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F OX WARD Fd 0 GBfiIM! . 
J u l y  25,26 - Day o r  weekend t r i p  t o  Junee a r e a .  Leader: A.Goede. 
August 5 - Wednesday: 8p.m. General meeting a t  Alber t  and 

Therese9s  home, 8  Bath S t r e e t ,  Ba t t e ry  Poin t .  
August 8 , 9  - Day o r  weekend t r i p ,  t r a c k  c u t t i n g  and exp lo ra t ion  

i n  V?eld River a r e a .  A good oppor tuni ty  t o  explore 
some unusual l imestone country.  Leader: k.Goede. 

August 2 2  - Saturday: Photographic and s i g h t s e e i n g  t r i p  t o  
Ex i t  Cave wi th  New Zealand v i s i t o r  Les Kermode. 
S l i d e  evening a t  Roy and Pams home a t  Hastings on 
Saturday n i g h t .  Everybody welcome. 

t August 29,30 - Weekend t r i p  t o  Mole Creek. Leader: P e t e r  Brabon. 

. E d i t o r i a J .  Lince t h i s  S p i e l  comes c l o s e  on t h e  h e e l s  of a  l a t e  June 
i s s u e  t h e r e  i s  not  much a c t i v i t y  t o  r e p o r t .  The f i r s t  t w o  t r i p s  . scheduled f o r  Ju ly  had t o  be cancel led  due t o  f e r o c i o u s  weather but 
a  s u c c e s s f d  t r a c k  c u t t i n g  t r i p  made a good s t a r t  on a t r m k  t o  t h e  
Upper Yeld, It i s  expected t h a t  another  days work w i l l  b r ing  us  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  caves found by t h e  Monash Bushwalking Club l a s t  year .  

O b i t u a r k  --P. 
It i s  with deep r e g r e t  t h a t  we inform our m e ~ b e r s  of t h e  

dea th  of Greg F e r r i s  i n  Sydney a t  t h e  age of 27 yea r s .  Creg was a  
junior  member of t h e  c lub  f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 9 s .  He l e f t  
Tasmania t o  make h i s  mark i n  t h e  world of enter tainment  - i n  r ecen t  
y e a r s  a s  a member of t h e  v e l l  known f o l k  s ing ing  group The T w i -  
l i g h t e r s  ll. The o l d e r  members amongst us  w i l l  fondly  remember him _ -  - 
clnd we extexd our s i n c e r e  sympathy t o  John and Mavis, 

V i s i t  by Les Kermode. Well known NQW Zealand s p e l e o l o g i s t  and geol-  -- - -- 
o g i s t  Les Kermode, ixx11 be v i s i t i n g  Tasmania i n  l a t e  August. He w i l l  
a r r i v e  on t h e  n igh t  of Fr iday  2 1  August and we hop2 t o  show him 
something of Ex i t  Cave on Saturday 22nd while  on Saturday n igh t  
s l i d e s  w i l l  be shown a t  The Chalet  i n  Hast ings.  A l l  c ave r s  a r e  i n v i t -  
ed. On Sunbzy and Les w i l l  v i s i t  Mole Creek before  d e p n t i n g  
f o r  t h e  North I s l a n d  oi '  A u s t r a l i a .  
P lease  n o t ?  - t h a t  t h e  t r i p s  announced f o r  August 22,23 and Aug. 29 
i n  t h e  June c i r c u l a r  have been switched around t o  f i t  i n  wi th  h i s  
v i s i t *  I n  r e c e n t  y e c r s  Les has been e d i t o r  of t h e  New Zealand Speleo- 
l o g i c a l  S u l l e t i n .  

P rospec t ive  IiSembers. -W- . 
IVe u s u a l l y  l o s e  members t o  mainland c lubs  and i t  i s  n ice  t o  

j s ee  t h a t  t h e  t i d e  has turned  - a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  t ime being. The 
- fo l lowing t h r e e  members of a s  many mainland c lubs  have come t o  Tas- 

mania t o  s u f f e r  i t s  c l ima te  and have expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  jo in ing  
t h e  c lub .  They a r e :  
Noel White, c/o Geology Department, Uni. of Tas. Noel i s  a  member of 
N.U.S.S.(Bewcastie) and has been a  major c o n t r i b u t n r  t o  t h e i r  jour- 
n a l  ttCavell. The e d i t o r  i s  hoping t h a t  h i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  t endenc ies  
w i l l  be t r ans fe r r , ed  t o  t h e  Spie l !  
John Bluhdorn, c/o 66 Wentworth S t . ,  South Hobart. John i s  no s t r ang-  
e r  t o  m o s t  of u s  s i n c e  l i k e  many members of U.Q.S,S. he has  caved 
here  before ,  If you haven , t  s2en him s i n c e  - he has now grown a 
beard. 
Arthur  Clarke ,  F l a t  2 ,  46 King S t r e e t ,  Sandy Bay. Arthur i s  a  men- 
ber  of V.S.u, He i s  now a  s tuden t  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  he re  and hopes 
t o  do some cL(.ving wi th  us .  

CBhnge P- of -- Address. --- 
Terry and 4nne Parkes a r e  now a t  F l a t  4 ,  38 Mel l i font  S t r e e t ,  West 

A.S.F, Hobart - *  Conference. 
~h&'cc .nvent ion  committee has r e c e n t l y  met and a  c i r c u l a r  wi th  

d e t a i l e d  i n f o r n a t i o n  about t h i s  event shouid be out i n  t h e  next few 
weeks. 
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A.S.F. Newsletter. --.-- -- - The e d i t o r s  of t h e  A.S.F. newsletJcer a r e  t o  be 
-cCted on t h e  way i n  which they  a r e  ca tch ing  up on t h e  back- 
1ag  of i s s u e s ,  They deserve ev r y  encouragement. However, we hope 
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  of r ecen t  caving a c c i d e n t s  i n  Tasmania w i l l  not  
g ive  cavers  from o the r  s t a t e s  t h e  impression t h a t  our caves a r e  
h igh ly  dangerous and d i scour~ ige  them from a t t e n d i n g  t h e  conference 
and f i e l d  t r i p s .  

Nel~ D e s c r s o n s  - - -  of Tasmtmidn Cave Fcluna. - 
T w o  pzpers  have r e c e n t l y  been published d e s c r i b i n g  nEw spec ies  

of cave fauna c o l l e c t e d  from our ct:ves by members of T , C , C .  2nd S.C.S. 
Al lan  D a r t n e l l  of t h e  Tzsmanian illuseum i n  t h i s  y e a r 9 s  i s s u e  of t h e  
Pzpers  and Proceedings of t h e  Royal Socie ty  of Tasmania d e s c r i b e s  
t w o  new s p e c i e s  of p ~ e u d o s c o r p i o n s .  ~ s z u d o ~ g r a n n o c h t h o n i u s  - tasmani- 
cus from King George V Cave, Hastings i s  descr ibed  from specimens 
c o l l e c t e d  by k l b e r t  and Therese Goede and Cunberra v i s i t o r  Barrg 
Moore. ~ s c u d o ~ r ~ n n o c h t h a i i u s  - F-= typhlus  i s  descr ibcd  from two caves 
a t  XoleTrrcek, Two specimens were c o l l e c t e d  i n  Georgies Hzl l  Cave 
by S.C.S, a m b e r s  Alex Terauds and Bob C o c k e r i l l  and ane from Bal- 
docks Cave by k l b e r t  Goede. Elery  Hamilton-Smith has  c o l l e c t e d  tvo 
p s ~ u d o s c o r ~ ~ ~ o n s  from S c o t t s  Cave which very l i k e l y  belong t o  t h e  
same s p e c i e s  but have not y e t  been i d e n t i f i e d .  

D r .  ko la  Hichards of t h e  Zoology Dep<lrtment, Univers i ty  of 
N.S.Y. has  j u s t  published a d e s c r i p t i o n  of another  t w o  new spec ies  

+ of cave crickets from Tasmania, -- P a r v o t e t t i x  rangaens is  - i s  descr ibed 
f r o m  Flinclers I s l a n d ' s  one 2nd only cave n e a E ~ a n ~ a  from specimens 
c o l l e c t e d  by Therese and Blbe r t  Goede i n  January,  1969. The o the r  
s p e c i e s  - be l i eve  i t  o r  not - i s  not from a  cave but from t h e  bath- 
r o o m  2nd backyzrd of your p r e s i d e n t ' s  mother--in-law i n  Ba t t e ry  Poin t .  
Therese discovered t h e  f i r s t  specimen i n  t h e  bathroom while  on t h e  
way t o  a cllib meeting. A few months l t r t e r  they  were found t o  l i v e  
i n  m  old sdndstone wa l l  %n t h s  backyard. They have been named 
P = i r v o t e t t i x  domesticus 2nd must be one of very few s p e c i e s  where 
--P-. ---- 
t h e  address  of th-e l o c r i l i t y  can be given. Seven s p e c i e s  of cave 
c r i c k e t s  have now been descr ibed  from Tasmdnia and l ' l i n d e r s  I s l a n d  
of which s i x  have been found i n  cdves,  Paper i s  publ ished i n  I ? a c i f i r A -  
I n s e c t s  -S-- 1 2  ( l ) ,  1 -- 8, May 1970. 

TRIP - l? ~ 1 ) O l ~ ' ~ '  ,. 
Weld River  a r e z .  

- 7- - --TT- 

Pdrty:  r i . -~ocde(leader  Vu7& , Clive and S a l l y  N o r r i s ,  lVoel llvhite, Ves 
C ~ r p e n t e r  , J c d n e t t e  C o l l i n  and John Sluhdorn. 
Despi te  a grim wezther f o r e c a s t  we l e f t  Hobart a t  7,.m. i n  two ca r s .  
The weL1thei, remaimed redscndbly dry  u n t i l  we a r r i v e d  at our des t ina -  
t i o n  -- t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  Por t  Davgy t r a c k  nedr Mt.Bowes. A s  we l e f t  
t h e  c a r s  2.t 9.20a.m. i t  promptly s t a r t e d  t o  r a i n  but f o r t u n a t e l y  
everybody was  ell equipped wi th  wet w e ~ t h e r  gear .  S lashc r s  and mark- 
i n g  t ape  f o r  our t r a c k  c u t t i n g  job were a l s o  i n  good supply.  Had 
t h e  weather been f i n e  we would hauc climbed South M t .  i3owes t o  ge t  a 
b i r d ' s  eye viow of t h e  Upper Weld. However, l o w  cloud 2nd r a i n  
changed our minds. ~t 12.00aOnoon we r a t h e r  r e l u c t c > n t l y  l e f t  t h e  
P o r t  D ~ v e y  highway t o  s t a r t  c u t t i n g  t h e  new trL.ck i n  t h i c k  f o r -  

- e s t  a f t e r  i 3 u t ~ i n g  of f  t h c  e v l l  hour by having dn e a r l y  lunch. 
For once t h e  gods smiled on our puny e f f o r t s  f o r  a f t e r  100 yds. 

we suddenly merged t o  f i n 2  a9 open Fut tongrass  l e a d ( t h c  only one 
w i t h i n  miles:!) with a good view of t h e  country t h a t  l a y  1head.Goirq - 
r a p i d l y  downhil l  WC; nade good progress  u n t i l  we once more had t o  
plunge i n t o  t h e  itmurkwoodl wi th  only t h e  compass t o  guide us .  We 
crossed one s m L t l l  s t ream in otherwise f a i r l y  f l a t  dnd t h i c k l y  t i m -  
bered count ry ,  keeping on a bearing of 60' magnetic. F i n a l l y  a t  2p.m. 
a s  t h e  g r r d i c n t  chz,ngsd and we were going down a  f ' i i r l y  s t e e p  s lope  
we decided t o  g ive  t h e  g ~ m e  away and s t a r t  t h e  long wzlk back t o  
t h e  c a r s .  k l f  a11 hour l a t e r  we wer? bdck on t h e  Dnvey t r a c k  a f t e r  
b a t t l i n g  our way up t h e  but tongrass  le;!d i n  u heavy snowshower which 
soon turned  ever$thing white.  Here we s e p ~ r a t e d ;  J e d n e t t e  and John 
having decided t o  fo l low t h e  Davey t r a c k  north-west t o  Prodshams 
Pass  while  t h e  r e s t  of us  headed back over Mt.Bowes. The sun came 
out  f o r  a while  a d  gave us  some p r e t t y  views of snow covered r a i n -  
f o r e s t  and t h e  rocky c rags  of l1t.Bowes. fit one s t a g e  we thought 
t h a t  Wes had tdken t o  e a t i n g  b ~ u e r a ,  but apparen t ly  i t  w < < s  j u s t  t h e  
snow he iMdS i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  What a, p i ty !  He would have been a g r e a t  
a s s e t  on f u t ~ ~ r e  t r a c k  c u t t i n g  t r i p s  with t h a t  kind of d i e t !  We a r -  
r i v e d  back c% t h e  c a r s  a t  4.40p.m. a f t e r  a t w o  hour walk - j u s t  a s  
heavy snoli L c p n  t o  I f ; l l ,  J e a n e t t e  2nd John took only 1s hours  t o  
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walk out but we had t h e  l a s t  luugh as they finish,ed up wzlking 
through a heavy snowshower t o  meet t h e  c a r s .  We r e t r e a t e d  jus t  i n  
t ime with snow ~ l r e a d y  s e v e r a l  inches  t h i c k  on t h e  road on t h e  saddle  
between T i m  Shea ~ n d  The Needles. 

A s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  d e s p i t e  t h c  poor weather. Another day of 
t r a c k  c u t t i n g  should g e t  us  t o  some of t h e  caves and open up a new 
a r e a  f o r  ,x j> lo ra t ion .  Albcrt  Goede. 

The fo l lowing r e p o r t  was w r i t t e n  by John Tsylor of V,S.k. 
(Melbourne) L~nd published i n  Nugun 2 ( 8 ) ,  March 1970. It i s  of i n t e r -  
e s t  = both a s  a  t r i p  r e p o r t  and a s  s V i c t o r i a n 9 s  view of Tasmanian 
cciving and i s  r e p r i n t e d  here:  
l t~asmania  - Dec.ig69 - Feb.1970. 

Tasmanian cavers  a r e  a  l i t t l e  more a c t i v e  t h a n  we a r e ,  due t o  
t h e  g r e a t  v c r i e t y  of a r e a s ,  and s h o r t e r  d i s t a n c e s  which make day 
t r i p s  poss ib le .  Thus I was a b l e  t o  go on 1 2  t r i p s  i n  m 11 week s t a y  
(7  wi th  S ,C,b , ,  4 wi th  T.C.C.  and one combined t r i p ) .  Down south  a  
cave t h a t   we(^ ; ,H.)  would number, survey,  d i g  extens ions  a d  gener- 
a l l y  be e n t h r a l l e d  wi th  would be regarded a s  too  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  
record .  ~ r t h u r  C ln rke9s  attempted d iv ing  of a sump(in 45' water)  and 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  digging i n  d sinkhole t a k i n g  a stream g r e o t l y  i n t e r e s t -  
ed t h e  l o c ~ l  n a t i v e s ,  who s a t  by s t x r i n g  i n  amazement. 

- IMYDXU (Junee - F l o r e n t i n e  u e a )  . 
On my f i r s t  t r i p ( 2 1  Dec.) we went t o  look a t  some new ho les  

found few weeks previous ly .  a n  hour and a h a l f  walk took us  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  one - a l n r g e  s inkhole  wi th  a r i v e r  f lowing i n  - and an  i m -  
p r e s s i v e  v a t e r f a l l  over t h e  l i p .  The e f f l u x  i s  unknown, bv.t i s  sus- 
pected t o  be 1000 f t .  lower down. 

We only had 120 f t .  of l adder  wi th  u s ,  which we r igged on t h e  
d r i e s t  s i d e  of t h e  50 f t .  wide opening, about 20 f t .  o r  so below t h e  
l i p .  A s  i t  looked dampish, I was given t h e  fthonourn of f i r s t  descent .  
I was wecaring a  parka,  but a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  p i t c h  t h e r e  was so 
much sprey  t h n t  s e v e r a l  cusecs of w ' t e r  were running d-own my neck 
and out t h t  bottom of my t r o g  s u i t .  The water was s t i l l  f a l l i n g  i n  
i t s  f i r s t  c-rop t o  a n  unknown d i s t a n c e  below me and I could only see  _ 

ano the r  50 f t .  The climb up was a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  due t o  near  f rozen-  
hands(rubber  g loves  would be n u s e f u l  i tem f o r  w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h e s ) .  
We numbered t h e  h o l e  JF 2  then  moved on n s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  where 
f o u r  h o l e s  opened wi th  i n i t i a l  drops of a p p r ~ x i m ~ i t e l y  100 f t .  One 
( JF  3 )  wns laddered t o  120 f t .  but t h e  bottom was s t i l l  40 f t .  below. 
(On a  l a t e r  t r i p  i t  wxs found t o  lead  nowhere.) A s  we w ~ J k e d  around 
t h e  h i l l ,  fo l lowing  t h e  sandstone-limestone boundary, numerous gap- 
i n g  s h a f t s  were seen  but t h e r e  was no t ime t o  explore thcm. 

Soon we ~ r r i v e d  z t  another  r i v e r  flowing underground(JF 4 )  - 
a  flow of about 1 0  cusecs r o a r i n g  i n t o  a more h o r i z o n t a l  looking 
cave. The f i r s t  drop of 10  f t .  was negot ia ted  wi th  a rope ,  then  t h e  
r i v e r  passnde could be followed f o r  50 - 100 f t . ,  with numerous glow- 
worms, t o  ?mother 10  f t .  drop(roped aga in ) .  T h i r t y  f e e t  f u r t h e r  on 
%h€ r i v e r  thundered over a g r e a t  drop i n t o  a long f i s s u r e .  The no i se  
w d s  so g r e a t  t h a t  rocks  r o l l e d  over t h e  edge could not be heard 
s t r i k i n g  t h e  rocks  below, and e x p l o r , ~ t i o n  was h a l t e d  he re  u n t i l  t h e  
r i v e r  was - l i t t l e  lower.  On a later(combined S.C. :. - T . C . C . )  t r i p  
we looked cilong t h e  surf,:ce i n  l i n e  with t h e  f i s s u r e ,  2nd followed 
a h o l e ( J F  5 )  down 30 f t .  t o  a chamber, then  a 50 - 60 f t .  p i t c h  t o  
a  l and ing ,  t h e n  a 50 f t .  p i t c h  t o  t h e  bottom of t h e  w a t z r f a l l  t h d t  

+ had stopped our l z s t  explora t ion .  The s t ream now diminished i n  vol-  
ume, cascaded s e m i - h o r i z o n t ~ l l y  f o r  20 f t .  t h e n  over m o t h e r  drop,  
but spray  WLLS too  g r e ' ~ t  f o r  u s  t o  at tempt  i t  s a f e l y .  

Given a record drought(unl ike1y i n  T a s s i e )  t h e s e  caves could 
p o s s i b l y  be bottomed and map prove t o  be Au's t rc~l ia9s deepes t .  The 
Maydena a r m  i s  very extens ive  and a good dea l  of i t  i s  s t i l l  un- 
explored: however, scrub  bashing i s  requi red  and i t  w i l l  be q u i t e  
some time hcfore t h e  a rea  i s  covered i n  d e t a i l . I t  


