.g i n t o  a siphon. From t h e r e  on we fo l low 
-ed high l e v e l  passages wherever oppor tuni ty  o f fe red  and admired 
t h e  wealth of fgrmztion.  I n  r ~ l z c e s  i t  was imp;.jsuible t o  avoid walk- 
i n g  on f o r z a t i o n s  a l though wc were xs c a r e f u l  a s  ; ~ o s a i b l e .  Terry 
had t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  expericnce of f a l l i n g  through L.. f z l s e  f l o o r  
t h r e e  t imes i n  quick success ion  while t r y i n g  t o  avoiZ walking over 
f lowstone,  :es used h i s  cE1,mera t o  tidv~mtage and we a r e  looking f o r -  

- ward t o  h i s  s l i d e s .  We spent  a  p leasant  and l e i s u r e l y  f o u r  hours 
undergr2und without g e t t i n g  t s  t h e  enC of t h e  cave. The r o u t e  back 
was much quicker  a s  we followed t h e  stream down. The cave i s  undoubt 
ed ly  t h e  b e s t  f o r m a t i ~ n  cave y e t  found i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  Valley. 
Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  h igh  l e v e l  about 1 5  f t .  above t h e  pre- 
sen t  s t r c a n  passage which keeps on c ross ing  t h e  l a t t e r  a t  a narked 
angle .  The c:-:ve i s  we l l  w w t h  another  v i s i t .  It i s  easy t o  reach  
and exp1:)re. The fcrmat ions  a r e  suzjerb and i t  i s  a n  i d e a l  p lace  f o r  
phot ogra;;:,hy. f i lbe r t  Goede. 
The fo l lowing t r i p  r e p o r t  was suppl ied t o  us  by t h e  Ml:,nash Bushwalk- 
i n g  Club and should be very u s e f u l  t o  anyone c ~ ~ n t e n p l a t i n g  a search  
f o r  caves i n  t h e  Weld River a rea .  
WELD H I VEII . 
Report :- Don Weston. 
Date of t r i p : -  1 7  - 25  May 1969. 
Party:-  Leader:- C.Rose, 

G.i:iewton, D.Weston, I .Ent ing ,  B.Entin;;, C.Htlndfield. 
Log of T r i p .  

Pa r ty  f lzw t o  Devonport, h i tched  t o  Frodshans Pass on t h e  Gor- 
c!on Hiver fii'.. and walked along t h e  o l d  Por t  Davey t r a c k  t c ,  Dar~per 
Inn. The t r a c k  i s  i n  f z i r  confii t ion though overgrown i n  s i ~ o t s ,  but 
Dznper Inn i s  not  h a b i t a b l e .  The creek a t  Danper 1x1 was t h e n  fo l low 
-ed south t : t h e  f i r s t  ~ a n ~ s i t e ( ~ ~ W e d g e ~ '  ldK441.0, 728.0). The f i r s t  
evidence of l i x e s t o n e  was seen a t  approx.(ifI439.8, 729.0). Going 
a l c n g  t h e  cre<;k w ~ s  slow, e s 2 e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  gorge s e c t i o n s  which 
were l i t t e r e d  with f a l l e n  t r e e s .  i ~ f t e r  a &ay of e x p l o r a t i o n  t h e  
campsite wc:,si s h i f t e d  to(IR441.2,  727.3). The f l a t  a r e a  shown on t h e  
nap ,.>n t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  frori  t h e  c a n p s i t e  would be s u i t -  
a b l e  f o r  ~.irdro;Ii:ing. 

The count ry  i n  t h i s  r eg ion  cnuld be divided i n t o  t h r e e  zones: 
r ive rbanks  - overgrown, s t e e p  and rmssy wi th  m a y  f a l l e n  l o g s .  
l imestone m e a s  - rminly f l a t  wi th  nany s inkho les  znd l i x e s t n n e  

P t c a s t l e s i ' ,  cnveree. with f a i r l y  open beech f o r e s t s .  
r i d g e s  - s t e e p  s i d e d ,  nany hkge mountain ashes.  Covere6 with 

3  f t .  h igh  bracken and t a n g l e s  of f a l l e n  logs .  
i ~ f t e r  ex,:!Loring t h e  r iverbanks  f r o 2  cclnjisita 1 t o  t h e  cave W6 ( s e e  
a t t ached  nap)  ii10st exl3loration wns c a r r i e d  out by s t r a i g h t  conpass 
course  t r i p s .  About 60 s inkholes  were i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  but wi th  one 
excei3tion t h e y  were blocked. 

A 

The 2 m t y  re tu rned  on an  a, plrox. N.W. conpass cc;urse from camp- 
s i t e  2. The going was much e a s i e r  than  along t h e  r i v e r  except f o r  
some very  t h i c k  scrub about (EX439, 729). 
Cost of t r i p :  a i r  f a r e s  - 24 d o l l a r s ,  food - 10 d o l l - r s / ~ o t z ~ $ 3 4 ,  




