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Sept.  1 3  - Sunday: Track c u t t i n g  i n  Weld Kiver a r ea  t o  complete 
access  t r a ck .  Leader: Simon Stephens. P lease  note  
This  t r i p  has b e ~ n  brought forward one week t o  avoid 
a  c l a s h  with t h e  Knnual Dinner. 

Sept .  19  - Saturday:- uNi\WAL DINldER t o  ce l eb ra t e  t h e  c lub ' s  
24th b i r thday.  
The p lace :  Kingston Beach Hotel.  
The t ime: Meet a t  7p.m. Dinner a t  7.30p.m. 
The cos t :  $ 2.50 per  head f o r  a  four-course meal. 
Don't be conspicuous by your absence a t  t h i s  event 
of t h e  year  and b r ing  your f r i e n d s .  P lease  advise  
Fay ~ u r n e r ( ~ h .  43 9443) i f  you a r e  coming not  - l a t e r  
than  Saturday 13 th .  Payment before t h e  d inner  would 
be aparec ia ted  and money o r  cheque may be handed fm 
o r  posted t o  Fay a t  79 Hiawena Road, Rose Bay. Che- 
ques t o  be made payable t o  T . C . C .  

Sept. 26 - Saturdax: Day t r i p  t o  Junee a r ea .  Fur the r  exp lo r a t im  
of a  r e c e n t l y  discovered s w a l l e t ( ~ F  X )  a l r eady  200 
f e e t  down and going s t rong.  Leader: Xoel White. 

Oct. 3 ,4 - Weekend: Xount Anne. S ightsee ing  and t r a c k  c u t t i n g  
toll lake Timsk". Leader: Brian Col l in .  

Oct. 7  - Wednesday: 8p.m. General meeting a t  8 Bath S t r e e t ,  
Ba t t e ry  Point .  

O ~ t . 1 7 ~ 1 8  - Weekend: Junee a r ea .  Leader: Br ian  Col l in .  
Oct.24,25 - Tr ip  to North-East t o  v i s i t  old mines and prospect  

f o r  cave c r i c k e t s  and minerzls.  Leader: k,Goede. 

EDITORIQ, Things have happened s i nce  t h e  l a s t  Spie l .  fl 1 i n  t h e  
Junee a r e a  was f u r t h e r  explored but petered out only 40 f t .  below 
t h e  po in t  reached ~ \ ? ~ r l i e r .  Most of t h e  draught i n  t h i s  cave comes 
from a  tight f i s s u r e  i n  a  t a l u s  chamber we l l  above t h e  lowest point. 
This  could only be opened up with explosives.  F u l l  d e t a i l s  of t h e  
t r i p  can be found i n  Noel's t r i p  repor t . (The  L d i t o r  t a k e s  no res -  
p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  views expressed i n  t h i s  p iece  of prose - much 
l e s s  does he agree  with them.) 

Les Kermod~ was shown through S x i t  Cave on h i s  r e cen t  v i s i t  t o  
Tasmania,on t h e  f i r s t  photographic t r i p  held f o r  a long time. The 
same n igh t  he showed a  very i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  of 5ew Zealand 
s l i d e s  a t  Roy and Pam9s. Ve a r e  g r d t e f u l  f o r  t h e i r  n o s 2 i t a l i t y  t o  a  
mob of dir-by cdvers .k brave at tempt was made by Brian t o  show Les 
through Xubla Khan, Ivlole Creek, but t h e  w o r s t  f loods  i n  20 yea rs  i n  
N.Y. Tasmania stopped t h e  pa r t y  a t  t h e  S t a l a c t i t e  Shuf f l e  which was 
s eve ra l  f e e t  under water.  

In t h e  Junec a r ea  bad weather prevented f u r t h e r  exp lo ra t ion  of 
JF 4-5 but Noel discovered a  new, q u i t e  small  swa l le t  a few hundred 
yards  t o  t h e  west. A pa r ty  of t h r e e  descended t o  a degth of about 
200 f t .  u n t i l  stopped a t  t he  t op  of a  50 f t .  s ha f t .  This  cave looks  
very p rou i s ing  and could l i n k  up with JF 4-5 a t  a  lower l e v e l  a s  i t  
swings i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  Keep tuned t o  t h e  Sp ie l  f o r  f u r t h e r  devel- 
oplnent S. 
CLUB I:TA ! S .  
+ Sib and Keith Corbet t  have l e f t  our wet and c h i l i y  s t a t e  f o r  
t h e  h o t ,  dus ty  north-west of l r ! . ~ .  They have joined Carpentar ia  Ex- 
p l o r a t i o n  Co., t o  prospect  f o r  a l i t t l e  more of AustrL21ia's mineral  
wealth.  They a l s o  hope t o  do some caving t h e r e  i f  t h e  oppor tuni ty  
offera-; A l l  t h e  be s t  t o  you both. 'Ve a r e  so r ry  t o  see  you go but no 
doubt you w i l l  be back some time. Best of luck  and happy p rospec t ing  
+ -p---=- New aembcrs: The fol lowing were accepted a s  me,abcrs a t  t h e  l a s t  
General Meeting: 
John Bluhdom, 66 Yentworth S t r e e t ,  South Hobart.7000. 
Pe t e r  Henley, P l .23 ,  P r incess  Park Mews, Ba t t e ry  Square, Ba t t e ry  

l o i n t .  7000. 
Welcome t o  '1.C.C. 
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+ - Prospec t ive  mcnbers: 
B i l l  L e h a i m ,  29k Darcy S t r e e t ,  South Hobart. 7000. 
P h i l i p  Robinson, 282 Sandy Bay Rd., Sandy Bay. 7005. 

P h i l i p  has  j u s t  come from B r i t a i n  where he earned h i s  caving 
s p u r s  . in  Yorkshire.  He must be f e e l i n g  q u i t e  a t  home i n  our  cool  
wet caves but i s  not  y e t  q u i t e  used t o  l o g s  and stumps t h a t  col l '  
a p m  a t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  touch. 

"Big B i l l f t  must be m s t r a l i a 9 s  t a l l e s t  caver  e t  6 '  7$". It i s  
j u s t  'as w e i l  W C  have caves t o  match because t h e r e  i s  no keeping him 
ou t .  He has  done h i s  t h r e e  q u a l i f y i n g  t r i p s  f o r  membership i n  j u s t  
t h r e e  weeks - must be a  record.  
+ floe1 whitc  has  r e c e n t l y  analyzed rock specimens c o l l e c t e d  by 
s l b e r t  from k~ount ~ n n e  and Weld River .  Both proved t o  c o n s i s t  of 
f a i r l y  purc aolomite  and contained no c a l c i t e .  The rocxs  i n  t h e s e  
a r e a s  hzvc always becn r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  dolomites  but  t h e s e  a r e  be- 
l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  f l r s t  ana lyses  t o  prove i t .  

- 

A. S.1'. Conve-ntion 1970. 
The convent ion s e c r e t a r y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  enrolments f o r  t h e  Hobart 

Conference an6 f i e l d  t r i p s  have a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t o  pour i n .  So f a r  
1 4  i n t e r s t a t e  enrolments have been rece ived  from N.S .W. ,  Vic.,  and 
Queensland and another  n ine  cavers  have expressed t h c i r  i n t e n t i o n  
of e n r o l l i n g .  With another  f o u r  weeks t o  go before  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  
we can probably expect a  record  enrolment. 

TRIP KEPOLTS. 

Szturday 1 5 t k  u u ~ u s t  - Junee Area. 
Pa r ty :  Hlbe r t  120ede(lectl e r ) ,  J u l i e  and P e t e r  fienley, iSoel White. 
Af te r  h i s  t r i i 3  wi th Simon Stephens t h e  previous  Tuesday t o  JP 1, 
A l b e r t ' s  imaginat ion  had time t o  run  away wi th  him, so when he found 
t h s t  t h d r ~  were a c t u a l l y  a  f e v ~  veople p r e p z e d  t o  go out  on Saturday 
t h e r e  was no hold ing  him back. We were a l l  f i r e d  by x l b c r t 9 s  r e p c r t  
of what he had seen ,  and h i s  assurances  of a l l  t h e  favourable  omens- 
g e o l o g i c z l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  l imes tone ,  geomorphological i n d i c a t i o n s  
a t  t h e  s u r f ? c e ,  and t h e  superb q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  enclos ing  s l a t e ,  sorry,  
l imestone.  add t o  t h i s  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  of g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  aunee 
"caverns n c a s u r e l e s s  t o  r ans1  without f a l l i n g  down a ho le  a t  t h e  t o p  
of t h e  h i l l ,  o r  drowning I n  a  s iphon a t  t h e  bottom, and no g u l l i b l e  
mainlanders  could r e s i s t .  J u s t  t o  c l i n c h  t h e  d e a l ,  he s s su red  u s  
t h a t  t h c  cave was DRY!! 

We s t a r t e d  out a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  c i v i l i z e d  hour of 8a.n. and 
such was our enthusiasm t h a t  even t h e  weather on a  t y p i c a l  Hobart 
Saturday morning could not dampen our s p i r i t s .  !lit11 t h ~  he lp  of 
P e t e r ' s  d r i v i n g ,  and d e s p i t e  u l b e r t ' s  d i r e c t i o n s ,  we ar-rived q u i t e  
e a r l y ,  and v i s i t e d  one of t h e  q u a r r i e s  i n  t h e  l imestone.  Here, k l -  
b e r t  had assured  me, could be found p y r i t e  nodules i n  t h c  l imestone.  
us he ha6 u n f o r t u n a t U y  neglec ted  t o  mcntion t h a t  a  c i cn t i s t s  d r i l l  
would be necded t o  g e t  them o u t ,  I d id  not nanage t o  c g l l e c t  any 
f o r  my a n a l y s i s .  

A s  t h e  nore  time we spent  elsewhere,  t h e  more of t h e  cave we 
would hdve t o  l e a v e  unexplored, w'e soon hurrmed on. The cave was 
only  a  few minutes walk from t h e  c a r ,  and t h e  ent rance  Y V I L S  e a s i l y  
loca ted .  A s  we a r r i v e d  t h e  r a i n  stopped coming down i n  s e p e r a t e  
drops and s t a r t e d  t o  come down a s  cont inuous t r i c k l e s ,  so we were 
pleased t o  g e t  i n t o  a  DRY cave. There was l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  
down t o  t h e  l e v e l  where Simon and Hlber t  had not been a b l e  t o  g e t  
f u r t h e r ,  wi th  only a  t h i n  b a r r i e r  of f a l s e  f l o o r  s topping  them. 
F a l s e  f l o o r : ?  - SOLID limestone!!! However, even t h a t  ymelded t o  
some of A 1 b e r t 9 s  g e n t l e  p s r s u ~ s i o n ,  a s s i s t e d  by a geology pick.  
Once a g ~ i u  t h e  way was c i e a r  and we could go on, a fBer ,  t h a t  i s ,  
muggins ha3 gone back through c l e f t ,  rock f a l l ,  squccze and l adder  
p i t c h  t o  get t h e  rope and l adder  from our I l l u s t r i o u s  l e a d e r ' s  pack, 
which our I .L .  had l e f t  behind. However, t h e s e  a r e  minor inconven- 
i e n c e s  when you a r e  e x ; ~ l o r i n g  a n  immense new system. That i s  t o  say  
t h e y  would have been had i t  been a n  immense new systcm. No sooner 
v 7 d s  k l b e r t  down t h e  l a d d e r  t h a n  we began t o  hea r  p l a i n t i v e  c r i e s  of 
"It d o e s n 9 t  look very  promising ..... It doesn ' t  seem t o  go on... . .  
I t ' s  a  dead end... .!" So much f o r  our g l o r i o u s  dream - a  l i t t l e  
chamber wi th  a pool of water i n  i t .  One small  ho le  w u s  found on t h e  
way up wi th  a  s t r o n g  breeze blowing from i t ,  but  explos ives  would 
be needed t o  have any chance. A s  f o r  d b e r t 9 s  DRY cave,  I t h i n k  I 
would p r e f e r  a  wet one. They a r e  no coldcr  and a r e  c t r t a i n l y  much 
c leaher .  ~ J h ~ r e  I come from a  dry  cave i s  one where you brush  t h e  
d u s t  from your c l o t h t s  when you come o u t ,  not scrape  o f f  a n  i n c h  
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t h i c k  l a y z r  of  mud. 
'Even ~ l b ~ r t  secmed d i s a p - i o i n t e d  by t h i s  c a v e  - hc niust have  

b c l i e v e d  h i s  own p r o p a g a d s .  ~ f t ? r  l u n c h i n g  we b r i e f l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  
J u n e e  r e s u r g 2 n c e   here we were t o r n  t o  s h r e d s  by t h e  b l a c k b e r r i e s  
and o u r  c l e a n  d r y  c l o t h i n g  became wet and d i r t y .  So nuch  f o r  b r i n g -  
i n g  a chznge  of  c l o t h e s .  

us ths d a y  wi:~s s t i l l  young we p a i d  a s o c i a l  v i s i t  on  t h e  Fran-  
combe ' S i n  Maydena, and  so  a r r i v e d  back i n  Hobc-rt a t  o u r  u s u a l  t i m e .  

Noel White. 
~ x i t  C a v i ,  I d a  Bay - S a t u r d a y ,  22/8/70. 
P a r t y :  A. Goe&e(leadc-r) , Roy S k i n n e r ,  Les  Kermode, Noel ! k i t e ,  C l i v e  
and S a l l y  i:l:orris, B i l l  Lehrnann and S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s .  
We l e f t  h c b a r t  a t  7a .m.(nore  o r  l e s s )  and met Roy ~t t h e  new f o r ~ s t -  
r y  r o a d .  The r e c e n t  e x t c n s i o n  of  t h i s  r o a d  c u t s  h a l f  an h o u r  o f f  
t h e  walk  t o  E x i t  Cave b u t  i t  t o o k  u s  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of  o u r  t r a c k .  The w e a t h e r  was k i n d  t o  u s  b u t  t h e  t r a c k  
w a s  stili; wet f r o m  r e c e n t  r a i n  and R e e c e y s  Bog was i t s  u s u a l  s l o p p y  
s e l f .  On r c a c h i n g  t h e  cave  a n t r a n c e  F e  vGre p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  
d i s c o v m  t h a t  d x i t  Ck. was low and no d i f f i c u l t y  was e x p e r i e n c e d  
g e t t i n g  i n .  3e made t h e  u s u a l  t o u r i s t  t r i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  u p y e r  l e v e l s  
v i s i t i n g  t h e  i iColomlades" and t h e  MPendulumfi w h i l e  cameras  c l i c k e d  
and f l a s h c s  were f i r e d  r i g h t ,  l e f t  and c e n t r e .  We t h e n  went t h r o u g h  
t h e  t a l u s  where Les  t o o k  a l l  t h e  f u n  o u t  of  c l i m b i n g  S s l l y 9 s  Rock 
by f i n d i n g  an e a s y  way a round  Zt. We a l s o  managed t o  l o s e  C l i v e  2nd 
S a l l y  somewhere a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  b u t  s i n c e  t h e y  b o t h  knew t h e  c a v e  
we were n o t  u n d u l y  conccrned .  

..On a r r i v s i l  a t  camp 2  we had l u n c h  and t h e n  v i s i t e d  F s Z d i e ' s  
T r e s s u r e I i  t o  have  a l o o k  a t  t h e  gypsum n e e d l e s  and h e l i c t i t e s  where 
more p h o t o g r a p h s  were t a k e n ,  N o e l ' s  k e e n  g e o l o g i c a l  e y e  s p o t t e d  
t h e  p r o b a b l e  s o u r c e  of  t h e  gypsum. He n o t i c e d  a 1' t h i c k  band of  
s h a l e  o u t c r o j ? : ~ i n g  i n  t h e  w a l l  and p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  g y p s u n  
f o r m a t i o n s  a p p m r e d  t o  o c c u r  below t h i s  l e v e l .  The s h r l e  i s  now 
d e e p l y  wea-thcred b u t  was p r o b a b l y  a p y r i t i c  s h a l e  o r i g j - n a l l y  w i t h  
o x i d a t i o n  of  t h ~  p y r i t e  p r o v i d i n g  a s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  gypsum. 

On t h e  way o u t  we met up w i t h  C l i v e  ana  S a l l y  who had missed  
t h e  t u r n - o f f  t o  camp 2  and r e a l i z i n g ' t h e i r  m i s t a k e  had headed back 
f o r  t h e  w t t r n n c e .  Not f a r  f r o m  t h e  en t r t lnce  we stopped.  -to have  a'- - -  

l o o k  a t  t h ~  glow worn d i s p l a y  which was q y i t e  r e a s o n a b l e  c o n s i d e r -  
i n g  t h e  t i a e  of t h e  y e a r .  

We rz: :  &ched t h e  c a r s  a t  a b o u t  6p.m. t:nd went t o  Hoy and Pam's 
where w e  d i c e d  o n  h o t  p i e s .  Everyone was r a t h e r  m y s t i f i e d  by a  
b lood  t r a i l  f rom t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  u n t i l  i t  was found 
t h a t  S t e w a r t  had b e e n  b i t t e n  o n  t h e  l e g  by a l a r g e  l s e c h  w i t h o u t  
r e a l i z i n g  i t .  Not t o  worry  S t e w a r t ,  l f  you k e e p  up c a v i n g  y o u r  
b lood  w i l l  s o o n  b e  s o  d i l u t e d  w i t h  w a t e r  t h a t  no l o c c h  w i l l  l o o k  
a t  you t w i c e .  

Ve had a most e n j o y ~ b l e  e v e n i n g  w i t h  Les  showing h i s  c a v i n g  
s l i d e s  of  New Zealznd.  It w;s a f t e r  m i d n i g h t  when we a r r i v e d  back 
i n  B o b a r t  f r o m  a v e r y  p l L a s a n t  d a y 9 s  a c t i v i t i e s .  We a r e  l o o k i n g  
f o r w a r d  t o  s e z i n g  some of  t h e  s l i a e s  t a k e n  o n  t h ~  t r i p ,  

J u n e e  F l o r e n t i n e  - S a t u r d a y ,  29/8/70. 
P a r t y :  Ncel X h i t e  ( l e a d e r ) ,  B i l l  Lehmann, P h i l i p  Kobinsoii. 

u s  t h t  y roposed  t r i p  t o  M o l ~  Creek was c a l l e d  o f f  b e c a u s e  o f  
f l o o d s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  go  t o  Maydena i n s t e a d .  The 
a r e a  whicb we p l a n n e d  t o  e x a n i n e  o c c u r s  e a s t  of  t h e  J u n e e  r i d g e ,  
and n o r t h - e 2 s t  o f  Naydena. Examina t ion  of t h e  a e r i a l  i2hotographs of  
t h e  a r e a  shoved s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  which  might  be  o f  interest. 

O n  S ~ t u r d ~ l y  morning  a t  7s.m. a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  e v e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  
i n  Hobar t  - a c e v i n g  p a r t y  s e t  o u t  o n  t i m e .  L i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  w a s  
e x p e r i e n c e d  w i t h  f l o o d  wtzters on  t h e  way u p ,  and  z f t c r  -ihc t r a d i t i o n  
-a1 b r e a k f r 3 s t  o f  c o l d  p i e s  we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h t  Tyenna r o a d .  We d r o v e  
as  f z r  a s  wt c o u l d  and s ~ t  o u t  i n  a snow shower t o  walk  up  t h e  Hum- 
b o l d t  H i v e r .  From t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  i t  seemed p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  r i v -  
e r  migh t  c u t  down t h r o u g h  t h e  o v e r l y i n g  Yermian r o c k s  and  i n t o  l ime-  
s t o n e .  We d i d  n o t  managG t o  t e s t  t h i s  t h e o r y  a s  t h e  r i v e r  was i n  
f3ood  and c o u l d  n o t  be  c r o s s e d .  T h i s  a r e a  s h o u l d  b e  r e a x ~ m i n e d  i n  
t h e  s u r u e r .  

A s  t h e  dzy  was s t i l l  young we t h e n  wcnt t o  Maydena and t r i e d  
t o  f o l l o w  a r o a d  g o i n g  up  t h e  a i d e  v a l l e y  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  May- 
dena .  Here  we wkre s t o p p e d  by f lood-wkt , r s  c o v e r i n g  t h ~  r o a d ,  how- 
e v e r ,  n o t h i n g  d a u n t e d  we c o n t i n u e d  on  f o o t .  T h i s  v a l l e y  h ~ s  p r e v i o u s -  
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l y  been maplied a s  being u n d e r l a i n  by l imes tone ,  however, z p a r t  from 
t h e  small  Xr..ydena quar ry ,  we saw l i t t l e  evidcnce of i t  a t  f i r s t .  We 
followed a road along t h e  western s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y ,  t h e n  dropped 
i n t o  t h e  n e a r t s t  g u l l y  and commenced scrub bashing. Two creeks  we 
examined both had s t r o n g  su r face  f low al though they  tended t o  d i s -  
appear  fro:,-! s i g h t  under a  mantle of c l a y  and . p l a n t  d e b r i s .  A t  t h i s  
s t a g e  no evidcnce was found t o  suggest t h e r e  was any l i x e s t o n e  f o r  
mi les .  The r a r e  rocks  which were seen  were sznds tont  from t h e  over- 
l y i n g  Permian, o r  d o l e r i t e .  F i n a l l y  a f t e r  about t h r z s  hqurs of 
scrub bashing,  we decided t o  walk down t h e  creek t o  t h e  c l e a r  a r e a .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  reaching  where we s t a r t e d  t o  walk up t h e  creek ,  
we found l imes tone ,  and t h e  creek went underground - not f a r  though 
It flowed i n  a  small  tunne l  about 1 5  f t .  below t h e  s u r f a c e ,  with 
t h e  roof broken i n  s e v e r a l  p laces .  One small  chamber was found wi th  
no l e a d s  of f  i t .  It seems t h a t  t h e  a r e a  of l imestone he re  i s  small- 
e r  t h a n  w ~ s  p revious ly  thought and t h e r e  does not seem t o  be any 
p o s s i b l l i t y  of s i g n i f i c a n t  caves.  

A s  we s t i l l  had s e v e r a l  hours  of day l igh t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  i t  
was decided t o  go and see  t h e  Junee resurgence.  The Junes River 
was f lowing very s t r o n g l y  and had f looded t h e  road a t  t k e  br idge.  
It could s t i l l  be crossed  however, and we waded our way t o  t h e  cave. 
Rather  t h a n  waste our time watching t h e  water we spent  an  hour 
t rogg ing  around t h e  d r y  g u l l y  ebove t h e  resurgence i n  t h e  hope t h a t  
some h o l e  n igh t  l cad  i n t o  t h e  system beyond t h e  siphon. One small 
h o l e  w a s  found which l e d  i n t o  a  small  chamber with a t  l e a s t  one 
glow-worm. Xe l a t e r  l e a r n t  t h a t  t h i s  hole  has  previous ly  been ex- 
amined .by Alber t  and Simon. There a r e  a. couple of siilall sink-holes 
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  but as usua l  they  were blocked. It would be worth- 
while t o  t r o g  t h i s  a r e a  very thoroughly,  however, t h e  present  t h i c k  
cover of b r a c k m  makes i t  impossible u n t i l  i t  has  besn burnt .  

ss  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  t r i ?  we can only claim t o  know a few more 
p laces  where i t  i s  not  worthwhile t o  look. One p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t  i s  
t h a t  P h i l i p  h a s  now been introduced t o  scrub bashing Tasnanian s t y l e  
- he s e c m d  t o  f i n d  i t  q u i t e  a  change from t h e  tame country-side 
of B r i t a i n .  Noel White. 
Junee Area - Saturday,  5/9/70. 
Par tx :  B lbe r t  Goede, Noel White, B i l l  Lehmann, P h i l i p  Robinson(and 
n e a r l y  Arthur  Clarke) .  
We l e f t  H o b ~ r t  a t  approx. 7.30a.m. from t h e  usua l  g a t h e r i n g  p lace  
a t  Ba t t e ry  Point .  Since we had f o r g o t t e n  t o  r i n g  uNivJ f o r  parmission 
t o  pass  through t h e  b a r r i e r  we c a l l e d  a t  Don Francombe's a f t e r  t h e  
u s u a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  "Cold P ie  Shop". The Francombe's had gone away 
f o r  t h e  weskend but a v i s i t  t o  Mr.Nolland was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  acqui r -  
i n g  t h e  p e r n i t .  iWe waited f o r  h a l f  a n  hour a t  t h e  b a r r i e r  f o r  k r t h u r  
but s i n c c  he d i d  not t u r n  up d-ecided t o  push on without him. On a r -  
r i v a l  a t  t h e  u s u a l  parkfng spot t h e  small  mountain of gea r  was div-  
ided up between t h e  f o u r  of us  and we wcre o f f .  The weather which 
had been reasonable  up t i l l  now d e t e r i o r a t e d  and by t h e  time w e  
reached J P  5 i t  was snowing heav i ly .  The creek running i n t o  JF 4 
was f lowing s t r o n g l y  2nd t h e  normally d ry  JF 5  entranc(5 a l s o  proved 
r a t h e r  wet wi th  water cascading down from t h e  c l i f f  zbove. Since 
none of u s  had been i n  t h e  cave before  we l e f t  our gea r  on t h e  sur-  
f a c e  except f o f  one rope t i e d  t o  a t r e e  a t  t h e  entr2nce.  The way 
through was easy t o  f i n d  a s  we could hear  t h e  d i s t a n t  r o a r  of t h e  
creek.  !ue rsached a  p lace  where a  l adder  seemed d e s i r a b l e  but Noel 
claimed i t  was a n  easy climb and proceeded t o  prove i t  and Albert  
followed. We r a n  out of rope j u s t  before reaching  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
next p i t c h  which had t h e  creek r o a r i n g  i n  from t h e  l e f t ,  It seemed 
t h a t  with so much water  W? would be b a t t l i n g  t o  g e t  a s  f a r  a s  l a s t  
s u m e r ' s  p a r t y  l e t  a lone  f u r t h e r .  I l e f t  my carb ide  lamp and we 
climbed up again .  This was a  l e s s  happy experience a s  with t h e  burn- 
i n g  ca rb ide  lamp down below we could see j u s t  how cxposcd our climb 
was. Althcugh t h e  climb i s  not d i f f i c u l t  a  l a d d e r  shoul? be used 
f o r  inexgerienced cavers .  We went back t o  t h e  su r facc  f o r  lunch 
where we huddled t o g e t h e r  und-zr a  l o g  t o  escape t h e  wet snow. I n t r e -  
pid l e a d e r  and Noel had by t h i s  t ime l o s t  a l l  en tus iasn  f o r  t h e  
cave i n  i t s  present c o n d i t i o n  but B i l l  and P h i l i p  were keen t o  go 
back t o  look down t h e  second drop and rescue  l e a d e r 9 s  ca rb ide  lamp. 
Meanwhile Noel and Alber t  s t a r t e d  scrub bdshing towards t h e  west t o  
s t a y  warm. Noel discovered a  promising cave entrance i n  a dry  v a l l e y  
and a  smal l  s w a l l e t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up stream. Iiumerous o t h e r  l e s s  
promising h o l e s  vier6 a l s o  found. .?v%en F h i l i p  and B i l l  re turned  we 
shouldered our heavy packs t o  have n look. The cave ent rance  proved 
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( Junee  5 / 9 / 7 ~  con t .  ) 
t o  be a slo;~-iing t u n n e l  r a t h e r  l i k e  JF  1 on a  s m a l l e r  sc t i le  bu t  was 
blocksd about  50 f t .  down. Next we tu rned  t o  t h e  s~ ;? ;a l lc t  with. ;a 
sma l l  w z t c r f a l l  d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n t o  a f l a t  bottomed 20 E-L. h o l e .  
Leader c o n k ' i d e ~ ~ t  f m m  l o n g  expe r i ence  t h a t  t h e  h o l e  wouldn' t  go 
s t ayed  o n  t o p  whi le  Noel, P h i l i p  and B i l l  descended.  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  
came t h c  r e q u e s t  f o r  a n o t h e r  l a d d e r  t h a n  1% hours  of s i l e n c e  whi le  
l e a d e r  junped up and down and wandered around t h e  bush t o  s t a y  warn. 
The p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  i n  h i g h  s p i r i t s  b l though r a t h e r  ~ c t  and= l i t t l e  
t h e  worse f r i r  wear r e p o r t i n g  t h s t  t h e y  hrld rei-chcd a. d e p t h  of about  
200 f t .  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  back a t  t h e  t o p  of a  50 f t .  s h a f t .  AS i t  was 
t o o  l a t z  t o  r c t u r n  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  we headed back f o r  t l ie  c a r s  fo l low-  
i n g  t h e  v i c s t ~ r n  s i d e  of t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  r a t h c r  t h a n  t h c  bottom. Most 
of t h i s  provcd q u i t e  good gc ing .  Back a t  t h e  c a r s  a t  5.30p.m. and a 
qu ick  dush t o  our  f a v o u r i t e  p i e  shop a t  Naydena f c r  a n c a l  of p i e s ,  
p a s t i e s  and riiilk shakes .  A most rewarding dby i n  r e t r o s p e c t .  

i icc2rdixg t o  Noel t h e  underground cour sc  of t h s  new s w a l l e t  
swings t o a u r d s  t h e  e a s t  and t h e r c  i s  a good chance t h a t  i t  w U l  
e v v n t u a l l y  j o i n  t h e  JF 4-5 system so f u r t h z r  e x p l ~ r ~ . : ~ t i o n  i s  c c r t a i n -  
l y  worthv4lile. The new s w a l l e t  h a s  on ly  a smal l  crec1c running  i n t o  
i t  whick would probably  d r y  up d u r i n g  t h e  summer. 


