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Bat te ry  Point .  8 p. m. 

EDITOJ~IAZ. - 
The pa s t  month has seen major d i s cove r i e s  by a l l  

Tasmanian c lubs .  The Southern Caving Socie ty  i s  t o  be 
congra tu la ted  with breaking t h e  Aus t r a l i an  depth record 
by bottoming Tass ie  Pot i n  t h e  F lo ren t ine  Valley a t  a  
depth of 800 f t .  One of our nenbers - P h i l i p  Hobinson - 
was i n v i t e d  t o  take  p a r t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a s s a n l t  and was 
one of t h r e e  t o  reach t h e  bottom of t he  pothole.  You 
w i l l  f i n d  h i s  s t o r y  i n  t h i s  Sp ie l .  

T .C .C . (~or the rn    ranch) found another  ent rance  t o  
Kubla ~ h a n ( ~ o l e  Creek). This means t h a t  i n s t ead  of 1s -k -  
i n g  a  s t renuous  t r i p  t o  t he  f a r  end of t h e  cave and back 
i t  i s  now pos s ib l e  t o  make a through t r i p .  It a l s o  makes 
t h e  spec t acu l a r  format ion  chambers a t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  
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-?cav.e .much more a c c e s s i b l e  which may no t  be a good t h i n g  from a con-  
s e r v a t i o n  p o i n t  of view. No doubt t h e  th rough  t r i p  w i l l  p r o v e  v e r y  
p o p u l a r  -with t h c  A.S.F. p a r t y  go ing  t o  Mole Creek. 

Our own e f f o r t s  a l t h o u g h  l e s s  s p e c t a c u l a r  have a l s o  been worth- 
wh i l e .  A t  Mt.Anne B r i a n  and J e a n e t t e  C o l l i n  were t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e a a h  
t h e  l e g e n d a r y  l a k e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  do lomi t e  r i d g e  t o  f i n d  t h e  
waters f rom t h e  l a k e  d r a i n i n g  i n t o  two s w a l l e t s  i n  t h e  do lomi t e  a t  
t h e  e a s t e r n  end. A t r i p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  weekend by Br i an ,  E i l l  and 
P e t e r  s a w  t h e  comple t ion  bf a marked t r a c k  around t h e  d o l o n i t e  r i d g e  
from t h e  Boyle s e a r c h  camp t o  t h e  l a k e .  B r i a n  and B i l l  n l s ~  made a 
t r a v e r s e  of  t h e  do lomi t e  r i d g e  and u s i n g  a  weighted f i s h i n g  l i n e  
plumbed t h e  d e p t h  of t h e t f b i g  h o l e f f .  Two measurements 20 f t .  a p a r t  
i n d ' c  tfid f r e e  d r o p s  of  380 and 410 f t .  r e spec t ive ly ! !  Looks l i k e  
Mint . & f q t i n  i s  go ing  t o  l o s e  a n o t h e r  r eco rd  on t h e  p o s t  con fe rence  
f ie@j'filip. 

! O r i ' a  t r i p  t o  Frankcorabe Uave A l b e r t  d i s cove red  t h e  l a r v a  of  t h e  
F l o r e n t i n e  cave  b e e t l e  as w e l l  as two a d u l t s  f rom t h i s  new l o c a l i t y .  
The b e e t l e  was p r e v i o u s l y  known o n l y  from Cashion Ck.Cave. The l a r v a  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be d i s cove red  of any of t h e  f i v e  s p e c i e s  of known 
Tasmanian t r o g l o b i t i c  b e e t l e s .  

Club News, 
+ The f o l l o w i n g  new members were e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a l  meet- 
ing(when t h e y  pay t h e i r  subs!)  
Kevin Kiernan ,  1 0  Meath Avenue, Taroona,  7005. 
P e t e r  Shaw, P1.3, 25 Broadview Cres . ,  T r e v a l l y n ,  Launccston,  7250. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  and welcome t o  t h e  mob! T h e i r  e l e c t i o n  b r i n g s  t o  
1 2  t h e  number of  new members who have jo ined t h e  c l u b  i n  t h e  las t  
s i x  months. 
+ Sirnon S tephens  h a s  l e f t  t o  spend a  two months c l i lnbing h o l i d a y  
i n  New Zealand. No doubt  he  w i l l  come back w i t h  l o t s  of c l imb ing  
t e c h n i q u e s  t o  t r y  o u t  undeyground. 
+ Tom F o r s t e r  w i l l  be l e a v i n g  u s  t o  s tar t  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  
t h e  A i r  Fo rce  a t  Wagga, N. S. W. i n  e a r l y  J snuary .  S o r r y  t o  l o s e  you 
s o  soon  Tom b u t  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  t a k e  t h a t  geo logy  p i c k  w i t h  you! 
It should  make a u s e f u l  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  armament of Phantom j e t  
f i g h t e r s  as w e l l  as a s s u r i n g  t h a t  some of our  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  l i v e  a 
l i t t l e  l o n g e r .  
+ P e t e r  and Joan  Brabon w i l l  be moving i n t o  t h e i r  own home soon.  
T h e i r  new a d d r e s s  i s  Old Beach Road, F.Oo Box 74 ,  L i n d i s f a r n e .  

S l i d e  and F i lm Show - r tValking f o r  P l e a s u r e w ,  
T h i s  show w i l l  be s t aged  by t h e  North West Walking Club at .  t h e  - 

A r t p  L e c t u r e  T h e a t r e ,  Uni. of  as., a t  8.15 p.m. on F r i d a y ,  1 1 t h  
and, S a t u r d a y ,  1 2  t h .  December w i t h  a mat inee  performance a t  2.30 p.a. 
on Sa tu rday  t h e  1 2  t h .  

The show compr i ses  a two hour  programne of s l i d e s  and c o l o u r  
movies of  t h e  c l u b ' s  ou tdoor  a c t i v i t i e s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t aped  music 
and commentary. Admission w i l l  be by t i c k e t  s a l e s  a t  t h e  door .  
A d u l t s  8 0  c e n t s .  C h i l d r e n  40 c e n t s . ( 3 0  c e n t s  ma t inee ) .  

na and f o o t s i o g g i n g  up t h e  t r a c k  t o -  
wards t h e  caves .  It was v e r y  humid and 
t h e  go ing  a t r i f l e  s t i c k y .  H a l f  way up 
t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  t h e  p a r t y  s p l i t  up.Noe1 
B i l l ,  C l i v e  and Dorothy s c t  f o r t h  up 
t h e  s i d e  t o  d i g  t h e  choke i n  Hnirygont 
Hole w h i l e  I h i l i p  P e t e r  and Mike ca r -  
r i e d  on up t h e  v a i l e y  t o  J P  4,5. Des- 

l a r g e  s i z ~ f i .  rocks .  k rope  w a s  c u t  i n  two by onc rock .  T h i s  p i t c h  i& 
u n s a f e  and t h e r e  i s  no s h e l t e r  a t  t h e  bottom. A f u r t h e r  60 f t .  l a d -  
d e r  was t i c d  on and t h e  nex t  d rop  descended.  Half  way down t h e  J F  4 

I 
\& 

1, ' 

TRIP REPORTS. 
Hai rygoa t  f'I?;ze and JF 5  - Sunday Nov. 8 t h .  
P a r t y :  Nocl YJhite, P h i l i p  Robinson, B i l l  Lehmann, C l i v e  and Dorothy 
B o u l t e r ,  Mikc Robinson and P e t e r  Shaw. - -- 

k 7 a.m. s t a r t  from F r a n k l i n  Squ. J F  S ( o u t  to SCCL\L) 

saw u s  s o w  past t h c  b a r r i e r  a t  Mavde- '? 

p i t e  t h e  d r y  day t h e r e  was s t i l l  a t r e  
-mendous amount of w a t e r  ca scad ing  down 
i n t o  4. Thc d r y  c n t r a n c c ,  J F  5 ,  was dc- 
scendcd approx.  11.30 a . m .  The ea sy  30 
f t .  e n t r s n c c  c l imb l e d  s t r a i g h t  t o  a 
small chambcr and t h e  f i r s t  60 f t .  d r o p  

,,A 

-- 
T h i s  i s  c l imbab le  w i t h  a rope  though a ladcler  i s  a l i t t l c  e a s i e r .  
We were a l l  soQn  down t h i s  p i t c h  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t a c k l e  and a few 



Speleo - Spi.el .  ( ~ ~ ~ ~  3 ) -  Dcccnber , 1970. 

wa te r  c a n  be  s e c n  thunde r ing  away c l o s e  by. Rocks thrown down t h e  
n e x t  p i t c h  werc l o s t  i n  t h e  r o a r  of water .  An e s t i m n t c  of 100  f t .  i s  
approximate ,  There secm t o  be t h r c e  ways t o  t a c k l e  t h i s  w a t e r f a l l  
p i t ch : -  ( a )  Climb s t r a i g h t  down *he wate r  w i th  wet s u i t  i n  d r i e r  

weather.  P r i o r  t o  such a hazardous a t t empt  i t  would be 
a d v i s a b l e  t o  i ~ i m c r s e  a n c s e l f  i n  t h e  uppcr r c a c h e s  of 

. JP 4 ,  j u s t  t o  t e s t  t h e  f c c l  of t h i n g s .  
( b )  Drive  i n  two b o l t s  1 0 '  up t h e  l e f t  hand wall, This  w i l l  

t a k e  t h e  l a d d e r  away from t h e  main f o r c e .  A wet s u i t  
would s t i l l  be d e s i r a b l e  when d r i v i n g  t h e  b o l t s  among 
t h e  s p r a y  of t h e  p rev ious  p i t c h ,  

( c )  Drive  i n  a b o l t  lQ1 up t h e  w a l l  a t  t h e  bot toLl  o f '  t h e  
f i r s t  60 ' .  Hang 150 '  l a d d e r ( a t  l e a s t ;  over  t h c  t op .  
This  may w e l l  avo id  t h e  l o o t ( + - )  w a t e r f a l l  a l t o g e t h e r .  
(See  diagram on p rev ious  page) .  

The p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a f t e r  3  h o u r s  underground. 
It was soon obvious  t h a t  t h e  d i g  i n  Hairygoat  Hole was imposs- 

i b l e .  Exp los ives  a r e  needed t o  makc any p r o g r e s s ,  a l t h o u g h  w i t h  
much mud and g r a v e l  removed a  s l e d g e  hammer may make souc i n p r e s s i o n  
L i t t l e  d raugh t  was r e p o r t e d .  Dorothy had a good i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
l a d d e r  c l imbing  wi th  two easy  40'  p i t c h e s .  It appeared from t h e  r e -  
s u l t i n g  screams however, she  was no t  of t h i s  o p i n i o n  h e r s e l f .  Hooks 
on t h e  ,boots  were t h e  cause  of some concern.  

Both p a r t i e s  jo ined  t o g e t h e r  we spen t  t h c  r e s t  of t h e  day po't- 
t e r i n g .  S i x  h o l e s  werc descended a long  t h e  yel low t r a c k  from Hairy- 
g o a t  Hole,  d e p t h s  be ing  4 0 1 ,  6 5 ' ,  6 l ,  1 5 ' ,  ? '  and 30' .  A l l  were 
choked a t  t h c  bottom except  ? l .  Stnncs  r a t t l e d  f o r  two seconds.  It 
was t o o  t i g h t  a f t e r  1 0 ' .  The 65 '  deep h o l e  h a s  a b e a u t i f u l  f r e e  hang- 
i n g  olimb. A way th rough  t o  a f u r t h e r  15 l  h o l e  may go a t  t h e  bott'om. 
m e r e  i s  no d r a u g h t ;  whatever t h a t  means. 

We were mct by Therese  back a t  t h e  c a r s .  She had b e m  wi th  A l -  
b e r t  down Cashion Ck.Cave, a ~ s u c c c s s f u l  t r i p ,  some v c r y  r a r e  c r i t t -  
e r s  were found.  T h e i r  c a r  had s t u c k  i n  t h i r d  g e a r  ancl A l b ~ r t  w a s  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d r i v e  i t  back t o  Xobar t ,  d i t c h i n g  Theresc  i n  c a s e  
h e  broke down and necded onc of u s  t o  tow him. He made i t  wi thout  
s topping .  P h i l i p  Robinson. 

Nov.14 t h  n p r g y  from t h e  
Southern  Caving S o c i e t y  
bottomed T a s s i e  Pot a t  800 
f e e t .  I was l u c k y  cnnugh 
t o  be w i t h  t h e  team d u r i n g  
t h e  17  hour  t r i p . ( P r e v i o u s  
r eco rd :  Mini M a r t i n  720 f t ,  
by T.C.C.  1967) .  The f i r s t  
man descended t h e  150 '  en- 
t r a n c e  s h z f t  a t  about  1 .00  
p.m. on Sa turday .  The scv- 
en man team wcrc soon p r e s  
- s i n g  down, wi th  t a c k l e .  
The second p i t c h ,  9 0 '  and 
t h e  70 '  chimney were de- 
scended.  A f t e r  a few more 
c l imbs  we Pound o u r s e l v e s  
i n  a s i z a b l e  chamber w i t h  
a deep  chasm o f f  one s i d e .  
Three  hundred f e e t  of w i r e  
l a d d e r  were lowered ovcr  
and John Morley prepared  
t o  descend.  Soon h i s  u s u a l  
a u d i b l e  v o i c e  had d i sap -  
peared .  We were l e f t  won- 
d e r i n g .  H i s  absence  on t h e  
end of t h e  r o p e ,  when i t  
w a s  hau lcd  up ,  sugges ted  
he  had bottomed it .  270 f t  
of rope  had been  used.  I 
t i e d  on and descended s t e a  
- i l y .  Thc l a d d e r  was t w i s t  
-ed, caught  and heavy,  t h e  
c l imb awkward. A t  140 '  a 
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narrow 2 '  wide ledge  t o  one s i d e  o f f e r s  a  welconc r e s t .  A candlc  was 
l i t  below and John could be seen  vaguely i n  t h e  da-kncss .  Continuing 
down an  overhang i s  reached and t h e  l a s t  8 0 '  i s  f r e e  hanging i n  a  
ve ry  l a r g e  chamber. fit 260' t h c  b o t t o r  was reachcd. C l i ~ l b i ~  up a  
s l o p e  I met John. About 20 m i l l s .  l a t c r  u t h u r  Clarke had joined us. 
The a l t i n e t r c  read 640' and t h e  cave went Gown! We climbccl through 
some loose  rocks  and down a s e r i e s  of shor t  uns tab le  d ross .  Below 
t h e  b i g  p i t c h  t o  t h e  bottom a r e  many p reca r ious ly  pos i t ioned  rocks.  
Care i s  necdcd on t h e  descent .  We g i n g e r l y  continued down, down. 
Where was t h e  bottom? A t  l a s t  i t  l e v e l l e d  o f f  and we wz.lked f o r  100 
f t .  o r  so. The passage l o w r e d  and a  t i g h t  squeeze was encountered. 
Eagerly t h e  a l t i m e t ~ r z  was read ;  - 820'  - t h e  record!, e a s i l y .  We 
shook hcmds and f e l t  very  pleased.  The depth was l a t c r  arncnded t o  
800' + - 20' t o  al low f o r  e r r o r  i n  t h e  aneroid .  Arthur decided t h i s  
wasn't  enough and proceeded t o  f o r c e  t h e  muddy squeeze. John follow- 
ed an6 a  f u r t h e r  30' of passage was found. Another cave was en te red ,  
i n  f a c t  another  s t ream, but no way on. The bottom had d e f i n i t e l y  
been reached. 

The r e t u r n  was c a r e f u l  and t h e  b i g  260' p i t c h  planned. We as- 
cended without  mishap. Sone e x c e l l e n t  l i f e l i n i n g  by Chr i s ,  David, 
Graham and Kevin was ve ry  much apprec ia ted .  Also on t h e  su r face  
John McCornack l i n i n g  on t h e  150 '  en t rance  s h a f t  had a ve ry  long 
wait .  Once up t h e  b i g  p i t c h  we were a s  good a s  out  of t h c  cave. The 
ent rance  90 '  and 150 '  l a d d e r s  secmed l i k e  chicken fet-d. Ijle weye a l l  
on t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  dawn, Sunday, wcary and j u b i l a n t .  

Frankcornbe Cave, B1lorentine Vallcy - ~unciay' 15/11/1970. 
Par ty :  Alber t  Goedei leadcr)  , Theresc and Diana Gocdc, Noel White, 
p e t e r  Shaw, Mike Robinson, B i l l  Lchrnarm, Cl ivc  and Dot Bou l t e r ,  
Cl ive and Fiona B u r r e t t  and P h i l i p  ~ o b i n s o n ( r c s t i ~  on h i s  l a u r e l s ) .  

We l e f t  Hobart a t  a leisurely 8 a.n. meeting P e t e r  a t  Granton 
a t  8.30 a.m. Dear Westerway we met up with John Morley of S.C.S. 
who t o l d  u s  t h e  e x c i t i n g  news t h a t  they  had broken t h c  ~ u s t r a l i a n  
depth record  i n  t h e  e a r l y  hours  of t h e  morning by bot toning  Tass ie  
Pot.  A t  t h e  b a r r i e r  we found an  exhausted but  r a t h e r  plc?.sed P h i l i p  
slumped i n  h i s  V.W. wi th f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  on t h e  Tass ie  Pot e f f o r t .  
He even mustered t h e  courage t o  come with us  al though hc d i d n ' t  go 
underground again .  

Prankcombe Cave was quickly  found and t h e  whole p a r t y  went 
through t h c  f o r q a t i o n  s e c t i o n  except ~ l b c r t  who spent  Lhe time col -  
l e c t i n g  cav2 fauna i n  t h c  overflow stream passage. This  proved ve ry  
rewarding. Not only were two t r o g l o b i t i c  t r e c h i n e  b e e t l e s  found( the  
f i rs t  record o f  them from t h i s  cdve) but more e x c i t i n g  s t i l l  a  bee t -  
l e  l a r v a  was found - confirmed a s  almost c , ; r t a in ly  t h a t  of t h e  cave 
b e e t l e .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t r o g l o b i t i c  b e s t l e  l a r v a  t o  bc recorded 
from Aus-tral ia .  When t h e  o t h e r s  re turned  we a l l  followed t h e  f o s s i l  
passage downs-bream. A s  t h i s  g e t s  narrower a s  one goes 9n we were 
soon we l l  spread. out .  Noel ancl P e t e r  presscd on d e t e r ~ l i n e d  t o  push 
e x p l o r a t i o n  f u r t h e r  and disappeared froni s i g h t .  Thcy v,xc followed 
more r e l u c t a n t l y  by B i l l ,  l i k e  and myself. The o t h e r s  s taged back 
t o  admire t h e  f o s s i l s .  

The t h r e e  of us  followed i n  Noel an? P e t e r 9 s  t r a i l  we l l  beyond 
t h e  previous  l i m i t  of exp lo ra t ion .  The going go t  p rogress ive ly  hard- 
e r  and i n  s c v e r a l  p laces  t h e  f l o o r  had been dug out but no s i g n  of 
them. I n  t h e  end our l i g h t s  were g e t t i n g  dim and we got  fec! up with 
progress ing  l i k e  earthworms so we madc our way back t o  t h e  sur face .  
Another hour l a t e r  P e t e r  and Noel emerged. Thcy must have crawled 
n e a r l y  t o  t h e  F l o r e n t i n c  River but s t i l l  c l a ined  i t  would go f u r t h e r  
with a l i t t l e  digging.  Any t a k e r s ? ?  A p leasan t  day d e s p i t e  somewhat 
damp cond i t ions .  Alber t  Goede. 
N t .  knne a rea .  -- 14,15  Nov. 1970. 
Par ty :  Brir tn  and J e a n e t t e  Co l l in .  

- ~ e ~ l r i e t t e  now has  t h e  h ~ n o u r  of bcing t h e  f i r s t  person t o  d r i n k  
f  rom t h e  un-named l a k e  below t h e  c!olomite r i d g e .  

The l a k e  i s  about a mile long by s e v e r a l  hunclre6 yards  a c r o s s  
with d.olomite a b u t t i n g  i t s  western shore.  The l a k e  d r a i n s  out v i a  
two h o l e s  i n  t h e  dolomite  about 100 f t .  a p a r t .  The f i r s t  o u t l e t  i s  a  
h o r i z o n t a l  f i s s u r e  some 8 f t .  long by 9"  high and could 9 o s s i b l y  be 
entered  with t h e  a i d  of a  hammer. The second o u t l e t  a t  t h e  base of 
a  smal l  c l i f f  was not  v i s i t e d ,  o r  even seen ,  but i t  could be heard.  
Access t o  t h i s  o u t l e t  could be awkward and ;r l e n g t h  of rope might 
come i n  u s e f u l .  

The p e n a l t y  of doing i n  one day what should be done i n  two days 
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i s  t h e  l a c k  of d a y l i g h t  hours.  The a r e a  i s  worthy of morc explora- 
t i o n  , e s p e c i a l l y  wgen one cons iders  t h a t  i t  would be a t  l e a s t  l* miles 
be fo re  a p o s s i b l e  e f f l u x .  Brian Col l in .  
M t .  h e .  - 21,22 Nov. 1970. 
Par ty :  ~ . ~ o l l i n ( l e a d e r ) ,  B.Lehrnann and P e t e r  Shaw(Sat . n i ~ l i t  & sun. ). 

Leaving Bobart a t  7  p.m. on Fr iday  n igh t  we arr ive?.  a t  t h e  
"search campf1 s i g h t  a t  approx. 11 p.m. a f t e r  a walk along t h e  bornba- 
d i e r  t r a c k  by t o r c h  l i g h t .  On Saturday morning i t  dawner' f i n e  and 
c l e a r ' s 0  b r i a n  decided t h a t  wc should do t h e  t r i p  a long t h e  r idge  
t o p  while t h e  weather w a s  good. 

Leaving canp a t  about 7  a.m. we climbcd up p a s t  i t  i i r e l e s s  P t . "  
( s o  named bccausc t h e  r a d i o  w a s  s i t u a t e d  here  dur ing  t h e  Coyle search 
las t  y e a r )  ~ n t o  t h e  nor the rn  cnd of t h e  dolomite r idgc .  From here  
we could sec  n considerc;ble  p o r t i o n  of Tasmania. We Lhen n~oved along 
t h e  top  of t h c  r i d g e  towards M t .  knne. Whilst t h e  climb up t h e  end 
of t h e  r i6ge  was reasonable  t h e  t o p  of t h c  r i d g e  has  morc ups and 
downs t h a n  i n  a  yo-yo competi t ion.  This  coinbined w i t h  t h e  scopar ia  
scrub  made i t  q u i t e  a  trip along.  bout h a l f  way a long t h c  r i d g e  . we found a rkdsonabl t  c:imp s i t e  wi th  what looks  l i k e  2ornancnt w t e x  
and good s h e l t e r .  It was whilc we were r e s t i n g ' h e r e  t h a t  I discover-  

, ed t h a t  my ,Jarka and jumper had f a l l e n  out of t h e  d a y  ,xck I was 
c a r r y i n g  and we debated whether t o  go back and l o ? k  f o r  them. We 
r e t r a c e d  our s t e p s  and f o r t u n a t E l y  found them wi th in  100 yds. of 
t h e  camp s i g h t .  

We continued a long t h e  r i d g c  t o  t hc  f i r s t  of our o b j e c t i v e s ,  
t t h e  No.2 b ig  h o l e  t h a t  J e a n c t t e  C o l l i n  and Tin Walkden-Brown had -. - found previously.  They had only secn i t  i n  th; f o g  but i n  c l e a r  

day l i g h t  it w a s  over-awing. B f o u r  hundred f o o t  shee r  wa l l  t o  t h e  
bottom. But t h c  easy way down i s  on t h c  o t h e r  s i d e  wherc t h e  w a l l  
between t h e  two h ~ l e s  goes down about 100 f t .  and with t h e  assist- 
ance of J rope i t  would be p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  onto a n a t u r a l  br idge  
about 150 f t .  o f f  t h e  f l o o r  of t h c  hole .  This  would ~lakt? a good 
jumping off p o i n t  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t  qn t h c  ho le  a s  i t  i s  approx. 5-6' 
wide. Rocks dropped down t h e  deep s i d e  of t h e  h o l e  took 5 - 5& secs .  
t o  h i t  before  bouncing on f u r t h e r .  

Af te r  a b i t e  of lunch and a d r i n k  o f  snow water  f r o ~ i  one of t h e  
numerous snow bdnks s t i l l  on t h e  r i d g e  we headed f u r t h e r  round t h e  
r i d g e  t o  t h e  p r i ;~e  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  l lb ig t l  hole .  This  turned out t o  
have a vc ry  unpre ten t ious  entr 'lnce but a rock drop~led (!owl d isappear  
-ed from s i g h t  before  h i t t i n g  t h e  bottom. I could s e e  what I took 
t o  be t h e  bottom and threw t h e  rock t o  land on t h i s  spot  but could 
n o t  see  i t  do so. E r i a n  went I t f i sh ingH i n  t h e  ho le  and to7k two 
measurelnents which turned out t o  be 380' and 410'. These were t aken  
about  20' a p a r t  and wi th  a  weiglLted nylon f i s h i n g  l i n e  so t h e  ho le  
i s  obviously a b i t  more t h a n  t h i s  a s  t h e  nylon stretches a b i t .  We 
t h e n  sca led  t h e  f a c e  up t o  t h e  look out rock 400' f u r t h e r  up i n  a  
v e r t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n  and t h e n  walked nlong t h e  r idge  t o  t h e  t r a c k  
going back t o  t h e  "Fern Campl1. Leaving t h e  packs he re  Br ian  l e d  on 
a long  t h e  r i d g e  t o  t h e  bigi;cst cushion p lan t  t h a t  I hacl cvcr  seen. 
I took a  couple of photos but u n f c r t u n a t e l y  zone i d i o t ,  who we met 
camped along t h e  r i d g e  a b i t ,  had stamped h i s  f o o t  i n t c ,  t h e  p l a n t  
and damagcd t h e  s u r f a c e  a f a i r  b i t .  

With another  b i t e  t o  e a t  we t h e n  hcadcd back t o  can:y t o  f i n d  
P e t e r  had a r r i v c d  about two hours  bcforc.  A good ho t  meal and then  
t o  bed as W C  had been going f o r  12 hours.  

Sunday dawned j u s t  :1s good a s  Sat .  but we couldn ' t  go b2:ck t o  
t h e  r i d g e  as we would have l i k e d ,  as t h e  o t h e r  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  t r i p  
was t o  c u t  a t r x c k  i n t o  t h e  a s  y e t  un-naned(off ic ia l1y)  l a k e  below 
M t .  knne. This  was done i n  6* hours  with minor excurs ions  t o  look 
a t  such t h i n g s  a s  a small  resurgence,  t h e  "Mosesv rock which i s  8 
small s t ream f lowing out  of 8 s o l i d  100 f k .  rock f a c e ,  and some of 
t h e  numerous c o l l a p s e s  :m1 f a u l t s  i n  t h e  rock ,  none of r ~ h i c h  appear- 
ed t o  go '-nyllhcre but could do wi th  f u r t h e r  work. Ve a r r i v c d  a t  t h e  
l a k e  a t   bout 2.30 p.n. making us  p a r t  of t h e  s o  f a r  exc lus ive  group 
of 4 people t o  a c t u a l l y  v i s i t  t h e  l a k e  so f a r ,  Brinn and J e a n e t t e  
having v i s i t e d  i t  t h e  previous weekend from t h e  oppos i te  cnd. 

Af te r  t r y i n g  without success(ho1e too  smal l )  t o  g e t  through 
where t h e  water f lows out  of t h e  l a k e  we headed back, packed up camp 
and a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  c a r s  on t h e  road about (5.30 9.m.  ) From 
t h e r e  i t  was back t o  t h e  cold p i e  shop f o r  a  - HOT pie,nilkshi-.ke and 
icecrearn t o  s u s t a i n  us  t i l l  we go t  home. 

B i l l  Lehnann. 
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E x i t  Cave, Ida  Bay - Sunday, 22/11/1970. 
This  t r i p  denons t ra ted  t h e  advantages of a  small  f a s t  par ty .  

Having l e f t  Hobart a t  7 3 . m .  i n  P h i l i p ' s  c a r  we wcre z t  t h e  cave 
mouth a t  11 2.m. The cave stream was very  low fol-Lowing n e a r l y  a 
week(!) of d r y  weather but  t h e  cave was s t i l l  danp with y ~ l c n t y  of 
evidence of r ecen t  f looding .  A quick de tour  was made t o  J ~ h e  Colon- 
nades ancl. through t h e  upper l c v a l  then  through t h e  t a l u s  t o  camp 2  
and a  quick look a t  t h e  gypsum needles  i n  Ed ie ' s  Treasure.  We t h e n  
pressed on upstream even tua l ly  passing through K e l l c r ' s  Squeeze. We 
passed Skele ton  Ck. Passage t o  t h e  next l a r g e  chamber. Here i n s t e a d  
of p ress ing  on ups t rean  we climbed up a t  one end of t h c  chnnber. 
Here a  crawl l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ( o b v i o u s 1 y  unexplored)while  a d r y  
s t ream passage went t o  t h e  r i g h t .  Albcrt  followed up t h e  passage f o r  
some d i s t a n c c  without reaching t h e  encl. The f i r s t  p a ~ t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r -  
l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n s i s t i n g  of an  e l l i p t i c a l  passage with on 8 '  t o  1 0 '  
minia ture  canyon c u t  i n  i t s  f l o o r .  P h i l i p  pushed through t h e  crawl 
and found i t  gpened out i n t o  a  passage. Nei ther  passage w a s  pushed 
t o  t h e  end due t o  l a c k  of time. There i s  n  l o t  more explor ing  and a 
good d e a l  of mapyhng t o  be done i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  cave, he emerged 

-. 
from t h e  cxve a t  6  p.m. reaching t h e  c a r  a t  7.30 p.m. Ve got t o  Huon- 
v i l l e  a t  9.30 pen .  j u s t  i n  time t o  g e t  some f i s h  ~ ind  c h i p s  before  
t h e  l a s t  shop shut .  A s t renuous  day but wel l  worth t h e  c f f o r t .  

k l b e r t  Goede. 
Grag(near S t  .NTarys), Nth,East T:tsn:tnia. - 28,29/11/1970. 
Par ty :  u l b e r t  ~ o e d e ( 1 ' m ~ h c r c s c  and Diana Gocdc, H i l l  Lehmann, 
Del ia  nlaloney, P h i l i p  Robinson, S t u a r t  Nicholas,  Ton F o r s t e r ,  P e t e r  
Shaw and Judy Chambers. 

The purpose of t h e  t r i p  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c ~ ~ v c s  i n  t h e  Per 
-mian l imcs tonc  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of ~r:.1y(5 mi les  south-east  of S t .  
~ a r y s ) .  Wo l e f t  Hobart a t  7  3.r-1. meeting Judy and P e t ~ r  s h o r t l y  a f -  
t e r  11 a.n. a t  Gray. Judy had obtained t h c  key t o  t h : .  o l d .  farm and 
former pos t  o f f i c e  k i n d l y  madc a v a i l z b l e  by t h e  owmr - P e t e r  Ruben- 
ach. Paul Denney, a young l o c a l  chap i n t e r e s t e d  i n  cnves ncted a s  oljr 
guide.  P h i l i p  c.md Alber t  went off tr, f i n d  him and he agreed t o  come 
with us  a f t c r  lunch t o  show us t h e  cnves. The f i r s t  one j u s t  below 
t h e  farm was an  overhang with an ex tens ive  r o c k f a l l  and sone wombat 
s i zed  paswtges l ead ing  o f f .  The second one - known a s  t h e  Bottomfess 
P i t  - p r o v d  nore  i n t e r e s t i n g .  It i s  a  60' s h a f t  cni!il?;; i n  a  chamber 
wi th  a  p i l e  of twigs  and l e a v e s  a t  t h e  bottom. With t h e  a i d  of an  old 
wooden l a d c e r  a s i d c  passage 20' above t h e  f l o o r  was i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
It was old low roofed s t r e m  passage becoming t n , ?  narr2w t o  f o l -  
low a f t e r  zpprox. 100 '  but  contained sorne formation.  Ton n e a r l y  maim 
-cd P h i l i p  by throwing h i s  geology pick back through t h e  squeeze. A 
while l a t e r  Alber t  had a  narrow m i s s  when t h e  same wea;)on came h u r t -  
l i n g  down -the s h a f t  having become dis lodged from Tom's b e l t  on t h e  
way up. Severa l  f u r t h e r  h o l e s  - mostly s o i l  c b l l a p s e s  i n t o  underly- 
i n g  l imes tone  - were inves t i$a ted  without success .  They wcre a l l  west 
of t h e  main road. The l imestone secns t o  g e t  purc r  a s  you go e a s t  
and a t  t h e  f u r t h e s t  po in t  reached wel l  developed su r face  f l u t i n g  was 
seen. The l imes tone  t r ,  t h e  e a s t  of t h c  nciin road may be worbh inves t -  
i g a t i n g  some t i n e .  Humour has  i t  t h a t  a n  ex tens ive  cave was found 
t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  century  but was blocked U ~ J  by t h e  owner. P e t e r  
Rubenach came clown on Saturday n igh t  and showed us h i s  c n l l e c t i o n  of 
an t iques .  i.71e a l s o  s a n ~ l c d  some of h i s  hone nade nlun wine. Therese 
disc6vered t h r e e  caveL c r i c k e t s ( ~ a r v o t e t t i x  sp. ) i n  t h e  laundry. We 
had seen  none i n  t h e  czves.  The next day we had a  l a z y  t r i p  back t o  
Hobart v i a  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  g e t t i n g  sun b k n t  a t  ~ i c h e n b . ~ . ~ ; ~ ~ ~ .  
JP 5 - Sun. Uec.6 t h .  
Pa r ty :  B.Collin,  P. Shaw and P.Robinson. 
The re~isor i  f o r  t h i s  t r i p  was t o  s i z e  up prlcc nore t h c  cave ::nd pre- 
pare  i t  f o r  t h e  conference.This  has  been done.Three b o l t s  a r e  now 
s e c u r e l y  d r i v e n  i n  and a  1'00' d ry  p i t c h  avqid ing  t h c  ~ ! ~ t ~ c c r f a l l  awaits 
e x p l o r a t i o n  - a g i f t  indeed! An hour ' s  walk with hecvy pack ?c we 
reached Lhc, cnvc near  noon.l)espite heavy r a i n  dur ing  t h c  grevious  
n igh t  t h c  creak was lower than  usual.The 30' climb l e d  t o  t h e  1 st .  
60' p i t ch .u  b o l t  was d r i v e n  and t h e  l a d d e r  thrown down.The 2nd 60' 
was c l i n b c d . I t  was dec idedly  we t , a s  per  u s u a l  a t  t h e  bottnm.Return- 
i n g  t o  t h e  bottom of t h e  f i r s t  60'  a f u r t h c r  b o l t  w a s  c r i v e n . I t  is 
approx.15'  above t h e  f1oor.A t r a v e r s e  round above a 6el.o drop l e a d s  
t o  a small hole .3011adder  was lowered dnwn t h e  ho le  nnc? a ledge  rcach 
-ed.The drop o f f  i s  around 1 0 0 f . k  b o l t  was d r i v e n  ag; l in  i n t o  some 
ve ry  s o l i d  101-)king l imestone.TJnfor tunt t tc ly  only 30' of ladc',er was 
1ef t .The  chasm was i n s p s c t d .  o f f  two s i d e s  of t h e  ledge.0ne l e d  t o  
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a boulder chockstone about 30' down, but the  bes t  way i n  i s  along 
t h e  s ide .  A t r ave r se  l ed  t o  a p i l e  of loose rock. Gardening ensued 
f o r  severa l  n inutes  ending i n  2 climax of one f i v e  f e e t  long boulder. 
The whole czve shuddered a s  i t  shat tered t o  the  bottom. Peering over 
t he  l i p  of the  d r o p  i n  the  or6er  of a hundred f e e t  was seen. 

Sevelr hours were spent underground on a very usefu l  cxpikiition. 
Returning ws walked along the  s ide  of the  dry va l l ey ,  n i s s ing  i t  a l -  
together .  This i s  i n f i n i t e l y  b e t t e r  than walking down i n  it. Join- 
i ng  the  m r k d  t r ack  once more we were a t  the  ca r s  40 niliutes a f t e r  
l eav ing  J2  5. Ph i l i p  Robinson. 


